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THURSDAY MORNING September 5, 186?.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION.
The Delegates to the late State Con-

vention will address the people of St. Ma-
ry’s county, in behalf of the New Consti-
tution, at the following places on the fol-
lowing days :

At Chaptico, on Thursday, the 12th in-

stant ; •

At Charlotte Hall, on Saturday, the
14th instant;
•At Clifton Factory, oa Monday, the

'l6th instant.

Distinguished speakers from abroad are
?xifected to participate in these discussions,

• On Saturday next, .the Hon. Baker A.

Jamison will address the people of St. In-
igoes’. at the “Pine,” in advocacy of the
New Constitution.

PUBLIC MEETING.
A reryiargo meeting of the citixens of

otfr county was convened in the Court

House in this village on Tuesday last, in

to a call made by the members of

thVdate Constitutional Convention. On
'motion,' Col. Chapman Billingsley was

called to the chair, and Major John H.

Milburji and J. Thompson Yates. Esq.,
were selected as vice-presidents. On fur-

ther motion. James 8. Downs was ap-
-1 s * W '

poihted aecret&ry.

Col. Billingsley, upon taking the chair,

stated the object of the meeting, in his
•usual forcible and effective manner, and
concluded his remarks by introducing to

the. audience Gen. Walter Mitchell, of

, Charles county.
• Gen. Mitchell said that twenty-seven
years ago he had appeared as a public
speaker before this people. He recognized

~in the large audience before him many ta-
.'jniliar faces, and it was a source of great
gratification to him to be able to grasp the
hands of many here to-day who had ridliod
around the old Democratic banoe.. ITfar
back as 184(L' He was more than grati-
fied to see that if time had left its frost-
marks upon the exterior of many he had
heretofore met hero, it had failed to chill
the deep current of their patriotism, or to

lessen tKeir attachment to the great prin-
ciples of democracy. The people here love
their country and are still proudly loyal to

Vheir revolutionary ancestors. In the
great war which has swept over us, the
country has drifted very far from the con-
stitutional land-marks as established by
bur forefathers. A radical party now

rules the country and ignores the consti-
tution which yur forefathers framed.—
That party is now engaged in acts of
Kpiteful oppression and petty tyranny
againt the people of one auction of our

"couiilry, aud against that very people who
fqugfit best and most in the dark and

.dqqbtfnl hours of our first revolution.
y I 'am hero to-day, my fellow-citizens,

in toil you that when the late Convention
assembled at Annapolis, it waste set aside
the work of that radical element w hich got
control of the councils of your State dur-
ing the late revolution in which this coun-
try was engaged. lam here to ask that
you will stand by me as in days gone by,
in defence of great constitutional rights
of the people, and that you w ill give your
united support in behalf of the constitution
adopted by the late convention. Willyon
do your duty in (his matter, or will yon

still adhere to and sustain the damnable
heresies of radicalism ? Will yon accept
a constitution, such as your friends have
framed for you. or remain under one
which wan foisted upon you by the Feder-
al bayonet? Will yon sustain your party
or give aid to the radicals ?

It is true, there may be some objection-
able features in this constitution, for no
work of man can be perfect. But is not the
constitution which we now offer yon supe-
rior to that under which you are now liv-
ing ? Lot us compare the two documents
and make up our verdict.

Gen. Mitchell here went into a minute
examination of the two constitutions and
gave very cogent and elaborate reasons
why the one now presented should bo
adopted. He argued that it was a fallacy

to hold (he late convention responsible for
tho abolition of slavery, for that work had
been virtually accomplished, several years
since, through the medium of President
Lincoln. Slavery was a thing of the past
and did not live in the issue before us. The
most vital question involved was that of a
free restoration to theirft'ull rights of all
those who had incurred the displeasure of
radicalism and were proscribed by the
constitution under which we now live
He believed all who sided with the South ¦
in the late struggle did so from a con- j
sgiontious conviction of duty, and believed |
they were doing battle tor the defence of

theft constitutional rights. Ho wished to

see all these men- many of whom return-
ed ht*re maimed in the conflict -enjoy all
the rights which the proudest among us

enjoy; and, to that end. he intended to la-
ker, in this contest and in all future con- j

until this great work shall be accom-

plished.
• Men talk of compensation for slave

property. It is right we should have it.
Hitt, if it be not, attainable, at present,
shall we barter away all other rights be-
cause this one shall he withhold ? Such a

theory as this would work a political sui-
cide; and I conjure you, fellow citixens, i
to' pay no attention to men who would ex- j
cite vour prejudices on this question. Ho- I
gard them, ifyou please, as your personal
friends, but rest assured they are your
political enemies. They may mean right,
rut they hug a vain delusion to their
bososis. The practical tendency of their
view* is . to induce you to give a virtual
support to radicalism, by leading you as- 1
tray upon thlc'grcal issue now before you.

Many obj&tro negro testimony. So

did 1 when it was first proposed in the

oODrentfon; I fought against its 'intro-
duction inj> Uk .constitution now before

you, auJ would have left it entirely to tu- |
Cure legislation. As it is, however, the

people control this matter in Mo. It is j
simply an experiment forced upon us by ,
Federal legislation, and it cannot survive ,
the neat sesalon of the Legislature, unftss j
ffc, T>*opl* Jst.m I*farther roef*Br*f¦"*

Gen. Mitchell mad** allusion, also, to

the new judiciary system, and argued very
ablv in support of it. He showed conclu-
sively. if hia statistics are correct, that it

will not be more expensive than the pre-
sent system.

He concluded with an eloquent appeal

to the people to stand by their old laitb

and their ancient leaders. As an c.d man,

he said he might never have the pleasure

of addressing them hereafter, but be trust-

ed we should all often meet again under
the great constitutional banner of our fore-
fathers, and that we would continue to

fight. side by side, in defence of the prin-
ciples of democracy until all our ancient

rights shall be restored.

The Chair next introduced the Hon. B.

A. Jamison, who spoke a* follows ;

As a member of the late Constitutional
Convention, I deem ft my dflty to make a

few observations on this occasion. It will
be admitted, I presume, to bo pood Amer-
ican doctrine that all men should live un-
der a written constitution. This admit-
ted, and the radical constitution of 1864
being before us, the question necessarily
arises to our minds —bow shall we rid our-
selves of that constitution ? The provi-
sions of that constitution are too well
known to require comment. They pre-
sent to us grave political and social bar-
riers, which it becomes us as freemen to re-

move; and, to that end, the lute conven-
tion was called by the conservative ele-
ment in Maryland.. The constitution ot

• 1864 was not the work of the people ot

Maryland, but was foisted up a mem by
Federal influence, and in contravention ot

the reserved rights ot every State in the
American union. It was a military mea-

sure, founded,on militarynecessity, “so-

called,” —and has no foundation injustice
or law. whether we regard it in its inci-

piency or its maturity.
But. the question now presented is—-

whether we shall adhere to the tenets of a

party claiming to be based on “ military

i necessity,” or fall back upon our ancient
legal and constitutional rights ? Wheth-
er wo shall accept the constitution of 64,

which all here wild admit had its founda-
tion in violence and oppression, or will
sustain the action of the uncontrolled wis-

dom of the democratic party of the State,
as had through its members in the late
convention. Let the people judge for
themselves upon this question and to their
honesty and sagacity 1 submit the grave
questions involved.

But there are points likely to be in-
volved in the canvass of this question that
may require from me more than a general
reference. The question ot negro testi-

mony will, it is likely, be held up to the
people as a reason why they should vote

against the constitution we have framed.
I voted against it myself in the late con-
vention, when first proposed, and the only
vote I cast for it was on the final adoption
of the entire constitution. 1 can see no

harm, however, that can grow out of this
measure, for the legislature is given en-

tire control over it. If it proves danger-
ous to the people, it will be repealed the
coming Winter, and will only thereafter
be regarded as an experiment which has
failed.

Mr. J amiaon referred at length to the
great advantages which must result to ns

by the adoption of the constitution. The
right given to the legislature to appropri-
ate 3500.000 for internal improvements
in the lower Western shore counties waia

matted not’ to be overlooked. * It could not

fail u/ho of incalculable benefit to our peo-
ple.

He thought the proposed judiciary sys-
tem an improvement upou that already
existing, and was satisfied that it gave

less opportunity for the exercise of fraud,

corruption, Ao.
He thought there should be no political

proscription of the young men trom this

State who had followed the standards of
Leo and Jackson, and he should over op-
pose so narrow-minded a policy. Let them
stand, as the constitution we offer you pro-
poses they shall, upon terms of the fullest
equality with us.

Mr. Jamison closed his remarks with an

eloquent appeal to the people, in which he
referred to the proud position old Saint
Mary’s had so long held in politics, which,

he trusted , she would not now forfeit by
casting any considerable vote against the
new constitution.

Upon the conclusion of Mr. Jamison's

remarks, the chairman introduced the
Hon. B. G

.
Harris, who made the follow-

ing remarks in oj position to the adoption
of the new constitution ;

<a

Fku.ow Citizens. —In the short time
allowed me I shall not bo able to make
some minor objections to the Constitution
which the two gentlemen who have pro-
ceeded me have so eloquently defended.
My remarks, thorotorc, willprincipally he
directed to the political bearing of that in-
strument. In the first place, however,

lot me notice tlie declaration ot the advo-
cates of this Constitution that we should
adopt it as a choice ot evils. Ido not ad-
mit that the sovereign people ot Maryland
are forced to any such alternative. Ihcv
can if they choose reject tins one and or-

der that there shall be one made which
shall have no political evil in it at all I
sincerely regret that a body in which, as

these gentlemen said, there was not a sin-
gle republican, should send forth a docu-
ment CO destitute of democratic principles,
or rather so full of those principles adopt-
ed by the radicals.

I join the gentlemen heartily in de-
nouncing the* infamous Constitution of
1564. When it was passed by the Re-

publicans no man denounced it and them
who made it more strongly than I di 1. It
contained provision# not only anti-demo-
cratic, but if I may say so, auti-Ameri-
can. and it was the wish of trty heart that
the people would .at an early day repudi-
ate them. The test oaths prescribed for
the voter and the authority given to the
Registrars to hold inquisitions and reject
voters even after they had taken the oath,
and the tost oath for those who held or

were to hold office in this State, together
with the provisions for the abolition of
slavery and.forbidding the Legislature to

compensate the owners, wore features most

worthy of denunciation and the most

strongly denounced by the democratw of
this county and State both in aud out of
that Convention. Except, however, for
the power given to the Registrars to re-

ject voters the test oaths have been to a

great extent a tVvi letter. No one wh©
, fjnU go rbrorpb the red "j > was e .I"

led, which the Registrars controlled has
been prevented by any conscientious ecru-

pies from swallowing the iron-clad, aud
none w hom I a.- yet have heard of have re-
fused to- take or hold office because the
Constitution of 1864. and the laws made
in pursuance thereof, required them to

sw allow it. It might have been that there
were no Southern sympathizers here, but
I rather think, that the Southern sympa-
thizers cared not the snap ct my finger
for this little impediment which the Re-
publicans, thinking we would respect
forced oaths more than they ever did vol-
untary ones, had thrown in their way.—

In thi* they were right. I can never be

brought to "believe that these forced oaths
had any binding effect whatever. The oath
that a rpbbcr might force me to take that
I would not tell who robbed me, I would
be bound to break. And if there is any
insult to God because of such oaths being
taken, he that makes the oath and not he
who takes it. is responsible for that in-
sult, and will have to repent for it or—be
damned—so that, notwithstanding ail the
schemes, the democratic party have nearly
all the offices as they deserve, and the
Republicans will all be damned, a* they
deserve, for trying to concoct their wicked
schemes" tt)' prevent them from getting
them.

But this is not the only opening they
left us for thwarting their, wicked designs.
The poor devils thought they

i<
1 beraii’y by d-e’arictr V"J

stitution that our ciVi zensdup
stored by an act ot the General '.vssembly
passed by a vote of two thirds of all the
members elected to each House, tc.inking,
of cour.se, that that event would not take
place for many, many - years. But man

proposes and God disposes aud He pointed
out a man in their own ranks who agreed
to serve us to aT. They may call him
Benedict Arnold aud Judas Iscariot, but
we have nothing to do with that but we

have a great deal to do with the constant
accumulation of rewards upon him and
which may keep him from having time to

follow the' example of Judas and—go
hang.

However that may be, the necessary
vote was obtained in the General Assem-
bly and the law was passed which remov-

ed every obstacle to the voter, so that all
white men here may now bo called fellow-
citizens.

Then the object of calling the late con-
vention was, so far as iftese oaths are con-
concerned, rather that it might scrub out

the stains, than sweep off jthe republican
filth, for practically that had already been
done by the action of the General Assem-
bly; Another object in calling that con-
vention was that it might promptly and
emphatically denounce and renounce the
provisions of the c -institution of 1864,
which declared that the Legislature should
not compensate tin? masters for the slaves
which they took from them by the? article
abolishing slavery; in other words, that

they would remove the brand of robbery
which the Republicans had fixed upon the
fair fame of .Maryland. Hope had almost
ripened into certainty that this would be
done when it was ascertained that demo-
crats were in an overwhelming majority
in the convention. It is true that the act

of the Legislature calling the convention
provided that no such compensation should
he granted, but surely no one really
believed that the convention was any more
hound bv such a direction from the Leg-
islature than if it had. directed*them to*

put in the constitution an article provid-
ing there should hereafter be no trial by
jury. It was a perfect absurdity So
that we had the strongest reason for be-

lieving that the democrats in the conven-

tion of 1867 would act in this matter as

I have stated. The grounds for these
reasons wore found in the denunciation by
democrats of the infamous measure allu-
ded to and especially by the Stirling demo-
crats who were members of the conven-
tion of 1864. I will read you the warm
and ardent expressions of some of them
on this subject.

Mr, Chambers. —‘‘Iregard this constitution as
a most unwarrantable seizure of property, Ac.,
and I vote against its adoption.”

Mr. Jno. W. Mitchell. — ”1 shall vote against
this constitution because it affects my own coun-
ty by the abolition of slavery in perhaps a great-

er degree than any other county- in Ike State.—
And even had I agreed tq the necessity of a pro-

vision of that sort, I never could have voted tor
it when it refused compensation to the holders of
that property who have been ruined by this

measure. You have<#iot only refused that com-

pensation. Nut you have put into your organic
law u provision prohibitirxg the Legislature from

hereafter making any such compete adon.”
Mr. Kerry Prince Georges.—"As to the

question of compensation 1 take it for granted
that there is not a man within the sound of my
voice entitled to a seut upon this floor, who by
his vote would take any propern of mine or an*

other citizen of the State without a just com-

pensation, because if he can take my negroes ho

can take my purse.”

Those gentlemen no doubt will vote

against the adoption of this constitution
if they shall find in it the clause so much
reprobated by them. I have now, however,

to refer to the decided and formal declar-
ations of the gentleman who sils near mo
and whom 1 regret to find so warm an ad-
vocate for the adoption of the constitution
now before us.

Mr. Dent.—”l shall vote against this consti-
tution v o {‘ I8G4) for the following reasons. —

First and second arc on other points )

Third —Because by this constitution citizens
of the State have been unjustly deprived ot mil-
lions of dollars worth of property by the aboli-
lion of slavery and no c ¦’npunt itir>n to the own-
ers has been provided: and not only so. but the

legislature is expressly prohibited from provid-

ing compensation hereafter.'

Now. my fellow democrats, it is to me

verv mysterious indeed how ail this has
ceased to be democratic doctrine in three
short years. It appears to me, that if it
was democratic doctrine in 1864, it ought
to be so 1867. Are these things to be
almost insultingly denounced w.uen done
bv Republicans and to be warmly approv-
al and endorsed when done by Democrats:
This don’t look cither consistent or tair.

As old .% man as 1 am cannot koep up

with these sudden aud violent twists and
turns. They make me giddy.

Now. if you willrefer to the two con-
stitutions and compare them you w ill find
in both, these verv same much abused ar-

ticles. Both declare that slavery shall
no longer exist and both declare that the
1 legislature shall give no compensation
for slaves. 1 advised all who would take
my advice to vote against the constitution
of 1864, but 1 suppose.l shall be called
•M hui advisrr," if I should advise any one

to vote against this one of 1867. \\ ell .
I must suffer the penalty, and 1 now ad-
vise every one of vou to cast his vote

TV**1 tr’ at tor.

Bat, my the constitution¦ now under consideration is not as censor- |
vative of State Rights aus .the abominable
one of 1564, so far as this subject is con-
cerned. The article in the one of 1864.
boldly declared slavery abolished as an

act of the State, bat the one of 1867, in j
order to save itself from the charge of
frankness, has used expressions which in
my opinion have a most dangerous ten-

dency. Lot us ryiii-it.

Art. 2-I.—“That slavery shall not be re-estab-
lished in this State, but Aaring been <tx-t>iuhe(i :.n-

--dcr ikt policy and aulltonty of the L nutd Stales.
.

compensation in consideration thereof is due from
Uie tailed States."

Now, this is a new idea ; by reference ‘

I to the debates of the convention rrf 1864.
some of which I have quoted, the demo-

i crata were extremely incensed that that
j convention had alxdished slavery, but af-

I ter reflecting for three years they have
; discovered, that it has been abolished by
authority of the United Slates. I deny

| the correctness of nhis statement. The
United States did take from us and kept

: from us many of our slaves for their own
use and for every one they took they owe
us a fair compensation, and if the Goveru-

: ment of the United States is honest they
I will pay us for our .private property thus
! taken in accordance with the constitution
which they have sworn to support. How-

¦ ever, they did not take all aud those who
were left us were taken from us by the
article in the constitution of ahol- [

Ti? slavery, the State of |
in hon-p

i or and hyuonesty to pay us a fair com-
pensation; but unfortunately if this con- j
stisution is adopted we may whistle for ev- j

| erv dollar we shall ever get from her.— 1
When it is thus declared as in this article,

: that “slavery is abolished under the au- j
thority of the United States,” wo mean by

: the word, thus used, that the United
- States have passed some law or amend-
! ment of their constitution by which they

claimed that slavery was abolished in Ma-
ryland. The word authority must have
such a technical meaning and will be go

construed.- Ail know the Democrats of
i this State did before the late convention :

met, declare that the amendment of the ,
constitution of the United Staten abolish-

i ing slavery, had no binding effect in Ma-ts j' o

ryiand as law, out now among the many p
and rapid changes which have in no short !

; a time taken place in our ranks, the abo-
l lition of slavery by this amendment of the j

; constitution of the L nited States has been
| considered authoritative by the members (
of our late convention and they have bo ,

: declared in what they wish you to adopt
las the organic law ofour State. In view
of the condition of affairs this in my opin-
ion is a raiachievipua declaration and acl-

-1 mission aud will do as much to dsarm |
Maryland in Ler resistance to the oppres-

! sive encroachment of her enemies as al- !
most any scheme they themselves can con- |
coot. Let us read the amendment of the |
constitution of the United States to which i

’ I allude.
; . I

Art. 13. Sec. 1. Neither slavery nor involun- !
| tarv servitude, except as a punishment for crime ;
I whereof the party shall have been duly convic- j

led, shall exist within the United Slates or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

See. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

This last two much unobserved section
becomes important in this situation of af-
fairs. This is the mother of the negro j
Civil Rights hill passed by Congress. It .
is under this section, that they claim the
power of not only passing such a measure j
as that, but also any other bill which in
their discretion Congress may think ap-
propriate legislation for enforcing the first
section. The power centered i a politi-
cal power and in my poor opinion is with-
out anv chock except the more discretion
of Congress. How far that discretion may |
carry them you are as capable of forming
an opinion as I am, hut I don’t think they
will slop with even the Civil Rights bill
as odious as it in to us. It appears to me

that the article in the constitution now before
| us by conceeding, in terms, the authority I
! pf the United States, to abolish slavery in ;
i our State, concedes every power that

j flows from both sections of the article of
the Constitution of the United States re-

I ferret! to, and certainly gives color by our
; action to the claims of the Radicals. If
this is so, then our noble old platform is

! demolished by our own aet, if this consti-
I tutiou shall be adopted, and by our own

, concession, may be not intentionally, but
most indiscreetly made, we hand over our

| firm, upright and patriotic Judge Daniel R. j
i Magruder, of Calvert, to the mercy of his

, and our enemies. Shall such a man
! be thus deserted and exposed in order that

j a dangerous quibble may he inserted in
] our constitution. No ! Reject the quib-

; ble and put yourselves face to face to your |
i enemies upon your old ground with a
frankness becoming the gallant sons of
Maryland and stand in defence of your no-

j ble Judge, it is a parrallol ease to that
lof the Bishops of England who threw
| themselves in the breach in order to res-

I cue the liberties of England from the
i grasp of the fool-tyrant ¦ James the See- s
I end. Their judges, the tools of the mm-
. arch, were willing, if they dared, to hand
i them over to the- power of their mereil.
tyrant, hut the indignant frowns and stern

murmurs of the people were s-'on and
heard. I imagine I can almost hear the
simple but pregnant song of the hardy

j sons of Cornwall, as it echoed and re-ech-
] oed from the depths and chambers of their

i mines.

I ‘‘And shall Trelawnev die, and shall Trelawncy
d ie ?

Then twenty thousand Cornish men wall know
the reason why.’’

t And shall Magruder. like Bonivan! in
Chillou, wear away the pavement of a pn- .
son ? Let the gallant sons of Maryland
from the peaks of the Alleghany to the
shores of the Chesapeake respond in tones

as decisive and threatening as those which
fell from the men of Cornwall.

It the Radicals du not vote for the
adoption of this constitution it will not be
that it is not more radical than the one of
1864. as amended hv the action of the

Legislature Besides the objections I

i have heretofore urged, which, it 1 am cor-

rect. sends this, a whole bars length

• ahea 1 of the one of towards radical-
ism. they have made another concession

| to the enemy by declaring in conformity
to the Civil Rights bill “'that no person

! shall be incompetent as a witness on ac-

: count of race or color, unless hereafter so

| declared by act of the General Assembly
I This, of course, extends the privilege < f
calling negroes to the stand to testify in
ill ‘ iVil r 1 'rlmin J ¦¦¦*¦'•* e* n

where white men are involved. Objections
to such a proposition 1 have urged latch-
in a letter, which has been generally made
public, and 1 shall not now have the time
t;> repeat them. I will only sty that
these measures place us on an inclined
plane which leads directly and irrisistably
t) the foul slough of Radicalism. The :
condition attached to this article docs not

rise even to the respectability ofa quibble,
but our rights and feelings are sacnlied to
the desire to save those who may be our

judges fr >m the danger that Ju Ige Ma-
gruder has gloriously met aud which it is j
so necessary to our independence our
public men who receive the confidence ot

the people should boldly encounter. 1
have but a few moments left of the time 1
which has been generously allowed to me j
bv my friends on the ..ther side and I will t
now close. I feel confident from what 1
have heard from abroad that this consti-

tution willbe adopted. There are elements ;
in it which 1 have not been willing to al- !
lude to, which are well calculated toover-

c >nu‘ such objections as in the honesty of
inv heart, I have or shall urge against it.

When it is adopted, it will be the decree
of the people of the sovereign State of Ma- ¦
rvland and I as one of her sons will give
it rav obedience and submission. In do-
ing so, however, I shall be unable to re-

press the feeling so beautifully expressed
by the poet.

'Tis jumething in the dearth of fame,
Though link’d among a rtnu.r. 1 race,
To fee! at least patriot’s shame \

i Even as ! l simj sutfusii my fact ; wkt
Tor tvhat is left the poet here?
Fur Greek* a blush,—tor (srcec< a tear.

It is proper to state in this connection, ;

that the speech of Mr. Harris was prepared j
by himselfat our suggestion for publication,
whilst the report of the speeches oi the pro-

ceding speakers constitutes a mere syn-

opsis of each, written out by the secretary

from notes taken during the discussion.

Full notes were taken of the very able and
elaborate speeches made by Col. John F.

Dent and Hon. R. Ford, in reply to Mr. \
Harris, bat want of space forbids their

publication in this issue. They will ap- i
pear in our next.

Lite Radical MeeGng.

In accordance with previous announce-

ment, a meeting was held in the Grove ot

Hon. 11. G. S. Key, within our village
limits, on Friday last, at which there

were about 1200 colored and 100 white

persons present.
The meeting was opened with an ad-

dress from Ilevd. John Kimball, of Gen

Howard’s Staff, who requested the audi-

ence to join Ivim in the singing of some

hymn familiar to them. The sable por-

tion of the audience joined pretty general-
ly in the singing ; and, at the conclusion

of this part of the proceedings, the Rev-

erend gentleman delivered a religious and

instructive address which was entirely de-

void of political allusions.
He stated, in his exordium, “that the

main reason for holding meetings of this

character was to direct the minds and

hearts of the Freedmen in the path of
truth and in the light of wisdom. Edu-

cation is the corner-stone of mental ad-

vancement ; and, without mental ad-
vancement, there can be no radical change,
or permanent or well organized improve-

ment.” In this connection, he referred

“to the generous and manly conduct of

Hon. 11. G. S. Key in donating land

upon which to build a School House for

the education of the Freedmen.” He

thought, “we were a long stride behind
other sections of the country, in appreci-
ating the blessings of universal education.
He really believed, “the School System in

California was even note better than that

in Washington.” He regretted, “that

our younger States should give evidence

of life and progress, whilst many of the

older were still the slaves ot prejudice,

and were likely to flounder in the'quag-

mire of antiquity.” Ho advised the breed-

men, however, not to “rely too much

upon the aid of the Government in this

matter, but thought they should first prove

them selves worthy ot us palmnal rtg.ud.

The Government was willing to furnish

the necessary lumber lor the building ol

School Houses, and to send pr-*pcr teach-

ers to teach the Schools, but the Freed-

men must furnish tne labor to build these

School Houses, or provide the means

therefor ; and they must, also, take care

of the teachers whilst among them

These Sch *ols are not conducted in the

interest, or for the advancement, of any

particular religious sect —such is not the

object of the Government or its agents."

Hu strongly advocated temperance and

recommended that the funds heretofore
expended in the purchase of intoxicating

drinks be hereafter appropriated to e0,.-

cational purposes. He thought lb' Freed-
mon’s Bureau was a heavy tax upon the

mv'ple, and should only have a temporary

existence. It was intended, in his judg-
ment, only to give the colored people a

chance to show th**ir manhood, and as an

experiment to test the great question,
whether or not they were able or willing

to emerge from ignorance and perform
their part in the great drama of life
The safety of 11- pabii an Governments,

he thought, depended mainly upon uni-
versal education. “It would not he safe
to have fur millions of ignorant citizens
in our mi Ist endowed With the right of
suffrage ; and, as the p diucal tendency
of the age was evidently toward univer-
sal suffrage, there could be no question,
outside of prejudice, ag to the policy of
universal education.

I\tMARK.i ov Gev Howard - -Gen.
;i 1 AH ¦ ••gh ne Icn

gor on the battle field, he still had his .
harued* on and was obeying the lawa of j
the National Government. He came not

here to make a speech —-no woldler wan ex- j
peered to do so. He came here to advise j
with and instruct the Freed men an., to ,

advance the cause of universal education, j
He thought the colored portion ot his au- j
dienes could not do better than follow the j
advice of the gentleman who had preced- ,
ed him ; and. he admonished them, that

if thev remained longer in ignorance it

was their own fault. Ignorance, he saui.

begets vice, but vice vanishes with the

dawn of education and enlightenment.
Kducation and usefulness march hand in

hand. The Freed men should not pre-

sume too much on their changed condition,

if thov would profit by it. 1 hey should
indulge in no presumptive insolence or ar-

oganoe toward their old masters, but should

legitimately seek their own promotion and

advancement. It is true, he said, you

arc no longer slaves, but a regenerated

people '¦ \ou have been made tree, I
may add, bv an almost supernatural agen-
cy ! If you would remain free, and be-

come citizens of the Republic, devote

vourselves to the good work which has

been mapped out tor you ! \ou must rely
upou yourselves and not upon the breed-
man's Bureau ! He did not come here to

advocate the advancement of the colored

above the while race, but his object was
to induce the former to advance themselves,

that the distinction now existing between

the two races might not continue to exist

to its present extent. The present ignor-

ance of the colored race prevented them
from protecting their plainest interests. —

They must not ignore the tact, that their

labor is their only capital in trade. Iney
must study and learn how to make that

capital available, ere they can become good

soldiers in the great battle ot life. Again,

it is shameful to remain in ignorance,

when the means are furnished you to ac-

quire learning and wisdom. Seek the re

sped of your fellow man. if you would

leant to become good and useful citizens.
• 1 do not mean to say that you should sim-

ply learn to read and write, but that you

j should seek your moral as well as iutel-

j lectual advancement. That you should

J learn to observe your marital rights, and

i that you should live a chaste, virtuous and
' Christian life, to the end that God may

I give his ear to both your temporal and

I spiritual welfare. A home is not a home
unless it be governed and controlied by a

| Christian spirit ; for Providence will not

; spread the mantle of charily over the

wicked wanton, nor shed his comforting

influences around the Pagan fireside.”
Remarks of Juikie Bond. —His Hon-

or said “ho had never, heretofore, visi-

j tod St. Marv’s, and, therefore, had never
had a proper conception ot the natural
beauties of the mother of counties. He

; confessed himself most agreeably aur-

{ prised at the fertility of our lands, their

1 improved condition, and their undulating
| surface.” fills Honor appears to have

I been under the impression that they
! were flattv, unimproved and unproduc-

j tive. We rejoice that his eyes have been

j opened and that he has done us, at least,

a surface justice.)
He said lie regarded this as a great

political crisis in the affairs both of the
! Nation and the Slate. In the transi-

i tion from slave to free labor, great

changes must necessarily follow. The

geographical position ot Maryland is

such as to make her peculiarly suseep-

hole to political changes. In emerging

I from the late great struggle for the life

lof the nation, she still holds her ongi- >

Inal orbit, and her extremes mill res',

upon the confines of the late hostile pow-
er*. The counter current of winds,

which .blow from the North and South,
; still meet up >n her soil, and her peo-
ple arc swayed to; and fro, by the dread
concussions which follow these conflicts.
Tiiis has produced a dodging element
in her midst. Her National represen-

tatives are undecided, or are mule. A

worthy and .striking exception, however,
is found, in a late representative from

this county and it afford* me gnat

pleasure to refer to and remember him.
He stands as wide apart as the pole*
from lias dodging element. He boldly

proclaims his principle* and fearlessly de-
fi nds them. He is a man—-he is a radi-
cal—he has a root to him ! lam a radi-
cal myself and I honor radicalism, wheth-
er it be of my own school, or whether it
be taught bv Hon. B njamin (1. Harris.
A brave and honorable competitor will

i ver gracefully yield to the superior prow-
ess of his antagonist. Such a man may

be foun 1 in your late representative in
Congress ; and, I will he pardoned, I
trust, if 1 mention a certain ollur individ-
ual in this connection. I refer to our

present worthy Governor, whom I wi 11
take the liberty of introducing by a story

which was told me in the days of ray boy-

\ hood. A certain colored individual, it
, appears, who was a slave, took a notion
in his head to steal a pig from his master;

and. having bagged the young porker,
<.. . . _

wa* going on his way rrjoieing. At a

sudden turn in the road, however, ho met
his master, who accosted him familiarly,
and politely enquired as to the contents of
his bag. It is nothing but a possum

j masaa, was the very ready and prompt re-
joinder. Le tnm Bee that po**um Tom,
*v*.d th* mi-''" Wb°f'’up t (f.a

tgnts of the bag were emptied into the
road ; and. with (something between a
grunt and a squeal, the captured porker
came to light. That is not a possum Tom
said the master. No—no—l see it aint r

massa. but. fore de Lord, it was a possum
when I put in Uere 1 So it is with Tom
Swann —he was put 5u as a possum but he
ha* turned out to be a pig. '

Now, there is a certain class of politi-
cians in this State, including in their num-
ber Mr. Montgomery Blair, who suggests

that the entire negro population should be
sent out of the country. The reply to

this suggestion is that we have not now
more labor here than we need, and we

cannot, therefore, spare any portion of
our present population. The only ques-

tion now is.— will you learn how to labor?

1 do not think you have learned how to

work to advantage during the period of
your slavery, and 1 have come here toad-

vise with and instruct you. It is to the

interest of every white man in this county

that vou should receive instruction
\V hito labor will not come bore, because
of the reported stupid and demoraliied

condition of the negro. White people are

not willing to work through the day and
have the product of their labor stolen from
them at night. It is a great mistake, to

suppose that there can b an antagonism
here between white and black labor.
All the labor that can be had will be re-
quired in this country for ages to come,
and the only question now is—shall the
negro leant to make his labor useful to

the country and profitable to himself ? If
he desires to do so, he must be educated.
He cannot continue to do the work of a

horse and receive the wages of a man for
his labor.

Unfortunately for themselves and the

country, many colored people have become
possessed of the idea, that, now that they
are free, they can lav down the shoVel
and the hoe and subsist upon the mere

| empty title of freedom. This is a mie-
! take. God’s inexorable laws will always

j prevail, and they must either get thydr
living by the sweat of their faces, or an-

| nounce themselves as candidates for cells

i in the I’enitentiary.
But, it is claimed by such men as Mr.

; Montgomery Blair* that 1 am seeking to

! make the negro the equal of the white

i man and that my labors are directed ill
that particular channel. If universal ed-

-1 ucation will produce such a result, then I
am guilty. Otherwise, however, this

i charge is unjust and I pronounce it a

1 slander. My object here i's to talk with
the Freedifien and to seek to instil into

j their minds the great importance of their

I seeking their own elevation, and to eu

; deavor to prove to them that it is only
through the medium of moral and intellec-
tual improvement, that they can ever arise

. above their present condition. To this

! end, take the advice of Gen. Howard.—•
Ksehew intoxicating drinks, avoid thiev-

| ing, get homes for yourselves and families
and live hcrealter in the true spirit of the

[ Christian.
His Honor next made some pretty harsh

allusions to the apprentice law of the .State,
and said he regarded it as infamous, in its

application to the colored people. When

it is remembered that this law makes no

distinction between the children of white
a d t laca , but has a </cncral application,
wa think His Honor shew the cloven foot
on this question. Neither can we see the
point, or the justice, of his sweeping con-

demnation of the late .State (Convention, —-

miles* there be a point In Mis Honor’s
possible removal from Ins present position.

In conclusion, he said, he wished to say
to the colored portion of the audience, that
education had to them become a matter of
ueceasitv. Ignorance now was the bane
of our country, and universal education

is its only curative agent. The day in
probably not far distant when the respon-
sibility of administering the affairs of this
Government w.d fall, alike, upon the
shoulders ot all. In the present condi-
tion of things, this would he a fearful ex-

pi riment. It would bo giving to the
grossly ignorant and incompetent the pow-
er to govern us and to tax ns. We all
have, therefore, a common interest in the
education of the Freed men. and let uni-
versal education be henceforth the watch-
word I lam an original emancipation-
ist and 1 stand fa-4 by ray odors. I will
never desert a people for whose present
condition I am partly responsible, but
will assist them with my counsel, my la-
bor and my influence ho long as I can
be serviceable to them.

( pun the conclusion of Judge Bond's
remarks', the Kevd. Mr. Kimball deliver-
ed a very interesting and instructive lec-
ture on temperance which was listened to
with marked attention.

('apt A. A. Lawrence next made a
few appropriate and pertinent remark*,
upon (1m conclusion of which the meeting
was dismissed, with singing and prayer,
under the direction of Mr. Kimball.

The best order was maintained through-
r>

out the entire proceedings, aud the ad-
dresses delivered were listened to with re-

, spectiul attention by every uqc present
I , .

——:

Drei.l nation*. —\N o are authorised tq
stale that /. H. Biakistouo decline* being
a candidate fojr the Orphan’s Court.—-
George 1 homas requests us to say that he
s not a candidate for the Legislature. P.
11. Horsey and William Mattinglejf of
Wni. decline being candidate? for fhc
('nr*-, n},ukjifmrC fVnrt


