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Superstitions About Hands.

“Please, Uncle Jack, what is this
for?”’ asked Peter, picking up an
odd looking little ornament of pink
coral, shaped very much like three |
tiny. fingers.

“Qh, that,”” said Uncle Jack,
turning the little trifle over and
smiling, ““is what superstitious peo-
ple in Naples wear to ward off the
evil influences of anyone they sus- |
pect of witcheraft. Sometimes, if
you happen to live or be visiting in
Naples, you would see people do |
this. put the thumb in the middle
of their hand, fold their second and
third finger over it, and with the

like horns, point towards anyone
they believed possessed of an evil
eye. It is one of the many ancient
signs of the hand.”

“What signs?”’ said Peter, who
dearly loved to ask questions.

“Why, don’t you know,’” replied
his uncle, toking Peter’s haczd in
his, ““that nearly every gesture you
make with yoar hands has come
down from the most ancient of
times? For instance, when you
shook hands with Mrs. Brown, who
just went out, you followed one of
the oldest of customs, that began
in the days when men shook hands
to prove that they meant no harm
to each other and carried no weap-
ons. When you lean out of your
carriage window and kiss your hand
to your mother on the doorstep,
you are following an old habit of
the Persian. sun worshipers, who
first laid their hands on their
mouths, and then lifted them to-
ward the sun.

“Nowadays, in England, those
who are presented to the Queen kiss
her hand, which isa token of rever-
ence and submission as old as the
days of the Trojan war, when King
Priam kissed Achilles’ hand, as he
asked for the body of his brave dead
son Hector. Julius Caesar, the
great conqueror, never permitted
the common folk to kiss his hand,
but in hig presence they kissed their
own hands. In Morocco no one in
the presenee of the Emperor men-
tions the number five, because it
represents the hand that holds the
scepter and power. The Turks
call the hand an emblem of the
Creator. The 14 knuckles repre-
sent the beads of their rosary, and
the five fingers their five great rules
for religious life.

““Among the early Christians the
thumb, first and second finger were
thought to signify God, His Son
and the Holy Ghost, and that is
why those three fingers are held up
when priests in the Catholic Church
give what is called an episcopal
blessing. Long ago in marriages
the ring was in turn slipped over
the thumb, first and second fingers,
and finally left on the third, to
show that the man gave his allegi-
ance, first to the Holy Trinity, and
lastly to his wife. It was then that
people believed the third finger was
possessed of unusual virtues, be-
cause a rich, pure vein of blood ran
from its bottom knuckle to the
heart. It was made the ring finger
for that reason, and in times of
plague doctors mixed their drugs
with it, thinking it the only finger
free from taint.

“In these later days it has been
found out that there is no vein run-
ning, as was belived, but it remains
the marriage finger by custom.
Perhaps one of the strangest super-
stitions about hands is that a cen-
tury ago it was believed that the
hand of a man who had been hung
would cure warts if touched by an
afficted person, and that the hand
of-a man dead on the gallows wonld
open the strongest lock if merely
touched to the key hole, moving
the bolts without a sound, and
housebreakers were supposed to car-
ry such a hand among their tools.””

And here Uncle Jack hurried out
of the room, leaving Peter still gaz-
ing at his own hard, brown little
hand that never before had seemed

80 interesting in his own eyes.—
Republic.

A QUEER DEATH COINCIDENCE.
—John Drew Fisher, the actor, who
died in Brooklyn, N. Y., was an-
other example of how coincident
fatality may pursue a family, He
was the fifth of the Fishers who
died at 7 a. m. on Sunday morn-
ing, bhis mother, brother and two
sisters all having died on that fate-

ful day at exactly the same hour in
the morning.

““I would rather trust that medi-
cine than any doctor 1 know of,”
Says Mrs. Hattie Mason of Chilton,
Carter Co., Mo., in speaking of
Chamberlain’s Colic, Cholera and
Diarrhoea Remedy. For sale by
Wm. F. Greenwell & Son, Leonard-
town, Md.

{ lunech,”
first and fourth fingers held straight | companined by the actor, now thor-
oughly alive to the humor of the

incident, he found himself a few

} Never, when traveling abroad, be

“WHAT A CouxtRY !”—Come-
dian William F. Hoey once encoun-
tered a distinctly ingenuous Brit-
isher. The comedian formed his
acquaintane during one of the Lu-
cania’s incoming voyages, and the
iwo breakfasted in New York to-

“1 guega 1’1l turn out to see Har-
ry after kfastf,”” said the guest.

“Harry " queried the comedian
softly.

““Yes, my brother,” explained
the Englishman. “I’ve two here.
Harry lives in San Francisco and
Charlie in Chicago.”

“But you’ll be back for dinner?”’
facetiously quizzed Hoey.

The Britisher took him serious-
ly. ““Sare, for dinner if not for
he answered. And, ac-

minutes later in the line of ticket
buyers in the Grand Central depot.

‘“An excursion ticket to San
Francisco, stopping at Chicago sta-
tion on return,’”’ he crdered.

The ticket agent put about a
quarter of amile of pasteboard un-
der his stamp; pounding it fora
minute or more, thrust it before
the explorer and expectantly awaited
payment.

‘When does the train go?’ asked
the Englishman.

‘In 10 minutes,” was the answer.

,How much is it?’

‘One hundred and thirty-eight
dollars and fifty cents.’

‘What?’ the Englishman gasped.
‘How far is it?’

‘Three thousand miles.”

‘Old Hoss’ was right behind to
catch the falling form, and, as he
guided the fast fainting English-
man back to the cab, where he
snuggled helplessly in a corner, the
single exclamation escaped, ‘“What
a country?”’ —New York Times.

Tue Work oF Dust.—Dust has
a very large share in nearly all the
phenomena of the earth’s atmoe-
phere. It is what makes the clear
sky appear blue, and when we look
up into the sky we see the dust in
the atmosphere illuminated by the
sun. There is nothing else before
us that can permit the light to
reach the eye. Light goes invisi-
ble, straight through all gases,
whatever their chemical composi-
tion. The dust catches it, reflects
it in every direction, and so causes
the whole atmosphere to appear
clear in the same way that it makes
the sunbeam visible in the darkened
room. Without dust there would
be no blue firmament. The sky
would be as dark as or darker than
we see it in the finest moonless
nights. The glowing disk of the
sun would stand immediately upon
this dark background, and the same
sharp contrast would prevail upon
the illuminated surface of the earth
—blinding light where the sun’s
rays fall and deep black shadows
where they do not.

Only the light of the moon and
the stars, which would remain visi-
ble in the daytime, would be able
to temper this contrast in a slight
degree. The illumination of the
earth’s sarface would be like that
we see with the telescope on the lu-
nar landscapes, for the moon has
no atmospheric envelope that can
hold floating dust. We then owe
to dust the even moderately tem-
pered daylight, adapted now to our
eyes, and it is that which contrib-
utes much to the beanty of onr
landscape scenery.—Dr. P. Len-
ard in Popular Science Monthly.

—

NEeveErR—Never answer questions,

in general company, that hsve been
asked of others.

overboastful of your own country.

Never lend an article you have
borrowed unless you have permis-
sion.

Never exhibit anger, impatience,
or excitement, when an accident
kappens.

Never pass between two persons,
who are talking together, without
an apology.

Never enter a room noisily.

Never fail to close a door after
you if you found it closed, and ney-
er slam it.

Never forget, that, if yom are
faithfal in & few things, you may
be ruler over many.

IMpEDED His UTTERANCE.—
Eastern Visitor : Why did not the
Mayor read the riot act during the
last disturbance here ! It always
has a wonderful effect upon a rag-
ing mob.

Quick Drop Dan : Wal, he did.
But it didn’t have much effect on
the boys. He didn’t read plains

Eastern Vigitor : Why not §
Quick Drop Dan : Hehada rope
round his neck.—Puck.

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla is the quick-
est cure for all blood diseases. Iis
effects are always beneficial.

NEWS IN BRIEF,
From Ghe Baltimors Sun.
Wednesday, October 10, 1894,

Over $500.000 worth of oes
were brought from Scotland to the
United States in nine months end-
ed June last.

The friends of Colonel W. C. P,
Breckinridge are urging him for
thekUnitod States Senate from Ken-
tucky.

William Whithurst, colored, has
been arrested in Norfork, char
with stealing a coffin in which a
colored woman had been interred.

From evidence given so far it is
believed to be the purpose of repub-
lican protectionists to make the
present campaign one of slander
and misrepresentation against the
democrats.

Five men perished in Lake Fid-
dler colliery, near Shamokin, Pa.,
esterday. One of the victims was
rvin Buffington, who, in disobedi-
ence of orders, lighted a naked
lamp, setting the mine on fire.

Engineers are surveying a canal
route between Pocomoke river and
Sinepuxent bay, in Worcester coun-
ty, which will be a link in the inter-
ior water-way from Chesapeake bay
to Delaware bay.

Acting Postmaster-General Jonea
has issued an order discontinuing
the practice at all postoffices of
placing postage due stamps on ad-
vertised mail matter before collect-
ing the required fee.

Thursday, October 11, 1894.

The democrats of Wyoming have
every prospect of electing the Legis-
lature which will choose two United
States Senators.

Senator Gray, of Delaware, says
the democrats will elect a Legisla-
tore in his State next month, and
a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Eight persons were crushed to
death in their beds and several
others injured by the fall of a seven-
story building in New York during
the storm early yesterday morning.

The funeral of ex-Gov. Andrew
G. Curtin took place yesterday at
Bellefonte, Pa. Governor Pattison
was one of the hororary pall-bearers.

The Colored Catholic Congress
sent to the Catholic hierarchy, as-
sembled in Philadelphia, a protest
against race discrimination in
churches, convents, hospitals and
schools.

Mrs. Catharine Neale, widow of
the late William H. Neale and aunt
of Gen. Stonewall Jackson, died in
Parkersburg, W. Va., Tuesday
night, aged seventy-eight. When
a lad young Jackson lived for some
time there with his uncle.

Lewis Johnson, colored, of Rock-
ville, Md., was run over by a Balti-
more and Ohio freight train in
Eckington, D. C. last night. His
body was completely severed, except
shreds of flesh connecting the up-

r and lower parts, yet he retained

is senses until he died and gave an
account of the accident.

HARD vP For AN Excuse.—Mr.
Henlow had advertised for a clerk,

and, being a kind-hearted man, dis-
missed the surplus applicants as
gently as possible.

“My lad,’” he said to the last one,
‘“you’re too young for the position.”

““Too young !”’ echoed the unfor-
tunate. ‘““Why, I’m a grandfather.”’

*“Well, if I were to hire you it
would be an encouragement to men
to become grandfathers at your age,
and I’'m dead against anything of
the sort.”

_— - —-ee

Human life is held too cheaply
when the individual who needs a
tonic for his system, seeks to cover
his wants by purchasing every new
mixture that is recommended to
him. Remember that Ayer’s Sar-
saparilla has a well-earned reputa-
tion of fifty year’s standing.

Wrote AN Essay oN PAxTs --A boy
in the Wichita schools is responsible for
the following essay on pants:

“Pants are made for men and not men
for pants. Pants are like molasses—they
are thinner in hot weather and thicker in
cold. The man in the mdon changes his
pants during the eclipse. Don’t go to the

“There has been much discussion as to
whether pants issingular or plural. Seens
to us when men wear pants they are plu-
ral, and when they don’t wear pants it is
singular.

“Men go on a tear in pants and it isall
right; but when the pants go on a tear it
is all wrong.”"—Union Printer.

Ax Hosest QUAKER.—A sheriff was
once asked to execute = writ against a
Quaker. On arriving at his house he saw
the s wife, who, in reply to the in-
quiry whether her husband was at home,
said he was, at the same time, requesting
him to be seated and her husband would
speedily see him. The officer waited pa-
tiently for some time, when the fair Quak-
eress coming into the room, he reminded
her of her promise that he might see her
husband. ‘Nay, friend, I promised that he
would see thee. He has seen thee. He
did not like thy looks. Therefore, he
avoided thee and hath departed from the
kouse by another path."—Post- Dispatch.
83" Proverbs are the literature of reason
or the statements of absolute truth without
qualification. Like the sacred books of
each natiog, they sre the sanctuary of its
W—Ma

pantry for pants; you might be mistaken. | is

admitted be-
m s a 3 ph utical
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; At the
WORLD’S FAIR.
2009000000,

ARE YOU ?
Intersted in Low Prices

IF YOU ARE looking for asafe
and reliable place to trade, we wish to in-
form you that all our departments are re-
plete with the newest novelties, embracing
the best of bargains; and

For

Furniture,
Stoves,

Fall and Winter
Dry Goods,
Boots and Shoes,
Underwear,
Notions, &c.,

go to

W.A. Loker’s,
Leonardtown.
Pricés Lower Than Ever Before,

We are the Safe
ul:r for HORNER'S Famous- Yellow- La-
Genuine Oil Grain Shoes for men,
a:zl and misses. We make a specialty of
line. Try them.

Houwuse with low

We are

selling ns in Kanawah
Pumpsand Leibrandt -

ves and fixtures,

: Three gentlemanly clerks to wait ®
. upon you, who will convince you :
. thatis to your advantage to buy of

WM. A. LOKER.
Dec 1—tf] LEONARDTOWN.

HENDERSON, LAWS & C0.

25 E. PRATT ST.,

Baltimore. Md.

Manufacturers of CAKES, CRACKERS
and CANDIES by steam.

I beg leave to inform my friends and pa-
trons that I ha associated

ve permanent]
myself with the above firm nm{ respectful-
rtronn‘o.

ly ask for a share of your
'l!nnkingyon for past favors, I am yours

v rtfull
. “W. B. TENNISON.
Yo
Everybody
ought tosee at  ““DONANHOE’S
least one copy of MAGAIZNE”

the great popular Catholic publication, that

iy % e .
$2.00 A Year.
—_— ——
tatives wanted in city,
m'ilhge. We wntmu nn’d
ntlemen, who can give satisfactory re-
z“snd we will pay well for their
services. d

Address,
o‘SlIJwBSCF{IE’I'ION’ DEP'T.,
93—t~ "

Nov 28,

attention given to horseshoeing.
found at my shop and
my line at shortest no-
as can be done in the
cash. 'nnn:fkni for
respectfull % continu-
{l‘n aU—fy

ance.
o
on Patuxent River (late

) of 129 acresi, contain-
. full bearing fruit trees.
m l.“. t'o hn.- h.m

1

Please announce Mr. MorcaN RaLmy
asa for the next House of Dele-

Cliffs, | Jurr J.
didate for the

larly from
g:;ﬁanv

SALESMEN WANTED !

PEACH, PEAR,

All First Clas .

Established 50 Years.

810 ACRES; BATIMORE COUNTY

APPLE, CHERRY,

TREES!

MALL FRUITS, GRAFPE VINES, EVERGREENS, HEDGPLAN

Write for prices and estima ee,

WX CORSE & SONS,

SECOND STREET, OPPOSITE POST OFFICE, P. O. Box 408 Balto., Md
S Persons desiring to visit nurseries will please’ call atour office and we
send them free of charge. Write for prices and catalogues.

M‘—'

Sash, Biinds,

ESTIMATES MAILED FREE.

Frames;

No 119 North Union Street,

Don’t Buy Anything In The

BUILDING LINE

UNTIL YOU GET OUR ESTIMATE ON YOUR

Mouildings, Brackets,

Doors, Lumber, Mantels, &c.

Our inducements are :—BEST MATERIAL LOWEST PRICES.

SMOOT & CO.,

“ﬂ'l‘ﬂ an elegant new Hearge arda

fullistockfof ‘?‘gﬂln. and c”k-
ts I am prep: to serve funerals at
e shortest notice and upon the most rea-
sonsble

In connection witk: this I'designate espe-
cial attention to my ’l.ck.mlth and
epartments.

Whelwr ight
All uickly and nestly at-
u' oy q y an y
A. C. WELCH

Chaptico, Md.
| PINE DIANONDS,
‘ WATCHES,
JEWELRY,

SOLID SILVER AND PLATED WARE,
Wedding and Birthday Presents.
CHARLES A. ROUSH,

8 West Lexington St., NEAR LiBERTY
Oct311--1y° BALTIMORE. ¥

FOR SALE.

A farm of 431-2 acres, 36 arable and the
balance in timber, situate near Oakley, 7th
district, on Canoe Creek. A new dwelling
in good order. Convenient to churches,

June 1—y$

i
FoY %

Messrs Editors you will please announce
ReapMoxp, Jr., I::d suitable can-

will receive the undivided l.ppon-’ “t:f“ll’::
Democrats t the county and
Sixth, Eighth and Sec-

PO S Sopnd

March 23, 94—p

TOBACCO. " FLOUR.
W M. V. WATERS

WITH

J-  KENT & CO.

Commission Merchants,
306 South Charles Street,
BALTIMORE, MD.
GRAIN. PRODUCE,

Dec 5—t1]

UNDERTAKING

Messrs. H. B. Cawood and L
have dissolved eo—:naa:hl“ p‘;L %rwgz
WOOD will continue the business at
Chaptico
and wili furnish .

CAsms that are elsewhese sold

for $50 and $75 at §30.

Proportionsiel e COFFINS
H. B. CAWOOD
Chaptico.

Fet2, 93—y Ma,

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS.

Until further notice for purpose
neeinving taxes I will be “tln \;
Jarboesville, the 1st Monday of each

month.
St. Inigo’s, the first Tuesday of
.each month.
Valley Lee, the 1st Saturdsy of
each month.
&9~ All who ure wlvbwk taxes to

me must settle at once. W. CECIL,,
Dec 22 92—tf —

Alexandria. Va

Saint Mary's Beacon,

Don’t give the latest foreign news.

1tdoes not claim to circulate all over the

earth, but it does give all the

St. Mary’s News.

and wherover there is a St
there you will find

St. Mary’s Beacon

Mary's famil
the y

If you want St. Mary’s news,

Take the Beacon.

If you want to reach St. Mary’s farme: |
- ary T8, ¢

In The' Beacon.

Published every Thursds
y morning at
Leonardtown at

$1.00 PER: 7EAR IN ADVANCE.

Democratic in Politics,

TERMS OF ADVERTISING.

for the first insertion, and 50 cta.

for every subsequent insertion. Obitua-

ir’l.el. church festivals, etc., over ten lines
length will be charged at the rate of 25
ts uare. A

S oy liberal deduction
made to those who advertise by the year.

Allrcommunication accom
by the real nn: ;‘:h‘eb:nmor omu

atteation will be paid them.
JOB PRINTING

Done with neatnes and despatch.

.0 VATES aod 1.V, KNG, Pubishers,




