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those who tempted it, says & Chey-
enne paper. The body is that of
Matthew B. Dawson, nephew of

. Fillmore, of the Southern Pacific

Company. The Indians heresbout
are intensely excited, and at first
would not believe it. When the
fact was proved to them they De-
came awestricken and have not yet
recovered from their wonder. They
say that the fact of the lake having
given up its dead indicates that
there has been a great upheaval—a
revolution or something of that
sort among the powers of that world
peopled with sprites and demons
and fairies and governed by epirits
and devils in which the Indians sc
implicitly believe. :

In a cavern at the bottom of the
mysterious lake lives the woman
with the serpent’s head, whose name
is never spoken, for all the newts
and lizards and snakes are her spies
and who speaks her name she will

o <5
.h'l'he recovery of Dawson’s body
has aroused great interest in the
legend and bribes without number
have been offered the Indians to tell
the name of the water devil, but
they will not for all the whiskey
and tobacco that can be offered.
‘Even one of the chiefs who has be-
come civilized and pays taxes on s
handsome farm would not reveal the
name. He says he has no fear of
the woman and has no faith in the
legend, but declares he has forgot-
ten the name.

Though they may only speak of
this potent dewil as ‘““The Woman”’
there is no bar to their telling of
her powers and expleits. It seems
that she is rather proud of her pow-
er and wants her adventures told
that peopie may fear her the more.
She has been seen. Oh, yes, two
Indisns have lived long enough to
tell of it after their eyes beheld her,
but there is not an Indian in all
Wyoming who would dare to seek
her. Strange to say, though the
woman is such a malignant power,
the Indians do not rejoice at her
overthrow, as indicated by the dead
Dawson coming back from her do-
minion beneath the lake.

Mayte they fear that  this up-
heaval bodes & change of all exist-
ing things, because gods and de-
mons do not die, and they are very
uneasy over the matter. The med-
icine men lHave hardly ceased their
incantations since the token of the
nether cataclysm has appeared.

Dawson was drowned last Octo-
ber. He and Fred E. Scrymser
were out hunting on the iake, whith
is a sullen, wind-swept body of wa-
ter in a deep canon. Exactly how
they died is not known,*but the
capsized boat drifted ashore with
Scrymser’s body entangled in the
rigging.

PRUITLESS SEARCH,

Nothing was seen of Dawson
until his body was found by a couple
of duck hunters who sawthe bare
skull less than one hundred yards
from theshore point to which Serym-
ser’s body drifted with the sailboat.
The water was shallow and they
waded out to investigate. The re-
mains wereidentified by the watch
atd clothing. Secrymser and Daw-
son were respectively president and
cashier of ‘the Laramie National
Bauk, and socially, politically and
commercially the most prominent
men of the town., -

Serymser, who was in Wall street|
before he came West, was lessee of
the rolling mills, employing 600
men. Dawson’s life was inpured
for $137,000. Most of this was
paid, bet near $15,000 was expended
-in searching for the body. A diver
was brought bere from San Fran-
ciseo. He looked on the bottom of
the lake foar hours a day for three
weeks at 850 & day. AN the mem-
bers of the families of Dawson and
 his wife are spiritnalists, and medi-
ums were brought from distant cities
to locate the remsins. This wae
after the lake was frozen over, and
for a month they dragged  through
the holes in the ice. ' g

Bat mediums and divers were
alike unable to find a trace of the
body of D,'le’h.?ho Ans re-
garded their ‘work with )t
how the diver escaped after his nu-
merons visits to the bottom of the
lake. They finally decided that be-
cagse of his grotesque diving suit
the serpent-headed woman wonld
not recognize & man in him.

s hunter. She tempts to the mid-
dle of the lske by » magnificent
red swan, which keeps flattering
just beyond gunshot, and so lures
them within her power. A strange
thing about this great red swan is
that it is a most desirable bird and
the one that kills it will be the pos-
sessor of all sorts of power.

So many heroes of the Cheyennes
have hunted the red swan, bat the
bird has never been taken.

WHAT SHE LOOKS LIKE.

Of the two Indians who have
seen the serpent woman and have
lived to tell of it, the first saw her
when she did not know of it. He
was waiting hidden behind & rock
on the lake shore for game when
out of the lake came the woman.
She swam about on the surface of the

the Indian said, was incomparably
more beautiful than that of the
most beantiful daughters of the
chiefs, but her head was that of an
enormousserpent. . “'When her back
was toward him be conld not see
the snake’s head, for her long hair
hid it, and she looked simply like
the most glorious of women.

The hunter lay flat on the rock
and watched her. He dared neither
to move nor cry out. When the
demon had finjshed her suu bath
she dived and did not appear again.

Had this Indian kept quiet about
the marvelous thing he had seen
there would have been mo trouble,
for she did . not :know, ‘bat it ‘was
too wonderful not to be told.

He kept the great seeret for a
year, but at last be whisperedit to &
woman. A lizard heard the whis-
per, and in the morning the man
was found dead. About his throat
a giant rattlesnake had twisted
itself, and its fangs were fast in his
face. That washis punishment for
spying on the serpent woman.

With the other man who saw her
and told of it it was different. He
was & young chief who boasted be-
fore all the tribe that he was afraid

the task of conquering the serpent
woman.

He was a brave man, but he took
allreasonable precaution. He knew
that against those of the other world
his war clubs and bows and arrows
were useless. The learning and
magic of the medicine men alone
might be of use to him in such a
contest.

: They taught him all they knew,
and he, now’ confident of victory,
boasted again that he would bring

1" Asany eof  the Indians. will tell

you, the woman is not hard to find
if you want t0" see hér. All you
have to do is to go to the middle of
the lake at night when there is no
moon and itis raining and snowing.
- Then chance of aayone

ordinary man  ever comes back to
tell. '

Se the young chief “set out, but
he had boasted too much and s
snake crept into hig boat a8 he was
leaving the shore.. He came back
after his encounter with the she
devil, but when nesr. the shore on
his return he fook off his magic
shirt, . provided by the medicine
men, for he had fought hard and
was tired and feverish, That left

den in'the boat struck him. The
the night, bat on the uext day he
to see the lake demon. -‘That was

before the emigrants

died the stricken chief told what'

lake in the sunshine. Her form|

else seei happens, and no|°:

him vulnerable, and the snake hid- | 4

T had happened. htho-_iidlooc.'
v_h&‘o middle of the lake the the lake he saw her, and she called

why the

return to the shore of his body has |
so utterly dambfounded them.

do not know if the lake

demon has found her lover, and so.

cares no more for other men or}

whether some more powerful of the
uncanny beings that haunt lakes
and mountains and clouds hascome
and overthrown her, but they are
apprehensive and very much afraid
of what-the future course- of the

bw:nun with the serpent’s head will
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