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I SENATE. He

\ *Mr. HUNTER desired to be excused irotu scrtiug upon
ul

I the select umm it tee appointed yesterday to consider the
I 9 French spoliation bill, as he hud so much other bushier*
| w upon bin hands Uiut hu hud little time to devote to thut

j jl ubjoct ua
1 1Mr. TOOMBS made a similar request tlx
"TMr. DAVIS and Mr. KESSENDEN hoped tliut the re- gar
quest would not be granted, remarking that other semi 18i

k, tore wont equally pressed with business upon the various efli
1 ff standing committees ; and as the subject of French spo- ,_ut
t * Rations was an old ono and very well understood, there (to
I B would be very little labor required beyond draughting
j F the report. ate
| fti The question beiug taken, the Senate refused to excuse

I K either of the senators
' ftHutouAU, reririoxs, rrc.

1Mr. MASON presented the petition of TTtomaa O. Clin-
<
*
ton, praying that the salary of the President of the Uni- <j0f ted States may be increased ; which was ordered to lie on ,,,,,| the table. for

Mr. WILSON presented tho petition of citiiens of Mar- pw
blehead, Massachusetts, praying thut the provisions of the
bounty-laud law of March 3, 1855, may be extended to
the privateeramen of the war of 1812 ; wldch was re- iKt
fened to the Committee on Public Lauds. I prt

Mr. (SIMMONS presented the petition of Edwin M
j| Chaffee, praying on extension of his patent for preparing
<\Y India rubber and applying it without tho use of a solvent;

p which was referred to the Committee on Patents and the m'Patent Oftios. oll
MMr. BENJAMIN presented the petition of Joseph Bcynes ,tc

~M and the petition of Camille St. Amuut and others, pray- tttp
(ty. ing the continuation of their titles to certain tracts of lie.

4 land in the State of Louisiana which were referred to ]
I :|i the Committee on Private Land Claims. i;c

Mr. KINO presented numerous petitions, praying indumuityfor property destroyed by the enemy on the Ni- q0]
ugara frontier during the war of 1812; which were re- thi

i < ferred to the Committee of Claims.
u_ r 4 v*L-o/ \vr . ,r...r 1 .i_

'

iut. yynai <nvn pvovuiuu uiiv uuuuicu aim pia jitu-
, . 2 tiom, very numerously signed by citizens of Philadelphia, ru<j

v remonstrating against the location of the city post office
|| in the building lately occupied by the Bank of Penusyl- Ag^ vania; which were referred to the Committee ou the Post
jj, Office and Post Roads.

"I;1Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the memorial of the regis- mj
j. tor and receiver of the land office at Helena, Arkansas,
; ' praying an increase of compensation which was referred

to the Committee on Public Lands. jlaiiMr. BROWN presented the memorial of A. L. Blceker ov(
I !| and his associates, praying that the Postmaster General j[0

may be authorized to contract with them for the convey- jet
i' anee of the mails l>etween Panama and Valparaiso; which
' was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Poet tin
Roads. .u,
'''Mr. PUGH presented a petition of citizens of Ports'Vmouth, Ohio, praying that a national bank may l»e char- Jin,

t | tered, the revenue laws so adjusted as to raise sufficient .

j for the expenses of the govermnent, and yield protection j^i
t to our own labor and capital, and that the proceeds of the

L. sales of the public lands may be divided among the States Wlt
n which was inferred to the Committee on Finance.

| H hspohts vkom comhittkss. mi
I M Mr. BIGLER, from tlie'Couunittec on the Post Office lil>

I H and Post Roods, to whom was referred the memorial of
| 'I! W. 8. Munday, ). Knox Walker, James M. Davidson, 5*

1; Joel J. Jones, and 37 others, members of the Tennessee
I :# legislature, praying for protection to the overland mail- .

1' route through Arlrona, asked to be discharged from the ,e

i further consideration of the same, and that it I o refered '

to the Committee on Territories ; which was agreed to. ''u

:Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, r'

to whom wus referred the petition of James Hedging,
: i asked to be discharged from the further consideration of "?e

: ' ' the same, and that it be referred to the Committee on rlv!
I! t| Pensions ; wliicli was agreed to.
, 11 jjMr. D., from the same committee, to wlrom was refer^red tlie memorial of Nathaniel C'Uampe, askod to l>e dis-"

charged from tlie ftirthcr consideration of the same, and
tliat it lie referred to the Committee on Revolutionary
Claims which was agreed to. 1

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Commerce, to
whom was referred tlie bill to detach Selma, in the State

| of Aialiama, from the collection district of New Orleans,
jand make it a port of delivery in tlie collection district ,I of Mobile, reported it without amendment, and recomJi.mended its jiassage ; and it was read a third time and 'I1?

U$J passed vv«
i !; gjfHWWLUTION Hl UMITTBl). <)n'j| J jiijMr. BROWN Hubmittod the (flowing resolution Mi]

8wiik.ii »iu> rererrcu u> me r.,omunnee on rnnung raI
Raolced, That five hundred additional copies of the re- ]

jiort of the Commissioner of Public Buildings be printed mil
for the use of the Commissioner. 18t

incar.ask or duties and home valuation.

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the followingresolutions, which were submitted by Mr. Crit- >'
thorn on the 19th ult

Reeotred by the Senate, 'That in consideration of the financialcondition of the country and its industrial interests, as (
well as of the wants and embarrassments of the treasury of nia
the United States, the rates of duty levied under the on
tariff act of the 3d of March, 1857, ought to be materially cha
increased. ani

Retohxd, further, That experience having demonstrated of ]
that the present mode of ascertaining the dutiable value Mr.
of imported goods is productive of monstrous frauds, in- On
jurious alike to the government and the honest importer, con
a system of home valuation ought to lie immediately sub- J
stituted therefor. reel

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that since those resolu- fair
tions were introduced a bill had been )>assed authorizing J
the issue of treasury notes. He thought it necessary and con
wise that when Congress incurred an indebtedness of tioi

il twenty millions of dollars, they should also provide the vic<
5'ijmoans of paying that indebtedness. It was a very lief"

easy thing to contract debts , it was a very easy thing to stat
I ; replenish an exhausted treasury by Bach means; but un- the

less care was taken there would be danger of going too as i

far in that direction, and of being involved in debt lie- clui
.tyond the ability of the country to extricate itself. ten

gjHe did not believe the present revenues of the country *en

\ I' would afford an adequate amount, and therefore had intro- vac

f fduccd the proposition to increase the rates of duty. If the wlii
duties on woollen and cotton goods should be increased 5 cur

per cent., he thought that would be sufficient to afford all of i
the protection which was necessary. There hod never Nic

. been a time when the labor of the country stood more in moi

i ( need of encouragement than now. He alluded to the of
i ease of an iron manufacturer in Pennsylvania who had wit

J il been compelled to close bis works and discharge all his the
g is hands, (1,700 in number,) who were, many of them, left wer
I m in a destitute condition ; and this wus but one cose out of wit
k yLmany. prii
ft j|j In reference to the proposition to substitute a system his

I jfi| of home valuation, he thought ex|>eriencc was the best pollI sj|:guide in such matters; and experience bad clearly ed <

Jj; shown that the present system was productive of gross our
\ 1 frauds. The propositions were both so plain as hardly to
)! to require any explanation ; and he would therefore con- cou

tent himself with asking for a vote of the Senate upon the owi

subject. Pom
Mr. HUNTER said that this was a very interesting sub- the

ject; but, since all revenue bills must originate in the witl
House of Rsprssentatives, he could sec no good end like- Exe
ly to be attained by continuing the discussion of it; and the

wo. be therefore moved to lay the resolutions on the table. law
I He, however, withdrew that motion at the request of. the

Mr. F1TOH, who moved that the resolutions be amend- lor
ed by adding at the end of the first resolution the words, rica
"and all Botes of banks of issue be taxed," and at the tenendof the eeoaad resolution the following: "And expe- lew?
rfence having demonstrated that the present issue of small ove

notes by banks is injurious to every industrial interest, a but
tax upon bank notes should discriminate against those of brn
small denomination." fact

Mr. CLAY moved to lay the resolutions and amend- Wa
roent on the table ; which was agreed to. grni

now
B1LUI lNTEODtTCaD. i J.

Mr. PUOH asked and obtained the unanimous consent thoofthe Senate to introduce a bill to grant the right of pre- to d
emption in certain lands to the Indiana yearly meeting of exp
the Society of Friends ; which was read twice and refer- weiredto the Committee on Publio Lands. plo

Mr. MALLDUY asked and obtained leave to introduce will
a joint, resolution to extend the operation of the sec- mar
ond section of the act approved January 16, 1867, enti- Pau
tied An art to amend an art entitled an act to promote be «
the efficiency of the nary;" which was read twice and had
(Considered as in committee of the whole. Mr. M. ex- dut'
plained that by the termn of the art of last session li
the time for the restoration of retired or dropped naval bad
officer* in certain cases was limited to one year from the whi
l«ssage of the art; but as all the oasea eonld not lie dis do r

posed of in that time, it was desirable to extend it for thai
three months, or until the 16th of Apiil, 1868 which folic
was the object of the Joint resolution. He hoped there sea.

would l>e no objection to putting it on its passage Immedi- of \

ately. ! lie I
Mr. KLSbENDEN eipniail s -wish to examine the di i<

tttor, nod tit hi* request the fuitliei c« nsldcration
th# subject wai postponed until to-ncrrow

Mince or inu,.

Mr. SEWAIU) gave notice that he should to-morrow,
on some early day thereafter, ask leave to introduce a
1 to uiueud the acta which regulate the registry and
ease of vessels, so as to relieve the owners of vessel*
ustrweted chiefly to uavigutc canal*, but which also eninlotide waleis.

arrictascY or tiik savt.

ilie resolution submitted some time since by Mi isu
ll. calling on the President for copies of tire records of
s proceedings of the several naval courts of inquiry, orniscdunder the of Congress approved January Id,
S7, to amend n act entitled an act to promote the
uiency of tin navy, was taken up, and, alter a brief disision,on motion by Mr BAYAKI), it was ordered to
on the table.
After the consideration of executive business, the Ben
adjourned,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Rseoaxs nu>M oommittkss

Mr. J GLANCY JONES, of Pennsylvania, from the
mmittee ot Ways and Means, reported a bill making
propriations for the support of the Military Academy
the year ending 30th June, 1850 ; which was read

ice and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the
ite of the Union, and ordered to be printed.
Mr. HAK1UB, of Illinois, presented certain papom reingto the contested-election cases from Ohio and Neisluc;which were respectively referred to the Commitiof Elections, and ordered to be printed.
Mr. WASHBUKNE, of Illinois, from the Committee on

inuieicc, reported Isvek a bill further to uuieud an act
provide for the better security of lives ancl jmsscngers
board of ve ssels propelled in whole or in part by
am, and for other purposes ; and its further consideronwas postponed until the flrst Tuesday in February
it.
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on PubLands,reported the followiug resolution
Resolved, That five hundred copies of the report of the
mmissioner of Public Lamls bo priuted for the use of
: Laud Office.
After a brief colloquy between Messrs. COBB, LETCHi,and J0NE8 of Tennessee, tho resolution was ret'er1to tire Committee on Printing.
Mr. WHITELY, of Delaware, from the Committee on

riculture, reported a resolution for the printing for the
i of the members of tire House of one hundred thouidextra copies of the Agricultural Report of the Cornssioncrof Patents fur the year 1830.
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, opposed the resolution.
Mr. WHITELY, of Delaware, said that the committee
1 instructed him to report that resolution, because
;ry member of it, and he believed every member of the
use, were receiving from their constituents every day
ters by the bushel asking for these reports.
Mr. LETCHER, of Virginia, raised a point of order that
) Committee on Agriculture could not report upon a

)ject that had not been referred to them.
1'he SPEAKER decided the point to be well taken,
1 accordingly the resolution was not received.
Mr. FAULKNEIl, of Virginia, from the Committee on

litavy A ilium, reported a bill to supply an omission in
' enrollment of a certain act therein named ; which
s read twice and committed.
Mr. CLINGMAN, of North Carolina, from the Comtteeon Foreign Affairs, reported the following resoluns:
Resolird, That the President be requested to communicto this House, if not incompatible with the public
erest, all the eorresixmdence between the Department
State and the government of Paraguay in any manner

siting to our differences with that government.
Resolved, That the President be requested to cominunicto this House, if not incompatible with the public inest,such correspondence as has passed between the
partment of State and our minister near the govern-
nt of Brazil, in relation to the oj>ening of the Amazon
er and the contracting of a reciprocity or other treaty.
Rcsolred, That the President be requested to connnunieto this House, if not incompatible with the public
erest, all correspondence which has passed upon the
»jcct of our relations with Spain not heretofore made
jlic.
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, of Tennessee, moved to amend
resolution so as to include in the call New Granada

1 Paraguay.
Hie amendment wan agreed to, and (be resolution
>pted.
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, of Tennessee, from the Committee
Territories, reported a bill for the relief of Richard 11.
ikenmn ; and it was read twice and committed.
Sir. CRAGIN, of Massachusetts, from the Committee
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of'lh<>s.
Her ; and it whh ordered to be placed on the private
enuar.
Mr. MAYNARD, of Tennessee, from the select comttceappointed under a resolution of the House of the
It ult., to investigate the conduct and accounts of the
u Clerk, submitted a report, accompanied by a resolu:iasking for autliority to employ a stenographer to act
elerk.
i'he resolution tvns adopted.

tub nbutbality laws.
)n motion of Mr. J. CLANCY JONES, of Pcnnsylva,the House then went into Committee of the Whole
the state of tlie lTnion (Mr. PHtLes, of Missouri, in the
ir,) and resumed J.e consideration of the President's
lual message, tin question being first on the motion
Mr. Matnakd, of Tennessee, that the amendment of
Quitman, of Mississippi, to the resolution of Mr. J.

inc'y Jonkh, of Pennsylvania, l>c referred to a select
ainittec.
Jr. MAYNARD stated that he would change the ditionof his motion to the Committee on Military Af8.
Jr. SICKLES, of New York, addressed the House at
siderablu length on the resolutions. The administraiand the conduct of eminent officers in the public scrsbad been denounced without facts, without a record
im them, hilt with a verv imperfect. knowlrilire of the
a: of things, and in advance of that requisition which
y had mode upon the Executive for such information
vould enable the House to come to an intelligent eonsionupon a grave public question. He shauld conthimself at this time by putting upon record his distfrom some of the propositions which had been adiced,to which he could not give his approval, and to
ieh he did not believe that the House would ever oon.If they had been listening to a discussion in a House
Representatives convened by Mr. President Walker in
aragua, they could not have listened to arguments
re peculiarly in unison with Iris peculiar theory
government as illustrated there, or more in conflict
h the policy and history of our government, which
y were .forced to listen to on this floor. They
e told that the neutrality act of 1818 was inconsistent
h the theory of our government and at war with the
iciples of our people. As he had read the history of
country, he had taught himself to lielieve that the
icy imbodied in the neutrality act was the jmlicy handlownto us by General Washington, and imbodied in
constitution, from the administration of Washington
the present day. He had supposed that the whole
ntry sustained the President in not permitting either its
1 citizens, or citizens who were the representatives of any
rer, great or small, to compromise the neutrality of
United States with reference to any nation or people
k whmrt wo woro nf ttoaoo If Imtl lioon unirl that
cutive had no authority to wmd the naval force upon
high seas to capture those who had violated our

X ; that his authority could not bo extended beyond
marine league. Had gentlemen forgotten the treaty
the suppression of the sluvc trade on the coast of Af
,, where thin principle is recognised, where we had en-
<1 into express stipulations to send a squadron of not
than eight guns for the purpose of exercising a police

r those waters.a police not limited to those waters,
extending all over those seas, for the purpose of
rking up that traffic in slaves ? It was a notorious
that instantaneously upon landing the ex|>edltiou of
!ker had commenced hostilities When persons emi-
ted to the Pacific or to Central America for the pur
5 of taking their residence there, so far from punishing
act as a crime, he would encourage them for he
ught that the time had arrived when it was our duty
lisseminate our institutions among other people. But
editions like that which had recently been sent there
e not ealculated to promote the interests of the pco-
of the United States ; so far as they are connected
1 the interests of Central America. Kvory accusation
1c by Walker and his followers against Commodore
lding was to lie taken for tnith, but nrfthing was to
ixsiimed in favor of a gallant arid faithful officer, who
always heretofore discharged fully and faithfully every
y confided to him.
ii reference to the act of Commodore Paulding, he
no idea, nor did Commodore Paulding in the letter
eh had been puhlishod, sav that he was authorized to
io hy his instructions, nor would he care for a moment
such a step should Is; regarded as a precedent to be
>wed by officers in command cither on land or on

I here could Is- no question that In n technical point
lew his act. was Illegal there conld be no doubt that
tadcmM Mi hrntiuetionii; lmt ihetc whi wide
iciice between justification and the denunciation and

disgrace which had l*»ll iuvukttd 011 hi* lirad. He liad, 1
undoubtedly, acted with whet be belie v,-d to be (lie
spirit of bin instructions. .

Our go vi riiiutfot bad made a pledge before tbe wbola
world tbat It disavowed them- expedition* that it re-

garded the in a* ugaiunt our law* and tbe law* of nation*,
and it bad pledged it* faith that it would exert It* whole
power to arrest thciu aud prevent a cuoouuuuatiou of ^
their object*. Should the faith of our government be
maintained, or should it be mid that we were not *iucere
in these pledge*.false in these professions; that these _,r

expedition* were condemned on paper, but encouraged in H
fact' ,

Mr. BLISS, of Ohio, road a qieech in opposition to the
dccisiou of the Supreme Court uf tin* United State* in the l'i
Dred Scott cu*e, contending that it wa* unjust. Co

Mr. HASK1N, of New York, *aid that at a proper time
be would go a* far a* any member in favor of a suspen«iouof the neutrality law*, but be would not do thi* for
tbe reaaon* assigued by thegentlemaii who had addressed '1

the Hoobe yesterday. The gentleman from Mississippi cc

[Mr. UciTMAXj bad said that it wa* not the duty of the gs
government to interfere between individual*. When they
applied bis doctrine to an armed expedition fitted out by
individual* oguinst a neighboring country, he would not dt
go with hiur for a repeal of the neutrality law*. In hi*
opiniou, Commodore 1'aulding, under the law of nation*,
had a right to go without the marine league.had the
right to capture these men and bring them home. Many
might doubt hi* right to go on the land of Nicaragua,
but if an Inchoate treaty existed between this government ,

and Nicaragua, by which we were to protect the transit
route, bo would say that it behooved the American Con- ui
pre** to suKtain him. There wa* no parallel to thi* out- p,
rage committed by Walker.
He said it wo* unjuKt in comparing the history of these 'Jl

two men to say tiiat den Walker wa* a better man than tr
Commodore Paulding. He then drew a parallel between
tiieir histories, concluding by saying that no act had been
done under this administration which had reflected more u"

honor and credit on the country than the arrest of af
Walker. orHe was a national fillibuater and against individual fillibusters.The ac t of Walker was petty larceny ; he was ot

in favor of a national grand larceny. [Laughter.] fr,
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, stated that he had meant

uo reflection on Commodore Paulding further than the act
warnuite<l. of

After a brief colloquy, in which Messrs STEPHENS.
HAHKIN, and BOCOCK participated, ' /

Mr. GILMER, of North Carolina, said he arose aim- *°

ply to express his sympathy with the gentleman from ce
New York, [Mr. Haskin, J who had spoken in lichalf of
Commodore Paulding. He conceived that when the whole w

thing was understood.whep they obtained the infonna- ro
tion they desired, and the instructions under which Com- :0
mudore. Paulding had acted, it would not amount to a

thing in which there could be any censure. He had no

doubt, from what he had learned, iu the message that sy
he had acted under instructions. w

After a brief colloquy between Messrs. GILMER and
STANTON of Ohio, iu reference to the authority of the of
government to arrest a person charged with crime who ml
had given bail,

Mr. THAYER, of Massachusetts, obtained the floor <l

and, without taking any action on the message, the com en
tnittec rose, and the House resumed its session. ;

Mr. WASHHURNK, of Illinois, moved that the vote
by which the House postponed the further consideration "li
of the bill in relation to the increased safety of passen- ,]e
gers on vessels profiled in whole or in part by steam ,

until the first Tuesday in February next lie reconsidered
pending which, ex
At twenty-one minutes past 3 o'clock, the House ad- ()r

journed ^
rKTITIONH, KTC. jril

By Mr. FLORENCE: Sundry memorials rcmonstra- tii
ting against the locntion of the post office in Philndel- .

phia in the Pennsylvania Bank building referred to the 1

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. th
By Mr. PHILLIPS, of Pennsylvania : Remonstrances

against me proponed location 01 uie new pom omce in ine

city ol' Philadelphia ; referred to the Committee on the
Pout Office nud Poet Roads.
By Mr JONES, of Pennsylvania Twenty petitions tai

from the city of Philadelphia against using the Hank of ^
Pennsylvania as a poet office site : rcferretl to the Committeeon the Post Office and Post Roods ro

Df.stkktion or tuk Citt or Portsmouth, The Ports- on
mouth (Ohioj Tribune of the 12th given an interesting
picture of tlie manner in which the Ohio river in invading
that city and lands in the vicinity, sweeping nwav whole da
acres of land and blocks of locks, threatening a wide- j)n
spread destruction. The Tribune says !

" it lias worked offseveral acres of liottom land to the !.w'
steep bank, and worked that down to Fifth street, taking tie
all of Fifth street between Jefferson street and the city
limits on the west, and is now cutting ocvom to the west- (>1

cm end of Fourth street. Six blocks, containing twelve let
city lots, that originally fronted upon Fifth street, are
now washed by the river, which is taking them off at the
rate of a foot per day. It is a common tiling to sec a

dozen square yards drop off at once. In fact, the, most of
two blocks is already gone, and at the northeast corner
of Fourth and Madison streets the river is but a few feet uti
from Fourtii street. I
" Only seventeen yards of ground lie between the build- "

ing of the boiler yard and the river. At the rate this in<
ground has been caving in dnring the past thirty days, in ,i

one month more the boiler-yard buildings will be sub-
merged, unless removed. Only about forty yards of
ground intervene Detween me aepor ouuuings una w oa
river. At the mime rate this ground in now disappearing,
in three or four month* the very channel of the river ,l 1

would wukIi these buildings, and it must Ire np|iarent to eri

every observer that the evil increases in force as it pro- (0
gresses. lire more the channel of the river works In to-
wards lire l»nk resting upon quicksand, the more force it rol
gains and the iiardcr it will be to stop its inroads.''

Origin or Odd Fnxows..It has lieen supposed by
many that the origin of the society of Odd Follows, or (jjf
rather the organization of that association, was of comparativelymodern date. They will be s 'inewhat sur- w'

prised, however, says the Ciiieinnati limes, "to learn me
that its origin dates as far back as the time of Nero, And

v
was established by the 1torn ail soldiers in the year '5ft. '

At that time they were called Fellow-Citizens.' The '<1
present nam* was given them by Titus C'rasur, twenty- wf
four years afterwards, and they were so called from the
singular character of their meetings, and from their "el

knowing each other by night or day by means of mystical \vc

signs mid language. At the samo time he presented them so]
with a dispensation, .engraved on a plate of gold, bearing
different emblems of mortality. In the fifth century the 'al
order was established In the Spanish dominions, and in t elu
Portugal in the sixth century. It did not reach France
and England until the eleventh century. It was then ""

established in the latter country by John De Neville, who, sin
assisted by livo knights from France, formed a grand ,,x

lodge in lxuidon. 1'his ancient fraternity has now its
lodges In every quarter of the globe, and, by its useful-
iiess aiul benevolent character, commands the respect and su'
eonntcnanoe of all who are acquainted with its nature and

m|
purpose*." Those upon whose information reliance may
be placed give credit to Baltimore for first introducing ;Lf"
Odd Fellowship into the United States, and to Grand Sire Jf(
Thomas Wildey, still living among us, olwcrves the Balti-
more Patriot, belongs the honor.

. .
1 0

" ri>(
Statistics..Tliere arrived at New York from foreign

ports in the year 1857, 3 frigates, 244 steamships, 854 1(1

ships, 837 barques, 1,224 brigs, 3 galliots, and 743 thi
schooners ; making a total of 3,998.an increase over the | to
number for 1856 of 199. The number of passengers arrivedfrom foreign ports during the year is 203,500 an me

increase over 1866 of 44,216. The number of persons col
killed hv accidents on railroads in the United States du- j
ring the i>ast year was 63, and the number by steam 1Mat
accidents, 230 in liotli eases a reduction from the numberfor 1856. The whole number of fires in the United *F'
Slates during the past year was 322, and the total loss
$14,502,000 'I"hc total loss in 1866 was $17,998,000
During the last year there arrived at Baltimore from '"8
/ ..US -1-1 (1<1 99A 1«9 chi
lOni^U JMUIB CI nilljFO, 0, rn.rn.-m v. .^r.,

FK.'hilOrUTte. ",lt
npl

Tub Licrnskd omcnm or thk Central Amkrica..Mr. '

Ueorge K. Ashby. late chief engineer of the steamer CentnilAmerica, has Rent un a report of Messrs. John M. Mlf

Work* and Henry B. Rcnwick, United States local in- e<i
spoctom of the port of New York, by which it appear* fOI
flint the said inspector* exonerate the liocnned officers of
the Central America from all blame ; and further state
that titers is no doubt in their minds that Chief Engineer \\'i
A*hby was cither ordered In the boat or had volunteered
to take charge of her, and his offer was accepted, and
that he did ids fluty. Mr. Ashby has received bis ccrtitl «< '

cnto from the inspectors, and is now <{uaIlfiod to resume j,n
the practice of hkt profession. , j

Pratii or Hon. David Strwaht..The Baltimore Pa- the
trlot announces the decease on the 6th instant, in that '

city, of lion. David Wtowart, after a protracted illness
Mr. S was a promimnt. metnlicrnf the lsir, and hrui filled ^
several responsible posts in the State, and for a short time
ns i'liited States senator. The various courts adjourned ^

on the announcement of his death, w«<

WASHINGTON CITY \
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06 Mr. Imhakl K. Jami.m, of I'ljiUUelphiw, in our gem*ral (ra>wlitu^ ft
ml. ii^rtiHteU by Jamu* DutxiM', Joun Collinh. J. Hamhjtt toniM>
wilfty. john k Dehhinu, K. A. Eyajw, H. 5s. Jamkr, T Ammma.V, r. 14

D.wut, H T Kotjjotiw I ii
+0-Mr C. w jamk;< N«» 1 Harri-on itrect, CtuclnuaU, Ohio, i* out
BtJt ttl ooilcctiog agent for the WesU m Stale i»u«t t«?x*b, tuuiMed by I **

J Tuoma«. William H Thomar, Thou, m Jamkh, Or A 1 okju*. ii
okgk Momkizj, wad Kkhauo Ijukjs Receipts of either will be good.
ft*-Mr. Gao. W Bkay U authorised to collect moneys duo tho
lion otttce fur tubtcripCfru aud advertisement. iu tba District of u
lumbia 1

j

We niiderHtund that there will be a morning re-
*"

iption at the Executive Mansion on Saturday next, 9

immenciug at one o'clock, and on every succeeding v

ilurday during the season.

The evening receptions will commence on Tues- 1

iy next at eight o'clock, and will take place on

ich alternate Tuesday.
n

CONGRESS WEDNESDAY. .

Senatb..Mr. Hunter and Mr. Toombs both asked t
be excused from service on the select committee
.pointed yesterday to consider the subject of I

rench spoliations ; but the Senate did not think [
oper to grant their request. The resolutions in- I
oduced on the 19th ult. by Mr. Crittenden in rela- ^
m to an increase of the duties on imported goods, j
id a system of home valuation, were taken up ; aud 8

ter a few remarks thereon by Mr. aud others, ^

motion by Mr. I lay they were ordered to he \
the table. The bill to detach Sehna, Alabama, ^

tun the collection district of New Orleans, and c

ake it a port of delivery in the collection district £

Mobile, was considered and passed. Mr. Mallo- J1
introduced a joint resolution to extend the time t

r the restoration of retired or dropped naval otfi- £

rs in certain cases to the 15th day of April, 1858; j
hich was considered and postponed until to-inor- n

w. After a long executive session the Senate ad- ^
urned. £
lIot'flk ok Representatives..Mr. Jones, of Penn- r

lvauia, reported from the Committee of Ways and [
eans the annual appropriation bill for the support S
the Military Academy. On motion of Mr. Cling- £

an, of North Carolina, resolutions were adopted \
lling upon the President for certain correspond- a

ice with the governments of Paraguay, Brazil, Spain,
d New Granada. The House then went into Cem- v

it too of tho Whole on .the reference of the Presi- it
lit's message to the standing committees ; when I
e discussion on the neutrality laws and Walker's o

pcdition to Nicaragua was resumod. Mr. Sickles e

New York, Mr. Bliss of Ohio, Mr. llaskin of New fi

>rk, Mr. Stephens of Georgia, Mr. Bocock of Vir- 1nia.Mr. Gilmer of North Carolina, and others par- e

ipated in tho discussion. Without final action on s

....... tl... rnao a r.,1 II

e House adjourned. f«
t<

ALL QUIET IN KANSAS. h
The St. Louis Republican of the 3d instant con- |
.us the following despatch from Booneville, received
b day previous : " All is quiet in Kansas Terriry."Tlus was forwarded by Captain E. N. Tracy,
the steamer Isabella, who left Leavenworth
the 31st ultimo, six days later than tho assumed j

te of tho false despatch rocoived by us on Mon-

y. Wo woftld remark, in this connexion, that the -,

gus news was duly forwarded by telegraph, ^
lile the genuine news of later date reaches us by
e mails, the agent at St. Louis not thinking the lat-

^
worth forwarding. It gives us great pleasure to

irn that quiet prevails in the Territory. (

A DEMOCRATIC SENATOR FROM KENTUCKY. tl

We are advised by telegraph thatyex-Goveruor tl

W. Powell was elected to the United States Sen- l'

: by the legislature of Kentucky on Tuesday last,
six years from the 4th of March, 1859. This is,

leed, a gratifying result, and is the first fruits of
^

9 democratic victories of 1856 and 1857 in the

od Htata of Kentucky, the home of our distinguishYice
President. Governor Powell has not been

o

nember of either house of Congress, hut as govtorof Kentucky, the solo democratic interruption ^
a long line of opposition governors, his name and

nutation became familiar to the country.

HAVE WE CORRUPTION AMONG US ? K
The financial pressure of the past five months has it

tclosed to tho world tho unfaithful manner in tl
rich several large business and financial establish- ti
nits in this country hevo been conducted, and re-

.I.! oTieni. fif mismanaeomoTit and want of in- a'

jrity not even suspected so long as the financial "[
>rld moved smoothly on. Every branch of busi- pi
*h lias suffered embarrassment, 3*et the Htorm will ''

irk at least one good result: it lias winnowed the tt
vent from the insolvent houseH.and compelled the
ter to make an exhibit of assets and to submit to

se investigations into their management. The
lelosures furnish a lesson for the future which all K

mid heed who-havo any regard for the value of ci

perieuce. G

Dnr attention has been especially attracted to this

liject by the report recently published of tho comtlccof investigation appointed to examine into the tl

airs of the Middlesex Manufacturing Company of P1

issachusctts, of which Mr. Samuel Lawrence, of

ston, of the firm of Lawrence, Stone, & CV. was

! treasurer and chief financial manager. The 11

use of w hich lie was the hoad were the agents for ^
s corporation. Its suspension made it necessary
examine minutely into Mr. Lawrence's inauagentof the financial affairs of the manufacturing
upany. In tho report of tho investigating com-

ttee we find the following statement: ^
" It appears that they (Iawrence, Stone, & Co, as

ints of the corporation! paid $87,000 to secure the pin
;e of the tariff of 1857. Of this startling amount c'

000 was disbursed by the New York- house for print-
editorial serviees, travelling OTpenses, and other ®

irges, whicli appear to lie legitimate and proper. No w

isfactory explanation has been as yet n ionled of the
dicatioh of the balance." 1 *1

Iliis report emanates from a committee of the w

ickholders, and its reliability cannot he question- Y

What haH become of the $79,000 unaccounted "
n'

and in what way could it have been disbursed to

in the accomplishment of the object mentioned 7

us there an unseen power at work in the halls of

ngrena shaping the legislation of the country to ()

omplish private enda 1 These are questions that »

oluntwily nuggest themselves to every person g
re in the federal capital, where the reduction of n

» tariff was effected.
The tariff act of 1857 punned through the forma of
islation in this way. A bill was reported in the *'

I(!
uise of Ueprenciitfttives from the t'ornmittee of ^

aya and Moans, the prominent feature of which i*

h a very considerable increane in the number of j

rticles on the free list. These articles were princiallythose used by manufacturers, and it was well
indcrstood that this feature was introduced for their

special benefit. After considerable backing and

lling by the chairman of the Committee ol \\ ays
nd .Means, who had the management of the bill,
t passed the House by a vote of 110 to 84 .nearly
strict party vote.the black-republic-ami sustainngthe bill, and the democrats and a few others

oting against it. Previously u substitute had been

tiered by Mr. Letcher, of Virginia, sunply reducing
lie rates of duty without making any material
lianges in the articles embraced in the different
chwdules. It revived 74 votes, and was lost by a

ote of 112 against it. When the bill reached the

Senate, a substitute was agreed to substantially
hat previously offered in the House by Mr. Ijeteher.
Vhen it was returned to the House for its concurencetho Senate's amendment was rejected, a coinuitteeof conference asked for, and the bill as it now
tauds was the result. Tho following is the vote in
he House upon tho substitute of the Senate :

YEAS Messrs. Aiken, Heudly 8. Bennett, Bocock,
furnett, John P. Campbell, Curlile, Caskie, Clingmaii,
Villianison R. W. Cobb, Cralge, Crawford, Davidson,
)euver, Dowdell, Edmuudson, Elliott, English, Evans,
uulkner, Poster, Tliornas J. I). Puller, Harriett, Ooode,
reenwocxl, Sampson W. Harris, Hiomas L. Harris,
foilston, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kklwell, Letcher,
.umpkin, Mace, Samuel S. Marshall. McMullin, McQueen,
mith Miller, Millsou, Mott, Orr, Peek, Pelton, Powell,
'uryear, Quitman, Ruftiu, Seward, Shorter, William
nilth, Spinner, Stewart, 'i'ulhott, Taylor, Thurston,
Valker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Williams,
Vinslow, Daniel 11. Wright, and Johu V. Wright.63.
NAYS- Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Harbour, Bar-

lay, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brenton,
Irooin, Buftinton, Burlingume, James H. Campbell, Lew»D. Campbell, Carutbers, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra
'lark, Clawaon, Colfax, Cumins, Covode, Cragiu, Cumiack,Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Dean, DeWitt, Dick,
)ickson, Dodd, Durl'ee, Etheridge, Eustls, Plagler, Plornce,Henry M. Puller, Galloway, Granger, Robert B.
lu.ll, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hodges, Holfaan,Holloway, 'gliomas It. Horton, Valentine B. Hor-
on, Howard, Kelsey, Kcnnett, King, Knapp, Knight,
inowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Humphrey Marshall, McCarty,
Lillian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mur
ay, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pennington,
'erry, Pettit, Pike, l'lingle, Purviance, llicaud, Robbius,
toberts, Sabln, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Stanton,
trauahan, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Tyson,
Jnderwood, Wade, Wakeinan, Walbridge, Waldron,
'adwaladerC. Washburne, Eillhu B. Washburne, Israel
Vashburn, Watson, Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff,
nd Woodworth.105.
Wo have been thus particular in referring to the

otes hy which the tariff was amended in order that
L may bo fully understood by whom it was passed,
'ho substitute voted for by the democratic members
f Congress was regarded as inimical to tho interstsof the manufacturers ; the bill, with an enlarged
ree list, was the one they desired to have adopted,
f, then, money was used anywhere in Congress to

fleet itn passage, it mu«t" have gone to those who
ustained it. Tlie report of the investigating comrittoejustifies such an inference. Yet such an injrcncewe are fully persuaded does gross injustice
i many persons, and the only way in which the
onest can be separated from the corrupt is for Mr.
awrence to make a full confession of the use to
rhich the $79,000 was put, and to name the individalswho received it. Justice to the innocent, who
annot now be distinguished from the guilty, reuiresthis at his hands. Or if he shall be unable of
is own knowledgo to give such explanation, we

uggest that his copartners, Mr. Stone and Mr.

lade, who were in Washington whilo this bill was

nder consideration, and took a most active interest
> its passage, be called upon to divulge what they
my know concerning the matter. o desire mat

to general integrity of Congress Khali be vindicated
ofore the country by singling out those members of
le last Congress, if there wore any, who sustained
10 tariff amendment through corrupt cousidera011S.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
We observe that some of our coteinporaries anouneothe passage of resolutions of a certain charcter

by a State convention of Now Hampshire held
11 Tuesday. It was not a convention, but a meeting
f the democratic State committee, who adopted
iroo resolutions upon the political questions of the

ay. The first endorses the Kansas-Nebraska bill;
le qecond expresses the opinion "that no constituonought to be imposed upon them [the people of

aimas | or the people of any other Territory, until
has received their express approval;" and the

lird, fully sustaining and endorsing tho administraou,
is as follows :

Iifiolvcd, '1 hat the democracy of New Hampshire have
tiding confidence in the integrity, patriotism, and
Htesnianship of President Buchanan and his constituonaladvisers, and in their fidelity to the great princi-
e upon which they came into power, and we [dodge to
teiu our cordial and unwavering support in all their ef-
rts to carry out those principles in the administration of
le governnienf.

CONFESSING THE TRUE CAUSE
In his message to tho late special session of the
annas legislature, the true cause of the recent extementin that Territory is Hiiih stated by Acting
overnor Stanton :

" At the election for delegates to the convention, on

te 16th June last, the great body of the people refrain
1 from voting. That refusal of tho majority to go to
ic polls was too unfortunate to be now denied. It lias
reduced all the evils and dangers of the present critical
our. It lias created the present profound excitement."

The Kansas Herald of Freedom unites in this adliaaion,and does not oveu lay any stress upon the
isfranchisement of fifteen counties, the new fact
welt upon at length hy uov. wanter. un me conary,it admits, with MrJStantdn, that the disfranliisedcounties contained very few inhabitants, and
laiins that the abolitionists conld have elected their
wn delegates to the convention in every district,
t hhvs:
" Had the tree-State party consulted their bent inter

da, instead of standing on etiquette, as they did in June
ist, they would have ' pitched in' and elected tvery debateto the constitutional convention. Then, if they had
anted the Topeka convention ax their fundamental law,
ley could have clothed it witli legal sanction, so far as

l>pearanccs are concerned, and now we could have been
alf way out of the woods, instead of being surrounded
1th difficulties which at times seom insurmountable,
fe have a long chapter to write on this subject some day
\at will put- a different face on this statement from that
ow seen by many of our readers.''

TEXAS.
A democratic Stale convention w ill moot at Austin

n the eighth of January, to nominate candidates for

State comptroller. Slate treasurer, and an attorney
enoral. The election docs not occur until August
ext.

"Poitlas Soitoe or Ekoland.".This is the attractive
ibject selected by Dr. Charles Mackay for his second

dure, which he will deliver on Saturday next, In rexinseto a flattering "requisition" made by a large nurnrr
of distinguished gentlemen. There will doubtless Ix*

crowded house.

f
THE KANHAK TROUBLES HRAWINO
The regular inarch of events iu Kansas

i/.os oh to assume that ho application will shortly be
made to Congress for its admission into the Union as

a State with the Lccouipton constitution, embracing
the slavery clause. We have a right to expect,
therefore, that Congress and the country will soon *|
be relieved of this agitating subject. The disturb
uncos in that Territory, and the importance attached
to them by sectional and party coalitions, have been
discreditable to our country and its boasted eiviliza
lion. They have been the struggles of men contending,not for right, but for ascendency.not for prin
ciples, but for the gratification of their passions.
not for a sound, healthy, regulated liberty, but for

privileges which belong to a stato of nature, and
which are destructive to all social order and repug-
uunt to all legal enactments, liad its citizeus been
prevented from freely expressing their opinions on

the introduction of the slavery feature into their
Htate constitution, they would have had some pre- Y
text to complain of an infringement of their rights ;

but when this whole matter has been submitted to
their owu choice and judgment, and the majority, ss

it would seem, havo refused to vote upon it.as they
previously refused to vote for delegates to a legal
ly-callvd convention to frame a constitution. the no

lutiou of their obstinacy.for it is nothing else.I
must be found in some other motive than a scuso of

outraged justice. Such u plea will no longer avail
them- The real cause must be seen to be a per
verse disposition and a wrong-headed determination
to set all law aud constitutional authority at defiance.
Rational men, who are contending for their rights,
and who have the opportunity of vindicating them
through the ballot-box, do not act in so unrsesonaI

ble a manner.

The recent turbulence in KansAs is certainly attribu
table to outside influences.to the arta of designing
men, who, to accomplish certain ulterior ouds of
their own ambition or avarice, have been willing to
tan the flame of popular discontent, and thus to keep
up a perpetual agitation which shall precipitate and
aggravate sectional quarrels. The allegations that
the people of Kansas have been defrauded of their
rights by violence and intrigue ; that they are the
victims of un organized system of oppression ; aud
that a constitution, in the. (Valuing of which they *

were at liberty to participate, has been thru-it down
their throats.we believe that is the accepted
phrase.against their freo and sovereign will, are

utterly absurd and untenable. Acting themselves
in the most unjustifiable and lawless manner, and

neglecting and treating with contempt the opportunitiesafforded them to institute a government thai
should fulty accord with their own sense of the popularnecessity, what right have they now to complain
of the infringement of their American privileges ?

In what instance have they been trenched upon ?
In none whatever; and the motives of those who
persist in encouraging their outbreaking contumu-

cy, and endeavor to persuade them, with a view to

keep up popular agitation, that they area wronged,
injured, down-trodden people, are well understood
and fully appreciated. However influential their
talents and position may be, we wish them a higher
vocation and a better cause, in the fulfilment and

advocacy of which they may maintain principles
that are sound and conservative.promotive, not of
discord and bloodshed, but of the best interests of
tho country and the harmony of the whole Union.

A CASE IN POINT.
We have a few facta relating to the several constitutionsof the State of Kentucky which are of interestin connexion with the organization of aState governmentin Kansas tinder the Lecompton constitu- . .

tion. The first constitution of Kentucky was formed
in 1792, and existed until 1799. The second or

amended constitution, framed in 1799, remained un-

altered until 1850. Neither of theso constitutions
were ever submitted to a vote of the people. The
now constitution of I860 was submitted to the popularvote, and adopted by a vote greatly less than a

majority of tho whole number of voters in the State.
Yet no oue over supposed tliat its adoption by a minorityof the people rendered it an illegal instrument,or relieved those who omitted to vote from
yielding to it their hearty obedience. All hud the
opportunity to vote, and that was sufficient ; it was

the majority at the ballot-box that decided the questionof its a<loption, not the majority who declined
to vote.

PROPORTIONATE USE OF THE VOWELS OF THE
ALPHABET.

The following comparative table shows the proportionateuse of the vowels in four of the languages
of modern Europe, together with the relative use of
the consonants in tho same languages. The numbers J
of the respective vowels, it will be seen, are referred
to the letter E taken as a standard :

Vowels. English. Dutch. French. Italian $
A728 313 436 763

K 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
1 701 218 361 807

0 672 300 312 780
U...296 117 398 100

Y.... 184 118 12 10

Total vowels -3,084 2,066 2,519 3,410 j «

Total consonants 5,977 2,854 2,824 3,966
The most singular fact which the above table re- j

veals is that, notwithstanding the apparently iusurmountabledifficulty which the accumulation of hoc K

cosaive consonants presents to tho American student
of the Dutch language, the relative proportion of con- I
sonants to vowels is much larger in the English |
than in the Dutch tongue. The word cotton will serve j
as an example. In English it has four consonants to
two vowels ; while the Dutch word ttattmivo/lt con- I
tains five consonants to four vowels, giving to the j
Dutch word 80 per cent, of vowels, against 50 per I
Cent, to the English.
We cannot go with those who denounce the admin

istration as anti-southern because it is anti-filibuster. The
laws of the country are directly opposed to such expedi
tions. The executive Is bound to enforce these laws. It 1
is bound to prevent organ [rations within the United
States for such purposes. It is bound to arrest their g«> (I
ing against foreign countries and if there t>c a people II
upon earth whose reliance is upon the lnws of their conn 11
try for the protection of their own dearest rights, the w

jwoplc of the South Is that people. The people of the 1
ttouth is the people who, of all others, ought, to set the I
example of strict obedience to the law.

[ Wilmington (TV. C. Journal

Short Si-kschks In the English House ot (Joiuiuontheywill not hear a man speak st length who is no'
known beforehand to have something to say. They cheer
him down, cough him down, laugh him down, clap him
down, stamp him down, or go down themselves to din
ner. I/>ng speehe* are sn abomination So, remarks tin l\
Philadelphia Ijedger, It will become at Washington A
few of the really great men will make just as many reallv I
great speeches us o\ or. But the business of the country f.
Is more rapidly coming to be transacted by sharp, short \
pointed debating speeches, with the quick-witted retort ?'

than prosaic orations ? t


