
Saint Main's Ifeacon
w*raiiroio, ..

SUCH At

UAKlftiU.Is,

CUtVULAltfi'
BLASKS,

mu hkAim

tffor : rif *f> obtain rti-'Cfijxtiv* h-Ml bills
.< W •! at City iTrt.ru

sAlt OF THE COOX DOS.
Hi. bin mllrtl] dlupfiiircil. d *•

l)M ihi Hunter.

Atai'f;i thoe.- >*pi?ci“S 01
. A tuch max* l>e to have Hoi >me

*li'.L* tins CduA deg of our fallo-r-i
.r iL !’ iriicularHrair. o! Lio ,d,

1 La* he mvilad the kvon m.’ nt oi ’iie
'

f ’ciet'iiAtu. i with the L

iA 4’.er- 1. dug, :m I the tenuity af the
j 1. tog the -toaith ot the Pao/

' thei With arroiujilwlitneuL'*IHift
11..’ t- Itbght lll*X*dmvu

, -Wi or' •rt#*-f^i!i
xx" !d probably haveduen ?&!•* in hi*
koi 1 dip he might have been able to

hoi i hi.- . in in a tight, or have -toed
r cxce ent diance of as
• Leep-Fieuler. tut he couhin t have

been a -oi, dog. For your coon :•* a
tut* iml tricky cuatomer and ,'rm-

uied with, patience. Moreover, he
• i vn, i'chind him the ''o!de**t, moR
- •?jtis‘- trail 01 any animal that rune,

ii .' .ead* you through tangleiiewamps
and ieer‘. tony hollowe. He cromee
and rerroesee avtft running streams.
He frjaks along the top o! rough stone

.vaih as silent and swift as a shadow
Hi stops xxitnir. a dozen foet ot some

• Tiv. ii.!-ht vx-eJi clear.- the u.terven-
?

ir.t -pace at a pound "trikes a tree.
.1 ni r'.id"S uj tc the longest limb, runs

to .:s e.atremity, and leaps a dozen
f-ift iicyond .t to the grouinl again,
li'-.k;jg h;s tra; aiiruptix jn one side
a:; ! i-epiunjiig it as confusing! x abrupt
on the other

He invents ,?actii> for emergencies

and lir’.Lgs to every consiiieratiat. of j
hm welfare an 1 that ol hi- family a iJ I
large an 1 uniformly !ev-l head. lie .

plays his cards well, and the lug that

would beat him mutt need both bow- ;
e! = and the ace, with strong cards to :
back them. These the coon dog of.
out fathers always trail

There were, ae i remember twenty-
five years ago, the still-hunting coon
dog and the coon dog who let you ,
know at every step that he was get- ,
ting there. There was mixed up with

the methods of the still hunter an el*
emeut of greater certainty that you |
would get your coon than there was

with the more melodious system of the
log that mouthed bis presence in the
shadowy base, but tue style of tbe 1
i.ittei put more tingle in your blood
and buoyed you up with sweeter ex-

pectancy. There was something Weird
and uncanny in following the still
dag n ail the turnings and windings
>f the gloomy woods at night. IK- ;

-

!'(t among the tangled brueh and
d’-ej lavines, ' limbed abrupt knolls
.in*! worked lus serpentine way .town
int i.e deep 1: "lows, turning, doub-
-1 • -hitting, crossing and recrossing
h : tiack like the Sabyrtnthian trac I
’.I ; -nip’s apri; intis course, silent I
s- :t.i nu ;.t around him stealthily as

'

t:* ‘\ii...’,1f siiadow
I; veiv siler.*<• brought himtothe

P’l 'e A- lie trad of the ’u?uppect-
-1 . n in’ .’ante warmer, the noiseless
1 .or grow more caul,.lll? in->
t.i thi game was .n sight then he
ru-!. d ”.pan ;l like in iwaUi. he. md
ti pei.t-up music f his soul went
f .no fonrf’.: howl of ttiumt h
at. : the -urpriseil an 1 ftjghfened coon
k;u v ti.-.t his nights xve-e - r.urabored

~UK :.nr: r
w,x different with the dog

that v tongue as Le hunted. He

i ,1 ie music in the night—not the stl- '
very treble ft the foxhound, floating i
inn from the hill on the fiosty air,

ii
- i irawn out in sxxeet ci ier.za by

every willing echo, acr yet me meiloxv
t \- of the deerhound, swelling over
the ridge* clear an i far soutidicg as a

bugle note, but a pleasant, though a

if v'cato song of his own halt bark,
half t y—a cheerful mingling c‘ arel-
•dy with business

ihe baying coon dog always had a
better nose than hir noise.ess brother,
and he neeiled to have. The coon
never knew when the silent doc was

n his track and 'onsequen’iy ltd
not urir.g to h:s j rote* t:on the mmr
w.ii-s a..*i stratagems that he at one#

reserte-’. to when the erv of the olh-'r
log rang out on the trail. It was

’Lon that Le tuan ettvreii to throw
falsi' seeat*, and the brook md the

i bramble, the hill and the hollow, were

ail mj reseed m bis service in his race

for life and it was thee that the bay-
ing coon dog ot oar father* came out
strong Step by step he unravelled
the tangled and well-hidden scent,

constantly sounding his wild chal-
lenge to the coon to do lua beet, until

; the hunted animal’*repertory of wiles
‘ wa** exhausted, and, accepting the in-

; evitable, he climbed a tree. When
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tweiitv-hve years ago th- Colonel u.d
th# Ssuire. the Dominie *ad the Dei-
con were the nightly bowlders of this
wily .>Huir md v;ed witii each other
it. being known as fne beet coon 1 un*

ter in their respective baihwicks.
Once in those rare days a new

preacher wa.*- settle*! over i hi -k-j
woods dUtiict in Pike county lie
wa- not wise in the ways of the wools

Daily in hie hist autumn on the charge
he began the usual protracted meet-

ing seitoOti. By and-by he noticed
that ou moonlit and starlit nights hi-

j congregation was made up of women
only. Finally he naked the reaso*. it

• this. A sister lose and said
“Ita cause the cootiiu s l>ett-i n

tis in the datk o the moon, Dominie
Soon e>: the moon darks men'll
jiae ye.

Bare enough, when the "moon daik
el. the brethren were ail tn their
pi.i es in the meeting bouse, joining
heartily ir. ine proceeding*. The pas.

| tor icmonstrated with them publicly
| “While you have been idling after
'coons, said he. “there may have been
those in thi ¦ district who do nut hunt
coons, and whom you might have L I
here and saved their souls.’

Deacon Brown rose up in meeting
and said

“Dominie, if thez any one in 'his
decstnc ez don’t hunt coons his wvil
hain t wuth savin’.”

There was sport in the coop hunt
) for our fathers, and in a great nu*n-

ur*> a man s importance in some com* ,

munities was judged by the number of (
coon skins he could nail to his barn

, door the next morning after a hun.
Why the coon has come to he ds-

-1 pised by the sportsmen in these later 1
days is one of those things about which ;
the remark has once or twice Wen ,
nude that no fellow can find out. Il-
ls as cunning as the fox and mor< dif-
ficult to trail He is, moreover the
cleanest of animals and eats only t in-

most wholesome food He should noi

be despised suruSy because he can he

hunted only at night for in tbrea ling
the woods in the darkness, following j
dogs that von cannot see, and wbu-v

C |
baying alone breaks the stillness, i! :•

is a most singular enchantment
fHEIB sTRANiE HABITS.

Kveii in ocaliMes where co<un .u-

--most dam hint nine oi t of ten ol ‘lie

I resent generation nover -a.\ on*.
and few people know anything aL"if
them r their habits. Although •h-
--coon prefers the vicinity of civitiz.i-
--ti-n as his habitat tie plans to !*• . j

aiv/f frem the <?y* of men and his
habit renders tins an sv task By
the da\ Ue lies ciosu in out of tin-
way i Meats, in the lepth* of h 1 w

tiee-s or isolated ¦ revives and hole< ,

the rocks. He wanders forth only it
night, and although his foraging -x

I feditions may take him to the v**n

1 doors of farmers, and even within the
boundary lines of villager#, he r.. v.x
betrays h.s prcocii’e. if more il in

ore covii s brought U bav in >i tie**

they will invariably be females *i *

motfter ocn and her oilspring I’i,*•

: female brings forth her litter ule

once n t.vo years, and ftutn th m-

iug of the litter to the arnv.. f
another she- and her young are i.-v-i

separated.
'he keeps her iitti#family tog.¦¦n* r

till they are two years old, an 1 m

protecting them willfight to the Lath
the attacking dog ur hunter. Me v
a gool coon dog has i*een fr.rc***i in

' retreat before the fury of a ahr .**n

lighting for her yoaeg. and it she is

capture*! the whole family tali vi

tims to the hunter Tne animal scent

the coon leaves on the trail is i ait

¦ t.mes less than that of any other
* game .juadruped. and when ih*- le

male is nursing her young during the
| summer months her ecent is hardly

perceptible to the doga, thus saving
’ her and her litter from many a race
' for life. The scent of the coon grows
1 stronger as the cold weather advances

e and through November and Decern-
i- icr the doge follow it with comjiara-
n i.veiy little difficulty.

f While the female coon U social and
1 d jcotistbr, the male is juile the re-

-1 ver*"-. IK is surlv and solitary,
1 rangcK entirely al>ne, and gives no

care r Attention to family matters.
; If two m lies meet in the woods or

fioMa limy furiously and not in-
frequently to the death. An old coon
iiiinter -f this vicinity tell- boa- lj*
on - surprised two maie coon* fight*
mg m a corn-held.. They were *-o

frantically in earnest that they flew
mtc each other even after the dogs
ha*) jumped upon them aud taken a
hand in the dispute, rt vu.it}**mak'**
his jange for forage much wider than
the lemaie Joofc. and having no one
to iook after bat himself more fre-
quently the hunter

If* spring and summer the mat gin
at brook? and ponds and the soft mud
m swamps and hays in every cooj)

( country are always thickly indented
with the graceful footprints o’ the
coon for in the-e months he spends !
hi" nights m catching frogs, tish, liz-
ards. grubs and mussels, which are
then his chief subststence

HuW AMI WHAf !IE EATS.

Later on he ranges among the
hu kleberry an I bla. kbeiry patches
and feasts mj the fruit. When tha
m.ik comes .n tha corn is the coon s
giLa ume, Kr Le loves the tendet sue* !i
cnient grain? aa the farmer knows t* ;
hi- aorrow. and great are the risks he !
wll take to forage rn the hel ls. It is j
ul until the berrres are gone and iht |
”rn grown tough ;r. the ear that the 1
oan liegins tj look ilxr.it for his win- (
i-r stores. Ihesu he lays by planti-

fuiiy iroiu the beechnut, chestnut and ]
a orn crops and on thei-e crops de- (
p. uds the bunting of the coon when |
he is at his liest. During the nutting ,
season he is fat and solid and wide ,
awake provided there are plenty of'
nuts. It the crops are a failure the
’oon goes to hia winter quarters thin |
nd scrawny and poorly prepareil for

lie long winter's sleep and fast, wan- •
dsrs forth on every day of the thaw, |
although the snow may lie deep on
the ground, in search of such fag end* (
ot provender as may fall to his lot.
At such times the unfortunate coon |
in tv be seen hovering, wan and hac’-n |

gsrd, *m the edges of the farm and
¦b"i yards, waiting for an opportuni- (
•> ! ' ’-‘ick up scraps from the kitchen, |
th-j'xultrv yard, or the pig-sty. One

I ’
’

-
,

* I
t c u!i.rity at tsie coon, which like (

' ’ his peculiarities, have escHpeii
}he it’entian ot the calnralists who
wi te I* .oks, :s that he never touches 1
l : until he lias quaffed at some
eptiiig u i'rook, even if he is com-
-1 •. <i ’ go ;r to find it. <*M coon
hunter* say that the coon dips everv

•1 ,
.

* - cie ctt.tui "I lus lood into water i.s-
t’" ‘ating u, but. like all old hunt- ! .
et - .d (sin hunters say great manv , 1
things that it would bother them to
pi 'VS. ; '

i' i- h'ubtfui whether there arc
x people who know that 511 no 1

1 ' : ¦ 1 miilrv on the globe besides the |
A o ri .it. untinent an the coon be
' ¦¦’l i and although he is a favorite !
gilt* ii the South, is noxvher*? so,

t- ’U*' tnd excellent in condition tit in

*in Middle States W i*en the CuCU

. inordinately l,*t aud largo he '
h ti- ; ; 4,..ng x victim ,

t> hunter, he thet ventures but
-hort distance from his Riding place ;

•it'd gives the dag small opportunity
f'-i finding his fra;!. It was rare, for 1
Mi - r**a>n. even in the days when 1

>ll naming wxs a science, that a
>"U .ver twenty pounds in weight 1

• *- ‘xer i'aggeu, although they have ;
I--.known to rttain a we ghf of
1 r’v pounds

Th. ini!* and vailetsof northern

i'- nnsylvauia wtre always great re-

11eats tor the coon, but never were,

t'r n.aligned animals "o plentiful as

i ; - x r The manner in which the
•j 1 ¦ • ’ unties they offer for ”rar" good

are neglected is enough to

’he bones of the iead and gone
layers of the star lit chase turn and
rani in their graves. Hunter*- go I
•mt on the barren hii. daily and .
-tsn l "hiveriag on a wind-swept run-

way, waiting for Ihe deer that never i
¦xtars. or tramp from morning to

nigh' through swampy swale* and
Lratubly thickets h inting the pbeas*
unt that fails to rise, while a sport
that famous man ioved and elevated
and grew enthusiastic over years ago,

and trout which no hunter can return

, without pleneure and profit, goes heg-

-1 gmg on every side. What the conn-
> try needs is sportsmen with lea* atfec*
- >at ion and mure snap and the conn

tog of our fathers. Kc>. Mott
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k plum nup.

Mn. Acker and yours, until my fu-
neial, vxpecled to have gone to the
city last *wk, but wc didn't gel there
for tL* following lwl ami pesky rea-
sous

We were -omewhat laU- for the train,
owing, so nays Mr?, N Y. A., to my
inborn c.irebst-ne.** but ielumlcon-
tracted the habit al>out the same time
my wife became th poa-uM or of a

: in image certificate.
Mrs. Acker was bustling around

putting an her duds, when she hap-
pened to think sue wanted a pair of

which had been left up-stairs,
and 1 must scout up-stairs and get the
desired hand-squeezers.

The going-up waa not as lotjg in be-
ing accomplished iithe construction
ot the Washington monument, but the
downward motion' Scissors and shears!
W a*n t that expedited But 1 aard*
jly think 1 cam*-down easy. And now
that 1 come to reflect over the matter
I know I did not. No, mree, Ididn t,
I came down hard, very, very hard,
on the llour at the bottom ofthe atairs.
and there 1 sat investigating theiump
on the rear of my cranium, the abra-
sion on my elnow, and—ami—but I'll
not enumerate. 1 re* eived a souve-
nir fruu each step hut four of the
stairs.

The tmai object upon which I
bumped was my hat, an<l. being what
is commonly designated as a stove-
pipe. of course it was ruined beyond
the slightest possibility of resurrec-
tion.

<

Before serenity reigned again the |
Hackman had nearly worn out the (
clapper of the door hell trying to make
the Acker family understand that it f
was time to adjourn the debating so-
ciety. ,

We shook things up lively, and, ac- i
companied by a hat out of the rag bag, ’
tumbled into the hack, and rattled
away to the depot, where we arrived <
just in time to catch on the rear plat- i
form as the train was moving out. I

Mrs. Acker scrambled up first, and
look some seconds at it, and left me : <
grasping the rail, making frantic ef- <
forts to keep up with the accelerated 1 (
motion of the oar, while about every ' t
rod I would slap down one foot upon j
the ground with the force of a sledge j |
hammer, with the seeming result of <
‘hiving ray heel up through the spinal |
column, and taking up lodging in the ,
nape of my neck.

Thu- I went bravely un emulating j (
tbe antics of the mythical Ilymg <*ater i
of sauerkraut.

“Hi, whooL ' ik in. old llymg inn-

chine, I'll bet on yer,
‘ yelle<l an ur- c

chin who was standing beside the I
track, while a mongrel cr.r came tear- i
ing, yelping out, thinking my - oat ' c
tails were a tlock of geese, which lie
was in duty bound to frighten oil.

The car- at length gamed such head-
way that my feet only touched the i
ground once in every three and nine (
rods, rny hair was letting go my scalp, ]
and I breithed by jerks, when the
brakeman cam* out, and hauled me

upon the platform
Just a!tcr I had succeeded in re-

gaining my breath, nut rushed the
conductor, followed by Mrs \< ker. ,
The conductor shouted. —

’Are you this woman s husband ?''

‘l’ll l>o dod shivered if lam not, '

that is. what there is left of me.

‘Weil, then geim'e your tickets.
•Haven’t got any. I have just been

hauled on this gosh slammed ur with-
out time to say Jack Robinson, l*-t
alone buying tickets

‘Then I must have the money.
1 shoved my hand in my pocket,

and pulled out my keys.
In my hurry I had left my purse j

!at home. 1 jumped upon my feet, and
stare*! at Brass-buttons, who said, —

•Come, mme tickets or money.' .
‘Well, darn my looks, if I’ve got

either,' I exclaimed.
‘Then you must got otf at the next

station.

What ' shmkod I m ima&ciaent,
•you pruenme to pretend that you are

going to put me ori this tram—me,
Nimble Yankee Acker Eaq. T

‘Yea.
‘Great Scott I Why. sir, Im a wri-

ter—on author, sir !'

‘Don't know you. * 'ome down with
the money or otf yon go.'

, 'Jehu ' but’—
Vome the money. 1 haven t time

to be fooling with a bailees lunatic,'
cried Rraarebnttons, as be slammed the
door, through which owned the titters

1 of the passenger*.
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’Haito*.' I clapped my hand on
®y bead ‘tijolHeavens! lam dis-
graced.

i 1 subsided.
Wo got oti at the next latino, and

I looked around tor a conveyance to

take as borne, but no one would let
m. have >ne without the money.

Finally I <ame icross a man who
'jompioousrd by driving u home, wa-
Uing me promise to pay immediately
aftei arriving, and let him wear my
nirkle plate*! watch until he had the
lucre in his paw.

I Jidn l feel like pifc bing.lhe ex- .

| eruuent further, an 1 therefore did
nut trv to buy a hat, but mde a tur-
ban ot Mr* Ackei V shawl.

We met several parties cu the roa*l,
ami were often greeted with the ex-
clamation,—

‘Gypsiae, by hockey I’
Mrs. Acker leeUros *L. willnot i c

goo<t enough to go to . Lurch agaiu
until after next communion Sunday.

I am now convalescing but still
mad a* a March hare.

s =MK Cl Rious \ kki u t* -—The du-
ties ot those who serve on coroners'
juries, says the Ik'fnnt Fax Press, do
not ordinarily suggest anything very

funny, and yet some laughable results
come from their work, particularly if
they do not exactly understand what
is expected of them.

An amusing story is told ot a ver-
dict brought in by a Western jury im-

paneled to inquire into the cause of
the death of a man suppose*! to have
committed suicide. The verdict was
brief and to the point, the foreman
saying simply :

“We. the jury, bud the deceased
guilty as charged.’

Another jury examined a great
many witnesses in the case of a man
run over by a railroad engine. The
verdict was :

“We find him to have come to his
death by being out in two by a rail-
road engine whereby he could not
breathe, hence he choked to death.

A coroner's jury in the backwoods
ot Missouri heard the evidence in the
case of a man killed by n runaway
team and brought in the following ver-
dict

“The jury tin*! the dead deceased to

have come to bis death in the hands
of a runaway team, the hones being
blameless they being frightened by a
dog."

It is told ot an old Gorman that he
sat stolidly and stupidly on a core*
ner's jury and listened to ail the evi-
dence. after which he walked oyer to-

ward the orpsc with some degree of
curiosity. Lifting the cloth he started
back, turned toward the other jury-
men in amazement and adright, and
cried out:

“Mine Got, sh**ntlem-ii, d< t man mil
dead '

A jury in .i Missouri rural column*

mty deliberated three hour, over tbe
corpse of a woman burned by the ex-

plosion of a kerosene lamp. The fol-
lowing verdict wa* then anno in ed in
writing

A’<That lb* d.s:’.'**fled was

burn to dtli. The joory.
A tain supposed to be a tramp, wi*

found dead in the woods out W*st.
A ;urv in juired into the cause of his
death and reported as follow--

“The jury doe* not find that the
dead mail has been foully dealt with,
and it is of tbe opinion that be died
Birnply because his time had cim-ai.d
there ws ; no getting out of it

A.su Mary Didn't Refuse. —Mary
—Don’t you dislike to h ive a man

i talk shop when he eomes to ee you ?

Jennie—lndeed. Ido! Whoa be-
ing talking shop to you '

Mary—OL. my young man. He’s
a street car conductor, you know, and
nearly every time he comes to e-,* me
he gets otf his shop talk.

I Jennie—Whet does he say ?

Mary—Sit closer, please.—Burling-
ton Free Press.

A Warn iso to Athletics. —LanJ :

lady—Mr. Spry, I understand you are
an athlete ?

Mr. Spry — Yes, m* am 1 am tbe
J champion high jumper of our club.

Landlady—lndeed? Well, here-
after I shall have to ask you to pay
me in advance. 1 have hod enough

jofboard jampere.—Omaha World.

Both Bark.—So Reddy has been
i drowned Pretty rough on hi*- fami-
ly-

i Oh. no, nut so bad. The family’s
all right. lie had a ten thousand
dollar life insurance policy; but it

mav be rough on Raddy himself.
1 ; Ob. ao. he's aafe enough. He had
| a tire insurance policy, too.


