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DOGTOR
i The solitary tree th
dier's Acre was sta
with but a single b
!its load of fruit—a rag
swung and dangled b
round and round upe

For arour:d Fiddler'’s &

the gibbet's foot, the
and tortured by every

b~

& fanted.

: 'Pld yag-uu towards the gibbet,
‘. !

| this corfl:ct, the Doctor looked up

bad vamshed.

susts. Presently the moon shoune full
level

mLocr.

Bk T

When, after full two minutes ofi

For nearly half a mile the road ’ a “gallowe haud,”
' “,“ | trended to the left around Fiddler's | tered to himself; and thes, something
| Acre, and every step was contested | in the puise’s beat caught his atten-
ﬁing by old Dapple against a dozen furious ! tion. At the end of half @ minute ke

The wind |

of some long-healed cut, i1unning a-
cross them. He could see aleo that

the figure I the finger-tips were stained and brown.

Alwgelber, it wae a villancus hand—
as the doctor mut-

relzxed his grasp, and the hand was

! betu'e them and revealed the high- |smartly withdrawn.
. #& | way siretching whitely to the west |
{ across the
yeu | Strong as ever, grew steady again as | head. There was a tug at - the reine,
they um.d lhur backs upon the|and old Dapple came to s standetill

At the same moment the Doctor’s
own hand went swiftly upwards to his

' with a sprawl that almost fetched him

go bave fixed their meeting-place, ‘.a The Doctor turned round for a laet | back on his hsnnchs.

on dirty nights will race hither, over |
leagues of furze and swamp and naked |

| moorland, to swoop around in a dev- |

| ils’ dance and set the wilderress roar-!
| ing amain ; so that the wayfurer, over-
{ ' taken by ite riot upon the high road

| that winds aroucd the base of this

| dreary erinence, may well chance o
hear every note in the wolian gamut,
t and catch a buffet from every corner
10!’ the compass, before he can get Li:
| breath again, and go bis way giviug
| thanks or cursing, asthe case wmay
| be.

‘Coma u:, Dapple!
i it, old fellow !"

Dr. Unonius, driving homewards
in his light gig, heaved a sigh oi res-
ignation, and addressed a word of ou-
| couragement to his horee before plung-

| ing into the mellay.
It was pust midnight, and a bright
| north wind was cleaving the heavens
aud shrieking past his ears.
| leit, above the gailows on Fiddier's

Shouldeis at

s | Acre, hung the waning moon, ditamed

| only asat intervals a torn cloud scud-
| ded past her face to join the bleck
| battalion of its comrades msssed on

| the horizon behind. Lamps on such

a night were a superfluity, and more-
over, old Dapple knew every in-u of
the road; but the Doctor carried
them, nevertheless, for emergencie-.
He was a young man.
could be learned of his figure, c¢ves

So uch

lar of which, as he bent to’
blast, allowed nothing of

1 was also a slight man—so slight that
' it was a m'racle the tempest ha . «

|

torn him from his perch on that :ick-
ety gig.

But the Doctor was aleo an exce-d
ingly wise young man, and in spite of
surroundings wore that pleasant frame
of mind which becomes one who irus
| been dining with the squire, and iears
{ home his ehare of the squire’s port
lhene ath his waistcoat; nor wus he
the more disposed to quarrel with tiw
night becanse he had indulged bLis
genius in its earlier hours.

{ pressed his regret in a simple #igh.
|

So he ex-

“Weather and highwaymen,” =oli.-

| oquized this elderly youth, “I bite

{ my thumb at them both. As for
1 weather, I am furnished against it
: out of the squire’s hospitality.
| Crasvel atra
y Nube f«alum pater occupalo

Vel sole puro,
| or, as he lees politely sang just 1.ow—
{ it was a rollicking chorus, thougti—
1
| With Hey, trolly, lolly! a leg to the Devi!
| And answer him civil, and off with 3our
\ cap:;
Good-morrow, =

Sing Hey, trn‘l\ olly !
Devil,
We've finished the tap,
And, saving your Worship, we care not a
rap.”

{lips to give effect to the stave, but
chut them again ouickly onm a m-uth-
ful of cold wind.

‘As for highwaymen,’

‘cantabit vacuus—how does it go

=

rascals to take from me my shuie .t

the equire’s port. By the way, tie:o's
| a fellow hanging up yonder—Hlio:
Steady, Dapple, steady !"

had wandered to the summit of Fil-
dler's Acre, by this time
ately above his left, and to the giliver
blackly outlized against the m.c:
But it was not this that caused :im
to jerk at the reins with a quick »x-
| clamation.

At the gallows foot, and di-iaet
upon the sky-1 ne stooed a humsn & ;-
ure—the figure of a woman.

For a mcment his paze rested upon

{ this dark silhouette. Then with
bowl the storm swept down again—
{ lashing, pounding, and raving ar ucd
his ears with a full orchestration of

| basso and faleetto. For a moment
| the gig staggered in the whirlwind;
| then muter and horse bent their
| beads afresh and fought their way
through it

To his |
! middle age.

| in spite of the thick overcoat, tha col- |

D ctor Unonius,

The Doctor at this point opene i Lis

he continne.

not be vacuus, but I defy tio

immedi-

! look.
‘This is very extraordivarv,’ he
muttered, ‘I'll be sworn I saw a wo-

{ man. But what on earth a woman
can be after on Fiddler's Acre, at
this hour and in such weather, ['il be
equally swora I cannot guess. Riz-
pab, perhaps, keeping watch over the
fellow who was
d ys back—what's his name ?
tue—Renatus Bennet.
that, for a

He broke off to turn sharply round
again ; for the usually sober Dappl-
bad shied violently to the right, and
now stocd stock-still, with his legs
plauted widely apart, in the middle
of the road.

‘Steady, Dapple!
herse? Hulloa !

To the left of the road, aud just
before him, stood a woman.

Her figure was larger than ordiua-
ry and sbaped with the clumsiness of
Over her head was
flung a durk ehawl, which her left
hand beld tightly together at the
throat. In her right she carried a
larg= big. This was as much as the
Doctor could see, for the shawl con-
cealed her features.

‘Hulloa!" eaid he again.
want a lift ?'

Rena-
An odd name

What ails the

‘Do you

The woman appeared to hesitate.
She wade a step forward and halted.

‘Are you going wy way?' calied
tbe Doctor more loudiy.
7.63»;. nodded. ‘Yes, she answered
# last, and her voice was hoarse an
constrained.

‘Come round to the otier side then,
and get up. Here, give me your

The woman erossed in front of Dap-
i+ —vho backed a foot or g0 uneasily

‘aine round to the step, and handed
up ber bag. It was & two-handled
catje.-bag of considerable depth, and
as he took it from
ke oud rested it egainst the dash-
ed also that it was exceed
He held out his hand.

boaid notic

gy heavy.

' Tue wowan grasped it, and clambered

up beside him,

He gave a sharp look at her, and
cailad to old Dapple. The horse pull-
e hiaself together and broke into a
brisk rrot, which continued for bLard
upon oslf a mile before either occu-
pant of the gig broke silence.

For Doctor Uuonius was coasider
ing. He was a cool-hexded man, but
at this time of night, and in this place

the problem that faced bhim wus neith-

¢r wasv nor pleasant. He had to deal
with o discovery—and the discovery
Wad Thls:

Tie band waich had just grasped
Lis was no woman's at all, but the
a man. He stole another
giance at his companion. Shs, or he,
war leaning forward in a huddled at-
to meet the wind, which by
thie time was attacking the right-
band eide of the gig. No atom of
face could be seea : only the hand
which grasped the shawl. If anmy
doubts had lurked in the Doctor’s
wind, the sight of this hand resolved
tuew. It was a man's hand, plainiy
enouga. He recognized this with a
slight thrill, which possibly was not

thard of

titude

_ fear, but certainly was not ease.
In a brief lull in the storm his g.z- |

You are shivering,’ he said.

The crouching figure nodded, but
did nut speak.

‘Are voa cold?

I": 2« moment there was no answer,
stake of the head.
then? I am a doctor; let me
pulse.’

IIi« companion made a quick gesture

to hide the hand grasping tle

the gig. There wasa hesitating

and then the hand was reached
s to him.

Dr Unoniune, drawing off hie right
kFand glove with his teeth, laid his
fingers in professional fasbion upon
vhe arist, and took occasion to look
well at the band. Yes; he was right.

paise

The palm was large aud boray, the
fingers knotted with a white ecar, ae

Doctor.

| yards,

bowsted there two

' go for it.
. but they're one thing

‘My hatis gone!' exclaimed the

Sure enough it was. As he peered
after it into the moonlight, he saw a
black speck travel horizontally away

across the heath for some twenty

‘My hat is gone,’ repeated he.
His companion did not budge, hard- |

Iy so much as turned a glance, but sat |

a: before, shivering and dumb.

| chamber, lined about the

As :Le moonlight fell upon it, he
could see that it bad been neally
eevered at the wrist and the bones
carefully sawn asunder. He noticed
also that it was a right haud, and then
he ewiftly wrapped the thiog up agsia,
bundled it with the rest ¢f his dis-
coveries back into the bag, ect once
more at old Dapple with the whip, and
never drew rein or cleckened puce
until he reached his own door.

Dr. Unonius ichabited a small cote
tage on the outskirts of the littie town,
aud high upon the hillside which
fringed the moor. Being poor, he
stabled old Dapple and bestowed the

gig under cover with his own hands
|

and being unmarried, as he hifted out
*he bag and entered his fron: door, he
determined, late as the hour was, to
treat himself to & giuss cf strong
waters aud examine his prize at  loie

and then drop gracefully a- | sure before retiring to bod.
gainst a dark clomp of furze bushes. |

The room whieh he entsred served

| him alike for eitting-room and labor-
atory.

Ae be struck a light and lit

his reading-lamp, it revealed a narrow

wall with
3

‘Would you mind jumping down | shelves full of glass bottles and vol-

avd fetching it?
mong the furze,’
politely.

It lies yonder a-
veuntured the Doctor '

tone ungracious.
‘No, I can not.’

Lold the horse.
‘Because I do not choose.’

{ umes bound in sober calf.

In every
bit of space not sd occupied huny

| anatomical designs and pictures that
‘Can’t you do without it?" was the | made the
i reply.

lay hair etand on end.

The voice was busky and the | Around the centre-table a medley of
| retort-stands, ragged quartos, papers,
| instruments, and even bottles of curi-
‘Then why oot get it yoursel® I'll | ous shape, littered the floor.

A box

{ from which @ buman thigh-bone pro-
The | truded etood in one corner, and a pair

Doctor was beginning to lose his|of ekulls covered with ink-splaches

temper.

‘Damn it, madam! manners | grinced among the pipes and bottles

are manners, but remember thie is my | on the mantel-shelf.

gig.’

‘Curse your hat!' was the answer, | at his ease.
fit only to hold poison,

muttered under the speaker’s breath. |

In this dismal den the Doctor moved
From a phial that looked
but which, to

But the figure rcse, nevertheless, and | judge from the swmell, contained whiz-

set one foot on the step.

| key, he mixed himself a glass; then

‘Hand me down my bsg, if I'm to ‘ divesting hiwmself of his d:iving-coat

Manners may be manners,

another.’

and wraps, he lit a short pipe, set the
and trusting'e | cary et-bag upon the table, and pulling
| his chair up, began

methodically to

The stranger climbed out and stood ! explore the contents.

beside the step, with ore hand holding |
on to the edge of the foot-board.
‘Come, hand down my bag.’
For answer, Dr. Unonius lifted his |
foot and brought it down suddenly on |
the detaining hand, grinding his heel
savagely into the fingers. Almost at
the same momeat the lash fell over
Dapple’s baunches. There was a yell
of pain, & wild curse, 8 scattering of

boofs, and the old horse, unaccustom- |

ed to the whip and well-nigh scared

j out of his senses, plunged forward into |
| contracting in moments of

the night.

For a minute or eo, Dr. Unonius, as |
e called aud plied the lash alternate- |

ly, fancied he heard above the rattle
of the gig and clatter of Dapple’s

gallop the sound of footsteps pursuing |

him down the herd road. It died
away, however, and indeed the horse
was fairly beside himself with terror,
and tore along as though the devil sat
behind the dash-board.

At the end of two miles, and before
the road left the skirts of the moor to
dip towards the hollow where lay the

little town and his home, the Doctor |
| placed before him in the centre of the

{arc, and, drawing the lamp closer,

thought fit to pull up and breathe him
a bit. They were between hedge:

uow, with the wind bebind them and |

the woou wsll upon the right, casting
a deep shadow half-way across the
road.

For several minutes the Doctor's
gaze bad dwelt with curioeity on the
carpet-bag in frent of him. He felt
some little squeamishness at first about
exploring it,
recollettion of that villainous grip, as
weil as of the figure upon Fiddler's
Acre, got the mastery. Setting old
Dapple 2t & walk, Le leaned forward
ard drew the bag up to his knee.

The carpet-bag was old and soiled
with mud, the handles black and
frayed with use. It was secured by a
Lrass lock now coated green with ver-
digrie, and a rusty key on a tag of
whipeord depended from one of the
bandles. This key the Doctor fitted
into the lock aud turuned.

He piunged Lis hand deepiy into
the LA‘I and drew oot a long horse-
pistol, thea & saw, two horn-handled
kiives, a flanpe!
keys, a powder-flask, and half-a-yard
or less of crape. Finally, and from
the bottom of the bag, he pulled forth
& small bundle.

The bundle was wrapped around in

a ccaree bit of linen aod tied with a
fragment of crepe. He uantied this,
and pushed aside the wrapper. Io
epite of his coolness he sat for a mo- |
ment bolt upright with borror.

On bis koees lay a human hand.

| aud yellowish face,
{ contradiction to the

quaintance.

| crow’s wing.

| extent with

but impatience and a

| wrist, aud the kuife Lad cut ac:

| the last
| “Never Sey Die,”

shirt, a bunch of |

! mattered.

it that beats we entirely.
der—"

He wasa slim wan, with a grave
that gave curious
gentitaents he
first we made bis ac-
Something in his figure

uttered when

and the cut of his black suit compelled

the belief that he was
he looked. The hair

tewples

younger than

around his
was scanty, but dark as a
He was clean-shaven,
with two lines, one on either side of a
thin and somewhat long

that had

upper hij,
a habit of deepening avd
thought;
otherwise the features were immobile
and enigmatical.

He juiled out the pistol—a clumey
weapon, but clean in the barrel—ex-
amined it, drew the charge, «nd care-
fally reloaded. Setting down the
weapon by his right band, he took a

| sip of whiskey and proceeded with L

search. One by one the contents of
the bag were arranged before him in
a semicircle, with the pistol as its
termination upon the right, until Le
came to the bundle. This, without
charge of his expressionless face, he

with a light band unwrapped.

It was a man’s hand, emall and not
rudely formed, but marred to some
¥igus of coar-e labcr,
The long and prehensile fingers were
blunted at tbe tips, the deep and fre-
quent lines across the palm iuterrupt-
ed here and there by cailous spote ar d
galls. It had Leen severed from tle
forearm at about two inches above the
088 AN
anchor deeply tattooed in the ekin,
The upper part of this device, with
two wordsof the 1cotto,
adorned the edge.

‘From the gallows, of course,” eaid
Dr. Unontus to bLimself. ‘H'm! the
Line of Life ends with some abrupt-
ness, and as for the Line of Fate, it
finds itself towards the erd in a per-
fect welter of crosses aud unholy
marks. Master Renatus Bennet had
a short life and a merry ore—and a
devilish iniquitous one to boot,’ Le
added raflectively.

He turned the hand over.

“The Faculty flouts palmistry,’ be
‘H'm, so much the worse
for the Faculty; but one cannot blawe
Low the principles are ex-
Anyway, I'm

it, seeing
pounded at present.

deeply obliged to tbat ruffian for his

presert. It's an mteruhrp Land—
not altogetber villavous, but sy, ¢ly
to a degree. There's something about
I wou-

(Continued on Fourthk Page.)



