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Plow raftings* &c.
'¦’’HK subscribers baring purchased tbi foun-

-1 dry, pa Itarat, stock, Ac., of lie late Am-
itroM A *>., coaaMninfr the aae with their

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL,

crlawer price* than arer, a superior atock o

Stoves, Firnen, laws, le.
Alto, tbeir popular

‘.Fir©PI aoeHeatera
% bleb bare aerer at yet been cqaalled.

Tbaakful forpatt farora, we hope by ttrletat
aatioa to tbe waatt of the psblic, to merit a
oatinaance oftame.

B. C. 8188 k SON,
Ware bout* and Salesrooms,

SB and 41 Light Si.,
L i- BALTIMORE.

foundry at Port Deposit, Md.
Joe aS, 18TB—7m.

VICK’S
¦ Illistrated Flint Glide.

A beautiful work of ISO Pagan, One Colored
Flower Plate, sad 500 Illuaf rations, with descrip-
tioat of ibe beat flowers and regctsblea, with price
of tftdt, aad bow to grow them. Allfor a Firs
Cnrr Stamp. In English or Oertaaa.

vick's Seeds are the best in the world. Fin
Cam for pottage will by ibe Flosal Gcidb, tel-
llap bow to gel them.

Tbe Flower and Vegetable Garden. ITS Paget,
81a Obtorad Platen, and many hundred Rngrar-
lags, ibe S cents la paper corers: fl.00 in
aiegaat cloth. la Oerama or Raglith.

Vick’s Illustrated Monthly Magatiac—3l Pa-

&s Colored Plate la ererr number and many
Bagrarlags. Prim $1.15 a year; Fire Copies

for VS.SO. Specimen Numbers teat for 10 cents;
S trial copies for 15 cents.

Address. JAMES VICI, Rochester, K. T.
Jaa , ISSO—St.

TAItORINC.
HThHE undersigned respectfully inform hit
4 friends and the public la general that be

has jest received a large and beautiful assort-
ment ofGOODS for tbe purpose ofselling salts
by sample, which be will guarantee at Balli-
sters prices. Persons wishing to purchase, will
do wait by calling on him before going alaawbera.
Salts made ap la tbe latent styles aad at tbe
•barteat notice.

C. W. ABMBWORTH T,
©•til, ISTMa. Tailor.

~!¦ .V."U !¦—J- !.L ¦ .SB?

NONCE.
AIXparsons indebted to Herbert F. Moor* on

Hotel aoeonat arc notified that ifsettlements
art not made with him, by cash or its eqaira-
les t, on or before January Ist, ItSO, said la-
dsbtadasss willba placed la the way orisga) col-
lection, without regard to parsons.

HERBERT P. MOORE,
Dae d.ltT9. Moore’s Hotel.

For Bale or Rent •

THE STORE-HOUSE" and >^rn—

LOT, known as the Her A MBlft
muiS

oltanraforaaieor wfIIbe rented.
Pamssloa given the Ist ofJaaaary, ISBO. Ap-
ply to

T. f. TATES, Baacoii Oflke,
May 19. UTS—tf. Leoaardtowa

FOR THE SENATE’
Messrs. EditorsTbe friends of E. JOHN-

SON COLTON knowing Ms sterling worth aad

bhiMW** candidate the Senate of
Maryland at ibe neat election (>881) sod say, tf
ba willbaaoußO a candidate, be willba warmly

Move you read the
price in Alcol-

umn f

% ""

fCommunicated.
Oaktilkb, Jaa. 10, 1880.

Memrt. Editor§:—While reading the
report of the contested election case in
poor lease of tbe Ist Instant. I was sur-
prised to Sad that aU admission* of wit-
nesses militating against Mr. Mattingly
bed been excluded, and much of tbe
read ao warped a* to give it ao entirely
different meaning, in fact, I do not

could bte been publir
your professions ol fair dealing sincere,
we are forced to belie ve that yourreporter
was interested in tbe case, and resorted
to this petty subterfuge to give bis ibd*
low case some show of n foundation.

In reviewing, yon have some of the
i witnesses testifying that tickets were

' token from colored voters by Judge Mil-
burn, when their admimuono show that
no force or threats were used. Tbe
tickets were simply given to Milhorn.
and be gave them others in return.
One of them testified that ha wrote
Mattingly’s name on thirty or more re-

j publican tickets for colored men at tbeir
j request. Too forgot to say that be also

| testified that he did not displace Graves’
; but Holmes’ from tbe ticket, aa the col-
’ ored men wished to vote for Graves.
! who was a republican, and opposed
j Holmes because he had been a demo-
; crat. One witness testified that Judge
; MUborn showed him several tickets
I which be Milbnrn said be bad captured
* at tbe polls. He thought one or two
, of them had Mattinghr’s name on them.
I Your report conveyed the idea that bis
! name was on all of them.

Concerning those witnesses, who say
3 that standing around Ibe polls canva**-

5 ing for votes by party leaders, is intim-
> idotioo or unlawful interference, little
* need be said. It has been a custom I

judge ever since elections were held,
ana will be until tbe end of time.
Democratic leaders do it, and if lawful
for them, why not for others! They
ran threaten to sell men’s property, re-
fuse to allow them to work tbeir land if
they do note tbeir ticket—tear up men’s
tickets, when they do not suit, and give
them others. Yet all this is lawful.
But republicans most do and say noth-
ing 1 Colored men are alraid of them !

Can they say what they fear r Have
any threats been made ? No one beard
of*any. And those mCn when pressed
to name some who were thus intimida-
ted, found their list very limited, not
more than two or three, I think, forci-
bly reminding us of tbe young loz-
hunter of an adjoining county and his
seven foxee, which a little cross-exam-
ination dwindled to an idea that one had
crossed the field.

All reasonable and fair-minded men
consider tbe last election a fair expres-
sion ofHie popular wiH.and this attempt
to overrule the will of the People will
bear its legitimate fruit. The people
are not fools if many of them are ignor-
ant, and there is t love of fair play that
wiH not brook such tricks. The Amer-
ican idea is not to ask ifa man ipoor
or rich, not to ask concerning a man’s
parentage, but to know if he is honest,
faithful and capable. And any other
standard by which to judge a man is
but a fossil cut from tbe barbaric rock
of feudalism.

We occasionally hear an opinion ex-
pressed that colored men have littleor
no interest in public affairs—that a man
who receives most of the democratic
votes ia endorsed by those whose inter-
est is most involved. Now I would
like for some of those men to explain
that idea. A man’s life, liberty and
character arc certainly dear to him.
Property is bat an accessory, the pos-
session of which of coarse is desirable,
but it by no means gives any man the
right to control tbe actions of another
against his will. 1 have been taught to
believe that he who earns only his food
and raiment in any honest manner, he
be white or colored. Is infinitely more
to be respected and baa the public in-
terest more at heart than he who squan-
ders tbe hard earnings of some ances-
tor in grog-shops and gambling-hells.

And in conclusion, Messrs. Editors,
willsay, that it sounds absurd to hear
such men prating about colored men
having no interest in public affairs,
their ignorance and the Hberahlv of the
whites in educating coloted Children,
when a little scrutiny willreveal the
fact that them very men owe what ed-
ucation they have to the labor of the
colored race. And after we deduct
what tbe class of whites, whom some
ofour would-be political leaders affect
to despise and deem unfit for any posi-
tion of profit and trust, we can safely
credit the balance of the wealth, pro-
gress and material interest ol this coun-
ty to tbe colored man’s labor.

M.

| Communicated.
Fbbb land, Pa., Jan. 0, 1880.

Door Bootorn:
OM Sal has mads bis daily round,

Aad dropped lata lbs west.

Aa^E< 2^2?^2 l^j^e<s,
And while 1 dream over my pipe, and
watch the smoke ascend in circling
clouds, and float off on the sringa of the
wind, my mind runs back on the thread
ol time, to tbe day*ofyore. How plea-
sant it is to retire to tone secluded spot,
•r nook, where silence reigns, away
Irons tbe noise and bustle of the world,
and retrospect the past ? Mnthmks I
sen myseH a boy again, with puerile
hq*s, fears and aspirations, treading

of dear old St Mary ’s.
The Old Vctr ha* fiownfeamms, gad

Two days sgo, with 4uoa|, fteadag fgp***

ggTffig At mg. 4
So (Mile, ysSsOii to fiur. , ,vtr; • ' -^p*

' 41 .

Wt Isvt toikAtor ytt, aoe tm*
Bvt mmmb flHMtt fevrr Impt wlhhq

r
Sto win sot miss <**oust

• A ta< -i— Mta atinr*iil-—S.

w| ! uot, v meow, wm imj iia w% ||,:

Our frier d of(Hands lies AH ofnot;
Mo sorrow rankles m her breast,

FsOeo f. w sm ¦
Sbt*wskes and laughs above;
To-d*/, si shi walked, Ist as walk ia love;

To sserrsw follow so.

litSdisea Zltetric *-tga

Mr. Edison has on nhiMiM at his
residence the electric lights, which are
kepi constantly horning. The New
York -Sit* thus describes the scene on
New Tear’s Day:

So maos people visited Menlo Park
on New Year’s Day that tears were at
one time entertained that their weight
would break down the second floor of
tbs frame building, which is Edison’s
laboratory and workshop, where they
all congregated. And some of them be-
haved very badly. Eight electric lamps
were stolen. One clumsy fellow got
his feel eotongled in the rubber hose
constituting a part of the delicate appa-
ratus for obtaining a vacuum ia the
bulbs, and. in blundering his way out,
tore down and destroyed the apparatus.
A malicious rascal was caught trying
to destroy the current and put oat the
lights by putting a piece of metal across
the exposed connecting wires. When
be was bounced out, be orother fellows
of his kind tore down some of the con-
necting wires outside and stole the
lamps. Even kind, patient, and good-
natured Edison was angry before the
day ended, and perhaps his iil humor
was slightly helped by the knowledge
that an inebriated pseudo scientist was
in the crowd vilifying him and belit-
tling the result achieved. Yesterday
Edison’s good humor had returned, but
there was much greater care and pru-
dence in admittingvisitom to the laborato-
ry. The lights yet glowed steadily si! day
and night. Some oF them have now
been burning 318 hours, and are as

licly said, that some of the lamps
are burning less brilliantly than when
first set up. Some are less brilliant
than others, but what they are at the
beginning they continue until the end.
I be explanation of the variance is very
simple. Thus far the processes of car-
bonizing the little paper horseshoes has
been necessarily inexact, and, conse-
quently, imperfect They are made by
hand, and practically carbonized by
guess. It ia intended that each shall
have a resistance of 100 ohms, but they
may be 95 or 105 ohms without making
any material diffidence. When, how-
ever, the resistance rises to 120.0 r 130
ohms, as it easily may because of im-
perfect carbonization, a more powerful
current is required to produce the de-
sired incandescence than that regulated
for the lamps having the lesser -quanti-
ties of resistance. Out of ten carbon
horseshoes made by present processes,
six only are good. All this willbe re-
remedied in a few days, as soon as some
m*hinery, now being made, is got to
work.

After Mr. Edison had given the fore-
gomg explanation, he was asked about
a further affirmation that, inasmuch as
one-milliooth part pf atmospheric air
remained in the glass bulbs, the des-
truction of the carbon horseshoes was
inevitable. He laughed at it and said :

"Mr. Crooks, the London scientist, the
discoverer of the radiometer, is the
father of high vacuo, and it is from read-
mg bis experiments and adaption to our
uses the valuable knowledge he gamed,
that we have been enabled to get this
result. Our air pump is a combination
ol the Geister and Sprengei apparatu-
ses. All the difference is that we have
made changes which reduce the time
down from forty hours to one hour and
a half to obtain a vacuum so nearly per-
fect that only one-millionth of atmos-
pheric air is left. It we kept on we
could get it down to one-halt that, but
it is not necessary. It Is ridiculous to
say that in that proportion of air there
is enough oxygen to cause the destruc-
tion of the carbon.

The process of making the lamps is
very interesting. Each is blown in two
parts, one a small bulb and tube, the
other a large bulb and tube. In the
first, two platinum wires, each with n
minute vise on the end, are hermetical-
ly sealed by means of the blowpipe.
Then the large one is, in like manner,
sealed over the small one, after ike car-
bon horseshoe has heea clamped in the
vises. Two are connected by tubes
about three inches long which join in a
single tube, through which the air is
extracted from both. Then each is
sealed off while it is yet attached to the
air-pump and m afterward finished up
in the glass bouse. Notwithstanding
the great amount of skilled hand labor
now required on these little lamps, Mr.
Edison says that so much about (hem
can be made by machinery that he con-
fidently expects to produce them at a
cost ofnot more than 39 cents apiece.

The conducting wires are cofperi a
little smaller than ordinary iron tele-
graph wire, and one pair of such wires
new run one-fourth ol a mile from the
generators, support eighteen lamps, and
would supply n number more, ifdesir-
ed. Copper is used because it is cheap- j
•r for the pOrpore than iron; but should ‘

doubtless, bean on bis golden pii>uMM

moments we would live overngnin; hwt
he spends on, and while we would fin-
ger on the brink to contemplate Ms re-
treating form, the New Tear bursts upon

With the impression that a few lines
from these mountain peaks would in-
terest some of your readers, Ihave ven-
tured to address yon, hoping that you
willview tbe imperfections and incon-
sistencies through charitable glasses.

est and please one wbo has never visi-
ted this part of the globe. Bat to pre-
sent H In an acceptable form and en-
gaging style requires thought and a
trained pen.

Situated on a mountain, in tbe centre
of a vast coal region, (tbe extent ot
which is unknown) Preeland enjoys
many advantages, aad is destined to
figure prominently in tbe municipal
world. Atpresent it is a nucleus, around
which tbe malcontents and superfluous
growth of all climes gather and worship
at the shrine of Bacchus. Such a min-
gling and commingling, ifyou please,
of all nationalities ! I would say one,
nrilh all tbe eyes of Argus, might travel
pole to pole and never see.

Tbe weather on these mountains ia
very changeable indeed. Pedestrians
are chased indoors one moment by a
driving, sweeping, bowling, rushing,
crushing snow storm, and the next Old
Sol unveils his face and looks down
with a bright, cheering, animating and
reassuring smile, and they sally forth
again, determined to satiate their per-
ambulatory propensities. Rock* and
mountain* vie with each other for the
ascendency; and metbinka, were they
to roll against each other, mother earth
would snake to the centre. Trees grow
on solid rocks, but don’t attain a large
size. Goats browse on the slopes, ram-
ble over tbe mountains, and slake their
thirst in tbe clouds. Towns dot the
country for miles around, with a popu-
lation running from one thousand to ten;

They spring up like mushrooms, and
some have but the life of the epheme-
ral fly. The soil ia very fertile, but
rocks enter largely into its composition
and render it difficult of cultivation.
Coal is the chief product, and engage*
the muscle and brain of the land. Coal-
breakers loom up before yp u like black
monsters from the pamlenroninm,* and
cast their unsightly shadows over the
land. Standing at tbe mouth ol a pas-
sage that leads down into the mines,
whose dense, sulphurous smoke darkens
the skies, one is struck with the resem-
blance they bear to Charon, as drawn
by the pen of Virgil. And tbe mines
might be termed the infernal dominions.
For many enter them and never return
to this world again.

In conclusion, I venture to state that
the inhabitants oftheae mountains would
be as much surprised, and as badly
frightened, at tbe sight of a negro up
here, as the Romans .were at the ap-
pearance of the comet, supposed to be
tbe ghost of Julius Cesar, armed with
fire and vengeance.

Marylander.

Perthshire Stories.— Many stories
lone current in and about Perth appear
in Mr. Drummond’s book. Thus we
have the story of the presentation of a
claret jog to a gentleman wbobad helped
to keep up a corps of volunteers. There
was a dinner—not a mere ’’service of
fruits and cake,” such as intervenes
between two ’’diets of worship,” but a
real dinner—and tbe jug was in the
centre of the table. The chairman had
well studied bis subject, and was pre-
pared with • great speech; but at tbe
critical moment the speech failed him,
and be could but utter tbe words,
“Yon’s the joog.” The proud recipient
stood up in turn, in turn cast about lor
a speech that had made itself wings,
and sat down with tbe words, “Is yon
tbe joog?”

The Laird of Macnab supplies Mr.
Drummond with some quaint stones.
This is that Highland chieftain wbo
over-rode bis pony one year at Leith
races: and when a wag asked him next
year whether it was the same pony,
exclaimed, “No! but it’s tbe same
whup!” end knocked him down there-
with.

Every one has beard how the moth-
er ofDavid Baird, when she heard that
her son with some other British sol-
diers, bad been captured aad chained
together two-and-two in India, exclaim-
ed : “Ipity tbe puir ehtel that’s chained
.to our Davie !’*

Another man weH known In Perth-
shire, James Moray, of Abercairney,
provides some good stories. On one
occasion be chanced to see two saw-
yers on his estate measuring tbe planks
they bad sawn. They measured across
one aide of a plank, tamed it over and
measured across the other side. Aber-
cairney bided his time tillthey ap-
peared’ ia his business room with their
bill. He took out a coin, put his thumb
on it, and counted “One, then tamed
it over, pat his thumb on it again, aad
counted “Two;” end so aa with other
coins till be bad brought out half the
amount charged, when he sent the saw-
yers about their business. —Pmll Moll
Gssetfe.

“Heaven bns about no in our infan-
cy,” says the poet. Tea, and our neigh-
bors Ue about us when we grow op.

“NoI Algernon, ©nr. I anv that the
bov shall not be brought np on tbe bot-
tle. Look at hi? grandpa’s wore ”

.

its price go above thirty cents per pound,
iron will he substitute!.

"Crack one ol these glass bulbs in
whack a light is burning,” says Mr. Ed-
won, "and in less than an apprecinble
space of time the light would have van-
ished. The carbon would be consumed
• quick as the oxygen of the air had
nraebed it- You may break it in pow-
der or nitro-glycerine and its fire will
#no harm. I wtH give fire hundred
dollars to anybody who willset fir* to

Even when the little horseshoe win
glowing most brightly one could handle
the bulb around it without discomfort.

Visitors are warned not to enter the
room where the dynamo-electric ma-
chine is at work, bat they go ia all the
same. Several valuable watches have
already been spoiled by (be electricity
reaching their works; and one lady, on
New Year’s Day. stopping down to look
at something near the machine, was
horrified by seeing all her hairpins dart-
ing from her beau to the generator, be-
side which she was.

da Irish Branch tfPremiss Csss.

In the Queen’s Bench. Dublin, last
week, a case was beard In which Mias
Annie O’Dwyer, a young lady of pre-
possessing appearance, aged 33 years,
sued Mr. Patnok Macguire lor damages,
laid at £2,000, for alleged breach of
promise to marry. There were no let-
ters, the courtship being between two
next-door neighbors, was carried on ver-
bally. Miss Annie O’Dwyer, the plain-
tiff, deposed to the circumstances and
proved the making of the promise. In
reply to Mr. Heron, Q C., witness said
she was constantly in the habit of pas-
sing her evenings in company with her
five sisters at defendant’s bouse, and
dancing with him. Did you ever ask
him to dance the Highland fling? I
never did, but my sister might have
done so, because be said be bad been
taught by a professor to dance it. ( A
laugh.) Did be never kiss you ?—Yea.
Did one of your sisters ever push you
towards him in order that be might kiss
you ? No. I believe you got his pho-
tograph ? Yes. Miss Kate O’Dwyer,
a sister of the plaintiff, stated that the
defendant often stayed on a ladder or
on the lop of a wall from nine o’clock
jo(he morning to eight o’clock in the
evening chatting to her sister. Patrick
Maguire, the defendant, stated that he
never invited the Misses O’Dwyer into
his bouse. The gate between bis prem-
ises and the O’Dwyers’ was closed by
a latch and a spring lock. Once he
found a cork placed so that the spring
lock could not act, but that people could
come from O’Dwyers’ into hit house.
He never asked Miss O’Dwyer to mar-
ry him. He never kissed her. He ie-
coilected one of her sisters while they
were in his kitchen pushing the plain-
tiffover towards him. He did not kiss
her on that occasion. Did not ever pot
a ladder against the wall as described
by Miss Kate O’Dwyer. The wall
was too narrowfor a person to stand on it.

Cross-examined by Mr. M’Laughlin.
Never bad any particular liking for the
girl. Did often ask girls in to play mi

his piano. Mr. M’Laugblin read the
following letter: "Mr. Maguire re-

{rets having to decline a meeting with
lisa O’D., as be believes their last

meeting was a final one.” Witness
further stated that he owned thirteen
bouses in various parts of the city. He
never kissed a young girl to his life.—
Mr. William Griffin, examined by Mr.
M’Laughlin—Did you ever think that
Mr. Maguire tampered with the affec-
tions of Miss O’Dwyer?—No, nor did I
expect it. You are a friend of Mr. Ma-
guire’*?— Yes, of fifteen veers’ stand-
ing. There waa a "tiff”between you
aud him about the pinning ofa handker-
chief to his tail ?—To bis coat skirts,
sir. I never knew be had a tail until 1
beard it in this court. (Loud laugh-
ter.) He wav made a perfect bare of.
(Continued laughter.) How did Miss
O’Dwyer come to walk out with you ?

She and her sisters several times ran
after us. Was not your conduct very
like giving them encouragement?—l
think not. But you said they ran after
?ou ?—Ob, the? never ran after me.—
lam a married man. (A laugh.)

Mr. Maguire said he did not want
them, and he asked me, as an old married
man—(laughter) to tell them so. I did
tell Miss Benjamin—. Who ia she? She
i*called “Benjaro” after Mr. Benjamin
Disraeli—l beg your pardon, the Earl
of Beaconsfieid—(loud laughter)—be-
cause she is such a clever diplomatist
—(loud laughter) and the plain-
tiffwas called "Gladstone” as being a

rd ataleswoman. I asked him what
thought of Miss O’Dwyer? And

now ityour Lordship will permit me. I
will tell you what Mr. Maguire said.—
Mr. Justice Barry—Well, let us hear il.
Witnea* (with some solemnity)—Well,
my lord, be said she waa a 'little too
bud in the jaw lor him. (Loud laugh-
tei.) The defendant was recalled at
the request of the jury, and in reply to
a question said—On some occasions
when the plaintiffwas at my bouse there
was dancing, and I used to dance with
her and her sisters as well. A juryman
—Did you ever dunce the "Highland
Fling? ’ I did to the best of my abili-
ty. (A laugh.) Mr. M’Bobbie—And
what did they say > Witness—They
said 1 could not dance It correctly—-
(laughter) and one of them said she
would show It to me, and she attempted
to do so and ran a tilt against me, and
bobbed her lace against mine. (Loud

; laughter.) The jorv after a long ab-
| fence returned with n verdict for the
defendant.

• ’ ‘ jMSS&K. W m
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The'custom ot throwing a shoe after
a departing and just wedded couple w
of very ancient origin. We find it pre-
vailing among nil mtiona that nib not
habitually bare-footed. The ancient
Roman rather was accustomed to take
off hi* sandal and Hurl It at his daugh-
ter and her new. husband as the chariot
bearing them departed from the front
door and toojk the rosd to Bik. In the

inf the lives of the bride and bride-
groom, and benca (be slipper of the
bride's mother came into use as a sub-
stitute. In modern times still another
departure from the original custom of
throwing the paternal sandal has been
made, and, as a general rule, a spare
shoe of the bride herself it thrown af-
ter her. There is, however, no strict
and invariable rule as to the matter, and
any sort and sex of shoe may be thrown
without affecting the general lack that
is believed to be inherent in the cere-
mony. Thus, where shoes are scarce
and costly, old india-rubber over-shoes
have been thrown with excellent re-
sults. and occasionally an old horseshoe
has beed pressed into service, doubt-
less with the hope that the occult vir-
tue notoriously belonging to ail horse-
shoes would noite in a cumulative man-
ner with the luck inseparable from or-
dinary shoe-throwing.

Antiquarians have labored to ascer-
tain the real origin of this curious cus-
tom, but without much success. By
some it hvs been maintained that, as bare-
footednes* is a symbol of poverty, shoes
are thrown alter brides and grooms as
the expression of a wish that they may
never be in lack of shoes, or, in other
words, in a state of poverty. This is
evidently n far-fetched and unsatisfac-
tory explanation, and it hardly deserves
refutation. Shoe-throwing is unques-
tionably symbolic, but how the Roman
father, when be threw his number ten
sandal alter his daughter, could there-
by indicate that be hoped her private
supply of sandals would never ruo low,
it is difficult fo see.

When we remember that in (he ear-
liest ages it was always the paternal
sandal or boot which was thrown, and
that the use of the female shoe or slip-
per was merely a matter ofconvenience,
we at once gain a clue to the meaning
of the custom. Beyond any doubt, in
ancient as well as modern times, the
lover who was displeasing to the stern
father lived in dread of the avenging
sandal. Many a young Roman has shot
suddenly into the evening street, urged
to that swift retreat by the right sandal
of the strong-limbed lather, who from
bis front step surveyed with sardonic
smile the result of bis exercise ot pater-
nal rights.

Thus Augustas Cesar probably hinted
to the gilded youth of Rome that the
fair Julia waa not permitted to sit up
and burn gas alter 9 o’clock; and per-
haps, with like arguments the solemn
Pompents pointed out to Claudius that
he could not visit Pompeia with-
out first joiningthe Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association aud abandoning bis dis-
solute courses.

When the Roman father finally con-
sented to accept a suitor for his daugh-
ter’s hand and permitted them to marry,
it waa eminently proper that he should,
in some public and significant way an-
nounce that he bad kicked that particu-
lar young man for the last time, and that
thenceforth the natural relations between
his sandal and his son-in-law were forev-
er at an end. In what way could he do
this more conspicuously than by taking
offhis sandal and throwing it alter the
son-in-law as he departed in company
with bis bride to spend the honeymoon
at Bate? This, then, is the meaning of
shoe-throwing in all its varied forms.—
The father proclaims that for the last
time bis foot-covering seeks in baste
the person of bis soo-in-law, and that,
having cast far from him the sandal or
shoe—as the case maybe—he will nev-
er resume it for offensive purposes.

With the substitution, (or reasons al-
ready mention, of the comparatively
light female shoe for the heavy mascu-
line boot ol the middle ages, the mean-
ing of the custom waa soon forgotten.
People assumed that in some vague
way the flying shoe brought good luck
to the wedded pair. The antiquarians,
when investigating the custom have
forgotten that originally only the pater-
nal sandal was thrown, and instead of
inquiring why the Roman father threw
bis sandal, have tried to find why the
modern father, mother, sister, or friend
of the family throws all sorts of shoes.
Of course, they have tailed, as all sci-
entific inquirers must fail who do not
first of ait reduce the equation which
they are investigating to its simplest
terms.

It is a question whether It is worth
while to keep up a custom concerning
the meaning ot which such profound ig-
norance prevails. There is at least one
man—colored gentleman, Knoxville,
Tenn-—-who is decidedly opposed to
shoe-throwing.

On the occasion of bis recent mar-
riage, a spare shoe belonging to the bride
was thrown at the carriage in which
the, her husband, her married sister,

I and three children were sealed. The
| shoe, which was fifteen, and one of enor-
| mon* weight, struck the bridegroom on
! the nose, glanced from that slight rim-
' tion and bit the bride in the eye, and..
pursuing Us devastating career, smote

the three children with terrific force
The indignant bridegroom threw down

, the reins, sprang from the wagon, and, j1
drawing a large and heavy whitewash

NO. 81

- —*
-

bro-h fromunder the aeat.“cleaned oat,**
to Use the express ion offbo local reporter,
the entire wedding party, including the
bnde’ii lather and mother. The event
coat a gloom over the colored society
of Knoxville, and the Louisville praam,
in commenting upon it, urge* the dan*
get that most accompany the custom
of shoe-throwing among Chicago and
81. Loots people of every shade ef col-
or and rank in society, when the shoe

The Da cam and Puoleh.—A wU
known and esteemed Edinburgh advo-
cate. now dead, used sometimes to relate
the following:

While at school, one ofthe studies in
which he was most success Ail was
mathematics. Daring the last sessions
of his school-life he was trying hard for
one ol the mathematical prises. Anoth-
er youth and himself were running a
a neck-and-oeck race for the coveted
honor. On regular recurring days tha
boys in the class were set problems la
work out in a given time. Each of tha
rivals had done all the exercises cor-
rectly np till almost the end ofthe tarm.
At length our boy was (airly bailed by
one problem— the last that was required
to be done. By no amount of labor am)
pains could he succeed in solving it.
On the evening be for- the day on which
the exercises were to be given in, he
bad pus tied si the obdurate problem
late into the night At last, still com-
pletely baffled, and mentally and bodily
wearied by bis long work, he gave way,
bov-like, to a flood of tears of vexation
and mortification, and in this state went
to bed. During the night he dreamed
that be was again engaged in solving
the problem, and that he worked it out
rapidly and easily to what he felt sure
Was the correct result. Then a deep
and dreamless slumber succeeded, which
lasted (ill morning. When the boy rosy,
instead of there remaining to him only a
confused recollection of havingdreamed
about working at the problem, he sat
down, snd there and then solved the
exercise without the slightest difficulty.
The sequel of the story was, I think,
that the two boys were bracketed equal,
snd that each, therefore, received a
priae— Chamber'9 Journal.

Th* Distraint Law.— A memorial
has been prepared in Charles county, to
be presented to the Legislature, in re-
lation to some of the hardships of (he

present distraint law. It proposes to
amend the “law so astocompei the land-
lord upon making a distraint to leava
withthe tenant a tchedule ofthe proper-
ty levied on, and let (he tenant have the
right to take said schedule before the
nearest magistrate and have it entered on
his docket, and ifthe tenant wishea, to
•opersedc for -is months. Such an ar-
rangement could work no injustice to
the landlord, while it would save the
tenant from utter ruin." The petition
says “(be law could be so amended se
to let the distraint be, alien on '.be prop-
erly until the expiration of (he super-
sedeas or its payment.”

In Speaking of the petition the Inde-
pendent any 9 :

"Vie have long had doubts about tha
wisdom ol our system of distraints,
which has come down to us with all
the hardships and barbarisms of the
feudal ages, when tenants were but little
better than slaves, and writ bound not
only to work the lands ol the Lords of
the Manor, but to render personal ser-
vice in lime of war. In our profession-
al experience we have seen so many
cases of hardship that at times we have
been almost prepared to advocate the
abolition of tbe whole system, as a relio
of barbarism, not suited to our age or
institutions. Perhaps this would be 100
radical. But we are certain something
ought to be done to mitigate its seven-
ty.'

She DiacatMiNarco.—X.. traveling
through Britsiny, asks an old woman
who is peddling crosses and medals at
a church-perch the price of a certain
trinket.

“Is it for your wife or your sweet-
heart ?" she asks.

‘Tor my sweetheart,” replies X., not
precisely seeing the drift of her ques-
tion.

“Ten francs.”
“Ten frincs—phew !’* says X., turn-

ing on bis heel.
“Come back, come back,” cries Iba

woman; “take it for three. You’ve
been lying to me. though; yon have no
sweetheart—if it bad been for tier you'd
have bought it st once without regard
to tbe prices.”

“I'll take it—here are your three
francs.”

“You haven’t a wife either—if it had
been for her you’d have beaten me down
to two francs. Oh, you men, you men!”

gCf-Last night’s mail brought a poem,
beginning:

Why doth Julia hide her fere
Within her 'ke .hisf w .he?

What sorrow doth the tear-drops scad
To din her eyes’ rain light?

Of course we can’t decide this ques-
tion until alter writing to Julia, but
tbe chances are that she is going to
sneeze.

air of Taxes is said to he a
sere cure for rheumatism. Steal a

1 mule tbe day alter your arrival in the
¦ Stake, and yoa will never have any
more pains in your bones.

A physiogomUt rays that large ears
denote which la probably

j the res-on why a mole squanders Ida
hind legs.


