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their salaries. This act was the be-
ginning of oar ochooi system, ami
may be considered tfcf ftniudation of
our present scholastic knowledge.

Dating the term of Gov. Charles i
Calvert, from the 11th of October,
1720, to the 10th of October, 1727,
and that of Benedict Leonard Calvert,
from the 10th of October, 1727, to the
Ilth of October, 1732, provincial af-
fairs propered, and an impetus was

given to all classes of industries, and,
in addition to the earnest interest ta-

ken in education, many other whole-
some and humane laws were enacted,
each as the relief of Quakers. Indians
anil other languishing ’

Jmsoniit in •
jail, stay of execution in the collection ;
of small debts, the erection oi towns,

and other laws tending to the conve-
nience, prosperity and happiness of
the people.

i On the 28th day of October, 1728,
an act of the Legislature was passed
for the laying out of land and erecting ‘
a town in Bt. Mary's county it a place \
formerly called Seymour Town. Com- ,
missionere were appointed and em-

powered to purchase by agreement or ¦
valuation of a jury fifty acres of land, ; |
adjoining to the place where St. Ma- 1 j
ry’s county Court House now stands, ,
and to cause the same to be surveyed
and laid out for a town into eighty 1
lots, with convenient streets, lanes, | j
&c.—the owner of the land to have 1
his choice for two lots—the remain- i
ing lots (o be taken up only by in- i
habitants of the county, within four |
months after laying out of same, no f
person to take up more than one lot. . '
after four months any person whom- , J
soever might take up lots by paying ;
the owner of the land proportionately 1
the taker-up to build a house to cover t
four hundred square feet, with brick , (
or stone chimneys, within twelve i
months and, failing to do so, any oth-
er person might enter upon said lot ,
by paying the sum of tobacco first set

upon such lot for the lienelit and use

o! the town the taker-up to Lave a ,
fee simple title or estate, and all to

the Right Honorable, the Lord ,
Proprietor, and hie heirs forever one (
pi nny current money per annum for

euch lot so taken up; all lots not ta-

ken up within seven years reverted to j
the owner; the place to be called i ,
“Leonard-Town,’ and all writs issued 1
by the Court to be made returnable to
the said place by the name of "Leon- ¦
ard-Town." The town derived its
name from Benedict Leonard Calvert,

who was Governor at that time, and |
it Joes not appear that the town made =

much progress during the first few

years of its existence. The act of
1728 was not to prejudice the interest I

jof those who had complied with the
requisites of the former act whereby
p\rt of the land allowed to be laid
out was actualh- surveyed into lots

' and then called -Seymour Town, neith-
er was it to effect the buildings and
improvements of the heir at law of
Thos. Cooper, deceased.

One year later, 172*4, Baltimore
Town was laid out, hence it will be
perceived that Leonardtown i one

ye tr older than the great city of Bal-
timore.

Two years later, 173U, Thos. Spald-
ing, Jr., became the owner of the land,
and was permitted to use the lots not

taken up, but not to remove any ofthe
t>oiiiidary poets—it appearing that
part of one acr* of land, whereon the
Court House now stands, was hereto-
fore given by Philip Lynes, Esqr., de-
ceased, to the Justices of the county
were for that purpose—but through

¦ the neglect of the Clerk doth not

appear upon the record, though
• three of the bound t-oles were then

> standing and the place of the other
• was well known. The said land,

L contained within the said bounds, is

1 r hereby vested in the Justices, to the
r use of tin said county forever. The

• surveyor to make a fair plat of Leon
1 ardtown. which was to be sul*scribed

- t-> by the Commissioners, and by them
i returned to the County Clerk, and by

5 him lx- entered among the Land Ke-

t , coni.- of the said county.

REMINISCENCES OF COLOIUL TUBS.
Sln-|>|iitr<r. 014 n*Mk, and

lonani T*w in Mt. Mmry n ('•¦¦iy.

By Viscknt Camalikji

Ft* in the JTth of March, Ui34, Ju*
1i.vfi nine/ when Leonard Culvert,
ComtCHiiJei, Keeper ot the Great -Seal,
Ac., with his two hundred follower*, ,
Jrn led on the of Augusta, Car-
ol.i.. afterwards 6t. Mane's, and now

Bt. Maty's, sixty-one yean= passed ;
away i*eforc the bounds of St. Mary's
county wete established. At the May 1
session of the Assembly in 1005, it

enacted tdukL an<J aftxir the I
3ord of April, 1000, the bound.-! of
St. Mary's county should begin at
I'dint Lookout and extend up the I'o-
tomac river to the lower side of Budd's
Creek, and over, by a straight line '
drawn from the head of the main
branch of said cieea to the head of .

Indian Creek ;n Patuxent river, in-

cluding -i.il that land lying between
Patuxent and Potomac rivers, from
tiie lower part of the said two creeks
ai. I branches of Build's and Indian
Creeks, by the line aforesaid and
Point Lookout. At this same session
the bounds of Charles and Prince >

George's counties were described, and :
the latter erected in a county which -

should, on and after the said :23rd of
Ajril, hdM>, St. George's day)
enjoy all rights and benefits equal
with th* other counties of the Pro-
vince.

It was al.-o at the same time enao- j
ted that the St. Mary's county Court
be and forever hereafter held at the
city ot Sr. Mary's, as well as all such
other do* ent services the Justices!
should deem convenient and agree to. (

The Island of Kant was added to 1
and mad*- a part of Talbot county in
10%, and in 1707 it was made a part
ol Anne's county and has re- ’
m.nned eo ever since.

In I>9,: ' trustees were appointed to ,
purchase lands adjoining “The Foun-
tains ot Healing Waters,” called the
“ 00l Springs, in St. Mary’- county,
for the purpose of building Louses for
the use ot such poor and impotent per- :
sous as should go to the springs for
cure. The act was partially carried
out, and Francis Nicholson, Esq., then !
Governor, caused Episcopal services to <
be held there once a week, and Bibles 1
and prayer books to be given to the
poor. The place is now known as i
Charlotte Hall, the seat of learning
in Southern Maryland, where inform- 1
er years the talents of many young j
mi n of Maryland were developed into i
rife scholarship, who became promi-
nent in the atiairs of the Nation, and
today Charlotte Hall School compares
favorably with an\ like institution of
learning in the I'nited States, and
thr cleai >-00l water still llows abun-
dantly from the Healing Fountain, |
imparting to ail who paitake of it

now the same curative it
dispensed in It’dv

In tin- year Governor Nicholson
I was appointed Governor of Virginia
, and Governor Nathaniel Blackiatone,
K pr.ro, was made Governor of Mary-
land, and met the Legislature of the
Frovince it Annapolis in IKO'.t, form-
erly Ann Arundel Town, at which
session Annapolis was made by law
the chief place an>i Seat of Justice for
holding the Assemblies and Provin-
cial Courts and in the same year the
State House was struck by lightning,
several of the members of the Legis-
lature weie struck down ami one of
them killed.

Four years after this event the State
House was consumed by fire and was
rebuilt in 17t'7. In 17<47 there wore
twelve -ounties in Maryland, and ;n

170> Annapolis was created a city,
her charter dating the 23nd of No-
vember of that year.

About this time an enlightened poi-
. ;cy prevailed—water mills were built,

new roa Is opened, towns laid out and
many wholesome laws passed for the
benefit of the people.

, The first move tow ads erecting a
town, on the land now occupied by

* ..eon irdtown. was in the year 1700*,
at Sheppard * Old Fields, near the

I Seymour Town derived its name
from Governor Seytomw who was

I Governor of the Prcvialtffrom 1794
to 1708 inclusive.

A number of lota werM|k opand
improved in the town, oft the Court
House was built betwMp.lUß and
1710, for wo find that asftl(wsiQA Of
the Legislature held at Ajpnapontfi!
the Proving* of Marylaadpkthe 50tTi
of October, 1710, an acro'ia passed
directing "that St. Uwi county

1 Court be continued at thl C-ourt
. House, built at ScymodfTown, oth-

erwise ‘Sheppard's Old Fidda/’’' *•-

J Before passing on to of
Li onardtown we have a wor<f to Bay

about Sheppard's Old Fields : This
was a tract of land much larger than
that which Leonardtown now occupies, .
and was owned and cultivated by a

numerous family named Sheppards
long before the bounds of th county ¦
were described. i

It vemed to be a kind of head-
quarters for tralfic in skins of wild
animals, such as foxes, wolves, beav-
ers, bears, etc. About three and a-

half miles north of this place was

the Beaver Hams, where heavers were |
' numerous and were shot and trapped

! by Indians and at Sheppard *,

1 from whence they were shipped by
. sailing craft to Kent Island and to ;
trading stations in Virginia.

This tract of land passed into the

hands of Philip Lynes, and from him
to Thomas Cooper, and through Coop-
er to Thos. Spalding, Jr., and Catha- ,
nne, his wife, whom it appears were

the owners of the land at the time
Leonardtown was laid out. About

; tiie time that the name of Leonard- '

I town appovrs wolves, squirrels and .

1 crows were numerous in Maryland. !
the wolves attacked lambs, pigs, calves
and even children, the crows, not only

pulled up the young corn in the Spring, i
but large Rocks of these birds would

, light on the corn in the field and eat

and waste eighty bushels in a day. !

I Squirrels in droves of hundreds were

even more destructive to the corn-

fields than the crows, also 1
: visit fields of wheat, rye and other .

; grain, cut off the heads and carry

them to their dens. A law was there-
fore passed exacting from every taxa-
ble inhabitant in a family three equir-

' rel scalps or crow heads every year,
to be produced before some Justice of

1 the Peace, *fcc.
Ifany person failed to perform his

1 or her duty in this matter, he or she I
was subject to a fine of two pounds of i
tobacco. A reward nf two hundred
pounds of tobacco was given to any
person who might bring a wolf’s head
before any Justice nf the Peace for the
countv in which the wolf was killed; <

I J

and, and that the head of said wolf
might not bo offered for sale the sec-

i ond time, the Justice was required to
cut out the tongue and crop off (he '
ears, Au-.

Attorneys neglecting their cli. nts

cause in any of Iho county Courts
were liable to a fine of four hundred
ponnds of tobacco. Profane sweat ing,
drunkenness ami blasphemy were also
punishable, the latter by a fine of
tw nty pounds sterling and a hole
bored tongue of the offender.

Sabbath-breaking was made pun-
' ishable by a fine of two hundred

pounds of tobacco, and housekeeper*
selling strong liquor on Sunday were

( subjec t to a fine oftwo thousand pounds
of the same article. A law against
gambling was enacted, also against

opening public or private letters. For
. stealing any provincial seal the olfen-

i der was to le whipped with thirty-
. nine lashes, -land in the pillory two

i hours and then be banished from the
, Province. It ia said that the seels

• were never counterfeited or stolen af-
ter the passage of this act. While it

. appears that our forefathers found it
, necessary to pa stringent laws for

1 the punishment of crimes and misde-
s moanors, they nevertheless displayed

a commendable solicitude for the ci.l-
--i tivation of the mild*and moral* of

the youth nf the Province for wc find
, that the subject of education took

root at an parly period in the Province.
An act that vm passed in 1092 for

the encouragement of learning in the
Province was revived in 1723, in

which St. Mary e was represented by
the Rev. Leigh Maaeey. Col. Thom a?

Trueman GreenlleW and J as. Bowipe.

Eaqr. These gentlemen, with thirty-

two other? representing their respec-
tive counties, were by law made trns-

tt-es md visitors of schools to l< os

tablished, with jx>wcr to hold land?
build houses, appoint teacher? and fii

On the 2nd day of the Mar h Terra

of the Circuit Court of Bt. Mary's
county 1831, the Court House acci-
dently tookT.re, and notwithstanding
the presence cf a iarge concourse of
citizens, the building, with many of
the Lind and other Recor-is, was en-
tirely -onsumed. On the following
Tnofediy the citizens of the county

i mot t Leonardtown and requested
th* Levy Court to liorraw a sufficient

amount of monev to build a new

Court House, The Court appointed

Head of Rretton’s liay, on the land of
Fhilij l.ynes. This act was disallow-
ed. but was revived by an act of the
Legislature in 17t4S. appointing com-
missioner? to purchase fifty
acres of land at the aforesaid place
and have the same surveyed and laid

I out in lot# for the election of a town,
to be known as Seymour Town, where
the Court House was to lie built and St.
Mary s county Court to be held in the
new Gourt House.

.Saint • ißarifs Deacon.
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I Henry G. S. Key, Joseph Harris and
Enoch I. Millard to negotiate the loan,
which they did with Robert Gilmore, |

iof Baltimore citv, the amount being j
$8,510.

The contract tor the building was
m ule with Ignatius Mudd, of Wash* ;
ington City, under the supervision of
William T. Small, a Baltimore archi-
tect. On the 6th day of August 1831,
the corner-stone was laid at the North
East corner of the main building by
Captain George Pent, a highly respec-
table citizen of the county, seventy-
five year* old anil of revolutionary
tame. He was aided by the master
bru k'tuaacm, Franci* Aiexat-dsr Sf aid •
ing and Fielder Magruder. There
was a large ast-emblage of citizens on
the occasion. The following articles
were deposited under the stone

One ten cent piece, U. 8. coinage
1830 ; one 25 < ent piece. I T

. 8. coinage
1820 ; one copy of Maryland GnxetU
cl Oct. 22, 1779, Samuel and Freder-
ick Green, Editors, Church street, An-
napolis , several copies of same paper,
Jonas Green, Editor ; one copy of the
Baltimore Po'rwt, August 1831, Isaac 1
Mysirco, Editor ; one copv ol a paper
edited by Francis Preston Blair, Wash-
ington, D. C., August 3, 1831, con-
taining the Ith of July Oration of;
John Quincy Adams ; one copy of the ,
Philadelphia Album, July 3d, 1831, fone copy of the Globe, August 3, 1831, I
edited by Francis Preston Blair, Wash-
ington.

Endorsed or. the package was the
following

"May the arrow’ of death quiver in I
the hearts of those who attempt to
stille the pure ermine of Justice with-
in these walls." “My Country and
Country s Cause." Liberty and Union
one ami inseperable." Signed, George
Plater.

After the laying of the corner-stone
Henry G. S. Key, Esqr.. delivered an i
appropriate Oration.

Joseph Spalding, Postmaster of
Leonardtown, was th*- amanuensis on
the occasion.

At this period, our Judicial Circuit |
was known as the first, and comprised
the counties of St. Marc's, <'harles, 1
and Prince George's. J ihn Stephens ,
was Chief Judge and E Imund Key |
and John R. Plater were Associate
Justices. For Bt. Mary’s county, Jos. !
Harris was Clerk oi the < 'ircuit Court
Enoch J. Millard, Register of Wills, '
and Benjamin G. Cole, Sheriff.

If circumstances make the man, |
why not make a town also, and had
the citizens of the county exhibited
that energy, enterprise and thrift ,
iness, which have been manifested by
the Eastern Shore and the Upper !
Counties of the State, might not Leon- I
ardtown, have been to-day a populous
and flourishing city * Circumstances,
however, were against it, and it
still remains a small country village,
while her junior sister, Baltimore,
has become the great emporium of the
Btate.

*T<> some 't my readers it may t*e inter
terestiug t*> explain the difference Vtween

i tiie Julian an<i < srcgori.au Calendars. The ,
I former, r OM Style, commences the year'
i n the 25th day of Marrh, and tlie latter,

>r New Style makes the 1-t lay of January’
the IKarin nine of the year. The New StyU

; Calendar by which we now make our cal- !
eolations was introduced by Pope Gregory t
XIIIin 1582. The sy-tem was adopted in i
England in 1752 by the Swedes in 1753.
and by the Gorman States in 177<> Tlie
Russians are the only civilize*! nation in
Europe who still adhere to the Old Style,

j hence in their computation they an now
j als>ut 14 clays behind the real time

BOjuFor chronic catarrh, induced
by a scrofulous taint. Ayer's Sarsa-

• parilla is the true remedy. It stops
catarrhal discharges, removes the sick-

i emng ordor, and never fails to
thoroughly eradicate every trace of
the disease from the blood. Sold by

I all dealers in medicine.

X-f*'Svs the Irishman in thr story
„For six long wakes in the month ol
August I was ‘.’.at omo back, on me
all-fours, and mo whole cry was

‘wather' watber' Which seems a-
bout the size of it, with those very
good people, our friends the Prohibi-

-1 tioniats.—i Ex.

I®*Ayer's Hair Vigor is a univer-
sal beautifies Harmless, effective,
and agreeable, it has taken high rank
among toilet articles. This prepara-

i tion causes thin and weak hair to

become abundant, strong, and healthy,
and restore* to gray hair its original
color.

G&EEI.EY'b MISTAKES. —First <’itl-
zen—sarcastically—"This is a nne day
for laying a corner-tone.

Second ditto—"Oh, yes- Another
one of General Greelr’s mistakes, lie
thought ,t was a Baptist rniversitv
they wanted the weather for.

“I hear that the purser i juite
eick this morning ? '

"Sorry to hear it. Followed the
usual nautical course, I presume r ’

"What is that 0

“Gone to the doc. for repairs.' --

Owi.

Sal; -.* M,•nil’s Beacon
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A WAR TRA6EOY
It you have never been in the val-

ley of the Tennessee—l mean that part
of the famous valley th .t stretches
so 11thwart-ward from the great Sand
Mountain to the picture pie table
lands of Monte ij*no, you have missed
a scene. I willnot attempt to des-

! cribe it. 1 cannot do it justice. No
one can. It is the paradise of north
Alabama, and in the heart of that ir.r

southern district devastated by war,
atnl yet ti.tt.ks to it*pleasant mmi.n

and well tilled lands escaped dimct
unscratched.

Not many miles to the north w
Lookout Mouhr-ain ami

*

the iaiitte-
fields of Mission Ridge and Chicka-
mauga. Further tothc south in I west,

and on the same great trunk line that
passes within the -ha-low of the
heights on which llouker fought Lis
"battle in the clouds, is that already
famous young city ef phenomenal
growth. Decatur, and beyond tint,
the now Sheffield ami war scarred
Corinth-

But while this corner ol tho great
valley saw little ot either blue coats
or gray—except, jerhaps. an occasion-

al foraging party tint chance led
away from the railroad and into tho
garden laud, between the big hills—

the valley gave its Lest I lood for the
Confederacy, and sons and brother-
left the cotton unpicke lin the ileid
to join Hngg and his gathering hosp.

across the bor>ler line of Tennessee, in-

to follow the fortunes of Morgrn or
Stuart on their cavalry raids to the
north.

Hack irom the Tennessee, iu a cove
protected from the northers by tho
broad back of Monte Sano, a hardy
mountain farmer had built a house of
uucut stone —a poor place at best, but
a homo for the sake of what was in it.

It was not a typical southern home,
for the good wife and mother was
housekeeper, dairymaid md gardener
all in one. while the two strapping
boys, with their father, di 1 the work
which on other plantations fell to the
task of the negro slaves. At the
nearest store, at Maysville, old John
Rogers was, with indiscriminate cour-

tesy, dubbed "Colonel.” Why, ho
never knew. I’erhaps no one else did.
Even before the war military titles

were popular in Dixie. Now they are

all colonels. So few privates escaped
the war.

Among the negroes "(’ol. ’ John
was looked upon with some disdain.
A man who “worked" his farm with-
out a single black "boy was not likely
to win the respect of “the quarters”
a-* the lug plantations on the river.

Farmers who worked w.t<* “poo-ah
white trash in those days of easy
indolence. But “Col John thrived
for all that, and never a home in all
the broad valley was happier than in
the little cove under the shadow of

Monte Sano.

1 Nowstrivels slow in the muntry

! In those days few newspapers found
their way into the Tennessee valley

of Alabama, and the first shock ot war

at Fort Sumter was too ur awav to

etfect the tranquility of the people by
the great river. Then '•tme *hc fran-
tic calls for troop.- by the government

at Montgomery, and tin gr* at valley
was at last awakened to the horror a

,of war A recruiting otiice was oj-on-

od at Huntsville, ten miles away, on
th other side of Monte Sano. and
husbands, tnl f ithers, ..u 1 sons lelf

j their homes and people tnd wvnl 1-

way to the war. The valley ol the
Tennessee was desolate The negroes

went docking northward in search of
the army of emancipation md the
cotton was left in the bail-’to -poii.

, *

There came a tune wh“t; even f >od
i was scarce, and beef was worth ;ts

; weight in the strange new -crip the

Confederate government hel issued,
“Col. John fared worse than m my,

although for month- after the
of the lower valley had gone iwa>
into Tennessee, bis sou- yielded to the

wish of tho old folks an 1 stay is I at

home. The lime came, however. wh* n

honor compelled them to go and they
went, but the eyes of the aged mother
were we*, with tears, and the face of

the white haired “Col. John wis

> strangely old, when they bade their
boys good-by.

There are brave hearts here at
home who remember those r ad fare-

* wells, when the boys in blue went

}
far away to fight and die on those
southern battlefields.—There were the
sam..* aad partings in many a southern
home, and the war left hundreds of

(Continued on 4th page •


