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THE FARMERS’

A welcome air of optimism per-
meates the annual report of the
Secretary of Agriculture. He is
of the opinion that good reason
exists for believing that the
worst of the farmers’ plight is
over and that ‘‘from now on”’
gradual improvement may be ex-
pected. There is very little
ground for doubting the accuracy
of this prognostication, and every
one hopes that it will be more
than realized.

To the bringing about of the
unsatisfactory agricultural con-
ditions that have for so long pre-
vailed many causes contributed.
Foremost among them were the
general unsettlement due to the
world war, increased freight
rates, the production of big crops
at high cost, the failure of foreign
mark >ts to anpsorb the American
surplus and _unemployment in
many manufacturing industries
with its inevitable coroliary of
lessened power to buy foodstuffs.
It surely is not unreasonable to
hope that as these causes one by
one disappear—as some of them
are already beginning to do
there will be a corresponding im-
provement in the condition of
the tiller of the soil and that
Secretary Wallace’s vision of a
new agricultural era will come to
pass.—Washington Post.
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TAXPAYERS WILL
NOT FEEL BURDEN

F LEQISLATURE ADOPTS FITZ
HUGH'S PLAN OF FINANC-
ING 8CHOOLS

PROSPECTS |

President 8tate Board Of Education
Explains To Governor
Ritchie.

DR. HENRY M. FITZHUGH
Westminster, Md., Nov. 28, 1921.
Governor Albert C. Ritchle,
Aanapolis, Maryland.
My dear Governor Ritchie:

At the time of discussion of the
scheol budget In your office last Wed-
mesday, you stated that the money
raised by direct taxation is by law
@edicated first, to the bonded debt re
quirements of the State, and secoadly,
to fhe schools. The conversation then
developed the fact that public educa-
tien is the only State activity that s
sugported principally out of the di-l
reetly levied tax, and that the institu- |
tioms caring for the sick, the indigent,
&he eriminal, the insane, agriculture,
higher education, etc., are supported
by funds raised by iIndirect taxation.
Later you asked me if I thought that
the public would stand for a ten-cent
raise In the tax rate in order to carry
out the proposed program of the State
Beard of Education. The implication
ocarried by this question was, I take
#t, that the demands of other State-
managed eoclal activities would =o
reduce the general fund that the
schools would dbe obliged to go direct-
Iy to the people for additional money.

I Gave, since leaving your office, |
beem considering the status of the |
school budget under the existing meth-
of of providing funds, and it seems
that the altuation, which possibly
might embarrass the Executive, the
Lagislature, and the school system is

substantially this:

Everything dut bond and school re- |
quirements is provided out of the fund |
ralsed by imdirect taxation. If, after !
overything else is provided for, any |
mohey remains in the general fund, |
that money goes to supplement nu!
amount ralsed by direct taxation for |
the support of the schools. The schools |
thea are sustained from two sources,
both variable. The first source, name-
Iy, the general fund, contributes a |
small proportion; and the second |
seurce, namely, the direct tax, a large |
propertion. The drst source is not
uader the close scrutiny of the taxpay- |
ors; the second, becauss it is on the
tax bill, is at all times under the |
eritical scrutiny not orly of the tax-
payers but of the politicians as well.
As both sources of income varp and |
as the first is by custom and law the
one that supplies the other =ocial ac
tivities of the State, it naturally fol-
lows that the schools, by rea-on of
belng the residuary legatee, s0 to
speak, are forced to levy taxes in di-
reet proportion to the degree of ex |
pansion that the necessities of the
sther organizations demand When
the schools, in order to mect the de-
mande of progress, are forced to fall
bask on funde derived from direct
taxes they are In position 1o be at-
tasked by the uninformed public as
being extravagant and as the sole
eause of the increased tax rate. The
first source depends on and varies in
proportion to the needs of other ae-
tivities; the second depends on and
varies with the experience. inclination,
and sense of expediency of tho-e who
decide at any particular time what
the rate is to be. |

Now there are some features about | (

the school system of the State that |
are, perhaps, occasionally lost sight of, |
but which by reason of their tmport
ance must be recognized:

Piret: It is in direct touch |
with & majority of the families of
the State.

Second: It deals directly with
about & quarter of a miilion chil-
drea and {s under the most critical
serutiny of their parents

Third: It is a means provided
7y & democracy to produce and
maintain such a constantly rising
level of intelligence and informa-

- $len as will insure & progressive

) bliic.di Coal-
acier of our national life.

Fousth It employs seven thou-
sand persons who to a very large
extent nfiuence the fundamental
thoughts and characters of a
quarter of a million children dur-

ing the most Impressionable
perod of their lives

F.ft1: It 1s the only institution
eharged by the State with a uni-
veraal compnlsoy oblization,
pamely, that of compelling the at

tendance at school of the children
between the ages of seven and
geventcen years, regardless of the
sect, color, social positioz or fi-
Bancial status of the parents; and
mos. parents send their children
to the publie schools

With the foregoing in mind, as @
member of a Board the funciion of
which it is to represent the p=ople In
the matter of publier education, to see
to It tiat the school facilities are ade
quate, and at the same time sensible
uniform and progressive, 1 wish to
protest against the method by which
the schools are filnanced bocause it
secems to be poor state policy to per
mit so fundamental an oblization as
the education of children to remain in
& less secure position as regards its
revenue than are such other activities
a8 the care of the sick, indigent, the

criminal, the insane, agriculture, high-

er education, etc. The present metiod

in effect discriminates against the

schools in favor of all other soclal

activities that are assumed by tne

State and financed by the public purse.
1 protest then:

First: That it seems to be
poor State policy to so arrange for
the financing of one fundamental
aclivity, i. e., the school system,
as to make it appear to the tax-
payers that its necessities are the
principal cause of increased di-
rect State taxation. .

Second: That it seems to be
poor State policy so to arrange
for the financing of an institution.

1. Whose work is vitally funda-
mental.

2. Which is in direct contact
with the majority of the people.

3. Which employs seven thou-
sand professionally trained peo-
ple of high grade.

4. Which is operated for the
#ole purpose of promoting the so-
clal efficiency of our people.

5. Which is now responsible
for the instruction of a quarter of
& million children.

6. Which s under the direct
scrutiny of practically our whole
population, and

7. Which provides a service
the acceptance of which is com-
pelled by law, as to require it to
be the only contender for money
rals¢d by unpopular and generally-
opposed direct taxation, and the
last 10 benefit by money raised by
generally invisible, uafelt, and
popular indirect taxation

Third: That it seems to be
poor State policy so to arrange
for the financing of the State edu-
cational system as to have it de-
pend on two varlable sources of
income, one of which diminishes
in direct proportion as the de
mands of other activities increase,
while the other depends directly
on the experience, inclination and
sense of expedlency of those who
have the power to decide what the
direct tax rate shall be at any
particular time. J

Fourth: That it seems to be

poor State policy so to arrange
for the financing of one funda-
mental State aided social activity,
I. e, the State educational system,
as to cause it to constantly irritate
the sore and sensitive pocket
nerves of the taxpayers, while all
the other State aided social activi-
ties sulelst on proceeds derived
from the taxpavers who are ob-
tunded by the anesthesia of indi-
rect taxation.

And | suggest:

1. That it might be better State
policy s¢ to arrange for the financing
of the several social activities that
€ach one, in the exact proportion that
it shares In the total State income,
be ratably represented in the direct
tax levy

2. That it might be better State
policy to have the average taxpayer
realize what proportion of the State
income supports each State activity.
(The average taxpayer has but litlle
thought and knowledze of the fact that
two-thirds of the State revenue is de
rived from indirect taxation, and is of
the opinion that public operations are
generally supported by the direct tax
that he pays each year. This lmpres
sion, while untrue, is the impression
of the majority of our people, and it
follows that the average taxpayers |
who now believe that the Stste im |
come is synonymous with the procecds |
of the direct levy, (el that the scuco's
are absorbing over 409 of the S:.t-u!
revenue, when, in rcality, they absorb !
less than 207, of it. Taerelore, H:Ll

averaze uainformed voter feels that
public edycation is an unduly expens

institution and until

this misap

prehension can be corrected, he will |
be unwilling to give the support that
the schools require.)

The above is submitted with a full |

]
realizatton that this i{s one of your
busy times, but 1 think you will, per

haps, acree that the

uportance of the !
» < and re |
the Siate-aided .*nl';ﬂ]i
lirect tax point of
» equitahle and ratat le[
ribut'on of the .eneral fund, justd

»AY M. FITZHUGH,
‘resident Siate T'oord of Education

|
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To aveid inbreeding, | will sell my Duret-
Jersey bred Bear, which is as fine as any in |
Maryland.

Pile Driver, Weight and Midlers.

James Hall & Son

CORNFIELD HARBOR, MD.

'All Good Things for Christmas

Candy

Fruit

J. G. Nuthall

STAPLE AND FANCY
GROCERIES

LEONARDTOWN, MD.

Nuts

MADDOX, MD.

CANDY ~NUTS

F. E. Thompson

COMPLETE XMAS LINE OF STAPLE AND
FANCY MERCHANDISE AND GROCERIES
Xmas Presents

TOYSsS

)
]
7

FRUIT

V. l. Greenwell

HOLLYWOOD, MD.

PRICES ?

“Cheaper Than When Grand-pop
. Bought  His First Cap Pistol !”

es, Nuts, Fruits, Fancy Groceries and the Fixin’s fﬁr that Fruit Cake

J. J. NORRIS

Complete Line General
Merchandise

XMAS SPECIALS
CANDY FRUITS NUTS GROCERIES

Special Prices on Shoes. Underwear, etc.

By Your (\hristm_as Goods

FROM

David Taetle

RIDGE, MD.

For Less Money

Beef

Phone 53w. Call us.

VEGETABLES OF ALL KINDS

Leonardtown Meat Markg(;

FIRST CLASS
Pork

{ . .DECORATED XMAS HAMS )
EXTRA! - SMOKED COUNTRY SAUSAGE !
| "ALL VARIETIES OF FRUITS )

Lamb

EX"le!

GREENS, CRANBERRIES, CELERY. &o.

\

We Will Take Care of Your O&der.

FOXWELL & COMPANY
General Merchandise

LEONARDTOWN, MD.

Now is the time to do vour buy-

Z. M. FOWLER & SON\!-

CHAPTICO, MD.

General Merchandise

TOYS NUTS

CANDY

Gifts for Xmas

FIREWORK

PRICES LOW

\LITY

EXCELLENT Q

ing ata low price. | am closing out

my stock prior to discontinuing the

mercantile, dry goods, notions and

hardware business.

Michael Shuman

SCOTLAND, MD.

Headquarters for Xmas Goods

Nuts Candy Toys Firecworks

GENFRAT NMERCHANDISE
A Fine Line from Which to Sclect Xmas Presents

HEADQUARTERS FOR

GLOVES HANDKERCHIEFS TOWEL SETS

PERFUMERY TOILET él{'l‘l( 'LES

In addition to our MILLINERY and DRESS GOODS
DEPARTMENT,

men, including Fine Silk Ties in Handsome Boxes.

we have a carefully selected line for

HARRY M. JONES

LEONARDTOWN, MD

F. T. WOODBURN

BRITTON, MD. |
|

General Merchandise

Xmas Specials
FRUITS NUTS FIREWGRKS

CANDIES |
8c Lb.—_TO——35¢ Lb.
SUGAR, 5 1-2¢c Lb. .
Extra Fine Ladies’ Handkerchiefs |

The Real Santa Claus

WILL BE AT

I. S. JOHNSON’S

ON

Tuesday, Dec. 20

Where He Wishes to See
The Children.

at Very Low Prices.
CANDY FRUIT NUTS, &c.

SPECIALS. Flavoring extracts,
I.emon and Vanilla, 2 for 25¢c:
Shoes, formerly $8 and $12, now
$4.50 (Ladies’). Special price on
Bear Brand Hosiery for Misses
and Boys—25¢ per pair, formerly

60c per pair. Special on Arbuckle
Coffee— 5¢ reduction from the
general price on all grades.
Sugar, 6¢ per pound. !
On Santa Claus day the new|
records will be plaved. I have a|
complete line of these at 75¢ each. !

L& Alens

lGe-enl Merchandise Leonardtown, Md.

It's Cheaper Here.”
DELIVERY SERVICE.

i
|
|
“When Cheap Elsewhere, |
i

Ratification Nisi

In the Circuit Court for St.

Mary's
County. No. 133 N. K,

Stewart Ellis, individually, and as!
next friend to Hall Ellis, Elizabeth
Saunders and Vera Saunders,

Plaintiffs,

VS, -

Mary G. Ellls, et. al.
Ordered this 6'h day of December,
1921, by the Circuit Court for St.
Mary’s county, Maryland, in Equity,
that the Special Auditor's Report and
Account, made and filed in the above
entitled case, be ratified and confirmed,
uniess cause to the contrary be shown
on or before the 2nd dny of
January, 1922; provided a copy of
this order be inserted in some news-

“Greater Southeast

ANACOSTIA

Wa, R WALDLS

HARDWARR
Stnctly Pure Ready-
Mixed Paints

OIL, GLASS, ELECTRICAL,
PLUMBERS’ AND
TINNERS’ SUPPLIES.
739 Eighth St S. K
WASHINGTON, D, C.

a buying centre.
satisfaction.

vaiues lhan ever before.

THE steady and progressive growth of Southeast
Washington has placed this community in front as

Its numerous stores and shops, dis-
playing every imaginable need, assure you genuine
Located at the very door of Southern
Maryland, Southeast Washington offers you greater

BUY - IN - SOUTHEAST - WASHINGTON

FREE PHONE
AIR and WATER LINCOLN 5771

STANDARD GASOLINE

Mazzullo Bros.
Service Station and

Garage
AUTOMOBILE ACCESSORIES,
OIL, GREASES, FORD PARTS

VULCANIZING.

1231 Good Hope Road S. E.
Anacostia, D. C.

THOS. F. MURRAY, SRe THOS. F. MURRAY, JR

. Artillery bridles,

U. S. Army Horse Goods

Fine double team harness, $15.50 per horse,
837.00 complete set: Regulation halters, £1.25:
$1.75: Regulation riding
saddles, #12; all bristle brushes, 75c: curry
combs, 20c; stable biunkets, $2.50; heavy all
leather collars, #4.25: ticker face collars, $2
to ¥4: cotlar pads, 40c and 50c. Big drop in all
Collars, Buggy Harness, Blankets, Auto Robes and Suit
S;ua. Largest line of Harness and Horse Clothing in

e

G. W. KING, Jr.
1204 Good Hope Road, Anacostia, D. C. Just ahter

Anacostia Quality Shop

MAX SIMON, .Prop.

Head-to-Foot Outfitters for the entire family. You can
save great money by taking advantage of the specially re-
duced prices we now have on our line of Wearing Apparel
and Shoes.

Sole Agents for W. .. Douglas and Emerson Shoes
1909-11-I3 Nicholas Ave. S. E.

Anacostia, D. C.

PHONE LINCOLN 126

Thomas F. Murray & Son
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
AND EMBALMERS
AUTO SERVICE AND CHAPEL
2007-11 Nicholas Ave. 5. E,  Washington, D. C.

GIFTS

FOR AL

— e s
— e e

rooLs
P CKET KNIVES
PrRCOLATORS
CARVING SETS
SAFETY RAZORS
PYREX GIFT SETS

SO0 BEBERLEY

Mail Orders Filled Promptiy

J. FRANK CAMPBELL

‘“The Place to Get Good Hardware”’

ANACOSTIA, D. C.

FLOOR COVERING,
FURNITURE AND STOVES
ANACOSTIA, D. C.

THOMPSON BROTHERS

1220-1226 Good Hope Road

Special Sale and Demonstration of the
Comfortable Kroehler Daven-O
The unexpected guest can easily be taken care of by making
vour living room an invisible bed room.
Merchandise as represented a good stock to select from.

Tidewater Bases Siop at Our Door.
Save time and money Thompson B[OS.

in Anacostia at

1220-26 Good Hope
Rd., Anacostia

Hayes

Men's Goods

Dry Goods

319 Po

Averge S

Big Stock

Room Size Tapestry Rugs

$14.50

-~

$18.50

Room Size Axminster Rugs

$32,50

BED COMFORTS

WINDOW SHADES

The Home of Good Underwear

|.ow Prices

$21.50

$36.50

BLANKETS

paver published in Saint Mary's
county oOnce a week for four success-
ive weeks before the said 2nd day of
January, 1922,

JOS. M. MATTINGLY, Clerk.

True Copv- Test:
JOS. M. MATTINGLY, Clerk.
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