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SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1860

SLAVERY IN AMEBICAN POLLIICS

Though opposod fo the eternal discassion of |
slavery, we shall make no apology for publishing the |
remarkable lotter on the subject which piea o |
portion of anr paper this merning. It is the pro-
duetion of & mun who has evidently boxed the eom- !
pass of northern fannticisms and follies, and has re-
turnod, & weary and repentant prodigal, to the ]-n--!
tornal roof of the constitution of his country, tw the
conservative measures of the fonnders of our politi-
cul aystom.  We have not read, for many months, o
piece of composition &0 pithy, o sententious, so
wble, no sound, catholic, or conservative in ils sonti-
mounts und conclusions as this letter of Mr, Lovejoy.
The production in the more remarkable, as the ex
pression of the sentiments, not alons of the individ-
nal author of if, but of an immense class of honest
men st the North who are sick to disgust of the
abominablo fallacies of anti-slavery funaticiem. [t
is e production of a “representative” mind, and
tho conclugions which it enforces are those, we
doubt not, of an immense majority of honest, candid
wen in the northern States.  But, although publish-
ing this strong docament on this subject, we must
not fail to reiterate our reprobation of the babit the
whaole circle of onr American politicians have fallen
into of mak[ng glavery the chicl topic of puarlisan
debate and gladiation,

It is quite a8 necessary to understand who is spe-
cially interested in the extension of slavery as to
know who it is that would overthrow that institution
of society in the Btates where it exista, There is a
sad misapprehension all over the conntry about the
character of slavery—how it lives—by whom it is
muintained, and for what ends. 1t has been so long
denounced in the free States that the South has come
o regard it ag the chiof object of rational existence,
not only to support it, but make it the vory cor-
ner-gtone and foundation of civil government. 1t
has hoen thrust into the foreground of every repre-
sentation of the southern Biates. When the subjeet
of federal revenues is diseussed, slavery is suro lo
crowd itself into the very heart of the discussion.
If the futerests of this govermment in Central Ameori-
cn comes under examination, slavery is cerlain to
creep into the inguiry, and the subject must take on
the lights and shades of that omnicient institution.
11 the guestion of maintaining the army and navy is
under advisemont, slavery is brought up again, sud
the elaims of both are mensured by the bearing they
happen to bave upon that overlusting inlerest.
tain it is that American politics have some how gol
sadly mixed up with slavery. Tt is in every
man's month-—on every tongue; and promises to
become, in an early future, quite oqual to the em-
ployment of all the spare intellect of Americun repre-
sentatives in the national legislature. It is very
proper, therefore, that the public should understand
distinetly what is this wonderful institution of
alavery.

We do not anderrate its importance in connection
with the industry of the States where it exists ; but
weare oonvineed its nature and character are not very
well appreciated there. It is not, and never ought
to have been, the subject of polilical controversy at
all. s very importance is enough to prove this.
We doubt exeeedingly whether the actual owners
of alaves have been foremost, or are now foremost, in
investing their property iuto national polities, There
is mot another kind of property in the Union thal
could bear ‘such an ordeal. When slave ton-
wres are subjected to the eaprice of politicians and
the value of that species of properly is made to obb
and flow with the success or defeat of this or that
party at eloctions, that will be the time when slave-
holders will have discovered that partisan contro-
versy is a poor reliance for the protection of slavery.
It is benenth the dignity of a severeign State of this
Union to send representatives to Congress to discuss
the character of its domestic institutions, The na-
tional legislature should be the scene of appropriate
investigation into subjects over which that body has
at loast a color of jurisdiction. And the question of
the extension of slavery in this or (hat direction is
one which is equally foreign to the two representa-
tive bodies. Speeches can no more extend slavery
thun propagate slaves. Nobody goes to this or that
place with slaves on the advice of members of Con
gross, Nobody in this wise, practical age of ours,
ia foolish enough to invest his property in a Utopian
scheme for colonizing territory with slaves to effect
great political ends.  Those who talk such nonsensc
are worthless agitators without means or responsi-
bility. They got enlisted as partisans, they falk as
partisuns, they make partisans, and they are purely
partisan representatives. Procisely so it is with the
ubolitionists right at the other end of the Union.
They see in a congressional speech a formidable and
pregoant scheme for extonding slavery.  They are
alive to the sulject and to the necessity of resist.
ance. Itis God's service Lo meet and overwhelm
the “‘slave oligarchy.” The country is full of these
miserable political trickers ; these frothy, wordy
philanthropists on the one side, and these chival-
rous slave propagandista on the other. The two
clusses ave really utterly worthless. There isno
value in them. They do nothing but excite animos-
ities where there should be cordial friondships.
They are mere billstickers, advertising affaivs in
which they bave no possible inferest. They falk
loudly of freedom and independence, when, in trath,
they are the slaves of passion and prejudice.  They
dicuss learnedly the question of rights, when they
kuow nothing of such matters in practical life. They
devote themselves to the liguidation of sbstract ac- |
counts, They are hypothetical politicians, with intel- |
loct just emough to diseern a prineiple, but not |
penso onongh to apply it. It is the right of any |

man to walk across tho ocean ; and if hemnovcr-I
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tiou of elvil officers, only when it las been taken |

from him by feaud, This pringiple, applied to slavos

cutived nway from their owners, would soufer upon

| the latter the right to retaks them and earry them

baok to their homes. Justice and fuir dealing wounld

! fully sanction this practioe ; for no right of an indi-

vidual ought to be impaired by the frandulent und
ilegal eonduct of another.  The right is unguestion-
able to take alaves to the common Tervitories. The
question whether any given Territory can be sue-
cossfully colonized by slaves and their owners is
quite another wifsir. 1t is not at all a legal problem.
It is a guestion of profit and loss. It is a guestion
of dollars anid cents ; and there is no nocessity or
Jjustifieation for quarrelling about it. It has not one
shinde of politics in it. Congress hos within twenty
years imposed a tax upon the conutry, in wrangling
on this subject, of more than twenty willions of dol-
lars. It hiag largely oceupied the press. It has on-
grossed the pulpit. It has sundored long-sstablished
religions organizations. It has arpayed one great
soction of the Union agoinst tho other in deadly
strife. It has ocoupied the time of Congress to the
negleat of the public interests and the dishonor of
the governmoent. Al this has been the resull of a
differonce upon a purely abstract question. There
is nol in it a single clement of practical life, The
worst feature of the whole case is to be found iu the
fact that the country has gained wo wisdom by
Men charged with high publie trusts
rige il procluim, on the one hand, a purpose to ex-
tend slavery ; and, on tho other, an equally deluded
class talk ws valiantly of Aleir purpose to preveut
snch extonsion, snd often to atrike it down where it
Neither of theso clusses have the least in-
The constitution
has fixed the general principles of intercourse be-
tween the Btates ; the latter, under it, having re-
sorved the right of sovereign control over their own
domoestic affairs, including slavery, of course. With-
in tho Btates, if ab all, slavery exista, They are able
They are responsible for it. They
kenow its uses and ow to manage it ICQt is wrong,
it is theivs ; il it is o benefit to the negroes, they are
entitlod to the eredit of its existence. Tt has no

experienve.

existy,

terest or control over the subject.

to tuko vare of it.

buginess in national politics.

POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE.

Hon, Charles J. Fanlkner was renomioated a5 n con
didate for congress feom the Winchestor distriot of Vir-
ginia on Wednesduy lust.

The demoorats of Clinton county, Kentucky, have
passed & vegolution recommending the convention in that
district to nomivate J. 8. Cheisman, of Wayne county,
a8 their candidate for Congresa.

The convention to nominate o condidate for Congros
in the seventh congressional district of Kentucky will be
Leld on the 268 ingtant,

In view of the fact that there are soveral democractio
sgpivants for the nomisations for Congress in the sixth
congressional district of Kentucky, the central commit-
too have called a convention for the thind Monday in
April next.

e democrats of Harett county have adopted resolu-
tions approving of the course of Hon, Warren Winslow,
and vecommending him as their st choico In the con.
vention

The Warrenten (North Caroling) News, speaking of
Virginia politics, says:

All pur Viegindan “‘opposition’” exchanges are terribly
afflicted with the Bois, Tt is really distressing to soe

| Bother, plorily requi

THE w REVENUES.

| L —
A the Fiditors of the Bhtion ;
Vour correspondesit M, P, aud L sgree that, no monny
can bo drawa from the trowsury without appropriastion by
law, and | agroe that if the statules, when all taken to-
the pontages to be paid into

the troasury bofore being npplied to meet the expenses of
tho service, that they must go thore andiminished fur

| any canse whatever, I contend that when all the luws

are consbrasd together they do ool reguive the sctoal
puyment of the postage recelpts into the treasury. Mr.
P, does not deny my nssamption that the act of 1825 is
bn full force, and that it provides : ** Ho (the Postmaster
Genorl] shall pay all exponses which shall aelse in con-
ductivg the Pout Office, and in the conveyance of the
mail, and all other Y exp ising on collec-
tion of the rovenas aond management of the General Post
Office. @ © @ Hoshall once in threo ths render

4y

we ary ‘now advieed Uiat o compliance with thele tisre

foru, which ure fictions in fuct, must control and erip- |

ple o groat beanch of the public sorviee. If this is so,
| then, from 1836 to this day, there has boen o continued
| violation of law in simply conforming to Hs subst
ol carrying out Je spleit and Inteotiou .

Thus the law stood when Judge Woodbury sabd that
| tho ot of 1856 did *‘mot refer to each individual collec
| Uon or payment, but the sggregete quarterly and year- |
llections rud expondit Phia Is in onder to make |
tham appear on the exhibit of the annual recipts and ex- |
penditures of the country, and also in the annual appro-
printions, which was vot the case formerly. This is of-
focted by large ‘covering warranks,” quarterly or other-
wise, wind not by a deposite and warmant in each individ-
usl cane over the Unlon.”'  This shows that, in his oplu-
ion, the law of 1886 did not require the money to be paid
i mad drmwn out of the treasury, but that all thet was

to the Beorelary of the Treasury a quarterly accouunt of
e recelpts and expom.tares of skl dopartment.’” 1If
in foree, tho Postmester General can now act under this
provision,

It is not questioned that under this sot the balances in
the hands of postmasters were drawn through dralfts,
wontly fo favor of mnil contrictors ; nor i it denied that
the business, exoept st o Hodted oumber of offices, is
now actaally transacted In the same manner,

1t s not eontroverted that, under this system, there
were quarterly accountings at the trewsury, though it
wad merely formal, and that wot a dollar of postage
money ever went into or was denwn from the Troasury
Depurtraent o pay for mail service,

It Is not pretended that there is any law cxprensly
prohibiting the use of postage receipts to dischage the
expenses of Uhe mall service,

But it is claimed that under these wouds, found in the
flest soction of the act of 1886, '‘that the revenues aris-
ing in the Post Office Department, and all debis due to
the sswe, shall, when collected, be pald, under the di-
rection of the Postmaster Gemeral, into the trewsury of
the United States,” requires all the Post Office revennes to
bo pald into the treasury.  If this provision stood alone,
and there lind been no practical construction under it, the
argument would be plausible, though not conclusive.
Hut there are several other provisions of luw, and twenty-
two years of practical construction to be conshdered with
it. The following clause, found In the fourth section,
ghows that it was coutomplated that postage money
would bo used without going into the treasury and be-
fng drawn out by appropriation : “That all chasges
against the dopartment by postmasters, on account of
such exp . (compensation of postmasters, the ex.
penses of thelr offices, &c.,) shall ba submitted for exam-
ination and seltloment to the Auvditor berein provided
for : and wo ook deductions shall be valid unless the
expenditure so deducted be found to be made in confor-
mity to law.”  Under the theory contended for, the
postmasters could neither be allowed thelr commissions
nor their expenses unless there was an appropriation for
their payment, becauss approprintions are vequired for
the compensation of postissters, and for their office ex-
penses, just as emphatically s for mail transportation,
1f alf the revohues must go into the trensury, and must
romain there until approprinted, then pogtmnsters’ com-

fesions (which congtitute o portion of this all) must go
there also.

The Hth section provides for the appolutwent of an
Auditor, whose duty it is to audit and settlo all aecounls
arising in the department. The following provision
shiows how the Treasury Department is informed of the
receipty and expenditures of the Post Offico Establish-
ment, without the money ever actually, or fairly, con-
slructively going Into the tronsury : “Heo shall closo the
nceounts of the department quarterly, and transmit fo the
Seerelary of the Treusury quarlerly statements of ils veecipts and
expeniditures.'’

Theso ¢ quarterly statements’’ lay the foundation for
i goyering warrants,”' which constitute the only paying
intoand drawing out of the treasury. The 9th section

how they are almost eaten up with that fatal diseaso.
Wo are no veterinary surgeon, but we think, in o case of
necessity, we wonld preseribe o good Democrat eathartic.
1t works wonders, nud when followed by o Letcher ver-
mifuge, would cleanse out all the Botis that ever afilicted
men or cattle in Virginia.

The Flmira ('N_ Y.) Gamette, referring to the announce-
moent in 1838 that the treasury of thal Biate was over-
fHowing, says :

++ Huch was the langunge of the celobrated Ruggles re-
port in 1888, when the demoorstic administeation of
Murey was succeeded by the whig adininistration of Wm.
H. Seward. In the interval of twenty years which hiave
elapsed, the government hae been, a lurge share of the
time, in the hands of the opposition ; with what result
let fucts answer,

“ Ingtead of an overflowing treasury, we now have n
debt of $36,000,000 which is constantly increasing, not-
withstanding tho burdensome taxntion imposed npon the
peoply from year to year."'

The Hartford (Conn.) Daily Times thus speaks of the
travag of the republican party in that State :

“ The Press is foundering about to get away from the
State debt—the balf million squandered by its party—the
disappesrance of the gurplus Teft by the demociats ; and
it has the impudence to chirg af the past four
yoars upon the democrats ! Thiv mme Press has sus-
tnined every ‘opposition’ administration in this State
sinee its existence.  This opposition party has had two-
thirds of the legislature and Stato officors vegularly, They
live carried their messuros in eaueunses, . and then pushed
thent througl the legislature.  The New Haven Journal,
rather more honest than the Press, nclnowledges this,"

The Tenth TLeglon, published at Woodstock, Va.,
gpeaking of the repominastion of Hon. Charles J. Faulk
ner for Congress, snys :

“ Whilst we harbor no unkind feeling toward any of
the gentlemen named, we must be permitted to say that,
in our jodgment, the convention acted wisely in renomi-
uating Mr. Faolkoer for Congress. e has served his
digtrict—we should rather say the country—with distin-
guished ability in the national legislature, and his coure
upon all important questions has been that of an enlight-
wied and Judicions stal Ha s, besides, the man
Lo canvnss the district against Mr. Boleler, or any other
gentleman who may be nominated by the opposition.”

The Harrisburg Patriot and Union thus speaks of the

ex

i of the @ tiv convention which recently
met in that city ;
“The lidat: inated by the d tic conven-

tion are men of the most unexceptionable charnctor and
standing.  Richardson L. Wright, who was nominated
for auditor general,, u;on tho firt ballet, is woll known
to the democraecy of Penmsylvania.  He has representod
the city of Philadolphia in the Howso of Ropresentatives,
during soveral sossions, and s u. w a member of the Sen-
ate,  As a legislator he hns d a high reputation by
stelot attontion to business, vigilance in the disoharge of
his duties, and unbending integrity. He belongs to the
radical democratic schoul, and has upon all oceasions
radsed Lis volco against grantng exceasive corporat

! g other things, the Postinaster Ganeral ** to
superintend the disposition of the procesds of post ofiees and other
moneys of the dipartment | to preseribe the  mper in which
postmasters shall pay aver their balances, to grant warrants
for money tobe paid into the treasury and ontof the
eyme in pursusnce of appropriations by law to persons
to whom the same shall be certified to be due by the
anditor.”  Under thiz suthority, the Postmaster Gen-
orul, long since, made the following regulations, which
have the force and effect of law, and are found in
the Post Office Regnlntions:

“8go 936, No moneys are to be paid directly into the
dopartment, neither are any to be paid ont directly by it.
The proceeds of postage, or moneys received for postage
plamps, or stamped envelepes sold, will, therefore, never
bo remitted by postmasters to the depsrbment, nor be
paid to any of its offivers or agents without due nuthority
from the Postmaster General,

¢ Hpo. 287, For the purpose of paying over the funds
of the department, all the post offices, except special of-
fices, nre clagsed either ns deposite offices, draft offices, or
colleetion offices, Offices are transferved, from Lime to tine,
from ong to nuother of thess elnsses, to suit the conve-
nieneo of the service, and  when such changes are neces.
sary, thoy are notified to the postmasters, respectively, by
a cirenlar letter.

o Bgo, 288, Deposite offices nre such s are ordered to
place, quarterly or oftener, their funds in deposit in some
depository,

Hro, 239, Draft offices are such as are ordered o ro-
tain their funds In hand to meet drafts drawn by the
Postoastor General and conntersigned by the Auditor of
the Post Office Department.

U 8po, 240, Colleokion ofices are such as are required
to pay over their net proceeds quarterly to the mail con-
tractor numed o their special instractions upon the pro.
duetion by him, from time to time, of the proper orders
and receipts gent to him by the nt. In these
quarterly puyments must be included all moneys reccived
for postage stamps and stamped envelopes sold. "

Unider these rogulations, which make no reference lo
paying into the treasury, the revenues from postages are
volleoted and expended in defraying the expenses of the
gervice.  Bxcept b the six places desigoated by the sub-
tromsury law, it is not probable that one out of the over
27,000 postmnsters ever paid o dollar into the trensury.
Nor has the Postmaster General, or any one else, done it
for them. Mr. . does not allege that amy mwoney has
ever actually boen paid juto the treasury. The mere
congtructive payment is shown to bo limited to the ren-
dition of uarterly statements, a thing that was done, in
effect, if not in form, under the not of 1825.

If the opposite theory fi t, then the Post Office
Department has been substantially violating the law of
1840 for more than twonty-two years, because it Jns not
in substanco, nor really in form, complied with tho first
goction of that net. Tt has, o fict, conformed to the
law of 1825, and the subsequent and contvolling pro-
vislons of the net of 1836, which modify and fix the

Alpal meaning of the first section. I the first section

Y-
iloges, without belug awed by the sneers and !hml::d
these who pursne o contrary policy.  Ho would make an
oxcellent nuditor general, and prove a worthy suocessor of
Jacol Fry, Jr.

“Jolin Rowe §s our condidate for sarveyor general.
He now fills that office, and so mach to the satisfuction
of the democrgy, that they have dotermined to continne
him for another torm.  He was nominated by acclama-
tion, and will stand In this contest with the democratic

come physicnl laws or induce their P
he may undertake the work. Nothing could be
absurd, ot all events, than to question
' right thus to navigate the waters of the sea
The tenth is, there is no wuch thing as an ab-
steaot right, and there never can be in civil socie-
ty, whiich, in ite vory nature, presupposcs a surren-
dor of all abstract rights, and the substitution ef rel-
altive principles adapted to the ends of government.
A wann, for instance, has the abatract right, as it is
callod, 1o soige his property wherever ha finds it ; |
but the peate of the community requires thal he

whall resort to itn legal tribunals for remodies ; ..,a|
lignoe the law decides that ho may exercise his indi. |

sarty, upon the democtatic platlorm, maiotaining the
i organisation.’

The demoerncy of Rhode Taland held thelr sonvention
in Providenco on Thursday. Mr. Elisha R Votler, of
Bouth Kingstown, ono of the most prominent men of
the State, was Inated for go or, and Mr. Fennor
Brown, of Cumberland, for leatonant governor.  Mr. O1-
ney Amold, of North Providence, was nominated for the
castern, and Me, Alfred Anthony, of Johnston, for the
western congressfornl districts.

PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS.

The Fhiladelphis Balletin states that Judge Douglas
arrived in that city oo the 17th, and bad talcen rooms at
tho Girnnd House,

Second Tieut. John Benuett, of the fourith artillery,
U. 8 A., died on the 4th ult. at Fort Brown, Texas, of

vidual power over hin estate, without the interven- | consumption.

is to provail over the subsequent provisions now quoted,
fand which T formerly admitted by mistake,) then every
postmaster must collect and gend  his entire roceipls to
the treasury, and apparently ot his own expense, and
there let the same veroain unbil appropristed, and then
obtain warrants and dmw out the amonnt to shich he may
bo entitled, Swch diffioulties and delays would be ruinous
to the serviee. The 10th section of the act of 1836
shoms that nothing of the kind wes contomplated, and
that the object was to ostablish o suitable system of
book-keoping. That section reads :

“ That the suditor of the Post Office Department shall
atate and certify guarterly to the Postmaster Genernl no-
counts of moneys paid, pursnant to approprintions fn each

ear, by Ehnuhn.wtdﬂw procotds of their offices
:unrd: of the department, under ench of
the hiends of ~in the 1 secti

luted was o formal ¥ o be perf ()
somao gubssquont poriod for the purposs of systematio
book-keeping.

Prior to 1849 the revonues from customs, publie lands,
and other souroces, were managed muoh like those derived
rived from themall seevice. The expenses of colloctions wero
pald out of the receipts befors they went iuto the trens-
ury. The expenses of those collection distriots where the
reveniies were not equal to thelr expenses wers paid by
drafts, authorised by the departwent, upon those offices
Jhaving o swrplus.  The expensss of colleotion wers under
the sole control of the Seoretary, exoept there were limi-
tations upon the number of somp classes of officers, Even

i ters were built at his will. A prac.
sprang up of officers holding on to large amounts
ted, under pret of eladms for commissions, &o.
To prevent this abuse, the act of March 3, 1849, wos
poussed, the first section of which says :

Y That from mnd afler the mw‘:;fn.luu, 18~tdl,f the

amount of all duties yoveived ¢ ousloms, [rom
Do i of lands, sud from all miscellansons
sources, for the we of the United States slinll be paid by
the officer or ageut receiving the same nto the trasury
of the Unitod States, ab ng carly o day as practicable,
without any abal toor dedaction on t of wal-
ary, fees, costs, charges, expenses, or cluim of any do-
seription. whatever @ Provi That nothing herein contained
whatll be construed lo ller the existing buws rogulating the eol-
lection of the rovenves of the Post Qffice Department.'"

This is tho first law requiring these revenues to be paid
into the tressury. Bince that time Congress has oxer-
vived ite contrul over the expenses by making appropria-
tions for their payment. Why was the Poat Office De-
partment excopted from this act 7 Simply because it ol
o peculiar system of its own, and it was substantinlly jn-
possible for that department to comply with the provis-
jon which was for tho first time applied to the collectors
of the gustoras and recelvers at the laod offices.  Here
Congress put o legislative construction upon the act so
far as to indicate that they thought it wus not then re-
quired and onght not to be compelled to pay s ro
into the treasury before they could be applied in dis-
charge of dobts due for mail serviee.

The upposite construction would bring the whole mail
service to a stand-still when the present approprictions
aro exhiansted,  The rent of post offices, when allowed
Lo bo paid out of the postage veceipts, the fuel Lo keep
them warm, the clerks to transact the business, where
allowed, conld not be paid, nor could wiapping paper
and twine be procured o wrap up letters to go by mail,
Neither could bags, locks, or keys be purchased, nor
blanks or advertising be paid for, becanse all these ox-
penses stand upou the same footing as the expense of
wail carrying. 17 uny of the postage money must go
into the treasury all must go there, becanse the provision
veferred to, in words and effect, includes all alike, But
fur the peealingity of the provisions of the act of 1851,
aven gtamps could not be supplied, without which no let-
ter can now be sent by mail, 10t is conceded that a post-
master can retain his commissions and pay the expenses
of his office, then the whole t is yielded, |
they all stand upon the same ground, If one ch of
the servico for which appropriations have heretofore been
e can be padd, then every other branch may also be paid,
beennso if theve is o real prohibition in the nct of 1836 it
axtends to vach and every bmnch. 1 hayve endewvored to
ahow that the subsequent provisions of that act clearly
contemplated that all the woney collecled could be used
and applied without going into the tressury ot wll, and
Lhast the act only contemplated a subsequent formality for
A particular purpose.  This view has been sanctioned by
a practical construction for twenty-two years, and lws
led to no hasard or abuses, and js in reality in confor-
mily with the provisions of the act of 1825, which is
still in foree, and under which the department has been
noting since the day of its enactment.

The construction for which I contend is a plain, -
tional one, and does not yield to, or sacrifice the sub-
stance of things, to conform to & legal fietion, which the
whole act, taken together, doos not impose npon the de-
partment. I eannot yield to a construction which re-
quires whot was designed ns a self-sustaining department,
should it e erippled und destroyed, and its whole use-
fulness lost Lo the publie, in order to conform to the sup-
posed mandates of u legul fickion, appearing in the fligt
part of the act, when it8 subsequent  provisions clemly
fhow that book-Keeping and more ** covering warrants'*
were all that was futended, and when such hay been ity
practical interpretation for near o quarter of n century,
anid when any other construction would render the Post
(hlfiee establisl 1 tially an impracticable ma-
chine ! If the law requives all monoys fo go into the
trensury, nnd B to be complield with, over twenty-seven
tl 1 postmnsters must t it the whole procecds
of their offices four times & your to the treasury, and then
draw out agnin so much as shall be allowed to them by
the Auditor on settloment. This would make over
108,000 payments into the treasury, and ns many out,
every year. The law  thus construed could handly be
execubed.

The suthority of the late Attorney General Butler in
invoked ngaingt my construction, (30, Atty, Gen., 13.)
This opinion was given to Mr. Kendall in Stockton and
Stokes” enge ; md, althongh acted upon by the Iatter,
the material point in it has been overruled by the Su-
Preme Court. It has nothing to do with the pres
ent fsmue, It cleadly s no suthority for construing
the ack of 1836, because It is dated and was actually
glven fn 1835 !

Thero is another view which may be taken of this
Tnw.

Itis conceded that the money does not, in faet, go
into the treasnry, but all that is done is to issue o war-
rant o cover it into the treasury after it is sctually nsed
and applisd, It 18 used before it goes into the treasury,
and isnot in fact deawn oub to be used, but is first applied,
and then the ceremony of n covering wirrant to draw out
[s vesorted to, to get it ont.  Now if the act of 1836 re-
quires all the moneys oollected to be covered into the
treastry, then all that s to be done to comply with the
a0t is to ssue o coverdog warrant to carry the mouey in.
This i% o paper coremony whioh is ensily gone through
with, and will be a technical complisnce with the luw.
Prug, there being no appropeiation, it cannot he legally
drawn out, but if there was one, nothing could ba drawn |
out, and for the good reason that the warrant wis a fic-
tion, and there was pothing to Do drwn out.  But it
would b o complianeo in words with the law,  Without
n warrant to diaw it out, the treasurer's accounts would
show an amount of money pn hand which ho never - |
ocived. Tut that would be no vielation of law. He
could not be made liabie for what he never roceived. Tt
wonld gimply bo leaving on record an nncancelled fiotion
to illustrato the alsnrdity of tesorting to fickions, whare |

tive

i expenses
of this act ; upon whick the Postmaster General ghall
issue warrants to the nft}l‘[]’n {

ited ar
i the ouse of the receipt :ylnl! sivie moneys info and
-tqfo;: o i oredir the same may be covried to the
eredit and debit of the appropriation for the wervice of the Post

(Wffice Departanant on the books of the auditor of suid departsaent.”” |

This shows the form which Is gone throngh, and
ity whele olject is a clear and fntelligible systam of book-
teeping, and that the divection to pny all the rovenues
into the trensury was not Intended to be n reality,  Still,

real practioal facts would answer . bettor purposs.  No
Postonster Genoral will ever be impeached or even eon-
sured by good nod trus men for earrying on his depart-
ment in un honest and far way, if he omitted to isae o
fietion, n more covering warrant to create ono side of an
aogount, or for ssuing one, when Lie hid no authority to
issne another to creato o ket off, by another fotitions pro-
cending for the mero purpose of balanciog on the books

the first fistion.

Mamon l', 1869 B H @
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DECAY OF IN NEW ENGLAND.
[Feg N‘ .'!‘ll W ._ s |
Bosrow, Maroh 10, 1559,

ultimo, doliverwl jn the House of Hepiesentatives.

other effect that It can produce but to irvitate the South,
and allenate vue gection of the Union still mare from the
other, Have we oot st the North sthuulated our own
sell-righteousnoss, in contmst with the sins of the South,
quite up to, or beyoud the healthy point ¥ Wonld it not

e well for s, for & thoe, W look mor ab our own fadl- |

ingw and at the virlues of our Brokhiren at the South

on apeak of the change of tone wwl seotiment that
lins takion place during the last twenty-five yoas on the
subijoct of slavery, 1 plead guilty to the truth of
this charge. It wan one of the drowmns of my early
life, that the condition of maskind might be great.
ly improved by sudden polithal changes. The oy
of the Elave came t my youthful car, wafted by
the breath of eye.wituessos, from  Virginia
and New Jorsay. Almost overy wan ot the South,
at that thme, sdmitted that slavery was an evil, moral,
MMM ; the borrom of the middle passage,

Dberbaring erughtios of Jamnion, oatoe to us across the
oooan : Wilberforee and  Clarkson had scquired s warkd.
wido fame by thelr singnlar dovotion to the abalition of
the sliwve tiude ; the assault was soon mado upon slavery
Itslf in the British West Indies, and the first of August,
1888, was entered iv the calender s one of the holy
days of the year,

Campbell paloted the wild chieflain on his native
plaing, 50 nolde, po free, wo happy—caught, chained,
duomed, suflering, till the hurricanes in the West Indies
were commissioned to avenge his wrongs.  The plaintive
Comwpuer wub bis pesslon in the bing lines, “1
would not bave s slave for all the that ginews bought
and sold lmve ever enrned ;' and tones of suffering,
of compassion, of pity, were echoed by every harp, and re-
echoed by orator and prescher, till the whole atmosphers
of New England was voeal with the ories of the slave. 1
have dono my full share of it ; bal grenber men have
boen wistakon, and have o viper years been compellod
to revise and revole the opinfons of  earller days,
Burke once wus onraplured with the voloe of Liberty, ns
she cried from noross the chunnel § but o the full ur.rnugl.h
of his manhood, be was compelled to denounce the orimes
committed in bher name,  Sir Jumes Melutosh wrote Lis
O Vindicial Gallicw ;" but was compelled, by o longer
exporiencs nud s wider observation, to cancel the opin-
Tons of early life by those of maturer years. 1 am com-
pelled o cancel many things that I have sald oo the
wubject of slayery, and substitute for them the opinions
of rper age, 1 might have once sabd what, or nearly
what, you have said in your late speech in Congress ;
thongh 1 think 1 sbould have lefl out those portions
which serve no ofher end than simply to brdtate, with-
out convincing.  Bul my convictions at the present time
wre, not ouly that the slavebolders have a complete vin-
dication of their prosent position, but they are entitled
to be looked upon a8 benefuctors 1o the country and Lo
Whe huanoan race.

The omly ground on which 1 can cladm their patience
wil forbenrance  toward us mediling with thelr affairs,
and for abusing  them as much as wo have, and as somo
still continne to du, s Chis: They gave us the fulse
promises o which we reasoned correotly 1o false conclu-
sions,  They guve away their case by concession ; for if
slavery be s sing o wrong, or an evil, no fuir mind can
vesist the conclusion that efforts ought to be made ag
soon as possible to do ik away,  This philosophy, that
slavory is wrong, sprung up in Vieginia, and was ndopted
and encournged in nearly all the slave States ; and the
soed was t y in lon with the t and grand
prineiples of human government, seattered wide over the
free States.  They have had their growth, and now it is
not o little difficult to pull them up ; but they shall take
the wheat with them also,

vond your speech of ihe 2lst | physioal abstraction, that man
1t | man, it bas beon conteadioted

b poinis of considorsble susartocss, snd will be praised  world (o the presont time.
| by your partlsas as o very clever effort ; bat Isee no

charter.
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of view. We pare bhiewn oty
highly civilized, and their “ S - IHML]

one ; but what were i an
nations ook them by the haud theny weross b
ocony ! American slavery has “and_oultivatif
more more » more Chils
tan emotion in two hundead Uen
lavery Bs a vodemptio, a dliversnes ; m
hoathenism. ¢ The dark places of the earth wre full o

the habitations of cruelty ;' wnd no of
more dark or more filled with Mﬂ:: u‘;ui::,
Trending beneath their feet one of the most fertile sl
tﬂhadv. cultlvate almest nothing-—live on (ruits 8w mu.:
it i

fow cuttle, and little commerce,

place luzy buyoud alle?d-
They will not work.  Now, God lus i
labor w0 surely, and 80 universally, that
will not civilization will yoke thew up and drive
thom o it. This I fixed, sure as lighh il goavity,
Why nott. Why s ong quitter of the \ Oty
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t A is not only a groat w @ of loy
lmt-outufﬂlkmm{lﬂmofiﬁu. m\f?:k
Is salvation. Work regenerates tho eseth and wan
Work is progress, and without it nothing, The 1,
deed of the vcarth o wnn had this provise : that b
should subdue it and multiply upon it~ Now, i o ouly
multiplies and does not s mi:n hus only & spuaties
socereigniy—mno certifiod Utle 11 e builds his house o
Lills his farm,  Houce the Indisn must be dviven out;
he wjll uot work on nnyﬂm neither self-moved
nor driven by the hand of another, , therefore, tl
last tomnlnwlk of the red mon will ”::d. ] >
in Lhe hulls of the conguerer.  Now, the Afdoan work:
paticntly and well when driven Lo it; e will work o
no other condition,  His elimate is n
from white invasion, therefore he must be &mm«l

civilized, thereby

The South are impregoabile.  The titation p
thew, the Bible protects them, and the experience
mankind protects them.  Our futhors made o covenant
with their fathers.  ‘They came iuto the Union with their
African slaves on terms of equidity with us, and with all
the rights aod privileges that we can clsim nuder the
e ingbrument,  They would make no covenant ex
cept upon terma of equality,  We necepted those  terms ;
wa conlil got no better to-day 5 and yob wo shoulid be
glad to make it, if it were not. made, or Lo venew it, if
broken, and on the same conditions we now have,  The
South claim the right to go into new  teritory, and try
the new land with their slaves, till the territory boeomes
a sovercign State, and then bow to ite will, as before all
other sovervigns,  This s o just and equilabile claim,
founded on o fuir ioterpretation of the constitution,
Slavery should be permitted to flow by natural laws to
reglons for which it is best ndapled. 1t will go nowhere
else,  You conld not force Jt into New Hampsbire, nor
leeep it there if introduced.  The experiment has been
tried and failed.  Slavery was given up in the northern
Htates not by the force of moral, bul natural laws,

Tt is true the discussions of the last twenty-five years
liave priduced o great deal of sentiment on the sulject of
slavery in the northbern Btates ; but you know how ut-
terly burren of any good results it liss been to the Afid-
can.  Im words—and hecause their pumber is small, and
will continne to be small—we have in the extreme North
given them the rights of citizenship and equality ; Lut
in works we deny them. The most respectable oolored
men in Boston would nok be permitted to hire or tp own
and quictly enjoy a pew in the broad aisle of any fshion-
able eharch.  In the West, where your soil is more fur-
tile, nnd whero more freo colored men would be likely
to o, you wre more stringent ; and the black laws of
Ohio, Iinois, Town, and Oregon, and  the still more ex-
pulsive Topelen constitution of Kansas—for which, I be«
teve, you aud all your republican nssociates voted—
prochaim, s with trumpet-tongue, the innste aod in-
eradicable prejudice wgninst the Afvican, lurking, s it
wtill does, in the bosom of those whose tongues are elos
quent for his rights.

1 am not a little sarprised st the manner in which you
speak of Noah, The Bible calls him a *‘just man, and
perfoct in his genertion ;"' and yet because he, by Divine
inspiration and by Divioe command, foretold the slavery
of the children of Ham, you give him some very hard
thrusts, and lenve him on the pages of your speech with
n charneter by no menns so fadr ae it given him by the
snered Dbistorinn.  Wus Noah in the way of your theory,
thnt you strike at him so vigorously, as though you
would hew him down?  You say he mistook Cansan for
Ham. Supposs be did, the prediction and the curse rest
somewhore—on some nation.  The principle is the same
in the Divine administration. Who are the children of
Canaan ! Tdition and history unite in the belief that
they inhabit the continent of Afden. Their condition
fulfils, with remarkable fidelity, the prophiecy ol that
siright man and preacher of vight . Noakh,
A sorvant of servints” wis tho double curse, which has
restid on that continent and race for many centuries. 1t
is covered with n net-work of donble slavery—overy chief
having his retinue of slaves, while ho pays tributo to
some higher chiefor petty king.

You seem to Iny great stress npon the fact that the Ca-
naanites wore pot black, How do ;;Jtl. lnow T Dr.
Thim o who has written, pe , the most thorough
work %}rh nnd  Falesting that over heen pablishe
e, eays the soclent inhabitants of that country came
from Africa.  The gront painting of Samson grinding
the mill shows his Philistine drivers vory dark, if not
blagk. But you miss the polot of the Beripturml prece-
dent and example for gavery.  You prove, us you think,
that tho Canaanites wore nob !

g

must have been enslaved bocsuse they were men,
This does vory well to stir prejudion at the North ;
but is it the trath t - The ites wero pormitted to en-
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w?o?mﬁ“watm mal: manaes S0 of th
social vices of your Uréthren at the South, Perhap i
nthax deseryell the stone, it shonld comn h'nmm;

sunder the murriage covennnt with ns congidorntio
8 the most ruthless slavelioller. y s not w
this hour producing ss much social degradstion nor de-
troying as many Hves at the Bouth s at the Nowth ; Lt
this is not the point.  What wers the socinlly
when taken from Africa? The King of Duli T foue

sels to the const-of Africa to buy oil gatheved by women
and enrvied on thelr hends in jars from fifty to t,wn L

dred miles.  They are dvven along by o herd of luy
men, and stepping carefully every minute under the ex
press condition that if one pot of oil 1y , one head

of o woman and o wife must be cat off to atone for it
Now, s it any great sin to oatoh n set of these lany fel-
lows, that live on the earnings of their wives, lenrn them
to work, make lhlf'll!, work, teach them to love ono an
other and to love their ohildren, so that their highest
ambition shall no longer be to buy an extra number of

wives that t may have o fow Upickaninnlea’” (bl
dren) lowell T A wilid Alrican recently brou o Dos:
ton by a_merchant begged for an old gun he gaw.
When asked what he wanted of it he repliod, o buy a
wife and huve pickininnies to sell.'"  Ts it any b o
yoke up such men nod work  the lnsiness and the brutal

ity out of them !

a ican siaveholders, to work then
up o some degree of civilistion,

1t is charged thut the Jifi of the slave at the South i
sometimes ab the mercy of the master.  In Africa the

immedinte servands of every chief, st his dosth

nt onve Mhu_n-iul' I oo

wants of their old 8 it » buy

voted victims of henthonis undos
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other shores and nuder another name, adding to what:
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