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NEW WINDOW FRAMES, 8x10,

be ready to buy,

for cash.

at 75 cents each.
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——AT PRICES ALL RIGHT NOW BY—

FRANK LIBBY & TOMPANY,
6 & Now York Avenue, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C.
New flooring; all 1 width,1.25 per 100 sq feet
c Siding, inch thick,1.50,100sq ”

“siréady painted, $1 each.
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WAS IT JUSTIFIABLE ?

| “ls Jack Tunnicliffe going with
|yon tomorrow, Tom ?’ said my
|wife to me. “I wish you would
take some one else.”

|  “Why, Norsh ?”’ | asked.

! ¢“He’s been stranger than everin
his msanner since his wife died, I
hear; in fact, I’ve been told by

‘quite insane at times.

‘-cu than one person that e

' be wondered at if he is, poor fellow.

| I don’t know a sadder case. He’d

NEW 6 inch CLAPBOARDING st $1.20 per 100 feet. | only been married a week. Such s
New 6x20 Best perfect shingles 5.75aloo0.

If you hear of LOW LUMBER prices and- prices on ‘‘ready-to- | confess, Tom, I wish Jack was not
ase’” Mill Work, write to us and always find us LOWER.
best assorted gudu of all kinds and so correct and invariably lower too |
in price than elsewhere thai your inspection only is sufficient, and yod™N |
We load cArs and to BoaTs FREE. Call and spend |
the day with us at our expense when you buy lamber. Discounts too,

FRANK LIBBY & CO.,
6th & N. Y. Ave. Washington. D. C. ‘;::';:.:';:‘:::,,. A Pehoee + 8

| horrible dewuth, too! It’s enough
to turn & man’s brain, and I must

lgomz with you.”’

‘““Nonsense, Norah ! People al-
ways exaggerate and make the worst
'ol things, as you know. Ifaman’s
at ull original or eccentric it’s at
once agsumed that he’s non compos.
Of course, Joe is low-spirited and

and perhaps a bit

broodmg over his terrible loss ?
He wants some exciting occupation

| Joux M. Paax, Cashier. | to take his thoughte from bis tron-

| ble. He’s as fond of ballooning as
{1 am, and a trip will do him all the
igood in the world.”
'The above conversation between
my wife aud myself took place on

Tobacco’ Grain’ Wool l the evening before the day which I

had fixed for a balloon ascent. I
l had conceived a liking for it on my
1 very first ascent. This liking had

| become a ‘‘craze,”” for the novel
| experience and strange sensation of
'uilmg over houses and trees and
| of soaring into the clouds had a pe-
culiar fascination for me.

Recently I had tried to combine
utility with pleasure, and had made
some ascents solely for scientific
purposes. I had found a kindred
spirit in young Tunnicliffe and we
had had many delightful and sue-
cessful trips together. Owing to

» F'ruit and all| the untimely death of my friend’s

wife our aerial expeditions had been
suspended for awhile. As several
weeks had elapsed since that sad
event, I felt anxioud to resume these
expeditions, and as Tunnicliffe had
expressed his willingness to accom-
pany me, a day had been fixed for
our next trip. It was wheun I was
talking to my wife about this self-
same trip that she expressed her re-
gret that Jack Tunnicliffe was go-
ing with me.

I bad not much difficulty, how-
ever, in overcoming her objections
and allaying her fears.

Accordingly, next day, at the ap-
pointed time, everything being in
readiness, we started on our aeros-
tatic journey. Tanbnicliffe, contra-
ry to his usual demeanor, seemed a
trifle excited, but this caused me
no spprehension. His interest had
apparently been awakened, and it
was only natural that he should be
animated on such an occasion.
The balloon was set at liberty as
soon as we had taken our seats, and
the machine rose beautifully. There
was a gentle breeze, which bore us
slightly sonthward. We rose slow-
ly at first, and so had plenty of time
to gaze on the vast and extending
panorama below us.

Presently we entered & huge bank
or mountain of cloud of the kind
called cumulus and were surround-
ed by chilliing mist, which induced
us to put on the wraps we had
brought. When we emerged from
the cloud a scene of fairly-like beau-
ty suddenly burst upon us. We
were in a kind of basin, sarround-
ed by mountaing of cloud of the
most fantastic shapes, of enormous
size, and of dazzling brightness.
Now and then, as we rose, we canght
sight, also, of wond<rous ravines of
carions shape and great depth.
These  mountains of clouds, with
their silvery and golden sides, their
dark shadows, their varied tints
and summits of dszzling bright-
ness, presented to our wondering
Raze s scene of surpassing beauty
and grandeaur.

This sublime spectacle evoked
my highest admiration, while the
silence and vastness of space in-
spired me with awe. I drank in
these exquisite and varied delights
with such absorbing interest that I
had scarcely looked at or spoken to
my companion since we had started.

| more cautious !

Bat an ‘
diverted my attent
ing at him, [ was
Mlulmltilll
cited.
uwmbi‘.
“Isn’t it g
““1 wonder if hes
beantiful ? Ho
be if we

much by his -excit-
ed manner and look-

too much of such things. You
have been brooding éver your loss
more than is good for you. Will
’0!-—-"

‘““At any rate,” ¢
ly, “it’s worth try 80 here
goes,” and seizing one of the sand-
bage he threw itover. The lighted
balloon at once bon’ to rise more
quickly.

“What are you di sing, Jack ?"’
I shouted. “For ven’s sake,
keep calm. We are a good height
already. We shan’t be able to
breathe if we go much higher. It’s
getting uncomfortable as it is.”’

‘‘Shan’t we ? We shall see about
that. I’m going to \fry, anyhow.
Besides, I don’t care if we can’t
breathe I want to see my Ada.
That’s all I care about.”

I began to fear the worst. Was
he going mad ? Were the reports
my wife had heard literally true
and not exaggerated, sfter all ?
What a fool I had been not to be
Whether he was
mad or not he was in & dangerous
mood, and my mﬁo’mur from
pleasant. To oppose him would
evidently aggravate hi
matters worse. To ki
e P
“You say you want to see Ada. |
can tell you of & better and surer
way of going to her than this. If
you will listen to me—(here I in-
volantarily moved my hand toward
the valve cord)—if you mll listen
to me | ——"’

‘“None of your bhmoy, man ! I
am not to be wheedledso. I’m too
old a bird for that. Luvo the cord
alone, can’t you? I am not going
down again today. I'm going to
see what’s up there, and don’t you
try to stop me,” and he glared
fiercely at me.

I was almost frantic. Knowing,
however, that in & few minutes I
should be anconscious and that
then all would be over with me, I
nerved myself for one last effort.

As I rose from my seat my eyes
fell on the grapmel. Fortunately
it was on my side of the car. A
sudden idea struck me ; here was a
weaporr to haud. It was an awful
thought—-it womld be a terrible
deed. Bat there was noalternative,
no time for delay. My senses were
going. - I stretched out my hand,
but the madman, who never took
his eyes o!l' me, had detected my
purpose. * With & sudden move-
ment he darted forward and seized
the grapnel, but in his eagerness to
forestall me he had precipitated
himseltf so faf ovér the side of the
car he almost lost his balance. He
made a desperate effort to recover
himeelf, but, seized with a sudden
and irresistible impulse, I pushed
him over, and with a horrible yell
—which rings in my ears whenever
I recall the occarrence—the mad-
man disappeared from my sight.

Almost mad myself—I am not
sure that I was not quite so just
then—I climbed into the ring to
reach the valve line. But my hands
were so stiff and namb with cold
that I could not grasp the cord.
By a kind of inspiration which
seemed providential I seized the
cord with my teeth, and after two
or three tugs the valve opened with
a loud clang and thq balloon begsn
to descend. Thank heaven : I was
saved! My hands being useless,
1 was obliged to throw up my arms
and drop into the car, where I lay
motionless and unconscious for a
while.

My swoon could not have lasted
more than a few seconds, for when
I recovered the barometer showed
that I was still in a high attitude,
although the balloon was descend-

. e, vement-
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rubbed and beat my
circulation was re-

* mtm., Ihn

‘in surropnded by.cmdo!poo-

plo. Some were bending over me
and seemed to be questioning me,
bat I couldn’t make out what they
said. I felt an swful pain in my
head and remember nothing more
until I found myself in bed in a
dark room and my wife bending
over me. This was several days
afterward, and I learned then that
I had been brought home in a de-
lirions state and had bad brain
fever.

When I recovered my friends
congratulated me and tried to per-
suade me that, as my homicidal act
was done in self-defenss, it was
justifiable. I hope it was, bat I
can never recall it without misgiv-
ing and horror, and I have never
made a balloon ascent since.—7'it-
Bits.
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The Transportation of Cattle.
(Correspondence of the Beacon.)

The problem of the proper transportdtion of
cattle is, like many other questions connected
with the treatment of dumb animals,
ally a modern question. 1a times when each
country must feed its own, and the only way
of getting cattle or sheep or horsee from one
place to anotber was to drive them in herds,
under the care of a drover, the problem mln
one way simple. The animals could not travel
more than a certain distance each day without
definite injury, which would probably be vis-
ible to the prospective purchaser when they
arrived a¢ their destination. It was to the in-
terests of the drover, therefore, to be very
careful. .

With the advent of cattle-trains, however,
memmnulwmoﬂln

round the world, if necessary, m less
time than it used to take to cross a State. The
railway takes the Texas steer and lands him
in & space of time which must seem to his be-
wildered brain an eternity, but is really but a
few days. His treatment en route cannot well
be so cruel as to depreciate his ultimate value
in a way which the purchaser can see; more-
over, in such cases the purchaser often buys
on faith, and pays without seeing. So long as
most of the cattle get through all right, if a
few die of neglect, er lack of water, or some
other cause, the seller's reputation is good.
The property interest cannot be relied upon in
this matter of proper treatment of dependents.
It was estimated in the old days of slave-trad-
ing that if half the cargo gotthrough the
dreaded Middle Passage alive there was a prof-
it. The property interest was no safeguard
there. It never protected any creature which
could be ill-treated by a umughtle- or cruel
person with no i di h t. Itis
one of the characteristics of the callous and
cruel man, asa rule, to be short-sighted. He
seldom sees that in the long run, humane treat-
ment is profitable.

In this case the trader and the railway man
do not suffer much even when their treatment
of cattle is absolutely cruel. It is the public
which suffers, and it is the public which must
take the matter in hand. There is a great dif-
ference in the systems of various railroads and
dealers in their treatment of cattle and sheep,
and some are much more humane than others.
But it is not so very long since sheep were
packed like sardines in close cars, without a
drop of water during long journeys, in the hot-
test of weather; and cattle were subjected to
the same treatment.

Such conditions breed fiith and disase; and
diseased meat is not safe for anybody to eat.
It will probably never be possible to ascertain
tre number of deaths which have resulted
from cating impure or diseased meat, and for
every death from this cause there are many
riotun-ot dlnue Sometimes the ailment is

and duous, but it is nevertheless
there. Sometime ago t.here was a scare about
trichinae which resulted in many people be-
coming Jews or Mahommadans where pork
was concerned, but much of the beef which
comes from cattle-trains where the anima's
are packed together in fiith, discomfort and
thirst is not a bit more it for human consump-
tion than the measly pork. In these days no
man can tell where his butcher gets the meat
which is confidingly bought and eaten by his
customers. It may be good, or it may not. It
is time that the treatment of catile, on trains
of transportation and in sheds, during the time
before they are killed, should be regulated by
law, and that evervome concerned in their
transportation and care should be required to
see that they are in conditions as nearly healith-
ful as the dificulties of the case allow. 8.

A Minister's Good Work.

“I had a severe attack of bilious colie,
got a bottle of Chamberlain’s Colic, Chol-
era and Dirarhoea Remedy, took two
doses and was entirely cured,” says Rev.
A. A. Power, of Emporia, Kan. “My
neighbor across the street was sick for
over a week, had two or three bottles of
medicine from the doctor. He used
them for three or four days without re-
lief, then called in another doctor who
treated him for some days and gave him
no relief, so discharged him. I went
over to see him the next morning. He
said his bowels were in a terrible fix,
that they had been running off so long
that it was almost bloody flux. [ asked
him if he had tried Chamberlain’s Colic,

said, ‘No." I went home and brought
him my bottle and gave him one dose ;

told him to take ancther dose in fifteen
or twenty minutes if he did not find re-

lief, but he teok no more and was en-
unlyeu'od Im-klxutbeben-ed
icine I have ever tried.” For sale by
Greeawell & Drury, Leonardtown.

Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy and he |

Questions in History.

‘Paw,” said little Tommy Next-
noor to his dad the other evening
after dinner, when his father was
well into the study of the batiing
averages of the local nine, ‘can yon
tell me the names of the first six
Saxon kings of England? And
the most important bsttles each of
them fought ?’

_Mr. Nextdoor dropped the even:
ing paper into his lap and looked
the 14-year-old over critically.

‘No,” he said to himself, ‘1 can-
not for $1,000,000, any more than
1 could beat my Chink lsundryman
playing fan-tan or cooking dope
pills.’

‘Er—who wants to know that,
Tommy,” he inquired aloud.

‘It’s part of the ’zamination,’
replied Tommy.

‘0, it is ?’ said his dad, picking
up his paper. ‘Well, it wouldn’t
be fair for me to tell you, then.
Just ran oyer that history book
some more and you’ll find out.’

Tommy was silent for a while,
doring which Mr. Nextdoor was
shaking his head sadly behind the
paper over the unaccountably poer
batting averages of a couple of his
favorites on the Washington nine.
Thea Tommy - broke the silence
again.

‘Paw,” he inqaired, scratching
his head, ‘what was the name of
the great Norman King of England
who was the son of Swegen, and
what year did William the Con-
querer win the battle of Seniac,
and who was the greatest ecclesias-
tical statesman of Kngland after
Dunstan and Anslem, and were
Hengist und Horsa blood kin ?’

Again Mr. Nextdoor permitted
his paper to drop into his lap, while
he stared at his son and heir over
his glasses.

‘Look a-here, boy,” he said to
Tommy, ‘why don’t you study your
lessons right and learn those things
instead of aaking me about ‘em ¥’

‘Ob, 1 know the snswers, ps,’
cheerfully replied Tommy, grin-
ning. ‘I’m ouly asking you the
questions out loud so they’ll stick
in my mind when you reply to.’em
and I won’t forget ’em.’

*‘Oh, that’s it, is it ?’ said Mr,
Nextdoor, agsin picking up his
paper. ‘Well, those are too easy.
It’s only the hard ones that I’ve
got time to answer,” and then he
fixed his eye on the base-hit column,
hoping that some boy out in front
of the house would whistle for
Tommy real soon. There was no
whistle for Tommy, however, and
after auother silence Tommy broke
in again.

‘Paw,” he said, ‘this is not such
a hard one for you, but I found it
hard at first. Describe the course
of the sncient river Eaphrates.”

‘I will not,” replied Mr. Next-
door, with some asperity. ‘What
do you go to school for if not to
learn euch simple things as that ?
Why, I knew the answer to that
when 1 was 8 years old,” and Mr.
Nextdoor breathed a silent prayer
that he would be forgiven for his
sins.

‘Oh, paw,” broke in Tommy,
after an other silence, ‘you’ve been
in the treasury department so long
that you know all about money and
things like that, don’t you ?’

‘Well, jost a few—just a few,’
remarked Mr. Nextdoor compla-
cently, for he felt that at last the
youngster had landed on territory
with which he was familiar. ‘What
do you want to find oat >’

‘Ob, it’s just a little mental
arithmetic question,
said Tommy.

‘Well, shoot it out, son,” put in

safe.

“‘What is the interest on $19,457,- |
84 for six years, eight months and |
twenty-seven days, at 6 2.5 per
cent *’ inquired Tommy, fixing bis
dsd with his eye.

Mr. Nextdoor flicked the ah
{ from his cigar savagely.

‘Whoever told you that that was
mental srithmetic ?* he said to the |
boy. ‘Any teacher that tells yon

t.b.t kind of thing is mental arith- !

‘ metic is crazy. Don’t you believe |
|it. That’s a problem in interest |

ithat it would take Secretary Gage !

that’s all,’ |

Mr. Nextdoor, feeling measurably

himself about an hour to work oat.’

‘Well, then, paw,’ said Tommy,
not to be downed, ‘here’s another
one of those Treasury things. What
was the national debt of the United
States in 1859, just before the ont-
break of the Civil War *’

‘D’ye want that in round num-
bers ?’ asked Tommy’s dad desper-
ately.

‘Yes,” said Tommy,

‘Well, I'l tell you to-morrow
evening, after I've had a chance to
think it over and make a fow men-
tal calculations,’ replied Mr. Next-
door, figuring on getting hold of
the information at the department
on the following day.

Then Mr. Nextdoor pretended
that he heard a stray dog running
over the flower garden in the front
yard, and rushed out, saying to
Tommy as he went out the front
door, *‘Run upstairs and ask your
mother a few.’

Which Tommy did, to his moth-
er's intense misery and mortifica-
tion, for about three-quarters of
an hoar.

‘It’s too bad that boy of ours
isn’t about five years older,” said
Mr. Nextdoor to Mrs. Nextdoor
when they had retired that night.

‘Why ?” echoed Mr. Nextdoor.
‘Just look at the examination he’d
be able to pass for a $480 billet in
the seed’ division, or even for a
$720 job as a computer in the Cen-
sus Office.’—Washington Star.
PECULIARITIES OF AUSTRALIA.
—There is no countinent which has
80 much dry land ss Australia. [t
is a great dry heart, with & fow
patches of green abou® the edges.
On the east side facing the Pacific
is a long range of mountasins, rough-
ly speaking running north and
south, and the most of the good
land lies between those and the 8¢
West of the mountains vast pla-
teaus begin and extend on sand on,
spotted here and there by low rocky
ranges for more than 2,000 miles.
The land falls slightly as it goes
toward the west, but at the end it
is still 1,000 feet high. It is 2,000
feet high at the east, and in the
Australian Alps or the Eastern
rangeit rises to more than 7,000 feet.
There is a general slope toward the
south in some places 8o great that
the continent falls to the level of
the sea, but in others it keeps an
altitude of 500 and 600 feet, end-
ing in cliffs at that height, which
line the Australian Blgbt for han-
dreds of miles.

If you have a baby in the house you
will know the best way to check any
unusual looseness of thg bowels, or diar-
rhoea so common to small children. 0©.
P. M. Holliday, of Deming, Ind., who
has an eleven months’ old child, says :
“Through the months of June and July
aur baby was teething and took a run-
ning off of the bowels and sickness of
the stomach. His bowels wonld move
from five to cight timesa day. Ihad a
bottle of Chumberlain’s Colic, Cholera
and Diarrhoea Remedy in the house and
gave him four drops in a teaspoonful of
water and he got better at once.” For
sale by Greenwell & Drury, Leonard-
town.

- eee
PH1LOSOPHY IN PARAGRAPH.—
Force is no argument.

It ia better to cry tomorrow._ if
you must; but laugh today.

It is & great misfortune iu nature
for a womar to want a confidant.

What some men call success, oth-
ers call death. Death of love, death
of hope, death of manhood, desth
of soul.

A baby does not shed tears until
it is 3monthsold, Uptothattime
|it just yells on general principles.
Many sensaiions are attribated
| to the heart which have no connec-
tion with it.

The man who marries s widow
| often finds himself the saccessor of
| the idesl hostand.

Salfishness is many times a wo-
l | man’s best safeguard, bat one which
' | she is usually born without.

. el @) e

The laws of health require that the
bowela move once each day and one
of the penalties for violating this law is
piles. Keep your bowels regular by tak-
|ing a dose of Chamberlain’s Stomach
i and Liver Tablets when necessary and
you will never have that severe punish-
ment inflicted upon you. Price, 25 cts.
For sale by Greenwell & Drury, Leon-
ardtown, Md.
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