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A WESTERN SKETCH.

The express trains of that monu-
ment of engineering skill, the Denver
and Rio Grande Railway, now daily
the extreme eastern portion
Mountains, lying

traverse
of the Rocky

and the Puebio on the south; and
summer tourists, as well as all-the-
year-round men of business, pass over
the picturesque ro«d by hundreds and
by thousands in the courseof a single
year. There wasa time however—
white men were very scarce in that
asd when the only means of
lated
trips were al-

section,
locomotion was a much dilapis
Concord coach, whose
leged to be weekly, the
ter of fact, the
practically

ugh as a mat
time schedule of said

coach was filled out to

the
ussing”

driver, as he with much

suit

™ and little r-‘;mnl_ carried

Uncle Sam's matls from stage to
tage.
Eather more than twenty years ago

there was, about milway between
1 Colorado Springs, a point
on the road where the broad wvalley
eep and wild gorge,
known as the George Washington |
Gulch. The gorge is there yet, I pre-
| sume, but the name has apparently
| disappeared, there being no such sta-
nor, so far as [
can discover, such a place on the re-
ised meps of Colorado. But in® those
Washington Gulch
of the Denver
Leaving Indians out of
they being of a ul
the resident p

Denver an

narrowed into a

tion on the railway,

old days George
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the quest
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| shed had been erected in
to do d as a barn for the ac-
smmodation o f the four horses usual-
v to be found there; while ,n«!_)..ining
was a frame mansion, consisting of
me apartwment, which served as a

dining hall and
for the three inh
well being the offic
Hon

to his position

leeping room, parlor,
kitchen bitants, as
ial headquarters of

Saranel Green who, in addition

as agent of the stage
ompany, held a postmaster's commis-
sion from the President of the United
States.
Honorable—be it remembered that

Mr. Green was a Government official

iness had

bis hinds, not
i
1f, un
h had to do
stage business and went ‘lead-
heai'—-Honorable Samnel Green's
mpanions in the Gulch were a ne-
ro named Ananias—doubtless from

wsity for prevarication—who

va iief groom of the stable

half-breed whose main occu-
trap and shoot
This latt

vidual was 'xnm'. n as Francis Murphy,

Indian,

pation was to game

and then cook it. er iudi-

chie was a fondness
lut ey.
e close of a fair s day

le Samue! Green, Messrs,
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activity for five who
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important trip to
Washiogton Gulch wat
Iy on afl <o r

perity. Honorable Samuel Green ac-
tually had considerable postal busi-
ness to transact, besides which a
double service had to be put on the
road, while Guleh passengers arrived

or departed with every «
to this fact that the postmaster owned
the richest claim ir
Gecrge Washington Gulch, and it will
be readily understocd that he had de-

an interest in

veloped into an individual of consid
erable importance

Still, if one had about that
quietly investigated among the stra

who formed the curiously

cosmopolitan population of that Colo-
rado valley, with a view to learning

who among their number was held in
the highest esteem, Honorable Saiaun
el’'s name would scarcely have receiv-
ed mention. The parson was the fa-
vorite among “the boys,” and hardly |
a man but would gladly have given
Lis last dollar, aye, or of his
blood, had anything so serious been |

epo |
life's |

necessary to help the parson out of « |

tight place. Never let it be imagined
for a moment that the parson ¢ 1' the |
Guleh was the orthodox pastor, in the
habit of wearing broadcloth of clerical
cut and He wo
but 1t

white cravats.
broad-brimmed hat certainly,
was of the approved cowboy patte
to a coat he was well nigh a stran
content to a heavy
red woolen

being appear in
shirt ; while for trouseis
he substituted the highly ornamen
a'x'i pic 'tt're-que buckskin breaches at-

scted by Mexicans, Indians and oth
er denizens of the far West, It is
l‘\z'\'t.‘h‘h ih 1d

ted

certain that the title of

never been, verbally or in writing,

prefixed to Ins name; and
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“Parson Jim"

distinctio

vel Le

knew, the Loys knew, that to i
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mark of in a distr.ct wher

osed to have 1

men were supj ]
while Christiin

titles or surnames,

names were invariably reduced to
wonosyllables.

Parson Jim's record and capabili
ties were hardly such as woull 1

commend him as a candidate for

church work in communities luyi
im to advanced cxvx!;zm m. e
( d not read the

Pentateuch in ti
inal Hebrew, or d ]

disc
ty-nine Articles;

uss a2 A

but he wasz a dead

shot 2 revolver, and could ¢ruca
fu the back of a bucking tron-
ko 1 Westminister Catechism
was a sealed book to Parson Jiw., but

lwm:x.rl set a broken limb, raise
with the next

man. And because he was as 1«8

tent, or build a shanty

> when fiery 1 coursed throngh

the veius of other men—because he
Was as i rave S a 1 )z —1l . i
was gentle as a woman with sick men
—because he | s big heari—

o ke kindly words—anrd because

nothing cawme amiss to Par Jim,
the rough specimens of huma:

e oge Washin n Gulch love i
respected bim as they never id
Lave loved and respected a grave «nd

learned doctor of divinity from th
East
Now, in a Western mining towrn it
1s a gross breach of et juefte to
make Inquiries as to a mau's g gree
I
r to attewmpt to learn more t
chooses to tell of his history pii
Lis ...n:\dl in camp. S0 long as he is
‘square’” and behaves him 13
:~'A li.‘m VS .u.iv~~ B {
em OY a sori of
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ster's ‘ handsome roan mare, without bag or
Goorgo | baggage, and made his quarters at
g braye- | the rude hotel connected with
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Parson Jim made his appearance in
the galch during the winter immedi-
ately following the summer when
the Hon. Samuel Green made his im-
portant discovery of the existence of
He arrived on a

the
Sample Rooms.
During the evening there was a scuf-
fle in the large bar room, and the new-
comer looked in through.one of the
doors to see what was the trouble. A
young and slender lad of perhaps 19

or 20 years was struggling with a brn-

tal looking, muscular giant of twice

his age. It was only a question of!
utes when the big
would

rough fellow
“down’’ his young opponent,
and yet the dozen or so of onlookers

made no attempt at interference.

| Just as the new arrival appeared on
| the scene the younger combatant got

in a nasty blow, which evident!y hurt
and irritated his opponent. Quick as
lightning the big fellow drew his
bowie knife, and raised it preparatory |
to plunging it into the lad

“Hands off, you bully!" shouted
the stranger in the doorway. The |
fighter glanced rapidly in the
direction from whence these words
but did not drop the hand
which gripped the ugly knife. 5

“Drop that knife!”

came,

|

thundered the |

tis uu,rr, at the cume time laying his
..... nd upon his ['etnl pocket,

lx..~ buily noticed the last-named

action and, letting go the boy, yel

.n“l, '

with added oaths:

“Curse you, chut up! Who are
you, anyhow” The large man was
vidently very angry. He hLeld the

in his left hand, and with his
drew a heavy revclver, which

preceeded to 18\'&2
“Throw up your
uted the latter.

i1l not hear thi

at the strang:

1‘... t! fallowe
Ut e i2llow

warnl

went the hammers of the
vas a que=tion of juarier-sec
Baing! went one revolver—the stran-

—and the big mar
Then there wasa mom

‘— ‘.".1\1.
entary silence,
ved Ly some queer
“Dead as ,
2t “Stranger's
“Ba (\\U"Hl shot f '

ejaculations:
“Sarved hin
a plucky un?”
“Who air

a Iujin!

ouy,
stianger, anyhow?
ys,” said the new arrival,
when at lust Le had a chance tospeak,
“this isa sort of s that I am
not Sometiwes it is neces-
Iam
t it.
"1 pay the funeral expenses and an-
swer all  questions

busines
fond of.
1, a8 1t was to-night.
sorry ; but let's gay

. thonot
iry, thougt

uo more abou

k v 0 I m?
I there'il be prea
! vith the 1l
ext o h} 1 .
It was a str I fi
preacher, but it was perhaps the
( he could have had iu that

{ place. A;.y\m_\'. the respect of
N s was lastingly se-
cure !. at time on he grew

In {avor as & man aud a }ret..nr

I': !t.,*t"\ 1 coach \\Ylnh Was
serious lr\wb’.:'.('.,v!r.ucu.' be-
tween De nver and Ge rge Wast

was infested by

1 r the
v regular dire-devil known as
. l\m-n " This man

“Kansa:" had
itla 1 and robbed ]

the

| & few words.

{ man, as he stepped to the door, “give i

l passed

as Parson Jim's cook and
maid. Ah Wing was himself per
'chance in sume Chinaman's paradice,
for his sleepy features, usually utterly
void of expression, were illumined by
a yellow smile. The parson was off,
as he frequently wae, on a trip down

the valley, and the parsonage, being |

well removed from the main portion
of the seitlement, was seldom visited
during hLis absence. The dreaming
Celestial was therefore much surprised,
and indeed frightened, when he was
awakened from his slmuber by a
violent hammering at the barred door.
He cautiously drew dack the wooden
bolt, and peered out into the warm,
starlit night. Close to the door he

beheld a stalwart man, with long black |
bair and a heavy mustache, holding !
in one band the bridle of a large!

horse, while on his left arm he carried
a girl—evidently dead or in a fainting
condition.

“Where is the parson?”
stranger in a firm but quiet voice.

“Parson Jim he go way muchee; he
o come home till Slunday,” replied
the surprised Chinaman.

“Well, hold my horse, and hold Lim
tight. This young woman is very
sick, and I'm going to lay her on the
parson’s bed,”

He entered the room, and tenderly
laid his burden on the camp cot which
Parson Jim used for a bed. Then he
tore a fly-leaf from an old book which |
Le saw lying around, and pro ducing a
ehort end of a pencil from his pou.d
wrote hastily and somewhat cluwsily

“See here,” he said to the China-

this piece of paper to the parson as!
soon as he returns. This young lady
is burt a little and frightened a great
deal, and she has fainted. Pretty
soon she will come around. Wke: |
she does see that you take good care |
yeliow-skinned, white-
Perhaps you'll behave
better if I tell you

name is K Ansas,

of her, you
livered duck.

yourself all the

The Chinaman perceptibly trembled

as he heard the dreaded name, but

said nothing, and the handsome stran-

ger sprang to his horse and rode away. |
Al Wing quietly surveyed his new |
charge, and saw that she was a yellow- '

haired, fair-complexioned i
Lipi 15 or 16

evidently unused to

rl of per-
slender, and
work of any kind.
.ll:l)' ‘n't’i'l watch
and noticed that the girl
gradually from her faint

years,

The Chinaman f

all night,

|
an easy slumber.

6 o'clock
| and the girl was still sleeping, when
Parson Jim returned. Ah Wi r,; felt
wuch relieved, and at o:ce handed
the note to his master. It was writ-
‘en in a rough, anknown hand, bnt
this is what Le managed to decipler.

Parson: You are un
a pretty
father was aceidentally sh

It was

rstoo! to be |

This

t this even-

good feilow. girl's

She mu-st

ng in a scutife with the coach people
@ m 1

be cared for, and I se

I kn

you for the job. W your record,
aud you are the only man in Colorado
I would trust with an unprotected

sirl. I will see u are supplicd
from fime to time with money for her

adat y

keep. DBa true (o this trust, or o k
out for KANsas.
The parson tw'ried the paper in his
fin ;ers, shovzd it into his hip pocket,
and then asked a fow 3 |

uid vou know his
i, Ah Wing?”
Ah Wing no fool.”

later the fair

n again if you

;aw
“Yes, siree.
Half an Lour

stranger opened

young
and the
vut pleasant
way, proceeded to make her feel at
home.

“] am afraid, miss, that
jast passed through
b,t try and feel that

* S i
gafe and among irer

her e

parson, in his homely

vou hs
serions trouble
at ] ast
You are
tzis poor house afford

do for you shll

A1 Ar

wnd anything we can

be done

chamber- |

| father and I bad

asked the |
| I know, and my father bads
| of his own, but what

| my roof. It}

| could not have been

ihtu‘

in the morning, |

s shot dead.
l Then the girl had faiuted, and re.
membered nothing until
herseli in Parson Jim's best room.
Her name, she said, was Ethel Win-
{ ship.

Putting the girl's story and the
c‘wutenw of the note together, it look-
ed as though the desperado Kansas
had l\“u‘i the f.r] s father, and

vrompted by some feelings of remorse
and pity, had undertaken to kelp the
| bereaved danghter.

A day or two later, when Ethel was
| somewhat rested aud her grief less
poignant, Parson Jim had another
talk with her.

“What would
said.

“Oh, sir, there is nothing for me to
do. Get me work of some kind here

in this place.

We had no fric

Wisei ¥ resisled e, he W

she found

you like t> d he

-
lived and traveled
together since my mother died, wmany
vearsago. We were getting poor, too,
me !u ins
were [ do
not know. H you will help me to get
a living here, I shall be much ¢ bliged,
acd I am willing to try anything."”
“My poor ;h'l 1,"” said Parson Jim
in his kindly voice, “1 4

they

m truly sorry
for you. If
rough home
til we can manage something better
for you. I have no oue for whom I
care, or who cares for me—only the
boys in camp. Bat those same boys
will te that not a hair of your
head will be hurt w

you can be content

in my

for a while, stay here un-

1l you

have pienty of this wc
wealth—more than the boys
= audiTis

my Lm.‘.l_\'.'

imagine
wn afford aslight addition to

id that Par-

SIU\‘

So she stayed and four

son's Jim's words

were true.
treated more as
a |\ .- L.!\l she l-L\'H an earl's ll;mghtvr
and the guest of

a dowager duchess.

As the weeks passel, Parson Jim
managed ¢ ple ute hitile
| roowms onc of which
!‘.\'m “my lady’s chamber,” and the
1

other the “parlor.” Then, too,

pretty

carpets and furniture came from Den-
ver, aud the boys I.gk » think that
the parson was putu n “lugs,”
But they excused a £o l deal in the

parson, |:;\1 really vied with one

another

u paying h ge iu ther
rough way to the parsons ward.

O course the
and P

Samue! Green

F 800N Knew
h-u!

ind one or

wrson Jim shown Ilon.,

two cthers

the note that Kansas had left with
| ".uﬂl \\l.n shlp.

Montls tled and E thiel s ' at
the Guicl e Lt l,
an i i pPatson’s
car ak r rtae
bie. She showed her grautad '
hundred womanly says, and kept the
par ge a3 ucat and pretty t
bad Leen in MussacLusetts or the
English midlands, na wild
Colorado va 0] ry e
DOWS Ca ! wrdcr by
]\ (3 9 : uls g M, g
girl bec zitated I Vele
ger 1 the man I
a dear father

Three years 1 quickly away
at George Washi 1 U Tue
robber hal evidently not | wien lus

¢ rt rl, ior at
t ot ey Lt veen
! Arson low sill
nEas [+ had al-
ways been placed there over night iu
| A mysterious manuer, for no
ever seen to doit. Parson Jim him-
self still preached every Sundav in
the Sawple Rooms, anl was stili a
| prime favorite withthe miners, throug
luey sometuncs wonder hy a mar
who was evidently so well *“fixed” as
the parson ghould e t stay 1n a
rough, out-of-the-way 1lace like the
Galch.

Ethel Winship L ! int
beautiful wowan, 1
she was pretty. Par Jim pere i
this. Parson Jim we with
his ward

But the girl bu nto a flcod of

tears, and could speak mno words but
oor father—poor father!

Later Parson Jim learned that
shie il Ler father were the ouly
pass n the preceling day from
] 1 that .\exei;v;'."

R > Colorado 8 on their |
way to New Orleans. The coach was
a 1 by highwaymen, and as the NI cang y 3 t
© wer, Mr. Winship, rather us- ' (Continued on 4th page.)




