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; Uf“. acred trosg -
representative <overn-
ment if the Legislature sttempted
to surrender those copmon rights
into the hands of privete monopolies,
whether individusi or corporate.

I have heari much recently of
the necessity for preserving
oyster, apd 1 largely agree with
there is a
preserving

the proposition; but
greater for
American manhood.
The evidences of wealth
been rapidly accumulating during
the last quarter of a century. We
have built more railroads, opened
more mines, cut down more forests,
erected more factories, public buil-

necessity

have

dings and private palaces in the
past few years than ever before in
this people’s history; but these facts
are not a guarantee of the happiness
or prosperity of our people, nor of
the permanent stability of our gov-
ernment.  Ten years ago two mill-
ion men owned three-quarters of
the wealth of fifty million, and it
concentrating ever
since.  Those oft-quoted though
apt lines from Goldsmith’s ““De-
serted Village”” most pertinently
apply to the times in which we live:

has gone on

“Ill fares the land to hastening ills a
Wherep::‘g'-ilth accumulates and men de-
cay.

I have learned in the school of
political economy to which I be-
long that it is the preservation of
the independence of the man and
his home, the freedom of religion,
the education of youth and the
permanent establishment of the
yeomanry in the enjoyment of
their natural rights that can alone
secure the perpetuity of a republi-
can government.

I would rather the small
frame house, half-hidden among
the orchasd trees, with the winding
path leading down through the
tangled grass to the sloping banks
of the shining river, where the boat
lazily tugs at its moorings; with
the door stoop crowded with the

see

happy inmates of a humble home,
gathered in the quiet of the even-
tide: with the croaking of the frogs,
the sudden splash of the rising fish
and the distant lowing of the kine
as the flames of the sunset die
out in the gathering night, than I
would the monster establishments
and their golden blazonry of cor-
porate wealth, created by the con-
centrated profits wrung from a
ln-ul»lu's iuduslry.

A people who had surrended their
common of fishery to a corporation
would fare worse than the aborigine,
who wandered unhindered along
the rivers and water courses, fished
where he pleased, snared the wild
fowl in the marshes, and piled up
the skells of many an oyster feast
on the Kent County shore.

In such a State and Country as
this no honest man should be con-
strained to be dependent on a cor-
porate power, distinct from the
government, for his right to cul-
tivate the soil, kill the bird on the
wing, fish in the waters, or hunt
on the lands of the public domain.

The interests of one class in the
community are so closely inter-
woven with all others, that the ex-
perience of a system applied to one
department of industry is a certain
guide to what may be expected
from the application of that sys-
tem to other departments.
good, wise and courageous states-
man, so justly distinguished even
among the illustrious men
founded this republic that lead-
er of the people, Patrick Henry,
said: **We can only judge of the
future by the past.”
then, for a moment review the past
experience of this people in the
matter of corporate monopoly in
the United States. We see around
us in every State of this Union
in every county of the State,
4 new organization, heretofore
unknown in this republic—it
is called the ‘*Farmers Alli-
What has brought it into
existence? What has broken down
the old dividing barriers of political
party and united Democrats and

Republicans in one combination?
A similar cause to that which brings

who

ance.”’

this mixed assembly together to-  the labor-saving machinery of agri- | mony of the poor against the greed

night. The only difference is, that
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lover a tract of land two years
| had never been reconciled. ” On
¢ | lawsuit was decided in favor of Holeady com-
On Saturday, while William Jod
{ Jr., and Pleasant Holt were m
« | fence according to the decision,
Holt, son of
them both.
| pute is one acre.
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ip of the Court of Appeals, | Jq. i oreat agony. Mr.b his land, and
in the estimation of the | the father of Jefierson and? o twenty to forty

in all their la- | who shot Colope! V~—* i
sad ia sl N— | presenenef cent. on his labor; now that his

| hanestead is in the grasp of the

Rt it wonld! usnrer and money changer; now

| that the farm is impoverished and
[the wolf is gnawing at the latch-
[string of his door, the farmer is
waking up and reaching out his
| hand and laying hold on the gov-
|ernment machine. We all saw it
farmers’ movement.
[ It was in the air, fresh and breezy
with the scent of the clover about it.
It was an outdoor movement. For
a time it sat on a fence and whit-
tled and talked, and we paid small
heed to it. Then it got down and
stirred around, and the women took
a hand in it, and it drove to camp-
meeting and gathered in the store,
and it grew strong and determined,
and it pulled its pants outside its
its boots and walked into the United
States Senate and took a seat; it is
here among us, filling the chairs of
State, and lifting up its rugged
voice in the halls of legislature.

In 1888 the Western farmers ask-
ed Congress for a bounty of twen-
ty-five cents on each bushel of wheat.
Why ? Because corporations were
subsidized from the public treasury
to the farmers’ disparagement ; be-
cause nearly everything he ate or
drank, everything he wore, and
cvery utensil he used was by corpo-
rate combine raised toan unnatural
price ; because all that he produced
by his labor was gambled in and
speculated with to his loss and im-
poverishment.

Never in the modern history of
the world, perhaps, have such com-
binations of wealth prevailed as
those which have controlled the
products, natural and artificial, of
this people since 1885. Then sprang
into life that creation of American
ingenuity, that irresponsible, secret,
law-defying, impersonal thing call-
ed a *‘trust,”” into which combines,
one after another, the industries of
our people were merged. First the
cotton-seed oil trust, with fifty mil-
lion dollars capital ; the sugar trust
with sixty million dollars ; the rub-
ber trust with another fifty million
dollars then the steel, lead, linseed
oil, pitch, cordage, nail, oil-cloth,
binding-twine, tobacco, and all the
other “‘trusts,”” including the school
slates and paper bags.

One of the members of the Sugar
Trust testified before a Senate Com-
mittee that the object and purpose
of the Trust was ‘‘to regulate the
output and to keep prices steady ;”’
that is to say in plain words, to
keep down the supply, force up
prices, and lock out labor. Thus,
instantly on their formation, they
reduced the supply. Among others,
twelve oil factories, six sugar refin-
eries, twenty nail factories closed
their doors ; prices rose: labor
sought in vain for employment ; the
cost of living increased and poverty
fell to the lot of many as an offset
to the riches of the few. 'The out-
put of the people’s industries was
and is absolutely controlled by these
corporate combinations, and every
man who held a plow in the furrow,
or cut down the timber in the woods,
or sowed the seed and garnered the
harvest of his industry, yes, and
every man who tished in the waters
for a living, was placed under the
burden of an-iniquitous tax.

What a change has come over
this people since the old bell in
Philadelphia rang out liberty to all

! coming—this

That |

Let us, |

the world ! In those days the hus-
| bandman fouud his market near at
hand and ecstablished the price of
his products by the law of supply
{ and demand ; then *‘futures’’ were
' not a marketable possibility ; then
| farms were small, unmortgaged, and
| owned by individual proprietors ;

| “And every rood of ground sustained its
| man.

Then the wants of the family

| were limited, but well supplied.

| “For him light labor spread her wholesome

| store.

! Just gave what life required, and gave no
more ;

| His best companions, innocence and health,

{ And his best riches, ignorance of wealth.”

’ Presently, however, demand in-
creased, and when at last, amid the
gradual change, the dark shadow of
war settled over the land and gave

!a still greater and more unnatural

| impetus to the power of consump-

| tion, it aroused the mechanical in-
genuity of the people and created

{culture. The cost of farming

undoing by I chinery would plow more, sow more,
|

to pro- | all the men who had preceded it.
on to do | From 1850 to 1880 labor-saving ma-

increased. This wonderful ma-

reap more and consume less than

% chinery used in agriculture increas-
;ed nine hundred per cent., while
| farm labor increased only three
hundred and fifty per cent. in the
operation of improved land, which
increased one hundred and fifty per
cent.

Then capital combined to operate
the big farm and the small farmer
went to trucking or died out. He

and survey his herds and flocks, or
into the field and look upon his
waving crops ripening to the har-
vest ; he could no longer sit in the
open door, when the shadows fell
down over the earth, and look over
the expanse of his acres, or plant
Lis feet on the soil and spread out
hands to the heavens, laden with
the dew and shining with the spark-
ling stars, and say “Here is my
home and here the home of my
children ; this is our freehold, and
within the circle of the earth I owe
no man aught but charity ;" for a
skeleton had stalked out of the
graveyard of civilization and had
entered this man’s abode ; debt
clung like a foul vapor about him ;
independence was a thing of the
past, and the joy of life had turned
to ashes in his grasp.

From 1870 to 1880 farms of one
hundred acres and under decreased
eleven per cent. and farms of over
one hundred acres increased one
hundred per cent., while farms of
one thousand acres and over in-
creased four hundred per cent.
This growth of the large farms
brought with it a corresonding in-
debtedness among the small farm-
ers of the country. Nine million
mortgages are to-day on record in
the United States, bearing from five
to forty per cent. interest, and, by
the experimental inquiry conducted
by the United States Census Bureau
for 1890, it is ascertained that only
three per cent. of this indebtedness
was incurred by the citizens of Mas-
sachusetts prior to 1870, only four
per cent. by the citizens of Illinois
prior to 1880, and only five per
cent. by the cizens of Iowa prior to
1880 ; or in other words, a compar-
atively small per centum of the ex-
isting recorded indebtedness was
due ten years ago.

For the first time in the history of
men, we have lived to see ‘*bonanza’’
farms and “‘cattle kings ;’’ to read
of associations which own eight
hundred thousand cattle that graze
on fifteen million acres of land ; of
single corporations whose live stock
on their great ranch number a mil-
lion cattle, a million sheep and three
hundred and fifty thousand horses,
of an estimated value of forty-five
million dollars ; to see men operat-
farms covering twenty-five to one
hundred and fifty thousand acres
under fence ; to see the rolling stock
of the railroads choked with the
yield of the cereal crop, and the
navies of the world floating idly
at our wharves to secure to the spec-
ulator a rise in the price of wheat ;
we have seen the settler on the fron-
tier toiling to raise a crop during
the summer months which necessity
forced him to burn for fuel in the
winter ; we have become accustomed
to ‘‘corners”” which levy a tax on
sixty million people as a result of
of the speculations of gamblers in
the food supply of the United
States ; in a word, we have seen the
husbandman, year by year, bound
more hopelessly to the coat-tails of
his lord proprietor in this new fen-
dalism of the nineteenth century.

My friends, let us apply this ex-
perience to the subject matter of
this discussion to-night. Suppose
for the sake of argument, and that
alone, we say that the plan to lease
out the oyster lands in small hold-
ings would insure their better work-
ing, have we any assurance that in
time, either by mortgage or pur-
chase, the small holders will not,
like the small farmers, be absorbed
by the larger capitalist ? Have we
any guarantee that the larger facil-
ities of the capitalist will not ena-
able him to control the market, to
render the small holdings compara-
tively worthless and ultimately to
squeeze out the small holder and
create amonoply. I givelittle heed
to the theoretical safeguards which
|the advocates of this course may
fsuggest. You may write words on
| parchment, you may enroll them

among the statutes ; but, in the
| light of experience, deeds and sta-
itutes, and decisions of courts, and
| senate committees, and the power
{of a fearless press, have all been
unequal to maintaining the patri-

could no longer go into the pasture | my remarks,

Icani a Legislature hon-
estly surrounding the lease with
every restriction which legal ingen-
unity could suggest, and, I can im-
agine another Legislature, just as
honestly and with equal ingenuity,
reversing its acts. The possibility
of corporations receiving grants of
land in the Chesapeake Bay bot-
toms is the assurance of the ultimate
formation and control of the ‘trust;’
the big fish would swallow the small
of their own kind. Bearing in
mind the course followed by these
‘“trusts,”” which I have outlined in
realizing that in
every instance they have sought to
advanceprices by restricting pro-
duction, we can scarcely be expect-
ed to believe that such a control
over the oyster fisheries as that sug-
gested would reverse the precedents
and seek to enlarge the supply and
reduce the price to the public. On
the contrary the inevitable result of
of such a course as the surrender of
these lands to private corporations
would be to restrict the taking of
oysters to a limited territory, to
confine the market to a limited sup-
ly, to increase the cost of the oys-
ter to the general public, to de-
crease wages, and to throw out of
employment the great multitude of
men who now enjoy a frugal living
from this industry.

The methods which large capital
would employ in the fisheries by
the introduction of steam and
machinery, would dispense with
the labor of hands; experience and
knowledge of the business would
be as little necessary as in the pres-
ent labor of our machine-worked
farms. The fisherman would be
absolutely a wage-worker, depend-
ent on the corporation, and his
wages regulated by the competition
of the world’s market and not by the
population of a county or town.
The private capital, the savings of
years of patient industry, now re-
presented in the bateaun or canoe,
would depreciate in value. The
school fund would vanish, the
company’s store would come, and
the one section of the State where
it has been our boast to say that
any honest man who would work
could get his own living, and where
Gog had opened the storehouse of
nature to His hungry poor, would,
practically, pass under the control
of a great and irresponsible power,
ord would become the law
of the necessities of the

e packer who was not ad-
to this combine, or who,
having been admitted, was after-
ward squeezed out asan incumbrance
by his more crafty or more power-
ful confederates, the existence of
this “‘trust” wonld simply mean
subjugation and ruin. It is not
reasonable that the operations of
such a corporation would be con-
fined to the oyster fisheries; it
would, as a natural sequence, con-
trol all collateral interests, and the
packing trade and the tin-can
manufacturer would gradually but
surely pass under this overshadow-
ing monopoly.

The small competition in wages
now existing in those trades, which
yet affords some semblance of in-
dependence to the labor, would be
gone, and the great army of men,
women and children would fail of
employment or obtain a precarious
living at greatly reduced rates.

I am told that some amendments
to the existing ‘“cull’”’ law would
go far to perfecting it in operation;
that for all practical purposes it
would iusure an improvement in
the future supply; that this law has,
so far, operated advantageously;
that time, by natural law, will
cause the recuperation of the oyster
bars; that the men engaged in the
fisheries are willing to observe any
statutes which may be enacted
looking to this end and for the
general welfare.

I am informed by many practical
men engaged last season in the
fisheries that the grounds are well
supplied with young oysters. 1 do
not believe, with such a public sen-
timent and the present condition of
the grounds, that the future is, by
any means, dark or unpromising.
Send repl‘entatives to the Legis-
ture who have the experience and
intelligence necessary to enact
proper laws for the protection of
this industry, and for many years
to come you wiill yet enjoy your
right to a common of fishery in the
Chesapeake Bay. The principles
of the common law can alone pre-
serve those rights. As certainly
as the sovereign people of this State
yield one jot or tittle of their pre-
rogatives to the full ownership,
possession and enjoyment of this
common of fishery, so certainly the

I of the rich.

time will come when that right

| $1.00

will have passed beyond their con-
trol.

And now, in conclusion, before !
me lies the map of this old State of |
Maryland, with the Bay spread out
like a silver shield upon its surface.
The tide flows in, salt with the/
brine of the hoary sea, laden with |
the offerings of the deep. Down
to its margins, mingling on its
broad expanse, sweep the rivers
fresh*with the sweet waters of the |
hills. Up from the shore line, low
lying, with many a cove and open- |
ing, rises the flat land, covered
with reeds and marshes, backed by |
the green bordering of the trees,
and the sleepy wind creeps silently |
along the rippling water and ﬁlls‘
the saile of the lfmts, and they |
come homeward sailing to their
havens. Here, far removed from
the noise and turmoil, the conflict
and the strife of our city life, the !
people pursue their humble calling. |
Let them rest! Hold sacred their |
rights and liberties! Better the |
gratitude of a contented people than |
the glory of riches; and better than i
a tower for defense is their trust |
and confidence. 5

The Use Of

Harsh, drastic purgatives to relieve costive |
ness is a dangerous practice, and more liable \
|

to fasten the disease on the patient than to
cure it. What is needed is a medicine that,
in effeetually opening the bowels, corrects
the costive habit and establishes a natural
daily action. Such an aperieut is foand in

Ayer’s Pills,

which, while thorough in action, strengthen
as well as stimulate the bowels and excretory '
S.

“For eight years I was afilicted with con-
stipation, which at last became so bad that
the doctors could do no more for me. Then
1 began to take Ayer's Pills, and soon the
bowels becamne regular and natural in their
movemeuts. 1 am now in excelient health.”
—~Wm. H. DeLaucett, Dorset, Ont.

*When 1 feel the need of a cathartie, 1
take Ayer's Pills, and find them to be more

Effective

than any other pill [ ever toek.” — Mrs. B. C.
Grubb, Burwellville, Va.

*“For yeais | have been subject to consti- ‘
pation and nervous headaches, caused by de-
rangzement of the liver.  After taking various
remedies, . have become convinced that
Ayer’s Pilis are the best.  They have never
failed to relieve my bilious attacks in a short
time; and 1 am sure my system retains its
tone longer after the use of these Pills, than
hias heen the case with any other medicine [
have tried " — H. 8. Sledge, Weimar, Texas.

“yer’s Pill
YO i" S I s,
5 VREFARED BY ‘
. AYELR & CO,, Lowell, Mass, |
L% wil Dealers in Medicine. |
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TERMS OF ADVERTISING {

inch for the firstinsertion,and 50 |
cents for every sub:ﬂ:cntinscnion. Obit- |
uaries, church festi , etc., over ten lines |
in length will be charged at the rate of 25 |
cents perinch. A liberal deduction made |
to those who advertise by the year. |
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All communications must be accompanied
by the real name of the author orno
attention will be paid to them.

|
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JOB PRINTING done with |

neatness and despatch.

T.F. Yates & F. V. KING, Publishers'

Special Inducements.

FLOORING

AND

SHINGLES,

BUILDINC LUMBER
Cenerally. Doors, Sash

and Blinds.

—GET OUR--
VERY LOW PRICES

BEFORE BUYING.

GEO. F. SLOAN & BRO

414 Light St. Wharf,

E———

Established 50 Years.

Balto, Md.

———

SALESMEN WANTED ! 310 ACRES; BATIMORE COUNTY

PEACH, PEAR, ATPLE,

TREES!

MALL FRUITS, GRAPE VINES, IE.IVER(H'.EENS, HEDGPLAN

CHERRY,

All First Class.

Write for prices and estima es,

WM. CORSE & SONS,

‘| SECOND STREET, OPPOSITE POST OFFICE, P. O. Box 408 Balto., Md,

8" Persons desiring to visit nurseries will please feall at our offic and we will

send them free of charge. Write for prices and catalogues. Dec 1— *

Donw’t Buy Anything In The

BUILDING LINE

UNTIL YOU GET OUR ESTIMATE ON YOUR

S8ash, Blinds, Frames; Mouldings. Brackets,

Doors, Lumber, Mantels, &c.

Our inducements are :—BEST MATERIAL LOWEST PRICES.

SHOOT & CO.,

No 119 North Union Street.
SETIMATES MAILED FREE.

Alexandra, Va

LUMBER.

| B. R. ABELL, agent for the large lumber firm, J. H. D. Smoor, & Sox of
ﬁ(l)enndrig. will keep constantly on hand in Leonardtown

ards, Scantling, Weather Boarding,

Dressed Boards, Shingles, Doors, Sash; &c.
Also, Laths, Lime and Hair, which he will sell at city prices,
Orders for lumber from in Alexandria will be promptly attended to.
Septo—tf

Flooring, Pal
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