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BANK 8II3PKN8IONK IN PHILADELPHIA, BALTIMORE,AND WASHINGTON
By referring to the telegraphic column it will be

observed that the bank* of Philadelphia have par-
tally, and in some instances wholly, suspeuded
specie payments. Aa a matter of precaution.it is
»<j alleged.the banks of Baltimore suspended specie
payments to-day ; and from the same cause a similar
course was adopted this moruing by the Patriotic
Bank and the Bank of Washington of this city. It

may reasonably be expected that a large number of
new and irresponsible banks iu the North, East, and
West, taking advantage of the general panic, will

nominally refuse to part with what they really do not

possess. The sooner theso worthless institutions are
'

out of the way the better it will be for all classes of
the community. '

As a general rule, the southern banks are in a

sound condition ; and, with large and increasing resourcesat command, they will be able, with few, if

any, exceptions, to weather the present storm with
undiminished credit. The condition of the biiuks in '

the city of Now York is Buch as to warrant the be-
lief that their resources are fully equal to meet exist-
ing emergencies. Their strength will force the sus- !
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sumption of specie payments.

Looking at liomo, wo can see nothing in the finan-
cial affair? of this city to warrant alarm or distrust.
Our citizens aro not suffering from the effects of over-

trading or over-speculating and the cash means of '

our banks aro not locked up in protested paper or '

the depreciated bonds and stocks of "fancy" rail- 1

roads. At no period in the history of our city was '

the condition of our merchants, hotel keepers, me- '

chauics, traders, and real-estate owners more pros-
perous and promising than it is at the present time.
Never before were clerks, journeymen, and laborers
as liberally and promptly paid as now ; and we ven- 1

ture to say that the balance-sheets of our hanks
show as large net profits for the past year as for (

any previous year of their existence. Compared 1

with Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Cin- 1

cinnati, or any other northern, eastern, or western '

city, the financial condition of Washington should be 1

a source of congratulation instead of a cause for '

alarm. But still, with all our substantial means at

command, with general freedom from debt and gen- '

eral well-paid employment, wo are freo to confess '

that a money panic and a money crisis can bo soon 1

got up in the federal capital, if our citizens desire J
such an expensive luxury. Let each distrust the 11

other.let the usual money accommodations be with- *

held.and let all engage in the confidence-imparting 1

business of withdrawing Bpecie from the banks and
the ordinary channels of trade for " hoarding" pur- f

poses, and not many da.vs or even hours will elapse a

before the business men of Washington aro suffer- f

ing as their brethren ot New York and Philadelphia
now suffer. I
Let the citizens of Washington havo a true, real- 1

izing sense of their really prosperous condition, and
the troubles which they invoke by their fears and e

distrust will not come near them. , v

A " run" was mado on the Bank of the Metropolis j
to-day, but it was met so cheerfully and promptly
by the custodians of its well-filled vaults, that con- ^
fidence was soon restored to depositors and note- (
holders. (

AN APPEAL. .

We publish below a letter from Mrs. Mayor j,
Magruder, addressed to her countrywomen, proposingto them that meetings bo held in every vil- j
lago, town, and city in the country, to raise funds to
be invested for the use and benefit of the now dosti-
ruie wiuow anu uitugiuer 01 mo iaio v ominanuer

liorndon. Tho suggestion is worthy of the heart of j
generous, grateful, sympathizing woman. And it is l
every way fitting, that the wife of the chief magiB- 1

trate of the metropolitan city should take tho initiative
in this appropriate and generous purpose. Lot

the meetings be held ! And let tho noble women of
our groat country respond to tho call, which tho j
bereaved and the helpless make through one of their ^

own sex, upon their sympathy and succor. We
cannot doubt that this benevolent appeal will be
successfully carried out; and that tho wife and child j
of him, whose last effort was for the safety of the I

wives aud children of others, will bo saved from the J
crushing ills of penury and dependence :

Wasiiinotox, Sept. 22, 1857.
The undersigned has read with the most painful emotionsof the loss of the steamer Central America, and sincerelydeplores the sad fats of her passengers, suddenly

cut off, ''in health and hope,'' by one of those fearful huriicanee which in the past few years have made so many
hearths desolate, and so many hearts to mourn.

But, mid the gloom and horror of that dreadful night,
there is one gleam of glorious light.one gallant, noble, j
chivalrous action that will stand out in bold relief, and j
raise for its author a monument as enduring ns time, j
indestructible as mind; its base resting in the hearts of j
women, and Its apex as elevated aR her hopes. "Save
the women and children" was the flint order of the noble
Herndon ; and shall American women forget the gallant,
tho noble captain who, mid storm, gloom, and desolation,
forgetful of himself, could think of poor, frail woman and j,
neipiess cm i< iron r n ever i no, never ! : ^

I propose to my countrywomen thnt a meeting 1>c calledin each city and village in the United States, and that
funds be collected and transmitted to George W. Riggs, j]
banker in Washington, to be invested for the use of the
wife and daughter of Oapt. Hcrndon, late of tho United '
States navy. lot us do something to show our gratitude a
to one who in time of trouble sacrificed himself to hia 0duty and to woman.

Your countrywoman, 0
SA11AH MAGRUDER. a

To the Womw of the United States. , b
SENATOR TOOMBS. c

The Macon (Georgia) Telegraph says : £
" He haa glrdlod on his armor and his white plume is 0

seen glittering where dangers are the thickest. Tho apportioncower before tho deadly blows of his stalwart n

arm, and, armed as he is with tho weapons of truth, his o
march is like that of an 'array with banners.'

Mr Tnnn.U S. 1- 1 I- ».- . 1 A 11

but ever reedy to respond to any call his friends may pmake upon him. Verily, he will not be forgotten !" a
The same paper haa the following complimentary f,

notice of Senator lligler, of Pennsylvania: ii
" We regret very much that we have not space to pub- nllsh the very able and patriotic speech of Henator Bigler,of Pennsylvania, delivered at Clarion, in that State, on a

the 8th ult., in reply to the addroes of the Hon. David uWilmot, at Philadelphia, on the 24th ult. We have long u
known Mr. Bigler to lie ono of the brightest intellects in
the republic, and a careful perusal of this masterly effort *

of his in behalf of the rights of the South and her constitutionalguarantees proves that he possesses, in an eminentdegree, that catholic spirit of enlarged liberality
which is so absolutely necessary to the faithful perform- (
ance of the arduous and responsible duties of an Ameri u
can senator."
The beautiful estate of the late Andrew Stevenson, near h

Charlottesville, Virginia, lias been purchased by Aristides a
Welsh, esq., for the sum of $21,000. lllenheim is tl
said to he one of the most desirable estates in the Old o
Dominion. I a

~

THK OHAKLKHTUN MERCURY.
Our historical accuracy, in alluding to occurrences

in the House of Representatives in 1(436, is questionedby the Mercury because we stated that JH
two members from South Carolina failed to vote on t!
the deposits question, when it seems that five did "

not vote. Roth her senators voted for it, as did

Ltrayson and (irifhu, while her Pinckney and Rogers
alone voted against it. The Mercury refers to this r,

deposits act to sustain its assumption that distribu- r«

tiou was maite by a democratic Congress, while it
luiowa full well that it was not iutended as such, and jH
tliat a large share of those voting for it, including Mr. k

Jalhoun, were decidedly opposed to distribution,
Does the Mercury mean it shall be understood that
Mr. Calhoun was not a democrat? When a distribu- °'

tion act was up in 1841, he and the democracy sternly
opposed it; and it was to this act wo referred, as did <x

the Mercury we suppose when speaking of the polit- a

ical character of the Congress which passed it, which p
mran Btrongly whig. pi

In reply to the allegation of the Mercury, that our
*'

firm adherence to our national Union rests upon self- tl
tali considerations, we will merely say it knows that at
ill times and in all places wo have ever stood upon ^
sur present ground. We should be glad to see that oi

paper engaged in so patriotic a cause, based upon
tuy motives. ^
The Mercury says : " But if it (we) really desires w

to perpetuate tlio Union, lot it labor to keep the
leinocratic party true to its principles. (1.) Let it tl

urge justice for tlio South iu Kansas. (2.) Lot it al

.nnAon fnvoa lair! fnr nrnti»pti'nii tintl inaiat fhat tltav
Truov -w- i .j in

diall be laid for revenue only. (3.) Lot it oppose ot

ippropriations for internal improvement. (4.) Let el

t urge economy in the administration. (5).which hi
*rom twenty-five millions under Mr. Van Buren's ih

ind twenty-seven millions under Mr. Polk's adminis- ^
:ration has increased to seventy millions of dollars." qi

:<5.)
*

We reply briefly to these several matters sepa- ^
ratoly: R'

1. We do labor, and continually, to keep the dem)craticparty true to its principles, as the only sure w

way of preserving the Union. Opposition to the
lemocracy like that of the Mercury leads to dis- re

inion. If that and other similar papers will go with hi

is in opposition to political fanaticism wherever 011

'ound, the Union will be safe. se

2. We have urged justice to the South as well as

;o the whole Union in Kansas. We have fought for
he principle of eolf-government there, as contained co

n the organic act, as the most certain mode of doing Oi
ustice to all, and we have dealt as heavy blows as ^
my jottmal upon the treasonable agitators who seek If
o create sectional difficulties hazarding the safety of ^
he Union.
3. The Mercury ought to know that we have uni- w:

ormly opposed levying taxes merely for protection,
,nd have always insisted that they should bo imposed ur

or revenue. ar
be

4. It ought also to know that we have ever op- ^

>osed the internal-improvement system, and that we
lave stood by the vetoes upon that subject. "

5. We shall go as far as the farthest in urging an

eonomy in all branches of the public service. Econ- J"
any in public expenditures iB one of the cardinal y(
>rinciples of the democratic party. in

6. The Mercury must pardon us if we again at-
' '

empt to point out some of its inaccuracies. In sta- co

ing the expenditures under Mr. Van Buren at twon- ^
v-fivn. and under Mr. Polk at twentv-seven millions, k*

,nd now (under Mr. Pierce) at seventy millions, it
ias fallen into grave errors, as tlie following table will

( |
how: ah
'ublic eij<endituree during the adminiMratiom of President! Van 'n

JSuren, Polk, and Pierce. rt>
th

VAN M'Rf.N. rn

Yearn. (IroM expenditure*. Expenditures on Account ca
of public debt. IK

837 $37,265,037 15 be
838 39,455,483 35 $5,605,438 35 re
839 37,614,936 15 11,117,987 42 of
840 28,226,533 81 4,086,613 70 qr

()j
Total 142,561,990 46 20,810,039 47 dc

20,810,039 47 Bi
in.

ixjicndlturcs exclusive of debt $121,751,950 99 to
tveragc annual expenditures 30,437,987 74 w]

POLK. ^
nt

Year*. Oroiw expenditures. Expenditures on Account ni
of public debt.

845 $27,632,282 90 $1,213,823 31
84 6 60.520.851 74 6.719.282 37 *>'

847 60,655,143 19 15,427,688 42 'J1
848 56,386,422 74 16,452,880 13 th

ai

Total 205,194,700 57 39,813,674 23 00

39,813,674 23 ,
1>c

nc

Sxpcnditures exclusive of debt $165,381,026 34 11'

Lvcrage annual expenditures 41,345,256 56 w'
th

P1IRC1. fD]
Year*. Grow* expcnlitiir J.*. Expenditures on account f0'

of public debt. iz(
85 4 $75,354,630 26 $24,336,380 66 cr
855 66,209,922 04 9,844,528 24 ut;
856 72,948,792 02 12,776,390 38 po
857 70,826,624 85 5,947,796 94 po

an
Total 285,339,969 17 52,905,096 22 th

52,905,096 22 hit
pr

Ixpcnditures exclusive of debt $232,434,872 95 hii
vcrage annual expenditures 58,108,718 23 wc

Jt will be seen that, exclusive of the public debt, ^
lie average expenses under Mr. Van Buren were ng
130,437,987 74, and under Mr. Polk $41,345,256 56,
ud that his last year they were about forty instead
f twenty-seven millions ; and that the average of inl
xpenses, excluding the public debt, under the late 10

dininistration, was $58,108,718 23. It should be in
orno in mind that our territory had greatly in- wn

reased in size, naturally adding to ita business.
"

»ur army and navy have been greatly enlarged, and sai

ur mail establishment has been, to the amount of llif

lillions, quartered npon the treasury. Our increase Ja
f territory aud extending settlements have involved in'
s in Indian wars and occasioned many new ex- ^
enses. besides that of purchasing millions of acres of act
neither government. While these things account |'(
Br increased expenditures, wo shall raise our voice 0f
i favor of reducing the public expenses to the lowstpoint consistent with the public welfare. We
re sure that tho democratic party will go with us RO
pon this subject. Wo trust the Mercury will now
0 satisfied that we are pursuing the right course to ftn
ecnro the perpetuity of the Union. 1 by

th>
An "old subscriber" to the Now York Journal of j.j,

"ommerce writes the following note to the editors eoi

4 ili it paper : ""
mi

" Although my vote was oast in opposition to 1'resident gaiucbanan, tlie dignity and purity of our Chief Magistrate of
1 shown thus far In idx administration, and especially in
fiat able and excellent reply to Professor Nilliman and
them. <ruinot fhii to win the esteem and support of law- 1
biding, conservative, Christian men."

DEPARTMENT NEWS.

attornrt owrrai.'s owe*

Opinion of the Attorney General..(bmpentation qf Abrwyi
'tmilcii and CbtuuU. Subjoined is the abb- opinion 0
ie Attorney General con*truing the reuent law regula
ng the compensation of foreign mInlater* and consul*:

Attorn *v Grnrral's Orrica,
Hepteruber 21, 1857.

Sir: You have propounded to inc certain question
'lative to the compensation of consuls, to which I nov
iply.
Previous to 1855 the services of nearly all our consul
iroad were paid by fees. The act then pro|Kieed abol
tied the right of consuls to receive fees (or at least U
eep them) front and after the 30th of June of tiiat year
id provided that thenceforward they should receive oer
lib annual salaries.
The act of 1855 was singularly obscure iu its phrase

iogy. It declared that from and after the 30th of Juu<
ie President may, and with the advice and oonaent o
ie Senate shall, appoint "diplomatic ministers to certaii
mntries, and consuls at certain places, who shall re
ive an unnual compensation for their services, not ex

teding the amount herein specified." A very strict ami
U ral construction of this act would give the salariei
ro rhled for it to nobody who was not appointed froii
id alter the 30th of June, 1805, while at the same tiun
would have taken away from all the then incumbeuti
ie right to receive their fees, or, indeed, to hold tiieii
tices. But it could not be believed that Congress meani
> vim ate all our legationsand all our consulates on one day
id keep them vacant until new appointments could tie sen
it to every part of the world. The construction put oi
ie law by the late President and Secretary of State, un
;r the advice of the Attorney Ueueral, was tiiat a minis
x or consul who was in service on the 30th of June, am
ho was retained in ofiicc, was, to all the intents am
jrposes of the now act, in the same condition as if In
id received his commission afterwards. In other words
ic law converted the incumbents from full-palil into "*1
lea oniceni.
That the construction was light I hail no doubt. It ii
accordance with the grand purpose of the act, and ain

-her view of it would have defeated the object and don<
lormous injury to the public service.
The contemporaneous construction of the Executive L
igh authority for it, and Congress added the weight o
I own by making appropriations to i>ay ministers win
ere not previously appointed and not recouiniissioued
well us by ratifying the treaties which they subse

lently negotiated.
This brings us one step towards a conclusion. It ii
ttled that a consul retained in office under the act o
i55 is a consul appointed under that act so far as re
irds compensation. That compensation was a salary, t<
! counted from that time, when he received his jiost o

lty, down to the time when he left it. To give him mon
as expressly forbidden.
But in 1856 the system wus again remodeled. By the
ghtli section of the act then proposed a consul was U
ceive salary not only for the time spent at the place o
s official duty, but, in addition to that, for the time oc

ipied in waiting his instructions, in travelling to bit
sit of duty, and in returning home at the close of hit
rvice.
This last-mentioned act, like the ,oue which preceded
did not in words apply to consuls or ministers whe

id been apfiointcd liefore ; but, Inasmuch as It was not
mtemplated to turn them out, it must have been mean!
at they should remain in office with the new coinpens*
>n. About this, however, there seems to have been
me doubt, which Congress saw proper to put at rest in
157 by a proviso in the appropriation bill, declaring
at the act of 1856 should apply to consuls appointed
ter the act of 1855.
Thus the consuls appointed in 1855 are put on a level
ith those appointed in 1856, and we have seen thai
lisuls whose commissions weio dated previous to 185?
ive the same compensation as those who were appointed
ider that act. Things that ore equal to the same thing
v- W ukm uiuci. iwiuiuic mere ia no uiuereuci
tween the three claascs bo tar as regards the rule 01
mpensation for Berviceg jierformed at the sanie time.
The result of all this legislation.which certainly doet
>t seem at the first blush to be very plain.is that e
nsul who served only under the old law received feet
id nothing else. If he was retained after July, 1855,
i got a salary for the time he remained ut his post. 11
held his office after the act of 1856 went into operant,he got paid, in addition, for the time spent in com
g home. In short, his compensation is to be regulate!!
' the law which was in force when the services were
mlurud, not by that which prevailed at the date of hii
mmission. This rule is simple as well us just, and
iough the various acta of Congress express it with some
inecessary circumlocution, they are still plain enough tc
understood by any one who will take the trouble tc

lalyzo and compare them.
A doubt has also arisen atiout the meaning of the las!
luse of the eighth section of the act of 1850.a consul
all not be allowed compensation for the time occupied
coming home "if ho shall have resigned or have been
called therefrom for any malfeasance in hu office." IK
c words italicized qualify the word raigned, as well in
ailed f I think they do vory plainly. The grammati1connexion of the wholo sentence is such thnt you canitseparate its parts without violence. A consul cannot
relieved from tho duties of his office except by g

signation or recall. If they lie terminated in eithei
these ways, but without any official guilt or dclintency,he may get what the law says a meritorioui

tieer shall have.namely, his full pay, to be counted
iwn to the time when he reaches hit own residence,
it if ho violates his obligations to the public in such s
anner that the government on that account is obliged
recall him, or if he resigns merely to escape a recall
liich he is conscious of deserving, then lie shall suffei
e penalty of coming home at his own expense. I dc
it believe that Congress ever had the least intention tc
alee the mere resignation of offices a formal offence.
The act of 1857 extends the provisions of 1856 to jxr'i»appointed after the act of 1855, but it docs not give
em salaries, according to the act of 1856, except for
e Hrvicu rendered after it went into operation. It war

subject of dispute whether one who served after 185t
uld get tire salary then given if he had lieen appointed
fore? Congress said that he could, but they did
it. say that he could be paid for previous servicer
any higher rate, or by any other rule, than thai
irich was fixed by the law of the time when
ey were performed. There is no ground whatever
r the notion that a consul can now claim a salary
r any portion of the time for which he was author

idto get fees, and just as little for the opiniotr that lit
ir be paid under the law of 1856 for anything he did
ulor that of 1855. A consul, for instance, who wns spinted in March, 1855, and went immediately to his
«t of duty, received fees down to July 1st of that year,
d cannot now receive anything else. If you give him
0 salary created in 1856 for the time sjierrt in making
s journey out, you must give it to him on the same

inciple for the whole time he was there, and let
m have fees and salary both. But such a claim
mid Ire so absurd that nobody makes it. It all comes
lost to what I ltavc already said is the true rule.

racly, that each person shall be paid for his services
reeahly to the law in force at the time when the serieswcro performed ; and there is nothing in the book
at can make it either more or less.
It may lie well that I should not close without apply<the ride to the particular cases which you have sent
me.
Mr. McCrcn, late consul at Paris, claims for timo spent
returning home. He is entitled to it, tiecause his return
is long after the act of 1856 went into effect, and his
lignntion was not for malfeasance in office.
Mr. Murphy, the late consul at Shanghai, is in the
lie condition, if I rightly understand the statement ol
1 case as I received it.
Mr. Kpping, consul at Oldenburg, wns appointed in
nnanr lUMI I lid rlaSm fur dnlarv whiln wnUtaw f..r

itructlons and going out cannot bo allowed for two realm: Int. He went out while the law of 1855 won In operon,and that law foriside such allowance ; and, 2d, the
1 of 1856 took away all salary from the consulate at 01nburg,so that, if It were retroactive, its effect would
not to give him more than he received under tho act
1855, but to make him refund what he has already got.
Mr. Blythe, consul general for Cuba, received his inactionsin March, and went out in October, 1856. He
unot be paid for this, because the act of 1856 did not
into effect until January, 1857.
Mr. Andrews, late consul general for the British North
ncrican provinces, received his instructions In March
d April, 1855, when the duties of the office were paid
fees. Of course he is not to be allowed anything by

e way of salary for that time.
Mr. Huffnagle's Instructions as consul-general to BritiIndia were given him in September, 1855. He claims
n|K:nsation for the time he was occupied in receiving
on and in making tho passage to Calcutta. But It
ist lm disallowed; for the act of 1855, then in force,
re no salary, except for the time spent at the post
duty.

I am, most respectfully, yours, 4c.,
J. 8. BLACK.

Hon. Law is Cass,
tiecretary of State.

INtMUOB 11KTAKmKM

frtud Intuit in K<iti*u."rim Acting Cuiufflibaluiwt Of
Indian Affairs transmitted this morning to the CommiB"sinner of the General lsuid Office all the papers in hie

' possession relating to the land* in Kansas held by the
government in trust for the Indians. Large sales of these
lands have recently been made, and the possession of
these papers will enable the Commissioner of' the GeneralLand Office to issue pateuts to the parchaeers.

COST limci OKI' A HTMKNT.

PromAu-n..We learn that Mr. James K. Polk Campbell,of Tennessee, has been promoted from a secondclassto a third-class clerkship in the Post Office Department,in place of Mr. Meriani, resigned. Salary, $1,600
a year.

THE NEW YORK BLACK REPUBLICAN STATE
: TICKET.

, The Albany Argus, in its issue of yesterday morn-ing, has tire following ''lirst-rato notice" of the ticket
just placed iu nomination by the black-republican
State convention of Now York :

" Nothing shows the weakness of the black-republican
[sirt v as tin organisation so much as the Htute ticket that
lias been dictated to it, and which is presented to the
country. The nominations were extorted by the candl1dates under threats and denunciations.
"Mr. Clapp, the nominee for secretary of State, do-

nonnccd the corruptions of his party, openly esjioused the
1 leading principles of the know-nothings, and manifested

an insubordination that was only to be uppeuscd by the
gift of office.

' " Tho so-called radical democrat organised apart, dclnouucod the corruptions of the central power, anil tlircataened an insurrection, unless also appeased by office. They
receive two plac *.that of comptroller, and tliat of canal
commissioner. Mr. Hogeboom, who was identified with
tho vetoed supply bill, and otber measures of the last

i session, now generally condemned, demanded one of the
first places on the programme. Defeated by a shuttle of

5 the cards, his friends denounced tho manoeuvring of the
convention, and they were upjicaeed by the gift of the

i treasury-ship.f " Tlie patch-work coalition was falling ujiart into its
> several elements of fanaticism, and each of the dema>gogue leaders was preparing to march off with liis faction,

when the device of giving an office to each was hit upon
as a temporary expedient.

' " Thus the party is officered by the insubonliuate and
' disloyal men who have denounced its conduct, and de

clared their want of confidence iu its principles."

f The Argils concludes :

a " A ticket thus ma le can have no strength. It does
not come from the ranks. The nominations were obtainedby disaffected men, o}>eratlug on the fears of the

> convention. There can be no enthusiasm in their behalf,
f and no desire to see this extortion successful ; nor lias

the party anything to expect of an e liniuistration (if
i elected) coinjioHed of such warring elements,
i " Wc have no fears of such a ticket. If elected it will

be owing to the apathy and inaction of its opjionents, und
I not to any inherent strength of its ow u.''

THE FEELING IN PENNSYLVANIA.
' We take the following from the Perry (Pennsylvn,

nia) Democrat:
"Whenever Gen. Packer has addressed a democratic

meeting the people have turned out in great numbers to
greet him, and manifested the liveliest enthusiasm. On
the contrary, wherever Mr. Wilmot has ap|>eured the
meetings were dull, and the turn-out remarkably Bmall.
At Hollidaysburg, Huntingdon, and Chambersburg, reicently, their meetings were but tizzies. What do these
signs betoken f Do they not plainly point out that Gen.
Packer is to be our next governor, and that the people
arc heartily sick of this everlasting slavery agitation, and

f desire to give the men who are at the head of it a meritedrebuke t Pennsylvanians arc too loyal to the eonsti,tution to place in their gubernatorial chair u black-repubt
lican agitator."
The Philadelphia Argus says :

" Wilmot appears to lie making i>oor headway in the
west. His abolition harangue does not please the people,
and he meets, therefore, with so much coolness and in.difference that he has abandoned Borne of the apjwintmeritsmade for him to speak. He was announced for
Clearfield and several other places, which he lias foiled to
meet, having evidently become sick and disheartened with
his prospects."

| THE UNITED STATES GRAND LODGE OF ODD
FELLOWS.

1 urn Douy is now in bession in me city oi uamI

more, and wo learn thatit is,rapidly progressing with
i the business before it. The Sun of yesterday mornJ

ing says:
" Among the Important business of Wednesday was

the presentation of the report of the grand treasurer,
t Hon. Joshua Vansant, stating a balance, as l>er report of
t the finance committee, of $10,339 52 ; received from the

grand secretary for the year up to September 1st, 1857,
$17,604 60 ; note of the U. S. Grand Lodge, at three

, months, for $1,500 ; do. do. at four months, $1,200;
net proceeds of note of Grand Lodge, at five months,
$1,044 50 ; note of Grand Lodge of Maine, $121 16 ;
note of Grand Encampment of Maine, $116.makings
total of $31,826 79 ; from which is deducted for miieIage, per diem, current expenses, salaries, &c., $21,413 55.
Of the balance there arc drafts which will not lie payable
until after the adjournment of the Grand Lodge, amountiing to $1,424 79, and leaving a cash Imlance in the
treasury of $8,988 45. The report estimates that $11,000will lie required to pay the per diem and mileage of
the representatives, and that $2,011 55 will be required
more than is now in the treasury for that purpose. It
further estimates that a balance of $4,000 will stand
against the treasury on tho 1st of December next. The
report exhibits a balance of $173 72 greater than that of
lost year.

" The committee on finance, in its report, spoke of the
necessity of reducing the expense of the Grand Lodge,
either by a reduction of mileage, per diem, a resort to
biennial sessions, or limit tho number of reprerentalives
to one from each subordinate Grand Lodge.

" The grand secretary made a supplementary report of
the amounts received by him since the former report and
opto the 22d instant to be $(i07 36, of which $672 were
balances from Grand Lodges, $1,465 31 for cards,
$924 19 for books, $33 75 for odes, $62 50 for diplomas,
$34 01 for miscellaneous, and $1,200 representation
taxes, from Grand Encampment balances $134 29, charter$60, dues $92 45, and miscellaneous $320 62."

The l'aris correspondent of the New Orleans Picayune
thus writes : "That the French people are generally happywould api>ear to be beyond dispute. 1 hove conversed
with a number of old residents and others well informed,
and their unanimous expressions were that the nation
under Naj>olcon III was universaliy prosperous, peaceful,
and contented. No man could have administered more

faithfully to their wants than he had done, while the city
of Paris, as well as other portions of the empire, hail undergonethe most beneficial changes during his reign.
With regard to Paris alone, it luui become almost anothercity within the past few years, and those who had
not visiter! it lately would scarcely recognise tire Paris of
a short time hock. New, beautiful, and substantial edifices,even in tire outskirts of the city, are daily going
up, while the arts and sciences are encouraged with all
that a devoted Emperor's lilrerality can liestow. To sum

up, I have never witnessed a better-governed city than
Paris. The rights of all are respected the city is a
model of order and cleanliness good health and contentmentprevail ; and if the shopkeepers would only respect
the Sabbath, Paris would ire the city of the world ! As
it is, for solid comfort nnd pleasure combined, sho is withoutan equal. London may l>c ahead of her in a business
point of view, but in all other respects Paris bears away
the palm."
The fit. Louis Democrat says : "It seems that the re..f..III ...i,,,,-

"""""" " «... w.cupwg.
Something new, great, or wonderful i* constantly turning
up. The latest discovery is a specimen of salt rock,
1landed us yesterday by Mr. Nettleton, clerk of the
steamer Garvin. It was taken from a hill or mountain
of the same material, Just discovered, a short distance
from the Mississippi river, on the Missouri side, and about
seventy-two miles from 8t. Louis. It is situated on Salinecreek, in IVrry county, and almost on a lino dividing
that county from Ste. Genevieve county. Saline creek
empties into the Mississippi river alsiut three and a half
miles below St. Mary's landing. The specimen before us
resembles a piece of quartz rock, and is a little mixed
with a substance resembling iron ore. It has a pure,
sweet taste, and when ground to powder is as white as

any of the table salt now in general use. If we are not
misinformed, this hill of salt will prove an immense specillationto Its owners, and will cheapen the price of that
article very materially in thiM city."

for U>« t'Uoa

INDIA AND CHINA.
The popular mind h notoriously inconstant. The im

pressions made upon it are at> short-lived as they are sud
den in growth. Their existence is wholly a depeudeu
one ; for they last as long as no grave issues of nations
importance, no sudden outburst of political or religioui
phrensy no Burdell tragedy, or Kalluch farce ; no racy
bum* buucht of European scandal, or stupefying evident
of diplomatic j/aucberte, rises up "to push them from thcli
stools." On the great throne of public curiosity then
can be no Laoeduononian rule of dominion. Two mun

archs cannot reign simultaneously. One must be oonten
to withdraw from the imperial sway, and bend ill sub
mission to the other. The less recent it always tin
weaker, and whatever importance it might have befor<
possessed becomes lost in the astounding character of tin
nouvtau-n/. Its duty is at an end, and there is no lougei
occasion for a continuance in office. It must be observed
however, that all such 'sensations'' have not necessarily
the same end. This varies with the relative value o

each. There is a certain respect to be (iaid to the remain*
of a few superior ' 'sensations'' after the throne which they
once occupied lias l>een usurped by a new comer. /

special manifestation of recognizance is due to their mem
ory. They are not thrown into the grave of the undis
tinguished many ; hut are emhaluu-d in high statu by
their friends, who indulge lu the pleasing hope of Micaw
her that something will "turn up" to make them ona

more the centre of public attraction. Their import
ance for the time lieing has passed away ; but that doci
not preclude the likelihood of their yiosscssing a prospectiveutility. Regarded in the light of a Lust rts<.rt, they
remain unnoticed until their rivals have ceased to at

tract, or there is nothing current to satisfy the vomcioui
maws of the news-devourers. When tills takes place
such an "item" again comes forth clothed in all its prim
itive attractiveness. Its recaption by the fickle public ii
the some as it was on its "first appearance." The ex

citement rises as high ; the press is Hooded with the wit*
productions usual on such occasions, and absolutely groam
witli gloomy forcbodiugs as to its probable effect upon tin
"stocks" or the "money marketand all do their lies
to forget that the startling news is nothing else but i

resurrected corpse galvanized into existence by them
selves.

There cannot be a more apt illustration of the uliovi
views than the contrast between the interest In China show)
by our people and the press generally six months ago
and the utter listlessness with which the movements o

the English at Canton are now received. Huh tUnereno

dooms the more astonishing when we reflect that (hi
cause* which then attracted the attention of the people o

tliis country still exist, and that matters are now assu

ming a most critical aspect. If we scrutinised then, w<

should watch with an eagle eye at present. If we wen

interested then, we should lie anxious now. The conton
is still as noble and as important to the interests of thii
country. England's course should commend itself t<

every one interested in the advancement of commerce

unweakened by prejudice and unfettered by exclusive
ness. The advantages that she, as is to lie hoped, wil
force from China will not be confined to her merchant
and people ; but they will be made available wlierevei
commerce is king, and a necessity exists for a full open
ing to be given to the principles of "free trade."
Now, however, that the question has assumed a decis

ive nsjiect, that a British minister backed by a British
force has been sent to China, and that buttles have actuallytaken place between thein and the Chinese whicl
display the skill and courage of the latter in a much bet
tcr light than we have been led to expect, why do we re

main listless and careless spectators of the result of tin
struggle ? Why is this ? The question is surely as inter
esting and important as it was in April lost. The inter
est bus, if jH»sible, become more intensified. A decide*
stand has been assumed by Gnat Britain. Our govern
inent has also taken active measures, with an eye to tin
future protection of our interests in the Chinese ports. I
will lie recollected that, when the question of holding th<
court of Pekin resiKiusihle for the aggessions of its ofti
cere upon British subjects and American citizens at Can
ton was before tliis government and tliat of Great Britain
the greatest excitement prevailed in this country, an<

whatever related, however indirectly, to the '' Celestiu
Kingdom" became full of attraction. Mr. Buchanan dii
not consider the provocation a sufficient catun belli, us a quasi
ai>ology was offered by the authorities which he deeiner
sufficient. He contented himself, therefore, with sending
a commissioner to China clothed with authority to makt
inquiries into the true state of the facts, and to co-o|>eiatc
if necessary, with Lord Elgin, who was invested by tin
British government with ample powers to declare war, ir
the event of indemnification for the loss sustained b)
British subjects being refused by the Emperor. An actua;

expression has been given to the declared wishes of tin

people of the United States. What they desired has beer

accomplished. Their wishes have been carried out; and

yet the compliance with them scorns to have hithertc
passed unheeded.
What, it may be asked, has produeod this complete revulsionof jropular sentiment ? Why does China nc

longer occupy a prominent place in the public eye!
There must be a cause, or a combination of causes, which
have produced this apathy on our part not less strange
than it is blameworthy. It might be justly thought that
these are of the most powerful character. "No, faith,
not a jot." The unsteadiness in popular feeling aloni
underlies this change in sentiment. The capricious publicis amusing itself with another toy, and has little
leisure to look at that which it has carelessly tossed
aside. 'J tie idol of yesterdny has become the cast-awuj
bauble of to-day. Our eyes aro still directed to Asia
but they pass over China to rest upon British India. W<
talk profoundly of the Mnhabarat, anil have forgotter
what little we knew about the In-Ttiuj-Lnih-Si. Tin
"Offspring of the Bun" is wholly eclipsed by the traditionalKinir of Delhi, whose venerable lieard and diirniflei
countenance have been delineated -no doubt admirably.
in a certain well-known "weekly." Buddhists and Man
darins nro neglected, while Kcpoys and followers o

Brahma form the staple of highly-philosophic inquisi
tions.

It is evident that we no longer view with any mani
testations of interest the progress of events in China
The glance at the news from that empire is a cursory one
while the smallest slip from India is read with the utmos
avidity. Though onr anxiety is natural, and proceed
mainly from sentiments of humanity, It is not the less h
be censured if it blinds us to what touches so closely oui

interests and those of the great world of commerce. A
watchful guardianship over our interests docs not impli
necessarily the exercise of selfishness. To protect care

hilly from injury all that may serve to benefit us canno

surely be characterized as such. It is but the exercise o

a strict national prudence. It manifests a projrer regan
for our dignity as a nation, which demands the presorva
tion of these elements, which make us prosperous am:

great.
What sentiment, other than that of sympathy, identifiesu* with the maintenance of British domination in In

(lift f If the power of the British government lie re-cstali
lished, it will confer no more benefits on us than it hoi
heretofore done. The same selfish monopolize will Iks ex

ercised, and the same undue privileges claimed, by the
colonial authorities. If, on the other hand, the prophecj
tiviunml ur> so reverently anionc the Hindoos mecf. if.

fulfilment., and the century after the battle of Plassy geei

tho strength of English dominion exhausted, and th<
English troops driven from the soil, it is more thar
probable that the advantages accruing to this coun

try from the increase of commercial facilities so affordedwould enable us to bear with equanimity th<
destruction of the power of the Kast. India Company. Ha»
that inlluenee produced any useful results for us as a na

tion f England has civilised India, but it has ever beer
a civilisation working for her own lieneflt, and revolvingwithin an orbit prescribed by herself. She has renderedthe productions and manufactures of the natives
useful, but she has, with the cunning that is so distinctivea feature of hor policy, contrived to narrow their usefulnessto her own interests. England has been kind to

India, but she baa been kinder to herself Hh« baa almostwholly uitmopollaed the tnute of bar colonies, an,}
what other nationa have been able to gather from it hat
been usually at a heavy disadvantage. Ma li of this b.
no doubt, to be ascribed to the many restrictions which
aire has deented it politic to iuipoee upon foreign trade
Ami this will aaost probably always continue While
India labors and produces for the benefit of her taskimuil
ers, it is foolish to suppose tlwit either we or any other
people can hoj>e to occupy a position other than subordinateto that of her conquerors. But a different system
would be inaugurated should the present rebellion against
her authority be successful. We trust that it muy not; hut
it cannot be conceuled that, though India would be hat
to England, we would, in all probability, he gainers by
the change. Hie Held would theu be opeu for coni|>eti
tlon. American enterprise, untrammelled by the policy
of a rival retaining in her IiiumIs a powerful monopoly,
could then press forward in its race of progress. The
mtefortune of Km/land would be (he gain of the Vtitled Shite*,
On the other hand, her struggle with China up|»-Hlt

forcibly to our interests as a commercial nation. Wo
have a legitimate right to |>articipatc in whatever tri
umphs may fall to her lot. We would be losers by )m
defeat; while we could not fail to profit by her success.
To a commercial people like ours, a fret; and open tratio
with that mysterious empire, about the true ca|>»city of
w hich so little accurate is known, would be of the utmost
iiu|Nirtanco. Our com|>urative ignorance of the extent of
the resources of China renders it impossible to judge, by
any just standard of measurement, how far an uutcttered
interchange of goods would increase our trade in iter peculiarmanufactures. We cannot give a correct opinion
when we know so little that is positive. Our wont of
knowledge becomes a bar to such an expression of judgment.That it would ho great cannot, however, lie
doubted. It can lie fairly ussunied, wu take it, that an

ojH-mng of the interior of China would not only result in
a large increase in the demand for tea, and silk, raw snti
manufactured, but that it would also be likely to muk«
our own products known to the Chinese. A certainty of
protection from the extortions aiui,opposition of the Chinesegovernment would, no doubt, operate favorably upon
commerce, both in discovering new articles of trade and
in lowering their prices by incessant, vigorous competition.

5 By reference to the American Almanac for 1857 it apk
pears that our trade with Cliina is double that with tho
British hirst Indies. During tire year ending June 3d,

f 1855, the value of our im{>orts from Hiul export# to each
9 country wax an follows :

9Imports. Export#.
f China .$11,048,728 $1,719,428

India5,457,378 912,263
» 11 will l>e #ccn at n glance that the value of our ex,]>orta to China, when compared with that of our import#,
t is very trifling. China is, at present, therefore, more

, benefited by us than we are by her. This inequality in

, values is the inevitable result of that restrictive policy,
which has confined foreign trade almost wholly to the
limits of Canton. If we were better known, our export*

I would be more valuable. It is impossible for the Chinese
i to appreciate the advantage# that they might reap from a

r free interchange of goods, when they are constantly
wanted to beware of receiving or using foreign products.
'I'hey see only with the eyes of their riders ; and as they
are notoriously "oblique," the "second sight" cannot

manifestly be very acute. To increase largely our trade
with China it is only requisite that its interior be opencil

, to the enterprise of our commercial men. A select band
of enterprising Yankees would revolutionise the Empire.
The curiosity of John Chinaman once excited, it would

, n Jt be long before he would lie enticed to speculate in
foreign goods. Hie beginning is a great step towards the
axomplishment of the whole. Ine speculation in hi#

I cunning hand# could not but prove successful ; and the
floodgates of national exclusiveness being thrown o|ieii,

» the tide of self-interest would liear with it, in its swelling
t course, the last landmarks of that reserve which had so

long isolated China from the tendencies of the "outer
world'' of Christianity and progress.

'I'lw.,1,.nnnf, I jnvl tflfrlt, iWtinrxl if

fulfilled, to ctfect much. A plenaiy power of war or

peace has been given to him. He has as yet done nothingtowards furtheringtlio wishes of his government. A
few skirmishes have, it is true, taken place In the neighborhoodof Canton ; but they have led to nothing decisive,except proving that the Chinese are not mere "carpetsoldiers." By the latest dates we sec;, however, that
lie is to proceed with a fleet up the Peiho to receivo
a decisive answer from the Emperor as to whether he approvesor condemns the acta of hia subordinate Yeh.
Should lie show himself disposes! to treat amicably with
the English, Lord Elgin woidd scarcely fail in placing
foreign commerce upon a firm and equitable basis. ll>i»
much is expected of him and he cannot assuredly do
less. As one of the authorised representatives of commerce,the American people are peculiarly interested in
the result of this visit to l'ekln. Much is destined to
flow from it, which the future will unravel.

'i here may be two modes of viewing the justice of the
course of England in India. Some may bo found to join
with the New York Irish News, and other journids with
similar prejudices, in denunciations of her policy and in
scoll's at the idea of her having done anything toward
the amelioration of her colonies, morally, socially, or

politically. There can, however, be but one opinion as to
the propriety of her course in the defence of her subjects
at Canton. In the case of China, our interests are coequalwith those of (treat Britain. It is impossible to
disunite them. A blow at the one would affect the other.
Tr' tu'lf.lnlorAflf lu> PVfr n. lmnd uiifHcii'tiilv ufwtmr fn nrn-

duce singleness of aim, it is assuredly so In the present
. instance.
, It cannot be truly said that our sympathy with our

, trans-Atlnntic cousins in their struggle against the revolt.od colonists is rendered necessary by a mutuality of inIterests or hopes. '1 here is nothing to induce such a sentiment,unless it l>c our desire that their toils and efforts
during the [Hist century shall not be entirely fruitless,

f This feeling, at the ln-st, resolves itself into a mere expressionot sympathy, while it would not be far from the
truth to say that we should watch the complexion of affairsin Cb'tia with something of the hopes and fear* o|
particqmnts. D.

J Tire Kansas corresi>ondcnt of the Louisville Courier, in
his last letter, tells the following story : "An old, IwldHheaded bachelor, living near Harnett, became enamored

> of a bewitching |>air of black eyes.I always had a weakrness for black eyes myself- which, although much too
r young for him, for he wore spectacles, ire persuaded to

elope with him. They camped out that night on their
way in search of a 'squire, and when they were ail
asleep all but two .a young lad in the party, who didn't

t wear spectacles, got to whispering soft nonsense in black
f eyes' ear the consequence of which was.fickle MX
1 that two horses were immediately saddled, and break fast

next morning found the pair married. Imagine the conIsternatlon of the party on awaking at daylight to find the
couple gone. A note pinned to the 'martial cloak' of the
disconsolate told the tale. The ytimg cne had jvmpeil hit
claim T'

The Ixmdon Times has the following : "On Monitor
morning last the detachment of royal marines, alsmt to
cmlsirk at Plymouth for service in China, were oaiil »

month's wages in advance. A private named McAeonc,
on receiving his money, asked permission to marry beforeembarking. The request was granted, and, going
under the escort of a non-commissioned officer, lie was

allowed to proceed to church with ids bride. The ceremonyhaving lieen concluded, the happy pair were permittedten minutes to spend the honey-mi sin, at the expirationof which time he returned to the barracks, niaile
an allotment in favor of his wife, and then cmlsirked
with tlio rest of the detachment on lioard the Imperador
screw steamer."

The Charlottesville (Va.) Advocate, in referring to the
risk run by persons attempting to get on the railroad car"
when in motion, says: "Mr. David Paul Brown, a distinguishedlawyer of Philadelphia, attempted to get. upon
tho train ns it moved off, fell beneath the first step of the
car, and every one thought for the moment that lie was

certainly killed. Fortunately ho did not fall upon the
track, hut so very near that the wheels of the entire train
passed over the crown of his hat.''


