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SYIIOPSIS.

CHAPTER 1. —-Young Carlyle Wilburton
Dale, or “Bill Dale,” as he cleets %0 be
known, son.of 2 wealthy eoal operater,
John K. D arrives at the fway
Switch, In eastern Tenmessee, abandon-
m ife of idle ease—and incidentdlly a

Patricia Clavering, at the altay—
determined to make his own way in life.
He meets “Babe” Littleford, cal
mountaineer ﬁr!. “By"” Heeh, a charae-
ter of the hills, takes him to John Mope-
land’s is ehlef of Rhls
ch old feud with the

He tells Dale of the killing
of brother, David Mofeland,

ago, owner of rich ‘:E'?:t ;;‘::.

e,

man named lelt or:
tion of “Carlyle” causes
the man was his father.
CHAPTER IL—-Dale arranges to )
bis home with the Moreland family, for

“'{n‘ lking with “Babe”
S iy 00 SR
n. poc‘l'h“ I‘.ﬁ
sends & challes oha Mefelmd
m‘ll- with F followers next dy,
M agrees.
the
the ds mysteriously dismpponr.

whotn he entertains a deep vespeei
Littiatord B " d
iack Adais ail volly of e Seertel,
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V.—Dale a ” b
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Weapons,
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of the river, and s aeel-
y shot by her father and seriously

CHAPTER VLT t z surgleal
ﬁ.’“‘ '“ﬁla..? . iR,
R - and, ford and

: X,
BT e R Bl

"I"R VIL—-It is arras that
SRt g e T B
or's proffered finanei e

CHAPTER VIIL. - Returning %o the
Bwitch, Dale meets Major
Bradiey, lawyer, and real friend of the
mountaineers, whom ke echgages as
counsel for the company. A man samed
Goff, of evil repute, tries %o bribe Dale
to betray the Morelands by selllmg him
the coal deposits, acd teling thein they
are of little value. Dale attempts e
thrash him, but Goff drawe & revelver.
Dale is una

CHAPTER iX.—Goff enlists the aM of a
turbulent crowd, the Balis and Terreys,

to -nl? trouble fer Dale’'s company.
Littiefofds and Morelauds oo o forget
the old feud and dwell In meny.

CHAPTER X —“Babe” returns to her
m'tnrlnx she is a burden 0 the Me-
. Dale remoustrates, and she
:’n. to g0 back, for the sake of an
ucation, Waylaid by ‘‘Black Adam”
Ball, Dale fights a piste! duel with the
de, and Ball killed. Dale is ar-
and taken to jall at Carfersvilie
..B.:\'l‘. see bow Dhis shot comld have

CHAPTER X1.—There is mueh
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be to convines a Jury that it
=n aecident? Weould the jury tabe his
werd fer 1t? The jury weald set, of
conrse.

The mpysterious third shet, that
come from a little distanee—but he
could not reasomabiy expect deliver
ance from that seurce. If ealy be had
held down his abominable, savage tem-
per; If enly he had—

Major Bradiey Interrupted his s
pleasant train of thoughs.

“No brooding there. my bey!”

Dule lecked up. The oid atterney.
&= ueat In appearance as though be
liud uot even 200 & maddle that day,
wvus standing Just eutside the Bam-
ul doer of bars. Beside him stued a
whiteclad megro bey with a big sray
f steaming food en ene hand end o
pot of steaming coffee In the other.

The Jailer eame and unlecked the
doar. alse he very considerately
hireught anether sten! and fresh water
(he major entered the e¢!!. and the
negro follewed

An amused twinkle appeared Iun
[rile’'s eves as Brodiey put the tray
lown on the sorpbox. There was
‘mough fer Hve threshing-maching

hands! The binek boy was sent to the
froat deer 1o walt

“l theught yeu'd be as humgry as
I am, and I'm as hungry as peer eld
By Feck ever was!” laughed the
major, 25 he sat dewsn and began te
pour the ¢offes. “Riding always made
ime as hungry as a bear In April. Light
right Inte it, Dale. There's mothing
like a good steak, fer any mesl, when
a fellow is half starved; eh, Dale?
Try that one, won't you? I told Massen-
gnle 1'd cause his heheadinent if these
stenks weren't perfect. Massengale,” he
sdded. “runs the hotel here, the En-
reka Funeral Parlors, and the One
Priee Clothing Emporium.”

“I wonder.” smiled Bill Dale, “what
be does with kis spare time?”

Brudiey laughed, his eyes twinkling
werrily. Dale fgund that be (oo was
bungry, wew that savery oders bhad
luvaded his mestrile. A wminute later,
aud he had prencunced his steak deli-
clous, ¢

“Mussenigale shall met suffer be
hendwent.,” sald the majer; and he
began te carve his own steak.

It was au excellent meal, the grim
surrpundings  netwithstanding. Whea

ula-
UOR &8 to who really killed It was over, the uegro bey came and
xﬂ oplnion being It was ook away the dishes, and received
twdp constituted i ® | with & —
guardian. Wik e gladsome grip the. 1ws-gliver

s i o S

CHAPTER XII
Jailed.

Cartersvilie nestles close between
the points of two outying foothllis,
and It I1s a delightfully lazy and eld-
fashioned town. For the most part It
is made up of gabled old brick houses,
which have pretty setiings of greea
lawn, roses, honeysuckles and trees.
Even In the small business distriet,
t streets are lined with trees. They

ve electrie lights there, and water
mains, a common school and a high
school, a courthouse, a Jall and a
theater.

It was a little after nightfal when
Dale and the other two mem rode
through the shaded streets. Dale neoted
that the people they wmet uunder the
swinging lights speke eeordially and
with marked ceurtesy te his cempan-
foms. It was very evidemut that the of-
ficer and Alnjor Bradley were lu high
standing in their howme town.

Sheriff Towm Flowers drew ln before
a hitehing-rack that stood im frout of
the courthouse, 2 great oid wooden
bullding with a clock W its wwer.

“We'll dismount here,” said he.

They did, The wajor teek the rein
of Dale's horse.

“I'N see that the auimal Is well
cared for, sir,” he sald te Dale. “And
as soon as | have scen te our herses,
I'll be with you. | wish te talk mat-
ters over with you. Suppese [ bring
supper for us both, eh?”

Dale thanked Bradley., and turmed
away with the officer. They walked a
short block and entered a low, square
bullding of brick and stoue of which
the windows were sinall and high and
barred with iron. Dale knew that it
was the Cartersville jail, and his heart
sank In spite of him. Just as death
by violence had been entirely new to
him, so also was this entirely new te
him.

Flowers took a ring ef heavy keys
from the hand eof the jailer, and led
the way down a whitewashed corridor.
It was not yet bedtime, and the other
prisoners were still up; seme of them
waere reading vewspapers, others were
trylng to wmend their clothing, aotill
others were deing =othing. A few ef
them called out heldly and bade the
new prisener welcome—and each eof
these received a gruff order frem the
sheriff to keep qiivt. Dale pald ne at-
tention whatever to his weuld-be
fermentors.

At an irom doer at the end of the
ecorridor, the officer halted aud faced
about.

“If there could be such & thing as
a comfortable cell here” he said In
low and kindly tones, “it's this one.”
He went oo earnestiy: *“Now 1 want
you to believe me when I tell you that
it Is with real regret that I put you
behind a doer of iron. But if I dida't
de It, somehody else would do It; and
it's possible that I cau he a little mere
decent abeut it tkan anether eofficer
would be.” N

“l realize all that, y'knew,” replied
ale, “and I'm very much obliged te
you. sherift.”

Flowers unlocked the deor, and Bill
ale walked In. Flowers locked the
door and went away.

Dale began to inspect his guarters.
To all appearances, they were at least
clean. There was a narrow bed coy-
vred with a pair of gray blaukets, 8
stool and a sonpbox, and oothing mere
The light In the corridor behind him

snaky black lines of bar-shadews

wvius that were given him. Thea Braéd
ley preduced a handful of cigars, and
twe of them were promptly lighted.

“New, sir,” said the eold lawyer, “1
feel like talking. Let's ses, you gave
your man Hayes erders te earry the
weork right along as theugh mothing
had happened, didn't you? And the
sheriff is to go back the day after to-
morrow te arrest twe or three Balls
and two or three Torreys, to see what
he ean find out eoncerning the dyma-
miting of the twe buudings and the
trestie—today was net a good time to
make the arrests. Am I cerrecti?™ -

“Correct,” nedded Dale.

Bradiey regarded his cigar thought-
fully.

“New,” he sald in a low tene, sud-
denly lifting his gase %0 the eother's
face., “tell me abeut the Shing that
breught yeu here. Dou't emit even the
slightest detail. Nobody ean everhear
you if you will held your veles dows.
These walls are very thish, you wses.
Well, yeu may begin.”

ia earefully guarded seses Bl
Dule gave a straightferward aceeant
of the whele wafertunate eccarrence.
The wmajor listened intently te every
werd of it, se lntently that he aliowed
his ecigar te go out. Often he stepped
his elient and asked kim %o repeat cer-
tain pertiens of the stery Ia esder
*hat he might be doudly swre of a3
peint.

As Majer Bradiey rese %o ash the
Juiler te come and lot him emt, Duie
muttered dewnheartedly:

“Tell me, major: what de you think
of my case? It loeks rather bad.
doesn’'t It?"

“Net bad emeugh te warramt yeur
feeling blue ever It, my bey!"” said
Bradley, shewing his polished white
teeth in a smile that was meant to be
reassuring. “l think we'll get you out
of it. Anyway, don't worry about It
Werry will kill a cat, they say! Yor
dido't kill Adam Ball. John Moreland
Lad taught yeu hew te shoot pretty
well; and If yeu took even half as
careful an alm as you think youw did,
you couldn’'t have missed Ball's hat by
se much.

“l have an idea, Dale,” be resumed.
“that If we knew whe fired that third
shet we'd know whe did fer Ball It
might have been @ote In order te save
you. Ball was neted, | understand, as
an uafair and trieky fighter. He might
have been trying te trick you when
be roes and fell greaning. Perbaps he
meant b0 draw you Into the opea, that
be might have a clean shet at you.
Er

Dale shoek his head goomiily.

“Hardly plausible, major. In thit
event there was nothing sgainst the
man whese bullet finished Ball, be
cause he did It to save me; and he

would like me well enough to
and save me from suffering fer
am sure of that, major.”
“AR, my bey," smiled
the two, “you don't yet kneow the moun-
tain beart. wlhnm%
the liberty-leving mountainesr.
leve of you. and love ‘of :
will soea evercome the fear
and you will be freed—if

- the Rslek partition walls aad the

his trial as Major Bradiey evidemtly
feit.© Then he beciine wven mere
Gejected. and he told himself that the
major had 0

merely to heip him keep up heart.

The night passed. and another bright
summer day dawned, and in the Car-
tersville jail there was one prisoner
whe had not slept at all. Each of
those ieng and heavy biack hours had
been au age te this prisoner to whem
Jall was se mew.

At neon a furiens windstorm, ae
companied hy much vivid lightning
and biindling rmin. sprang out of the
west and began (0 sweep the country-

side und out of the lowering wet gloom™
there came one to deliver Bill Dale, foller atter him and
fle was & mountaineer, young and sta)- ©0t bim .Ml o'
same

wart and strong. and shout him there
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done. When

was much of that certaln English fine- Adam Ball—

ness that was se striking In hig father.
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He entered the low. square buliding ?0 " nla:‘. I.i:wm R
reckon o *l a

of brick and stone and stiijped in the
center of the corridor, where he stood,
while water ran from his wet clothing
and gathered In littie pools ut his feet,

ond losked te his right and to kis lefy,
Dale saw him, and cried oumi in sap
prise:
*Caled 1™ B

Caled Moreland walked straight, his
head up and his shoulders back, a
splendid picture of virlle young man-
hood, ta the end of the corridor. He
gripped two of the door's hated bars,
bars that had long been worn smooth
by other human hands; he pressed his
smoothly shaven, sunburned face
against the lrem, and smlled.

“How are yo a-feslin’ by this time,
BT s seme D] of a piace, aln"t
hr
Dale ek a step toward Mm. “Well,
8 queen’s boudelr 1s nicer. What are
you deing hare, Cale?™
“I've come te ot you Sren” mid
Caieb Morviand.

Dale stared unbelleviagly. “But
that s impossidle, Cale. Hew eould
you set me free?

“Oall Tom FViewers, and I'l aight

Daiq ealied, and the officer came Im-
mediately. Caled Moreland turned

from the esll door and faced him.
“T've come hore %o owa up W the

good
very
supper
die M
peacs,
It
visiters
outside,
frent
last -
were = =
By S.The Borrower lugs oll
“There's ¥ = tile"li Eighty €ents a nd
me ..“_ g : r themr - Back when they  are
evening” sald Dale. wg_‘uk'u to Twenty-Five, and takes the
Bobody seems to be & e Lawo Mower in the Summer and Re-
mm.”' A" Y furns It in the Winter and borrows
The ch'-:"n.nnc gno.“r Sedays Newspaper and 857 Other ||
mest sharply l"ﬁ . Things and Never Drings Them Buck ||
&rieved over a sacrifyce, BUL* { No Mure No Time!
‘Dale sat up straight. “A sacrifice! 7 e
What do yeu mean? ; BE
This time the big hillman's angwer | Focoror O
came slowly. *“I mean 'at Cale he's | b A
a-takin’ all ¢ the load off ‘ yore | '4..~sl,\ insane
sheulders "at he can, Cale he's a-takin’ I ;"‘“ '
yore place In JaHl ontel the trial eomes | "OU™ 1 e :
off, whichll be at the October term | il v ;
© co'te. He trusts yousto come back | '
dene | and set him free on the day o' the I’"":‘" 1Y< :
fust, 3’ Tom. | trial. O’ course you'll do it; we haln't | "' ©
But 1 didn’t miss. I @en’t never miss. | Rever doubted that fo’ one little min- "_"‘” i
I'm a plumb tembstone shet. Thay |ute, BiL Bat it wasa't all done fo' LM‘.‘“.” S g ’
allus rules me eut at amy sheotin’ | yore sake. You're the hope o' the ©7° U Tl A
match. I'd ha' ewned up te Rt yeste’~ Morelands, and you can do & heap “y_mm“;”" s
day, but the thought & Jll had me | mere here ‘an Caled cap. i
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There’s nothing else like Camel QUALITY. And
there’s nothing else like Camels wonderful smoothness,

fine tobacco flavor and FREEDOM FROM CIGA- ‘:
RETTY, 'AFTERTASTE.»

That’s why Camel popularity is growing faster than

“We'll see,” sald Flowers.

Forthwith he dispatched @ deputy
for Judge Carter and Major Bradiey,
who hastened to the jail, ‘

later Caleb Moreland was

the occupant of the cell at the end of
the whitewashed corrider, and Dale
was mounting his bay herse Fox to
ride back Into the heart of the ever-
lasting hills. He'" arrived’ two hours
after nightfall. The Morelands were
glad to see him, and the Littlefords
were glad to see him. There was re-
joicing there In the broad walley that
lies between David Moreland’s moun-
‘taln and the Big Pine. Everybody had
been expecting him, and many were

eyes that had been watche

ing for him. He found himself sud-
@enly vishing, with a fightening at his

t his father ceuld know
bigger and bow much bet-

to be thus esteemed than |
tc be wealthy,

Luke took charge of his tired horse |
and led it away to the old fog barn e -
and to some fifteen ears of yellow
Luke's

father

“And 1 can tell ye this here. ef
sou're found gulity o killin' Adam
Ball, and seatenced o’ evir @ Vear
; the Morelands and the Lit:

a-goln’ to take ye from the oili
| turn ye Joose with a good, !
| on the law.™

“Wonldn't that be rather—"

Dale broke off because he had scen
the tal) figure of a man appear in the
open gateway. It was By Heck, and
he spoke,

“Hello, Jelin Moreland !

“Hello yeself™ growled Moreland,
who was not at all pleased at the In-

Sar

terruption. = :; RS S S T
by e mumse. Be baites 0 oo |} KNOW YOUR EYES /
e sy S Eyes Examined
[0S o <heriin and "
e gy Glasses Fitted
boy, them Balls hus done

everything on earth and Heuava
and In Torment ‘at ®hey'll
the law don’t. Igod, ye'd betts
out, Biil.” P
Jolin Moreland r
“Much obleeged to yc
pight to ye. Le's

;;;;;

Bill. 1 didn't think them d
eats had that mouch narve—and 1«
it.

hardly belleve It 3 It might
white licker a-tal
white licker
Heck's is, though h
Thelr kind'll make
his dead Inemies ou
and shoot ‘em up @
ain't a-goin’ to do a great d
Bill, ef ye don't light no !
ye go to hed. A man cain’t
Jest what's a-goin’ to hapg

“And the Ball-Torrey outf

bezan, when the Moreland ehief cut in;
“Ef the Ball-Torrey outt ers
you, they're every one ned
apt to die with what is knowed gen'al
1y In this section as the ritle-bullet Jis-
ease.”
‘ ‘C,"’H‘I.”I"’! ,‘\7 “
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