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1 n%mn VII—Miss Thackeray warns

that a man at the tav-
ern, ostensibly a book agent,
his m;m in his absence. O'Dowd
comes to tavern and with Barnes and
others goes over the scene of the previous
night's shooting. Barnes s invited tc
dinner at Green Fancy.

CHAPTER IX—His acquaintance of the
Storm Is introduced as Miss Cameron
The makeup of the house party, pnruvw
larly a man Introduced to him as “Loeb,”
and the number of menservants about the
place, somewhat astonishes Barnes.

CHAPTER X-Miss Cameron informs
him she is a prisoner in the house, ap-
him for aid and binding him
secrecy, In conversation with the
§ uffeur who db:ltvu him hr-‘l_:“wm(;.c
avern, nes omes convinc ere
is a conspiracy of moment hatching at
Green Faacy.

CHAPTER XI-At breakfast the sup-
book agent introduces himself us
fouse, a government secret agent.
Bg.rouu tells nes he is there to watch
t party at Green Fancy, describing
them as refug t
by the Germans. He

from a overrun
asserts that ““Miss
L Cf.l::‘rr(:’r;" l.t:‘:zllllve of lh&tm:r.&uﬂ
o e devas coun a or
“Loeb” have with them wn jn'ol-.’
of enormous value, which Sprouse woul
recover, 1

CHAPTER XII-Barnes agrees to ac-
company Sprouse on a nocturnal visit to
Green Fancy, Sprouse with the ob. t of
.-curlnf the jewels, and Barnes with the
hope of rescuing “‘Miss Cameron.”

CHAPTER XIIl.
The Second Wayfarer Receives Two
Visitors at Midnight.

The coroner’s inquest over the bod-
les of Roon and Paul was held that
afternoon at St. Elizabeth. Witnesses
from Hart’s Tavern were among those
to testify. The verdict was “Murder
at the hands of parties unknown.”

Sprouse did not appear at the Tav-
ern until long after nightfall. The se-
cret agent listened somewhat indiffer-
ently to the latter's account of bis
telephonic experiences. At nine o’clock
he yawned prodigiously and announced
that he was golng to bed, greatly to
the surprise of Mr. Barnes, who fol-
lowed him from the taproom and de-
manded an explanation.

“People usually go to bed at night,
don't they?” sald Sprouse patiently.
“It is expected, I believe.,” ’

“But, my dear man, we are to un-
dertake—"

“I have some cause for believing
that one of those chaps in there is
from Groen Fancy. Go to bed at ten
eclock, my friend, and put out your
light. I don't Insist on your taking
off your clothes, however. I will rap
on your door at eleven o'clock. By
the way, don't forget to stick your re-
volver in your pocket.”

A few minutes before eleven there
came a gentle tapping on Barnes'
door. e sprang to his feet and
opened it, presenting himself before
Sprouse fully dressed and, as the se-
cret agent said later on, “fit to kil*

The night was as black as piteh,
Barnes, trusting to the littles man's
eyes and hanging close upon his coat-
tails, fallowed blindly but gallantly
in the tracks of the leader. It scemed
to him that they stumbled along par-
allel to the road for miles before
Sprouse came to a halt. “This is the
short cut to Green Fancy,” he whis-
pered, laying his hand on Barnes’
arm. “We save four or five miles,
coming this way. Do you know where
we are?™

“T haven't the remotest idea.”

“About a quarter of a mile below
Curtis’ house. Are you all right?”

“Fine as a fiddle, except for a
barked knee and a skinned elbow,- a
couple of more or less busted l'ﬂn./
Ive banged into more trees than—"

“Sh!” After a moment of silence,
intensified by the mouraful squawk of
Dight birds and the chorys of katy-
dids, Sprouse whispered, “Did you
bear that?”

Barnes thrilled. This was real mel-
odrama. “Hear what?” he whispere¢

“Listen!” After a second or two
“There!”

“It's a woodpecker hammering or
the limb of a—"

“Woodpeckers don't hammer a
night, my lad. Don't stir! Keep yom
ears open.”

Sprouse clutched his companion’s
arm and, dropping to his knees in the
‘hick underbrush, pulled the other

g
ot e
“T'il stay. by you,” Barnes

Several minvtgs went by 1*

was not a sound save the restiess pat-
ter of rain In the tree tops, At last
the faraway thud of footsteps came to
the ears of the tense listener. They
drew nearer, louder, and once mo#
seemed to be unpproaching the very
spot where he erouched,

Then came the sound of a dall,
beavy blow, a hoarse gasp, a momes:
tary eommotion in the shrubbery,
and—again silence. Barnes’ blood ran
cold. He waited for the next footfall
of the passing man. It never came,

A sharp whisper reached his ears.
“Come here—quick 1"

He floundered through the brush and
almost fell prostrate over the kneel-
ing figure of a man. °

“Take care!
pered Sprouse.

Dropping to his knees, Barnes felt
for and touched wet, coarse garments,

Lend a hand,” whis-

and gasped:
“My God! Have you killed him?"
“Temporarily,” sald Sprouse, be-

tween his teeth. “Here, unwind the
rope I've got around my wailst. Take
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“My God! Have You Killed Him?"
the end—here. Got a knife? Cut off
a section about three feet lorg. I'll
get the gag in his mouth while you're
doing it. Hangmen always carry thelr’
own ropes,” he concluded, ﬁgym
some humor. “Got it cut? Well, cut
two more sections, same length.”

With incredible swiftness the tweo
of them bound the feet, knees and
arms of the inert vlcﬂm._

“I came prepared,” said 80
calmly that Barnés marveled at the
iron perve of the man. ¢

“By heaven, Sprouse, I—I belleve
he's dead. We—we haven't ahy
to kill a—"

“Don’t be finicky,” énapped Sprouse,
“It wasn't much of a crack, and it
was mecessary.” Straightening up,
with a sigh of satisfuction, he laid his
hand on’.Barmes' shoulder. “Welve
just got to go through with it now,
Barnes. 'Wg'll' never get another
chance. Putting shat fellow out of
business queers us forever afterward.”
He dropped to his knees and began
searching over the ground with his
bands. “Here it is. You can't see it,.
of course; so I'l tel you what it is.
A nice lighe bleck of sandalwood. I'ye
already got his nice little hammer, so
we'll see what we agn rgise in the way
of wireless. chit-chat.,” s

Without the slightest hesitation he
struck a succession of quick, donfident
olows upon the block of wood.’

“By gad, you are a wonder!”

“Wait till’ tomorrow before you say
that,” replied Sprouse, sententiously,
“Come along now. Stick to the trail.
We've got to land the other one.”

Turning sharply to the, right,
Sprouse guided his compation t
the brush for some distance, and once
more came to a halt. Again he stole
on ahead, and as before the slow, cen-
fident, even careless progress of a
man ceased as abruptly as that of the
comrade who lay helpléss In the
thicket below.

Barnes laid a firm, detaining hand
on the man's shoulder,

“See here, Sprouse,” he whlwed,..j
“it's all very well for yom, knocking
men over like this, but just what is
your object? What does all this lead
up to?” " 3

Sprouse broke in, and there was
not the slightest trace of emetion in.
his whisper.

“Quite right. You ought to know,
[ suppose you thought I was bringing
you up here .for a Rimeo and Juliet
tete-a-tete with the beautiful Miss
Cameron—and for nothing else. Well
in a way, you are right. But, first of
all, my business is to recover the
crown jewels and parchments. J am
going into that house and take them
away from the man you know as Loeb,

if he has them. If he hasn't them my
work here is a failure.” ’

“Going Into the house?” gasped
Barnes. “Why, my God, man, that is_
impossible. You would be shot down
a8 an ordinary burglar and—the law |
would justify them for killing you. I
must insist—"

“I am not asking you to go into the

house, my friend. I shall go alone.”
said Sprouse coolly.

-

“On the other hand, I came up here
to rescue a helpless—"
“Keep copl! It's the only way.

Now listen. She has designated her

“oom and the windows that are hers.

She is lying avale up there now, take
't from me, Loping that you will come
‘onight. I shall lead you directly to

Wer window. And then comes the only
chance we take—the only instance
where we gamble. There will not be
t light in her window, but that won't
nake any Gifference. This nobby
*ane I'm carrying is in reality a col-
lapsible fishing rod. First we uge it
‘o tap gently on her window ledge or
shade or whatever we find. Then you
Pass gp a little note to her. Here 4s
paper and pencil.
Yelow her window and—all ready to
take her away. Tell her to lower her
vaiuables, some ciothes, efc., from the
window by means of the’ rope we'll
Pass up on the pole. is a re

‘lewels in her room. For certain ren-
ons they may have permitted her to
“etain them. If such is the case our
xork is easy. If they have ‘taken

way or nmother—and she will
30t leave! Now I've had a good look

Say that you are |

note possibility that.she may have the '

‘aint glow of light up there to the
right. The third window, did you sayi
Well, that’s about where I shiouié
focate it.”

The tiny metallic tip
held in the

He tapped gently, persistently on the
hard surface. Just as they were be
ginning to think that she was asleeg
ind that their efforts were In vair
‘heir straining eyes made out a shad
»wy object projecting slightly bey
the sill. .

After a moment or two of sn<pense
Barnes experienced a peculiar, almos!
slectric shock. Someone had seized
the tip of the rod; it stiffened sud
lenly, the vibrations due to its flex
bility ceasing. Someone was untying
the bit of paper be had fastened tc
*he rod, and with fingers that shoob
ind were clumsy with eagerness,

He had written: “I am outside witl
3 trusted friend, ready te do yom
Jidding. Two of the guards are safely
Yound and out of the way. Now i
sur chance, We will never have an
sther. If you are prepared to com«
¥#ith me now write me a word or tw¢
and drop it to the ground. I will pass
9p 8 rope to you and you may lower
inything you wish to carry away witt
you. But be exceedingly careful. Take
tHme. Don’t hurry a single one of
our movements,” He signed it with s

MB.II s

It seemed an hour before their eyes
distinguished the shadowy head above
As a matter of fact but a few min
ates had passed. During the wait
Sprouse had noiselessly removed his
toat, a proceeding that puzzied Barnes
Something light fell to the ground. Iw
was Sprouse who stooped and searchec
for it in the grass. When he resumec
an upright posture he put his lips
close to Barnes'"ear and whispered :

“I will put my coat over your head
Here is a little electric torch. Don't
flash it until I am sure the coat is
grranged so that you can do so with
out a gleam of light getting out from
ugnder.” He pressed the torch and a
bit of closely folded paper in the
other’s hand and carefully draped the
coat over his head.

Barnes read: #Thank God! I was
afraid you would wait until tomorrow
night. Then it would have heen too
late, I must get away tonight but 1
cannot leave—I dare not leave without
something that js concealed in an-
other part of the house. I do not
know how to secure it. My door is
locked from the outside. ~What am |
to do? I would rather die than to go
away without it.”

Hastily he wrote: “If you do not
come at once, we will force our way
into the house and fight it out with
them all. My friend is coming upghe
yines, Let him enter the window. Tell
him where to go and he will do the
rest. He is a miracle man. Nothing
Is impossible to him. If he does not
return jn ten miputes, I shali follow.”

There was ng response to this. The
head reappeared-in the window, but no
word came down. A 4 .

Sprouse whispered: “I am mln‘z un.
Stay here. If you hear a commotion
F{n the house, run for it. Don’t walt
for me. I'll probably be doné for.”

“I'll do just as I please about run-
ning,” said Barnes, and there was a
deep thrill in his whisper, “Goeod luck
FGod help you If they catch you.”

“Not even he could help me then.
Good-by. I'll do what I can- to induce
her to drop out of the window if any-
thing goes wrong with me downstairs.”

A moment later he was silently
scaling the wall of the house, feeling
bis way carefully, testing every pre-
carious foothold, dragging himself
painfully upwands by means of the
most uncanny, animal-like strength
and stealth.

Barnes could not recall drawing a
single breath from the instant the man
12t his side until the faintly luminous
square above his head was obliterated
by the black of his body as it wriggled
over the ledge. . -

We will follow Sprouse. . When he
¢rawled through the window and stood
erect inside the room, he found him-
self confronted by a tall, shadowy fig-
are, standing half-way between him
and the door. .

He advanced a step or two and ut-
tered a soft hiss of warning.

“Not a sound,” he whispered, draw-
ing still nearer.: “I have come four
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“I am going to take a peep over the
transom, first of all. If the coast is
elear, T shall take a little stroll down
the hall. Do not be alarmed. I will
come back—with the things we both
want. Pardon me.” He sat down on
the edge of the bed and removed his
‘shoes. She watched him as If fasci
nated while he opened the bosom of
his soft shirt and stuffed the wet shoes
inside.

Then he sald: “You are not dressed
for flight. May I suggest that while 3
am outsidle you slip on a dark skirt
and coat? You cannot go far in that
dressing gown. It would be in shreds
before you had gone a hundred feet
through thé brush. If I do not return
to this room inside of fifteen minutes,
or if you hear sounds of a struggle,
crawl through the window and go
down the vines. Barnes will look out
for you.”

“You must not fail, Theodore
Sprouse,” she whispered. *“I must re
gain the jewels and the state papers.
I cannot go without—"

“I shall do my best,” he said simply.
Silently he drew a chair to the door,
mounted it and, drawing himself up by
his hands, poked his head through the
open transom. As instant later he was
on the floor again. She heard him in-
serting a key In the lock.. Almost be-
fore she could realize that it had ac-
tually bappened, the door opened slow-
1y, cautiously, and his thin wiry figure

slid thronrh what scemed to her no
ore Hon a crack.  As softly the door
was closed. 1

For.a long time she stood, dazed and
anbelieving, in the center of the room,
staring at the door.. She held her
sreath, listening for the shout that
was so sure to come—and the shot,
serhaps! A prayer formed on her lips
ind went voicelessly up to God. §

Suddenly she roused herself from
Ire stupefaction that held her. With
‘everishr haste she snatched up gar-
nents from the chair on which she had
:arefully placed them in anticipation
of the emergency that now presented
" tgelf.- A blouse (which she neglected
0 button), a short skirt of some dark
naterial, a jacket, and a pair of stout .
~alking shoes (which she failed to
ace), completed the swift transforma-
fon. As she glided to the window, she
famried the pins into a small black
wmt of feit. Then she peered over the
edge. -

She started back, stifling a cFy with
1er hand. A man’s head had almost
‘ome In contact with her own as she |
eaned out. A man's hand reached

‘he casement, and then a man's face
was dimly revealed to her startled
gaze.

CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.
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R. B. H. CAMALIER,
. DENTIST,
Leonardtown, Md.
Ollice—BEACON Building.

A.

OHN H. T. BRISCOE,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Leonardtown, Md.

DR. C. V. HAYDEN
DENTIST,
Leonardtown, Md.

g ——

F. KING,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAw,
Leonardtow:, M d

MEVERELL LOKFR,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Leonardtown Md.

THE .
NORTH END STORB
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Call on us
For the better grades of
Merchandise
: The Famous
Rice & Hutchins Shoe
Our Speciality.

If you 'desire any particular
style we happen not to
have in stock, it

will be
malled you within four days.

DRURY & SAUNDERS

. Leonardtown, M7,
1-3-"15—1y,

ADVERTISE IN THE

samt Mard’s Beacon,

for the purchase 5[

INVESTMENT SECURITIES

DIVIDENDS ON SJOCKS, INTEREST

BONDS CREDITED TO YOUR
ACCOTNT FROM THE TIME OF
YOUR FIRST PAYMENT.

B

-

BOOKLET ON REQUEST.

Liberty Bonds

All Issues,
Large or Small

W. B. HIBBS & COMPANY
Hibbs Building
Wasbingion, D. C.

723 Fifteenth St.

MEMBERS:
Washington Stock Exchange
Chieage Board of Trade

New York Stock Exchangé
New York Cotton Exchange

THE ST. JAMES HOTE!.

6th and Pa. Avenue N. ~,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

The St. James is canviently located near
the shopping and aheatrical sections of
the eity.  Caters to tourists. The din-
ing room’s best advoeate is its patrons,
who for more than a long time have
enjoyed its ursurpassed cusine and ex-

cellent service

4-26-3m.

ost effective remedy for the relief of asthma
I hay fever. The healing fumes from burn-
herbs relieves the choking sensation by

§ nir passages and soothing the irri-
i mbrares, . In use for more than 40
I'wo sizes—25¢ and $1.00.

#-nd for free sample.

vear dealor comvot supply you order divect

from
b Lyman Ce. Iuc., Buffalo, N.Y.

o
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~ DUDLEY & CARPENTER |
. General Commission
; Merchanis

QUICK SALES--A SQUARE DEAL--PROMPT RETURNS
12€ Light St., Baltimore, Md.

|

ES MOTOR LINE

613 G St. N. W.

Leonardtown and Intermediate Points 1o Washington
TWO TRIPS DAILY AND SUNDAY.

Round Trip Rare "% wesharsan $4.50
2060600 CcCENCOE . BT 8D
Arrive Leonardtown 10:45 a. m.

Leave Washington 7:45 a. m. > ' :

g ) Leonardtown 7:30 ** Washington 10:30 a. m.
Washington 4:00 p. m. lLeonardtown 7:00 p m.
Leonardtown ** ** o Washington “

—VIA
Leonardtown Loveville Morganza Mechaniesville
New Market Charlotte Hall Hughesville Bryantown
Beantown Waldorf s A Surrattsville
Clinton Redd’s Corner Camp Springs  Silver Hill

Connections for Indian Head in A. M. and connections
for Rock Point in P. M. are made at Waldorl

8@ This time table shows the time buses may be expected to ar-
rive and depart, but their arrival or departure at the time stated
is not guaranteed, nor does the Company hold itself responsible
for any delay or consequences arising therefrom.

Wprights Grands

ESTABLISHFD 1842,

“IT PAYS TO BUY THE BEST.

CHAS. M. STIEFF
1108 °F St. N. W
WASHINGTON, D.C.

DIRECT BRANCH WAREHOUSE OF FACTORY.

-

Second-Hand Pianos at all prices,
including some of our own make.

Slightly Used Player Pianos at Low Figures.

WRITE FOR CATALOGUE AND PRICES.

Taniug by Factory Experts. Telephone Main 2960

J. C. couuré. Manager.

Elmer R. Jarboe, Agent,

MECHANICSVILLE, MD.

Leonardtown Tmplement Co.,
Leonardtown, Md. )
E. Trice & Company,
Mechaniesville, Md.

A L]

REPUBLIC TRUCKS
3 to 32 tons

THE BEST TRUCK FOR INTERURBAN HAULAGE

COMMt RCIAY GARAGE
303.7 6th St., - WASHINGTON, D. ..

e

NOTICE !
The St. Mary’s Co. Cigar Factory offers you the best Two-
Why? Because it is made from
St. Mary’s County Tobacco and made by St. Mary’s girls, in
They cost two dollars
and we

for-Five Cigar ever made.

a clean, bright farm factory.

a hundred. Send us an order by postal card,
will ship them to you by parcel post.

Better grade of cigar for $35.00.

PALMERS P. O. MD.

E. VOIGT

Manufactuning Jeweler
725 7th SL., N.W., - - Washington, D. C.

OUR GOODS @RE FULLY GUARANTEED.

"Everybody has some friend whom
they wish to make happy. It may
be Mother or Father, Sister or Bro-
ther. Itmay be a Wife or it may
be a Sweetheart—and often Them-
selves.

Our stock of Jewelry and Bric-a-
Brac is complete. Each piecce has
been carefully selscted and we feel
satisfied that a visit from you will
bear us out that we have as fine a
selection as can be found anywhere., 5

Any article that you may select
will be laid aside and delivered when

wanted.
WATCHES DIAMONDS EMBLEMS
RINGS SILVERWARE CLOCKS
BRONZES PRAYER-BOOKS MEDALS.

IT-PAYS.

GUY BROS,

CLEMENTS, MD.

<
We have just completed re-modeling our establish-
ment, and. now have an_up-to-date department
store.

The largest and most compiete stock we have ever
carred.

Every department carries a most attractive lipe.
A cordial invitation is extended to our friends and
the public generally to visit us and examine the
goods we offer for sale.

CAR LOAD CHEVROLET CARS JUST RECEIVED
We carry parts and repairs for Chevrolet apd Ford
SECOND HAND FORD CARS ON HAND.
BIG STOCK OF BUGGIES AND WIRE
FENCING.

carsy~




