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The Story of a Duel. **uu uwi; wi vuvi. ,

“Comrade* ! have ye heard the
nt w& ? A man bath come forward 1
to answer the challenge of Jacopo, }
the Swordsman !"

This announcement, made ia one ‘

of the principal streets of Florence *
on a fine Sommer morning in the *

latter part of the sixteenth century t
was quite sufficient to gstlter an ex-
cited crowd around the speaker the
instant he uttered it; for Jacopo *
I- >ni [popularly known as Jacopo
the Swordsman," from his deadly
•kill in fencing] was widely renown-
ed as the most formidable prise-
fighter in all Italy, although (ac-
cording to the custom of the times)
be fought not with his fist bnt with
his sword.

The redoubtable Jacopo had ai-
r-ad y killed three or four fencers
of renown who bad ventured to

encounter him, and then, finding
that people seemed to be getting
rather shy of testing his prowess,
he had lately issued a forma! ehal-

lenf e to all comers, and had offered
to ssake a pretty large sum upon
the result.
''This challenge, however, had al-

ready been thrice repeated without
anyone appearing particularly anx-
ious to accept it; and therefore, it
was no great wonder that the an-
nouncement quoted above should
have been received with looks and
exclamations of doubt, and even of
fiat disbelief.

“It is impossible Mas! [Tom].
No man livingwould be so mad !"

“Itmust be a jest—and a sorry
one, too.'*

“Or else Maso is lying. Confess
that thou art lying, according to

thy custom, brother Maso, and we
will forgive the 1”

“Laugh if ye willmy friends/*
said MmSO slightly affronted, “bnt

1 lie not. It stands writout in the
Market Place, fall fair to see, that
there is a man ready to meet Jaco-
po on the seventh morning from to-
day.

“Then there is one more fool in
town than I thought/* grunted a
stout armorer/* and there will be
one less soon.’*

“Who is the man ?” He must
boa stranger here, or he would
know better.**

“I can not tell, Aid \laso ; for
**vUhongh his challenge is fairlywrit;

¦‘•vLjs no name signed to It.**
• it most needs be a jest/*

——sturdy butcher, beside
July

cried Maso ;

%4Cafch staked one thonsand
tfudred pimples on the event.**

as Maso’s news ap-
jfred. however, it was speedily

surely the ti-
F (lings of the expected combat flew

abroad like wildfire,kindling a uni-
versal excitement. When the day
appointed for the fight came, not
only all Florence, but all the coun-
try round seemed to have gathered
to watch the sport, and in the ranks
of the spectators were to be seen
young nobles from all the greatest
families in Northern Italy.

The stage upon which the two
champions were to meet was a large
platform of smooth planking (thick- *
ly strewn with sawdust to keep their
feet from tiffing) which being fall
thirty feet Tn length by at least
twenty in breadth, gave ample space
for all their movements. Ateither
cud of the stage was a smaller plat-
form on which stood a test of white
canvass, and upon these tents all
eyes were fixed in eager expectation,
for they hid from sight the heroes.

Presently one of the tente was
seen to open, and forth stepped the
famous Jacopo Belloni himself,
bowing condescendingly in acknowl-
edgement of the thundering cheers
that greeted his appearance.

The renowned swordsman's tail,
active sinewy figure was a perfect
model of well-trained agility and
strength ; but his dark, lean, wolf-
ish face, with its hooked nose,
sloping forehead, bristly, black
moustache, white teeth and fierce,
restless, gray eyes which were tamed
hungrily npon the opposite tent
were unpleasantly suggestive of
some ferocious beast of prey.

And now the other tent opened
in its tarn, and a long cry of as-
tonishment broke from every lip.
The man who was about to en-
counter the dreaded Belloni was
seen to be slim, handsome yonih,

-barely twenty years old, so slender I
in frame, and so smooth and delt-

. cate in face, that but for his lofty
stature and the silky moustache on
his upper lip, he might have been |
mistaken for a girl.
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took no heed of him. 1
Then up rose a fine-looking old

man ia a richly-embroidered suit of
crimson velvet, the Marquis di Sen- -
la, who, as warden of the market
place, had charge of the day's pro- |
ceedings. He announced that this j
young man staked one thousand 1
live hundred pistoles (nearly one |
thousand three hundred pounds] ,
against one thousand wagered hy
Jacopo, adding that, as then was
no personal enmity between the two
combatants, the first woubd re- *
otdved by either might fairly end
the fight.

Bnt here the young stranger in-
terposed : “Let me entreat yonr
worship/* said he with stern em-
phasis, “not to defeat the sole pur-
pose which could have made me
stoop to encounter yon ont-throat.
It is fall time that his murderous
hand were stayed from shedding
more blood ; and, with the help of
Heaven, mine shall be the arm to
stay it. Ers I leave this spot, he I
or I shall lie dead/*

In the dead hnsh of universal
amazement those clear, stern, men-
acing tones rang ont like the anm-
mona of a destroying angeL The
spectators stood aghast, and looked
at each pther in ailenoe; and even
the savage Belloni seemed cowed,
and the scornful smile faded from
his lips, and a faint uneasiness
made itself visible for the first time
through the swaggering impudence
of his look. These signs of waver-
ing did not pass unnoticed by the
watching crowd, some of whom 1
taunted him with his changed look ;

on which, stung to the quick, the
bally fiercely shook off his momen-
tary hesitation, and advanced npon
his foe with uplifted sword. The
latter met him with equal readiness
and a deep and solemn hush settled
down upon that great multitude as
the shining blades were seen to
cross.

Belloni pressed furiously forward,
his sword flickering like lightning
as he dealt thrust after thrust, with
a quickness which no eye could
follow. He appeared bent upon
bearing down his young opponent
by sheer strength; bnt to his own sur-
prise, and that of every one else,
he seemed to have met his match at
last. Lunge after Innge did he
make, with seemingly irresistible
force, and again -and again did the
bystanders draw in their breath as
they watched to see the stranger
fall;bnt the thirsty point was al-
ways tamed sside just as it seemed
about to pierce him. Nor did be
once break ground, but kept circl-
ing ronnd and round his foe, watch-
ing for a chance of attacking in
turn.

That chance came at last. Jacopo,
spent with his own violent exertions,
oonld no longer maintain this ex-
hausting attack. His breath began
to fail and his hand to tremble.
Then the stranger came forward,
and attacked Belloni in his turn,
with a light of a sadden and terri-
ble gladness npon his beautiful face,
which made the hardiest spectator
sudder as they saw it.

Twice Belloni dashed aside the
Jiomyust as it reached him, hot the

*° m*DOUB stoain of
crimson on his white vest showed
that the parry had come all bnt too
late. They closed a third time—-
there was a quick trampling of
feet, a clash of steel, a hoarse chok-
ing curse—and the destroyer of so
many lives lay dead at the stranger's
feet, pierced through the heart.

The momentary pause of silent
stupefaction was followed by long
continued thunders of applanse,
while the Marquis di Scale, seem-
ingly mnch pleased, held ont to the
conqueror the heavy parse contain-
ing the stakes; hat the latter, to
everyone’s surprise, waved it haugh-
tilyaway.

‘Money that is stained withblood
shall never be touched by my
hands/* he said. In a tone of snch
commanding dignity as to impress
even the proud old noble to whom
he spoke. ‘Give it to the widows
and the orphan children of the
men whom this wretch hath Main.’

‘And who art tbon, fair sir, 1
pray thee?* asked the marquess,
looking at him wonderingly.

‘Iam from Scotland/ answered
the victorious youth, ‘and my name
is—James Crichton!*

‘The Admirable Crichton!* shout-
ed the throng, with one voice, hail-
ing the renowned Soot by the title
which he had already made famous
throughout all Europe.

‘Ay, the Admirable Crichton, in j
good sooth, cried the Marquees di |
Scala, ‘and never more truly ad-
mirable than when he thus risks
his life to punish the guilty, and 1gives np his well-won gains to re-;
iieve the distressed.’
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other medicine, has taxed America I

tell tb* mince* pies from th* apple
pies. “T. M." on the mince pies
is “*tismince," and “T. M/* on
th* apple pies is “’tain't —

so I km tell 'em, ma'am, widont
cnfctin* 'em.

Pallor, langnldness, and the ap-
pearance of ill-health being no long-
er fashionable among ladies, Ayers
Sarsaparilla is more largely resorted
to as atonic-alterative, nerve,stom-
achic, and builder-up of the system
generally. This is as it should be.
Ayer's is the best.

‘Joliman used to be a smart and
rather airy bachelor, bnt 1 think he
must have married since I saw him
last year/ ‘Why do yon think so!"
‘1 noticed that there were two or
three buttons off his coat today/

For Constipation
Ayer’s Pills

For Dyspepsia
Ayer’s Pills

For Biliousness
Ayer’s Pills

For Sick Headache
Ayer’s Pills

For Liver Complaint
Ayer’s Pills

For Jaundice
Ayer’s Pills

For Loss of Appetite
Ayer’s Pills

For Rheumatism
Ayer’s Pills

For Colds
Ayer’s Pills

For Fevers
Ayer’s Pills

Every Dose Effective

W. T. Limxrisi, Jobs E. Briboor,
Late of Romford, Va. LateofF A P Ag’cy

LITTLEPAGB & B RIBCOE,
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BALTIMORE, MB.

finis, Titan, Vegetables. Trait fipfcn fab,
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Handled promptly end to the Best Advan-

tage.
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bbvbb bt prrximior to:
J. W. Hall, President First National Bank,
Baltimore, Md.: Henry Williams. Agent
Weems’ Line Steamers, Baltimore, Md.;
James Edmonds, Cashier National Bank of

Commerce, Baltimore, Maryland.
We have with os Mr. K. D. R BEAN,

who will give his special attention to the
inspection and sale of tobacco. His famil-
iarity with the trade and his experience asa salesman will be a guarantee for the best
prices and prompt retains.

April 16. 91—tf

Real Estate Agency.

Messrs. Herbert f. mooes, of
- Leonard town, and T. J. MOORE, of

Washington, D. a, have entered into
co-partnership for the sale of real estate.
If parties having lands for sale will send
full description and the lowest price they
will take, we will liberally advertise their
lands free ofcharge and make every possi-
ble effort to make speedy sales.

HERBERT r. MOORE,
T. JACKSON MOORE,

Leonard town, Md.
Nov 81—t

WM. H. MOORK. no. KUDO.

W.H. MOORE *€o.
OROGSRS AND

Commission Merchants,
*<W Mouth Charles Street.

BALTIMORE.
Particular attention given to iasnimfunajMj^^TMucco.^^mleof grebTand

all kinds ofCountry Produce.
Feb. 18.78—vt

m STORE.
I BEG LEAVE to remind my friends,

patrons and the general public that!
have Just purchased and will always keep
on hand a fall line of Drags, such as Is na-
callykept la a first-class City Drug Store.
Alto a large assortment of

FIME SOAPS,

PERFUMERY ,

TOILET FIXTURES,

il^iom-poanded. Ortas by mail promptly at-
tended to.

lam belter prepared now to conduct the
heretofore, and respect-

JjjßjcJoHdt Use patronage of the getaal
HARRY SPALDING, Druggist,

•a—•

LOUIS HARLK,

|L dtsor Boor aid Ehoumjcrr,

has located at Cauvorria, and Is ready to i
fitany foot from the smallest to the large* <
at the most reasonable rales. Ladies and ’
cents fine wok a speciality at shortest no- ‘
lice Nov. It—ttr
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THE PREMIER FLOUR OF AMERICA

Our Patent Roller Flours
are manufactured from the CHOICEST WHEAT OBTAINABLE, in

clading the hard variety of Maryland and Virginia.
•fSJg YOVm GMOCMSM WOM

PATAPBOO SUPERLATIVE PATENT, PATAPBCO FAMILY PATENT
ME DOHA, HIGH GRADE WINTER PATENT, ORANGE GROVE EXTRA,

BALDWIN FAMILY, MAPLBTON FAMILY.
•¦#' •- %¦/'T> ii ¦' , ¦,. ¦.. -;: "St

c. l euuuu uioncraiK ctnur,
*l4 COMMERCE ST., BALTIMORE, MD.
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, of getting an old style snii when yon bny here,
t Allonr goods are

Fresh and New.
.

Be fair with yonrself and see onr Spring Stock.
( Onr store is crowded with the

Newest of New Styles,

selected with experienced cure as to quality, good
taste as to style, and generous prodigality as to
variety. It is the EIGHT PLACE to get the
BIGHT GOODS at the BIGHT Prion.

’f jS- Jk' oy ; _ *s*,f" ‘V:- 1" r
Popular Styles, tats Novelists,

and Newest Attractions
are all found in abundance in every department
of onr elegant line of

wmnuHnK'
No question about these goods mot pleasing. They
ttkelk* SMI hfiJterommmm apwev •

No question about these prices being satis factory.
jutJfP f"is MftndiifVMv vUiv WH c/fcci^pcr•

Com# to see us for your Spring Goods and yon

S. BIBBER,

STAR CLOTHING HOUSE,
903, 006, 907, 909 Eighth St., S. E,

We are -sow occupying onr New Building. The largest
ground floor of any clothing house in Washington.

|if";

UNDERTAKING.
HAVING rested the property ol F D.

AdMB. AtMwteMt. BlMsij*b erma.
to famish casket^

l> -***--

im* itmk*a

Which Win behighfr H^WK^tedby^^
I Jane ft—H 9E9P?
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SHINGLGB,
I

BUILDING LUMBER

Generally. Doors,Sash

and Blinds.
I

-GET GOB- W

VERY LOW PRICES*

BEFORE BUYING.

GEO. F. SCO AN & BRO
%

gr • >1 -* - f .. -

,

"

‘
"

-(¦

414 Light St. Wharf, Balto, Md.
- yty* --. *- ¦ —*

Established 60 Tears.
O"

I
SALESMEN WANTED I 810 AGEES; BATIMORE COUNTY

PEACH, PEAR, APPLE, CHERRY, 'JS
|L • .

-
•*'

T R EES!
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MALLFRUITS, GRAPE VINES, EVERGREENS, HEDQPLAN

AllFirst Class. WjjH fo*ric and aatima m.

wm com & SONS.
SECOND STREET, OPPOSITE POST OFFICE, P. O. Box 408 Balto., Md

Hr Fenton* dealriog to rUt nuneries will |4aae' call at oar office and we

•end them free oi charge. Write for prion and catalog*#*. Dec i— -

Don’t Buy Anything In The

BUILDING LINE
?- ¦

UNTIL YOU GET OUR ESTIMATE ON YOUR
A ¦;¦¦¦' V. ’ ' uk '*

•ash. Blinds, Frames* Mouldings, Brackets,
***' '7 ,

Doors, Lumber, Mantels, he. .

f’ * m
-i* !,

Out indaoamoDte are:—BEST MATERIALLOWEST PRICES.
'

SMOOT* CO.,
jK ; ¦%-P': ‘

-- - 3IS!
I •• *&’<£*''¦ -at ¦

No 119 North Union Alexandria,, fa
SETIMATES MAILED ifftff.

w i _ f j rarnsiwM m mpnaiMiw. no

kLmL ovine to tls HICM fa

. . 7*/; v
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; LUMBER.
‘¦ ll**“*“•

’ Bo*ri>t SflentliHf, Weather Boarding. Flooring, Paling,
_

I ..
.

Dwtejd|Boerdt, Shingle,, !*,Saah; Ac.
* Ajy, Tatte. IJiy aad Hair, whkdrbeyffliffiatdty pricea.

Oidan far lumber from la Alexandria wm be pitßaptiy atteadad a
j Sept 6—tl


