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CHAPTER XV.
Friend to the sea, and foeman sworn
To all that on her waves are borne,
When falls a mate In battle broil
Ills comrade heirs his portioned spoil—
Chalice and plate from ohurohee borne.
And gems from shrieking beauty torn,
Kach string of pearl, each allver bar,
And all the wealth of western war.

Rokrhy.

As (he skipper strode towards
Httn town, his dogged air and!
lowering brow evinced the dis-
quiet of his spirit at what bad
just occurred. He was nettled by
the maiden ’s rejection of his proffer-
ed gift, and a still deeper feeling of
resentment agitated bis mind against
the Secretary. Far other, man was
be than be was deemed by the
burghers of St. Mary’s. In truth,
they knew but little more of him
than migbtbegained from bis few oc-
casional visits to the port in a call-
ing which, as it brought him a fair
harvest of profit, bid him under a
necessity to cultivate, fflr the nonce,
(be good opinion of bis customers
by such add ress as he was master of.

Oucklescrafl belonged tothat tribe
of desperate men, until near this
period In the full career of their
bloody successes, known as “The
Brethen of the Coast.” His first
breath was drawn upon the billows
of the ocean, and bis infancy was
nursed in the haunts of the buc-
caneers, amongst the Keys of the
Bahamas. When but a lad, attend-
ing upon these wildbands In their ex-
peditions against the c utunerue of
the Gulf, he chanced to attract the
notice of the famous Captain Mor-
gan, whilst that most rapacious of
all the pirate leaders whs preparing,
at Jamaica, for bis incursion against
Maracaibo. The freebooter was

. charmed with the precocious relish
for rapine conspbuouain thecbarac-

( ter of the boy; and, with an affec-
tionate interest, took him under his
tutelage, assigning to him a post
near bis person, rather of pageantry
than service—that of a page or arm-
or-bearer, according to the yet Uo-

. geriog forms ol chivalry. The In-
credible bravery of the buccaneers
n this exploit, and their destestable

cruelties were witnessed by this
callow imp of the sea, with a delight

, and a shrewdness of apprehension
which gave to bis youthful nature

t the full benefit of the lesson. He
, was scarce two years older when,

in the due succession of bis hopeful
experience, he again attended bis

1 patron upon that unmatched adven-
ture of plunder and outrage, the

’ i of Panama; and it was re-
marked that amidst the perils of the

I cruise upon the Costa Rica, the tolls
of the inland march over moor and

1 mountain, and the desperate hazards
. of the storming of the city, the page,

graceful and active as the minion of

f a lady's bower, and fierce as a young
sea-wolf, was seen every where, like
an elfish sprite, tracking the foot-
steps of his ruthless master. The
history of human wickedness has
not a more appalling chapter than
that which records the fate of the
wretched inhabitants of Panama in
this assault; and yet, in the midst
of its shocking enormities, the gay
and tasseied familiar of the ruffian
pirate chief tripped daintly through
the carnage, with the light step of a
reveller, and pursued the flying

' virginsand affrighted matrons, from
bouse to bouse, as the flames en-
veloped their roof trees, with (be
mockery and praokiabness of an ac-
tor in a masquerade, Thte expedi-
tion terminated not without adding
another item to the experience of
the young freebooter—the only one,
perhaps, yeti wanting to bis perfect
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leave Baltimore, pier 8, Light street
wharf, weather permitting, at S p. m.,
every Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day, for the following River Landings,
Alexandria and Washington.

Baltimore, 5 p m , Miller’s, Broms’s,'
Porto Bello, Urason’s, Coan, 5 a. m.,
Bnndick's. Lakes, Walnnt Point, Cow-
arts, lewisetta, Kinsale, Lodge, Mundy
Point, .Cintra, Plney Point, 10 a. m,,
leonardtown, 12 noon, Abells, Cobrums,
Stone's, Bushwood, Lancaster's, 4p. in.,
Riverside, Liverpool Point, Olymont,
Alexandria.and Washington.

•Stops only on Signal.

leave Washington, Seventh St. Wbari,
(weather permitting,) 4 p. m., every
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday for
the following River Landings and Balti.
mors:

Washington, Alexandria, 445 p. m.,
Olymont, Liverpool Point, Riverside,
Bushwood, Lancaster, Cobrums, Stones,
leonardtown, 0 a. Abell’s, Piney
Point, •Cintra, Lodge, 10 a.m., Mujfdy
Point, Kinsale. 19 noon,Conn, Bnndick’s,
Lakes, Walnut Point, Cowart’s, Lewis-
etta. Miller's, 4 p. m , Qroson’s. 5 p. in.,
Bronte's, Porto Bello, (ip m.,Baltimore.

•Stops only on Signal.
Arriving in Baltimore Tuesday, Tburs*

day, and Saturday Mornings,
freight received daily in Baltimore

on sailing days until 4.00 r. m.
This time-Tabie shows at times which

steamers may be ex|iected to arrive at
and depart from the several wharves,
but their arrivals or departure at the
times stated is not guaranteed, nor does
the Company bold Itself responsible tor
any delay or any consequences arising
therefrom.
Willard Thompson, General Manager.

Reardon A, Grimes. Agent,
Telephone 50, Alexandria, Va.

Stephenson A Buo., Agts.
Telephone 745, Washington, D. C.
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happy. It may be mother
or father, sister or brother. It
may be a wife, or it may be a
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that a visit from you will
bear us out mat we have as
fine a selection as can be
found anywhere. Why not
give us a call.

Any article that you may
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delivered when wanted. Ex-
perienced clerks. Polite at-
tention.
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tanoe with inost of the Inhabitants,
I and as his arrival was always aaub-

ject ofagreeable expectation, he was,
by a natural consequence, looked

' upon with a friendly regard. His
i address, gaiety of demeanor, and

fine figure—which last wasstudious-
ly set off to great advantage by a
rich and graceful costume—height-
ened this sentiment of personal fav-
or, and gave him privileges in the
society of the town which, in that
age of scrupulous regard to rank,
would have been denied him if he
had been a constant sojourner. Em-
boldened by this reception he bad
essayed to offer some gallant civili-
ties to the ma}den of the Rose Croft,
which were idstantly repelled, how-
ever, by the most formal coldness-
The skipper Was not so practised
an observer as to perceive in this
repugnance .the actual aversion
which tbs-ms|3en felt againt bis ad-
vances to acquaintance; and he was
content to account it a merely girl-
ish reserve srhlch importunity and
assiduous devotion might overcome.
His vanity suggested the resolve to
conquer the damsel's indifference;
and as that tiibught grew upon bis
fancy, it by degrees, ripened into
a settled purpose, which In the end
completely hn§rossed his mind. As
be brooded over the subject, and
permitted bis Imagination to linger
around that form of beauty and love-
liness, —cherished, as it was, during
the long weeks of his lonely track-
ing of the see, and in the solitary
muslngs and alleotnlght-watobes of i
bis deck,—a romantic ardor was
kindled in hie breast, and ho hasten-
ed back to the port of St. Mary’s,
strangely wrought upon by new Ira i
pulses, whlolMoemed to have bum- i
anlzed and meflowed even his rude i
nature: the shrewder observers 1were aware offtooro gentleness in >
hla bearing, thought they found him I
more wayward in his temper; -he iwas prouder of heart, yel with hum-
bler speech, and often more stern i
than before. The awakening of a ¦
now passion had over mastered both <
the ferocity and the levity of his i
character. He was, in truth, the (
undivulged, anxious, and almost i
worshipping lover of Blanche ]
Warden. I
'When such a nature as Ihave des-

orHyra chances to fall into the loving 1
vein, It will be admitted to be a I
somewhat fearful category both for j
the lady and thelover’s rival. Such i
men are not apt %io mince matters in I
the course of twtiy wooing. ,

This was tbctoei&pn who now piled >
his wav towarußwlfport, in solitary V
rumination over two distinct toples I
of private grief, each of a nature to (
rouse the angry devil of bis bosom, t
Ha could not but see that his first
approach towards the favor of bis f
mistress had been promptly rspell- ‘
ed. That alone would have filled <
his mind with bitterness, and given
a harsh complexion to bis thoughts; ]
—but this cause of complaint was t
almost stifled by the more engross- I
Ing sentiment of hostility against t
the Secretary. That bu should have |
been rebuked for bis behavior by a j
man—Bod a man, too, who evident- f
ly stood well with the lady of bis |
love; taken to task and chid in the |
very presenceof bis mistress,—was 1
an offence that called Immediately (
to his manhood and demanded re- i
dress. Such redress was, more to )
bis |iand than the nicer subtilities i
of weigbingibemaiden'sdispleasure |
and be turned to it with a natural (
alacrity, as to a comfort in his ner- (
piexity It is the Instinct of a rude <
nature to refer all cases of wounded j
sensibility to the relief of battle. A |
rejected lover, like a child who has |
lost a toy, finds consolation In bis f
distress by fighting any one that be '
can persuade himrelf has stood in j
bis way.snd be is made happy when
there chances to be some plausible ,
ground for such a proceeding. The ,
skipper thought the subject over In
every aspect which his offended
pride could fancy. At one moment i
the idea of quarrel with the Seore- (
tary pleased him, and almost recon-
ciled him to the maiden's coldness ;

at the next be doubted whether, af-
ter all, she had in fact designed to
repel bis friendship. He vibrated (
between these considerations for a (
space in silence; bis pride quelled :
the expression of bis anger Out
by degrees bis quickened pace and’
sturdier step, and, now and then,
that slight shake of the head by
which men sometimes express de- ,
termination, mode it plain that the
fiery element in hie bosom was rls
ing in tumult. At length, unable (
to suppress bis feeling, the inward ,
commotion found utterance In words, ,

“who and what is this Master
Secretary that has set the maiden of
the Rose Croft to look upon me with
an evil spirit? I would fain know
if be think himself s properer man (
than 1. Does he stand upon bis fin-
gering of a lute, and his skill to
dance? Why even In tbiecbainber-
oraft I will put it to a wager he is
no master of mine. Is he more per-
sonable In shape or figure?—goes ,i
be in better aoparel ? Or, is that
broken English of bis more nstursl
to the province than my plain speech !
that be should claim the right to
chide me for my behavior ? le It
that be has a place in the train of ,
bis Lordship ? Have not 1 served
ss near to a belted knight—lord of a
thousand stout hearts and master of
a fleet of thirty sail ?—ay, and In ,
straits where you should as soon ,
expect to meet a hare as that croch-
et-monger, A bookish clerk with .
no manly calling that should soil bis
ruff in the spoceof a moon ! By Bt.
lego, bat I will pat him to bis books
to learn bow be shall heal the stroke ,
of a choleric hand, when the time ,
shall serve to give bis the taste of
iti Mistress Blanche would not be
importuned—indeed I And ho must

9

acoompishment.— The Welsh Cap-
tain, laden with spoils of untold
value, played false to his comrades,
by stealing off with the lion’s share
of the booty; thus, by a gainful act
of. perfidy, inculcating upon the
eager susceptibility of the page an
imposing moral, of which it may be
supposed he would not be slow to
profit.

Such was the school in which
Cooklescraft received the rudiments
of his education. These harsher
trails of his character, however, it
is but justice to say, were, in some
degree, mitigated by a tolerably
fair amount ofscholastic accomplish-
ment, picked up in the intervals of
hie busy life am ingst the scant
teaching aflhrded bv the islands, of
which ttiu protection and care of bis
patron enabled him to profit. To
this was added no mean skill in
music, d itioing, and the use of bis
weapon; Whilst a certain enthusiasm
of tempdftiment stimulated his cour-
age aud even whetted the fierceness
of bis nature. I

Morgan, having run his career,
| returned to England, a man of
vealtb. and was knighted, by the
monarch, in one of those profligate
revels by which Charles disgraced
his kingly state; the page was, in
consequence, turned adrift upon the
world, as it is usual to say of heroes,
"with no fortune but hie talents, and
no friend but his sword.” Riot
soon exhausted his stock of plunder,
and the prodigal licentiousness of
"The Brethren of the Coast," for-
bade the gathering of|a future hoard.
About this date the European pow-
ers began to deal more resolutely
with the banditti of the islands, and
their trade consequently became
more precarious They wore com-
pelled, In pursuit of new fields for
robbery, to cross the isthmus and
try their fortunes on the coast of
the Pacific—whither Cooklesoraft
followed and reaped his harvest in
the ravage of Peru: but in turn, the
Brethren found themselves tracked
into these rShaoter seas, and our ad-
venturer was fain, with many of his
comrades, to find his way book to
the coves and secret harbors of Tor-
tuga aud the Keys, whence he con
trlved to win a subsistence, by an
occasional stoop upon uoh defence-
less wanderers of the ocean as
chance threw with in his grasp
The Olive Branch was a beautiful
light vessel, which, in one of bis
sea forays, he bad wrested from a
luckless merchant; and thissequisi.
tlon suggested to him the thought
that, with such necessary alterations
as should disguise her figure and
equipment, he might drive a more
secure, and, perchance, more pro
Utable trade between the Atlantic
colonies and the old countries; so,
with a mongrel crew of trusty cut-
throats, carefully selected from the
companions of his former fortunes,
and a secret armament well bestow-
ed for sudden emergency, be set
himself up for an occasional trader
between the Chesapeake and the
coast of Holland. A lucky acquain-
tance w 1 th the Cripple ofBt. J erome's
gave him a useful ally in his voca-
tion as a smuggler; the fisherman’s
but, long believed to be tbehauntof
evil spirits, admirably favored bis
design, and under the management
of Rob, s<x>n became a spot of pecul-
iar desecration in popular report;
and thus, in no long space of time,
the gay. swashing cavalier, master
of the Olive Branch, began to find
good account in hisohangeof charae
ter from the flibustier of the Keys
into that of smuggler and trader of
the Chesapeake. He had now made
several voyages from St. Mary’s to
the various marts of Holland and
England, taking out cargoes of to-
bacco and bringing back such mer-
chandise as was likely to find a
ready sale In the colonies. His ab-
sence from port was often mysteri-
ously prolonged, and on bis return
it not unfrequently happened that
there were found arpongst his cargo
commodities such as might scarce
be conjectured to have been brought
from the ports of Europe,—consist-
ing some times of tropical fruits, in-
gots of gold and silver, and sundry
rich furniture of Indian aspect, bet-
ter fitted for the cabinet of the vir-
tuoso than the trade of a new pro-
vince. Then, also, there were oc-
casionally costly stuffs, and tissues
of exceeding richness, such as cloth
of gold, velvets of Genoa, arras tapes-
try, and even pictures which might
have bung inchurches. Tboseoom-
modifies were invariably landed at
St Jerome’s Bay before the Olive
Branch cast her anchor in the har-
bor of St. Mary’s, and were res hip-
ped on the outward voyage. The
Cripple of St. Jerome's had a few
customers who were privileged at
certain periods to traffic1 with him
in a species of merchandise of which
be was seldom without a supply at
his command —chiefly wines and
strong waters, and coarser house-
hold goods, which were charily ex-
hibited in small parcels at the but,
and when the bargain woe made,
supplied in greater bulk by unseen
hands from secret magazines, con-
cerning which the customer was
not so/ash as even to inquire—for
Rob was a man who, the country
people moat devoutly believed, had
immediate commerce with the Evil
One, and who, it was known, would
use bis dagger before he gave warn-
ing by words. e

The open and lawful dealing of
tbs skipper, in tbs portofSt. Mary’s,
bad brought bin into m. aoqualn-
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be my tutor texteach me what pleats-
atb Mistress Blanche. Hailed—Mh
maiden did notmisilke my question;
she but hung her bead to have it?so
openly spoken. I know she dbea
not set at naught my favors, but.' as
damsels from custom do a too pub-
lic tender of a token. Old Anthony
Warden counts his friends by their
manhood, and he has shown me
grace:—bis daughter in the end will
follow his likings, the fath-
er’s oheloe approves, kt will hers
incline. Am I less worthy it old
Master Warden’s eyes tbajh yonder |
parchment bearer—that pdn-eei-Ynk 1

slave of bis Lordship’s occasions?
—he that durst not raise bis eye
above his fcn-dshlp’s shoe, nor apeak
out of a whisper when hie betters
are in presence ? What is be to piit
me from the following of my own
will when it pleases me to speak to
any maiden of this province ? lam
of the sea —the brood, deep sea I sha
hath nursed mo in her bosom, and
hath given me my birthright to be
as proudly borne as the honors of
any lord of the laud. I have a brave
deok'TOr my fool, a good blade for
my belt, the bountiful ocean before
me and a score of merry men at my
back. Are these conditions so mean
that I must bropk the Secretary’a
displeasure or fashion my speech to
suit hie liking? We shall under-/
stand each other better, In good
time, or I shall lack opportunity to
speak my mindl shall good Mas-
te^Verheyden—you have lh<* word
of a ‘Brother of the Bloody lOoast*
for (bat I” V

Before the skipper had cessed
this petulant and resentful sriftomn-
munion, be found himself in the
neighborhood of the Catholic ohapel
nearly in front of the dwelling of
Father Pierre, when the good priest,
who was at this moment returning
from noon-day service took him at
unawares with the salutation :

“Peace be with you son I You
reckon up the sum of your ventures
with a careful brow, and speak loud
enough to make the town acquainted
with your gains, if perchance soma
of the chapmen with whom you have
dealing should be in your path.—
How fares it with you, Master Skip-
per 7“

“Ha, Mi Padre I” exclaimed Cock
lescraft, instantly throwing asideWl
his graver thoughts and assuming
jocular tone. "Well met; I wtaofl
my way to visit you ; that wuulfl
have done yesterday upon
val, hut that the press of nujfl
ness would not allow it

II
no r

on your hood.”
¦’Men of your calling

Mutter," said the priest smiß
"VVliat nows do you bring us !H|||||||
the old wor id?” iHHH

"Oh, much and merry, Fatfl a.
I’iorre, The old world piles heH
trade and thrives by it.. KnstM
has gut some what of the upper hfl
since they have qullcrossingHVUjfl-
in this now peace of Nlmoguen.
Hogan Morgans are looking
surly at the Frenchman for
Ills beaver so bravely ;
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Old dee,, del it, (fi®
to lose so good a friernßi .SW-;
VON have found it in ¦
is Imre The
the holy ehorehure nursed
wlio seek to t hereby to commaiH
province. Wo have plotters
who do not scruple to oontrnH
against the life of bis Lordship
of bis Lordship's brother the Oban-
cellor. Beside, the government at
home is unfriendly to us.

“Von have late news from Eng-
land ?” inquired the skipper.

“We have, and which, but that
you are true to your creed, I might
scarce mention to your ear —the
royal order has come to my Lord to
dismiss his Catholic servants from
office every one. His Lordship
scruples to obey. This, Master
Skipper, 1 confide to you in private
as not to be to'd again."

“To remove all I” said Oocklee-
craft. "Why it wll) sweep off hla
nearest friends- Anthony Warden
and all,’’

“Even so, i’
"There is fighting matter in that,

upon the spot, 7 ’ exclaimed the skip-

rr. “1 hope it may come up while
am in port ! The Collector, old ae

he is, will buckle on his toledo in
that quarrel. Ha has mettle for it;
and I could wish no better play than
to stand by his side. Who Is this
Secretary at my Lord’s private
chamber ? J met him at the Collec-
tor's to day.”

“Master Albert Verbeyden, 7 ' re-
plied the priest.

“1 know his osme— they told it to
roe there— but his quality and con-
dition, father?"

"You may be proud of his fellow-
ship,’’ said Father Pierre; "he wae
once a scholar of the Jesuit school
at Antwerp, of the olses Inscribed
Princeps Diligentire,’ and brought
thence by my Lord. A youth, Mas-
ter Cocklescraft, of promise and dis-
cretion—s model to such ss would
leern good manners and cherish vtr-

CuutuiueOt n fourth fas*


