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lli Isul or Earlb.

* Death is it Death '¦
The shallow following still upon the sun.
The one saute end of all tbintr* xet ln-jfim.
After the irlory of Life the sudden gloom.
After the strife Uie ixex- >ral>le doom,

, The ftoten bnath ?

Nay, rather see
When* the new grave lies sodden in the

rain.
How the ban; csrth -pticki us to growth

i ’

a Jain !

Wtiling the xvonder-aeason’s lavish bower
Voiin/ r>Kithf_s ms j*, a wealth ofgrass and

Ikiwer
Ere long to hi*.

When Death has passed
Into tiie land of silence and ofcloud,
The I ufle-s land, wherein no binl is loud.
Life linger* y-t xvith .-vy.ig and blossom rife.
!.•>’ -ti p for -ten g.. ever Death and Life—

Hut Life i- last!
Kate Putnam O-g, Kj

( *m The American
Muga/ini:

EDNA S AMBITION.
M *h, l.dna, you look lovelier than

ever to-night ’ I wish Keith could
see you.”

“Keith—pshaw! He always ad-
tnifes. lain attired to-night for the
pleasure ot more critical persotts than
Mr. Keith Lovell.”

* I suppose you mean Aunt Barbara
and old Mr. Grayson.”

Buthie spoke this last rather con-

temj tuously, but the pretty blonde be-
fore the mirror only shrugged her
white shoulders and smiled carelessly.

IMtia Morris was very fair, of a

type called the Spanish blonde, xvith
ivory-tinted skin, and languid, dark
brown eyes, and a glorious rippling
mas- of golden hair.

Her -lately form was draped in ,
creamy surah, with veiling- of lace
and clusters of deep red roses.

“It was very kind of Aunt Barbara
to permit me to choose ray own cos-
tume, she said, turning about for a

iari survey. “Her taste is exec ruble.
Where’s my fan, Buthie? Oh, look
here !

’

As Buthie stepj>ed out to give her
the feathered ornament, her form was

reflected in the mirror, and with a
light laugh I'Mna drew her attention
to the j icture they made side by side;
the proud beauty, xvith her shimmer-
ing robes and snowy shoulders, and
the it tie tigure in the plain woolen
gown.

As Buthie looked up her eyes grew
dim and her sensitive lips quivered.

“There never mind,” said Kdna.
! me leathers make lice birds,’ you

kn >xv, and though you are a plain lit-
tle l*o .v, you’d look very well in a

die.-- like this. Wait tillI m maitied
dear, and vou shall have a dozen such
dresses.”

“W iien Keith makes a fortune, I 1
-upt o-e, said Bnlhie.

.... . |“Always Keith’ exclaimed the
blonde, xvith a pout. “Why, he’s i.s

poor as a church mouse, and you ,
know ray ambition is to be a rich wo-
man a wealthy man s bride, since na- ‘
ture has denied me any fortune but a

pretty face. There hoxv serious you
look ’ Well, I must go —the carriage i
ha- been xvaiting fully twenty min- '
utes.

,

And gathering up her surah drape-
ries -he swept out of the bare little 1
room, and Buthie left to herself, be- *
gar. to wonder xvhy she had not been
beautifr.l too. *

“Life is easier for beautiful women,” 1
she thought, picking up a lose that
ha l been left, and fastening it in her i
dii-ky braiiie. “Kvery bod v loves and <
admires them, and they get all the fa- 1
vors. But 1 xvish Kdna would not ;

talk as -he does—l know she loves I
Keith at. 1 he adores her. and yet—” 1

A heavy rap on the outside door I
s! irtle 1 her, and she hail just time to I
re.Mi the threshold of the adjoining
i m, when a young man, with a i
hat. isome, sunny face, burst in uncer-

emoniously. and throw himself into i
one of the easy chairs.

¦< *h. Keith, is it you’.’” said Buthie. :
Why, what has Lap{*ene*l—your eves

are like stars
”

V pretty smile.” said Keith smil-
ing. “I have news- but where is
Kdna ?”

W hy, you knoxx*—Aunt Barbara’s
re* option."

¦ (*h. I forgot, replied the young
man. as Lis countenance fell. ‘“*o
1.1 have to wait three or four hours
before I can see her.”

“Im sorry: if you had only come
sooner, she has Wen gone but a short 1

time, and—oh, Keith ’ she looked
beautiful."

• .She always does,” said Keith fer-
vently. “And it is to her Wanty I
owe much of my good luck. You re-
member my last painting ?"

“ The Musicians,’ ye#,’ said Ruth-
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ie. “The lady of high
silken hong window, wil^mo-ro^e
light upon her fire, and

’ in her jeweled bands. Stph* just
censed playing, and kn>kvog*Hj
out over the cavern balcony
violinist in the streed, a |ioosl<id in
tattered garments. *fn* lady
na’a fare, and. the, f
striking resemblance to Must Roth
Morris. Cut you never mv me look
sad like that."

“Trne, but you could if yon were

starved and weary. Well, my picture
baa been admitted to the academy,

and the critics have given it flatter-
ing notice. I received this letter to-
day from my father's cousin, Hubert
Ayres. He is very wealthy, and over-

looking the fact that 1 am a son of a

man he hated, he praised my last
achievement, and puts it in my

power to reach the pinnacle of fame,
providing my genius is sufficient to
stand the test.'

“You mean he has offered to give
you part of his fortune ?” cried Kuth-
ie.

“Well, not quite that, but my strag-
gles with that guant enemy, poverty,’
are over. 1 am his protege, so to

speak, and we are going ahead togeth-
er.”

* And Ednaasked Kuthie, invol-
untarily, then she flushed slightly.

‘She shall go, too, if she will, said
Keith frankly. ‘She is my inspire
tion.'

Kuthie, with her head on her hand,
looked thoughtful. What would life
be to her with Keith and Edna away
—a lonely dreary existence. The
tears rose to her eyes, but she brushed
them aside unseen.

The evening passed, and Keith sat

there talking of his bright f lans and ,
hopes, little dreaming that the girl I
opposite, with her sympathetic eyes, '
was sutlering in silence. But there
came a time when he knew ail, and
wondered how he cculd have been so

blind.
The hour of twelve rang ont, and

then Kuthie's quick ear caught a fa-
miliar sound.

‘There’s Edna,’ she said.
Impelled by the spirit of mischief,

Keith lowered the light and darted
behind the screen just as the door
opened and Edna, trading her shining
robes, came in, throwing a rose at her

sister’s feet with a merry laugh.
‘lv.zing in the arm chair, Kuthie?’

she said, m h, I’ve had such a gay i
time, and—well, dear, my ambition is
to be realized at la.-t. To-morrow af- '

ternoon Mr. Kiohard Grayson calls for
his answer.’

‘Edna!’ gasped Kuthie.

The beauty stood there with her j
fringed scarf slipping from her shoul-
ders. and her brown eyes shining—her
head was proudly lifted.

‘Yes, I am going to marry Mr. Gray-
sou,’ said Edna. ‘Aunt Barbara will
be delighted, and you shall revel in
luxury, dear.’

‘At the cost of Keith Lovell’s hap-
piness.' said Kuthie, with her dark-
eyes more pathetic than ever.

A change came over the blonde
face, but left it again so swiftly it was
not noted.

‘Let us have no sentimental non-

sense.' she said, impatiently. ‘Of
course, if Keith had wealth, hut he
has not—no prospect even of ever be
ing anything but a poor dauber—-
that’s a figure of speech,’ as she saw

the shocked expression on Kuthie's
face —‘of course he’s clever, but I am

too ambitious to link my lot with his.
Then she started back with a scream

of dismay, as from behind the screen

Keith Lovell emerged, ghastly pale
and tierce-looking.

‘You false, heartless woman ' he
said, hoarsely. ‘I came here to-night
full of happiness—yon dash the cup
from my lips. Go sell your leauty
for gold, but the day w:II come when

you will repent. Set up vour idol
and worship it, hut when you find it

is of clay, you willknow then what it

is to sutfer as I Jo now.’
He rushed toward the door, but

Edna's heart was touched.
‘Stay Keith,’ she cried ‘I willre-

tract my words. lam willing
Too late!’ he answered, and the

next moment he was gone.

For the first time Kina Morris real-
ized what she had lost, and it seemed
to her then that all the wealth in the
world could not All that void in her

heart.
she sank into the nearest chair with

cowered head, and Kuthie, seeing the

•(range look on her face, crept qniet-
, ly out and left her alone.

* • * * * * *

Pour year* later. Again the sis !
ter* are together, but to-night there
u no Mich contra.-t in their appear-
ance as was seen before.

The brown-eyed blonde, in her dress
taiMdinb rlaoU rf

violets, is stilt the handsomer of the
two, but not lees attractive to appre-
ciative eyes is the slender figure in
olive and scarlet, with the earnest face ]

and pathetic dark eyes. .
‘Edna, do yon think you were wise?’ J

asked Ratine. ‘Willhe come ?'

‘Of course he will come,’ said Rich
ard Grayscn’s widow. ‘He will know
that his lame and fortune are nothing ’
to me—it was not lor that I wrote to ]
him. Ruthie, my one regret during
the two years of ray married life was j

that I had slighted Keith Lovell's f

love—my one hope during the two *

years of my widowhood has been that 1
we shall meet and renew our friend- j

ship.’ j
The door is opened now and Mr. ]

Lovell is announced, and the popular ,

artist, Hubert Ayres’ protege and heir, |
meets bis old friends again. (

It is the lirst of the winter season ,

then—six months ialer Keith and ,
Edna sit together and talk of their j
past, he calmly and she with an anx- ,
ions look on her face.

‘Then you have quite forgiven me, i
Keith v

‘Yes, I forgave you when the shock , j
of the blow ceased to be felt. When (

we met a few months ago I knew that .
my resentment was at an end. ! |

Kdna listens with beating heart. He i
had loved her too well to blame her, i
she thinks. ,

‘I will tell you th? truth, Kdna,’ he j
says. ‘‘J loved you, but when I left ,
yon over four years ago I vowed to i
crush that love out of my heart, and | i
I did.’ ;

‘Hut a new love has grown, Keith,’
she murmurs. ‘I cannot have been •

deceived ' ]

‘You are right,’ he answers, mistak- |
ing her meaning. ‘1 love your sister ,

Ruthie.' 1
A sudden blindness, a chill upon '

her heart, a mad whirlingol her brain, >’ " |
and then Kdna Grayson, sitting there |
with that smile on her lips, realizes i
that she has deluded herself, and the ]

happiness she once cast aside willnev- ‘

er be hers. i
This min be ide her will marry *

Ruthie, true little Ruthie, who has al- 1
ways loved him they will be happy,
and -he —what has she for considera- 1

tion ? I
Only the thought that she i. what 1

it was once her greatest ambition to ; 1

be, a woman with a fortune. That is.
poor consolation when the heait craves j 1
love, and the fondest hopes of life are 1
wrecked. 1

The Ai-vekt of Twins. —A little '

further along in days, nothing could i
have astonished -Toe and Sary, gran- 1
ny and people, more than did the ap- 1
pearance of twins. Everything in or

about Weasel Branch in the shape of 1
signs, miracles and monstrosity le-

gends yielded the palm to their ad-
vent.

When -Toe was called from behind
the stable—which was his favorite
place of refuge in time of trouble,
anxiety, deep speculation or thank-
fulness—where he had been walking
up and down for hours with unnerved
strides and with every sene of heart
bent on sounds from his cabin, and
shown the duplicate of his expecta-
tions, he took a long breath, and spent
its full force in “Surely !” Then giv-
ing the joyful face of his wile a hearty
kiss, he exclaimed. “We've started
a settlement agin, Sary, by gum 1"
and striding out of the cabin with the
•ir of an emperor, he chalked on the
doors of two of the vacant cabins near-
est bis own, "TAKEN.”

Joe and Sary were elated by the
double event it was a start to be
proud of. They could hold their
heads higher up than any couple in

Weasel Branch they were the “brat
family” in twins at all events. —Tobe
Hodge, in the American Magazine for
October,

The proprietors of Salvation il,
tbe greatest cure on earth for pain,
will pay a large reward if any certifi-
cate published by them is not found
genuine.

Tom, Hick and Harry appear again
with their Grandmother's recipes for
congha, etc., but the p>eople know Dr.
Ball’s Cough Syrup too well.

ÜBT.

"on-, o wcery; .ih w.-ary of Uw.
\Vwn- of heart aches, and wear) of karr.
Weary <>f moaning and weary of jain;
Weary. <n weary of hoping in vain.

Weary, so weary of the burdens of life;
" eaiy oft >i)inc an.l weary of Mrili-;
U eary ofirtiug ami wearv of night;
"wr)-, so weary and longing lor light.
WVliy, jvAvaary of v^itiu£

,>f a-W-mtNrißj
Weary of watching, w*ry oTfcvrs:" vary, so weary of taunt, and of sneers.

Wear)-, so weary, but sometimes I’llrest,
Dreanili-ssiy sleeping, hands crossed on my

breast.
No more to sorrow. no nv>re to weep;
1 *nly to lie down and quietly skvp.

NOT WORK FOR THE BEAR.
Mark Fahrney, George Quires.

Ramon Arguello, Noisy Smith, and
Ah Suey left here two weeks ago with
an elaborate outfit, to camp for a mouth
somewhere in the Santa Lucia range,
luey had a wagon, drawn by two

balky, halt-tamed bronchos, a wal
tent and poles, plenty of grub, an
adequate supply of antidote for snake
bites, guns, fishing tackle, and a poker
deck. Mark Fahrney said he dtdn t
believe it was a good thing for a man
to upset all his ways of living when
on i vacation, and he was opposed to
roughing it in a literal sense. So he ¦
piled into the wagon a six gallon can
ot kerosene oil and carefully packed a
large tamp. He had been accustomed ;
to si ting up nights and playing a
1; ttle game of draw when so disposed,
and he didn't think the light of a
camp fire would be sufficient.

All four of the white men agreed ’
thi.t they were not going out on the
range to work, and that is why they
took Au Suey along. Suey is a good j
cook, knows how to chop wood, and j
in an emergen y can play a hand of!
cards without making any verv bad ;
breaks. Squires went along to tish
for trout principally, as he con-idered
himself a fly sharp. Arguello had the
responsibility of driving and looking
after the bronchos, because he knew
more about horses than lb ’ oth-rs,
having been a vaquero. There were ,

some of the elements of work about
that, but it couldn't be helped, be-
cause a Chinaman is no good around
a horse. Noisy Smith had nothing
particular to do, but be is a good all-
round camper, hunter and poker
player, and the quietest man that ever
lived. His habit of always speaking
in a whisper and moving as softly as
an Indian on the trail of a deer gave
him a sobriquet.

Ihe crowd went out to have a |
month s tun, and judging by their up- |
prarance when they returned last
night, they had it all in less than two ,
weeks, with a large margin to s .are. {
They brought back nothing but the i
two bronchos, their frying pan, and
the barrels of their guns. Ah Suey
and Squires came across the Salinas *
River on the horses, and the rest of the 1
party swam the stream. t

Noisy Smith explained, in a whis- | 1
I'er to the crowd in the saloon the
reason of their return in that shape. , ‘
During the first week they were busy .
getting their camp comfortably es- 1
tablished on the bank of a creek in i
the mountains, and in hunting and '
fishing. Having convinced Ah Suey J
that at least a pint of beans must be \
reserved from the commissary for use i
as chips, they got the kerosene lamp
rigged up in the tent, and resumed
civilized customs in camp, sitting up
until after midnight with the cards |
and the snake medicine, and sleeping
sweetly all the forenoon. They quit i
hunting because it involved exertion,

and that w.sjust what they proposed ;
to avoid. It was agreed that Ah Suey ,
was the only one that came out to i
work, and that nobody should encroach
upon his prerogative. j 1

Une night a very interesting game '
was in progress. Mark Fahrney held ]
a king full against Sqoirer'a flash, ]
and Noisy >mith stayed in with a
bobtail straight and placid smile. *
There was a double handful of beans *
on the top of the oil can. Ah Suey ]
had gone to sleep at the back of the i
tent, and was chopping wood in his
dreams. Just as Noisy Smith was :
about to raise Ah Suey sprang up with I
a yell and bounded out of the tent,
upsetting the oil can and two of the
players en route. Arguello looked up
in anger, and drew his revolver to '
take a shot at the fleeing chinaman,
but changed his mind when he saw

• the head of a grizzly poked through
the rear flap of the tent. The bear
was surveying the scene with evident
astonishment and some interest. At-

saiut Mary’s Hoacon
job ptorruß.
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Parties hiving Hnl or IVnxnai Pnqs'r-
I ty for salt- can obtain %UscriptiveihaeUlull*

ueat’y executed and at t'ity i’n io.

| guellos anger was divert*! toward*
the beer.

: “Ah! yon breaka up stub . pot as

that!" he cried. “Carajo!" And he
blazed away at the shaggy head.

There was a howl, a charge, and a
rush of the playera out of the tent.

, They did t*"f wail t seise (heir pin?.

The bear knocked down a tent pole
j at one end, and Farhney carried away

J the other as he plunged out headlong.
The tent came down on the beat and

J enveloped him. For an instant there
was a young earthquake under the
canvas. Then it became a volcanic

: disturbance. The lamp exploded ai d
j set tire to the whole iu<s?. The plug
must have been knocked out of the
big oil can by the bear’s vigorous an-

(tics. All the oil was blaze in an

instant, and tent, blankets, and bear

i were enveloped in dames. Arguello,

1 Smith, and Fahrney happened to have
their revolvers on them, and they
stood around and added to the bear s

discomfort by plugging bullets into
him. S pliers had no pistol, and pru-

dently got into a tall tree and yelled
"Fire!" Ah Suey had crawled into a
hollow log and kept very still.

The bear wailed and yelled with
pain and rage, and rolled over in the

| burning canvas. It was not mu‘h
more than half a minute before he

broke out of the mass with a howl and

: rushed blindly about, striking furious-

ly at trees and everything sn his way.

Pieces of the tent clung to him, and
| he tote them oil with his claws and
! teeth and sent blazing fragment tlying
lin all directions. His shaggy hair

had become saturated with oil here
and there, and was blazing and snap-

i ping merrily in patches. 11 is fury
: was something frightful, and his gen-

eral aspect decidedly demoniac. At

1 first he did not see any of the parlv,

but in one of his mad whirls he caught
sight of Smith, who had just litcd at

him. The bear charged on Smith,
who turned and ran like a deer, with
the bla/.ing Lear in literally hot pur-
suit. Smith did not notice the direc-
tion he took until, in half a dozen
jumps, he saw the bank of the creek

before him. There was no time to

turn. He put all his energy into his

legs and leaped as far into the stream
as he could, falling feet foremost with

a “dug.” The illuminated bear for-

lowed, falling with a prodigious splash
and a distinct sizzle. Then noisy
Smith dived under water, turned up

stream, and swam silently back to the

bank from which he had leaped. The
Lear drifted down stream and swain

to the opposite bank, Fahrney and
Arguello peppering at him with their
revolvers. He reached the other side
and disappeared in the ebaparat wail-
ing and moaning with pain, and that
was the last seen of him.

When Noisy Smith got back into
the light of the burning camp ho
whispered to the other boys: “See
what a hand I had to draw to,” and
exhibited the bob-tailed straight which
he had kept in Lis left hand ail the
time. The camp was a total wreck,
even the wagon that stood near the
tent being burned beyond hope of
further usefulness. Ah Suey was
hauled out of his log half dead, a few
relics were gathered from the ruins,
the bronchos were caught, and the
party tramped home, living en route

on rabbits and other small game until
they struck a ranch at the foot of the
range.

Death and Maekia .k SiteR'TI-
TIOXs.—The bride must not keep the
pin? which fastened her wedding
drees.

It is bad luck to whistle or hum the
air that a band play? at a funeral.

“Twice a bridesmaid, never a bride
is a proverb which needs no comment.

Marry at the time of the moon's
wanning and your luck will wane
also.

If two marriages are celebrated sim-
ultaneously one of the husbands will
die.

If a girl who i? engaged accidently
lets a knife fall?, it i? a sign that her
lover is coming.

The girl wLo steps, accidentally or
otherwise, on a cat's tail, need not
expect to be married the same year.

The husband must never take oft'
his wedding ring; to take it oft' will
insure h m bad luck of some kind.

Iftwo persons think and express the
same thought at the same time, one
of them will die before the year
passes.

Iftwo young girls are combing the
hair of a third at the same time, it
may be taken for granted that the
youngest of the three will soon die.

Ifat the cemetery there be any un-
ar.ial delay in burying the dead,
erased by any unlocked for circum-
stance, sock as the tomb proving too
small to admit the coftm, it is a sign
that the deceased is selecting a com-
panion from among those present, and
one of the mourners must soon die.


