
rich in mineral and agricultural resource#, especially in a

,llver and topfiar Ilia mail* of tba United Htato* to Qal- w

Uurnia are now carried over it throughout ita whole ex- hi
tent, and this route ie known to be the nearest, and he- B
liered to be the beat to the Pacifli f tl
Louj experieuoo ha* deeply convinced rue that a strict M

^ooatrnctiou of the power* granted to Congress b the rl
only true, a* well aa the only safe, theory of the constltu- ei

thru. Whilst this principle shall guide my public con- f]
dixi, I conaider it clear that under the war-waking power
Congress may appropriate money for the construction of gi
a military road through the Territories of the United iu

Slates, when this b absolutely necessary for the defence in
any of the States against foreign invasion. The oon- m

,titution has ounferrcd upon Congress power "to declare dl
wv," "to raise Mid support armies," to provide Mid
maintain a navy," and to call forth the militia to "repel in

invasions." These high sovereign powers necessarily in- pi
rolve iiDisirtant ami responsible public duties, and ar

uaoug them there b none ao sacred and so imperative aa Ml
that of preserving our soil from the invasion of a foreign A
ranff. The constitution has, therefore, Jeft nothing on u

this point to construction, but eiptv**l" rertiiirei that nji
the United States shall protect each of them [the States] j*

ngsinst invasion " Now, if a military food over our own p<
Territories be indispensably necessary to enable us to
meet and repel the invader, it follows as a necessary tl
consequence not only that we possess the power, but it is
utir imperative duty to construct such a road. It would gi
le an absurdity to invent u govr niuicut with tire unliin- ni
itol power to make and conddct w*r, an<l at the time ai

time deny to It the only means of reaching and defeating tn
the enemy at the frontier. Without such a road it is a

,juite evident wo cannot "protect" California and our a)
I'aeihc |Kwaassiuns "irgainst iua asion " We cannot by ui

any other means transport men and munitions of war ef
from the Atlantic States iu sufficient time successfully to li<
defend these remote and distant portions of the republic. in
Kxperience has proved that the route* across the isth- je

qui* pf Cchtrnl America rfrr at brat Intt a very uncertain br
mid iLBrrliairb mode o( communication. Hut even If this m
were not th« case, they wotrld. at once be closed against tl
us In the event of war with a naval power so much ar

stronger than our own as to enable it to blockade the vi

port* at either end of these routes. After all, therefore, ti
we can only rely upon a military road through our own ei
territories ; and ever since the origin of the government
Congress has lioen in the practice of appropriating money ol
from the public treasury for the construction of such ei
roads. 0I
The difficulties Mid the expense of constructing a mili- 11

Urv railroad to connect our Atlantic and Pacific Mates
have been greatly exaggerated The distance on the te
Arizona route near the 32d parallel of north latitude, he- la
tween the western boundary of Texas on tho llio Grande vi
and the eastern Iwundary of California on the <Colorado, hi
from the lxnt cxploratioiiK now within our knowledge, m

(low not exceed four hundred and seventy miles, and the a>

fact of the eouutry Is, in the inaiu, favorable. For obvl- tc
ens reasons the government ought not to undertake tire w
work Itself by means of its own agents. ThlH ought to
be committed to other agencies, which Congress might SI
assist either by grants of lund or money, or by both, upon oi
such terms and cbnditions as they may deem most bene- g(
hcial for the country. Provision might thus be made se
not ouly for the safe, rapid, and ouonomkal trans]*.ita
tion of troops and munitions of war, but also of the pub- pi
lie mails. The commercial interests of the whole court- tl
try, both East and West, would be greatly promoted by m
such a road ; and, above all, it would be a powerful ad- ar
ditional bond of union. And although advantages of or
this kind, whether postal, commercial, or political, can
not confer constitutional power, yet they may furnish ju
auxiliary argument* in favor of expediting a work which, dl
in my judgment, is clearly embraced within the war- hi
making power. di

For these reasons 1 commend to the frieudly considers- st
tion of Congress the subject of the Pacific railroad, with-
out finally committing myself to any particular route. to
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury will fur- m

uisli a detailed statement of the condition of the public hj
finances and of the respective branches of the public servicedevolved upon that department of the government, to
By this report it appears that the amount of revenue re- ti
ccived from all sources iuto the treasury during the fiscal tl
year ending the 30th June, 1837, was sixty eight mil- rt
lion six hundred and thirty-one thousand five hundred hi
and thirteen dollars and sixty-seven cents, ($68,631,- tr
513 67,) which amount, with the balance of nineteen pi
million nine hundred and one thousand three hundred
ami twenty-five dollars and forty-five cento, ($19,901,- li
125 45,) remaining in the treasury at the commencement U
of the year, made an aggregate for the service of the year
of eighty-eight million five hundred and thirty-two C:
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine dollars and A
twelve cento, ($88,532,839 12.) al
The public expenditures for the fiscal year ending 30th w

bine, 1857, amounted to seventy million eight hundred ®
and twenty-two thousand seven hundred and twenty-four 01

dollars and eighty-five cents, ($70,822,724 86,) of which
fire million nine hundred and forty-three thousand eight 01

hundred and ninety-six dollars and ninety-one cento 1*
a if wcnj w uio rcuciupuoii in wie "v

public debt, including interest and premium, leaving in
the treasury at the commencement of the present fiscal K1
year ou the 1st July, 1857, seventeen million seven 01
hundred and ten thousand one hundred and fourteen dol- r<

larn and twenty-seven cents, ($17,710,114 27.) tt
'ihe receipts into the treasury for the first quarter of '

the present fiscal year, commencing 1st July, 1857, were

twenty million nine hundred and twenty-nine thousand
eight hundred and nineteen dollars and eighty-one cents,
($20,929,819 81,) and the estimated receipts of the re-

maiuiiig three quarters to the 30th June, 1858, arc thirtysixmillion seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
($36,750,000,) making with the balance before stated an c'
aggregate of 'seventy-five million three hundred and tr

eighty-nine thousand nine hundred and thirty-four dollarsand eight cents, ($75,389,934 08,) for the service of er

the present fiscal year. ^
'Ihe actual expenditures during the first quarter of the

present fiscal year were twenty-three million seven '1
hundred and fourteen thousand five hundred and twenty, tt
eight dollars and thirty-seven cents, ($23,714,528 37,) I"
of which three million eight hundred and ninety-five
thousand two hundred and thirty-two dollars and thirty- tr
nine cents ($3,895,232 39) were applied to the redemp- ®f
tion of the public debt, including interest and premium. "
'ihe probable expenditures of the lemainiug three qnar- '
trm, to 30th Jane, 1858, are fifty-one million two hun-
died and forty-eight thousand five hundred and thirty c"

dollars and four cents, ($51,248,530 04,) including intereston the public debt, making an aggregate of seventy- "

four million nine hundred and sixty-three thousand Wl

fifty-eight dollars and forty-one cents, ($74,963,053 41,) i"
leaving an estimated balance in the treasury at the close c0
of the present fiscal year of four hundred and twentysixthousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars and Kc
sixty-seven cents, ($426,875 67.)

' P*
The amount of the public doM at the commencement (>0

of the present fiscal year was twentv-nine millions sixty
thousand three hundred and eighty-six dollars and ninety >ll
rent* ($29,060,3«ti 90.) )The amount redeemed since tho 1st of July was three
million eight hundred and ninety-five thousand two hun- ra

drwl and thirty-two dollars and thirty-nine cent* ($3,896,- '
2112 391.leaving a balance unredeemed at this time of
twenty-five million one hundred and sixty-five thousand w'

one hundred and fifty-four dollars and fifty-one cents 1
($25,165,154 51.) ti(
The amount of estimated expenditures for the remain-

ing three quarters of the present fiwal year will, in all pti
profaaMity, lie Increase*! from the Cannes set forth In the ne

report of the Secretary. His suggestion, therefore, that tr
authority should lie given to supply any temjiorary defi- tni

ciency by the issue of a limited amount of treasury notes, on
i* approved, and ] accordingly recommend Ihc passage of pr
eh a law. wl
As stated in the report of the Secretary, the tariff of co

March 3, 1857, has been in operation for so short a mi

period of tune, and under circumstances so unfavorable to no
a just development of its results as a revenue measure,
that I should regard It as inexpedient, at least for the |IH
present, to undertake its revision. sh

I transmit herewith the reports made to me l>y the Sec- by
" taries of War and of the Navy, of the Interior and of tni
the l'ostuiaster General. They all contain valuable and in>
important information and suggestions which 1 commend du
to the favorable consideration of Congress. re«

I liave already recommended the raising of four addi
tsaul regiments, and the report of the Servetary of War 14 1

presents strong reason* proving this Increase of the army, '**

mder existing circumstances, to be indispensable.
I would call the special attention of Oongress to the

eccramendatton of the Secretary of the Navy In favor of
'he oust ruction of ten small war steamers of light ml

Traugbt Kor some years the government has l*wn
on many occasions to hire such steamers from in

'NvidttaJg to supply its pressing wants. At the present 'm
moment we have no ariueil vessel in the navy which can
penetrate the rivers of China We have but few which PM
'*» enter any of the harbors south of Norfolk, although
"' ny millions of foreign and domestic rommerce annii- "*

»"y pass iti and out of ibese harbor*. Some of our most ''a*
tillable Interests and most vulnerable points are thus

exposed. Tliis class of vessels of light draught, great 1
Tverl, and heairy gnn« would lie formidable In coast de- lab
ienoe The cost of their construction will not he great, on
»n<i they will require but s comparatively small expendi- the
'' re m keep them In commission. In time of peace they wb
* 11 prove as effective as much larger vessels, snd often pin

tore useful Od«" of thrrt ohouKl be at etery static
beie we mmiiHiti a wiuadrou, and three or four shofc]
i constantly ampioved on our Atlantic mid Facffr emit
conouiy, utility, aud efficiency combine to recoinmrti
iem m almost indispensable Tea of thebe small Vf
<U "ouid be of inoali iitable oilvoutage to the naval oe;
ice, and the whole coat of their construction would n<
ceeed two million three hundred thousand dollars, <

(30,000 each
'ITic report of the Secretary of the Interior is worthy <

rave consideration. It treats of the numerous, unpen
it, aud diversified branches of domestic administrate
itrusted to him by law. Auioog these the most prom
rut are the public lands and our relatkius with the Ii
ions. rti
Our system for Uie disposal of the public lauds, odg
iting with the fathers of the republic, has lieen in
oved as experience pointed the way, and gradual
lapted to the growth and settlement of our wester
iates and Territories. It has worked well hi practio
1ready thirteen Htates and seven Territories hare bee
Lived out of tliesc lands, and still mure tlian a tliousau
plioiis of acres lerrtahi unsold. What» boundless pro
jpt this present# to our country at futtffft prosperity an
>wPf!
We have heretofore disposed of 3t>d, 862,41>4 acres (

le public land.
Whilst the public lain Is as a source of reVCKtre are <

rent im|x>rtance, their importance is for greater as iu.
ishing homes for a hardy and independent race of honei
id iudustrioiui citizens, who desire to subdue and cult

the soil. They ought to be administered mainly wit
view of proruotfrtf? ttfh wise and benevolent policy. I
lpropriutiug tiicm for any othit {tithcee, we ought I
le even greater economy than if tiiey hod beSit oortvrr
I into money and the proceeds were already in the put
: treasury. To squander away this richest and noble
iheritance which any people have ever enjoyed upon ol
eta of doubtful constitutionality or expediency, woui
) to violate one of the most im(iortant trusts ever con
itt<il to aiiy people. Whilst J do not deny to Congrei
w power, when acting boon Hd: as a proprietor, to gl\
ray |K>rt|cm« of them for the purpose of increasiiig tli
line of the remainder,, yet, considering the groat tempti
un to abuse this power, we cannot be too cautious in i
terdsc. ,, ,
Actual settlers imder existing laws arc pra*T*ed again
:her purchasers at the public soles, hi their right 01 p>>
upuuu, wj uic rAM iu ui n (juorior-ictuun, ur iov iuti

land. The remainder may then be disposed of at pul
e or entered at private sale in unlimited quantities.
Speculation lias of late years preraile<l to a great ci
int in the public lands. The consequence has been thi
irge portions of them have liocome the property of Ind
duals anil companies, and thus the price is greatly ei
weed to those who desire to purchase for actual xettl<
lent. In order to limit the area of speculation as muc

|>ossible, the extinction of the Indian title and the ci
'union of the public surveys ought only to keep pa*
ith the tide of emigration.
If Congress should hereafter grant alternate sections I
lutes or companies, as they have done heretofore, I rei
imiond that the intermediate sections retained by tl
ivernment should be subject to pre-emption by actui
Ulers.
It ought ever to be our cardinal policy to reserve tl
iblic lands as much as may be for actual settlers, an
lis at moderate prices. We shall thus not only best pr<
ote the prosperity of the new States and Territoriei
id the i>ower of the Union, but shall secure homes ft
ir posterity for many generations.
The extension of our limits hits brought within ot
uisdiction many additional and populous tribes of li
mis, a large proportion of which are wild, untractabli
id dillicult to control. Predatory and warlike in the
sposition and habits, it is impossible altogether to n
rain them from committing aggressions on each othe
well as upon our frontier citizens and those cmigratin
our distant States and Territories. Hence expensii

Hilary expeditions are frequently necessary to overaw
id chastise the more lawless and hostile.
The present system of making them valuable preseir
influence them to remain at peace has proved ineffei

ial. It is believed to be the letter policy to colonii
lein in suitable localities, where they can receive tl
idiments of education and be gradually induced to ado]
ibits of industry. So far as the experiment has bee
led it lias worked well in practice, and it will doubtlei
rove to be less expensive than the present system.
The whole number of Indians within our terrltorii
mits is believed to be, from the best data in the. Ii
irior Department, about 325,000.
The tribes of Cherokee*, Choctaws, Chickasaws, an

reeks, settled in the territory set apart for them west
rkansas, are rapidly advancing in education and i
1 the arts of ciriiiaatton and self-government ; and a

iny indulge the agreeable anticipation that at no vci
intent day they will be incorporated into the Union (
ae of the sovereign States.
It will be seen from the report of the Postmaster Get

-al that the Post Office Department still continues to di
end on the treasury, as It has been compelled to do fi
tveral years past, for an important portion of the meat
sustaining and extending its operations. Their rapi

rnurtli tills! (>Yimncinn nrn uhnwn lit- a rtarvmnial utatnmor

f the number of po*t offices, and the length of po
>ads, commencing with the year 1827. In that y«
lerc were 7,000 post offices; in 1837, 11,177 ; in 184'
5,146 and in 1857 they number 26.58G. In this yta
725 post offices have been established and 704 discoi
nued, leaving a net increase of 1,021. The postmaste:
368 offices are appointed by the President.
The length of post roads in 1827 was 105,336 miles
1837, 141,242 miles; in 1847, 153,818 miles and i

le year 1857 there are 242,601 miles of port road, it
uding 22,530 miles of railroad, on which the mails ai

unspotted.
The expenditurss of the department for the fiscal yet
iding on the 30th June, 1857, as adjusted by the Aud
ir, amounted to $11,507,670. To defray these expend
ires there was to the credit of the department on the li
lly, 1856, the sum of $789,539 ; the gross revenue <
ic year, including the annual allowances for the tram
irtation of free mail matter, produced $8,053,951; an
ie remainder w.is supplied by the appropriation from tli
easury of $2,250,000, granted by the act of Congret
proved August 18, 1856, and by the appropriation (

>66,883 made by tbe act of March 3, 1857, 1ravin
152,763 to l>e carried to the credit of the department i
,e accounts of the current year. I commend to yon
moderation tiie report of the department in relation t
e establishment of the overland mail route from th
Lssissippi river to San Francisco, California. The roul
is selected with my full concurrence, as the one, in m
dgment, ls*t calculated to attain the important object
ntcmplated by Congress.
The late disastrous monetary revulsion may have on
>od effect should it cause both the government and th
ople to return to tire practice of a wise nnd judiciou
onomy troth in public and private expenditures.
An overflowing treasury has led to habits of prodigal
aud extravagance in our legislation It lias induce

ingress to make large appropriations to objects for whk
ey never would liave provided had it been necessary t
isc the amount of revenue required to meet them b
creased taxation or by loans. We are now oompelle
pause in our career, and to scrutinise our expenditure
ith the utmost vigilance ; and in performing tlds duty
pledge my co-operation to the extent of my eonstitu
>nal competency.
It ought to be observed at the same time that tm
iblic ooonomy doea not consist in wit hholding the mean

<ctrsary to accomplish important national objects in
listed to us by the constitution, and especially such a

ay be necessary for the common defence. In the pre*
it crisis of the country It is our duty to confine our ap
opriations to objects of this character, unless in case
lere justice to individuals may demand a diffcrcn
time. In all cases cars ought to be taken that th
rmey granted by Congress shall be faithfully and cco

miieally applied.
Under the federal constitution, "every bill which shal
ve passed the House of Representatives and the Senat
all, before it becomes a law," be approved and signe<
the l'reaident; and, if not approved, "he shall re
m it with his objections to that house in which it orig
tted." In order to perform this high and res|>onsibl
ty, sufficient time must lie allowed the President t
»d and examine every bill presented to him for ap
aval. Unless this be afforded, the constitution become
lead letter in this particular ; and even worse, it be
me* a means of deception. Our constituents, sceinj
s President's approval and agnattire attached to ear l
t of Congress, arc induced to believe that he has actu
y performed this duty, when, in truth, nothing is, it
my cases, more unfounded.
From the practice of Congress, such an examination o
h bill as the constitution requires, has been rendem
possible. The most important business of each sessior
'ctiprtllv crowrliwl Inin itfc hmirn unH Hie a Iiomaf(> <

-mmtod to the J'reaiclerit in either to violate the const i
ional duty which he owes to the people, and aimrovt
I* whleh. for want Of time. It is impossible he shonld
re examine*!, or. hy his refusal to do this, suhjeet tht
intrv and individuals to (treat loea and iooonrenien<e
Resides, a prartloe has grown up of late year* to l«%is
t in appropriation bills, at the last hours of the session,
new and important subjects This prartloe constrain*
President either to suffer measures to liecomo lswi

loh he does not approve, or- to incnr the rlalt of stop
g the wheel* of the government by vetoing an appro-

'ft priatiou bill Formerly, such bills wore routined io spe
id cilb appropriations fur carrying into eflbct existing law*
>, nud fhC well-established policy of the country, sua little
id time wm (hen required by the Plenideut for their exjuniirnotion
r- For icy own port, 1 have deliberately determined that
>t I olmll approve no trail which I hare not examined,
>i and it will be a cane of extreme and moot urgent neceisitywhich aholl ever induce uu: to depart from thia
jf rule. I therehire respectfully, but earnestly, recotn

t- mend Uiat the two house* would allow the President at
« least two darn previous to the adjournment of each sesi-sion within which no new bill shall be presented to hint
i- for approval. Under the existiug joint rule uue day

Is allowed; but thia rule has been hitherto « > ooni-btantlv suspended in practice, that Important Mils con

i*tinue to be presented to him up till the very last moments
y of tlie session In a large majority of cases no great
u public inconvenience can arise from the want of time to
». examine their provisions, because the constitution has
u declared that If a bill be presented to the President within
id the last ton days of the session be is not required to res'turn it, either with an approval or with a veto, "in which
d case it shall not be a law." It may then lie over, and be

taken up and passed at the next session. Great inconjfvenieuoe would only be experienced in regard to appropriationbills fmt fortunately, under the late excellent
j>{ law allowing a salary, instead of a per diem, to members
i- of CongTiga, the expense and inconvenience of n called
it session will l>A yreatiy reduced.
I- I cannot conclude vfitftout Commending to your fhrorhable consideration the Interests ot fh# people of (his Dim
u trict. Without a representative on the ffoot of Congress,
-o they have for this very reason peculiar claims upoff our
t- just regard. To this 1 know, from my long acquuintunoo
j- rftth them, they are eminently entitled.

»t JAMKK BUCHANAN.
y Washinutok, Doc. 8, tfttf
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rt SENATE.

^ Iloff David H- Hsn>, from the State of North Csrolif
n», appeared in nm StW this Morntug.

message rnOM Tltx holme or *KI HbVwfATIves.
c" A message was received from the House of Iteprcsclrlil

tives by Mr. Allen, their Clerk, informing the Senate
tliat a quorum of the House had assembled, anil tliut the
House had completed its organisation and was ready to
proceed to business; also, announcing that the House

'' had i>osscd a resolution for the appointment of n committee,jointly witii such committcs us may be appointed on
c the part of the Semite, to wait on the President of the

United States and inform liim that a quorum of each
° house was assembled, and that Comma* was ready to re-

oeivc any comuiunii atlon he might l«i pictured to make.
ic

j kksolltiok adopted.

Mr. BRIGHT snlimltted the following reaolutloh )
le which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed
id to :
>- Retolved, That a committee, consisting of three incmu,hers, be appointed, jointly with the committee appointed
>r on the part of the House of Representatives, to wait on

the President of the United States and inform him that
lr a (juorum of each house has assembled, and that Congress
l- is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased
9, to make.
ir On motion by Mr. BRIGHT,
s- Ordered, That the committee lie appoiuted by the l'resr,ident pro tempore.
ig And Mr. Brjout, Mr. Biulek, and Mr. Collamir were
e accordingly appointed.
re Mr. HALE remarked that there had been laid on the

tables of senators copies of the estimates of appropriatetions ; and as it was probable that the document would
> be much used for reference, he moved that one copy of
re the same be bound for the use of each senator ; which
>e was agreed to.

'
notices of bills, etc.

u
w Mr. REID gave notice of his intention on some early

day to introduce a bill making an appropriation for cornelpleting the harbor and removing obstructions at the
j. mouth of Cape Fear river.

Mr. CLAY gave notice of Ids Intention on some early
,d day to introduce bills of the following titles;
_>f A bill to detach the port of Nehna, Alalsuna, from the
m collection district of New Orleans and attach It to the colrelection district of Mobile. Alabama.
-y A bill repealing all laws or parts of laws allowing
nB bounties to vessels employed in the lawk or other cod-

mi*in:i « ».

Sundry paper* were withdrawn from the tile* of the
Senate for the purpose of being referred to the Court of

)r Claim*.
{ i>kk*idi*t's annual mkssaoe.

Mr. BIUGHT, from tire joint committee npjxiinted to
wait on the President of the United State* und inform

s him tiiat the two houses of Congress were ready to re,reive any communication which he might be pleased to
' make, reported that the committee had discharged that

duty, and the President had replied that he would imme1diately communicate with each house of Congress in
re writing.

Shortly afterwards the annual message of the Prcsideut
was received, and was read by the Clerk When its read;ing had been concluded, which occupied nearly two
hours,' Mr. DOUGLAS submitted an order for the printing of

ir
the usual number of tho President's message and acconi

j jwaiving documents, and also for the printing of fifteen
j thousand extra copies thereof for the use of the Senate.

In submitting the above motion, Mr. D. remarked that
^ he concurred cordially and heartily in the views of the
%

President therein expressed, with the exception of that
j portion relating to Kansas and the action of the Lccomp[e

ton convention ; from that portion of the message he towtally dissented, and at an early day he should express hi*
>j. views, and give the reasons why he believed that thepcopieof Kansas hnd not been left, as the organic act de^

clared, perfectly free to form and regulate their institutionsin their own way.
v

Mr. GWIN submitted a substitute for the order to

8 print, to the effect that the usual number of copies of the
e message and documents lie printed, and also fifteen thousandextra copies thereof, the work to be done by the
^ printer to the Senate at the last Congress, at rates not exceedingthose established by existing laws ; and also that

all other orders to print made by the Senate shall be ex'ccuted by the some printer on the same terms.
Mr. STUART concurred with Mr. Douolas In what he

hail said respecting the message. Whila the principal
l_ topics in the message had t>ccn treated in an able and sat(|isfactory manner, he must dissent from the conclusion* of

the President with regard to Kansas matters. Ho be
licveil that tha principles of the organic act had licen vioy
iated by the Lccomptop convention, and tliat in no event

j could the people of the Territory be now left, as the or,8ganic act declares they should be, perfectly free to form
and regulate their own institutions in their own way. At

' a future day he desired to be heard on this sulijeet at some
length and in his action hereafter, as heretofore, he
should insist, to the extent of his ability, that the people0 of Kansas should be treated like all others.should liavc

" the fullest and freest opportunity to form and regulate'* such Institutions n* they may see fit to live nnder; wlieth"cr they were in accordance with those of his own State, or

against those of his own State, would not at all affect his
'* action.
® Mr. DAVIS was understood to concur in the views of

the President concerning the Kansas question, but said
c lie should await the extended remarks of the senator from

Illinois before he expressed his own views.
Mr. B1QLKR gave notice that he should defend the

' pesitkm assumed by thu President to the best of his aUl
e ity, and should reply to the senator from Illinois when
' he should make his speech.

Mr. PUGH hoped tliat portion of the documents in ref-
erencc u> iviuimik wouiu i»c pnnu:a a» noon as possible.

6 Mr. DOL'GLAK accepted the substitute for hi* rendu
0tiou offered by Mr. Owik.

Mr. COIXAMKR and Mr. FEKKENDEN thought it brt*ter to have the accompanying documents examined by
the Committee on Printing itefbre ordering extra numbers

1 of them to be printed.
1 Mr. HALE argued at Home length in oppoaition to the
- constitution framed by the Iocompton convention, con1tending that it would perpetuate slavery in KanaaH, no

matter whether the people accepted the slavery clauae or
f rejected it
1 Mr. SEWARD said that it seemed to him Uiat the mesisage was very lame and impotent in its argument on the
j KanaaH question, and that something more would be ne

resaarv to satisfy the public mind than was contained in
s the document itself. He hoped that the debate on this

point might not * delayed very long, since. before w<

were aware of it, there might be civil war in Kmumk He
congratulated the Senate that upon the subject of our

foreign relations the disposition of the administration
was pacific, and at the same time firm and mindful of our
rights It waa a source of aadrtifMtttai and pain to hhn
that the just and liberal treaty framed by the Seriate at
the last session concerning Central America had iswn rr;jected hy Great Britain. He siso alluded to the Ctah

lni»bli», uul hoped it would be understood that a
topic the American Congress we* substantially i

ujoUh that the world would be assured that the go
inent oi the United States woubl not buffer its fame
tarnished, itb power to be insulted, and the live*
dtiaens destroyed by an enemy entrenched, though
h» the Rocky mountain* and under the (onus of tin
dilution of th<- United States

Mr. DOUGIAH mid tlrnt, if it would be agreeab
the Senate, he would give hk view* to-Mini row

Mr. MASON wonted an opportunity to eaautiro
(i< a ument* wcompaitylng the mewsage Kansas is
taut plan' from lib, and all the information which h
had for the bad aix mouth* in reference to the ata
affair* there had come from very questionable not
It might be taken for granted that the President bat
the Senate a body of information sufficient to guide
direct its judgment on that matter He hoped, t
fore, for their Information, as well as for that of the
lie, that the Senate would allow the documents
printed as speedily as possible If he understood tl
sitioU of tiie President correctly.namely, that th<
compton convention l>eing a legitimate conventioi
action, be it wliat it may, is to be respected by the
gran of the United State*.he entirely concurred
the President in that opinion.

Mr. TRUMBULL took issue witii the President,
contended that the Lecumptoucouventiou had no ai

ity whatever. He went on at some lengtii to su
litis view of the ease.

Mr. BROWN regarded this as an important m
one requiring delilwretiou before a decision was ai

at; an<l, with a view of enabling that deliberation
attained, he moved that the Senate adjourn whirl
agrwtsi to; and accordingly

'llie Senate adjoumod.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE*.

Mr. HOUSTON rose to a privileged question, ni

that, in order to complete tile organisation of tlie li
they now proceed to the election of a public printer
demand for the previous question was disagreed to.
A message was received from tbe Senate, inforwin

House Unit the Senate lutd appointed a coiiimittec h
on the President of the United States, and inform
that a quorum of the two houses have assembled
are ready to receive any communication which he
fin pleased to make.

the public pr intkb.

Mr. CLEMENS, by CCilsent, matte a personal cij
tion. flc Hint read the oorrenpcmdeuce which liad
plat* between Mr. Paulkotcb and himself Mr. F.
nk.b, it appeal*, wrote to Mr. Clkmsns, saying he u

stood him in caucus as broadly insinuating that he
[xswessed of aome facta calculated to iuqsach the cl
ter of Mr. Wendell, the printer to the Houae ; and
Failknkk inquired of lua colleague what were the
and suggested the propriety of authorising him,
Favuukb,) although not acting at the Instance of,
the friend of, Mr. Wendell, of submitting the
ment of Mr. Ci.kuknk to the last-named gentle
Mr. Cumbxs (as the reporter learned from the o

pottdence as it was read by that gentleman to the II
consented and empowered Mr. Faulknkb to subm
statement to Mr. Wendell. In this statement Mr.
yjis says that on Saturday last he was accosted by i

son wici whom ho had an acquaintance of some j
standing. At luC <W ufft co

nation, ne said he was
In1

ing for Cornelius Wendell. He suggest*..
u H,

uiary consideration could l>e secured to his [Mr. t

kns's] mother, In two contingencies, namely ; first,
he should cast his vote for Mr. Wendell, and, seco
that he sliould absent himself from his seat at the
of voting. It was sufficient to say, Mr. Clemens ret
him to a section in the act of Congress of 1863 prov
pains and penalties for oorrupt approaches to msmbi
Congress, and told him that he hail mistaken the
The person said that ho [Mr. Cuunxs] bad the pow
ruin him, and begged to be sparred from the esposi
the infamy. The person has never been a citizen ol
ginia. Mr. Faclkkeb submitted the statement U
Wendell, who replied that he had no knowledge i

facts alluded to other than those alluded to in the
per. So far as the inference was sought to be drawn
any person had approached Mr. Cuook* in an imp
manner by bis authority or in his K-half, he solemnl
nied the allegation, and protested against any sue
fcrenoc being based 011 a nameless author. 11' Mr. (
BBS or any other member had charges to make 04
him, he would be prepared to meet them. He had u

directly or indirect)*, authorised any person or ag<
so act with members as to secure their votes for him

Mr. CLKMENS said that up to this moment he di
know Cornelius Wendell, nor did he know him by 1
ac uuu iju purpuuw w» Kwiapnui, no cna H» kmneervi

rt-pt to <liocharge his duty to hituself and country. In
elusion, he remarked ttiat, unprincipled scoundrel f

portion who approached him was, ho would not e:
him on account of Ilia family. He uccepted the
ment of Mr. Wendell, ho far aa he denies all comp
or knowledge of the proposition which was made to
(Mr. CucMum.)

'l"he President's annual message was received and
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, moved that a commit!

appointed to inquire into the prices paid for public
ing, etc. and that, until such committee make the
port, the election of printer be postponed.

Mr. HOUSTON offered u resolution that the House
proceed to the election of a printer, with a proviso
the House retain the right to modify the existing li
the subject of public printing as they may see projter
printer receiving the contract on tliat condition.

After debate, without coming to a conclusion u|s>
subject, the House adjourned.

OFFICIAL.

PurAsruavr or Utah.
Washington, December 8, 1

Information has been received at thu department from
Kaeaan. eaq., the I'uiUrl Hates consul at Hong Kong, of the di
John W. Arey in the hospital at that place, in May last

Dec 9 Stlf

MARRIED,
On Toe-day morning, December 8, 1867. al Salem, Fauquier c

Virginia, by the Rev Mr. Pcott, Mr W11JJAM B OOU.IVR, of
mouth, Virginia, and Miss MARIA BAKER, ward of Mr. Joss Ha

(Norfolk aod Portsmouth (wjiera please copy ]

CAUUSI-S SALOON*.

MISS) JULIANA MAY
Respectfully annouuees lo Iter friends and the musical public II

will give her
last CONCERT

(Preyloua to her de|mrturn for HaUimorc, I'hiUulrlphia, an

South) tni

Monday Evening next, December 14,
Vpoll which occasion she will be assisted by eminent

Tickets tl each; seal, secured without extra charge.
Particulars In Pitore advertisement-'
The sale of ticket* will commence on Friday morning at the

stores of Mr Davis six! Mr Meiierotl.
Itec #.d

Miss May's Last Concert.

T11E sale c4 ticket" lor the Farewell Concert ol
distinguished vocalist will commence on Friday next Tl

ttuo or aeats to tin- left no enuring the hall will bo aold at Mr. I
music store, and those to the right at Mr. Metmrott's.

Tickets 81 each. no extra charge for secured seats.
Concert to commence ai 8 o'clock.
Dec#.dtf

Northwestern Virginia flannel.balethick nortltwi-slern Virginia made domestic white (1
a very Superior article fl-r warm sklrla and under shirt* and dri

300 pieces other white and colored flannel, from medium up
tra superfine

Families seeking outfits of black will find our stock ample thi
out the year.
Pure linen goods: Tlie vast amount of ''pure linen goods" am

passing through our hands enables us In utter the very best fab
tlie prices usually charged for the inferior grades.

Fine and medium cloths, easstmere*. audvestfnga The unusu
constantly Urge supply we have is store present* great Induce
to purchaser*.

< mr northern and eastern eorre-ooodeiils setol its . ...

daily.
Htraugera and revident.- moat cordially invited to oiamiiic our

If but for their own gratification
W« are not opening any new bllla
Wood arltclca, low price*, and fair dealing may be ruliad on

PERSY k HHOTHKR.
" Central Ptoree," weet bnilding.Dee # lOtdlf Oppoelte the Centre Karl

rMSMBBRH OK OONURKKH AND OTHKR
To let ftiri>l«h»"l rooma Pour parlors wrt I. hod rmml a

lug, With gaa. In- on Powaaylranta avenue No M*, oppnatttarda' Hotel, h. I ween 14th and 1Mb rtmetr . Alan. iKTOSf
same place DATIKI K (iROI
Ml Hi

CONCERT FOR THE POOR !

BY the Children of the Wektarn Minsion Hiu
tichool of the Young Mew'a ( hrtatlao AaaoctMhm aeatate

"veraiMRRM «">» '« with aoioa fMMI HA
Idem. Ihamal. Prof rtKRTfM II

ON THT7RRDAY KYKNWI1, DKTVMRKR It, lt.17,
omananclng at 7 o'clock preewaly, in CMON CNAPKI.. Tww
treet. near Pmneylvama aeenite
Admittance It rant a

Dae » M

ST WASHINGTON CITY.
ivcru» . -4.

f?** WEDNESDAY MORNING, DEC. », IS67. b
of iU

_ t|
H h®' CONGRESS.TUBiDAY »
' pomSmart..After the reception and rcadjug of the
4e to President's annual message an interesting debate
s the "Pruug tip, in which Messrs. Douglas aud Stuart in- u

a dis- timated their diasent from the views expressed by f,

e^had President in that portion of his message reapediirce*.
iug the action of the Lecoinpton convention iu fra- ^

1 sent ming a constitution for Kansas. Mr. Bigler an- #

there^ nouitoed his intention to defend the views of the «

pub- President against all assailants. Mr. Douglas said f
,M' that he would give his views inoro at length to inoVt
Le row. Messrs. Hale, Seward, Trumbull, Mason, and J,

i, its others participated iu the discussion; and wjthout C

taking any action on the motion to print the lues- *

aage, the Henate adjourned. 1
Hoc sr. or Rbi'KEhkntativbs..The message of the *

ipport President of the United States was received and "

read. A debate took place on the subject of the F

rriveii Pubd'c printing ; but, without going into au election *

to be for printer, the House adjourned. 0
was

,,
ri

THE PRESIDENTS IIKSKAUE r

We spread before the readers of the Union in this j,
morning's impression the first annual message of u

oving President Buchanan to Congress. As a full aud *

The complete rdsumd of "the state of the Union" it will
attract the attention not only of the members of the

'b itutioiial legislature, to whom it is officially address- '

him ed, but of the whole country. The numerous and jj
and interesting subjects of which it treats, and which are a
Illa^ to form the texts for the consideration and action of

Congress, give to it a peculiar interest scarcely exilana-

ceeded by a similar communication at any former petakenriod of our history. Reserving for a more convo- M,

nder s>"iit occasion the comments its perusal suggests,
was wo commend it to the considerate attention of the I

people of the United States.

facts, REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. d

<)r ^ From the annual report of the Commissioner of
state- Pensions it appears that the Penmen Office haw add-

ed to the roll of pensioners during tlio year, under u

onw) e'" the various acta :

the 52 revolutionary soldiers,

i pe*- 338 widows of revolutionary soldiers. j
reare' 265 half-pay widows and orphans. w
«ver- O'Jl invalids. U
print-
pecu- 946

-nthat Hrre*rs f'ue 011 ,'10 8ame *t the date of issu "

udly, ing the pens..." ^ttifioatea amounted to 8241,049 72 ^
Jmd Thc a,lloUI,t Imicl »,uring tho >'car ])y Pension h(

iding agents is : w

ers of To revolutionary soldiers 8lUo,"?l 29 jw
"r"t'o widows of revolutionary soldiers 483,820 42
ire of half-pay widows and orphans 304,352 26
r Yjr" invalids 469,347 92
3 Mr. ' I
rf thc prfvatoetfi J M < 00
it pa- . I '!

that ] .362.548 89

v°dc- I'ne hundred and seventy-four revolutionary sol- N
;h in- diers and seven huudred and thirty-eight widows of 1,1

Jijui revolutionary soldiers lnv« died during tho year, .(
ievcr Total number of dcatlis of all classes of pensioners, tl
>ut to 1,451.

The w hole number of pensioners on thc rolls June v

light. 30, 1857, is as follows : *'

s, ex- 346 revolutionary soldiers, yearly I ,(
auioiuit 820,541 85 d<

x|xw 4,702 widows of revolutionary soidiers.yearly amount 375,582 63

him, 2,854 half-pay widows and orphans,
yearly amount 270,992 45

5,266 invalids, yearly amount 468,017 37 *'

;>rint- 18 privateers, yearly amount.... 1,252 09 ui
>ir re- »

13,185. Total 1,136,386 50 S<
now ., di
that A SMALL BUSINESS.
the The following paragraph, which we select from

the local columns of the New York Tribune .chronicles y
" l'ie

a banking transaction smaller ami more despicable, f«
if possible, than the repudiation of the million prom-

^

ises to pay specie which the banks have made to the p
people of the whole country, A cotemporarv that b

857 supports the present administration and sustained j,
Hugh the election of the regular democratic nominee for h

"f
mayor of New York is solemnly and formally ex-

*

eluded from their private parlor by the directorate t|
of tho hank which undertakes to regulate the busi- °

uuntj ,,eKS °' banking in that city. We hope that their in-
fort* dignation is now expended, and that henceforth the |

managers of this institution will have time to attend |
to their legitimate and appropriate duties, and pro-
vide for the redemption of their dishonored promises p
to pay: | ti

ini ktaw " We learn that at it recent meeting of the directors of
the Metropolitan Bank a resolution was unanimously 1

adopted to discontinue forthwith the suslwoription of the
j (l,, lVuik to The Journal of Commerce, liocausc of its support

of Fernando Wood in the late contest for the mayoralty"
utonl SPECIE AND DRY OOODH AT NEW YORK ti

The exports of specie from the port of New York n

musk from the 1st of January of the present year to the ''

5th instant, and for the same time during the live
years previous, present the following comparative
statement:

r this From January 1 to December 5, 1857 $38,289,187
Same time, 1856 35.326,454
Same time, 1855 26,579,877
Same time, 1854 37,082,081
Same time, 1853 - 23,638,003
Same time, 1852 23,776,561 "

-One Tho imports of dry goods for the week and from Kt
the commencement of the year are shown by the fol- "

lowing figures :

roughTime. For the week. For the year.
To December 5, 1857 $1,724,282 $210,928,680

Do 1856 3,500.791 203.474.647 .

Do 1865 1,791,039 143,379.982 ,»l sad .. . .^m*"" The Hon. Hamilton Fish, late senator from New
ppik* York, was at Florence on the 12th of November.
"««*, {Jon Peter Parker, late l uited Ftates commission-

(tier to China, reached New York in the Baltic on tlie
ith instant.

l)r Stone, the aculptor, ha* finished the nude figure of
Ida statue of John Hancock, ordered by Congress, and is ,i,

(< . uow "draping It," having the M'Uuil liahiliiurntK of the
illustrious Boston merchant to Model from. The statue

» Wfl- is atiout M ven fret high, nnd represents the first Trrsident r.«t th« ,,f Congress. when, after the IV» laraUm had t» en signed. |he urged * unity of action. * » ing Mr must all bang »i

together I" It was then that franklin added, mMo rar. »*
"or lie hung together "

»day "" ~ r

4 fcy Ms Cbawvobd's Krxss.M,. .Iho funeral of the dUtin
r»*gttished American wnlptor, Thomas Crawford, took pla<. i

on Saturday, from Ht John's Chapel. Notwithstanding _£the inclement state of the weather, a large numlier of the
mieih frienda and admirer* of the doonnied were pm,.

prising many gentlemen eminent in the learned pmfe* I
siona. in literature and art Imirtml of Owmnrt

LOCAL. NEWS.

Tju UtMAUk of President Buchanan concludes with a

rial yet cuiupiiiueuurv commendation of tbft interests of
be |>eopl« of this District to Congress The some "long
oquaiutance'' to which ho so pleasantly allude* lias also
nablrd the citiaeus of Washington and of Georgetown to

ppitx iatc the many virtues and noble qualities of than
hief Magistrate, whose solicitude for their welfare is the I
use ao-pul'U at this time, when congressional intei:rente appears necessary to procure obedience to law

Km i mails, ou a liheiai stale, lot the preservation and

mpiovcuieut of public property in this city, have been
ubinitted to Congress by tin- (Secretary of thu Treasury,
t the r«xommeudation of the Conuuisalouer of Public
biddings Among them we notice the following
For lighting the President's House and Capitol, fui

nblic grounds around them, and aiound the executive
dices, Pennsylvania avenue, Bridge and High streets,
leorgetown, $33,000. For repairs of the Potomac, uavy
lini, and up|>er bridges, $6,000 Repairs of Peunsylva
in avenue, $3,000 For |>nbiic reservation No. $ anil
afayetto Hqusre, $3,000. Taking care of the ground*
outh of'the l'resikk-ut's House, continuing the improve
irents of the same and keeping them in order, $3,000 .

reservation and improvement of circle at intersection of
'cuusylrauia avenue with New Hampshire avenue with ft
1 and Twenty-third streets, $600 ; for continuing the
railing ami planting with trees the unimproved |»ortlou«
f the inall, $10,000 for continuation of Ailing up the
aviue and grading Judiciary Square, $7,000; for casual
e|surs of Patent Office budding, filling up the southwest
urner of the square, setting the curb, raising Ninth street
i front of the building to Its proper grade, $50,Otto for A
«w picket fence for portion of the mail upon which tli« *

milhsonian Institute is situated, $1,000 ; clearing sewer

raps on Pennsylvnniii avenue. $300.

Coon of Claims yestkuoay..The case of Richard W
feode, administrator, or. The United States, was taken op,
nd Mr. Blair, United State* Solicitor, commenced the
rgunient for the United State*, and spoke until 3 o'clock;
nd, without conclmling,
The court adjourned until to-day at 12 o'clock, nr.

In oca (Sunday morning's directory of members of Con-
II5HW IHC lUPiUvmi; vi VIiv jlau/u >7iiviiiuu viciucim men

lat«d t<< lie 23 instead of 32 Foiir-and a-balf street. '

Senator Dixon*v rosideuce should liave been printed 303
street. f I

Moan Buoorou.- lCdwurd A. Lutts was shot on Mon
ay evening ut a tavern on the avenue by James Powers,
1th whom he had a long-standing quarrel. Powers wn

nested at Bladensburg yesterday morning lie was

lx>ut to take the cars, and was brought ba .:rl comliltedto jail.
Homicidk..B. Robinson was yesterday coiuuritted to

11, charged with having mused tlie death of Thoinaa
urner about a week since by striking him on the head
1th a stone during a quarrel as to their relative exoel ueeas "bandy" players.
Fabbwrix Concur..The "last concert" of Miss Ju
ana May will take place on Monday evening next at
iirtisi's Saloon, when those who were not in the city
hen she before sang will have an opportunity to hear
it sweet and well-trained voice. The Rale of seats will
immeute on Friday morning next at the music stoles,
here seals can be secured without extra charge.

BY TKLEORAPIi. *

Lated from Ciali.
Sr. Louis, Dec. 8.- An express passed through this
ty yesterday with despatches for Washington fiom
oi. Johnson i

'Hie Republican has dates from the camp of the 3d ol
ovember. Tlie Mormons iiad btoleu 600 head of cattle
sight of Col. Alexander's camp. &

It was supj>oeed tliat Johnson had reached Alexander's
ation, and that the two forcea had concentrated At
rat time Colonel Cook was expected, and all would
inter at Henry's fork.
'Iliere had been considerable suitering for want ol pro- ^9
isions and clothing The homes were also much hi I
ant of forage, and were giving out.
Coventor Cummiug and other officers were determined
enter Halt Lake city, if possible. The Mormons arete

termined on resistance. .

A skirmish luid taken place between Col. Alexandei
id tlie Mormons.

letter from the Plaint. |||
Ksw Yobk. Dec 8..The Ut. IAnn* Democrat leaius
tat news has been received at Fort Ijeavenworth from
iajor'ft and Russell's trains that the government animals
e dying in great number* on the plains. Colonel lloti
tail, from Fort loramle last October, arrived here on

mday night. He bring* Ju> uews lrom tlio Utati cape
itiou. IS

Sudden Death and Alleged Murder, JI
Cikcikhati, Dec. 8..On Sunday afternoon Frank H

[cCIure went into the store of Messrs. Beattic it Anderson ,

r the purpose of talking upon business matters with
lr. Reattie. About an hour afterwards McClure w«.,

en to fall from (he front Step of the store, and when
icked up it was found that hie skull had liecu fractured.
le died from the effect^ last night. Beattic testified be.
ire the coroner's jury that, after (>arting with McClure^
i the store, he returned to the counting-room, and then £
card a noise at the door. On going thither he found
let'lure lying on the side-walk, and supposed that in

assing out the deceased had caught his foot and fell upon jS
lie side-walk. Beattic was, however, arrested last uight
u the affidavit of Samuel Mitchell, accusing hith of

aving killed McClure by striking him ou the head with
n iron liar. Beattic was held to hail in $4,000. The
aities were well known, arid highly respectable.

Dismissal.. Shipwreck.
Naw Yoek, Dec. 8..The President has dismissed Dis

riet Attorney McKeon for opposing the regular nomiuaion. |
'ilie ship National, of New Orleans, bound to Havre,
totally wrecked near Havana. No date given Her

irgo was cotton and tallow, and was insured at New
'ork and in France.

.

Marine Disaster, ID
Norfolk, Dec. 8..The ship Eva Doratlia, Captain

latvrar, from Bremen, lronnd to Baltimore, is ashore
car Cape Henry. She had on hoard 260 passengers, all
f whom, together with the crew, were saved. 'Ilie ve» r|H
"1 and cargo will prolwbly prove a total loss.

Detention of the War Steamer Powhatan. * I
NorvOlk, Dec. 8..A slight accident occurred to the
lilted States steamer l'owhatan yesterday when about
ve miles below, which will detain her until to-morrow.

Fat in Philadelphia.
Philadelphia, Dec. 8..A destructive fire occurred yes- '

'day morning in Market street, above Eighth street
he stores of Messrs. Davis A Steele, forwarders ; Living f
<>n A Co., forwarders ; Rorbridgos A Bon's stables, defiesA Son's coach factory, and two dwellings, were
urnt ttJiH unvflTttl otlinr hnlldine-K damiured.

Arte T"Ht Bank SMnnrnt
New Yoek, Doc. 7.- TImj weekly nUtc-menl of the city
Mik* foot up an follow* 1/mne increaaed, $1,370,000
tecie, $1,766,000 ; circulation, $34,000, and a decrease
depositor of $1,007,000.

Tht Com of Doondly
Tunrrov, (K. J.,) Dec 7..The argument lu the iwae

Donnelly wiw concluded l**t Saturday. The court will
ve an opinion this week.

UmatoryU EltrUnn in Virginia.
PiK-imoen, Dec. 8.- The legislature to-day fixed Thuralynext (10th hint.) for the election of a senator to racedMr. Hunter.

HIIK GREAT A ITTION BALE OK CABS!AG ENI at J. U Mrtlulre* on IhtlrwViiy Ike linh mat ai 11 o'clock, la
wlby of attention, an there mil be atom than twenty of the heat
rrtafa "v«f ottered In Ibla cMy at aunttun, they harm* baaa (mill
l»c|«llv in order for private cmtom A Itrnt rate foniiTy bone an '
air o« matched bay carnage bornta. and aararal acruod hand ear
ijjcn. will air.- he void'
Iter am1

i K KLKUAKT TWOHOR8E CARRLAGE KOI! S!
V aafo. Apply at W3 C atenat. 1
I ten I SUfe

HUE PRESENT r'RtoHB: or, Um Currency; byL Ifonk Craah. eaq 11 rent*. I


