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BANK SUSPENSIONS IN PHILADELPHIA, BALTI-
MORE, AND WASHINGTON.

By referring to the telegraphic column it will be
obwerved that the banks of Philadelphia have par-
tially, apd in some instances wholly, suspeuded
speoie payments. As » matter of precaution—it is
59 alleged—the banks of Bultimore suspended specie
payments to-day ; and from the same cause a similar
course was adopted this morning by the Patriotic
Bauk and the Bank of Wushington of this city. It
may reasonably be expected that a large number of
new and irresponsible banks in the North, East, and
‘Weat, taking advantage of the general panic, will
nominally refuse to part with what they really do not
possess, The sooner these worthless inatitutions are
out of the way the better it will be for all classes of
the community.

As a general rule, the southern banks are in s
sound condition ; and, with large and increasing re-
sources at command, they will be able, with few, if
sny, exceptions, to weather the present storm with
undiminished credit. The condition of the banks in
the city of New York is such as to warrant the be-
lief that their resources are fully equal to meet exist-
ing emergencies. Their strength will force the sus-
pending bauks into liquidation or the speedy re-
sumption of specie payments.

Looking st liome, we can seo nothing in the finan-
cial affairs of this city to warrant alarm or distrust.
Our citizens are not suffering from the effects of over-
trading or over-speculating ; and the cash means of
our banks are not locked up in protested paper or
the depreciated bonds and stocks of ‘‘fancy” rail-
roads. At no period in the history of our city wus
the condition of our merchants, hotel keepers, me-
chanics, traders, and real-estate owners more pros-
perous and promising than it is at the present time.
Never beforo were clerks, journeymen, and laborers
a8 liberally and promptly paid as now; and we ven-
ture to say that the balance-sheets of our bosuks
show as large net profits for the past year as for
any previous year of their existence. Compared
with Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Cin-
cinnati, or any other northern, eastern, or western
city, the financial condition of Washington should be
a source of congratulation instead of a cause for
alarm. But still, with all our substantial means at
command, with general freedom from debt and gen-
eral well-paid employment, we are free to confess
that a money panic and a money crisis can be soon
got up in the federal capital, if our citizens desire
such sn expensive luxury. Let each distrust the
other—let the usual money accommodations be with-
held—and let all engage in the confidence-imparting
business of withdrawing specie from the banks and
the grdinary channels of trade for ** hoarding™ pur-
poses, and not many days or even hours will elapse
before the business men of Washington are suffer-
ing a8 their brethren of New York and Philadelphia
now suffer,

Let iho citizens of Washington have a true, real-
izing sense of their really prosperous condition, and
the troubles which they invoke by their fears and
distrust will not come near them.

A *“ run” was made on the Bank of the Metropolis
to-day, but it was met so cheerfully and promptly
by the custodians of its well-filled vaults, that con-
fidence was soon restored to depositors and note-
holders.

AN APPEAL.

We publish below a letter ivom Mrs. Mayor
Magruder, addressed to her counirywomen, pro-
posing to them that meetings be held in every vil-
Iage, town, and city in the country, to raise funds to
be invested for the use and benefit of the now desti-
tute widow and daughter of the late Commander
Herndon. The suggestion is worthy of the heart of
generous, grateful, sympathizing woman. And it is
every way fitting, that the wife of the chief magis-
trate of the metropolitan city should take the initia-
tive in this appropriate and generous purpose. Lot
the meatings be held! And let the noble women of
our great country respond to the call, which the
bereaved and the helpless make through one of their
own sex, upon their sympathy and succor. We
counot doubt that this benevolent appeal will be
sucoensfully carried out; and that the wifo and child
of him, whose last effort was for the safety of the
wives and children of others, will be saved from the
crushing ills of penury and dependence :

Wasmnarox, Sept. 22, 1857,
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cerely the s fats of her passengers, suddenly
ut off, “in health and hope, '’ by one of those fearful hur-

riounes which in the past few years have made so many
hearths desolate, and so many hearts to mourn.
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the Wounn of the United States.

BENATOR TOOMES,
Macon (Georgia) Tolegraph says :

g

known Mr. Bigler to bo one of the intellects
the and a careful porusal of nldulycﬁ)::
of his in behall of the rights of the S8onth and her con-
R iagve 188, uotlo. it o i e A
nont that apirit liberality
which is so nbsolutely necemary to the perform-
ance of the arduons and responsible duties of an Ameri-

- Our historical accuracy, in alluding to ceourrencos
|in the House of Representatives in 1836, is ques-

| the deposite question, when it seems that five did
| not vote. Both her senators voted for it, as did
| Grayson and Grifin, while her Pinckney and Rogers

ulone voted against it. The Mercury refers to this
| deposite aot to Wustain its assumption that distribu-

tion was made by a democratic Congress, while it
l knows full well that it was not intended as such, and
| thata large share of those voting for it, including Mr.
| Calhoun, were decidedly opy to distributi
| Does the Mercury mean it shall be uunderstood that
| Mr. Calhoun was not a democrat? When a distribu-
tion act wag up in 1841, he and the democracy sternly
opposed it; and it was to this act we referred, as did
the Mercury we suppose when speaking of the polit-
ical character of the Congress which passed it, which
was strongly whig.

In reply to the allegation of the Mercury, that our
firm adherence to our national Union rests upon self-
ish considerations, we will merely say it knows that at
all times and in all places we have ever stood upon
our present ground. We shonld be glad to see that
paper engaged in so patriotic a cause, based npon
any motives.

The Mercury says: © But if it (we) really desires
to perpetuate the Union, let it labor to keep the
demogcratic party true to its principles. (1.) Let it
urge justice for the South in Kansas. (2.) Let it
oppose taxes laid for protection, and insist that they
ahall be laid for revenue only. (3.) Let it oppose
appropriations for internal improvement. (4) Let
it urge economy in the administration. (5)—which
from twenty-five millions under Mr. Van Buren's
and twenty-seven millions under Mr. Polk's adminis-
tration has increased to seventy millions of dollars.”

6. :
: {\r'e reply briefly to these several matters sepa-
ratoly :

1. Wa do labor, and centinually, to keep the dem-
ocratic party true to its principles, as the only sure
way of preserving the Unien. Opposition to the
democracy like that of the Mereury leads to dis-
union. If that and other similar papers will go with
us in opposition to political fanaticism wherever
found, the Union will be safe.

2, We have urged justice to the Sonth as well as
to the whole Union in Kansas, We have fought for
the principle of solf-government there, as contained
in the organic act, as the most certain mode of doing
justice to all, and we have dealt as heavy bLlows as
any jotrnal upon the treasonable agitators who seek
to create sectional difficulties hazarding the safoty of
the Union.

3. The Mercury ought to know that we have uni-
formly opposed levying taxes merely for protection,
and have always insisted that they should be imposed
for revenue,

4. It ought also to know that we have ever op-
posed the internal-improvement systom, and that we
have stood by the vetoes upon that subject.

5. We shall go as far us the farthest in urging
economy in all branches of the public service. Econ-

| omy in public expenditures is one of the cardinal

principles of the democratic party.
6. The Mercury must pardon us if we again at-
tempt to point out some of its inacenrncies. In ata-
ting the expenditures under Mr. Van Buren at twen-
ty-five, and under Mr. Polk at twenty-seven millions,
and now (under Mr. Pierce) at seventy millions, it
has fallen into grave errors, as the following table will
show :
Public expenditures during the adminisirations of Presidents Van
Buren, Polk, and Pierce,
VAN BUREN.
Girosa o
$37,265,087 15
89,455,483 35

7,814,936 15
28,226,538 81
cene---142,561,990 46

20,810,089 47

Fxp o8 0n Accotint
of public debi,

£5,605,438 95
11,117,987 42
4,086,613 70

20,810,039 47

--$121,751,950 09
30,437,987 T4

Expenditures exclusive of debt----.--
Averagre annual expenditures--------.-

POLE .
Groms Expondi o account
of public debt,
........... $27,602,282 90 $1,213,823 31
- 60,520,851 74 6,719,282 37
- 60,665,143 19 15,427,688 42

DEPARTMENT NEWS.
ATIORNNY OENENAL'S OFFICK

Sun: You have propounded to me certain questions
relative to the compensation of consuls, to whizhlnuﬂ

reply.

Provious to 1855 the serviess of nearly all our consuls
abroad were by fees. The act then proposed abol
of consuls to receive foes (or at least to

compensation
the amount herein specified.” A
mmmmm’ d%ﬁwmldgivethulnlu
prov t to nobody who was not appointed from
and after the 30th of June, 1865, while at the same time
it would have taken away from all the then ineumbents
the right to receive their fees, or, indeed, to hold their
offices.  But it could not be believed that Congress meant

ter or consul who was in » on the 30th of June, and
who was retained in office, was, to all the intents and
purposes of the new act, in the same condition ns if he
had receivod his commission afterwards.  In other words,

the law converted the incumbents from fu!l-paid inte sal-
aried officers. 1

That the construction was right I had no doubt, Tt is
in acoordance with the grand purpose of the act, and any
other view of it would have defested the object and done
enormous injury to the public service.

The contemporaneous construction of the Executive is
high authority for it, and Congress added the weight of
its own by ing appropristions to pay ministers who
were not previously appointed and not i
us well a8 by ratifying
jquently negotinted,

This brings us one sl towards o conclusion. Tt is
settled that o consul retaitied in office under the act of
1835 is a consul appointed under that act so far as re-
Mw:;enm That compensation was a ealary, to
be counted from that time, when he received his post of
duty, down to the time when he left it. To give him more
was expressly forbidden,

But in 1856 the system wus
¢ighth section of the act then
receive salary not only for the time spent at the place of
his official duty, but, in addition to that, for the time ec-
cupied in waiting his instructions, in travelling to his
post of duty, and in returning home at the close of his
service. -

This lnst-mentioned nct, like the .one which precedid
it, did not in words apply to consuls or ministers who
had been appointed before; butf, inasmuch as it was not
contemplated to turn them ont, it must have been meant
that they should remain in office with the new compensa-
tion. About this, however, there seems to have been
some doubt, which Congress saw proper to put at rest in
1867 by n proviso in the spprrurrhﬂan bill, declaring
that the act of 1856 should apply to consuls gppointed
after the nct of 1855, i

Thus the consuls appointed in 1856 are put on a lovel
with those appointed in 1856, and we have scen that
consuls whose commissions wero dated previous to 1855
have the same compensation s those who were appointed
under that nct. Things that are equal to the same thing
arc equal to each other. Therefore there is no difference
between the three classes so far ns regards the rule of
compengation for services performed at the same time,

The result of all this legislation—which certainly does
not seem at the first blush to be very plain—is that a
consul who served only under the old law received fees
and nothing else. If he was retained after July, 1855,
he got a sulary for the time he remained at his post. 1f
he held his office after the nct of 1856 went into opera-
tion, he got paid, in addition, for the time spent in com-
ing home. In short, his vompensation is to be regulated
by the law which was in force when the services were
rendered, not by that which prevailed st the date of his
com . This rule is simple as well as just, and
b s niraumlmﬁfn they nre still ph{‘ e
UNNECESSATY ocution, nre ' en :
be understood by any one who will take the trouble to
analyso and compare them, 4

A doubt hus also arisen about the meaning of the last
clause of the eighth section of the act of 1856 —a consul
shall not be nllowed compensation for the time occupied
in coming home *if he shall have resigned or have been
recalled therefrom for any malfeasance in his offfee.”’
the words italicized qualify the word resigned, ns well as
recalled ? 1 think they do very plainly, The grammati-
eal connexion of the whole sentence 18 such that you can-
not m its parts without violence. A consul cannot
be from the duties of his office except by a
resignation or recall. If they be terminated in either
of these ways, but without any official guilt or delin-
quency, he may get what the law says a merltorious
officer sball have—namely, his full pay, to be counted
down to the time when he hes his own residence.
Bul if he violates his obligations to the public in such
manner that the government on’ that sccount s obliged
to recall him, or if he resigns merely to caompe o recall
which he is conscious of deserving, then he shall suffer
the penalty of coming home at his own expense. 1 do
not believe that Congress ever had the least intention to
male the mere resignation of offices & formal offence.

The act of 1857 extends the provigions of 1856 to per-
sons appointed after the act of 1855, but it does not give
them salaries, nccording to the act of 1856, except for
the services rendered after it went into operation. It was
a subject of dispute whether one whe served after 1856

1848 -ec-nvueano 566,386,422 T4 16,452,880 13
Total------ 205,194,700 57 39,813,674 28
39,813,674 23 !

Expenditures exclusive of deb
Average annual expenditures---

PIENCE.

--8165,381,020 34
=== 41,545,256 56

Yenrs, Gross expenlitares.  Expenditares on account
of publie debe.
1854+ --c-ca--=-§75,054,630 26 $24,356,380 66
18565+ ~c--= --- 66,209,922 04 0,844,528 24
1856----- - -~ 72,948,792 02 12,776,390 38
16T --ccvcencenn 70,826,624 RS 5,047,796 94
Total--x=ax 285,399,909 17 52,905,006 22
452,905,006 22
Expenditures exclusive of debt- - ---$232 434 872 95
Average annual expenditures- - - ~--  Db8,108,718 23

the average expenses under Mr. Van Buren were
$30,437 987 74, and under Mr. Polk $41,345,266 56,
and that his last year they were about forty instead
of twenty-seven millions ; and that the average of

administration, was $88,108,718 23. It should be
borne in mind that our territory had greatly in-
crensed in size, naturally adding to it business.
Our army and navy have been greatly enlarged, and
our mail establishment has been, to the amount of
millions, quartered upon the treasury, Our increase
of territory and extending settloments have involved
us in Indinn wars and occasioned many new ex-
penses, bosides that of purchasing millions of acres of
another government. While these things account
for incrensed expenditures, wo shall raise our voice
in favor of reducing the public expenses to the low-
est point counsistent with the public welfare. We
are sure that the demooratic party will go with us
upon this subject. We trust the Mercury will now
be satisfied that we are pursuing the right conrse

secure the perpetuity of the Union. "

An “old subscriber” to the New York Journal of
Commerco writes the following note to the editors
of that paper :

‘Al Mmuulnzpﬁﬂm to President

E and purity Chief
as shown thus far in v m-dl y in
that able and excellent to g and
Immﬂlbdu thy esteom and support of law-
men,'"

abiding, conservative, Christian

It will be seen that, exclusive of the public debt, |

expenses, excluding the public debt, under the late |

could get the salary then given if he had been appointed
before? Congress said that he could, but they did
not say that he could be paid for previous services
at any higher rate, or by any other rule, than that
which was fixed by the law of the time when
they were performed. There is no ground whitever
for the nol that a consul can now claim o salary
for any portion of the time for which he wns author-
ized to get fees, and just as Jittle for the opinion that he
oan be&l‘d under the law of 1856 for anything he did
under af 1863, A consul, for inktance, who was ap-
pointed in March, 1855, and went immediately to his
post of duty, recelved fees down to July moft{at year,
and cannot now ve an else.  If you give him
the salary crented in 1858 the time spent in moking
him on the smne

may be well that I shonld not close without apply-
ing the rule to the particular cases which you have sent
to

me.
M¥. McCrea, Iate consul at Paris, claims for time spent
in returning home. He is entitled to it, because his return

y, the late consul at Shan;;hni, is in the
, if 1 rightly understand the statement of
his cose as T received it

it
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INTERLOR  DRPARTMENT! .
Frust Lands in Kansdy. ——Th Acting Cotumlsslonor bf
Indian Affairs transmitbed this morning to the Cominis-
sioner of the Genorml Land Office all the papers in his
posscssion relating to the lands in Kansas held by the
government i trust for the ludians.  Large sales of these

| Feir (he Utton.
INDIA AND CHINA.

| The popolar mind ¥ notoriously Mconstant. The im-

pressions made apon it are as short-lived as they are sud-

| den in growth, Their existence I wholly o dependent

one ; for they last as long as no grave issues of national

lands have recently been made, and the p fon of
these papers will enable the Commissioner of” the Gen-
eral Land Office t0.issue patents o the purch

POST OFFICE DIEPABTMENT.

Promticn,—We loarn that Mr, James K. Polk Camp-
bell, of Tennessee, has been promoted from a second-
class to u third-class clerkship in the Post Office Depart-
ment, in place of Mr. Merinm, resigned. Salary, $1,600
n yoar.

THE NEW YORK BLACK-REPUBLICAN STATE
TICKET.

The Albany Argus, in its issue of yesterday morn-
ing, haa the following “first-rate notice™ of the ticket
Just placed in nominstion by the black-republican
Btate convention of New York :

« Nothing shows the weakness of the black-républican
party as an organisastion so much as the State ticket that
has been dictated to it, and which is presented to the
country.  The nominationy were extorted by the candi-
dates under thrests and d cinti

“ Mr. Clapp, the nominee for secretuy of State, de-
nounced the corruptions of his party, openly espoused the
leading principles of the know-nuthings, and manifested
an insubordination that was only to be appeased by the
gift of office.

“ The so-called relical democrst organized apart, de-
nounced the corruptions of the central power, and threat-
ened an insurrection, unless also appeased by office. They
recelve two plac s—that of comptroller, sod that of conal

sl Mr. Hogeboom, who was identified with
the vetoed supply bill, and
tok & 1

other measures of the last
, BOW [ ¥ lemnped, d led one of the
first places on the programme.  Defeated by a shufflo of
the cards, his friends denounced tho maneuvring of the
convention, and they were appensed by the gift of the
treasuryship,

“The patch-work coalition was falling apart into its
severnl ¢glements of fanaticism, and each of the demn-
gogue leaders was preparing to mavch off with his faction,
when the device of giving an office to each was hit upon
as A temporary expedient,

““Thus the party is officered by the insubordinate and
disloyal men who have denounced its conduct, and de-
clared their want of confidence in ite principles.’”

The Argus eoncludes :

A ticket thus mude can have no strength. It does
not come from the ranks. The nominations were ob-
tained by disaffected men, operating on the fears of the
convention. There can be no enthusiasm in their behalf,
and no desive to see thik extortion successful ; nor has
the party anything to expect of an slministration (if
elected) composed of such warring elements,

portance, no of political or religious
phrensy ; no Burdell tragedy, or Kalloch farco ; no racy
| bonne bouehe of Kuroy fal, or stupelylng evid
of diplomatic gaucherie, rises up *'to push them from thelr

| stoals.’”  On the great throne of public guriosity there
| ean be no Lacedmmonian rule of dominiow. Two mon-
| archs cannot reign simultaneously. One must be content
| to withdraw from the imperial sway, and bend in sub-
mission to the other. The less recent in always the
weaker, and whatever importance it might bave before
possessed becomes lost in the sstounding character of the
nowvss-nd. It duty is at an end, and there is no louger
fon for & o in office. It must be observed,
| however, that all such **sensations’* have not neosssarily
| the same end, This varies with the relative value of
ench. There is a certain respect Lo be paid to the remains
| of & few superior *‘sensations'’ after the throne which they
once occupled has been usirped by s now comer. A
upectul munifestation of recognizance is due to thelr mem-
ory. 'They are not thrown into the grave of the undis-
tingubibed many ; but are embalwed in high state by
| their fricnds, who indulge in the pleasing hope of Micaw-
| bor that something will *‘tbum up'’ to make them once
| more the centre of public attrection. Their import-
| ance for the time being has passed away ; but that does
not preclude the likelihood of their possessing a prospec-
tive utility. Regarded in the light of a last rescrt, they
remain nnnoticed until their rivals hove cossed to at-
! tract, or there Is nothing current to satisfy he voracious
| maws of the news-devourers, When this takes place,
| such an ltem’’ again comes forth clothed in wll its prim.-
itive attractivoness.  Its reception by the fickle public is
the sumne as it was on its “‘first appearance.'’ The ex-
citement rises as high ; the press Is flooded with the wise
productions usual on such becasions, and absolutely groans
with gloomy fi lings ns to its probable effect upon the
“gtocks' or the “‘money market ;" and all do their best
to forget that the startling nows s nothing else but a
resurrected corpse galvanized into existence by them.
melves,

There cantiot be & more apt illustration of the above
views than the contrast between the intérest In China shown
by our people and the press gencrally six months ago,
and the utter listlessness with which the movenrents of
the English at Canton are now received.  This difference
soemns the more astonishing when we reflect that the
causes which then sttracted the attention of the peoplo of
this conntry still exist, and that matters are now assu-
ming a most critical aspect.  If we scrutinized then, we
should watch with an cagle eye st present. If we were
interested then, we should be anxious now. The contest
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““ We have no fears of such a ticket. If elocted it will
be owing to the apathy und innction of its opp ts, and
not to any inherent strength of its own."

THE FEELING IN PENNSYLVANIA.
We take the following from the Perry (Pennsylva-
nia) Democrat :
‘ Wherever Gen., Packer has addressed a democratic

mecting the people have turned out in great numbers to
greet him, and manifested the livellest enthusi On

is atill as noble and as important to the interests of this
country, England's course should commend itself to

fuddis, but she has been kinder o herself. Bhe has al.
most wholly menopolheed the trade of her colonies, and
what other nations have been able to gather from it has
been usually at & hoavy disadvantage. Much of this i,
no doubt, to be sscribed to the many restrictions which

| she has desmed it politic to lmposs upon forelgn tmde

And this will most probably slways comtinoe.  Whils
1ndia labors and produces for the benefit of her taskmast
ers, It is foolish to suppose that either we or any othe
people can bope to occupy & position other than sulordi -
nate to that of her conquerors, But & different syste,
would be inaugurated should the present rebellion against.
her authority be supcessful. ‘Wo trust that #tmay not ; but
it canmot be concealed that, though Indis would be lost
to England, we would, in all probability, be gaiuers by
the change. The field would then be open for competi
thon.  American enterprise, untrnmmelled by the policy
of & rival retadning in her hands o powerful monopoly,
could then press forward in its race of progres. 7).
migfurtune of Evglond would be the gain of the Uisited Stater,

On the other hand, her struggle with China appesls
forcibly to our interests as & commercinl nation, Wo
have o legitimate right to participate in whatever tr
umphis way fll to ber lot. We would be' losers by lir
defent; while we could not fail to profit by her success.
To a commercial people like ours, a free and open trnds
with that meysterious empire, about the true eapacity of
which so little scournte is known, would be of the utmot
importance.  Our comparative ignomuce of the extent of
the of Chlna renders it impossible to judge, Ly
any just standard of measurement, how far an unfettered
interchange of goods would incresse our trade in ber pe-
culine fe We 6t give s i opini
when wo know so little that is positive, Our want of
knowledge becomes a bar to such an expression of juilg-
ment. That it would be grest cannot, howover, le
doubted. It ean be fairly assumed, we. take it, thatan
opening of the intorior of Ching would not only result in
u large increase in the demand for tes, and silk, rw and
manufactured, but that it wonld slso be likely to make
our own produgts known to the Chinese. A certainty of
protection from the extortions and,opposition of the Chi-
nese government would, no doubt, operate favorably upon
commerce, both in discovering new articles of teade and
in lowering their prices by incessant, vigorous competi-
tion, 3
By reference to the American Almanac for 1857 it ap-
pears that our trade with China is double that with the
British Fast Indies. During the yesr ending June 30,
1855, the value of our imports from and exports to each
covatry was as follows ;

Exports.
L4 11717 V——— T A ] $1,719,420
Jodi. . o cnman s a s 5,407 478 912,064

It will be seen at o glance that the value of our ex-
ports to Chins, when compared with that of our imports,
is very trifling. China is, at present, therefore, more
benefited by us than we are by her. ‘This inequality in
values is the inevitable result of that restrictive policy,
which has confined foreign trade almost wholly to the

interested in the adv t of
gt l:b;ul e swa Stie T,,, lusive- | limits of Canton. If we were bettor known, our exports
. Theadvas that she, as is to be hoped, will would be more valuable, Tt is lmmuﬁh the Chinese
e SAdvamipies P w,wr'w hants | 10 appreciate the advantages that they might reap from »

foree from China will not be
and people ; but they will be mude available wherever
is king, and a necessity exists fur a full open-

the contrary, wherever Mr. Wilmot has appeared the
meetings were dull, and the turn-out remarkably small.
At Hollidaysburg, Huntingdon, and Chambersburg, re-
vently, their meetings were but fismles, What do thess
signs betoken ! Do they not plainly point out that Gen.
Packer is to be our next governor, and that the people
are heartily sick of this everlasting slavery agitation, and
desire to give the men who are at the head of it a merit-
ed rebuke? Pennsylvaniang are too loyal to the consti-
tution to place in their gubernatorial chair o black-repub-
lican ngitator."

The Philadelphia Argus says : ;

“ Wilmot appears to be making poor headwny in the
west.  His abolition harangue does not please the people,
and he mects, therefore, with 50 much coolness and in-
difference that he has abandoned some of the appoint-
ments made for him to speak. He was announced for
Clearfield and several other places, which he has failed to
mect, having evidently become sick and disheartened with
his prospects."’

THE UNITED STATES GRAND LODGE OF 0DD
FELLOWS.

This body is now in session in the city of Bulti-
more, and we learn that it is rapidly progressing with
the business before it. The Bun of yesterday morn-
ing says:

4 Among the lmportant business of Wedneaday was
the presentation of the report of the grand t wr,

ing to be given to the principles of “free trade,"”’

Now, however, that the question has sesumed o decis-
ive aspect, that a British minister backed by a British
force has been sent to Ching, and ithat battles have actu-
ally taken place botween them and the Chinese which
display the skill and courage of the latter in & much bet-
ter light than we have been led to expect, why do we ro-
main listless and careless spectators of the result of the
struggle ! Why is this?  The question is surely as inter-
esting and important as it was in April last.  The inter-
ost has, if possible, become more intensificd. A decided
stand has been nssumed by Great Britain,  Our govern-
went has also taken nctive mensures, with an eye to the
future protection of our interests in the Chinese ports, It
will be recollected that, when tho question of holding the
court of Pekin responsible for the aggessions of its offi-
cers upon British subjects and American citizens at Can-
ton wae before this government and that of Great Britain,
ths greatest excitement prevailed in this country, and
whatever related, however indirectly, to the * Celestinl
Kingdom'' 1 full of attracti Mr. Buchanan did
not consider the provocation a sufficient cosus belli, ns a quasi-
apology was offered by the authovitics which he deemed
sufficiont, He ted himself, therefore, with sending
# commissioner to Chinn clothed with authority to make
inquiries into the true state of the fucts, and to co-operate,
if necessary, with Lord Elgin, who was invested by the

Hon, Joshua Vansant, etating a balance, as per report of
the finance committee, of $10,339 52 ; received from the
grand secretary for the year up to Beptember 1st, 1857,
$17,0604 60 ; note of the U. 8. Grand Lodge, at three
months, for $1,500 ; do. do. at four months, §1,200 ;
net of note of Grand Lodge, st five months,
$1,044 50 ; note of Grand Lodge of Maine, $121 15 ;
note of Grand Encampment of Maine, $116-—making a
total of $31,826 70 ; from which is deducted for mile-
age, per diem, current expenses, salarics, &c., $21,413 55.
Of the balance there are drafts which will not be payable
until after the adjournment of the Grand Lodge, amount-
ing to $1,424 79, and leaving a cash balance in the
tremsury of $8,988 45, The report estimates that $11,-
000 will be required to pasy the per diem and mileage of
the representatives, and that $2 011 55 will be required
maore than is now in the treasury for that purpose. It
further estimates that a balance of $4,000 will stand
wmingt the treasury on the lst of December pext. The
report exhibits a balance of $178 72 greater than that of
lnst year. =

“ The committes on finance, in ita veport, epoke of the
necessity of reducing the expense of the Grand Lodge,
vither by a reduction of mileage, per diem, » resort to
bienulal sessions, or limit the number of repreventatives
to one from each subordinate Grand Lodge,

“ The grand tary made o suppl tary report of
the amounts recelved by him since the form®r report and
up to the 224 instant to be $607 36, of which $672 were
balances from Grand Lodges, $1,465 31 for eands,
$024 19 for books, $33 75 for odes, $62 50 for diplomns,
$34 01 for miscellancous, and §1,200 ropresentation
taxes, from Grand Encampment balances $134 29, char.
ter $60, dues $92 45, and miscellancons $320 62.'"

The Paris mrrunpn_n:I_unt of the New Orleans Picayune
thus writes : *“That the French @ are generally hap-
py wonld appear to be beyond te. Thave conversed

with a number of old residents and others well informed,
and their unanimous expressions were that the nation
under Napoleon I11 was uni ully p , peaceful,
and contented. No man could have more

faithfully to their wants than he had done, v;a.l.h the eity
of Paris, sa well as other portions of the em| had un-
Iumcﬁll durtngil.brei‘n.

oy gl oy o e daily goin
even o ou ) Are
:;:.‘whﬂe the arts and sciences ave ::mnrogul :ith Iﬁ
that a devoted Emperor's liberality can bestow, To sum
up, 1 have never wit 1 a butter-g 1 city than
The vights of all are respected ; the city isa
i mffﬁshqimnwuﬁﬁm
i wau ¥
the , Paris would be the city of the world! As
it e, for golid comfort and pleasure combined, she is with-
ontan equal. London may be abead of her in a business
point of view, but in all other respects Paris bears away
the palm.'*

The Bt. Louis

Bomething new, great, or wonderful is coustantly turning
up.  The Intest discovery is n enofm{llmk,
handed ns yesterday by Mr. Neftleton, clerk of the
stearner Garvin, 14 was taken from a hill or mountain
ihe swme materinl, jnst discovered, a short distance
from the Misslssippi river, on the Missourd side, and
fram Bt. Lounis. Tt is sitnated on Sa-

| ulation to it owners, and will

British gover t with ample powers to declare war, in
the event of indemnification for the loss sustained by
British subjects being refused by the Emperor. An actual
oxpression has been given to the declared wishes of the
people of the United States.  What they desired hus been
accomplished.  Their wishes have been carried out; and
yet the compliance with them seems to have hitherto
passed unheeded.

What, it may be asked, has producsd this complete re-
vulsion of popular sentiment? Why docs China no
longer occupy a prominent place in the public eye?!
There must be & enuse, or a combination of causes, which
have produced this apathy on our part not less strange
than it is blameworthy. It might be justly thought that
these are of the most powerful character. *No, fuith,
not a jot.'" The unsteadiness in popular feeling alone
underlies this change in sentiment.  The oapricious pub-
lic is amusing itsell with another toy, and has little
leisure to look at that which it has carelosly tossed
ngide. ‘The idol of yesterday has become the cast-away
buuble of to-day. COur cyes are still directed to Asin;
bt they pass over China to rest upon Dritish India. We
talk profoundly of the Mahabarat, and have forgotten
whnt little we knew about tho Tu-Thing-Luwih-Si, The
“Offspring of the Bun'" i wholly edlipsed by the trdi-
tional King of Delhi, whose venerable beard and dignified
conntenance have boen delineated—no doubt admirably—
in a certain well-known “weekly."  Buddhists nnd Man-
daring are neglected, while SBepoys and followers of
Brahma form the staple of highly-philosophic inquisi-
tions,

It is ovident that we no longer view with any mani-
festations of interest the progress of events in China.
The glance at the news from that empire is & cursory one,
while the smallest slip from India is read with the utmost
avidity. Though our anxiety is natuml, and proceeds
mainly from sentiments of humanity, it is not the less to
be censured if it blinds us to what touches so closely our
interests and those of the gront world of commerce, A
| wistchfal guardinnship over onr interests does not imply
necessarily the ise of selfish To p care-
fully from injury all that may serve to benefit us cannot
surely be characterized as such. It is but the exercise of
a strict national prud It ifests n proper regard
for our dignity as w nation, which demands the preserva-
tion of these clements, which make us prosperous asd
great.

What sentiment, other than that of sympathy, identi-
fies un with the maintenance of British domination in In-
din? If the power of the British government be re-estal:-
lished, it will confer no more benefits on us than it has
heretofore done.  The same selfish monopoligs will be ex-
ervisod, and the smo undue privileges claimed, by the
colonial nuthorities, 1f, on the other hand, the prophecy
tremsured up so reversntly among the Hindoos meet ita
fulfilment, nnd the century after the inttle of Plassy soes
the strongth of English dominion extmusted, and the
troops driven from the soil, it is more than
that the advantages accruing to this coun-

the increase of commercial facilities so af-
would ennble us to bear with equanimity the

Ty

h

useful, but she has, with the cunning that is ko distinet-
ive a feature of hor policy, contrived to narrow thelr use-
friltiess to her own interests.  England has been kind to

free interchange of goods, when they are constantly
warned to beware of receiving or using foreign products.
They see only with the eyes of thelr rolers ; and as they
are noteriously “‘oblique,’’ the *‘second sight'’ cannot
manifestly be very acute.  To increase largely our trde
with China it is only requisite that its interior be opened
to the enterprise of onr commercinl men. A select band
of enterprising Yankees would revolutionize the Empire.
The curiogity of John Chinaman once excited, it wonld
nat be long before he would be enticed to speculate in
foreign goods. The beginning is a great step towards the
accomplishment of the whole. Toe speculation in his
cunning hands could not but prove successful ; and the
floodgates of national exclusiveness being thrown open,
the tide of self-interest would bear with it, in its swelling
vourse, the last landmarks of that reserve which had s
long isolated China from the tendencies of the '‘outer
world"”" of Christianity and progress.

The duty devolving upon Lord Elgin Js destined, if
fulfilled, to effect much. A plenmy power of war or
pence hus been given to him.  He has as yet done noth-
ing towards furbhering the wishes of his government. A
fow ekirmishes have, it is true, taken place In the neigh-
borhood of Canton ; but they have led to nothing decis-
ive, except proving that the Chinese are not mere “'oar-
pot soldiers.”” By the Intest dates we see, however, that
he is to proceed with a fleet up the Pelho to receive
a decisive answer from the Emperor as to whether he ap-
proves or condemns the acts of his subordinate Yeh.
Should he show himself disposed to treat amieably with
the English, Lord Elgin would searcely fail in placing
foreign commerce upon & firm and equitable basis.  This
much is expected of him ; and he catnot asswrodly do
less. As one of the authorized representatives of com-
merce, the American people are peculiarly intevested in
the result of this visit to Pekin. Much is destined to
flow from it, which the future will unravel,

There may be two modes of viewing the of the
course of England in Indis. Some may be fonnd fo join
with the New York Irish News, and other journuls with
imilar prejudices, in d lntions of her policy and in
gcoffs at the iden of her having done anything towanl
the muelioration of her colonies, mosally, socially, or
politically. There ean, however, b Bitt one opinion ns to
the propriety of her course in the defence of her subjects
at Canton, In the case of China, our interests are co-
equal with those of Great Britain, It is impossible to
disunite them. A blow st the one would affect the other.
If self-interest be ever n bond sufficiently strong to pro-
duce singleness of aim, it is assuredly so in the present
instance,

It cannot bo traly said that our sympathy with our
trans- Atlantic counsins in their struggle against the revolt-
ed colonists is lered ¥ by a mutuality of in-
terests or hopes. There is nothing to fnduce such a sen-
timent, unless it be our desive that their toils and efforts
during the past century shall not be entirely fruitiess.
This fecling, at the best, resolves itself into a mere ex-
pression of sympathy, while it would not be far from the
truth to say that we should watgh the vp ion of uf-
fairs in Cbina with something of the hopes and fears
participants, D

The Kansas t of the Louisville Courder, in
his lnst letter, tolls following story : ** An old, bald-
headed bachelor, living near Garnett, became enamaorsl
of n bewitching pair of black eyes—1 always had s weak-

youg for him, for he wore e o
elope with him. They camped out {hat it on their

way in gearch of a 'squire, and when they were all
anleap—all but two—n young lid in the party, who didn't
wenr got to whispering soft nonsense in black
eyes' car; the consequence of which was—fickle sex-
that two horses were immoedintely saddled, and breakfust
next morning found the pair married, the con-
sternation of the party on awaking at da;
couple gone, A note pinned to the ‘martinl cloak' of the
discansolate told the tale, The young cae had jumped his
claim I'*

The London Times has the following ; *“On Mondsy
morning last the detachment of royal marines, about
embark at Plymouth for service in China, were
mol&l;h‘mgumh\ adnm:“al privato
on money, permission
fore embarking. The request was granted,
under the escort of & non-commissioned  officer,
allowed to procesd to church with his
mony having been concluded, the happy
mitted ten minutes to spend the honey-moon, at
piration of which time he returned to the barmcks, mnde
an allotment in favor of hix wife, and then embarked
with the rest of the detachmont on bosrd the Imperador
worew stoamer, '’

The Charlottesville (Va.) Advoonte, In referring to the
risk run by persons attem, to get on the milroad oars
when in motion, : “Mr. David Panl Brown, s dis-

onr, and every one though

certainly killed.  Fortunately ha did not fall upon
track, bul 5o very near that the wheels of the entiro trals
paseod over the crown of his hat."’




