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New Creak had linn Mri turn 1. and
we were camped dew tbar in the
holler, between the wow, sir, aboat

?
twenty-seven miles frqi Cumberland.

' It wad February. Mfbad paaaed a
’ hard winter, sir—ceßhard. The

enow was oo the gftund, an* one
night we ware ail <itlM room: iha
fire, when all at onoi, Johnnie Fay ao‘
Sprigg Lynn >pol^i>—(these two
boys lived in Oamßped, sir, an’

1 used to slip in the ’fankee lines at
I night to see thetlßlbara—-that’s

( what they’d say, buff* need to lingh.
causa Johnnie had iptsethearl tba>>).

Continuing, the mao-said that
lay and find to

device the plan wbch afterward
proved so succeeaful. Major General
John B. Crook hfil been assigned
command of the depjrtaent in which
that station was embraced, and was

i making his headquarters at the Revere
House. Major Gentfai B. F. Kelley,
who had previously commanded, had

; remained in Camber and at the other
hotel of the town— he St Nicholas.
Both of these hotels |are on Baltimore
street, not far apart,!

“Well, sir, Fay nd Lynn said we
coaid catch em, they watched I
the ‘points, and mads the plan.'

The following evening, about dusk,
j with fifty-seven men, mounted and
well armed, Vandiver started otf on j
his per.lous journey, The'snuw was
two feet deep and drifted in many
places to a dangerous depth. They

I rode hurriedly down the valley, crossed
, the South Branch of the Potomac, and

: passed successfully sod without arty j
I mishap Middle Ridge, Patterson’s i
Creek Valley and Knobby Mountain.
Here tie snow was so deep and hard
that they were compelled to dismount
and lead their hones for a distance
of two and a-half miles, until thev
reached the residence of Mr. R. R.
Seymour, a wealthy old farmer, with
whom the Vandiver family were ac-

quainted. A great crackling fire in-
vited them in the house, and soon

of some dangerous underworking a

‘We told old Seymour our’
o

’,
' **

said Vandiver, ‘an* turnin’to me thar,

in the fire-light—l'll never forget it

—he said, in a low, trembling voice,

‘Van. for God s sake, your sake, your

mother’s sake, turn back’ There are

over 8,000 troops in and about Cum-

berland you have only a handful: you

will never return alive!'
•But we are were determined, si 1 ,

an when the old man saw it he turned
loose upon upon us a whole barrel of

good old apple brandy.'
Leaving there they forded the

Potomac, which was running with e

and slush, and in the doing of which
every man became wet to the knees,

and passed on up the Maryland side

in silence. Not a word was permitted
to be spoken. They bad now entered
the picket-lines of the enemy, and

every step was fraught with danger.
A gloomy procession they must hav-

made, these fifty-seven horsemen mov-

ing through the darkness, silent and
wondering what the next few hours
held in store for theta.

•Halt!’ Who comes dere’ rang • >*

on the air.

‘Forward, boys,' whispered % md-
ver, ‘it's a Dutch sentinel.

They soon captured the tellow. with

two others, and now the dslftcul'V of

the countersign.
‘Your countersign'.’ demanded \ .u -

diver.
'M© no geet it.

‘Brin*. me my bridle rein' suit

Vandiver to one of his men.
The rein was brought and noon v*s

adjusted about the neck of the still-

born Dutch man and thrown ov-r the

limb of a tree. It was only when the

rein was tightened and the fellow
dangling on tip-toe, that he blurted

out in response to their repeated de-

mands; Bool's Kaab!’ (meaning Bull s

' Gap.) Half the prize was now won;

then repeating the experiment with

1 the other two, they were assured that

Bali’s Gap was the pass word, and

moved on down the county roap

' toward Cumberland. They now cross

d what is know as the ‘Old Pike,

and were within a mile from town.

•Joe, I b lieve I saw a light through

the trees yonder,’ said \ an to a com-

panion as tbev entered the edge of

small ticket.
•No, I guess not! was the reply.

But Vandiver was right, for soon

they rode in upon a wjuad of thirty

or fortv infantry sitting cross-legged
! around the camp-fire. Their guue
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REBEL VANBIVER.
1> jjeville is a thrifty village, and

to one ftom thecloee, cramped haunt*
of the city, the little hamlet in the
wood#, with ite three large store*,
their gonial proprietor., the low, smil-
ing cottages nestling behind a profu-
sion of liowete and foliage, the uielo-
die* among the trees, the pure, woody
a’jr.-sphere laden with village sounds,
and the low sun of June overhead,
present a wholesome, indeed a lasting,
impression. Here, on a bright morn-
ing, 1 found myself waiting the arrival
of the mails over the Shenandoah
V dioy Railroad.

* *

“Tee, eirf Yw goi' hunlli’; ace
'

•win t no ’Yanks’ to shoot now, you ‘
know, an’ an old ‘Reb will shoot”’

The words came from behind me in

a slow, high-pitched tone. I turned,
*’id there was something that well ,
might have -made one tremble A i
vers tail, gaunt, wiry old man, with
heavy cowhide boots, into which were .

stuffed half the length of a pair of
woolen pantaloons he wore a woolen •
shirt, and over his shoulder were
thrown h large pair of saddle-bags;
his heard was long and yellow, and a
s.iook of yellowish-gray hair thatched
L:s heal, almost rendering superfluous
the low, well-worn slouch hat by
which it surmounted. On bis
arm In carried a long double-barreled
oliofgun, with his finger renting men-
a -ingly on the trigger. I should have
‘surrendered’ immediately upon a sign
from thi-> odd ‘Man of th<' Mountains,’
a- I tor-k him to he, had them not I
been that genial, good-natured some- j
thing ;n his hearty nmile which set •
my fear at ease.

Approaching me, he said, as he
extended his hand

•You are a stranger hereabout. sir°
May I ask your name’ 1

”

‘‘Bmitli!’ I said, but just then the
train whistled through the wood.

That s my train, sir; I’m goin’ away i
: r a little hunt, sir; squirrels, sir.

My rauxe’s Vandiver; I live in M.li-
ra. be back in r. week, sir gla.t to see

.'ii an.- time, flol something to eat,

and a little someth!rg to Jnnk, sir.

Yes fir,
” Le continued, as he pulled

toward the train. "I am old an; j
good old rebel yet, sir. This is the

i>oy that carried General Crook out ot

Maryland through the Yankee lines

with bO yellin' troopers at ins heels, j
He was still standing on the plat- j

form, waving his hards and shouting .
us the ’rain moved ont of tue village.

I had heard something of the exploit i
with Generals Crook and Kelley, and,

t rning to a bystander, asked the truth

ct ttie old man’s statement. Upon
being assured that ‘it s so, I regretted
n.ich that the old follow had gone.

A week after the incident narrated
above I found my way toward the |
i mtty village ol Millwood, which lies

among .. cluster of hills down the pike i
itoiu Boyoovilie, a distance of about ,
two miles. The Blue Mountain rises

majestically toward the southeast,

Within bugle distance, and at its base

t’.io villagers often go r.d li-ten to

the low Ittplap of the Shenandoah
waters as they lick the cool rocks and

river verdure, and roll on and on in

,i rhvthmic ebb and flow. Millwood, ;

¦ i nil the villages in Clarke is the

pettiest, Ilete aie many old xesi-j
donees that date hack to colonial days, j
n 1 the villagers ate rich with historic

lore. On an old topographical pam-
phlet, printed in the year IHOO, I find
what seems now an odd description of
the ; lace; 'Millwood contains SO or

• souls, here is a large merchant mill,
a fine and extensive manufactory of
leather, one tavern, a black smith, a

liylor, a boot and shoemaker, and a

w.tggonmaker.’ Itis curious to*mark
that in nearly one hundred years,
Millwood has about 20U souls, and
hr* still the wagonmaker, the miller,

the tavern and the shoemaker, but
the ‘taylor’ no longer exists. The sun

was low in the skies when I found on

~ g vte by the roadside in the outskirts *
oi the village a sign bearing the words,
‘J. L. Vandiver—Horse Doctor.’ Nosll-
.ng back of the fence, on the crest of
the hill, stood a neat cottage. Enter-
ing. I rapped at the door and was

ushered into the little parlor of this
old old gentleman Soon we were
talking of ‘the good old time*, and I
found no duilculty in drawing from
nuu tus story of the capture of the
two Union generals at Cumberland.

‘You would like to hear it?’ be ask-
ed, with a smila. ‘wellsir, I was a
,-iajor, sir. and was with O’Neill

' Bangers at the time. It was just after

were iUcki, and they were appir*
•ntir deep in conversation.

‘Move m* boy*** whispered Vandi-
ver, and the !itt!e line of silent horse
men crept stealthily forward.

’Halt! Who come* there?’ call,
ed the sentinel.

“Friend with countersign, answer*
ed Vandiver.

“Dismount one, advance and give
countersign ?*

Vandiver * ankle had been lately
crushed, and being in no humor to
dismount, he dashed forward with
hi*men. and quickly heard from the
astonished commander of the infan*
try. ‘Don't shoot) I surrender!'

Then dismounting, they broke the
guns of the T nion soldiers, and Van*
diver, turning to the commander,
said

‘Your city is surrounded. Before
nine o’clock to-morrow morning your
general* will be captured. The snew
is deep and we can’t carry yon on our 1
horses. I will give you a verbal pa-
role :f yon on your honor
that we may find yon here to-mor-
row morning at nine o'clock.

Upon receiving an affirmative res-
ponse irom the helpless commander,
they rode on, and entering the town
on the west side, and crossing Will's
creek, which Hows through the town,
at Iron Bridge, coolly and deliberate-
ly rode up Baltimore street, whistling
laughing, sinking a a if they were
I nion troops, at borne and among
friends.

To and iro, or. the streets, by the
gaslights, arc seen Union guards, |
walking along leisurely, and dream-
ing not of anything wrong.

‘Flelloa, boys, whose command is
that ? shouted ong of the guards.

‘Scouts from New Creek,” came the ¦
response.

It was now 3.30 a. m. They have
reached the “St. Nicholas,” Gen. Kel-
ley s apartments. Down spring, qui-
etly and coolly, six stalwart men ;
they enter the hall, the others re-
maining outside; procuring a light, !
the .dx men enter the General's room. [

‘You know me, Uenerai, x suppose,
said one of the men.

‘I do. You are Kuykendall, an- ;

sweied the General.
‘You had me once, General,' con-

tinued Kuykendall; ‘it is now my
honor to have you. You are my pris-

oner.'
‘But, said the General, ‘who am I

surrendering to ?’

To me sir,' was the emphatic res-

ponse. ‘No time or place for cere-

mony, so you will quickly dress.'
The order was promptly obeyed.
Bui what was Vandiver doing while

ihia was transpiring? Leaving Kuy-
kendall and his party at the ‘St. Nich-
olas they passed slowly up the street i
to the ‘Revere House.’ Dismounting,

tLey heard the sentinel at the door

call, Halt * Who comes there?’
‘Friend, with countersign, bearing ;

important dispatches for General j
• ’rook,* was Vandiver’s answer.

Advance, one, and give the conn- |
l ei sign!’

Vandiver advanced, and the senti- ;

Mfl leaned forward to catch the whis

per.-‘i countersign. Laying his hand
on the fellow's gun, Vandiver whis-

kered —not the hurried countersign,

but the words
‘Speak above your breath and you

.re a dead man
”

Withdrawing his ear as though a

w had stung him, the astounded sen-

tinel recognized, if not id the ring of ¦
th* old man’s voice, surely in the

more apt persuader —the cooked re-

volver at bis breast —a determination
hack of the words, and surrendering,

was placed under guard, and stood
between the horses in front of

door.
Passing into the hotel they soon

foun I Gen. Crook's door and rapped.

Who is you? I don’t know you,'
replied a voice within.

‘Open the doer,' said Vandiver ‘I

mud see Gen. Crook.
The door was opened and there

sh>od a small darkey.

•Is GenT Crook in
Yes, sir.’

•Show me his room, said anli-

' ver.

•I m a freed to, but I will, sab. if

you don t tell on me.
‘Yes. sir, the nigger ‘smelt a mice,’

the first one among all them smart

V*nK. An' he seemed so kind we

sid we wouldn t tell on him. and he
‘ lead us to the Gen i door.

Saint JHarajS Beacon.
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'Come in!‘ came from within id

re§pons to the rap, tod in obodio<'
• to the invitation, a tall tod stalwart

form in gray, with a light in one
hand and a revolver in the other,
atands erect, cool and deliberate be-
fore the awe-etricken Crook. Thie is
what he saw as he rubbed hie eves

| and parted with jileaaant dreams.
‘General Crook. I presume!’

i ‘I am, sir •’

> T am General Rosser, sir,* said ,
\ andiver. ‘You are mj prisoner
you have two minutee to dreaa in.'

The General lap for some seconds
!his fingers laced back of bis
1 k®*l- though questioning the ac-
curacy of hia senses.

‘Come, Gen’l, there are your clothes; j
you can either put them on or go as
you are.’

This latter proposition, however, j
did not please the General, and in

j !*¦ time than it takes to tell it he
had dressed, and reaching the street
was soon seen sitting demurely be- i

i hind Vandiver on his little gray
charger. Riding down the street, >

j they were joined by the ‘St. Nicholas’
party, with their prize, and proceeded
to ‘evacuate’ the city—quietly, calm-
ly and in good order. Reaching
Mill’screek, they turned to the left

j and proceeded down the tow-path,
iOn the opposite side of the canal
along the hillsides, were encamped i
many of Crook’s and Kelly’s soldiers, ‘
little dreaming of the surprise the
morning should bring. Sentinels, too,
as unconscious as their slumbering

) companions, whistled among the trees
or sung some low lullaby to the cra-
dle of their hopes, for they knew that
the 'great war-cloud was drifting |

i away. Some few, however, were:
; aroused at seeing this strange proces-

| sion passing in dark review before
them and inquired:

‘Whose command?’
‘Scouts going out.’
They had now reached a distance

oi three and a half miles from Cum-
berland,

‘Halt! who goes there ?’

‘Bull’s Gap!’ shouted Vandiver;

‘no time to dismount; in a hurry;

enemy reported near; sent out by

Crook to watch movements.’
‘Go on. then cold night boys, to

he out.’
‘Yes, pretty cold >’

Give the Johnnies h —l, boys !’

‘Oh, yes, we are the boys to do
that,’ replied Vandiver.

‘Crook was sittin’ behind me, air,

an' slapped my hand on his leg an

said, ‘Gen’l, would you have liked to

have said something 0 Well, sir, he
looked mad as a hornet, an said,

‘Too late now, sir.’
Pushing on briskly, Romney, about

27 miles distant was reached, without j
any mishap, though the rear-guard

reported some 60 cavalry in hot
pursuit, yellin an eboutin like the
,I—l,’ with whom a few shots were

exchanged, but they reached and j
crossed the surging Potomac safely,
and soon found themselves within the
Confederates lines. Thus was accom-
plished this daring exploit, too lightly
and tlippantly passed over by
rians. Thus a little band of 57 men

entered the heart of the city of Cum-
berland, a city of nine thousand in-
habitants —the majority of whom were (
bitterly hostile, with eight thousand
troops encamped ;r and around it, and
carried away their generals.

The old man, finishing his story,

said:
‘I was born an' raised in Hampshire

county, W. Va., sir, I am 6 feet 2 and
* half inches tali, sir. Ive five bul-
let holes through mv body, (Here be

displayed them.) Thar * my watch,

my pocket-book, an’ three thousand j
dollars in Confederate money with a

Mmne bole through them. They
saved my life sir,' Jaying them quietly
upon the table. Then, straightening
out his tall figure, and looking every
inch a soldier, his eyes fired as he

continued:
•I was a good rebel, sir, an' a good ‘

a one now as ever. Mv father s i
house was burned by them fellow- in rr >,

an’ mv old mother an’ sisters were turned

out o’ d.x.re, houseless an’ homeless, when

the snow was deep, an' the winter wind ,
howled, shivered at midnight on the hills
of Hampshire. A tear glistened in the old

man’s eye as he murmur in a broken voice,

while his gaunt frame wa- shaking with

the storms ofpathetic memories. ‘House-
less* homeless! sir. Have you ever been
homeless? God help you. may you nev.r
Ite' Iwas once, yes, wandering in exile

(through
the western wilderness for eight

years! Yes. Mr. an’ after they had paroled
mo they offered a reward for my !*ly
dead <*r alive But I’ve a home now, a

good wife, something to eat, an’ a little to
drink, an' a few good friends left, sir.’

-A pleasant place i this little city among
the hill of the Valley of Virginia, reader,

and if evey you go there go and talk for a
while with old JosMih Lewis Vandiver.

Itwill repay you.—BMmon HWAig Cwi.
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j The public ia 100 well informed is

,
to tl* J*nßr from alum baking pow-
drs lo need any caution against using
them. Ii is, nevertheless, 4 fact that
many ol our most prudent and care-
tal housekeepers are. without know-

( *n R *t, using these dcletmuu- article*
daily, and trout tluns preparing for
their families food which, were they
awaie ot its nature, they would not

; otfer to n beggar. Baking powder*
made from burnt alum coat le* than \

; four cant* a pound. Whan these can¦ ba worked off in place of the Royal
Baking Powder, and aold for forty or
titty cent* a pound, there are many
manufacturers and dealers sufficiently

i unscrupulous to do it.

j A favorite method of selling those
poisonous alum baking powders is by

t placing them in au empty Royal JU.
: fc*n8 Powder can and weighing them
out in small quantities when the Roy.
al Baking Powder is called for by cus-
tomers. The grocer, if questioned,
claims that he buys in large packages
at a lower rate, and is thus able to
sell below the price of the goods in
small cans. All baking powders sold
in this way are entitle ! to suspicion.
Analysis of many of them have been
made with a view to a prosecution,

j and in ail cases they have lacn found
; largely adulterated and generally
1 made from poisonous burnt alum.
This is selling counterfeit goods, and
is, ot course, an offence against the
law. We are glad to know that (he

Koyal Baking Powder Company hive
taken the matter in hand, and are

j acting in away that will protect the
¦ public from the swindle.

The surest prote> tion from this
j fraud is lor the housekeopei to buy

; the baking powder of the brand she
wishes in the original unbroken pack-
age, looking carefully to see that the
label has not been tampered with.
The Royal Baking Powder Company
announce, what is well known, that
their goods are packed for the convo-

.vanous
the company's trade mark label, and
the weight of each package stamped

;on the cover. Any baking powder
being peddled out by weight un< er

the name of Royal they denounce as

bogus and to be avoided.
Consumers should l>ear these facts

in mind if they do not wish to ha\ e

imposed upon them the poisonous
alum stuff that is being profusely dis-
tributed throughout the country un-
der the name of baking powder. If,
however, they buy the Royal in cans
with unbroked labels, they are al
ways sure of using a baking powder
perfectly pure and wholesome, and 01

the highest test, strength and efficien-
cy.

Dancing With a Coia-sr.. — Burials
1 are far more common in hot counliii s,

1 where the burial takes place within
twenty-four hours after death, than
they ate here, where one gets, as a

. rule, a week's grace. In Spain tin*
body is frequently removed to the un-

' dertakcr's shop a few hours after
death. In one of the largest of these
establishments in Madrid, snnn- yeais

ago, an extraordinary sight was wit-

nessed. A gentleman was brought
in his “casket” one alternoon and
placed in the room set apart for that

part of the business. The proprietor
1 lived over his premises, and on Ui’h
especial evening was a grand ball.

When the ball was at its height a gen-
tleman in fall evening dress suddenly
omed the company. lie danced
with the wife of the undertaker
and be danced with the undertaker s

daughter, and seemed to be thorough-

ly en]oying himself.
'

The undertaker thought he knew

hi* face, but did not like to lc rude
and ask him bis name, but by and by
all the guests departed, and the strange

gentUman wa* the only one left.
“.Shall I send for a cab for you

'*

said the host at last,
“No, thank you,” replied the gen-

tleman. “I’mstaying in the house.
“Staying in the house ’ ' exclaimed

the undertaker; “who are you. sir
“What, don't you know me? 1 ra

the corpse that was braugbl in this
afternoon.

The undertaker, hcrr.fied, rushed
to the mortuary room and found the

coffin empty. His wife and daughter
had been dancing with a corpse. An

explanation, of coarse, followed. The
gentleman, who had only l>**en in a

trance, had suddenly recovered, and
hearing music and revelry above, and
having a keen sense of humor, had
got out of bis coffin (the Spanish cof*

bn closes with a hd, which is only
locked just before interment) and
joined the festive j-artv. He was

1 quite presentable, as in Spam the dead
ar J generally buried in full evening
dieaa. — Th> Ar<janaut.


