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this anti-republican and undemocratic
nsnrpatioi.Jof the p.*ople's right*. Sir,
this whole system is bottomed upon a

plausible but vicious theory, namely,
that this Government is simply 1 vast

mechanical contrivance to be worked
independently of the people by a
trained band of professionals, rather
than a flexible hut effective instru-
mentality for the protection and ben-
efit of the people dependent for its
preservation and chaiacter alone upon
the affectionate interest and intelligent
sapport of an interested constituency.

Sir, 1 am against this civil service
"I'yM 1 1 •¦Jivo.'r.-Ks flu \i-iov-

ernment from the people, and sooner
or later, ifpersisted in. will render the
people indifferent to the Government.
No device however artfully contrived
willever become an elfe-tivv' substi-
tute for that “eternal vigilance' which
alone can guarantee the preservation
of popular liberty. In the vigorous

amhhealthy administration of execu-

tive trusts no more subtle but 1 adiy
ingredient can be injected than a
divisioi of responsihilitv. Ih *p .;i-i-

--bility suouhl always he coupled indis-
solubly and unmistakably with power.

This scheme pretentious l.n* incoti-
sistent with self, establishes th ¦ ahs .i 1
proposition of holding the head of a

Department responsible for the doings
of his inhordin tes while denying him
discretion in selecting them. He an 1
his party are held responsible for Un-
faithful, honest, and etlieiont porfur
mance of the public work, and yet his
hands ?.re tied in the choi e of his
instruments. The advocates of this
system ire perpetually hoa-ting uf the
necessity for a “business conduct of
civil administration. Tue ptrallel :*

deceptive and does not hold. What
railroad taanagement, what merchint,
what bank directors, or business or-

gan!/. it ion of any character was ever

weak enough to select its trusted em-

ployes from® a class of persons
indorsed only by a certificate of
proficiency from a hired schooltuaster ’

What reasonable business man ever

yet consented to employ or keep as
his confidential clerks and bookkeep-
ers men known to be by association,
allection, or hire, enlisted heart and
soul in the success uf lus rival across
the street ’ And yet it is claimed that
the present system rests upon business
principles. The tests applied are

either pernicious or inadequate—-
limitations of age, or techni al knowl-
edge ol elementary school-books, the
ascertainment of the trie amount of

this sort ofknowledge dependent upon
the guesswork of a pedagogue for
crammer or examiner. R -al merita!
strength, soundness of judgment,
practical tact or talent, moral stamina,
are as unknown to the appointing
power as the secrets ot his or Ler irly
love s rapes.

In so far as the test required by tin
law reveals true qualifications tin-
appointing power is left as ignorant
of the real merit of the party appoint-
ed as the Frenchman in I’eregrine
Pickle was of the sex of the j tint 1

in petticoats. The awarding of prize
scholarships in the form of salaried
otiices i a noi and should not he the
business of Government. That system
alone is suited to the business and
interests of tlie Departments, which
secures those best qualified in acquire-
ment, disposition, and character. Any
other is a fraud and a snare. Let the
power of appointment rest where the
G(institution de-ig-o- 1 il should repo*e

and trust to the watchful guardianship
of an interested and intelligent public
sentiment to see that it is properly
and judiciously exercise 1.

The doors to our governmental of

fices should not be supposed to he en-

trances to “infernal region® We
want no triple-headed monster, no
Gerberns, on guard there. And, maik
the prediction, it kept there either
some seductive Republican t rpheus
with his enchanting lyre will lull him
to sleep, or some I'emoi ratio ILrcules
will drag him in Usgrace from in-
abiding plai e.

I have said nothing, sir. of the

objections which may be justly urged
against that feature 01 the *v.-tem .->

offensive to the republican instincts of

the people—the creation of a bureau-
cratic class. 1 will let another i

for me on tbi* point. Says one rej re-

senting the opponents of the civil
service act “They say that it is not

desirable to form an official class

that it is not desirable to infrodu e

into this country the stereotyped
method and deadly routine of Kurope-
an othcialism. They say that where

I bureaucracy hv thoroughly
e l it?-!t the othce-Lol ier his great' r
difficulty to realize that the country

was not created for him to govern
that he is a servant of the public is

j not iu his thoughts. They sav that
where men are virtually immovable
save for gross misconduct, they gen-

I orally become sluggish in the perform
| ance of their duties. They point t<>

j such an institution as the English post
otlice, which during the regime of

¦ Rowland Hill, a man who was forced

j - i n it from without, exhibited a gie.u

l deal ot lite and energy, but which
i under hie sncce.HeOi/-hows the bnreatt-

• ratio spirit in perfection, and i> l.e-
ooming a? noted for its dullness md

; lethargy as onoe it was for intrlliueiu-e
and the spirit of progress. Thcv s.iv

jt’irryout this examination consistent*

( ¦>’ • apply it, as it is done in England,
to ad branches an I gradesi f (he pub-
lb' servi e, an 1 we shall have in due
time here a vast and omprehensive
lu.ind uuiK.-m existing .i{ art from and
presiding over our national life. They
point to the intolerable airs \vhi< h tie

. oliicial lasses give themselves in most
European countries, implying a defi-
nitely established -uperb ritv on tli •
part ot the lunction.it i s over the
citizens with whom tl ev .me into

I contact. 1 liey add that however
great an evil otlice -eehing may be
to-day, it is, after ail, -an lined to a
small percentage ..f ti.e people, thv-e
who by reason *.f the p.diti. d services

rendered by th.ui.s, lv. r their friends
consider tlivm-.uve- entilie<i to some
consideration in the distiibuti n >t

patronage, wlu rea*, tl c..mnii>si.>ni i
and exam.tiers are employed to per-
ambulate the ountrv, i Ivei tising the

• public service iu everx itv, town md
hamlet, the number of those whose

| minds wdl be moie <>t loss unsettled

I by the th 'light ot perchance obtaining
; a < i •vertmic nt situation will be vastly

! greater. The pi- ture is not very un-
Hke the reality*. I'hev sav vve have
as yet in this Republic but a jartial
measure ot the so called civil service
reform but it tin* lime should ever

I come that the Kngli h system should

! bo adopted in it* entirely, there .-an

I be no puMion that in the course of
j halt a generation we should have
among us an . lieu.il >•! iss -u h as we
do not wish to see. The public busi-
ness vv mid not be 1 .iu* on business
principles, but on dep u(mental prin-
ciples. something very different. T.
master the technique, -j to sp. ah, of
a department, would take some years

1 of application, and nothing would be
| easier than tor the permanent otlice rs
to persuade j olitic.ilheads, vviio might

, wish to introduce reforms, that the
m;ii hine was wot king as well a< eoul i
be expe. ted, and that to try and mak>
it work otherwise would be throwing

everything into confusion. The c<.r-

--1 redness .f tins picture i verified here
to dav.

i
Sir, the at tempt to impress the

American maid with the value and
, elficien :v of this • vii rvice sv*stem

bv* jointing to its su cess jn other
j countries is a most impotent and
unfortunate iilustiation. Such a plant

' may he indigenous in mi li a -oil heie
it must ever Lean exotic. The es eii-

ti.il ditleivnces in the fos m of govern-
ments mike particular forms of

; administration absolutely incompati-
ble. sir, I beheve tin* sj’irit of our
institutions is onward, andtb.it it :

more consistent with that spirit to look
upon the expedients of despotic gov-
ernments to preserve their integrity

i as monuments ot our triumph, rather
than to seek to tmd m itenals there
with which to reconstruct new fort-
resses from which to assail the impre-
scriptible rights of our countrymen
Here ail power eminates from the
people, and the Constitution, w hich is
paramount to ail laws, -hon'id se- are
them against the slightest encro.i h-
ment of legislative and executive

usurpation.

The i aramount object f the t 'on-
stitution is the protection of the equal
right- and j rivileges of all, the few as
well as the many. The sprit of des-

j-oti-m i- entirely different erected
uj>on the destruction of tiie rights of
man. its main object i- to protect the
few as against the many. Hence the
policy of separating its off. er* from

i sympathy of feeling and interest with
the many, creating a distinct class and

1 elevating them above the mass. * *ur

j institutions, resting upon tbe just
foun lation of p*opular rights, admit ot
the mutilation of no privileges of cit-
izenship as a prerequisite tor otlice.
The attempt to impose uj*on the

0,,.i

credulity of the \riii>ri'inpeople th •

Uit-ni of method- tin! tioutuh under
the cruel nn>l intolerant policy of the
mandarins, approval hv a Bisman k
anil adopted by aristocratic Kngian I.
ia as stupendous in piesumptiou n
anv exhibition yet made by the mod
ern "scholar' in jK.lnics. Inverted
politic it lurwinism.

1 enil as I sir I am against
the civil service law i< it now -’tan.l .

; radically and irre. . ncilablv. I u„.

I derstatjd 1 1 1 i 1 Well, -jr. lc w few i.|

| those wiio oc< npy official positions
. agree with me, or r.it her let me sat*
how few are ready to avow fh-ir
opposition. It may l*e imprudent . i

lac to Jo so hat it is not uv habit.
1 I hope, to utter aught hut ni\ r.-,l

t —en liini*n Is, ot restrain that utleran.e

1 when invasion seems to letuand m
vpiv-uon of opinion. 1 know 100,

i sir, how in.onsijeniilo I her tied of mv

j"b*lii ilitist
)>ut hcy .ire honest iv

enter: lined and fearle—!v expressed
lor slim! liny may he worth. If line

I AnJ tight, is 1 believe them to be,
? hey will ultimate!) piev.nl if n..f.

I let ihi ’u Jie aiiJ be ill-honor,,|,

they -houlil be. 'fir, i- I undei-imd
'the politics ot my ..untie, lam
I'etuoi i.it, believing m t!• (million ,
ptirn ip!i *. and p tliev ol that puts ,
expounded by lellei on. Jackson .m l
lien hi. ks.

'>.l h is my Jerotion to that pulv.
so i nvincej am 1 that not onlv the
Welfaie o! this pe. pic ami tin* .'.ill i-

lion l the t’oiistitiilionai.J fona of

I government nnJer winch we live are
ilepi leb'l.t for tht ifmi. e- and liliill-

; tenance upon it mic . s. th it 1 Wi.nl 1
• have tilv tichl i. .i.J i >.ll ili/.*.l ml mvi ¦ 1

I longue I leave to the l. t u| uiV 1.1011 ll|

. beoile 1 Wollbl ktiOW.noly llttei a
i sentiment oi Joan act wl.i-h 1 be-

lieve! wonbl iniiil.ite against the
su c. -sol that party. IJo not belli ve

. tii it what I have sat I to duv wall c.

i Jo: ainl I -ay to my ii public m frieinl

| that they need not lay the tl.ittenng
uto tiun to their soul' tint be .mse w<*

have Th:* manhood ainl iiiib*penJelii e

to ilillcrupon .piesiimis of mor |k>li-
cy, because we ehoo.-e to s.iv, some of
us, that we prefer that silver should
cca-e to he coincJ, ami others tint
I lie coinage 'hoiiM continue, hecaii c

we Jitb*r as to the amount of tint y
lint shoal.l I.e Iml up..ii a pal I.ail ir

art.cle i.r the amount of revenue that
should be raised by a tanll. ami up'.u

other incidental jiiest.ons of poln v
that therefore we are going t.. p,., ...

|nr the party is in d ingei. \\ .. ar.* a

firmly united upon the great j :m< i| Te-
j which underlie our institutions. and

t upon whi**h personal liberty and i

; republican form of government de-
pend, ami a- invincible as ware the

. gallant ho.-t.- who folio,vd N.ij Jeon
at AII-le| 1 1 1/, a- till*Olli|tlelaide a- Ibe

1 legions who under \\lllll;'ln|| it
\\ iterb'O defeated his as< Hilts, .i {,x

| and immovable as the g ill.mt bail
who added the e.igliollien i.| '-lii|,-

Wall to li;e name ot Jit I,son, i m-
Vin* ible a- t}•• bo-l- who held ii,,-
heights tld I y -but under the nc.v
imuoi *al II in-r, k. Applause

j I!•re t 111* l.amuiel tell

Mi TV'r.l I’l 1.1.1 —S,,u|ei#ody 111
conden-ed the lui-t ikes ..j |de*. and
arrived at the conclusion tbit there

! ai>* t 1 .lit eii ol t hem. Mud peuj . e

i Would iv, if they told the (iiilh. lh*f
¦ there wa no limit to the mi take •.1

life that they were i ke tin* -and of
the shore in number, b it it is well to

be o curate Here, then, are Ihe lout -

teen great mistakes it i- a great
mistake to tUp out Mill t in.laid M

right and wrong u,.1 judge p.-.pie a-

- ; ?o measure tlie enjoyment

ot other- by our own to exj ed nni-

f< rmitv of opinion in the world; t’>

look for judgment and experience in
youth to endeavor to mould all de-
position* alike to worry onr-elves
and others with what cannot 1 rein-

j id.ed not alleviate all that needs al-
leviation as lar as lies in out power
to yield to material trifle- not to

make allowances for the infirmities of
other- to ' oi.sider everything iui|>o'-
-;L!e that we < .1111101 perform to be-
lieve only what our infinite minds can
gr.i-{ to exped to l>e able undet-
stand everything.

Wi- "Never tear, my dear, re-
marked the wife of her uupecuniou

, Lusland. never fear. I -till love yon
‘ 1 know that, be replied, "but that

loesti t help matters much
"I 11 treat you always, -he er-

‘

claimed.
*Ae, mv dear, he replied, with a

sigh that came from hi- heart, •’lb if
i- very fine but nnfortunatelv yon
are not the grocer.

iioivtt IU.THEUMU tre av <

When Ihe Siian-s ..I lift- an- Toilml U-.

That wonl.l t. iiij.t •ur feel to stray
Fr> .in the path that hods t*> snii-him-.

At tin- <latt ii ..r < 1-t-t- ..I <ly
XVt- -hoiiM lilt nor eyes almve us.

Ami the . Uai, hrieht sunlieam- *can.
Till xve 1.-alli h’. la.ih to >inpn-r

All the l*-sirt- •¦! man

We should -trix. K Uar iirl.ur.lt n-
In a hrave and manly way.

While XX. aid III.’We.-It and h.-iples
\\ I. i may mrd In-lp day by day.

Not alone in d.ssl- ..fkindne-s,
Hut xxuli word.- wlin li i he.-r the man:

’1 lor- tt e may ree.-ivi tie l.|e-'im',

Itoimr all tin- /¦*! tt, n.

%

Let If Seek t-- find Ih. rainUitv
i'hat is Im Men tn.hi air sight.

In its and ftwn.i
Pure a*^r.-the m\ - fli.'ht

We mat e. it- **Vt 11 hued (• 1 .

It Oil earth tt e wist ly plan
To U one alii- III! the lot. ly

.

Koill.' ill the tft*l tt.- 1 ill.

1 her. i- work m every t ti--n
I'hat ll.** -tn-iiifor v.t..k may dv

1)|. I- who lu'hl to v. in the I illI
Mu t U- loyal, brave, and Ini*-,

lie’ll, hoXXt-Vr tt. -ts-k t-’ . ’ll jtI r,

J.. t us tin a-ure our life*- -j- >n

A* a lir.sl and Ini-ty -1 !;¦ r.

K nm' all tie- e<>d xt. . ~m

SIT.Kt 11

OF

HON. KARNES COMPTON,
or i tnvi t ,n.

iu the House ol Representatives,
wiiiM ’iiu. .ii -.t: ’.ii.. i--”’

lim Moii-e t* in.' \u < umin.-t : ih.-
Whole on tin- si.it.-<•! iu Cuioii. and hix
ini' und.-r * ou-iderati. n tie- bill ill H ,
‘•''.'ii making :i|.proi’nati n-f*rtie-h i-

litite. e.Xt • utix.’, and jlldi.ial , ‘ |s-n-i - • I
the ttovermiu nt i .r tin ti- .1 x. ar . iidin
Inin .(•. |ssf. and for tin i pnri ¦¦* -

M i.. (’o\t i t • ; ai !

M i;. tit uuxi \I 1.1i!..' my ol-
le.ljllt* Ifolll tie- lll.l'll ||| (let (Mr.

1 iiel! it i <>r iu\' coll- .I'iit’ Itom 1 in-
iMI, >!i dr.. I i Mr. M ' <m a.-• of mt

Stale, I a.lnure lie- >• -nt i’.- whi. Ii iu-
ilm e.l (hi foiiimilftto j !.e * upon i
tie- |m-ii.ii ii<s Kill the |..uli<-ular j>mvi-
loli will. Ii I. i- (let-It most il.-l-U s.-il Si. I

t il ill till- -i. I-ite. i ill. 11. t j'toj.r -e,

sir, lie I*- un! iioxv, I'e.'.mse t.iv time as
loaded, to an. xver tin* spee. Ii of ill
i-men made I t my nil.- ~;ue of t lie
-i\th di.-til.t. 11.- will fin ! I think, I
tt'le n time shall Live -!i. .vi. whit is
Ihe 11 in- til. it. It! le llil, that hi j to-

( 10-. v h is- i.eeti m oie in x on at.d Hot

i. ,i.... 1.1 thud; !.e will find, when

t In- ad mu i i .1. -t .!i ii. hat jcr-|or in-

td its .ini', u. ! this li.tiise its duly,
that the heiii. will vuv in it nally
fioin t 1.0 -- whi Ii In- tin to ahtiei-
| ate a ti.e 1.-nil ol ihe . olilLitled ae-

tioti ot tlu- 11 list* and of tie* I'eiao-
ralie idmuoslratmu.

1 u aiiimiim ute my nj | o-ite.i, th?
iaxv a| |>r.x\ t I .l.uiuai t It. I>X i. known
a “au i. i to i.eulate uni iuiprove
the eiv.l sei v i'e of the I Hited States,

ami the rule- and reoul hion> made
and adopted hy authoti'.v thereof, 1
am ultei uio a .*lllllll.lll not newly
loiiiied, l td deliheritelx entertained
and dr-tin. I lx* expre.-.-e l it least to

those \x 1.0-e rej i.-eniaiix e I am upon
this tlooi And in*xv, sii, in the outset

1 m il to t lie ih linclix lii.it I yield
to no man. S.iidi - r low. in or out ot

¦ tieoal position, i e in- an honest and
fearl.s- i ixo. de ol the present i ivil

si-rvioe system, speak inrt his honest
oiivietions and rer resenlintr i-orreetlv

* * l

i e iistiiuet. v. or I c he an iudepen-
d eld Uni! Xidll 1 .’lil/.ell

lll.li-elt and llpo’l ills' own le-potlsi! ll-

ily. oi le lie a pharisaicai aspirant for
iioiorielv, conll1m* d. he .ruse unai ie
lo obtain :t olherxvise. tht( tirh the
hired . oliuatis . ! a new |a} ¦ r . r the j

leaxes of a literary magazine,'
or le he one of that im .ea>uie ela-s
id xxeallh-pt ttnio or weai:l.-ooilon
indtvtduiis xvho. hums no time to

.-[ ue ti iu an elegant lei-nre, or what
Ihex esteem the xx hole end and aim ol
Ide, the ti'euuiulalii't: ol more monev,
to devote to tlie irksome and unwor-

thy task of perform in >: pol it leal duties
and nn elite 5 dial responsibilities,
deiiehl in ass uiune \ rtr.es they do
not possess i c rre not xvho he may
he. 1 repeat it. I yield lo no man ;n

the i nterta.nmeid ot in earnest, hon-
est. and -m.vre des:re lor
ethcietd, econouti *al and honest ad
muuslralt >n of the iivilservice of this
iloxeminent. I jon ti.e jnestion of
how this shall ie . blamed. I declare
my conx lion tliat. :u an ju lenient at
least the !axv and sysiem to which I
have referred Jo not guarantee such,
and even if they did. it would be done
at a cost and a sacrifice, as 1 esteem it.
of that consistency w uii the provisions
and cenius of the Konst i tut ion itseK,
the true character of the form of gov-
ernment under which xve live, and the
integrity of the institutions establish-
ed thereby, that for one at least I
should be tn opposition ton and favor

some plan which would produce the ¦
suine result and yet be in harmony
with the theory of a representative
democratic and republi an form of

government. I -peak, sir, not for my

[ arty, not as a representative of my

party. I am not authorized so to

peak. Ido claim to reflect the sen-

timent of those I represent correctly,
and do and .-hall .-peak only with a due
and proper regard for my resposibiii-

¦ tv P. the flod who made me and those :' '

whom I repreaent upon this lloor. :
And now, Mr. Speaker, first let me ask i
how ai l why a public smitim-’iue-,>r '

Ay ,-opio., \ 4^
and dcleruvini-d tor a r\(lical r-formn-
tion m the administration of tlie civil
••-r -. i . . radical and .-o threatening
1- to justify the adoption of an ex per- 1

iuieiit it variance with the j-revi-
(.ll history, legislation and accepted
theories', as announced hy (he great

politi tl lights of the laud, with re- j
fereirce t>. tiiis '-ul.je. t of civil service (
.idiiiiiii-tlat ion as the present aiioma !
lou s;,-tem. re ited hy the law ml
rule - 1.1 wii !. I relViertcc. Sir.
h t us he honest with each other. Let i
auy genth man \\ho 1 an, turning to the
gie.it debates hy the great men who,

d; if-1 this matter in the eai iy day-j
..f tin* country's history, on and down j
through that lui-t memorable contio-1
versy in which Clay and Webster,
t'dl.inn and Lent on, and the other
great l.glit, of th it tune in the storms-

d iv- ol Jackson administratior, on-
- del*-! the ul ject from every stand-
point with a view to comparative
pel man. ney, honesty, etllciem x

- . and

1’- ik 11 j nti-.iir liar.K'ter, { oint uu-t.. .
any siigye-11 >n hv any of tl,. -e gi, ;
im n iookuii. t . the cslabli.-liuK-nt ¦>! (
system emhidying the oijet'tionahle
I- alure- of the present law. Sir,every !
honest man iu the country must want

•ut Ik 11.-I civil set vice, and .-v-tv

honest man in the country, from the
hour that it he'ante a matter of puLli.-
notonety that tiie civil service of this
t iovet niuent had become llagrantly J
corrnj't, lightly demanded r form. |
Then it was. .-ir, that political parties, I¦ itching tl..- drift of public sentiment. J
I I- 1•¦!) 1 th ir t l.rtfonns to nuet the1

demand, and. is always the ea.-e 1
xx ii.-n a it j pular outcry known to :
he well founded asserts the demands !

"I flu* p.eoplt-, rival political ¦•igani-
ziticf.s -Might to urt.-ttip ea- h other
in the i.iu- f.-r j oj ular aj proval upon ,
tiiis sul j. 1. 'n the one hand the
peetaeh- xvas ple-ented in every tie-

p thlu.iii i. iinty, State and national
¦ tixenii-n . f a party which had sown '
tiie seed that had produced tlicwhiil-
w.nd 1nt-hei..(ling Herod in its uit-r-

--iuless denunciation ol the very -ins
tins same patty had produced and
initiated, at. i t titling to the blush the

* .
most 5 iteoiis professions ig the worst !
e. ’ii- i. ti- e-stii' ken sinn rin the ago- i
nii s ,f i ih ath-b. d lepentance. of a |
pur|o-e to .uuend its ways and correct j
admitted ahiises it only on e again j
i i.t 1 usted Willi tower. A la* ’ wor.ls i

i

11 promise to tiie ear. to he broken ;

to tht‘ hope. How well they were kept j
is a matter of history knownof.il!:
men, illustrated most gi rphu ally in

the ( induct of the War and Navy
I>ipartments, the star-route service,
the Pension Mlice, and other depart-
ments and bureaus of the Government,
but mi-t sitikinglv consistently, and
p tlietieallv in the kindiv eating tor I
i i every -Mindrel xvho blackened hi- !
soul xx .th ]i t ury and his hand with j
forgery in j.rfeeling returning hoard j
certili 'lies lor Florida. Louisiana and .

>mith t'arolina in the over memorable :

farce .nd deplorable fraud of lS7t. j
Hu the other hand we had the specta- i
cie ot 1 party, in 1.0 wav responsible I
tor the disgust.ng condition of the '

civil service referred to. but, on the ;
contrary, entitled to the credit of'
having exposed to public view its j
enormities, instead of standing tlrmiv
upon its traditions. } rofessiops. and
J ledges, r'.i-l. ng. recklessly into the
arena and e.urting itself to fasten
upon the statute U’cn - ;ch a conln-
xance. ¦ >x ir, hoxx shall 1 characterize
tt a inoit-e tr,v{, ,1 gmbling device. ,
with loaded due heads I win, tails i
you lose, by which in the event of
-access, the tiepubli-'an* had both the 1
laxv and ctlices. and in the event of i
our success we had the laxv without
the offices

The very name of the contrivance,
in the light of recent experience, was

enough to have condemned it in the
estimation of Democrats. A commis-
sion —a makeshift to avoi 1 responsi
bilily and hank the Constitution , the ’
s.*me unhealthy* and unnatural fungus j
whether designated electoral, tantT. or 1
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civil service commission, air, £ have

glanced a? Ihe causes which !d to

that demand for reform in tho civil
service and tbat temper ofan o *£raged
people which created the esQtiiiMnt
which tolerated the present civil
service law a: 1 system : and new, eir,
as to the law itself. It will be

disputed. I think, sir, that lhe are

those in this country familiar at*.k the
oiganic law and rules of baconakatctton
who are firm'y of the opinion
civ.i service law. in some of W pro-
visionf, is not coasisUst wdit *the

juiremonu of the

familiar with the application of judi-
cial tests in the trial of constitutional
or legal questions, I unhesitatingly
declare that for myself, by the light of
>uch inteiligenct as ! am able to bring
to the consideration of the question, I
cannot square tlie provisions of this
civil service law and the theory upon
which it is based with either the letter
or the spirit of our organic law. I
-h ill not attempt, sir, to construct an

argument in support of my view. I
shall content myself with propounding
to those who maintain its constitu-
tionality a few questions which they
are in duty bound to meet and answer.

Article II of the t '.institution, in its
second section, provides that “<\n-
gress may by law vest the appointment
of such inferior officers, as they think
proper, in the President alone, in the
courts of law, or in the heads of the
lb-j< utments.

Where i- the power to create a

commission to aid the President or

. ¦ her of the designated repositories
in vvhi> h the power of appointment
may be lodged by the (’ongress to be
fain I 9 I: was attempted in the con-

vention vv hich framed th-* < 'onotitution
to provide for a council to assist the
I’resid.nt in conducting publicatidirs,
but it was rejected. Says Curtis in
hi- history.of the Constitution :

The question of an advisory body,
with which it was proposed to sur-
round the President to assist him in
the discharge of the duties, did not
receive the sanction of the convention,
but the committee sub-tituted a dif-
ferent provision, vvhi b g ive the Pres-
ident power to require an opinion in
writing of the piincij i officers in each
of the Executive Departments relat-
ing to the duties of their respective
otiii es. The plan of a council was re-
jected, for the reason that the Presi-
dent ot the I nited States was to be
peisotiiilly responsible for his oliicial
conduct, and that the (’onstitution I
vv *uld do nothing even in appearance
to diminish that re.-j onsibility*.

Now, sir, it will not do for an an-
swer to -iv that this commission has
no power of appointment. It is true;
they have not directly, but the powers 1
(•.interred upon the commission limit \
the discretion and choice of the ap- i
p iutu.g { ovver so ell'ectually as pr ic- I
t. *’ly to control it. It is doing;
indirectly as effectually as though ;
clothed directly with the power what
it clearly could ti .t do diiei tly under
the i '..iii-tit uli.n. Wherein the Eon- j
stitution is there to be found any j
authority for the imposition ot anv
limitation upon the rights or privileges ¦
ot a . itizen other than those specified
in the Constitution“ Article IX of
ti.e amendments to the Constitution j
provides as follows “The ennmera j
tion in the Constitution of certain I
rights shall not be construed to denv j
or disparage others retained by the
people." Sovereignty is ar. attribute
of the citizen, and, when assumed by
government is fatal to the liberties of
the citizen. In lieu of the o*ly tests j
which the executive power should or
can of right apply—is he honest* 1 is
ho capable 1 is he faithful to the Con- ;
stitution*’—inquisitorialand restrictive
tests are applied under this law,
destructive of what should be the
inalienable right of every citizen—the
right to hold office under the Govern-
ment he supports and to which he owes
allegiance. He is subjected to qnes- .
lions of residence, questions of age, 1
md educational tests which as effect-
ively deprive huu of his right to
participate in the administration of
government as though convicted of!
treason or other high crimes or mis- 1
demeanors.

Mr, against such a system, in the |
name of free government, in the name '

of justice and equality before the law,
in tne name of a Constitution made and
design ated to promote the welfareof all
the people, and to prevent and for-
ever prohibit the erection of a favored '
class in the name of a confiding
people, who when asking for bread
have been given a stone, I enter mv ,
ineffectual but def.ant protest aga.nst ‘


