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THE LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION.

THE NATIONALITY OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC PARTY AND ITS IMPORTANCE
TO THE UNION.

REMARKS OF TIE HON, ELIJAIL WARD,
OF NEW YORK,
Diebivered i the Hinse of Roprosentatives, Mirch 51, 1855

The Hons being In Committes of the Whole on the
stato of the Unlon—

Mr. WARD snid @

Mu, Cearssax @ The subject of wdmitbing Kansws o8 a
State under the Lecompton constitution hay been so fully
ol ably diseussed by the distinguished  wembers of this
honoeable body that no new view oan be presented of the
immediate points in issne. 16 has oconpied the nitention
of Congress until 1 am suco the whole conntry must be
wearded of the discussion. 1t b a matter of desp regrob
Ut 80 lorgo n portion of the time of (his Congress hisa
been thus-sisorbod,  The nation bas just passod through
oneof those periodical floancial vevalsions which ovenr
from inflated fssue of bank paper, overtrading aud speou-
lation, leaving thousands in hopeless bankruptey— all
branclies of industey aerested and compmerce paradyred—
and yet nearly four months of the session gone and not
one effort made, one word of hope or congolation uttered,
or any messure  of relief Lrought forwand in Congress
that exhibits un Intercat, or sympathy even, with those
upon whom ealamity has fallen so heavily. A sectional
ond political excit t has beon eng i which, while
It muay not precipitate & dissolution of the Union, wenkens
that bond of friternal intercourse which should slways exist
between different sections of our common country, My
position wis carly taken from a deep conviction of duty
to the nation and my party ; my constituents have left
me free to take such & course ns wy jud t dictated

dividuals mny have done, T assert that it was not thon
il s part of the demoomtio creed.  In cunfiountion of
this position 1 cite the following passige from the nddress
of noting-Gavernor Stanton, nader date of April 17, 1857:

“The government espeokally e e fnoial not which
prhilis for wascwmbling o onyantion b fom s constiulion witn o
vhow b0 imaking appllcation e Congeo © for aditssion ai s Stake inke
the Union,  Thidk sob B8 regardeid ag presenting ths coly test of the
quadifloation of voters for dolegates o the oonveution, wd sl preor

ding regignant vestrlictions sretherely repeed. D b gt e act
st b ablowad Lo have grovidd for o foll st Lie expresion ol W
will of W people thrigh tho deleatos who moy bo alosets @ repre

sent U b the ootvention. 1 do et deubt, eweyer,
that, bn order 10 avokd sll pretext for resiitance (o Uie poacdul apers

whon of this law, the taelf willl, in some {:ﬂu. ur
sulunidting the great di regarding (heir soclal dnalit

i, il W o bomg gitntodd e potgle of Konsas, oo Db vots off
all e et bama fade ramidents of e Territory, with every possibile
wer ity mgalust feaud amd violeaoo. I8 tho gonstibo bon e diss T,
el the iestion of difference thus andanitiod 0 the decisim of the peo

e, T oelioyo that Kaosas will be wdmitted by Congross withoat dolsy

o on OF Lo oy ereign Blated of We American Cubon, il Wi Lorrl

kil auth will be Watedy wlthdrnwn. "

This question of submission bas recontly nrisen, amd
hag beem selzod wpon gince the commencement of this
Congresd, wnd made the basis for pssailing the  President
of the United Btates for an honest ad patriotic dis.
vhaipe of his bigh dutiee.  TUhe Presidont in his instroce-
tions to Governor Walker neither intendid nor expoctad
thist nny other question than that of slavery was to e
submitted, 1In his mesinge transmitting the Lecompton
vonstitution to Congress, he kays @

¢ Mo person (thoughd of any olber guestion, . For my own part,
when 1 lgstrocted Governor Walker, In geoeral terms, in fivor of
wubmitting the constitution W the google, 1 hat go olgeet l view ox
copt the allabsorbiog question of slavery, o what manner the
poopils of Kawns might regobnto thetr otler soieornn wivs pot & sul
Joet which stirated oy atbention,  In fact, tie genersl proyisions of
our recent Bale coustitations, slaer un axperictice of cighty  years,
wro a0 shmiller and g0 execllont that it woold bo diMealt o go Lr
wrong ab the preaent day o framlng s new donstiteilon.

7 thon belioved, and st betiove, that, ooder the orgunio ael, the
Ko conyontioh were boutnl o submit this allimportant question
7.4 shwvery to the people. 1t was sover, heweyer, my opinion that,

Y a1 "~
unil whether it meets with theiv approbation or not, 1
kuow they will accord to me nn honesty of intention and
i vectitude of purposs.  While my own lnmediste con-
stiluents bave confided in my judgment, 1 hnve not been
winmindful that the nuited democracy of the city of New
York, of which iy distvict i o purt, and the local or-

1y of thisaet, they would bave been bound to solimit any
portion of the constiution to o popular vote, In order o give v
hdhy. Tl T emtertiined sueh an oplnton, il woult bave bewsn (o
oppogition w meny preosdents b our history, commenetug in e vory
Bt agn of the pepublic.  T0 would bave boon e opposition te the
privgiple whilch pervades our nstitations, and which b« overy day our
rled ot ot practios, thae the people have the right o delegite

oy vud; ohibsen by ( Wieky poveroign power Lo frgoe
oouAtibutions, emit luws, anld perform masy other mportint ot

E'“ﬂ“l' ons hawve )"# Appro “Ed ‘," the m.'-tl'i)n of their without requiring that these should Dis gubijeoted (o thelr subaogus n{
e tntlves that sustain the fon of Konsas un- | approbation, 1t wild be @ most fcouvenient Nadtation of their owi
der the Lecompton constitution ; that the «d tie | power, lmpased by the people npeo thenaelves, o exelodo them from

press, the democratic members of the legislatiie, and
the leading moen of the party present an unbroken front
in support of the sdminfstration, sad exhibit o unity of
nekion that has not been witnessed in our State for many
years upon o prominent public guesti In wddition to
this concentration of public opinion, Ihave not been in-
sengible to other influences. The cty of New York
Is the largest commercinl city In the Unlon. TIn
185667 five-vightls of the total imports into the
United Btates were lmported into that city ; one-
thinl of the exports, one-thinl of the domestic pro-
duce, aml over one-hall of the forvign produce were
exported therefrom, and there were collected ab the
cistop -houso there within the same time forty-three and
& hadf millions of dollars upon dutinble imports ; it banlk-
ingg capital, exclusive of that of private bankers, In 1857,
amounted to sixty-five and a hall millions, and Lesides
has millions invesial in other corporations, il in do-
mestic manuficture and temde.  These, too, nre but o part
of the vast interests that centre thero. These sounrces
of wealth, power, and groatness, cannob bt sufler by Lhe
continned agitation of this Kansws question, ending as it
may in disturbing the harmony of the Union, without re-
pulling in any practicnl geod to the persos the slavery
nyitators desire to benefit. It 18 nob to be denied that wo
are & commercial people, and that to commerce we are
Lnlebted for ok adyvancement, growtl, miul prosperity as
a natlon.  The majestic vessels which esrry onr products
to other climes, penctiating every seaport, bear with
them olvilization, snd instroct other nations that a power
here exists that cannot be disreguoded.  The  commercinl
prusperity of my city, the whole comntry, the onwand
progress of commerce, and the agrienltoral sud the other
departments of Indutry, 1 believo, are Involved in tho pub-
Jint questions, whiol from time to timo agitate thecountry.
Tmpressed with the vulue and lmportance of the Unfon to
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I8 large boarding and day school for young
lndies, w0 Wi A favoeably Known as conducted by Miss 1.
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my constituents, 1fiud ineadddition to party conshder-
atious for pursuing o conrse best caleudnted to el the
provent agitation, amd restore onee more amity and good
feeling. No one who has olserved closely the events in
Kansay for the lwab few years ean fail to tence to its prop-
‘er kouree the presgat exvitemoent, and percelve the urgent
necessity of Investing the people of that Territory with
the rights of sovereignty, so that they may esercise the
[unetion of & Blate governmoent, sud relieve Congress from
further intorforence. No anslogy can be mude botwoen
the grievances of the American colonies prior to tho rev-

wn iy il Uvele danghters or wards here ander their own super-
vision, aa many have bovn wd 10 do—tho g of thin
siluary evpresciting nearly every Sate in the Unian,

For particilars aildress M. J, HARROVER,
Princlpal of the Georgetown Femaly Sewmbiury,
Hep 12-—eotl . Goorgetown, 1, C.

AMES 7. DICKINS, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
o) Putent, Clabm, nad Geooral Ageney, Offiee Southoast Corier of
Seventh wil F strects, Do d—11

. GILLET, Counsellor at I.lw, has removed
o L oflieo 4o bin residence i Franklin Bow, corner of i€ and
Thlrtoisth strects,  He witl ooptingo o Jevole bis niboution prigelpad-
by ta camin i bl United stades Supreme ot
ot 2H—dtf
AHARLEN'S LONDON CORDIAL LIN—THE
ORMANAL AND ONLY LONDON (3N JMPORTED.~Js kin,
ditillod in Lombat oo wotgd barley, noder the survolignee of Lo
Heothsh exetse lawn, 14 delieely Savored witl o Hootyee of ghe fre
yruiper borry, aud sonme of gl wodt valusdide restoratives of W vege-
tabibe Kingsboin , cendering i, in the of e mos emminent modl
cud maets, Ui purest aed safest sl o opele delpk in use,
Tt is a dulingons lonke, of s sofk sl deljeate Bavor, difering tutirely
from wny other Glo, sod devald of that Tagsh, gorkl Raste which ren-

lution, as attempld by my colleague, [Mr. Hamay, |
wid the alleged complaints of w part of the people in
Kaunsas.,  In tho former ense, Grest Britain persisted in
controlling local nifaivs ; nud in the latter Congress do-
lves, In the most spoedy  way, to confer all power upon
the cltizens of that Territory, to mannge their own of-
fudrs in their own way, subject to the constitution of the
Unitesl States.

My, Chairmuan, from the course the debate has taken,
wn apprehengion would prevall with  those not cognizunt
of the facts that o foul and deep wrong wis about to be
perpeteated npon the people of Kansas ; that the provi-
wione of the Kansas-Nebraska acl were to be \'Ioluhx}i, aned
dho phatform adopled at the Cinclunati Conyention rela-
ting to the question of glavery ignoved. o 1l_unrwml.m!n
thot this is mere clupor, it is proper that T sliould briefly
peler to o fow autecedent events.  The actreferred to,
passed in 1854, has this provision @ “When admitted
a State, the snid Ferritory, or any portion of the sane,
ghall bo peceived Into the Undon with or without slayvery,
as their copatitution may proseribe at the time of their nd-

i

A Ut artbele Kotwn ma Eolland Gio, o Solideppd, s ol ol

Thotigls uot iteded as 6 mslivine, iU recommended by physliaos
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Callo, Uliolern, Fever and Agne, Brictnre, Dissiaes of M Uribary O
s, the Kidweys snd the Bowels, Nervous Debiliy, &o,, whilst the
weakor s will flnd by W adogiion s sure peliel fromm Uidse distress.
iy whtyancos wlibeh Croquestly attend tholr delicate orgaizstion.

e Vilentine Mott, of New York, the higheet medical wathority,
peononnoed CHATLESS LONDON QURDIAL GIN Gnob only siperior
to iy e, Mot i Dest artiele of the Kind Do L over sovn.

It s pecntiacly wapbed. 0 sottkors i Uie southerd and weators
At 44 well ww for Grnvellors expased o changes of water ani air,

Fear et bt squirts al Roventy (ve vouts, aml pints thiety vight cents,
ny il druggista, grooors, feallerors. il conutey merchante,  Powuro
[ intetions, By eoly CHARLESS,  NONE OTHER 1 IMPOIRTED.

EOMUND C. CHAHRLES, lmporter,

Mar M1y A0 Brondway, New York.

ODERN LANGUAG ES.—Professor DANIEL E.

) it being the truo intent sad meaning of this act
not to legislate slavery into any State or Tevritory, nor
o vxclude it Preroipom, Tug to leave the people thoreof
perfectly free bo form and regulate their domestic institu-
tiops in their own way, subject ondy o the coustitution of
the United Statee."  'The taritorial govanment of Kan-
s wns organized oopder the  agb containing this scc-
tion,  The resolutions of e Cincjugst Conventjon ve-
Iating to slavery and topritorial organiaation werp ns fol-
lows :

o And thot wo wiay more distinetly meet the (sano on which s soe-
et party, subalsting exelusively on slayory agltation, new relics o
st b dhlolity of the progple, Nordy sod Boubh, Lo the constipition
agl the Unlon-—

L Resoloed, That elaiming follownhip M!h} and desirjog Lhe o
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exprebding tholr aovorvigory s any lawlol manoer they think progar,
1t i brun thit W poople. of Knnass skght, i they lad pleased, have
vequired the eonvontion to submit the comatitution tna popular vote;
Tout this they have pot done.  The suly eewedy, therelore, o this
g, bt which exists i all other gimilor coses. 3 the dolegatos
whir Crammed the Kansas coustitution baye ju sny moebper violsted the
will of tsoly constitgenta, the people Always podsoss the power W
dhange thelr goastitution or ol Iewa, sccopding (o thelr Gwn
plessure, ™

The alleged grievance of the republicans in Kansos
arising ont of the non-snbmission is not of sich & chame
ter o8 woull anthorize ns to reject tho admdssion of Kun-
ms s i State under the Locompton constitution, They bl
an opporiunity to vote for delegntes to form the constitution,
also when that instrument wis submitted with wlavery, or
without slavery, and thoy refused to exercise the right.
But it is wrged that they could not vote for o agninst
slavery without voting for the constitution-—admitting
thilg, T would nsk who' is to Blame? Surely thoso who
abstained from Ising the right of popular soverelgnty
when the delegates woere elected to the constitutional con-
vention. Mere {5 a wilful determination, and repeated,
not to take part in any proceeding which recogndsed the
territorial legislature, nud which omission, inmy judgment,
atops them from any claim upon, or right to, our syinpa-
thies. Gov, Walker, in referring to the selection of dil-
egates, distinetly wams them what would be the conse-
quences If they should not participate in the clection, He
HAYS :

= The peopla of Kanean, then, are invited by the higheat aatiority
kaowin o the gonstitutlon o partcipate feeely snd Guely o the ol
oo o ddelegatis o enme o constitullon aml State government,  The
Law T precfioponed it autive appropriate tosction when it extemls (o
e peoerprlie the right of suffeage, but | cannot compel e performance
of that duty.  Throughout our whiolo Union, however, and wherever
freo government provaila, Wiese who sbetpin from the oxiree of 1
right ol sulfrage avthorlze ose who de vots 1 act e them in st
vontingenoy, smd the abeoutees are ns moch boond under e bow npd
copsiititlon, where there e frand or violenee, by the aot of 1he
mgority of thpve who do vt s 0 all hal i Yl bl
(lierwize, as yoting must bo voluutary, selfgovermnent would o
nmpravticabile, pod pwnarehy of despotism would remain o the only
nliernative. " |

This s the tene doctrine, and I have never hemd it
quostioned. 1 firmly  believe that, judging by the past
aots of the republicans of that Territory, if this constitu.
tion is sent back the same obstinacy and difffculty will
oxigt. It wos their deliberate Intention that the consti-
tution shoull be presented here with slavery to keop up
that excitement, and to further aiil and abet those who
ek to break down the demoveatic party, and this houor-
able body will full to assert itn rights and protect s
dignity in permitting its attention longer to bo oceupied
with this subject snd those Toeal contentions.

The motlve and ncte of the republicans have been sueh
aa cannot be recognised without overturning all govern-
ment, law, and order.  The evidence 18 nnguestioned and
overwhelming, that they have been in o state of rebellion
to the government since the meeting was convened on
the 14th or 15th August, 1855, which resulted in the
convention, held September 19th of thal year, which
framed the Topeka constitution, to be put in operation in
subversion of the territorinl government established un-
der the authority of Congress. © The ovganisation under
that instrument, the assembly of its legislature, its acts,
thy presentation of that constitution to Congress, she
passage of the bill admitting Kansas o State under it by
the republican membors of the House of Representatives,
and its rejection by the Senate, the creation of armed
furcos In Kansas (o sustain this revolutionary movement,
art now mwatbors of history., These occurrénces demon
strnte the position I nssume, and which s sustained by
the Prestdent in his messago, February 2, 18568,

4 This goverument, [lerrilorinl] would long gince have Been sl
worted bl 18 uot been protected Teom thele aslts by e troops of
the Unitedd Sedar.  Soch bos been the oondition o' allaies wioee my
isasgrurntion,  Ever winee that peciod o large portion of - the people of
Kuomns have been in s state of rebollion agalnet the government,
while o mifitary Tonider af (hele lead of & most turbudent aid daoger.
ots charscter, They hivo oever aek sowledged, it inve eonstanly
wentpend and dofled, e goveremont o whinh they owe allogianes,
el By Do sl tho thoe Inon stile of reshslanos againi s anthor
My, They have all the time heen endeavoring W subvert [0amd o
patabilish n bevolitionary  goyernsient, wodee the socallsd Topoka
rmetitation, bn e stewd, Even at this very moament the Topeka legisln
Lore s Bn dedabon, '

Agnin ho says

YThe frath e, that, ap B the geosent moment, the enombes of the
existing government #till aithore to their Tojeka rovolotionary conatl
btion and govornment. The very est parngragh of the meoaes of
¢lu\u:rl:llr I:-rl;}llmll.-l:«a‘ll'-l e Tih of Deeembor, o the Topeka

aporation of, sl whe regard the prosecvation of the ajos ander the
constitotion as tha § i il popudintiog at 1
portion amd pladforis eoncornlig domestle slavery, which seck 10
cmbirol] Wi Hatos apd joeito (o troason and  priped resstanes fo law
In e Territorien ; and whose ayowed pury . } 1,
st end o civil war sl disapion—the  Amerionn demmoceney rocog-
wheo and padopt thie prineiples coutaine) in the orgaape lnws astablioh:
ing the Terriiories of Kansia and Nebraska aa hobodyipg fhe only
witid wnd mafe solithon of the Calavery goestion’ upon which the
grent natioual ko of the pocple of Uhis while country can Fepose in
ita determined conservatism of thy Union o8- iereereescs iy Cox.
(NG WITH SLAVREY 1N 5540 AxD TRMMITORY, O IX THR Insnoor or
Cormma,

v, That this was e Basis of the compromises of 1850-—ounfirmed
by bl Wie domnerathe aml whiy parlic in usthona] conyenthon—rati
fiscd by the people 0 the cleetion of TR62, nmld rightly spplied o the
argnaigation of Territorion in 1854,

8. That by the waiform applieation of thia demorratke principhe to
tho drganizitini of Torritori, and G0 e mdmlesion of now States,
witl o without domestie slayers, an thiy may slect, the equal rights
of bl the Saten will bo presarvest intact—the original compaots of the
commlitution maluliinod  oviokste—aml Wie perpetaity snl expamsion
al thie Union atred w is vtnoet capacily of smbracing, b pace sl
Jnrmpony , overy futare Americu Stalo that iy D commbituted or an
sl with & repabbonn R of povernment

“ 7 we the right of the o ol Wt Torrd -
tories, ineloding Kansas aid Neleaskn, seting throngh the Tegally and
fairly expressed will of @ magorily oF apital residents, ped whenovor
thhie mpmber of iwkr inbiabitante justines it to G w constiingon, with
oF withont domesiic slavory, sid Do silmbitied oo Ao Uniow apon
torirs of perfect spunlity with the other States,"

It will e olserved that neither the act nog resolution
conteraplatod that tha constitution of Kansas should be
sulmitted to the people.  They utended, vngnestiona-
bly, the peaple should have the power to *‘regulate their
domestie institutions,'’ but whether throngh a submission
or weonvention wie left undetormined, A sentiment and
focling, however, grew up during the eanvass that the
shivery el shonld be sulanitbed, and wis aoquicsced
im, whieh wonlid have been o full com with the act
and the platform, Jeaving the titution otherwise to
bt foomed o sneh mannoer as the poopile judged best. T
o pot mention thess facts ns approbatory of the non-snls-
missdon, for I skonld have preforrcd that the whole con-
stitution had been volod npon. . Lot whether that conld
or could not have been done rested with the people and
tho convention ; such las besn the unifortu practice, T
beHeve, relating to the terditortal notion for U ndmission
of new Blates, except when contrallod by leginlntive e
thon. I gpention this becanss iy colloageuo [Mr. sk
s sought o gronfe the dmpresion that the gnestion of
wibisshon of the wholo conpatitution entired fnto the last
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presidential cumpalgn ne a distinet deue. Whatever in-

i B fod ot Tawrence, containg an open deflanes of
the conatitution amd laws of the Tuited Sates,  The goysrmor says
Tl comvention whish frommt fhe Htation at Topeka orly 4
withi tho people of Kanins Territory.  They Bave adopted sl rtiflsd
the sme twics by & dirvet yobe, and also ?nullm:ll_r lﬂmuah 0 ithee
i of State ofMeors and membees of the Sate logislatare, Yol lb
s pleased the adminletration o fepaed the whole procesding revo-
Intioniary.'

Tl Topeka goveruent, sdlorod (o with supl freaspuabila pectl
nielty, b a government in dlect oppedition e e existing govern-
ettt prosoribed and  recopnised Dy Cougresa. 1 b asarpation of
the ganse chnractor an (b wenld bo for s portin of the poople of any
Stato of the Unkon b atdoriako to ealahilish o soparate govornimnt,
within ita Timits, for the parepone of Fodressing any gricvance, roal or
fmaghnary , of which they wtelit complaln, agminst i logilimnte State
govignment. Sach a peineiple, i earriod joto exeontion, winld destny
all bnwlul anthority and prodass univérsal nuarehy.

In these revolutionary acta may be discorned the ob-
jeet of the republieans, and that iz, to agitate until the
Topekn constitution is novepted.  This eannot be done 5o
long na Comgress recoguises  the legithmaey of territorial
orgulmtions, and would be subrersive of the fandaoen-
tal principles of our governmout. The guestion then
wrisen, does the Lecomplon constitution come to wa inn
leggal form ! ‘The only mode in which o le of a Tor-
ritory can form their constitution, or alter it when a
Stute, i throngh dhe Jegislatee. This b the proper
manner of nscortaining the popular  will, .»lpplyit!g i
rile to Kankns, we find that the Kangas-Nobrwska net loft
the < people of the Territory perfeotly frve to form and
rogulate thoir domestic institutions in their own way,
wubject ouly to the constiintion of the United States.”'
Acting npon the power thue conferrad, procesdings were
huul suthorieing the clection of delogates to form a cone
stitation.  Such election was helid; the convention assem-

hled at Locompton, sdopted the constitution now present

ghould st be protectod sguinst their own wironglul omis-
glon. 1 am free to sy, Me, Chalinaan, that 1 shoulld feel
reluctant to participate in any act that would inflict n
wrong vpon the citiwns of Kansas, and would not do- it
knowlngly. 1 would: not voto for a measuve thist 1 be-
Heved wonld fasten upon thew o permanent constitution
that ¢onld not e altered or muended ; but, sir, 1 can soe
no weong in giving them a republican constitution, snd
wonferrlng upon  Kuasas the powers of s soverelgn State.
I have examined the provisions of that constitution, and
fiand it s democratic sy that of other States.  The follow-
ingg Tibwral provision s in tee LI of rights .

AT potitical poser e tnlierent o W people, and all free goyorn

meonte aro founded on theie sathority, wad  etisoted for teir hooelit,
el therelien they have of afl e wn inalionalde and dndefeasible
wight to wlfer, veform, o abobisk their form of goversment i such mas.
wor ws Whiy may think proper.'

This is a full reseevation of power by the people excopl
5o far ns Its exevcse is restricted by the constitution.
Tuking the position I have, that an alteration of such an
instriment can only be effocted by leglsbativenotion, except
in ense of revolutlon ; and believing with  the Iate la-
mented Wobster, the great expounder of constitutional
Jaw, *'that no single constitution has ever been gotten up
by maks meetings ;" that “there must bo some mode of
mcortaining the publie will 1 il T
and CH not, It s 0 gover L of the strongest and
moet numerous,” 1 can only recoguise the right of the
peoplo-of Kansas to change their constitution in the man-
ner presciibed thereby. 1t Knnsas is admitted under’ the
Lecompton congtitution, can it be altered ! and, if so,
whent 1t provides for n change sa follows :

odne 14, After tho yenr 1804, whenever the leglalature shall thivk
I necessary 0 amiend, alter, or change this constituticn, they shall
ricomend e e glectors ot the nest general eleotion, two-thieds of
o ot hidérs of enoh honse eonourriug, 1o vole for or aeminet calling a
cotvintion; and I it ahall appear that o majority of all citizons of the
Hate lavo yoted Tor a oconveutlon, the leglalaure dhall st e nest
regilr sesdion call i eonvention,”” ke

It seomn to me that this section (and 1 give it as my
opinton only) takes effect in fuluro, und that until 1864
there is no restriction that ean prevent o prior alteration,
I shall not ocoupy the attention of the ittee in elu-
cidating  this point —it has already been ably done, soad
cspecially by my filend the honorable member from
Pennsylvanis, [Mr, Pumars.] T presume it will not be
digputed that if Congresa or m State legislature pass o law
to take effect on and after such a day, (named,) or after
sich o time, it cannot take ¢ , Or become  opemtive,
untll the pedod dosignated hos expiced, The same rule
would apply to o constitutional provision. The Topeka
coustitution has the following : i

s gmer, 4. No conveutlon for the formation of n new constitation shall
T windbisad, anid woy 4 L Lo thie whndl be, by the gen-
ernd wiembly, made, before the year 18685, nor more than ones in five
years thereonbier.

This containg a restmint or restriction that would be-
come immedintely operative,

Tho State of Now Youle illustrates in her action the offect
of both provisions, The coustitution of that State of 1777
contgined no provisien for its amendment.  The leglsla-
ture in 1821 passed u law snbmitting to the people the pro-
pricty of smending the constibution. They responded in the
whirmative,  The convention which assembled, instend of
amending the ol one, framed o new constitution, which
was accepted.  The one thus formed contalned a clanse

leayruo is to share the ssme fate ronaing to be scen.

While 1 desire the honorable member shall take

all the credit ho Is entitld to for his advocicy In

times pust of the principles of the national dewocracy,

1 cannot perceive how it can justity his pl;mubloom
I for

the South, that & counter-geographical pacty moust arise
this ovcurs, it is casy to foretell the consequences

Othors belore it have beon distinguisl conglstent
political netion, aud yet by a single net have Blighted tho
good effoct of il their nutocedents, and destroyed their
soliticnl future.  Without intending auything pemonnl,
{nm. by way of [lustration, T would sy that Arnoll wis
estecred o true aud Joyal officer, and had done the State
poe serviee, untll he committed treason W‘Iﬁl

conntry. Wil it be urged that Tuka 't wins the
justifiecd ? I bave heard uch during this debate of
s readlng menibors out of the party.”  Sir, np formal
p aamento 18 required for that purpose—they are out
by the operation of their ownact—thay wre in the position
of the sollier who, in the hour of Dattle, deserts to the
enemy—the penalty folows, It is idle to suppose that
when gentlemon prochdm the resultof their act will be
to break down tho national party nnd clovate o sectional
one with ts sttendant conseguences, and are doing all
they ean to attain that objeet, they can remain whon the
net 4 pleted in full ¢ ion with the party they
sool o destroy, Their proper place is with the opposi-
tiom, amd time will soon ;Hm thom in thint association,
Higtory is full of examples of contliots between ndividu-
als and the party, but each instance has resulted in a
ghiganl falure of the assilant. The contest in such
cuses 5 e uncqual s that between a more guerilla
band and s powerful and well-organized nomy.  Men,
s Individnals, are apt to exaggerate thele, power when
diteoted agninst organization. In  struggles with the
dewogratic party, men are but plgmics contewding with
glants; they may bo compared to the fly on the wheel—
the fly is erushed, and the whee! rolls on, - Whenever a
gront Txsne, ns in the prosent case, avikes, Involving per-
haps the very existence of the Unlon, it Is the duty of
every man who has at heart the welfwo of the nation
to sustain the aministration in its_patriotic course, and
more ospecially those whe hold their seats fn this hon.
orable body, and were elected upon the same platforn
with the present distinguished chiel,

Bir, 1 entreat theze anti-Lecompton democrats to panse
in the step they are about to tuke In the opposition. You
concode the great purpose and mission of the national
democrtic party ; you concede It is the great bulwark
that alone can arvest the ascondency o tioualism ;
you concede that such i trivmph may vesult in a separn-
tion of the Btates, Uringing in its train calamitics that
may be conjectnral but not foretold ; and yet you stand
ready to strike the parricidal blow. Should this measure
be defeated by your votes, and the disaster flow from it
which has Been prodicted, you cannot fafl to be regarded
heresfter as the parrieides of the republic.

Mr. Chalrman, the northern nationsl democrcy  stand
now nod will continug to stand  hereafter by the privel-
ple established by the Knnsas-Nebraska act, nud: those

fated at Cincinnati, W instat that the "Territorics
n8 well ns States have the sole right to determine their
Tocal and municipal matters, and thut cach should be lot
alone to munnge them in their own way. This conrse
must nlthmatoly force the slavery agjtation ont of Con-
gross, notwithstanding the embarrassment which has thus
far attended the application of the principle to Knnis.

direoting the mode of chauging it.  In 1846, trary to
the restriction, the people, through the legistature, called
another convention and formed the cxisting constitu-
tion.

My, Chinirman, no serious objections ave urged, I be-
lieye, ngalnst any other part of this congtitution coxeept
the slavery provision, or point ralsed except as to the
provigion relating to an amendment. Tt may be sadd to
have been recoguised in solomn form by the whole poo-
ple of that Territory ; for, after the constitution was
framed, an election was ordered and  held under ite pro-
visions for the clection of State officers and the legisla-
tare.  In law this is an estoppel, and amonnts to an as-
sont.

Suppose, sir, that instrumont conld not be altered be-
fore 1864, what injury would result thereby to the party
thant desive it to be n free State? None, It is conceded
that there are now in Kansas but about one hundred and
sixty slaves.. Witha supposad froe-State majority in the
Territory, with climate and soil adverse to the permanent
existonge of glavery, 1 dp not believe that southern gen-
tlemen would desive to tako thelr slaves there, so that the
present number would not be greatly incrensed before the
people conld amend their constitution. The publie wel-
fare, the repose of the nation, and, indeed; every consid-
eration that ean lnfluence the patriot aud lover of his
country, demand that this subject should be promptly dis-
missed from the halls of Congress. Kansas admitted, nnd
the people of that Territory will then adjust their own
internal affuive, pesce bo restored, o more natural and
healthfnl flow of immigration thun that sent forward by
the BEmigrant Ald Socletios will oceur, peaceful pursnits
b enltivated, instend of threatened warlike amuscments,
It Koneas is not wlmitted, the excitement now pervading
the country will be sontinucd, the subject will again be
presented ot the next eession of Cony , Impeding all
legislation, amd perhinps to the following ono—with ench
protraction the waves of mngry and embittered foeli

The y t difticully has grown out of the prematnre
tmmigration forced upon the Territory by slayery agito-
tors, which went there not to cultivate the soil but to

foster the excitement which has of Inte convulsed the
whole country, and of which all, I Lelieve, ave heartily
tired. This rule adopted will not produce like conssquen-
ced agnin.  There muy be some strugele wher n eonsti-
tution with slavery ispresented, but Lbolieve public senti-
ment will dotermine that itshall be no bar to sdmission on

Ahat gronmd, Onee firmly established and acted upon in |

good fidth, slavery will be left to the law of climate and

soil to control it, This Inw, which lne been silently work- |

ing since the adoption of the constitution, s caused the
abolition of slavery in six of the original States, and
either abolished or probibited it in nine of the new States
ginge admibtod, and which his now brought to vs two, if
not more, free Btates for admission into the Unjon, there-
by dostroying the equillbrinm between the slave and free
Statos, imposes, in my judgment, a higher duty npon the
national demoeragy of the North than has hitherto cox-
fsted to see that the compromises of the constitution are
maintained, and the rights of the States scouved,  Tts ae-
Yion in the past is & guatantee for the future. A1l that the
sonthern States demand is to be allowed to control their
owi aifaits, and equal rights with the other States. When
u new Btate secks ndmission, if the people desire slavery,
Congress should at onece accoede and wlmit.  Tne national
democracy are fully committed upon this point, and will
redeem the pledge.

Mr, Chalrman, my colleague, [Mr, ITasgm,) in his re-
marks, nses the following language :

o 1 honeatly beliowe that but for  patrensgo, fast beeoming the bane
of thy ropublie, pot o democentic members (rom o Tree Shates
wiouhl e fonnd supporting the Leconpton cons® ation o4 it 1og heen
prosonted 1o s,

1 hiold that no member of this honorable body shoukl
make even n vague charge of this grave chireter nguinst

rolling higher and higher. Tt requires o prophetio spirit
to foretell the di o quences that may cnsue.

Mr. Uhairman, political history presents curions phases.
It shows the mombers of the opposition party to
have opposed all the lending measures of the demoeratio
party in times gone by, natil public sentiment - indicated
thieir adogiion na part of the publie policy of the country,
anel, alter being driven from point to point, they sought
ahelter nnder the slavery agitation, in which refuge they
now yemaing, pregsing iton regardless of consequences to
the Union.  In the last Congresa they were the oppo-
nents of non-intervention, or popular sovereignty, amd
in favor of congressional interference, and opposad to an
emabiling net 3 now we find thew in favor of an enabling
act and in favor of popular soverdlgnty, and what the
next phase will be to-anorrow amay detormine ; it is not
unlikely that we may find them voting for the admission
of w slave State.  They bave the warmest sympathy for
Cblewding Kansas,”" and ery feand, frand, and  charge
high erimes upon the democrtic party ;3 but they have
none for the groat eity of New York, whose vosted rights
wire ruthlessly invaded by s republican logisletare, and
stripped of many of its chartered privileges, to give spoils
nnid patronage to their adberents, 1 have been tanght to
belicve that “charity beging at home. '’

Another singular speetacte is presentod-—we find soveral
honomble members, who fought side by side with us in
the great political battle which resplted in the recogniiion
of non-intervention In local affaim of Territories, recently
voling for the appointment of nspecial - committee to in-
teyveng in its worst form in the domestic affalre of a
Territory.  Among the Intter T find my collengue [Mn.
Haswrn,] Tt was with feelings of regret and mortification
that T heard him ntter the following angunge :

UTn arriying at e conclusion o vote agaluet tho edmission of
Kans s speder e |mwwijn1|,m conmbjuthon fﬁ‘\mtﬂm el il e
Hnenced By s doeire in ully vepreseul the constitnoney  which
et ey wndd to fulil the plodgoes whioh T made them apon aoced
ity nominatiog. T them | am respoinible for my conrse hire |
gl bt lmn»-lu‘- con vinced that my opposition to die admizion of
Kt umitir the Lecompton coustitution —repadistod mid protosted
mgrdnal, i 0 bsy by ad Tewsn thipee oarths of her people—moots with
e approval o w lwrgo mjority of my constitoonts, whose wishos 1
am i Doy boumd b obey T aball vole agaitist e ndaission of Kan
o umlier the Locotnpton constitution, '

The honorable member ropresonts the connticd of West-
clieater, Rockland, and I'utnmn. 1 was born on the
banks of the noble Hudson, in the county of Westches-
for 5 the traditions of home clustered aronud and have
Been identified with i for more than a century ; my esrly
T was tin rambling among the rocls, hills, and
dules of thit bosutiful region uutil they beosme  familine
g hovsehold words. It i classic ground, hallowed by the
foolsteps of the Futher of his Country nnd his compeors,
the sedne of some of the most important evends of the
war of Independence.  Revolublonacy patriots now  sheop
the sloep of donth beneath i groen sod, and there rest,
too, the remaing of Pandding, (and his asociates,) the
cpturcy of Andre, whose last request to his medienl at-
fomdant was, “Please tell all those who agk aftor me that
I die o teve democratic vepabiliean,”’ and whose desecndd-
wnt my colleagns eo rocently defendid on this floor, Sup-

il to na fop our nctjon. ilum' already disposssd of the
objection that bul & 1 part of the volers exorcised
thelr right. The dquestlon thon aries, whal can aod

honld C o in the § o nnel what power does
it powsess P
The constitation provides that now States may be wl-

mittesd by the Congress indo this Unton, and <the United
States shall gaanranty to every State in this Unfon o re-
publican form of govermment. " = Tho Lecompton consti-
tution bs Togally framed, presented, and i republican in
form, mnd the Perritory ahoulid be mlmitbd st onee as o
State under tho power thos confurred . 10l boennised
thnt oven U o part of the people woull not vote, they

rotnded by #nch associntion, the dem y of that see-
tion ennnot, will got, fadber in o orieis Hiko this, mnd T am
jukifiend in saylog that my collesgne doss nob represnt
the wishes of the constitugnts it honored him with his
elootion.  Pulilic meotings bave beon held in tho soversl
conntios of the disteict condemning his course, and the
democratio prees B8 unsnimous sgniogt it My colleagne
will boar in wrind et bis predicessor in 1864 voted
mgninet the Kansas- Nebowskn Wil in opposition to the
winhes of his constitwonta.  He bonatod that he could 1w
vedurned upon thal vole ; pot being nominated, he
i THGG wy nn independent candidate, and recelved o
pnall monumber of vobes that 1 do not fmd bis name
wentioned o the official canvass Whethor my col-

jeal enntent ensai,

his intes, even from beliof, unlese fonnded upon wome
fack. 1 the integrity and honor of any gentleman has
yielded to the seducti pat e and power, it s
proper anud due to the dignity of this honomble body that
it ghould be known, and the person or persong named. 1
thorefore eall upon my colleague [Mr. Hasgin] to give
this information, and the fucts npon which his belief is
founded ; wy respect for this honorble body forbids that
1 should chareterize this charge in such terng ag it do-
sorves. I awalt his response ; 1 ¢an make groat allowance
for excitement incident to debate, The remnrks of my
colleague, however, having been prepared in advancs,
and rowd from n printed copy, indicstes premeditation and
deliberation. While my colleague makes an assanlt on the
one sidg, the honorable member from Tiinoks, [My. Mow-
s, in saying that the “northern men who vote for the
ndmissfon of Kansns under the Lecompton congtitution
are going to their political graves,'' (1 do not guode the
exact lnnguage, not having his remarks bofore wio, ) pays
e o high complimoent, for which, as one, I thank him.
It ghows hin conviction that we have been goided by
higher motives than golfish considerations.

Bir, T have heard it statod on this door, and held in fer-
rorem over the northern Lecompton mombers, that the
Kansas-Nebraska net republicanized the last Congress.
Without degiving to refer in detall, T desire to state a fact
not generally nuderstond.  The whaole conntry has been
made aware long sinee of the divigion in the demoeratic
party of the State of New York from 1853 to 18566, Tt is
to be deplored, hnt nevertheless true, that had the hard
and soft voto boen united upon singlo candidates in 1454
it would have seeured cloven moro mewbers in the lnst
Congress—seven by o majority vote and four by o plural-
ity-—making atotal of fiftecn, and given to the demo-
cratic party in Congress a decided majority, I mny also,
aay that the twelve democratic members from that State
fnn the prosent Congross were returnod upon the principlo
contained in the Kansas-Nobraska act,

In times gono by, the partics in this conntry wore di-
vided into the demoorntic and whig party.  Many glorious
battles were fought betwoen  them, snd many brilliant
and pallant contosts were had by the rival lenders upon
this floor upon the great questions which, from time to
e, have agitated the conntey.  As participants in these
intellectual encounters the names of Calhoun, Clay, Web-
ster, Benton, aid o howt of others, now ocenrto me,  Inall
the giant efforts of these statesmen —amid all the hoat,
zeal, and bittorness of debate and party warfioro—there
wai one cotntnon bond between them, and  that was the
love of the Ui i, The whig party wns nati

: il wpocilcatic. s
whileh will e om exhibltiou fn thin ofice on and after the 10th of

April,
Tids will Be yeerived for the complotion of the whole work T i,
e for the noy rrkp doeccibod b the e

Washington Agueduct, socording to plans

b e 4 e L
Statea resseving e right o make & conteact for the whole, or for the
nw“:ll.: works, i# may seetn usl A 1N puLnj or
thia bjels.

A poriion, anly, of the work ean be epmpheisd the R
Yot pow available; add the contraets will be subject 16 tie contin
kel‘u';); of fiture approjiriafions I;'y‘ O, -

engineer rescrves U right o wmount of work o
Ll il tht et af progrees umm cobrace, IME for ach

work.
Paymints will be made Iu:‘hnlh-k-: upan the United lﬁnl"ﬂ' Tronsury

i y g 10 pur cont
ot all payments untll the completion of the coptract; &nd it will be o
cotdition of all contracts that the workmen shall be pold thelr tull

wages memthly o b specke.

Prrapimala slioald e sealid, and ondoesod ¢ Proposald e Work nod
Ma I foe Wb Wasbington Aqueduie. '

T l'?u:‘led Blates ra;ri:r':‘“u Ui vighit 19 rejoct iy or all Bida for te
whale or for nuy the work, A not dectied mlvastagenus; bt the
waork will T nwm o tha bowest bidders {or The while, or for parii
of e work, who give goud ssearity Tor the complotlon of thelr con
tragts, i st reasonablo privos,

Evory offer must be ncoompanicd by & written gnarstdeo, slgned
mwmmiﬁu 1, 10 Who efftet that he or they auder
ko (hat the wmﬁrg wh.“cr i o t-m-tp- s
T o nn oblgation w e days, with good I | e
cliritlen, for the ompletion of the work nidertaken; sald m
ba avvompanitd by the cortifiente of the Unitiid Stales distriet juilge,
United Sates distriet attorgey, navy sgent, or somo Olcer of the gen-
eral povermpeut, or lvidual Keown io thi enghasor or Dagmrinenl
ul' Wi, thnt the pusratitors are able (0 make good thoke guarantoe,

Bida will be opwnod b the Progenoe of the bididens ol oo ol the
1t May : nowe will by vooelvodulior s L. g

The work 1o be let comprises: oomplotion of the dam soross’ the o
toeriag Al the Great Pali; hnm'lﬁu ynte bunse, gonplotion of mi
ponry  bridges; waste welrs; bulkling disiributing  reservolr, o

Tetion of gonduil rml-hlnumnlmnigm , Dukchiag o bwii oy pipe

3 m pipes frows the disgribu roservole 0 Wiy y

S e

tugg ' MOTYIco reservolr in licar g sl 50y ol eement,

eanl, bricks, atino, and all other l:m’:‘;ht ull of A pofivduen

19 to bo mmdo to the detabiod desceiptins snd spesifoution: i be ex.
Liblafred i ahila allloe. v e

The eomparizen of the bids will be made upoa W quaniities Boted
in the specifieations and plans exhibited at the time of Iettng; dod,
whould W bid o grods ba wocopled, Whe monthly fecgomts wpon tho
cimiracts will bo mado upon the sstimate of the engliior, ot peices
| 1o be fixed by him, with the wposl roservation of Wi per ool until
| thie enpirr completion of tie coulrmet il woLhe b

. {
Praposals should stale the time within which cach work will be com-

pletod, provided Congresn approprintes the ocessary
11y opdiy of the Becpretary of War: T
M. C. MG,
in charge :
| #urm of Guaranice.
| To Capt. M. €. Mmes, U, 3. Englucers: n
| Wo, the undersigned, residonts of In thre Siute of

' ]
horeby , Jolstly and sovernily , covenant with the Pnited Saten, nnd gosy
anty, in gase the foregoing bl of ———— ho necapted, that e wmy
will, within ten dnys aftor tho weoeptanes of Bhe =ald bil, exceotn
e contrnet for thie same, with good and sufliclent saretios to perform
[ the work o furtish the articlea proposed, in cosformity 10 U torms
| of thi sdvortimement uader which It wan mndo,  Anid o cuse the
| il - ehatl fuil to euter into cmtraet ne aloreaald, we gusranty
o s oo Che iitlerenor botweon the offer by Wi skl e anit
the next lowest Didder.
Ergmed

AR
an.

1 heroly ceetify that, 1o the best of my knowledge anid | bellef, the
| above named gaarantors wre gosl and suielent, a

& F.

e
| Mue 10-—dMay 1L

| Miss Christie Johnson,
THMITER (F KIAHITTTION,
Iﬁ_ desirons of forming classes in elocution in the
achools in Washlogton, will give instroction 0 private pa
e in timt city and in Geargetowi,

Mise Johingon will give lessons 10 youtha and professious] goutle
wen, anid wleo o forelgners whowish W acgnirs n purs Kaglinh ac-
vont,
| Realdones | Misa Harrover's Ty Misn Enplish's) Femnle San
| tary, rnes Washingtow aml Gy sreets, Georgelvwn,

Mri. Annn Corn Rilehie, Rishmond, ¥a.
R, Sephon 1, W, o I G
Gralton Tyler, N I, Geargetown, 1. €.

For further information apply to Mauchard & Mobun, st thielr book

nmm, rw of Ponnay| avenue and Eloyonth sicoet.
v

153 HOSMER'S DEATRICE CENCI BLEEPING.
Thisn oxiuisite phce of Iptare, exacuted at Toma By Har
riet Hosmer, the A Iy o o el bition for o Mgkl e
rhd at Philp's Fine Art Gallery, 333 1vnneylvania avenue, (Wall,
Stapliens, &k Co's now bulltiog,) !
Addmlssfon 45 conls,  Jonrs fvom 11, o, m,, 011 dusk.
Thee procecds of the exhilition for the benol of the
Mareh 17—

TABHINGTON ART ASSOCIATION —The Bee-
ond Aunmal Exbibition of e Washingbon Art Association in

now open wé the Gullery, on B sieec, beswoen Dith and M wireets,
Frum 10, a. ma., b0 18, . o
Admisaion 2 conts. Hoason tikets 81 To be had ol the principal

booksbores mud lutuls, anid ol e door.
Dee 20— g

T J. MIDDLETON, lee dealer, office amd de
& sowtbweet curger of ¥ oand Twel(th streets, Wanhington, D). U

Ap 11—dlyt i
EORGE €. THOMAS, COMMISEIONER OF
Dvicks for all the Stat, sod Notary Public, Beventh stroet,
May 161y

nrtist

No. 490,

puRcRs,
Wm. F. Duyly, Moliun Thadson Tayhor,
i U“M. sunurhm AW, Gk,
o TR el i
G, D Famsow, Socrotary., iy

FHE BOOK OF THE CONSTITUTION.—The de-
mand of e poople from all parts of the conutey for »
of thin , hrioging dewn the siabiethcs

now  edition [ to tho

tmo, f8 much tiat it cannol Jonger bo e, I i

sufficieatly known throughoot the eumntry o t lar

1—it was 1 oontaing

glorions to battle with it—it was **a foo worlhy of ouv
stoel.”" In its trinmphe, however mmoch we might diffor
from its polivy, the conntry rested socure upon its nation-
ality. The great issnes botween them wure decided by
the people in faver of the demoeratic party, and the con-
tentions censod.  Tho gront loaders of the whig party,
Clay and Webster, having lwed the peried allotted to

wan, aud devotod their whole Hives from thelr manhiond
to their graves to" the gervice of thete conntry, full of
honars, passed awny to the silont tomb, amid grioved
heurts, Learing to bhoir elarmal homs theaffoction and von-
einbion of thair fallow-conntrymen. The whig party censed
to extt, mnedl the opposition party were without s lending
principle,  Ihe slavery agitation, which had for o long
time been soen Imt dimly in the distance, now culiminabed
in the vopybliean party, and o bitter, sectional, and fanat-
In this struggle the national deme-
eradic party—liging ilsell up to it gisnl proportions, -
enforcod Ty a part of the notional portion of the whig
prrty —peveral of whom, Tam prowd o sy, are now
pem s foor co-oporating with us - met the onomy and
trimnphed.  Thongh defented, they were not conguered ;
aml the wae bs being waged,  No intelligent person can

b o Bl an not Lo see, in the mecem of a narthern sge-

e

of hing ,MMMIM Itretoforo v

it their gemerons ad valuabio p e ey
Hookellers and ttbers who day dosiee W obitaln W for e suppdy

of those who may dosice 10 posseds the now  odn --ll:l_plmnmmlj

Arem WILLIAM HICKEY, b,

Mar Aadif

R e 1
PHOTOGRAPH-OIL PAINTINGS,
JPROFESSOR I, B, CUVRCHILL, Avtint, rospect-

Tilly eetarns Wk o i friends pateon, fur otiron;
e, B snlacite 8 eontinmanos nﬂhu s rage

st st MoCartey s tadory, No 448 Paaneyivanis Aventis, thres

tional party aroayed against the constitutional rights of

dgied emet of 44 vioet.
Lee -l

o~




