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CHAPTER XV—Ha aaaata HM.ni*
ss" os^ €.'K'i.“'^yf,sx=S
¦*l4 t£t >U| k >iSm tr X
brtnctnc a* aajrtna man to tho Uwn
on# of tho two who bod rMOaa away §

abort thoa bafora. Tbay tad of MifUm
Good body of tba otbar mao. Both bad'
baaa abac

CHAPTER ?—Tba wouadad mao. radio
tarad at tba tavarn aa Aodraw Pain. dUa
and Baraaa b loforaad bo moat not laari
until aftar tba loaoaat. O’Dowd aad Dt
Soto, greats at uiaaa Fancy, ylatt tbi

mueb ayattaf ora

CHAPTER VT—Rornaa odronaao Rnab-
croft aug ouglctapt to rolaaao tbajamo-

tMtt

%g!' flodta* bar a girt of* aaariJre
baauty.

CHAPTER VD—Sba arenas not to bt

ba la uawakmaal from tba uauaia.

aS]£f r.gSgrs.-sr.ora. oatanalbly a boob afwOad eoarehof
bla banana la bla obaonca O’Dowd
coma* to tba torarn and with Barren and
otbava goat ora Um arena of tba peevtore
night a Mooting. Bonaa la tnvltod U
dlnnar at Grata Fancy.
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CHAPTER 1-Mu Clan. Inform,
him aha la a prtaooar la tba bourn, on-paollng to bla for old and binding hun
to aacraey.Jla coo varaatlon with the
chauffaur who drlvaa bbn book to tbttovara, Rornaa Imrraaa convinced tbas.-*
<?™ cVS&€r mom ~t hMohu ** *

ba anwine for nw to rornal tho bum
of tap government. 1 dare uy If
can afford to treat job. Me Harass
foa can afford to treat ran. Than A
too such at atako for no to toko tho*

attchtut cbanea with tap err. I‘an
randy to chaaea you. air. If pM wW
do the mine by ¦a"

“Well." began Barnes deliberately.
"I guess yoa will boro to taka •

chance with an. Mr. Sprouse, ter I re
fuse to commit myself until X know
exactly what yon are up to."

"In tba ffrat pines, Mr. Barnes." aald

Sprouse. aaltlkg hla eggs. "yon hare
been thinking that I wu aant down
from Green Fancy to spy yon.

Isn’t that nor
*

“I an answering no gnantlona, Mr.
SpfOQMw"

"Ton were wrong," aald Sproaaa. as
If Barnes bad answered in tho aflfar-
matlT*. -X am working on ay own.
Ton nay bare ohasreod that I did not
accompany tba aberMTa posse today.
I wu ap In HornrlUe getting tho final
word from New York that yon wore or
the level. I telephoned to New York.
Eleven dollars .aid Maty *mR Ton

tberaeciver. Tmayany."
"Janes baa bacn talking to yon.”

aald Barnes. “Bot yon Rld n nanu

UM night Not by Inrltntloa. I taka
If

"Ilavftad myself," aald Bjunu aan>
daecty. "Are yon Inclined to hver
my proooeltlonr

"Yon haven’t made one."
"By suggestion. Mr. Barnea. It U

quits impossible for aw to get inside
that house. Ton appear to bare the
entree. Yon are working In the dark,
guessing at everything. I am gnaaa-
Ing at nothing. By combining forces
we should bring this thing to a head,
and—"

"Jut a monant Ton expect me to
abuse the hospitality of—”

"I shall hare to apeak plainly. I
see." He loaned forward, fixing
Barnes with a pair of steady, earnest
eyes. "Six months ago a certain royal
bona# In Barepo wu despoiled of Its
Jewels. Its privy seal. Its most preclou
state documents and Its charter. They
have been traced to the United States.
I am here to recover thank That la
the foundation of my story, Mr.
Barnea.

"Without divulging the naan of the
bouse I will say that its sympathies
have been from the outset friendly to
the entente allies—especially with
France. There are two branches of
the ruling family, one in power, the
other practically in exile. The state
Is a small one. but Its Integrity la of
the highest. Its sons aad daughters
have monied Into the royal famlltoe
3f nearly all of the great nations of
the continent The present—or I
should say. the lata ruler, for he died
>n a field of battle not many wwiha

•go. bad no direct heir. Ha wu
young and unmarried. I an ant par.
mltted to stats with what army ha
eras fighting, nor on which front ha

CHAPTCR XI.

u tarty Hour In the Morning! **

After thrashing about ta Ills bod for
ooron olooplMS boors. Bonos arose
tnd gloomily breakfasted alqn* Be
was not discouraged over bis failure
to arrive at anything mttl> ta the
¦bapo of a plan of action, ft was ta
conceivable tba* ho should not ho able
la vary abort order to bring about the
release of the fair guest of Groan
Fancy. The** was not the slightest
ioubt la his mind that Internattooal
affairs of considerable Importance
were Involved and that the agents op-
erating at Green Fancy won under
definite orders.

Mr. Sprouse came Into the tBRroom as bo was taking his last swal-
' low of coffee.

“Ah, good morning.** was the bland
Utile man's greeting. “Dp with the
lark. I see. Mind If I sit down here
and hare my eggs f Ho polled out a
chair opposite Barnes and coolly sat
down at the table.

“You can’t sell me a set of Dickens
at this boor of the day,** said Barnes
sourly. “Besides. I*ve finished my
breakfast Keep your seat." He start-
ed to rise.

“Sit down.** said Sprouse quietly.
Something In the man’s voice and man-
ner struck Bames as oddly compelling.
He hesitated a second and then re-
sumed his seat Tve been invest 1
gstlng you. Mr. Barnes." said the Utile
man. nnsmlllngiy. “Don't get sore.
There are a lot of things that you don't
know, and one of them Is that I don’t
seU books for a living. It's something
of a side Una with see." Be leaned
forward. “Ishall be quite frank with
you, air. I am a secret service mas
Yesterday I went through year affects
upstairs, and last night I took the Mb-
srty of spying upon yon. so to speak,
while yon wore a guest at Groan
Fancy. -

“The deuce you say!" cried Barns*
“We will get right down to tacks."

said Sprouse. “My government—-
which lent yours, by the way—sent
me up here live weeks ago on a east
tain undertaking. 1 am supposed to
find out what Is hatching up at Green
Fancy. Haring satisfied myself that
you are not connected with the gang
up there I cheerfully place myself in
your hands, Mr. Barnes. Ton were at
Green Fancy last night. So was I
Too had an advantage over me. how-
ever. for yon were on the Inside and
I was not"

"Confound your Impudence! I—"
"One of my pnrpoecs In revealing

myself to you. Mr. Barnes, Is to warn
roo to steer deer of that crowd. You
may find yourself In exceedingly hot
water later on if yon don’t Another
purpose, and the real on* Is to secnr*
If possible, your co-opera tloo in hunt-
ing the game up there. You can help
m* and In helping me yon My ha In-
strumental in righting one of the
grave* wrongs the world hue ever
known."

“Will yon be good, enough Mr.
*Woes* fee tell me lust what yen are
trying to g* utt X know nothing what-
ever again* Mr. Onrtls and his
Mand* Ten assess# a great deal—"

Ttasts mg Mr. Rama* PU admit
that yen dent knew anything again*
thcat but yon aspect a whole lot Th
begin with, yon suspect that two men
were ah* to death beeansa they wen
fo wrong with eomssne at Grew
Fancy. New I could 101 l you who
those two assn really mta sad why
thay warn shot But I sha*ut do any
thing of the sort—at Isa* n*at prse
at"

- Reroes was Impmaerd. “Perhaps
yon win condescend to tall mn whe
yon are. Mr. Bprons* lam very much
la the dark.”

*T am a special agent—bat a* a
spy. all—* a government that U
Crlndti_Jo.yow% Lam known la

*fiix Months Ago a Royal House Was
Despoiled of Its Crown Jewel* Real
and Charter.**

was killed. It Is only necessary to
<ay that hla little state was gobbled
jp by the Teutonic allies. The branch
if the family mentioned as being ta
•rile lent Its sopport to the cause *

3ermany, not for moral reasons but
.n the hope and with the understand-
ing. I am to believe, that the crown
lands would be the reward. The di-
rect heir to the crown Is e eon***
the late prince. He Is now s prison*,
if war In Austria. Other members sf-
the family are held by the Bulgarian*
ts prisoners of war. It Is not stretch-
ng the Imagination very tar to pic-
ture than ss already dead and our *
the way. At the clow of the wag If
Germany Is victories* the erg** will
oe placed upon the head of jhn poa*
tender branch. Are yon following
me?"

“Ye*" sold Borne* hla nervuo ttr
fling. He was beginning to ana n
great light

“Almost under the nos* of the
forces left by the Teutonic a"l* feg
sold the Invaded territory the crown
lew** charter and so forth, hereto-
fore mentioned, ae they any In legal
parlance, were surreptitiously rriaarsd
from the palace and spirited away by
persona loyal to the rating bran* of
the family. As I have stated, lam en-
gaged In the effort to recover them.

"Now wo come to the present ritu-
ition. Some months ago a —Hr of
the aforesaid royal house arrived In
this country byway of Japan. Be Is
t distant cousin of the crow* and In
away remotely looked upon * the
ielr apparent. Later on be non
;ered himself la Canada. Our agents
n Europe learned but recently that
while he pretends to be loyal te the
ruling bouse he ts actually scheming
igainst It. I have been ordered to
run him to earth, for them la every
reason to believe that the men who
•scared the treasure have bean duped
Into regarding him as the avowed
"hssmioe of the crow* Now, Mr.
Berne* without telling yoq how Ihave
arrived * the conclusion. 1 am re-
unred to state that I believe this maa
to ha at Green Fancy, and that* tiara
the loot—to nee a harsh word—will he
delivered to him them. lam bars to
get it one way or soother, when that

“What led yon to suspect that ha
is *Green Fancy. Mr. Spcuouur

“History. It Is known that ttos Mr.
Curtis has spent a great deal of tons
In the country alluded to. As a mat-
ter of fact hla so* who lived to Lon-
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Bantu, Floor and Salt
hanykt in oar lots; therefore
aa offer a variety of haggis*
to ohooee from at the lowaet
prices.

Ito newest Ojlee la Ready to Wear
Clothing. Also agent* lor the Eng- ,
liih I‘laaylnin and the Royal Mon. |

Eadieott Johnson sad Bely Shoes la
all sty lee. WcJwy right, are sallsttsd
with small profit* and try to please
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REPUBLIC TRUCKS
I to 3i tons
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OOMMKRCIAI GARAGE
309-7 6th St. - WASHINGTON, D. W.
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a olaaa, bright farm Aetory. Tbsy oust two dollars
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Battar grads of cigar for ttl.OO.
PALMERS P. O. MD.
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; i Manufacturing Jeweler
72S 7th BL, N. W-, • - Washington. D. C.

OUR GOODS (IRE FULLY GUARANTEED.

[ Everybody hsssoma frieod whom -

tbsy with to tasks happy- It may
ba Mother or Fatbsr, Slater or Brp-

,tbar. Itmag baa. Wifs.or it may
baa Bwaatbaart and often Thera-

fc

’ selves. •

Oaf stock of Jewelry aad Brio-a*
Bras ia oomjdete. Baoh piene baa
been oarefally sslssted-and ws fad
sstisied that a yisit from yoa wUI

. bear as' oat that wo bare as too a
ulsalise as saw be foaod aay where.

Any article that yoa may salad I
W>B ba laid aside sad dsliraced wbea
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tba llalhaß war several years aga. It
la and ttonto nan IanJretrtiw far

royal Inushald arrived hi New Tech,
nwoogh hla I learned that the daagb-
ter e£ the gentleman In whau hawse
the seal nr Mr. Cards wu a frr jurat
great had tows la the United States

thTna*
rlagp. an made of the lata rater.

of her country by the Teutonic alltea
•he has been awduvertng to raise

aray'thaT fought so valiant'
ly In defense at the crown. Thau
awn. a few h(inroad only, are at praa-
ms Interned in n neutral country. 1

ton anaerate la supplying than with

•Hag canted an wtth the groatsM aw
very. To bring the story to a cloaß
: warn Instructed to knap clou watch
a the man O'Dowd. I traced hla
jo this , place. Iwu an the point of
.•spotting to say superiors that ha wu
a as way aaaodatad with the much-
•oaffM-bitar crown cousin, and that
Orau Fancy wu u free from taint
•s tho village chapel, when ant af a
dear sky aad almost aadar aw vary
man two man ware nyatarioaaly dona
¦way wtth at tho vary gatsa of tho
placa. The kUUag af thou two bmu
changed the aspect completely. Tea
wltt certainly agree with nw after I

threlha agaawg yha had agdsrtaku

SaSlHTtft-s
to pagl lauaa with tba secret agent,
bat ant until ha wag eoovtwcad that
tba rualt af |hMr cooperation watod
la no way taftet a hartebip upon tbs

ZTtrMli BEe wnaeertMaliwiahe
wu the fair propagaadlM dsacribsd
by BpnoNb

“And tho young woman, what af

bjrlamaSaSSm* ** <M*> U

"My(tear sir, 1 nr u wall tan you

US (Ml ska la a loyal subject, aad,
Xhg tram being M bod grace at coart

Rasa

ly. Mpse wu sent over hare far the
solo pnipou af finding bar aad ladae-
lag bar to ripn with Mw to Paris."

“Aad tff tateibp trogaare with her.
1 auppoaa." ufflteraii Uy

"Naturally.” H

"Wei!." broaa, Baraaa, tatroduelag a
|gnh note Imp Mg vote* T should
¦ay that If Mia tg guilty af roeatviag

this Motea property M aught to ha
punished. Jon la the place far her,
Mr. Spraasa."

Sprouse pat down hla caffes- cap
rather sad duly. A gaaer pallor can#
Into Ma fiscs.

"You do sot Bwfisndamd tho altaa-
Uon. Harent Imade It ptela to yon
that aha |g AffMMUt pf hay latent to
do wnagr

"Taw hare soft SR Mr. Sprraai, bat
rear Maw of wrong sad astoa smy aat
jibe."

‘There cannot bo two ways of teak-
lag at It Mr." aald Sproaaa, after a
Moment "She cooM da ao snare"

Whereupon Baraaa reached Me boad
acrou the labia aad laid tt u
Sproaaa*, HU ayu ware (tearing.
***&9"* hffnt hut to ha aura

MMWMMfftßMflffl
"What do you wnar

bST Svarnaa, anppreestag ms excitement
T think I caw tall yaw where aha la—

a. great deal store that you ought

Xh the lltllarocu apatalre hntold
thg whole atory. Tho Uttte nan Us-
lawsd wtthoat ao roach aw a slagto-
word f laterrnptloo or latari nga Baa
Somewhat breathlaaaly Banna cane
to tba end.

"And now. Mr. ffproass. what da
yoanako of tt altr halngalrod.

•addenly relaxing. "I an ceaptoSsly
at aoa." ha aald. aad Banos looked
It hla la saiprtsa.

"By inn I thought it would aO ho
u tow u day to you. Haawioypar

traveling bag (an a#^****
yea are" Iwtoerapeed Sproeu

"That Is an Swpte aaoagh. Bat, ay
amt Bunas, con yea tall as what Mr.
•acratary Leah’s real name lal Why
ten ha catabUahad hlmaatf as does to
toe *Oaudlaa Uaa, aad why the am
MltxarioaT I refer to Ms stay of
haakica."

"Bein' apparent nasally hare aonw
sort af a bodyguard, don’t tbayl"

Sprouse wu startag- thoaghtfally at
to# cefllag. Whan ha finally lowered
ala eyas It wu to tarer Barest with
a deep, inscrutable asaita.

T dare say the first thing tor at
to do la to advise the Osaadlaa an-
toorlttos to Into isharp luksat along
the border." ...

CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.
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Bi. Jmmth diiwklly laartri aaaa

Sa hoppio(r and tk—lrtoal aaatiaaa of
okf. Oatara to warirti. Tka din-

ifg room’i bad adwaga ia tU palaoaa,
djho for mor* than a loaf tcaaa kora
M>io;rd iu owurpimd oastaM aad at*
oallaot tanrioa.
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