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LOST STARS.

Fitful change* of color and specially
red cintillalions have been long re-
marked a* highly characteristic of an
extensive and well-knoWn ef-s of star?*
termed “variable stare” or star* va-
riable in their brightness and con-
sequent visibility through periods of
time, extending in the different case*
from a few day* to many years, and oc-
casionally, it is believed, to several cen-
turies*. 'I hu- the star termed by as-
tronomers Algol, or Persei, vane* in
bnghtne-s from the second to the fourth
magnitude, and back again, in th® short
penod ol two day*, twenty hour* and *
lorty-eight minute*. Lyrr varies from
the third to the filth magnitude, and
comes back to the third again, in -ix
day* and nine hours. Omicron, or Mira
( eti, varies trutn tlie second magnitude
to complete invi-ibility, and reappears
and run es up to the second magnitude
again in three hundred and sixty-
four day*. Argus varies from one of
the very brightest ol the stars of the
fir-t magnitude in the whole heavens
down to a most inconsiderable one of,
the tuuilh magnitude, and blazes out
again up to the first magnitude in about
loitv- iv year-: while R. (Vpher varies
from the tilth magnitude down to the
eleventh iiiagniiude, or visible only
in a very pcrweiful telescope, and re- 1
turns to the fifth, which is visible to
the naked eve, in about seventy-three
years. Now these stars, no matter
now much they may vary in brightness, (
are no more 10-l and perished in space
when they laUe away and disappear to
us, than our sun is when hid Irom our
view at night b\ the intercepting bodv j
of the earth. Neither are they moved
out ol their fixity of place nor deprived
ol any ol their mass or gravitation-gov- *
erning power over their attendant plan-
et*, any more than our siyi is, when, !
at times, now known to be periodic and •
subject to law, bis bright surface is;
dimmed by many dark spots. Hence,
the simplest supposition to explain the
observed phenomena ofthe star fifty-
fittli ol Hercules is, that it is one ol
those “variable star-:” in which case it

still undoubtedly exists in Its ow n place,
and will again appear to view there at
noire tuture time. But mere telescopic Idetails ran affect only the few ; w hile :
the general public is rather thirsting for 1
a taste of some good big star which all i
ran see. “Was there not such a star,’
they ask, “brighter than any ofthe orbs
which we have before us now, to be
seen once in the constellation ot Cas-
siopeia. and did it not burn and blaze
through several year* in varied colors,
just like a world on fire, and then dis-
appear and leave its place absolutely
vacant?” Such a star was certainly

seen by all the northern world in 157*2.
1573. and 1574. but not previously to
that: until, at let't. you ascend the
stream of time to 1*264, when a tempo-
rary apparalion of the same sort *p-
pcs red in the same part of the -k\. and
again the same thing is reported in his-
tory to have occured in the vear 945
A. D. So that here again we have
merely an extreme case ot a “varia-
ble” star, with an intense though short-
lived maximum of light and a long-con-
tinued minimum. Bnt so far from be-
ing now—because its minimum is below
humaa visibility—a lost, lapsed, or des-
troyed star, it may be. and probably is, ;

Eiing on in its own place according to
ws which it has followed in the past,

and will continue to follow for count-
less millions of years, without a mo-
ments* cessation at any time. And in
fact the sequence of the number* 945. i
1264. 1572, lead astronomers to expect 1

its reappearance at some time previous'
to And tl it <h*e shine forth
•gain at that time, and prove itself in
the scientific wotld to be * a variable”
w ith a period of more than three bun-
d-ed years, it will not only gel the phys-
ical nature of its light well examined
by spectroscopic analysis, but will
strengthen that “variable star explana-
tion” tor the benefit otmany other tern-
|torary stars with still longe'r period- of
time; and longer we say advisediv, be-
cause only one of their maxima of
brightness is known to have been wit-
nessed yet through all the human pe-
riod. Such were the intensely bright
•tar in Serpentariou* in 16”4 A. !>.; the
bright star in Scorpio in 900 A. D.: an-
other in Aquila in 3*B A. D.; and still
another in 43d A. D.; not to ay any-
thing of the still more celebrated and

# classic cases of the **Lost fleiad,’*
which the poeta aftrmad to have dis-
appeared in grief after the seigr aad
taking of Troy, about 1200 |. ff, Ihv- '

iog thereby the primeval group of “the
even stars” to be six only ever since;
but with the asserted destiny of the
seventh one shining forth at some future
time brighter than ever. A sort ol ear-
ly poetical prophecy, which the recent
progress ol practical astronomy on one
•ide and archaeological research on the
Other. especially at the Great Pyramid,
have been lending remarkable confir-
mation to withi* the last few year*.—
Chamber s’ Journal*
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Mlftmc BEAtrrr.—Tl is never too
late to be beautiful. Here is solid com-
fort for ladies of uncertain age, Helen,
ofTroy, was over forty when she per-
petrated the most famous elopement on
record, and as the siege of Troy lasted
a decade she could not have been juve-
nile when the illfortune of Paris re-
stored her to her husband, who is re-
ported to have received her with un-
questioning love and gratitude. Peri-
cles wedded the courtesan A.-pasiawhen
¦he was thirty-six, and yet she after-
ward for thirty years or more wielded
an undiminished reputation for beauty.
Cleopatra was past thirty when Antho-
ny fell under her spell, which never
lessened until her death, nearly ten
years after; and Livia was thirty-three
when she won the heart of Augustus,
over whom she maintained her ascen-
dency to the last. Turning to more
modern history, where it is possible to
verify dates more accurately, we have
the extraordinary De Poictiers, when
Henry ll—the duke of Orleans. - and
just half her age, became attached to
her; and .-he was held as the first lady
and most beautiful woman at court up

jto the period of the monarch’s death
' and the accession ofCatherine de Med-
ici*. Anne of Austria was thirty-eight
when she was described as the hand-
-nme-l queen of Europe, and when
Buckingham and Richelieu were her

| jealou* admirer*. Ninon, the most cele-
I hrafed wit and beauty of her day. was

the idol of three generation* of the gol-
den youth of France, and *he was sev-
entv-two when the ahhe de Barais fell
in love with her. True it is that in the

; ca-e of tl.is lady a rare combination of
culture, talents and per-onal attractions
endowed their poses.-or seemingly with
the eiffs of eternal youth. Bianco Ca-
pello wa* thirty-eight when the Grand
Duke Francisco of Florence fell cap-
tive to her charm* and made her hi*
wife, though he wa- five years her ju-
nior. I.oui* XIV wedded Madame
Maiutenon when -he was 43 year* of

1 age. Catharine II of Bus-ia was 33
when -fie seized the empire of Rusia
and captivated the dashing General
OrlofT. I’p to the time of her death—-

i at 67—-he seemed to have retained the
bewitching powers, for the lamenta-
tions were heart-felt among all those

' who had known her personally. A
. celebrated Frenrh tragedienne only at-

| fained zenith of her beauty and power
' between forty and forty-five. At that
period the loveliness of her hands
an<l arm*, especially, wa* celebrated
through Europe. The famous Madame

! Reramier was thirty-eight when Bar-
ras wa* ousted from power, and she
was, without di-nute, declared to he
the most beautiful woman in Europe,
which rank she held for fifteert yeais.

Where the Si s sever Sets.— The
I following graphic passage is from the
| description of a scene witnessed bv a

Mr. Campbell and his parly, in the
north of Norway, from a cliffone thous-
and feet above the sea: The scene
stretched away in silent vastness a( our
feet; the sound of its waves scarcely
reached our airy look-out; away in the
north the huge old sun hung low along
Ihe horizon, like the slow beat ofthe pen-
dulum in the tall clock of our grand-
father's parlor corner. We all stood
silent, looking at our watches. When
both hands came together at twelve,
midnight, the full round orb bung tri-
umphantly abo e the waves, a bridge

i of gold running due north spanned the
i watei between us and him. There he

: -none in silent majesty which knew
no setting. We involuntarily took off
our hats. No word was said. Com-
bine. ifyou ran. the most brilliant sunrise
and -unset you ever aw, and its beau-
ties will pale before the gorgeous col-
oring which now lit up the ocean, hea-

i ven. and mountain. In half an hour
the sun had swung up perceptibly on
its beat. The colors changed to those
of morning; a breeze rippled over the
flood. One songster after another pipe
up in the grove behind us. We had
slid into another day.

A Sneeze. —A* a rule, a sneeze is
the warning nature gives that some
part ot the body is exposed to a cooler
temperature than the other parts and
that the sneezer i* “catching cold."—
Next to the warning, what i* the ue
to sneeze 3 It throws open the pores of
the whole body and induces a
perspiration; in a word, it throws off)
the cold. A child rarely sneezes more
than twice—perspiration is readily in- |
duct'd in youth: an old man on the con-
Irary, sneeze? hall a dozen to a dozen
times, with a loudly explosive “ealebo-
guc." It is harder to .-el him perspir-
ing. W hen one is sitting by an open
window and finds himself sneezing na-
ture tells him he is taking cold- He
should get up in-tantly, walkabout, and
take a lull tumbler ol cold water tokeep
apt he gen tie per? piration that the sneexe
set in motion. Ifhe does this he will
Ml he telling an how after that he has

. a “cold ia his head,” er rhaat. er haw1 * Wamhtmt O. -

his health by over-work,
too much nervous
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frightful convicnao hat
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no d decay heDceforwaa^|HK|[yinoa
iliiranf *withia
WMffin the causes 1 we l©namU^
and the effect of it sboafd be topradace
greater moderation. Wbat if the pro-
fits are less ? They can be continued
longer and life made happier. There

•is* no necessity for this watte of life—it
\* a sheer delusion, the effect of a fool-
ish ambition. Better accept the heri-
tage of poverty or a moderate success
than the infallible necessity of an early
disease.— Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine.

SLEEP THE BEST BRAIN STIMULANT.

The best possible thing for a man to
do when he feels too weak to carry any-
thing through, is to go to bed and sleep
as long as be can. This is the only re-
cuperation of brain power, the only ac-
tual recuperation of brain force; because
during sleep the brain it in a state ot
rest, in a coqdition to receive and ap-
propriate particles of nutriment from the
blood, which take the place of those
which have been consumed by previ-
ous labor, since (he very act of think-
ing burns up solid particles, as every
turn of the whdel or screw ofthe steam-
er is the result of consumption by fire
of the fuel in the furnace. The supply
of consumed brain substance can only
be had from the nutritive particles in
the blood, which were obtained from
the food eaten previously; and the brain
is so constituted that it can best receive
and appropriate to itself those nutritive
particles during a state of rest, of quiet
and stillness of sleep. Mere stimulants
supply nothing in themselves: they
goad the brain and force it to a greater

I consumption of its substance until it is
so exhausted that there is not power
enough left to leceive a supply.—Her-
ald of Health.

NERVOUSNESS AND NERVINES.

Nervousness is one of the prices we
have to pay for civilization; the nervous
savage is a being unheard of. for this
disorder, which is partly ot meats! aad
partly of bodily nature, relfefrs sought
in various ways, and among these we
may place the employment ofnarcotics.
The temporary relief afforded by these
drugs is very apt to lead those who suf-
fer from nervous sensations to put too
much trust in and resort too frequently
to them. In the long run they prove
most destructive to health. Their use
has of late become so frequent as to
threaten society with a serious evil. It
ha- been boldly contended that chloral
is to be found in the work-boxes and
ba-kets of nearly every lady in the west
end of the metropolis, “to calm her
nerves.” No doubt this is an exagger-
ation. but it is a fact that New York
chloral punch had become an institu-
tion scarcely a year after the introduc-
tion of chloral in medical practice, and
now it turns out that Germany-—'"so-

ber, orderly, paternally-ruled Germany”
—has such a thing as morphine disease
spreading among its population. The
symptoms are not unlike those ofopium
eating. Experience suggests that per-
sons suffering from this disease should
at once be deprived of the drug. Their
willfullness and liability to relapse, how-
ever, are so great that it is said that
only about 25 per cent, have been seen
to recover in a large series of cases.—
Casself s Magazine.

THE EFFECT OF NOISE ON THE BRAIN.

There is a close connection between
a healthy brain and a quiet, unirritated
auditory nerve. It is not impossible
that the noise in which we live, and
which fools delight in as signs of cos-
mopolitan life, is reponsible for much of
the paralysis, neur Igia and general ner-
vous irritability characteristic of mod-
ern times. It is no laughable matter,
but a serious one, and useless noises
ought to be abated as nuisaoces. Let it
be remembered that ofal!our five senses
two only are intellectual, the instru-
ments ot art culture, seeing and hear-
ing. If anything, hearing is the most
highly and purely intellectual, for artic-
ulate speech, reason and rythmic poe-
try and music depend upon this func-
tion. The sensitiveness of an organ is
in proportion to its delicacy, and ex-
quisite torture can be caused by the ear.
The eye we can protect, for we can
close it at will, hut the car b an ever-
open portal, and throws us apon the
mercy of mankind. —Providence Press.

As Broad as Long.—A gentleman
returning from Leyton one evening
hailed the conductor of an omnibus,
and asked him if he was going to the
Bank. He answered in rae affirma-
tive, and that the tare would be a shil-
ling- The gentleman took hb seat in
the ’bus, and when it arrived at the

I Flower Pot m Bishopsgate afreet the
cad opened the door and,, “Ve goes no
further, sir." “Why. you told me,” amid
the gentleman, “that you west to the
Bank.” “Ve calls this the Bank, sir."
“Oh very well,” said the passenger,
giving him a six peacs,” “1 caUa that a
shilling-”
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Twilight.

4 ton*. low room, with oaken fanalted walls,
Aad narrow windows lookia* to the west,

A quiet room, where ftcttrln; firsHgbt falls
On folded bands of eat who sits at not;

Who rests and listens ia the twilight gloom
To tender strains of senate, soft aad slow

Thai rise, and foil, aad finttar throagh the room
In wordless bat metodioas abb nag flow.

Without, a splendor Hagers ta the has era.
Ofrose, aad parpls, royal gold, aad gray;

Otero leaves are trambling in the breeze ofeven,
Thn nightingale's sweet vokfccomas o’er (tea way

White overhead, in akias serene sad ter.
Shines, like na sagst.’s saute, the evening star.

• aJL asrallPft
The bag, aad hoars ofgarish day an pate.

The long, bard rears ofHfe draw to a clone,
A tired head and heart enjoy nt fast

Life's twilight boar before their long repose,
A blessed eventide of love and home,

Before the shadow of that darkness falls
Whose deepest density enwraps the tomb,

And through whose awful mist Death's angel
calls.

The sweet strains rise and tell; the twilight gray
Grows deeper in the room; bat pence is bora*

Unto that listener’s heart from ter away,
All eloquent with whispers of a morn

Poneftii sad hesutifof, prophesied to last
When noons ofearth and nights ofdeath are past.

Bnlo and Senes.

ADVICE TO NKRTOUS PEOPLE.
•

Now. from whatever cause or combi-
nation of causes nervousness has been
produced, if happiness and health are
to be restored, the causes must be re-
moved and the injury they have caused
be repaired. For in proportion to the
weakness of a man’s system and the
enfeeblement of his nerves, will be the
liabilityof his falling a victim to other
and more fatal maladies; and thus it is
that every day we find such diseases as
bronchitis, consumption, Bright's dis-
ease, brain disease and insanity follow-
ing at the heels of nervousness. The
indications for treatment are fourfold :

First, we must remove *he cause, re-
store the tone of the heart, improve the
blood. All injurious habits must be
given up; late hours and intemperance
in eating mu-t be abandoned: smoking
ifpracticed -topped. The food is most
important. It must be abundant and
wholesome—neither too much nor too
little. It should not be sloppy, and
soups had better be avoided so long as
solid food can be taken. Ri*e from the
table feeling you have had enough, but
not oppressed with what you have eaten.
The bread should be stale, and no very
heating food taken. hours’ sleep
-hould be taken every night ifpossible.
This alone will nearly cure. Take no
uaicotic* to make you sleep. A few raw
oysters before bed-time arc worth all
the narcotics in the world, are easily
digested, and furnish material for res-
toring nervous tissue and blood. Ifyou
wake up in the middle of the night,
-ornetimes a small stale biscuit eaten
will send you off to sleep again. A
change ol scene, air and cheerful so-
ciety, with sea-bathing, are excellent
agents for curing nervousness. Avoid
physic—it exhausts the tone ot the sys-
tem. the vary thing you restore.

Above all, keep up a good heart and a
firm reliance on the Great Author of
Life.—Herald of Health.

XOVRISH INC THE BRAIN.

To increase the pla-tic property of
he mind you mu-t nourish the brain.
You naturally expect that thU result
may en-ue when the body generally is
nourished; and so it will, if there be no
exorbitant demands on the part ofother
organs, giving them such a prelerence
as to leave very little for the organ? of
the mind. If the digestion or the mus-
cles are unduly drawn upon, the brain
will not respond to the draft- made upon
it. Obversely, if the brain is so consti-
tuted by nature, or so excited by stimu-
lation. as to absorb the lion’s share ol
the nutriment, the opposite results will
appear: the mental functions will be ex-
alted. and the other interests more or
less impoverished. This is the situa-
tion for an abundant di-play of mental
force.— Alexander Bain.

NERVE FOOD.

In what does nerve food consist? In
what do we find it? Is it meat ? no;

white bread? no; potatoes? no. If it
is not to be found in these staples, in
what is it to be found ? I answer, in Ihe
exterior of the white kernel, in the skin
4 the potato, and in milk, partially
also in eggs and fi-h. I answer, the
chief food staples, in the present diete-
tic system, are almost entirely deficient
in brain and nerve building material.
In view of these (acts, is it a result to
be wondered at that the starving ner-
vous tissue in the overworked masses
attempts to satisfy an intolerable sense
of craving, of physical hunger, by the
use of stimulating poisons that tempo-
rarily supply the place of brain and
nerve food ? 1 answer, the cau-e of in-

temperance is based upon a fundamen-
tal error in Ihe present dietetic sv-tem.
Let it always be borne in mind that
stimulating brain poi-ons—alcohol, opi-
um and tobacco—temporarily supplv the
place of brain and nerve food. What
jis the remedy for intemperance ? I j
answer, nerve food—building material

i to supply the waste of the nervous tis-
sue in the masses. I answer, further, a
reform in the present popular system of
dietetics, by reducing the proportion of
fat and muscle forming element*, and
incroa-iug Ihe nerve and brain building
material in a proper ratio. Let the sup-
ply in each case meet the demand, and
no more. —Herald of Health.
THE OVKR-KXClTtMtirr OP IVIIRIII..

It is not without a shade of taebo- I
choly that wo notice in olmoot every 1
journal the ratted off a {altering in the
ranks ofhoaineza nen. Tkh iwttwW 1
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Contest ofGamb QmcxtjML—W*
give, the following account of a contest
between ftro Game Chicks it a recent
tourney in ffww Orleans. The birds
wkich fought worn tmv spectres as, a
wkiN nnd a blank en*. pelting the beam
al barely three pounds each. As soon
as they were let loose they rapidly ap-
proached each other, their feathers op,
arching nod tossing tbelFbeantiial necks
ith the grace and tho defianoe oln war
horse. ’They locked bills, and rising
together is one, they etmofteneuusly
darted' their sharp sputa and inflicted
and received two stabs. In this pre-
liminary encounter they seemed to mea-
sure and estimate each other’s resources
and to decide upon a line of tactics
which, upon their separating, was im-
mediately developed. The white bird
was evidently for forcing the battle: the
black bird bad resolved on adopting the
Fabian policy. He munediatelv began
to retreat, and the white bird followed
in rapid pursuit. Round and round the
ring they went. Whenever a favorable
opportunity occurred the black would
turn and have a pass with his antago-
nist. Both dealt and received terrible
blows. The white was the stronger of
the two. but the black had more wind
and could strike quicker. Now one and
now the other was the favorite with the
betters. When the fight had been in
progress for twenty minutes, in one of
the close enco-mters the white drove
his spur through the right eye of
the black, and the black stabbed
the white in the throat. Both were
becoming exhausted, but this did
not abate their ardor in the contest.
The black was at a disadvantage with
but one remaining eye, while the wound
in the thioat of the white commenced
to bleed internally. The two combat-
mts now came much oftener to close
quarters, and though one was blinded
md the other choking with coagulated

> blood, there was no relaxation in the
furious energy and bate with which
they fought.

At last it became apparent that the
black cock, blinded and overcome though
he was, must win the battle, as the white
could hut succumb to the fast accumu-
lating blood which was closing up his
hroat. In the battle of the man to man
there is a time when the conquered can
'ue for mercy, or when the generous
victor will extend it without asking.
The defeated gladiator might even hope
•hat a Roman audience would interpose
to save his life. Cruel man will some-
times pull one dog from offanother.
But for these little creatures there is no
mercy. They turn no appealing eye
tor succor, thev ask no quarter, they
know nothing hut to 'return blow for
blow while an atom of life or strength
is left to them. My heart was in my
throat while I looked for the end of the
combat. The white stood up gasping,
while the blood? foam flowing from his
mouth soiled (its pure white plume.
Feebly but bravely, as his strength
would permit, he maintained the con-
test. There was but three pounds of
flesh and bone, and yet it enshrined a
courage as sublime and heroic as that of
any knightly crusader. With one last
Wow the life went out, and it was not
till then that the proud feathers drooped
and the bead lay low.

)

God Knows Who Was Right.—A
numheroffederal soldiers during the late
war have determined to present Major
Thos. G. Jones, ofAla., a medal. Itwill
be remembered that Major Jones de-
livered a memorial address at Mnnt-

- gomery, Alabama, in 1874, which at-
tracted much attention at the time.—
Subsequently he visited Washington,

i where he was the recipient ol a dinner
gotten up by federal soldiers, on which
occasion he made a speech, in which he

i touchingly referred, among other things.
to an old Virginian, who had a son killed

i in each army, and after the war buried
them side by side in the old family
ground. On the monument he placed
the names of each, with the words,

i “God knows who was right.”
It is the intention ol those who have

the matter in charge to put in the centre
on one side of the medal a quotation
Irom the memorial address, as follows:
“The law which nerved these men to
die was graven on their inmost souls by
the finger of the Almighty.” On the
outer rim there willbe a quotation from
the dinner speech, as follows: “We
can bequeath our children nohler lega-
cies than discords and hates.” In tne
centre, below the middle, it i*intended
to put these words : “Honor to noble
foes is the warrior’s highest courage.”
On the reverse side there is to be a figure
of Peace, and this inscription : “Over
blighted faith, sealed by a warrior’s
grave, Truth. Mercy and Charity alone
should hover.” and below the follow-
ing: “God knows who was right."
On the outer rim is to be this inscrip-
tion : “Prom Union soldiers to Major
Thomas C. Jones, late G. $. A., for
manly words spoken on Memorial day
April. 1874, at Montgomery, Alabama. ’

Off- A great deal of the popular reli-
gion is illustrated by the story of the lit-
tle girl who. when she wanted to May
up a little longer, forced herself to get
into bed by crying “Rate!” which
frightened her so that she got between
the sheets as quickly as possible.

IffAhont the oldest Hide game of
draw we know of vae played whea

k Joshua rased Jenco, aad the follows of
As city wiska# ftty hadn't stayed ia.

Ovm Public Lanm.— At the recent
meeting al (he Natiaaal Academy of
Science in Washington, Major Powell
read a eery interesting paper on the
“Public Domain.” The following ex-

hic< m given by the New Ter*Gri-
lle divided the whole arap ofthe Un-

ited States into two parts, which he dies-
ignited as hadKid and arid. Tle humid I
portions aau tbm in Which the rainfall
<a anfiriant law the gorpaana of agweafc

Exeept a narrow strip on the Pacific
coast, the arid portion comprises all the
land weal of a line drawn through the
centres of Minnesota, east of Nebraska,
and near the centres of Kansas, Indian
Territory and Texas. The arid portion
nearly equals in area the humid portion.
Within the arid region there are locali-
ties of great fertility, in valleys watered
by streams; but the instances where the
fertility depends directlv upon rainfall
are exceedingly few. Wherever there
are streams in this region the fertility

1 can be much extended by irrigation.
The unsold public lands in the humid
region are almost wholly undesirable
property. In Florida there are 8.-
000.000 acres of this sort, including the
vast swamps ol the Everglades. In
Alabama there are 4,000,000, in Lou-
isiana. 5,000,000; in Mississippi, 3,375,-
000: these are chiefly on the coast line,
and are salt marshes. In Arkansas the
9,000,000 acres ofpublic lands are most-
ly a mountain region; in Michigan there
are acres of swamp and bar-
ren pine lands, and similarly objection-
able features characterise 5,000.000
acres in Wisconsin, 500,000 in lowa,
much of the 8 to 10 million in Minne-
sota, and about 2,000,000 in Washing-
ton Territory. Ofall the public land*
left unsold in the humid region the only
portions available for agriculture are

a small proportion of the Minnesota
lands.

The arid region of the United States
extends over 1.487.387 square miles; of
this nearly 700,000 square mile' may be
called a pasturage region: 310,000 e
mountain region; 125,000 desert lands;
the “bad laud',” nearly 100,000; timber
lands and plateau region, each about
75.000; canon and lava regions together,
about 100,000. The irrigable lands are
about 3 per cent, of the whole; that is.
those that are practicably irrigable from

' streams by the processes now in use.
A better system ofirrigation would large-
ly extend this area. In the great “pas-
turage region” of 700,000 square mile.-
water is scarce. It may perhaps be ob-
tained hereafter by digging artesian
wells. Even in its present condition

1 this “pasturage” area is by no means
valueless, though entirely unfit for use
as farming land.

Government sections of 160 acres that
* do not contain water are practically, or

at all events comparatively, worthless.
. All the good public lands fit for settle-

ment are sold. There is not left unsold
in the whole United States, ofland which
a poor man could turn into a farm.

’ enough to make one average county in
Wisconsin. The exception to this state-

ment. if it is open to any. may perhaps
j he found in Texas or Indian Territory;

elsewhere it is true. The homestead
plan can only be applied in the pastur-
age area after being so modified as to
include very much larger space than
now to a homestead, and to provide for
the abutment of some portion, in each
instance, upon a stream where flocks
can be watered.

Rp.collbctions or Don Quixote. —

Here are a few extracts from Don Quix-
ote :

Beauty in a modest woman is like a
fire or a sharp word at a distance; neith-
er does the one burn nor the other
wound those that come not too close to
them.

Keep your mouth shut and your eyes
open.

r The absent feel and fear every ill.
Self-praise depreciates.
The dead to the bier; the living to

good cheer,

i All women, lei them be ever so home -

: ly, are pleased to bear themselves cel-
i ebrated for their beauty.

Virtue is always more persecuted by
the wicked than beloved by the right-
eous.

Every one is the son ofhis own works.
Wit and humor belong to genius alone.
The wittiest person in a comedy is be

i who plays the bol.
We are all as God made us, and of-

tentimes a great deal worse.
We cannot all be friars, and various

are the paths by which God conducts
i us to Heaven.

It is easy to undertake, but more dif-
ficult to finish a thing.

The term is equally applicable to all
ranks—-whoever is ignorant is vulgar.

I By the streets of “Bv and By” one
arrives at the hoa*e of “Never.”

Between the "Tea” and “No”of a
woman I would not undertake to thrust
the point of a pin.

Other men’s pains are easily borne.
A bad cloak often covers a good drin-

ker.
Prar devoutly and hammer on stout-

ly. When a thing is once begun it Is
almost finished.

Lay a bridge of stiver for a flying en-

‘/he Jeet that gives pain is no jest.

IffIt makes a Nyack hag sick to
* look at the pictare erf a Turft and think
tjkatahjf Waikm

N0(
.. Vi

A Bacruqk.—lt tin earlier dim i
the gkHant bachelor ha* • pleasant tin
•1 it Hal*sought after ia aaHkf.lV ¦
oeive* invitationa by tin score; is pop*
ulac imou roan because, having a*
home ties, he is always at their dispo-
sal. Matrimony he shan’t, and rath*
etltnghs at. Heli food of ridlcullhf
Uni poar idiot* who has* '’ddM o
i#(ntsii)€ fitfinitioiit, MKi
themselves with the core of wives o*4
households. As he puls it, his aM
m Me W e msln IhwssN*
comfortable; and he does so.

Oo the other ha*d, married mea. f
he puts it. don't. Yet he by oo meow
shuns female society; on the contrary.

> he is fond of it.
He is the servant of avery attractive

woman he meets, and waits upon that*
all with irresistable politeness. Of
course, he is cognizant of his wonder*

i ful powers of attraction: in burst* of
1 confidence he willtell you that Wil-

dred is dying for me: but he is not such
: an idiot as to be caught, though the gfal
I is passable. In another burst of coo*

• fidence he willinform you that old Mrs.
• Moneybag* is working with all bet
f might and main to entrap him fhr bat

I dear littlepel, Flcrry. But he fa waft
I to be caged; tbe pain his indiffcreqcp

causes does not hurt him. He thinks
i it the finest thing in creation to flirt

f with a girl until the chase become* too
> hot. and then when she has succumbed

f to the magic of bis influence, to sud-
I denly drop her and betake himself ft
• other sweets.

I Such is th* gallant bachelor ia hi*
. palmy days. But by and by he grow*

i old and unattractive. He ceases to Ifa
I asked to parties, and haughty hcautie*
I learo to turn up their noses whea ha

• supplicates for their favor. Ha as
t obliged to make room for younger h-
I vals.

I People drop him and laugh a him,
> because he is vain and selfish, and con*

i linues to hanker after admiration: they
hold his litlla foiblea up to ridicula;

> they use him when it suits them.
i Perhaps there is no man more hope*
> lessly alone in the world than the gal-
. lant bachelor who has outlived the
< pleasures of youth and turned fifty.—
i The old ties that rendered lile dear
i to him. snap one by one, and none form
s to take their place. He is a social fail*
. ure, and has no one bat biniselt to blame
t tor it* .

i Is his example worth imitating? On
¦ the whole young men would do better

. to love and marry, as did their fathers
) before them.
s

I

r A Miantaors Ssa Flowcr.—On*
, of the exquisite wonders of the sea is

r called the opelet, and ia about a* large
ss the (ierman aster, looking indeed
very much like one. (marine a very

, large double aster, with ever so many
. long petals of a light green, glossy a*

, satin, and each one tipped with rose rotor,
. These lovely petals do not lie quietly
f in their places, like those of the aster
, in your garden, but wave about in tb*
f water, while the opelet cling* to a rock,

t How innocent and lovely it look hn IU
t rocky bed I Who would suspect that

) it would eat anything grosser thaa
dew or sunlight ?

*

But those beautiful,
wnvmg arm*, as you cal! them, have use
besides looking. They have to provide

L for a large open mouth, which i* hidden
, down deep among them—so hidden that

' one can scarcely find them. Well do
I they perfo-m their duty, for the instant

a foolish li;t!e fish touches one of the
rosy tips he is struck with poison as fae
tal to him a* lightning. He immediate*
ly becomes numb, and in a moment
stops struggling; and then the other

’ beautiful arms wrap tkemselves around
, him and he is drawn into the huge,

, greedy mouth, and is seen oo more.—
Then the lovely arms unclose and wava

j again in the wa>.r looking as innocent
j and harmlA* as though they had nev*

f er touched a fish.
I
. Th* Weight or a Bushel.— The

following table shows the number of
s pounds of various articles contained in
f a bushel :

> Wheat, sixty pounds.
: Corn, shelled, fifty-six pounds.
> Corn, on the cob. seventy pounds.

r Rye, fifty-six pounds.
t Oats, thirty-two pounds,
i Barley, forty-eight pounds,

f Buckwheat, fifty-six pound*.
_

Irish potatoes, fittv pounds,
t Sw*et potatoes, sixty pounds.
I Onions, fifty-seven pounds.

Bean*, sixty pounds.
Bran, twenty pounds,

f Clover seed, sixty pounds,
r Timothy seed, forty-five pounds. *•

Hemp seed, forty-five pound*.
f Blue gra*s seed, fourteen pounds.

Dried peaches, thirty-three pounds.

r
r uicr stood once upon tbe beach of a w%*

1 tenng place near an old man arid his
’ j wife, who were viewing the ocean for

, the first time. '‘What pussies ai#.’*
I said the old lady, “is the perpetual

. 1 movement of tbe sea—tbe waves the

.! tide." “Madame "said Monniersolemn-
r ly, ‘ that motion is produced by the fish.

I they wiggle about a good deal. Mid
, wag their taxis violently. Thai c*u**

j the waves. W’hen they get tired of
swimming near the shore they eQ
retired simultaneously, end tbe sea fal-
low* them. That causes the tide.”

f
i "Decollate.’ ifwe may believe the
I Buffalo £awtu, pees* “Becks to noth*
¦ “f

jf*


