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Tle Troybles of Verimond.

troversy - between Vermont and
Doe New York

[cowcrrpen. ]

“We, as messengers, laid before the
above committee an extract of the min-
utes of His Majesty’s Council of the

rovince of New I;:rkEof ?]m 2d in-
stant, ther with His Excellency gov-
ernor 'i‘urg;;m's letter of the same date, di-
rected 10 the inhabitants of Benuington,
&e., and " after reading the same, the
above committee and a numerous con-
course of the inhabitants of the adjacent
country and other spectators, gave a full
~woid wrmnimmons vote i favor of the
pers aforesaid ; and the thanks of t:hp
people were presented to us for our dili-
gence in procuring these papers. Peave
was also recommended on the whole New
Hampshire Grants, by all who were
resent; when the whole artillery of
ennington, with the small arms were
several times discharged in honor of the
overnor and council of New York.—
glt-ahhm the king—Health to governor
Tryon—Health to the couneil of New
York—Universal peace and plenty, lib-
erty and prosperity, by sundry respecta-
ble gentlemen, some of whom were from
neighboring provinces,
Sreruex Fay,
Joxas Fay.”

During these transactions at New
York, intelligence was brought to Ben-
nington that Mr. Kockburn, a noted sur-
veyur in the employment of New York
claimants, was engaged in laying out
land in some of the northern townships.
Ethan Allen collected a small party, went
in pursuit of the surveyor, overtook him,
broke his instruments and made him
prisoner. He was brought to Castleton,
tried and sentenced to banishment, and
was to suffer death if eaught within the
Grants, but at this juncture hearing of
the success of the mission to New Y::)rk.
they rescinded the harsh sentence, and
dismissed the surveyor.

During this expedition, Allen’s party
dispossessed the tenants of an intruder
at the lower falls on Otter Creek, where
Vergennes now stands. The lands here
had been granted by New Hampshire in
1761, and a settlement commenced under
said grant, and a saw-mill erected as ear-
lvas 1769, Shortly after, Col. Reed,
¢laiming under a subsequent grant from
New York, foreibly drove off the New
Hampshire settlers and put his own ten-
anis 1n possession. They had exiended
the settlement, erected several log houses
and a grist-mill. These were in turn
ordererd off by Allen, their houses burnt,
their mill-stones broken by being thrown
over the fulls, and Pangborn, the New
Hampshire proprietor, again put in pos-
session of his saw-mill.

Intelligence of these transactions soon
reached governor Tryon, who, on the
11th of August, 1772, addressed a letter
of sharp rebuke to the inhabitants of the
Grants and required them forthwith w
put Col. Reed’s tenants “‘intu re-posses-
sion of their lands and tenements.” On
the reception of this letter, the commit-
tees of the several towns assembled at
Manchester, and on the 27th of August
a bold and decisive, bus conciliatory an-
ewor wus d, in which they con-
tended, that there was no breach of faithi
on their part, because none was plighted
till after those transactions, when on the
15th of July, the proposition of govern-
or Tyron was accepted, and that the

rs were the New York claimants,
who had undertaken to survey and take
possession of the disputed domain, de-
claring unequivocally their determination
neither to break articles of public fith,
insult governmental authority, nor aban-
don their property to the mercy of New

York land-jobbers. They, moreover,

declined restoring Col. Reed’s tenants
their Eposneuion. not doubting that when
His Excellency came to understand that
they were really intruders, he would ap-
prove their conduet.

To the above-mentioned communica-
tion an answer from the governor was
respectiully requesied, but it dves not
appear that he saw fit to comply ; and
this abortive attempt at reconciliation
seems only 1o have widened the breach
and increased the animosity between the
parties. New York now resorted to the
expedient of appointing several promi-
nent settlers to office for the purpose of
buying them over to their interests, To
counteract these designs, and to provide
for an effective resistance to the Yorkers,
a convention was assembled at Manches-
ter, on the 21stof October, 1772, which,
among other things, decreed that no per-
son on the Grants should aceept or hold
-any office under the authority of New
York : “and all civil and military offi-
cers, who had acted under the authority
of New York, were required to suspend
their fanctions, on the pain of being
viewed. It was also decreed ‘‘that no
person should wke grauts, or confirma-
tion of grants, under the government of
New York”

Punjshment for the infraction of these
ovat, Shompt it 1t et ek b6 sepia
: it must not i
for the first offence, b

In CHAPTER IV,

Ju'ly’ !m. N- Mmhn"

%als had been dis at the lower
fillson Otter Creck, as mentioned in the
receding chapler, induced a number of

: h emigraus, who had hlbly‘ arrived
M New York, o accompany bim to Oi-
cter Creek for, the purpose of repossessing
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the property which he claimed there.—
On their arrival the New Hampshire set-
tlers were a second time compelled 1o
abandon the place, and Col. Reed, hav-
ing repaired the grist-mill and re-instated
the mill stones by means of hooping
them, left the Scotchmen, with orders o
keep pussession and continue the im-
rovements,

Intelligence of these transactions soon
reached Bennington, whereupon Eihan
Allen, 8eth Warner, Remember Baker,
and a number of others immediately pro-
ceeded to the place for the purpose of
again dispossessing the New York intru-
ders and restoring the rightful owners.
They compelled the miller to break tite
mill-stone into small pieces with a sledge
and throw them down the [alls, and com-
manded them not to repair the mill again
*‘on pain of suffering the displeasure of
the Green Mountain Boys.” The Scotch
geitlers, who had not vemoved their fam-
ilies from New York, on hearing the na-
ture of the controversy, declared they
had been deceived, and abandoning all
claim to the lands, retired, and aiter-
wards settled on the Mohawk river.

To prevent a recurrence of these
scenes, Allen and his party caused a
small block-house to be erected at the
falls, which was garrisoned by a few men
and subsequenily afforded tull protection
to these settlements ayainst the “York- |
ere.” At this period the richlandson |
the Winooski, or Onion river, were als
tracling much attention, and several per-
sons in and about Bennington, and others |
in Connecticut, had made purchases
there under New Hampshire titles ; and
there is a tradition that the intelligence
of Col. Reed’s second intrusion was con-
veyed to Bennington by Ira Allen, who
returning from exploring those lands pre-

ratory to a setilement, and arriving at
the falls on Outer Creek on a dark and
stormy evening, sought shelier and re-
freshment at the settlement there, which
was then the most northerly on the west
side of the mountains. He knocked at
the door aud instead of being met by his
friends, who had been re-insiated by the
Green Mountain Boys, as mentioned in
the preceding sectign, was met by the
thrust of a sword in the hand of some
person within, which luckily did him no
injury. Afier making known his condi-
tion he was admitted, but to his surprise
he found the place in possession of a
number of Scotchmen. Here he passed
thenight and then proceeded to Benning-
ton with the iuntelligence.

. After having secured the New Hamp-
shire settlers in their pussessions on Ot-
ter Creek, and with a view to prevent the
intrusion of New York claimants upon
the lands on the Winooski river, Allen
and Baker proceeded thither, with their
men and erected a block-house near the
lower falls on that stream, It stood on
the Colchester side of the river, in the
midst of what is now called “Winooski
Village ;" and had thirty-two port-holes
in the upper story.  The settlement upon
this river was commenced the uext year,
1774, and upon the breaking out of the
revolution, in 1775, the block-house, be
ing furnished with arms and ammuni-
tion, afforded the se:tlers shelter and pro-
tection till the settlement was abandoned
in 1776.

In consequence of the second expul-
sion of Col. Reed’s tenants, governor
Tryon applied to general Haldimand, the
military commander-in-chief, for a mili-
tary force to protect the New York claim-
ants in their possessions, but the general,
doubting the propriety of employing the
regular troops for such a purpose, re-
fused to comply with His Excellency’s
wishes.

Clarendon and vicinity was settled by

ple who were generally in favor of

New York. Those in the south part of |
Clarendon held their lands under deeds |
from Col. Henry H. Lydius, who pre-

A committee of the general assembly

of New York, on the 5th day of Februa-

ry, 1774, several resolutions, ex-
pressive of their opinion of what they
were pleasad to call the lawless and riot-

ous proceedings of the *‘Bennington

Mob; and among other things, they de-
sired his Excelleacy, the governor, to of-
far, by proclamation, a reward for appre-
hending and securing the ringleaders, in
those transactions, in the jail at Albany.
This committee also recommended thata
law should be passed, the object of which
should be, more effectusliy ““to suppress
riotous and disorderly proceedings, and
to bring offenders w condign puuish-
ment.”

A knowledge of the doings of this
committee having reached the settlers,
through the public prints, a general meet-
ing of the commitices of the several
townships, was held at the house of Eli-
akim Wellers, in Manchester, March 1st,
1774, and afterwards by adjournment, at
Jehial Hawley's in Arlingwn, on the 3d
Wednesday of the same month. At this
meeting, was drawn up a sketch of the
proceedings previvus to this period, and,
after recommending 10 the government
of New York to wait the determination
of his Majesty, before proceeding to fur-

Under such eircumstances, the threat-
enings and arbiirary laws of that govern-
ment were far from inspiring terror.—
They were rather regarded by the settlers
with contempt, and, instead of palsying,
they tended to nerve the arm of resist-
ance, Indeed, the idea of submission
seems never, for 8 moment, to have been
entertained by these brave and deter-
mined veterans. Having been long in-
ured to wils and hardships, they were
prepared to encounter difficulties and
dangers with unflinching resolution and
tirmness. And so very highly did they
prize their personal rights and liberties,
that, rather than surrender them to the
arbitrary claims of New York, they al-
most unanimously, resoived™ to meet
death, if necessary, in their defence.

These views and feelings are fully man-
ifested in the remoustrance which they
made against the foregoing law, as will
appear from a few briel extracts, taken
from that fearless and spirited produc-
tion. After poriraying, in their peculiar
style, the character of the New York
government, they proceeded to say,
“that by legerdemain, bribery and de-
ception, they have extended their domiu-
ions farand wide. 'They have wrangled
with, and encroached upon, the neigh-
boring governments, and have used all

ther extremities, it was resolved, “‘that as
a country, we will stand by and defend
our friends and peighbors w
dicted at the expense of our lives an
fortunes.”” It was also resolved *‘that
for the future every Decessary prepara-

ute’s warning, to aid aud defend those
friends of ours, who, for theiractivily in
the great and yeneral cause, are falsely
denominated rioters.” Iu was at the
same lime agreed, that they should act
only on the delensive, aud should en-
courage the execution of the laws in civil
cases, und also in criminal prosecutions
“that were so indeed.”

While the convention of the New
Hampshire grants was discussing and
adopting these resolutions, the general
assembly of New York was proceeding
w carry into etfect the resolutions of the
5th of February'; and on the Oth of
March 1774, they enacted a law which
put an end to all prospects of reconcilia-
ton. This extraordinary law, (which
15 of o great length o be inseried en-
tire, ) enacted, among other things equal-
ly sanguinary and despor.ic.--thar. it dany
person, or persons, oppose any civil offi-
cer of New York, in the discharge of his
official duty, ‘“or wiltully burn or destroy
the gram, corn or hay, of any other
persons being in any inclosure ; or if
any persons unlawfully, riotously and wu-
multuously assembled together to the
disturbance of the public peace, shall,
unlawlully and with foree, demolish, or
pull down, or begin to demolish or pull
down any dwelling-house, barn, stable,
grist-mill, saw-mill, or out-house, within
either of the said counties of Albany
and Charlotte ; that then each of said
offences shall be adjudged felony, with-
out benefit of clergy, and the offenders
therein shall be adjudged felons, and
shall suffer death, as in cases of felony,
without benefit of clergy.”

It was made the duty of the governor
to publish the names of such persons, in
the public papers, as were indicted in
either of the counties of Albany or Char-
lotte, for any offence made capital by this
or any other law, withan order in coun-
cil commanding such offender, or offend-
ers, to surrender themselves respectively,
within the space of seventy days next
after the publication thereof. This order
was to be forwarded to the sheriffs and
posted up in several publie places. ““And
in case such offenders shall not respee-

[tively surrender themselves, he or they,

so neglecting, or refusing, shall from the
day appointed for his surrendry, as afore-
said, be adjudged, deemed and, (if in-

tended to derive his title from governor
Pownal of Massachusetts, and their
township was called Durham. The north
part of Clarendon and a part of Rutland
had been granted by New York under
the name of Soeial-borough.
the priucipal men of Durham and Social- |
borough having accepied offices and thus
recognized the jurisdiction of New York,
and frequent disturbances having arisen
in that juarter, in the fall of 1773, Al
len and Baker raised a force of one hun-
dred men for the pu of compellin
the Durhamites, fs m were Pacaﬂedg.
either by terror or force to recognise the
New Hampshire title. On the advance
of this force they, who held offices under
New York, fled. Allen and his party
remained several days, and after sundry
exhorwtions and' threatenings, returned
without inflicting any serious injury
upon the persons or property of the in-
habitants.

The leaders of the Durhamites fled to
New York, and lsid before the governor
and council & full statement of the out-
rages commitied by what they were

o call the “‘Bennington mob.”

be government of New York regarded
these ou as open acts of treason and
rebellion, which eould no longer be en-
dured. They looked upon the Green
Mountain Boys as & lawless bandiui, and,
confiding in their own strength, and mis-
caleulating the power and resistance of a
few determined spirits acfing on the de-
resolved to bring to merited pun-
ishment, For this purpose they 1;::-
ceedea to adopt measures “‘the most mi-
and ic of ‘any thing which
had ever appeared in the Bnu:E Colo-
= " -4

nies,

Some of I

dicted for a capital offence hereafter to

perpetrated, ) eonvicted of felony, and
shall suffer death, as in cases of persons
convicted of felony by verdict and judg-
ment, without benefitof clergy.

All erimes committed oun the grants,
were, by this act, permitted. to be tried
in the county, and by the courts of Al-
bany ; and the courts were empowered
by it to award execulion against such as
should be indicted for capital offences,

and who should not surrender themselves |

in conformity to the orderof the gover-
nor and council, in the same manner as
if they had been convicted on a fair and
and impartial trial. A proclamation was
at the same lime issued by the governor
of New York, offering a reward of £50
each for apprehending and securing
Ethan Allen, Seth Warner, Remember
Baker, Robert Cochran, Peleg Sunder-
land, 8ylvanus Brown, James Brecken-
ridge, and James Smith, whom they con-
sidered the most obnoxious of the set-
ters.

We have already observed that the
passage of the foregoing law put an end
to all p of reconciliation, or sub-
mission to the claims of New York. It
was regarded by the settlers on the New
Hampshire grants, as originating solely
in the avance of a set of unprincipled
speculators, who coveted their lands with
their valuable im nis ; and as de-

i to terrify them into submission.
were satisfied that the popular sen-

they timent was in their favor, that the

body of -the of New York felt no
interest in enforcing the claims of that
vince to the lands in question, and

rmer rience had proved that the
militia could not be brought to act
against them with any effect.

R -

tion be made, and that our inhabiants |

hold themselves in readiness, ata min- | _. -
8 Y | vengeance on their guilt

manner of deceit aod fraud to accom-

ho are in- | plish their designs. Their tenants groan
d | under their usury and oppression, and
| they have gained, as well as merited, the

disapprobation and abhorrence of their
neighbors, The innocent blood they
have already shed, ealls for Heaven’s
heads ; and,
if they should come forth 1n arms against
us, thousands of their injured neighbors

{will join with us, to cut off and exterm’-
'nate such an execrable race of men from
| the face of the earth."”

Again, says that document : “we there-
fore advertise such officers, and all per-
sons whatsoever, that we are resolved to
inflict immediate death on whomsoever
may aitempt the same ; (thatis, the ap-

prehension of any of the persons indict-
{ed as rioters.) And provided any of us,
!or our party shall be taken, and we have
'not notice sufficient to relieve them ; or
whether we relieve them or pot, we are
resolved to surround such person, or per-

or their own house, or houses, or any
{where that we can find him, or them,
‘and shoot such pergpp.ar persons, dead.
i And furthermore, we will Aill and de-
| sfroy any person or persons whomsoaver,
i that shall presume to be accessary, aid-
ling or assisting in dking any one of us,
las aforesaid ; for, by these presents, we
|give any such dispased person, or per-
{sons, to understand, that although they
|have a license by the law aforesaid, w
{ kill us : and an ‘indemnificativn’ for such
{murder, from the same authority, yet
they have no indemnification for so doing

from the Green Momtain Boys ; for our

{ lives, liberties and property are as verily
'precious o us as to any of the king's
subjects ; but if the governmental au-
| thority of New York insist upon killing
us, to take possession of our “vineyards"
—lat them come on; we are ready for a
game of scalping with them, for our
| martial spirits glow with bitter indigna-
tion and consummags fury, to blast their
linfernal projects* *°

The remonstrance, from which the
foregoing are extraets, was dated the
26th day of April, 1774, and signed by
Ethan Allen and six others. About this
time a plan was concerted to avoid the
‘jurisdiction of New York, by having the
New Hampshire grants, and that part of
i’New York lying east of Hudson river,
erected into a separate royal government.
To effect this objecy Philip Skeen, a
'colonel in one of the king’s regiments,
‘and the owner of large possessions on
lake Champlsin, went over to Great
Britain, and seems o have met with
'some success ; but nothing decisive had
/been done when the revolution com-
menced, which put an end to the nego-
tiation.

The opposition to the claims of New
York hitherto beem confined, prin-
cigally, to the inhabitants on the west
side of the mountains. The seitlers on
{the grants in the vicinity of Conneeticut
river, bad, many of them, surtendered
|their original charters, and had taken
{néw. ones under the authority of New
York. In several of the towps they
subrfitted quietly to the jurisdiction of
that colony, and stood, in & measure, un-
concerned speetators of the controversy
in which the settders on the more west-
erly grants, were so deeply involved.—
And where this was not the case, they
had not yet been driven to desperation by
the executive officers of New York.—
They were not, however, indifferent to
the policy of Great Britain towards her
American Colonies. The settlers on the
New Hampshire were, generlly,
emigrants l.r:: the o:ir New mn:
provinces, i i
with their kmdz‘:f’aﬁ .‘Iz‘;{ms‘m were
by no means backward in imbibing the
growing spirit of opposition to the op-
pressive and arbitrary measures pursued
by the mother country towards her colo-
nies,
odm affeirs of the colonies had assum-

so alarming an aspect, M%
deighia on s 50 of Sepember,

on ' e . 1774,

to consult’ upon measures for the com-
mon ssfety. The ting of this con-
gress was followed by an almost univer-
sal suspension of the royal authority in
all the colonies, excepting New York,
which refased its assent w the

! measures
mmeadnd-b_ylblhud.y.ndgbg

gons, as shall take them, whether at his, |

courts of justice were either shut up or
adjourned without doing any business,
The first interpretation of this kind in
the colony of New York, happened in
the county of Cumberland, on the New
Hampshire grants.

The stated session of the court for that
county was to have been holden at West-
minister, on the 13th of March, 1775.
Much dissatisfaction prevailed in the
county because New York had refused o
adopt the resolves of the continental Con-
gress, and exertions were made to dis-
suade the judges from holding the court.
But, as they persisted in doing it, some
of the inhabitants of Westminister and
ihe adjacent towns, ok ion of
the court house at an early bour in order
to prevent t.rix': officers of the court from
entering. € court party soon & -
ed before the court house, arm p:?:h
guns, swords and pistols, and command-
ed the people to disperse. But, as they
refused to obey, some harsh language
passedr between them, and the court
party retired to their quarters.

The people then had an interview with
judge Chandler, who assured them that
they might have quiet possession of the
house till morning, when the court should
c¢ome in without arms, and should hear
what they had to lay before them. But,
contrary lo this deciaration, about eleven
o'clock at night, the sheriff. with the
other officers of the court, attended by an
armed force, repaired to the court house.
| Being refused admjjttance, some of the
| party fired into the house and killed one
man snd wounded several others. The
wounded men they seized and dragged
to prison, with some others who dig not
succeed in making their escape.

By means of those who escaped, the
news of this massacre was quickly
spread, and before noon the next day, a
large body of armed men had collected.
A jury of inquest brought in a verdict,
that the man was murdered by the court
| party. Several of the officers were made

prisouers and confined in the jail at
| Northampton, in Massachuseuts, But,
 upon the application to the Chief Justice
of New York, they were released from
prison and returned home,

These proceedings aroused the spirit
of opposition to New York throughout
the grants on the east side of the moun-
{tains. A meeting of committees from
| the several townships was held at West-
lminsu:r. on the 11th of April, 1775, at
{whicha number of spirited resolutions
were adoptéd relative to the late unhappy
| transactions. Among other things it was
{ voted, “That it is the duty of the inhab-
\itants, &s predicated on the eternal and
\immutable law of self-preservation,
' wholly to renounce and resist the admin-

istration of the government of New York,

until such times as the lives and property
of the inhabitants may be secured by it.”
' A committee was also appointed, of which
Ethan Allen was one, to remonstraie to
the court of Great Britain against that
government and to petition his Majesty,
“to be taken out of so oppressive a ju-
risdiction and either annexed to some
other jurisdiction; or incorporated into &
new one."”

Thus were the settlers on the east side
of the mountains driven to make com-
mon cause with their hrethren on the
west, in opposing the government of New
York. The irdignation of the settlers
throughout the New Hampshire grants
was now raised to the highest pitch, and
probably the commencement of the
American war at-Lexington, on the 19th
of April, was the orly thir(lig which pre-
vented the parties proceeding to open
hostilities. E‘abis event produced a shock
which was felt throughout the colonies ;
local and provincial contests were atonce
swallowed up by the novelty, the grand-
eur and the importance of the contest
thus opened between Great Britain and
her American colonies,

CHAPTER V.

It has already been remarked that, al-
though several establishments had been
made in Vermont previous to that time,
the commencement of the settlement may
properly be dated from the conquest of
Canadain 1760. In that year, the whole
number of settlers on the territory of
Vermont did not exceed 300 persons, and
although the settlement began from that
time sensibly to advance, 1t was by no
means rapid till after the treaty of 5
in 1763, by which Canada was to
Great Britain. In 1764, settlements had
been commenced in many of the wown-
ahigs on Connecticut river as far north
as Newbury, and in several townships on
the west side of the Green Mountains, in
the county of Bennington.

In 1765, the government of New
York, having acquired authority from
the British crown to exercise jurisdiction
over the New Hampshire grants as far
eastward as Counecticut river, com-
menced the division of the territory into
counties, as meationed in chapter third.
The divison lives between the counties
were, however, 2 matter of little conse-

towards the eldse of this period,
for when the government of New York
found the oppusitiod to their measures so
settlers on the grants, they seem to hay
E:::h court of Albany county juris-
iction over the whole tract of country.
od county of Albamy, so y us
by the Vermont '“rnpblamrl
the controversy with New York.

Previous to the 1770, mmly:
any setements hndy:rem made on the
west side of the Green Mountaing to the

vington. During the next year, 1771,
settlements were comme in several
townships in Rutland county, and this
year was taken the first censusof the in-
habitants on the grants on the east side
of the mountains. By this enumeration
it appears that Cumberland county con-
tained, in 1771, 3,947 inhabitants, and
Gloucester county 722, and it was esti-
mated that these two counties contained
at that time two-thirds of the people in
the whole district. The whole number
of inhabitants must therefore have been
about 7000,

No complete census was taken till the
year 1791, and hence it is impossible to
determine the precise population of Ver-
mont at the time of the commencement
of the Ameriean Revolution. But asthe
settlements were rapidly extending dur-
ing the five years succeeding the year
1771, we may safely conclude, that the
whole population of Vermont, at the
commencement of the war was at least
20,000. About the close of the war we
find the population incidentally estima-
ted by Doct. Williamsat 30,000 souls.

The settlers on the New Hampshire
grants were a brave, hardy, but unculti-
vated race of men. They kuew little of
the etiquetta of refined society, were
blessed with fow of the advantages of
edueation, and were destitute of the ele-
gancies, and in most casesof the com-
mon conveniences of life. They were
sensible that they must -rely upon the
labor of their own hands for their daily
subsistence, and for the accumulation of
property. They possessed minds which
were naturally strong and active, and
they were aroused to the exercise of their
highest encrgies by the difficulties which
they were compelled to encounter. The
controversy in which they were engaged
involved their dearest rights. On its
issue depended not only their titles to
their possessions, but, in many cases,
their personal liberty and safety. Though
unskilled in the rules of logic, their rea-
soning was strong and conclusive, and
they possessed the courage and persever-
ance necessary for carrying their plans
and decisions into execu.don.

We have already observed that, at the
head of the opposition to the proceedings
of New York, stood Ethan Allen, a man
obviously fitted by nature for the circum-
stances and exigencies of the times.—
Bold, ardent and unyielding, he possess-
ed an unusual degree of vigor both of
body and mind, and an unlimited confi-
dence in his own abilities. With these
qualifications, the then existing state of
the settlement rendered him peculiarly
fitted to become a prominent and suc-
cessful leader. During the progress of
the econtroversy, Allen wrote and dis-
persed several pamphlets, in which he
exhibited, in & manner uliar to him-
self, and well sunited to the state of public
feeling, the injustice and cruelty of the
claims and proceedings of New York.—
And although these pamphlets are un-
worthy of notice as literary productions,
yet, they were atthe time extensively
circulated, and contributed much to in-
form the minds, arouse the zesl, and
unite the efforts of the settlers.

The bold and unpolished roughness of
Allen’s writings were well suited to give
a just description of the views and pro-
ceedings of a band of ulating and
unprincipled land-jobbers. His method
of writing was likewise well adapted to
the condition and feelings of the settlers,
and probably exerted a greater influence
over their opinions and conduet, than the
same sentiments would have done clothed
in the chaste style of classic elegance.—
Nor did it differ greatly in style, or liter-
ary merit, from the pamphlets which
came from New York, But although
Allen wrote with asperity and freedom,
there was something generous and noble
in his conduct, He refrained from every
thing which had the appearance of mean-
ness, injustice, cruelty or abuse towards
those who fell into his power, and pro-
tested against the same in others.

Nextto Allen, Seth Warner seems to
have acted the most icuous
among the settlers, He, 1&' Alle'.]:r.:
firm and resolute, fully determined that
the decisions of New York against the set-
tlers should never beca.rri:g‘ into execu-
tion, But while Allen was daring and
sometimes rash and imprudent, Warner
was always cool, calm gnd comparatively
cautious, After Warner was proscribed
as a rioter, as related in & ing chap-
ter, an officer from New York attempted
to apprehend him. He, conmsidering it
an affair of open hostility, defended him-
Mimt the officer, and in turn at-

th dewmded ‘:gd disarm _adl:ffm ; brdl.
wil irit erosi a sold-
ier, hes sI;d his ]ig.en .
_ After Ezh::b' Agen uﬁt:m g:hh Warner,
Do on the New ire 18,
upm close of this period, lctad‘m (]
more distinguished part, or was more
serviceable o the than Bemem-

an enterprize and was always in readi-
ness for any emergency. Being a joi

and mill-wri y trade, } :
first mills which were erected at Arling-
ton and Pawlet, and was i

woneer in many | th

lands in dispute, till His Majesty™s fur-
ther m&n should be known respect-
ingI em. But in despite of royal orders
and the remonstrancss of the settlers on
the grants, New York continued to assert
and to endeavor to enforee her claims,
and the repeated but vain attempts at ro-
conciliation, served only to embitterthe
resentment of the contending parties,
and produce a state of more
ided and alarming. :

The affairs of 2:‘ inhabitants of the
grants ap| to been managed,
during lhmiod. by committees l&
pointed i the several towns,and w
met in convention as_oecasion required,
to adopt measures for the common de-
fence sod welfare, The resolutions sud
decrees of these couventions were re-

as the law of the lsnd, and their
infraction was du,;t punished with ex-
emplary severity. The punishment most
frequently inflicted was the application
of the ‘“beech seal’’ to the naked back,
and banishment from the grasts, This
mode of punishment derived its name
from allusion to the great seal of the
Province of New Hampshire, which was
affixed to the charters of the townships
granted by the guvernor of the prov-
ince, of which the deeck rod well Jaid
upon the naked backsof the * Forkers,”
and their adherents, was humorously
considered a confirmation.

That the reader may have a just idea
of the summary msoner in which the
convention and commitiees proceeded
against those who violated their decrees,
we will lay before them lhﬁksm;tsnoe of
Benjamin Hough, asa sample. Itappears
Lhatla}ﬁugh. E resided ig the vicinity
of Clarendon, and who wasa violent
Yorker, went to New York in the winter
of 1774, for the purpose of obtaining
the aid of
Green Mountain Boys, and that on the
9th day of March, the very day of the
passage of the extraordinary law of
which we have already in this
chaptér, he accepted the of justice
of the peace for the county of Charlotte
under the suthority of New York. On
his return he proceeded to executa his
new office within the grants, in defiance
of the decree of the convention, which
forbade it. He was repeatedly warned
to desist, but being found incorrigible,
he was arrested and carried before a
commiutee of safety at Sunderland. The
decree of the convention and the charges
against the prisoner being read in his

resence, he acknowledged that he had

n active in promoting the passage of
the law above mentioned, and in the
discharge of his duties as istrate,
but pleaded the jurisdiction of New
York over the Grant, in justification of
his conduet. This plea having no weight
with the commitiee, they brroeeeded to
pronounce upon him the following sen-
tence, viz: “That the prisoner be taken
from the bar of this committee of safety
and be tied to a tree, and there, on_his
naked back, receive two hundred stripes;
his back being dressed, he should depart
out of the district, and on returi, without

ial leave of the convention, suffer
death.” This sentence was forthwith
carried into execution, with unsparing
severity, in the presence of a large con-
course of people. Hough asked and
received the following written eertificate
of his punishment, signed by Allen aud
Warner:

“SuspErLAxD, 30th of Jan., 1775,

“‘This may certify to the inhabitants of
the New Hampshire Grants, that Benja-
min Hough hath this day received a full

unishment for his crimes committed

erelofore against this country, and our
inhabitants are ordered to give him, the
said Hough, a free and unmolested pass-
port towards the city of New York, or to
the westward of our grants, he behaving
himself as becometh. Given under our
hands the day and date aforesaid.

“Ernax ALies,
. “&" W mn

On the delivery of the paper, Allen
sarcastically observed that the certificate
together with the receipt om hig back,
would no doubt be admitted as legal evi-
dence before the supreme court and the
governor and council of New York,
though the King’s warrant to Gov, Went-
and his excellency’s sign  manusl
with the great seal of the province of

New Hampslire would not.
Hon%: repaired immediately fo the
city of New York, where he under

oath, s minuta sccount of transac-
tions above mentioned, and this matter,
together with the iculars of the
transactions at Westminster on the 13th
of March, was made the subject of &
rpecial message to the colonial assembly
byLiogs. Gar. Colden. 20w Assembly.
subjects on
resolved

{c

spprehending
e i |

vernment against the,
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