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Everybody has some friend

whom they wish to make
happy. It may be mother

or father, sister or brother. It
may be a wife, or it may be a

sweetheart—and often them-
selves.

Our stock. of Jewelry and
Bric-a-Brac is a complete.
Each plece has been carefully
selected and we feel satisfied
that a visit from. you will
bear us out that we have as
fine a selection as can be
foand anywhere. Why  not
give us a call.
~Any article that, you may
sglect will be laid aside and
délivered when wanted. Ex-
perignced clerks. Polite at-
tention:.
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With the lightlog of candles the
's fldd'e were
heard lntbnvmiourhh Summon-
ing the dancers to tlnhnu and here
was opened, according to
porscriptlvo oustom, with the coun-
, | try-dance, which was led of by no
less & personage than the Lady
Maris, attended by the worshipful
Collector himself 88  her partner,
ﬂn couple affording; both in costume
pod movemans, the .Mohnt imagin-
sbel poriraiture of | that “‘ancientry
and state’’ whioh 80 pleased the fan-

¢, mingled with
ded, and the
that tone of
contagious

jigs and reels,
company s00n ro

¥, @y i &% persant,
ooncmnul ﬂ!! ber.: MN’ of
the elder and gravee portions of
-oclotyo! both sexes; and accord.
-|ingly, by degrees, the Oollector had
drawn off to the parior a respect-
able corps of yeterans, who, group-
around the small sables, pursued
this ancient pastime with that eager-
pess which it has always lospired
among its votaries, leaving the hall
to the unchecked mirth of the dane-
ers.
‘'We heard it said that Master
. | Cocklesoraft, of the Olive ‘Branch,
was 10 be here to-night,” said Grace'
Blackiston, as she encounetred
Blanche in the dance, “He told
Father, Plerre that he was coming:
and I bave heard it whispered too,
that .be has brought some pretty
preseénts with him from abroad.
I do not behold him yet, and here is
the evening balf gone. Ob, 1 do
loug to see him, for they say he
dances s0 well. Is henot coming?”’

“He has been bidden,” replied
Blanche, ‘‘though not much wite my
will: I care not whnhor he comes or
stays away,”’

‘*Ha, Blanche has no eye but for
Master Albers,”’ esid the merry
maiden, as she turned off and ad-
dressed herself to a schoolmate who
stood near; "‘yet & good dancer is
not to be scorned vow-a-days, even
if the Secretary were a better,
And if he were a better, he doesn’s
dance so much that we should con«
tent ourselves with him, The Sec-
retary has not been on the floor to-
night, but must be tracking and
trailiog . Father Pierre about the
room. 1do beleave be does so for
no purpuse but to get sights of
Blanche Warden. I wopder if the
dullard can be in love? Is looks
hugely like is,”’

The Segretary had, in truth, not
yet mingled in the dance, but from
the beginning of the evening had
loitered in the hall, apparently
watching the sports, snd, now and
then, communing with Father Pierre,
who, though a priestly, was far from
being a silent or greve. looker-on,
The.benevolent churchman enjioyed
# commanding populsrisy with the
younger porsions of the soclety of
the provines, and teok so much
pleasure in the manifestation of is,
that he was  seldom absent from
such of thefr gatherings as the course
duty would allow him to st-

the same reason he was
nun!lytn be found smongst she
assemblages of his children, as he
called them, rather than miogling
in the graver coteries of those of
bis own period of life. On the per-
sent occaslon he bad scarcely quit-
ted the dancing spartment during

| damssls

r | want of these who seek to fill is. |

in she faces of the happy groups, and

their own, the wild laughter that
echoed through the hall.

“They will presently begin to
think Master Albert Verhayden in-
tends to set himseélfup fora philoso-
pher,’" he sald, as the Secretary en-
countered him on the skirts of the
dancers, the eye of the priest besm
ing with a good-natured playfulness.

mJ: | Tt ig'not usual for a sqire of dames

to be sa contemplative. My son,
have you given over the company of
to consort with an old
priest ib so gay & scene as this?"
*Father, I would dance if there
were need; but there is notoften an
empty spice upon the floor, nor
Is
pleases me as well to dilooum wlth
’ou "
“Ah, benedictus! my son, itis

» | nob &t your sime of life that you may

be believed for such self-denial.

9¢ | More ¥han one of the maldens bas

the question to me to-night, how

satinr | this should come to.pass.’’

*Reverend father; though I will
nos deny Ilove the dance; yet my
nurture long made me a stranger to
it; and now, since my fortune has
brought me into she world, I can
soarcely conquer the dfidence I feel
0 exhibit mysell in such emercise.”
‘It is an- innocent pleasure; son
Albers, and a graceful. There is
healthiul virtue in these lgughing
faces and acbive limbs., 8t Igna-
tlus forbid that T should commend
an unseemly spors! but it has ever
béen my belief that the young 'men
oan find o better instructors in the
gentle perfections of - charity ‘and
good will than in their sport-mates
amongst the maidens,~and so I
presch in my office: nor truly, may
the maidens better learn how to temx
por-their behavior with the grace
of pleasing—which has in it & sum¢
mary of many excellences, Master
Albers ~than in the fellowship of
our sons. Now, away with you,

sont. hl.',m llﬁq. 8 168,
n nnihg. to

of | usk the question why I detain 'you

from wyour duty. Ah, blessed

Thersa! daughter Blanche does not

suspect I'am chiding, you for that

very fault., Go, myson;itisasgbame

to see you so little dainty in your

company as to prefer the cassock to
the petticoat. Go, go!”

The lively gesture of the priest
and’his laughing face, as be dismis-

sed the Secretary from his side, at-

tracted the notice of Blanche, who,

a8 Albert Verheyden sapproached
her, saluted him with—

“1 am glad, Master Albert. that
Father Plerre has seen fit to bestow
upon you such chiding as I would
bave given you mysell, I looked to
you to help me through my ball to-
night, and made sure of it that you
would lead out some of the maidens
to dance; for there are many here
that have not yet bad thelr turn:—
there's Mistress Hay, the viewer’s
sister,~—she has gat:there all night,
unregarded by mortal man, Ab,
you are no true friend to desert me
in my need.”

“Fair Mistress Blanche,” replied
the Secretary with a downcast look,
“T stand under your displeasure,
snd acknowledge my fauls, Indeed,
my dull brain did not perceive your
straits; I waited for your bidding.
You will pardon me that, waiting
for your command, I did not now
presume to move withous it. I will
go and lead forth the viewer’s sister
on the iostans,

*'Nay, stay now: I haye save you
shat errand. Oapiain. Dauntrees,
upon my requess, bas proflered his
band, and, you may see, they are
now standing on the floor ready to
begin, You shall find other duty,”

*“To dance with you, gentle mis-
tress, if it like you."'

“How can 1t but like me, Master
Albers? Oh, bus I love this danc-
ing! And yet I much bester like it
88 we have danced many s time at
the Rose Croff, on & winter’s night,
with our household friends, and sis-
tor, Alice to touch the spinnet toa
gay tune, and you to teach us these
pew over-ses dances. These were
pleasant hours, and worth a world
of these birth-day junketings. Was
i not so?”’

*I love not the erowd,’”’ returned
the Secretary with a lively emotion,
‘“Bus these fireside pastimes! you
may praise them with your most
prodigal speech, and still fall short.
We had vo holiday finery there 10
make proud the eye, nor glozing
speech o sed' up perfections which
wa did not own, nor studied bebay-
for to win opinion by; but what we
were we seemed, and what we felt

bted

we said; There more yirtue in shese

-houm,o(.m mirth M'lwm_
heard with gles, almost equal to

There.is Blanche Warden, who hes |

olu'

o

huuhldo
may find in &h
“Ah Master A
the gaudy workl
the gea,-and can 8 )‘
surance. Our LIsHle, unfurn|
province has but | pleasures for
you: -itds & makesbelieve to praise
our homely hearths. ™

1 speak, ¥ Blancbe, the
very bmﬁlmd g seoret heart,
and tell you, &b ligsle I. can
boass of aequai i that
gaudy world, no
d or - W
sure, nor ever
happiness, that m :
rick delight of #, «
scene you speak of."’ -

**Were they not thf exclaim-
od Blanche, kindling {nto's rapture
excited by the m of the Seere-
tary’s earnest asd eloguens menner.

“We owe so mﬂi of I8 to_you, Mas-

ter Albers, . Unsi came intothe
province, we m.:::l bada weary
hour at the Rose Oroft: now, my
father finds it weary when you are
away, 1.do not~becayse I may
surely count that i§ shall novor be
long until you are & here again,
Meroy! did we hm mud here to
dance? and see, our turn has past
oll unheeded. We will fo the foot
again and take another turn.”

It was as the: maiden  had said.
In the olmupﬁolr conver-
sation ;théy had - passed by in
the country-dan Al they now
went to the foos to lnlu themselves
into place, Blanche whispered, *'I
rejoice’the skipper is 'not come to-
night: his shredness has taught
him, - notwitbstanding my father’s
good will, that there is but little re.
lish for his company ot the Rose
Orofs,"”

**You *reckon w!thput your hoss,
Mistress Blanche,” replied the Se-
oretary. ‘‘There is¢ the skipper
‘outgide of the window; and not well
pleased with his own ruminations,
it T way judge. by his tolded arms
aud urnuom";, e

od; a orowd ofdomoiin hsving 80
pre-occupied the same station as al-
most to shigld him  from- the notice
of shose within, Whilss Blanohe
and-Albert - now danced; he ‘had
planted bimselfain the door. His
countenance was grave, his attisude
statue-like, and his eye sharply fol-
lowed the emotions of the maiden.
His dress, somewhat out-landish,
but still within the license of that
period, was of a Spanish fashion,
profusely decorated with embroidery
and set off by jewels of exceeding
richness. It was too ambitious of
ornasment to be compatible with good
taste, and manifested that love of
finery which is ¢he  infallible index
of s tawdry and sensual nature,
The thoughtfulness of his counten-
ance denoted an abstraction, of
which he was obvigusly not con-
scious st the moment, for hé sooner
caught the glance of Blanche than
his whole bearing underwent a sud-
den change; his eye sparkled, his
lip assumed a smile, and hé became
at once, in appearance, the gay and
careless reveller,

‘‘God save the Rose of 8t. Mary’s,
the beautiful flower of our New
World!"” he said, as he approached
the maiden with what she conld not
fail to note as an over-acted effors to
assume the cavaller. ""Viva la
Padrona! The damsels of Portugal
will teach you the meaving of that
speech, pretty mistress. You bave
o gallant company $o-night,’” he ad-
ded, as he cast his eyes around; in
doing which he recognized Albers
Verheyden with ascarcely percepti-
ble nod of the head, and then turn-
od his back upon him. "By your
leave. Mistress Blanche, I would
dance with you a$ your first leisure:
ithe next dance, or the nexs,~I am
your humble servans for as long as
you will, Sball it not be the next
dance?’’

1 will tell you presently: I know
not whether I may dance again to-
night, Master Cocklecraft,”’ replied
the maiden coldly.

““There spoke the same tongue
that refused my mansle! Yourcruel.
ty, mistress, exceeds that beauty
which all men so boast of in this
province. I wish 1 'could bring you
to look upon me with compassion.
Not even & dance with the queen of
our feast! A poor, rough-spoken
sailor meets but listle grace in a
lady's favor, when white-banded
lute-players .and  ballad-singing
pages stené ready a6 her ¢all. It is
even as you willl damsels have the
privilege of denial all the world
over, snd I am too muoch of & gullant | ¢f
to trouble you with sa unhom
swit—""

W I Dawkins Fidelity g'la

"l‘ will dance whﬁ you, luﬁor
Nanklasnwa s '? u‘d Bm' ..xl.

fog in his face
s effort to dis-
4 at the same time,
she feared ML&- peevish allusion
to'the ‘Secretary might bave heen
overheard: ‘‘call on me for the nexs
set, and I will dance with you.”

I thought your goodness would
relent! 'Tis not in your nature to
be unkind: Gracial I am at your
foet; Senora—I shall beon )@ watch,
Scoteh jig, reel, or country-dance,
they all come pat to me. I can
dan the bransle, cinquepace, or
minute—~the oorant, fandango, of
galliard. You shall find me at home,
mistress, in every olime. Mean-
while, I will seek'our host, the wor-
shiptul Collector: I have not seen
him yes,” :

This familiarity in the sddress ol
the skipper, and the importune and
even offensive freedom of his man-
ner, were the result of an . endeavor
to conceal a discontented temper
under the mask of galety. He had
brooded over the incidents conneot.
ed with his late visit to the Rose
Oroft; until he had wrought himself
into a tone of feeling that might en-
gender any extravagance of behav-
for, The opldnu of the maiden,
we have seen, he [mputed 0 causes
altogether independent of her good
will or aversion; and he was; there-
fore, determined to persevere in his
aim to win her favor—an enterprise
which, in his harsh and rude esti-
mate of the proprieties of conduot,
he did pot deem in any respect
hopeless. He made sure, in his
reckoniog, of the friendship of she
Collector, from whom he had ex-
perienced those manifestatioifs of
good-feeling which a hospitable and
kind-hearted man flings arotind him
almost at random, bus which Cockles-
craft’s sell-flattering temper magni.
fled into indications of special re-
gard.

The agitation of these topics had
'C wn him lnnl pogpieud thought-

v

guise 1;’

ke .- v
.nd now that he had ‘srrived, the
same rumination keps him yibrating,
in a mcody absteaction, belween
total silence at one period, and #n
unnatural exhibition of mwirth at the
next, giviog to the latter that gar-
ish flippsncy of mannér which was
80 annoying to the maiden, ;
The cordial and frank civility
with which the Collector recognized
the skipper amongst the guests, un-
fortunately contributed to confirm
him in the opinion of Master War-
den’s fayor.

“Why, Richard Oooklucrm.”
said the host, u gon looking up from
the cards which bad been’ absorb-
fog his nunﬁon. and discovering
the skipper, ''are you here among
the gray-beards? Why should you
flock to the old fowl when the youn
are gathered in the hall? There is
no gout in your tos. Get thee buck
man—we will have no dmrhrl
here! You promised to brin
blithe foot for a jig, Master Cockles-
craft; ; Are you tired of the sport al-

re
*“In trush, worshipful Master
Warden,"’ replied the ski per, "I
have bui within this half hour, ar-
rived at the house; ’tis nob iong
since I left my brigantine, where
mattors on bosrd detained me.’’
“*Ha, and you have not danced to-
night., Then you owe Blanche a
turn of duty, Go quickly back,
Richard, sn 'toot 18 with my girl,
I have praised your leg, man, snd
said enough to pus you on your mes-
tle. Back to the hall, Master Cock-
lescrafs, and say to élucho I sent
you for s straight-backed comrade
to bold her to the pledge of a reel,"
“l am already bound to that
pledge, and the time is at hand to
make it good. 1 bus stole away for
an instant 0 pay my duty here,’’
replied the skipper; and tekin
heart from the familiar ing
his host, returned to the dancin
apsrtment with lighter step an
more cheerful face.
Blanche took the earligst moment
to perform her onmnt. hoping
by this .lum{ acquit  her.
self of her obligation in a man-
ner least caloulated to occasion re-
mark, and sooness to disembarrass
herself of ber partner’s impor-
tunity, The dance, on her part,
was s reluciant ommuy. and
was accordingly so menifested in
her demeanor, in spite of her resolu-
tion to the contrary. . Cocklescraft,
bhowever. was {00 much - elated 0
perceive how ill he stood in tho
maiden’s grace. Scant encou
ment will suffice to leed the bopu of
s lover; still more scans in & lover
of such & temperament as that of the
beady seaman. = His vagity was
qulek to interpret lnor:hﬂ{ every
word of civility thas fell from
Bl.nchosllp-. asod the little thas
her nrln. tho dsnocnnu-
ed anew 0 and
inspire Oho dllhpu 4

md the -':E.. qnl:krr“m;'

* b nim. by re-
0
whho&':

To Be OOIM




