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With such attractions for old and
young it will readily be believed
thas the Rose Croft was a favorite
resort of the inhabitants of 8¢,
Mary's. The maidens gathered
around Blanché as a May-day queen;
the matrons possessed in Mistress
Alios a discreet and kind [riend,
and the more sedate part of the
population found an agreeable host
in.the. worthy official himself.

“Thé Tamifly of "the Lord Propvie-
tary sustained the most intimate
relations with this household, It

| is $rue that Lady Baltimore, being

feeble in health abd stricken with
grief at the loat of her son, which
yotwhung: with scareply abated
poigoancy upon her mind, was sel-
WOK U perimas
p’s sistér, the Lady
Maria —as she was entitled in the
province—~—was a frequent and ever
most weleome guest. Whether this
good.lady had the advantage of the
Proprietery in years, would be an
impertinent as well as an unprofi-
table inquiry. since no chronicler
within my reach has thought fit to
instruct the* world on this point;
and, if it were determined, the fact

¢ could neither heighten nor diminish

the sober lustre of her virtues,
Suffice it that she was a stirring,
tidy, listle woman, who moved abous

86| with indefatigadle zeal in the mani-

fold duties which her large partici-
pation in the affairs of the town exac-
ted of ber—the Lady Bountiful of
the Provinee who visited the sick,
fed the hungry, and clothed the
oaked. In the early morniog she
sripped through the dew, with scru-
pulous regularity, to mass; gener-
ally superintended the decorations
of the chapel in preparation for the
festivals; gossipped with the neigh-
bors after service, and, in short,
kept ber hands full of business,
Her interest in the comfort and
welfare of the towpspeople grew
L partly ous of her semperament, and
partly ous of a feud pride that re-
garded them as the liegemen of her
brother the shief—a relation which
she considered as creating an obli-
gation 0 extend to them her coun-
tensnce upon all proper occasions:
and, sooth to sav, that countenance
was not perhaps the most comely in
the province, being gomewhat sal-
low, bust it wasas full of benevolence
a8 becamie 80 exemplary a spirit.
She watched peculiarly what might
bo oslled the under-growth, and wes
very successful in worming hergelf
into the -schemes and plans of the

| young people. Her entertainments

st the mansion were frequent, and
0o less acceptable to the gayer por-
tion of the 'inhabitants than they
were to her brother. On thege oc-
casions she held & litsle court/ over
which she jed with an amiable
desposism, sud Pylly maintained the
state of the'Iord Proprietary. By
these means the Lady Maria had at-

tained to an over-shadowing popu-
larity in the town.

Blaoche Warden bad, from io-
faney, engaged heér deepest soli-
citude; and as she took to her-
self no small share of the merit of
thas purture by which ber favorite
bad grown in secpmplishment, she
fols, in the maidenis praises which

h the pro-
delight.

New patterns of embroidery, m;uio
brought by the lass ship from homo,
some invitation of friendship or let-

daily intercourse between the pa-
troness and the ma!den'of the Rose
Croft; and vot unfrequently the ven-
erable spinster bersalf—attended by
a 'amiliar in the shape of a little In-
dian girl, Natta, the daughter of
Pamesack, arrayed in the trinketry
of her tribe—alighted from an am-

{ | bling pony at the Oellector’s door,

with a face full of the importance of
business. Perchance, there might

contemplation, and theén the lady
Maria united in consultation with

. | sister Alice concerning the details

of the matter,” and it was debated,
with the deliberation due to so in-
teresting a subject, whether Blanche
should wear her black or her crim:

was | 8on velvet bodice, her sarsnet or

her satin, and such other weighty
matters as have not yet lost their
claims to thoughttul consideration
on similar emergencies.

In the frequent intercharge of the
offices of good neighborhood between
the families of.the Proprietary and
of the Qollector, it could scarce fall
out that the Secretary should not be
a large participator, The shyness
of the student and the habitual self-
restrpint taught him in the seminary
of Antwerp, in some degree screen-
ed from common observation the ar-
dent character of Albert Verheyden.
The deferential relation which he
held to his patron shrew into his
demeanor & reserve expressive of
bumility rather thau of diffidence;
but under this there breuthed a tem-
perament deeply poetical, and a
longing for enterprise, that all the
discipline of bis school and the con-
straint of bis position could searce
suppress. He was now at that time
of life when the imagination is prone
to dally with illusions; when youth,
not yet yoked, to the harness
of the world’s busiuess, turns
its spirit forth to seek adven.
ture in the domain of fancy, He
was thus far a dreamer; and dream-
ed of gorgeous scenes and bold ex-

g fort .. He b
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tiful, and his fancy bung it with
richer garlauds and charmed him
lato & worshipper. A mute wor.
shipper he was, of the Rose of 8.
Mary's, from the first moment that
he gazed upon her. That outward
form of Blanche Warden, and the
motion and impulses of that spirit,
might notoften hauntthe Secretary’s
dream without leaving behind an
image that should live for ever in
his heart, To him the thought was
enghantment, that in this remote
wild, far away from the world's
knowledge, a flower of such sur.
passing loveliness should drink the
glorious light in solitude—for so he,
schooled in populous cities, deemed
of this sequestered province—and
with this thought came breathings
of poetry which wrought a trans-
figuration of the young votary and
lifted him out of the sphere of this
“working-day world.”’ Day after
day, week after week, and month
after month, the Secretary watched
the footsteps of the beautiful girl;
but still it was silenf, unpresuming
adoration, It entered not into his
mind to call it love; it was the very
humbleness of devotion.

Meantime the maiden, unconscious
of her own rare perfections, and in-
nocent of all thought of this secret
homage, found Master Albert much
the most accomplished and gentle
youth she had ever seen. He had,
withont her observing how it be-
came 80, grown to be, in some rela-
tion or other, part and parcel of her
most familiar meditations, His oc-
casious of business with the Collec-
tor brought 8im so often to the Rose
Croft, that 1f they happened not
every day, they were, at least, inci-
dents of such commdn oceurrence
as to be noted by no ceremony—in-
deed, rather to be counted on in the
domestic routine. The Collector
was apt to grow restless if, by any
chance, they were suspended, as it
was through the Secretary’s mission
he received the tidings of the time
as well as the official commands of
the Proprietary; whilst Albert’'s un-
obtrusive maupers, his soft step,
and pretensionless familigrity with
the household put no one out
of the way to give him welcome.
His early rosming ia Summer
sometimes brought bim, a¢ sunrise,
beneath the bank of Rose OCroft,
where he looked with the admira-
tion of an arfist, upon the calm ws
ters of 8¢. Inigo’s Creek, and upon

its further shores. Kot unfrequent-

ly, she fresh aud blooming maiden
had left

her coush as early a4 him- the

ter of counsel, furnished occasion of

be an occasisn of merry-making id

| share of ber happ!

the forest that fiung its shades over

.

self, and tended her plante .before
thedew had left the leaves, and thus |
it chanced that she found him in his
vocation ; and like him, she took
pleasure in gasing on that bri~*
scene, when it was the[ | pawkin®
both to tell each other -
it was, And when, In
rain pattered from the eaves snd
the skies were darlk, Beoretary,
muffled in his oloak, took his way to
the Collector’s mangion and helped
the maiden to beguile the tedious

upon a level with the hedge,” the
two long miles of unbesten track
did not stop his visit, for the Secre-
tary loved the venturs of such a
journey ; and Bisuche often smiled
to see how manfully he endured jt.
and how light he ‘of the snow-
drift which the wind had sometimes
heaped up in billows; behind which
the feather of his bonnes,

be discovered while he.sst

horse. !
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and Albert grew in
¢y, and the mal
ent upon the B

ing aware of if, Ma
an exquisite touch ¢
rich voloe to grace
found many occasic
he had a gallans ¢
back, and she ¢ 1
of a cavalier: be
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Blanche followed the bes
ingenuous snd truth
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" The Collectorin 7.9
tercourse was sound ‘siéep, Hi

wise head was taken' up with ‘the
concerns of the provinge, big astate,
and the discussion of opinions- that/|
had little affinity to the topics 1ikely
to interest the editations of s young
maiden, He was not apt to see a
love-affair, even if it lay, likes fallen.
tree, across his path, much less to
hunt i out when it lurked like a
bird amongst the flowers that grew
in the shady coverts by the wayside.
The astuteness of the Lady Maris,
bowsayer, was not so much at fauls,
and she soon discovered;, whas
neither Blanche nor. Albert bad
sufficiently studied to make them
aware of their own ocategory. Bus
the Secretary was in favor with the
Tady Maria, and soshe keps her own
counsel, as well as & good-natured
watoh upon the progress ol events,’

To Be Continued.
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How Love Is Lost.

Love is lost by thoughtlessness,
by inconsideration, and by selfish-
ness more than any other way.

Because one loves you is that any
redson you should be inconsiderate
of them?

There is a false idea sfloss in the
stream of life, that when people love
us we can be rude to.shem, they will
forgive every lack of courtesy.

This is absolutely untrue,

The closer two people are united
by the bond of love, the more necs-
sary it is for shem $0 observe every
law of politeness. p)

Love isn’t so very difficuls to gain,
but it's mighty diffiouls to keep.

You can better afford to be rudeto
everyone else in the world shan to
those who love you.

Love is a flower tha$ needs con-
stant attention, and the very minute
it is neglected, loft too Jong in the
g'aring and the unselfishness that
goes to make selfishness, it dies,

And love is neyer resurrected.

Give those you love words of affec-
tion, the looks that tell them so much

make love and withous. which it is &
wiserable imitasion.

Because they love you shall they
be the last to be thought of?

back, making you betéer, richer and
bappier, snd your life reslly worth
living,~New York Register.

bappiness,’’ quoted the Wise Guy.
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time. Even “when the snow lay |
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and the unselfishness that goes to| -

And this love seut ous will' come | |

2 "Wealth doesn’s bring ftrue _

10__.«ike  Played.
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Fidelity

A Rainbow Deploted Wrong 8ide Out
and Moens In Pesltions and Foims '
That Cueald Not Oveur — Amusing
Anachrenisms by Old Time Artists.

That artiets, ke authors, should
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