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Far be it from me to detract in any
weasnre from the credit that belongs
to Dr. Stephenson for our
Order in 1566, after we had all will-

founding
i 4 B Lo Lkd -

gly retired from active service, but
[ always feel that the most memorable
d of our comradeship was during

ir vears when we were lying the
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and Alabama.

“That's doing pretty well, after all,”

we have been about it.”

“Maps,” was always dispe

1c

optimistic, but we had a ol
weight in “Bruin,” so eal

always took the gloomiest
view of the situation.

“You call that doing pret
do you? Looks promising,
with a combined fleet of
Spanish and French ships bod
Mexico, and England gettin,
to pitch into us on account
Mason-Slidell affair, and th
generally licking us whenew

| meet us on anything like eq
Give me that map!” and he
up against the canvass wk
one could see. “Here are your rebel
States; here s your Union Army, on a
'narrow strip south of the Potomac,
and rebe! pickets and batteries on the
river above and below, within sight
of tha capital. Nearly 700,000 men

v

papers says—and here we lie doing
nothing.

s confronted with the Port
Ioyal affair, the succeseful defense of
Port Pickens, and a dozen lesser en-
which we claimed for
Union victories, but he was hard to
move, and predicted certain war with
Evgland if Mason and Slidell were
not liberated and a full apology made.
Thnere was at least one lawyer present,

Druin wa

gagements,

rand when asked for his opinion he ' found on

gave us what at this distance of time
have been a very sensible
view of the case, forestalling in many

seems o

particulars the diplomatic arguments
Mr. Seward and expressing his

ol

in the mess—a fellow who bad been
a consumptive theological student on

enlistment—was now a bearded young | 1.4 five times us many

rough who never canght cold, could

llj

 they |

'(iit

{in uis haver-sack in order to make
the supply last as long as was intend-
ed. Then, we had barely marched an
average of a dozen miles in a week.
Now, we thought ourselves lucky if

| we stopped short of that distance in

a single day. Then, we considered a
full knapsack part of the regular
equipment. Now, we rolled every-

| thing in a blanket, slung it over the

left shoulder and tramped off with a
light heart to sleep under such shelter
as could be improvised. We had fol-

lowed McClellan up the Peninsula, !

and Buarnside to Antietam; and here

opposite Frednrieksburg with |

something like fifteen thousand of our
late companions either dead across
the river or wounded in the various
hospitals.

We bad particularly good luck as
a society, in the matter of our records.

+urder arms—so one of the New York Eurly in January we had sent home

for eight stout leather-bound books of
a size convenient for the pocket. On
the inside of the cover of each was
printed in plain type the followi
REWARD.

Five dollars, either in 2old or its equiva-
lent in United States or Confederate money
will be paid for the return of this book in
good order to If captured by
v Contede please return across the
picket-line it possible,

Several of the books had
lost and recovered,
ABX

Antietam Creek,

nga:

rate,

already
One

been was

l-J~"s B!H;-'” over
and returned to its
The same one had
lain for a day or two in one of the
L‘il‘l:kji;(vmi!;\ r“'.\lu[‘:.

Another was returned across tha

owner next day.

wions of a lasting peace, with | belief that the rebel agents would ve Rappahannock, on a little raft with a

“That's a — lie. We licked
you like hell,” or “Well, you did get
away with us on that day, but you
men.”

Bat it is needless to recapitulate.
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LY S e : 500 org e ed. Now, we were velerans every- ti. .omment was to this effect :—
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out-march many a stronger comrade: Ty, ool Jist published since the

added “Maps,” “considering the time and had to economize rigidly when he . war embraces 564 items, but it is cer-
started out with three days’ rations tainly remarkable thbat the rough

notes of a soldier in the field, having
access only to stray newspapers and
camp-fire gossip, should have made
so full a record, and one so generally
accurate.

Number Two was calied next, his
subject being ““The Army—its defeats
and loeses.” This division was natu-
rally assigned to the person who has
been referred to as Bruin, but whose
real name was Alexander Brown, and
he did his task so well that once or
twice the society nearly lost its tem-
per. It must be remember that the
Army of the Potomac had just suffer-
ed themost
its lot duri
spirits of the men had not yet rallied.
But Brown went further and gave a
good rebel version to all the cam-
paigus of the year.

When he had finished, a rather
dangerous temper manitested itself,
which was, however, promptly checked
by the chairman, who reminded the
meeting that Drown had been selec-
ted “to do just what he had done, and
it's rather rough to lynch Lim for hay-
ing doue it better than you, any of
you, expected. The chair begs you
to remember that his left arm is in a
eling, and to remind you where he got
it hurt.”

“Number Three ! |

All turned with relief to Tom Smith, |
otherwise “Maps,” who began cheer-
fully with the action at Mill Springs,
Ky., on Jan. 19, and continued enu-
wmerating as viciories all that could
be reasonably ¢l

aimed as other than
defeats, until good-Lumor
restored.  In summing up
read as follows : “Now lest you should
think I have made the best of things,

A

absolute

Was he

look at the unquestionable facts.
ago we had hardly secured a
i the secedel State
Here we are holding our second meet-
ing away down on the R sppabannock,

yvear

foothold within

and we have all us been nearly within
If we,
Lere on the Potomac, have not always
Leen to
gained, it is far otherwise el ewhere.
We hold nearly half of Virginia, a

in sight of the rebel capital.

able bold all that we have

quarter of North Carolina, nearly the
whole Missouri and Kentucky,
and a large part of Tennessee, Mis-
sissippi and We have
driven the rebels altogether from Ar-

of
Louisiana.

izona aud New Mexico, and have al-
everywhere held all
Here are two maps
what we undoubtedly hold at

most that we

L«l\'r‘

showing

gained.

this time time, and what we held a |
vear If that is the result of an |
unbroken series of defeats, I say let !

a gﬂ,

us keep on being defeated.”

There was a dietinct round of ap-
plause, and one or two voices asked :
“How's that, Bruin?" but the chair-
man cut discussion short, for that was
prohibited.

“Number Four” was called, and
Henry Passer responded with . “The
The list of these
was short, and Number Five followed
with a long record of unquestionable

Navy—its failures.”

successess, Including more than a hune
dred and fifty captures of blockaders
and privateers, and the several nota-
ble successes of the fleets when en-
gaged with shore batteries,

Number Six read a brief summary
of the diplomatic situation, and Num-
ber Seven concluded with a similar
sketch, not altogether complimentary,
of the political aspects in the North-
ern States,

Upon Number iight, the chairman,
devolved the duty of summing up,
which he did in a way that left us in
a far more cheerful state of mind than
that in which we had Leen when we
came together: and when the adjourn-
ment for one year was announced we
lecided unanimously that there were
far better reasons for taking heart and

calling it a Merry Christman than we
had suppossed.

The fact is that throughout the war
the most of us were disposed to magnify
the disasters and iguore the general
march of and this first regu-
lar meeting of our society gave us a
hint that was improved, and was not
without its fintfluence during the year
that followed.

evenls

1863,

Qur regiment, with sadly depleted
ranke, was bivouacked at Culpepper,
Va., when the third anniversary came
round. More than balf of us were of-
ficers by this time, and there was no
difficalty in the matter of “hiring a
hall,” for several log-cabius had been
erected in anticipation of winter quar-
ters.
The proceedings were as before.

Tue same “Number ('ne’ read the di-
ary of events, but poor Bruin no loug-
er answered to the call of “Number

Two,” though his note-book hLad been

recovered with its upper left hand
corner shot away, and dark brown
staing remained on its russet covers.

It was at Chancellorsville on the third
day of the fight that Le fell,
characteris

and with

fidelity to duty it was

found l!..d, late on the 1ight l‘rf\rv',
he bad written up the surprise and
rout of the 11th corps, austic
comments on the heedlessness
commandeg.

with

of its

Curiously enough his

crushing repulse that fell to | life ended with the last general dis-

ng the whole war, and the | aster that befel the often defeated but

ficaliy triumphant Army of the Poto-
wac. e died before any of
that Jackson
fatally wounded early in the fight.

The cth

us Xnew

Stonewall had been

1 3 . 4
1al records now on file

re-
port 627 engagements for the vear,
but our journalist had heard of ouly
210; the fact being that neither the

1

newspapers nor camp gossip took ac
which 1t
“.t‘\‘l

..fhl
reports had been read, was as f
the
badly beaten in two great batties—
and Chickamanga—

but the first cost the Confederacy the

count of small atfairs
earlier days

battles

were  mag

into

the

The su

1

ninge ur
ming

llows

“During vear we Lave been

- n o
Chancellorsvilie
ra

Its
Iis

life of its most dashking general, aund
wore than retrieved a
As

be fore, it has been tie tate of the l'o-
tomac

the second was

few weeks later at Chattanocoga.

Army to fight over and on the
ttvsh

old familiar ground, but Getty<burg
Las settled once and forever the ques-
tivn of invadiug the Northern States,
In the Western Department the geo-

)

graphical gains have been rapid, and
the Confederacy has been cut 1n two
by the openivg of the Mississippi

River. The rebe! arum ve b
hopelessly weakened by tattle
destruction, aud there .re 1o more re-

cruits. The hope of mterveution
3 ] hias
peared, and 1t ouly remaius for us to

L«

rebel

the part of Eugl nearly disap-

!d our own against the lower of the

army while the coil tighter

around the rest of the Confederacy.”

While this meeting wgs in progress,
almost unknowa to its wembers one
outsider after another had dropped in,
until the little cabin was packed, and
pyramids of blue overcoats crowded
both and

windows the single door.

Wken Number Eight concluded hus
summing up, a roar of aj piatise arose
| that brought the ctheer of the day

with a file of men to see what was the

watter, and he was hardly persuaded

that 1t was not his duty to report the
whole proceeding at headquarters,
An \)l\i(‘ll.\ adjournment was had
bhowever, but a ma=s meeting organized

outside, which elected itself an hon;
orary mewber of the Christmas Phae
lanx, and notified lin‘ active mvubet-
ghip that in 1304 the reports must be

read in pubiic, on pain of a regimental

irt-martial,

1564,

No regular meeting Members or
substitutes were all present in the
immediate aeighborhio d of Fort Fish-
er, N. C,, but the conditions were not
favorable to reading reports

As one of the two survivers of the
society, and trom the tirst its perma-

nent chairman, it only remaing for me
to report that no meeting took place
after Christmas, 15863. The records

are among my most treasured relics of

the war, and sometiume thev will be.

come the property of the P'ust o: which

I am a memter: that is, unless my
comrade Johnston, of — Post
survives me, in which case 1wy heirs-

at-law will hand over the records to
him, and I suppose they will go to his
‘ost.

There are only six oi ti

war-worn

volumes left. Number Five is known

to have been destroyed with its owner,
by the bu i

rillee

sting of a shell in o

Nuwmber

pits in front of Petersburg
Seven was lost in the W i !! rness, thl
has never been heard from: but as

Number Three was returned

Re

ago, | have hopes that its missiz

to me LYy

a onstructed Reb ' only two years

g fel
low may etill be found somewhere.

It has been told how the first leaves
of each book were reserved for what
may be termed itse own particular
“descriptive list,” and it will readily
be understood that these short, pithy
memoranda afford a striking record of
the vicissitudes that beset the soldier
in a marching volunteer regument. |
wi!l trapscribe the record of Number
| Tiree, as a sample of the rest
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