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er by a suceessful villainy, the proceeds of
— | which he refnsed to share wit!
Asplrations,

q:l ﬁ. r make himself ocbnoxious to them, wheth- | ears of a buffalo calf sgainst his that he
Doedry. |

10 deg. above gero, i
O for repose in some eonl shade, ' and hints were not sufficient to drive him

By fuiry bands for lovers made;

Aud witness plighted lovers' vows,

And limid squirrels gambol round

Un mosey trunks and leal-elsd ground;
Wher rippling streams meandering low,

| some crime, which they themselves had
And fragrant zephyrs gently blow: !

them, or |

perpetrated ngainst him. Their hate was |

' can’t do it again !

| which those who koew Lim best

| after looking st it quietly, remarked,

“If yon mean by that to bet your own
by the hateful contrast of the propriety ol'| ears against mine, I'Il take you up,” said
Writton for the HErALD o¥ FuzEnox, July 15, | Dis course, he was forthwith surrounded, | Jack, lsughing, while the men conld not
j5ga hermometer, in the shade, standing st | threatened, had his stock driven off or| resist joining him. Hinch glared around
| killed wantonly; and if these anpoyances; him with a fierce, chafed lock, be{a;o

uailed,
away, they would publicly warn him to | and with compressed lps lilenti;‘lmded
Where wood-nymphs @it among the boughs, | 12ave the country in a certain number ol’| his gne. A new tarzet was put up, st
| days, under the ponalty of being scourged | which, after long and careful nim, he fired.

|or shot. The common pretext for this| The shot was a fine one, Ths edge of
| was the accusation of having committed | the ball bad just broke thecenter. Jack,

Al these things he managed, throngh the
clamors of hisscoundrelly troops, to have
laid directly or indirectly to Jack’s door.

But in the popular estimation they
counted nothing, in fixing the charge of
dangerous malice upon poor Long, in com-
parison with one incident. About this
time not only Hinch himself, but every
other person who bad made himself con-
spicuous, by iosisting upon Jack’s guilt,
and the necessity of punishipg him sum-
marily, began to lose, every day or two,
valuable stock, which was wantonly shot
down sometimes in sight of their houses ;
snd it soon began to bs remarked that

tors left him: telling his wife, that if
they were not out of the country in tem
days he should be shot He did go within
the specified time; and, as was said, re-
turned with his family to Arkansas, where
his wife's father lived. The incident was
soon forgotten in Bhelby county, amid the
constant recurrence of similar scenes,
About four months after this affair, in
company with an adventurons friend, 1
was traversing Western Texas. Oar ob-
Jjects were to see the country, and amuse
ourselves in hunting for a time over any
district we found well adapted for s par-

behind me, and tore off acroes the prairie
as if he too had seen the devil” »

“What color was he 7 exclaimed half-
a-dozen voices in a breath,

“He was too far off for me ta distinguish
more than that be was a dark horse—say
ahont as much so s mine. I eould dis-
tinguish the pummel of the saddle and
the stirrups flying "

“Stoner's horse was a dark bay,” was
buzzed around the table, in low tones,
every one locking seriously in his neigh-
bor's face. .

“¥es!"” said the squire, rising and step-
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sive fellow thoy hung and cut down four
orfive times to make him confess; bat
vothing was elicited; and they left him
with barely a spark of life,

That evening as they were returning to
their head quarters at the store, one of
them numed Winter, missed a portion of
his horse farniture, which become
sccidentally detachod. He said he ob-
served it in its place a mila back; that ha
would return and get it and rejoin them
at the store by thé time they should be
ready to commence the spres they had
determined on going into that night. He

other identified with Jack Long; for the
notorlety of his favorite mark and his
matchless skill instantly ocenrred fo all,
scoounting for much that was unaccount-
ablein thess ocourrences. This produced
n great change in pubiic feeling. The
batter sort began to coneeive that they nn-
derstood the whole matter. The lynching
Jack had recoivad was fresh in their
memories, and they supposed that its se-
verity had shaken his mental balance and
made him a maniac, and that the disease
had endowed him with the marvelons can-
ning, thestaunch, murderous hate, and the

“Plumbing the center is my fashion; ticular sport—as for bear-hunting, deer- E:'Ds uneasily to the window. “Stoner's | left them and never returned, They soon | unnatural appearance which had created
Whore no intrusive inseot fHiss, entirely ruthless, and never stopped ahort! I'll show you a kivk or two, Captain|every animal lost in that way, Aad Bem | bunting, byffulo-hanting, &c, Either of e was a good deal like yours ; he must | got drunk, and did not pmicnlnlg'uoticu such sensation, They could not under-
And his envenomed bill spplies, | of accomplishing its purposes; and io | Hinch, about the clear thing in shootin’, | shot in the eye! This was instantly aso- these ani are to be found in greater| have got away from him, and that detains
Nor wanton, vagrant steps intrade, | many a bloody fray acd cruel outrage had

To mar my peacefal quietude. l the qnestion of their supremacy been

Here, in thie solitude profound, | mooted, until at last thers were but few

Wilh natars's miustrois all seonad, | loft to dispute with them. aud thevityr-
Here, oft with soeial friends 14 =it | snnized ll; wl“" ith them, and yyr

And spead the hours with mirth and wit;
Ur pussing hours, perchance, I'd spend
With books, by favorite authors penned;
Or, Tar from noiseand eare reelined,
With babbling brooks to soothe the mind
I'd lay me down in soft reposs,

Perbaps 1I'd alecp s while—who knows?
Oh, whero % this enchanted ground?

In Kansas bowors may it be found?

he was called, who neither recognized nor
denied their power, and, indeed, never
troubled himself about them one way or
the other, He kept himselfl to himself,
hunting inecessantly, and nobody knew
much about him. Jack had comeof a
“wild turkey breed,” (as the Western

Give ua another board thers, boys.”

Another wes sst up, and after throwing
out his gun on the level, in the same

id, careless style as befure, and when the

I eager crowd around the target announced

Among these few were Jack Long, as| that he had driven the center cross clear

out, he turned upon his heel and, with a
lsasant nod to Hinch, started to walk off.
he ruffian shouted hosrsely after him,

“I thought you were a d——d coward !

You've made two good shots by accident,

and you now sneak off to brag yon've beat

me, Come back, gir! You can't shoot

ciated, of conrse, with Jack’s well known
and curions predilection for

A mesting was at once convened at
“the store,” of which the planter was
chairman ; and at it, by & unanimous vote,
a resolution was passed condemning Jack
Long to be whipped and driven out of the
country, and Hinch and his regulators ap-

inted to carry it into effect! He could
rardly contain himsell for joy; for now,

ark iwf greater ad vantage in peculiar regions ; and
| hunti: [’} : mdMar Wers anxions termeke oursolves
e Eori

abundance, and of conrse pursued to

familiar with all the modes of life in the
country, we made it a point in passing
throngh to stop wherever the promise of
anything specially interesting offered it-
sell. Prairies, timbor aud water were
better distributed in Shelby than any oth-
er county we bhad passed through—the
timber predominating over the prairie,
though interlaid by itin every dirsction.

him. Bat then, the nag was a very kind
cresturs, and well trained, I wonder it
should have behaved so”

“Don't believe ‘bay* would have done
it, squire,” said one of the men. “Some-
thing’'s gone wrong, I think! Was the
bridle down, Mr, Heury #°

“It was too far off for me totell, I fol-
lowed in the direction the horse took, and
soon found mysell bere, and expected to
find it here, too."”

“No, Btoner's is beyond here,” said the

1

|

his absence until some time next day, when
his family, alarmed by the return of his
horse with an nmp'gl saddle, sent to in-
quire after him, is sort of inquiries
had come to be so significant of late, that
they wers instantly sobered and mounting
rode back on their trail. Very soona
swarm of buzzands and wolves, near a
live of thicket ahead, designated the
wheroabouts of the object of their search,
and they found his flsshless bones soat-
tered on every side. They were appalled.

Tho reddest, bloated cheek smong them

stand how a beiog so simple hearted and
sluggish as he was reputed to be, could
have been roused or stung to such deeds
by the mere depth and power of his natu-
ral passi Bnt monomanie ornot, such
a vengeance and the daring conduct of the
whole affair, were very imposing to their
associations and pre ons, and they
sympathized heartily with him. It was
only while the general uncertainty left
every man in donbt whether his own per-
son might not be next the object of this
murderous aim, that the public were dis-
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whatever exirome his pitiless malignity
might choose to indulge itsell in, he had
no fear of after-claps or questioning. The
meeting had been a mere form at any
rate, But these “formalities™ are all-
powerful everywhere, and unsettled and

This diversity of surface attracted a great-
er variety and quantity of game, as well
as afforded more perfect facilities to the
sportsman. Indeed, it struck us o perfect
hunter's paradize ; and my friamg‘ hap-
pening to remember a man of some wealth,

0 toll me, grant my one desire,
And let me to its shade retire,

L. Ketvoda.

squire. “That wagoun trail you wera turn. | blanched. It was terrible! They scomed
iug and twisting abont in, is a road T had | to be doomed. Three of their number
opened to & namber of board trees we out | dead and torn to picces within ten days,
and rived out there; yon mighthave fol- | and yet not the slightest clue to the re-
lowed it for hours and not been more than | lentless and invisible foe, but that ghostly

term is for & roving family,) and though | before & muzzle half as true !

still a young man, had pushed on ahead| Jack walked on without noticing this
of the settlements of two Territories, and | mortal insult and challenge, whila Hinch
had at last followed the game towards :he\ laughed tauntingly long and lond —jeer-
south, and finding it abundant in Shelby | ing him with exultfal bitterness as long

sod to back the rangers in whatever vio-
{:at measures they might choose to resort
to, to drag the secret to light, and the
actor to punishment; butnow thatit was
apparent his whole hate was leveled

Lawrexc, Jaly 15th, 1859,
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SHOT IN THE IYE,
A True Siory d;m Border Life,

BY €, WILKINS EIMI,

My word for it, reader, I should never
have veutared to construct a professed ro- |
manee out of ivcidents so wild and strange |
as those of this nareation. It is only with
the hope that you will accept in good faith
the assurnncs given in the same spirit,
that these things really did occur while 1
was in the conniry, and most of them
within my personal knowledge, that I
wventurs to relate them ot all. Remember,
the scene is laid in a frontier county in
Texas, and if you have even a remote con-
ception of the history of that republic and
the general character of its social ele-
ments, you will be prepared for a good
deal. But, though you might even bave
visited ita cities and older settlemeuts, |
you would still find it difficult to realize |
all that is tue of frontier life, unless, by
extending travel and experience, your
faith should be forfeited. When youcan
have to say, as I can, “what mine eyecs
have seen and ears heard,” on that ground

would have stopped at the foot of the
Rocky Mountains, had it been necessary
to pursue it so far. He had pever been
in the habit of asking leave of any power
where he shonld settle, and of course
scarcely thought of the necessity of doing
80 now, but quietly set to work and built
him a nice log cabin, as far off from every
body as he could get; and the first thing
that was known of him be had his pretty
young wife and two little ones snugly
stowed away in it, and was slaying the
deer and bear right and left.

The honest brotherhood bad made sev-
eral attempts to feel Jack's pulse and as-
certain his availability ; but he had al-
waysseemed 0 impassively good natured
and put them off £0 pleasantly that they
could find no ground for either disturking
or guarrcling with him. What is more, |
he was physically rather an ugly lovking
“oustomer,” with six feet four inches of
brawn and bone; though the inclination
just discoverable in his figure to corpun-
lency, together with a broad, full, good-
humored face, gave an air of sluggishness
to his energies, and an expression of easy
simplicity to his temper, which offered
neither invitation to gratuitous insnlt nor

alone you will be “fit andience though |
fow,” to receive, as matters of course, re-'|
lations which would, doubtless, for a mo-
ment, shock others as moostrous in im-|
probubility, if not, indeed, impoasibility.

The man of high cultivation will find great | knowladze of himssl thers iust | 8kill which had robbed him of his proud-
difficulty in understanding how such a| nscr'mceerfaiu i;,hl:: rht,-:,_u;c}..:wl:dg?&fgmml est boast, thal of being the best ll:nlrlnl-
deed as I am aboul to relate, requiring | hring forth as he did, sud wera not spe- | AR on the frontier; nnd he swore, in
months to consummate, wonld have been | giully jeslous of the honor of having it | base vindictive hate, to dog him to death
carried through in the face of law and the | frst “tosted upon their own permr.s?w or make bim leave the country. Soon af-
local suthorities; butthe man who knows | that Jack Long might have been left for| 1T this a valuable horse, belonging to s
this frontier will tell him that therifle| mayy a day in qui:t, even in this formi- | Tich and powerful planter, disappeared.—

aud the bowie-knifs are all the law and |

local aulln-rillics recoguized. Witness the | sion for marksmanship at the expense of | promised with the regulators, paying so
answer President Houston gave, when ap- | the dumb, wild things around him, but | mitch black-mail for excmption from their

plication was made to him for his inter. |
Eosilibu with the civil force to guell the

loody “regulator wars” which afterwards
sprung up in this very same country—
“fight it out among vourselves and be
d——d to you"—a speech entirely char-
acteristic of the man and the country, ns
it then was | It was in the earlier stages |
of the organization of this same “regula-
tor” association that gur story commenees,

Shalby county, lying in western Texas,
on the border of the “red lands,” was mth- |
of thinly settled in the latter part of '39,
What population it had was generally the |
worst cast of border life. The bad and
desperate men who had been driven from
our frontier formed a rallying-ground and
head-quarters here—seemingly with the
determination to hold the eounty good
against the intrusion of ull the honest per-
sons, and, aa a sort of “Alastia” of the
West, for the protection of outlaws and
villains of every grade. And, indeed, to
such an exteat had this proseription been
carried, that it had become notorionsly as
much s a maw's life or conscience was
worth who settled among them with any
other purpess in view ; for he must either
fall into their confederacy, leave, or die!
This was perfectly understood ; and the
objects of this confederacy may be readi-
Iy apprecisted, when it is known that eve-
vy now and then a party of men would
gally out from this settlement, painted
and equipped like Camanchees, with a
view of carrying off the horses, plundering
or murdering some marked men of a
neighboring county; then returning with
great speed, they would re-brand their
plunder, resuma their aconstomed appear-

county, had stopped there, just as h"l

us he conld make himseif heard, as “a
flash in the pan'—*a dunghill cock who
had spread white feathers,” while the men,
who had been surprised into profound re-
spect for Long, and were now still more
astonished at what they considered his
“backing out,” joined clamorously in hoot-
ing his retreat,

The fools! They made a fatal mis-
take in supposing he left the insult nnre-
sented for any fear for himsell. Jack Long
had a young wife at home, and his love
for her was stronger than bis resentment
for his own dignity, His passions were
slow, and had never been fully aroused—
none of them, at leass, but his love, and
that presented her instantly, forlorn and
deserted, with her little ones, in this wild
country, should he throw away his life
with such fearful odds; and secing the
turn the affair was likely to take, he pru-
dently determined to get away before it
bad gone too far. But had any of those
men seau the gpasm of ngouy which shiy-
vred across his massive features, as these
gibbering voices ravg upon his ears in in-
sult which no proud, free hunter might en.
dure, they wonld bave tuken the hint, to
bewars of chafing the silently foaming
boar any longer.

provocation to dislike. He was the very
personstion of inoffensive, loyal bonesty, |
slumbering on its conscious strength ; and |
these men, without exactly knowing why, |
felt some little disivelination to waking
him. He had pnever beon aroused to a

dable neighborhood, to cultivate his pa&t

for an unfortuoate display be was acciden-
tally induced to make of it.

Happening to fall short of ammunition |
he went one day to “the store” for a fresh
supply. This cabin, together with the
blacksmith's shop aud one or two other
huts, constituted the “county town,"” and |
as powderand liquor were only to be had |
there, it was the contral resort of the reg-
ulators, Jack found them all collected
for a shooting match, in preparation for|
which they were getting drunk as fast as |
possible to steady their perves. [‘linch,i
the regulator captain, had slways been the
hero of such oceasions; for, in midition!
to being a first-rate shot, it was known|
that it would be a dangerous exertion of
akill for any man to beat him, for he was
a furions and vindictive bully, and would
not fail to make a personal aifuir of it with
any one who should mortify his vanity
by carryiog off the prize from bhim. In
addition, the band of scoundrels he com-
manded was entirely at his gervice in any
extreme, o that they made fearful odds
for & single man to contend with, |

Every body else in the country was
awsare of this state of things but Jack
Lovg, and he either didn't know or dida't
cars, After they had fired several rounds
he went lounging listlessly into the
crowd which had gathered around the
target, exclaimivg in admiration over
the last brilliant shot of Hinch, which
was triumphantly the best, The bully
was, as usual, blustering vehemently,
taunting every one around him, and when
be saw Jack looking very coolly at the
famous shot, with no care of that deferen-

This was an ill-starred day for Jack,
though from this day troubles began to
thicken about him. The even tenor of
his simple, happy life was destroyed, and
dignity and courage followed each other
fast, Hinch never forzave the unlucky

He was une of those nien who had com-

elementary as was the condition of socie-
ty here, this ruffian leader of ruffians felt
the necessity of acting under their sano-
tion, though himself had dictated it. e
could and would have consnmmated his
purposes without it ; but the faint life of

who had removed from his native county
and settled, as he understood, in Shelby,

a mile or so from the place you started
from. That ghost of yours, by the way,

we inquired for him, and very readily
found him. [

Whatever else may be said or thonght |
of the Texans, they are unguestionably |

conscience within him—by a ies of
logic peculiar to itself—felt relieved of |
the grievous responsibility of such a erime

in the sense of participating with so many

others, Mauy a man has gone to thel,
devil in a crowd, who would have been

horrified at undertaking the journey alone, |
It was the third day after the mesting.
Jack, during all' these persecutions, had
| deported himself with the most stoical in-
difference. Avoiding all intercourse with
the settlers, he had contioued to hunt
with even more assiduity than usual, and
was in a _great measure ignorant of the!
unenviable notoriety he was enjoying. Ha |
| had heard something of the charge with|
which his character had been assniled, |
but attributed them all to the jealous en-
mity he had incurred at the shooting-
mateh. He could understand perfectly
how one man conld hate another who
bad beat him shooting, and thonght it
natural enough ; but he conld not under-
stand bow that batred might be meanly
and desperately vindictive, and therefore
gave himself no nneasiness about it, He
was only anxions that his wife shonld not
hear and be annoyed by any of these
things, and preserved his usual cheerfol-
ness of demeanor,

He had just returned from hunting, and
laying nside his accoutrements, partook of
the simple meal her neat housewifery
had prepared for him ; then etretching
himself upon the buffalo robe on the floor,
romped with his two rosy cheeked boys,
who rolled over his great body, and gam-
boled and screamed in riotous joy arcund
him ; but mother wanted some water

depredations, and protection against oth.
ers of the same stamp; and he now ap- |
plied to Hinch for ths recovery of his|
horse and the pupishment of the thief— |
This Hinch, under their contract, was
bound to do and promised to sccomplish
forthwith, He aud some of his men went
off on the trail of the missing horse, and
returning next day, announced that they
had followed it with all their skill through
& grest many windings, evidently intend-
ed to throw off pursuit, and at last traced
it to Jack Long's picket fence, and there
could be no doubt he was a thief, The
planter knew nothing of Jack, but that he
was & now comer, and demanded that he
should be forced to give up the horse, and
punished to the extremity of the frontier
code. But this was not Hinch's polioy
yet awhile. He knew the proofs were
not strong enough to make the charge
plausible, even before the Lynch court, of
which he himself was both prosecutor,
judge and executioner. His object was
first 1o get up & hue and cry against Long,
snd, under cover of a general excitement,
accomplish his devilish purposes without
question or mock trial even. 8o that, af-
ter a great deal of maneyvering, for cight
or ten days, during which time the charge
agaivst Long was industricusly cireulated
by his myrmidons, 8o ns to attract general
attention and expectation as to the result
of his investigations—he proclaimed far
and wide that he had found the horse at
last, hid in a timber bottom near Long's
This, of eourse, sesmed strong confirma-
tion of his guilt, and though ths mob wera
most of them horse thieves, to all intents,
yet it was an unpardouable cerime for any

from the branch, and the frolic must be
given over while Jack would go and
bring it. So jumping up, he left the lit-
tle fulks pouting willfully as they looked |
after him from the door, and started. The
stream was only sbout a hundred yards
from the house, and the path leading to
it was through a dense, high thicket. It
was against Jack’s religion ever to leave
his house without his gun; but the wife
whom he loved above all the nniverss of
sentiment and everything elss, was in n
hurry for the water, sud the distance was
so short, 50 he sprang gaily ont with the
vessel in his hand, leaving the rifle be-
bind. The water had been dipped up,
and he was returning along the namow
path closely bordered with brush, when
he felt a light tap on each sboulder, and
his career strongly impeded. He had just
time to perceive that a lasso had been
thrown over him, which would confice
his arms, when he saw himself suddenly
surrounded and rushed upon by a number
of men. He instantly recogunized the
voice of IHinch, shouting “down with
him! Drag him down!” as the mgn
who had hold of the lasso about his body
jerked at it violently in the effort to throw
him, As it was, he dragzed the six stout
men, who held it, after his fravtic bounds
nearly to his own door, befors he was
rostrated, and then it was by a heavy
low dealt him over ths head with the
butt of a zun. The last objects which met
his eve as be sank down, were the horri-
fied®aces of his two children and wife
looking out npon him !
The blow deprived him of his senses
for some time, and when he recovered he
found hiroself half stripped, and lashed

most hospitable, We were frankly and |
kindly received, and horees, servants, |
guns, dogs, and whatever else was neces-
sary to vnsure our enjoymont of the sports
of the ceuntry, as well as the time of our
host himself, were forthwith at onr dis-
posal, and we were soon, to onr hearts’
content, engaged in every character of ex-
citing chase,

One day we had sll turned out for a
deer-drive. This hunt, in which dogs ars
uged for driving the game out of the tim-
ber, scatters the hunters very much ; they
are stationed at different “stands,” which |
are sometimes miles apart, to watch for
the deer passing out; for this reason the
party seldom geta together again until
pight, We divided in'the morping, and
skirted up opposite sides of a wide balt of
bottom timber—while the “drivers” and
dogs penetrated it, to rouse the deer,
which ran out on eitherside by the stands,
which were known to the hunters. We
were unusually successful, snd returned
to a late diuner at our host’s, the planter's
house. By dusk all were in, except my
friend, whose name was Henry, and a
man uamed Stoner, one of the neighbors,
who had joined the hunt. Dinner was
ready, and we sat down to it, supposing
they would be in, in a few minutes. The
meal was nearly over, when Heory, who
was & gay, voluble fellow, came bustling
into the room, and, with a slightly flarried
manner, addressed our host :

“Squire, thiz is a strange country of
yours! Do yon let crazy people range it
with guns in their hands 2

“Not when we know it. Why?
What about crazy people? You look ex-
cited.”

“Well, I think T have had enough to
make one feel a little curions.”

“What is it? Whatisit ?” exclaimed
evervbody eagerly.

“Why, I have met with either the Old
Harry himself, a ghost, or a madman;
which it is, I am confoundedly puzzled
to tell 27

“Where ? How 2?7

He threw himself into a chair, wiped
the perspiration from his forehead, and
continued.

“You know, Stoner snd myself, when
we parted from you all this morning, took
up the right hand side of the bottom tim-
ber. Well, Stoner accompanied me to
my ‘stand,’ where we parted ; he to go on
to his, and I have seen nothing of him
since. Soon after he left me, a deer pass-
ed out—I shot—wounded it, and jumped
on my horse to pursue it. The deer had
staggered at my fire, but he was not so
badly wounded as I supposed, and led me
off, until it suddenly occurred to me that
I might get lost, and I reined up; but I
soon found that this sober second thought
had come too latz, and that T was already
out of my latitude. T wandered about
nearly all dav, though taking care not to
go very farin any one direction, before I
came across anything that promised to set
moe right again. [ at [ast came upon a
wagon trail, and felt relieved, for T knew
it must take me to some poiot whers 1
could gef information. The trail was nar-
row, leading through scrubby thickets;
and I was riding nlong slowly, looking
down, in the hope of detecting the tracks

may be some crazy fellow, who has wan-
dered off into these parts, with mischief
io him. Did vou hear no gun 7

“] thonght I did—about an hour after

parting with that man, or devil, or what- |

ever he was—hbut the sound was so faint
and distant, that for fear I might be mis-
taken I did ot go o it; and the road had

tumed so f{requently, I could not tell
whether it was in the direction he went
off or not.”

Here the “driver” interposed, saying | was in no small degree heightened by the
that he heard a rifle about that time on | report that this man hed been shot iu the
the right, but, supposing it to be Henry | same way as the others—in the back of
or Stoner, he thought no more about it, | the heud

And a half-laughing dizeussion followed |

as to the probable character of the wood- | able, that I own I felt no little gympathy
ghost Henry had reported of, soms assert- | with the popular association of a super-
ing that he was quizzing us—for these | natural agency in their parpatration.—
men were too much accustomed to the | Hanry langhed st all this, but insisted
exigencies of a bunter's life to be for more | that it was 1 maniac, and to account for
than a moment serionsly affected by the | the

circumstance of Btopner's non-arrival.

“Hilloa ! followed.,

The squire rose hastily and went out. Tu
amoment after he entered, looking pale
and excited,

“Tom Dix (one of Btoner's neighbors) | it was against them alone that his enmity
says that his horse has come home with- | was directed. The story of Henry was
otit a rider, the reins npon his neck, and s | greatly improved upon and added to, and
clot of blood upon the pummel of the|ps some reports had it, the madman, as

saddle! Boys, he's been shot! Justasl)|
suspected from the first.” |

Everybody arose at the announcement,
looking in the face of him opposite with
a blank pallid stare.

“Strange.”

“Very mysterious business I said oth-
ors.

“I tell you what,” said the squire after
s pause, “has strock me from the first.—
It is that this strange looking fellow Hen-
ry saw, mistook him for Stoner, until he
locked into his face, for Heory's horse and
general appearance are not unlike his, and [
when he found he was wrong, got out of
his way and went on till he met Stoner
himself, and has shot him.”

“No doubt of it! said several.

“But is a very mysterious affair,”” con- |
tinned he, “I know of no such looking
man in this region as Henry deseribad; |
but at any rate he will ba hunted down
to-morrow, for Stoner was one of the
regulators, and Hinch is a perfect blood
hound. He can hardly escape bim, crazy
or not crazy."

This seemed to be the most satisfactory
solution of the difficulty, and as it was
too dark for us to do any thing that night
we resumed our seats to discuss over again
the details; while the squire sent off a
messenger summoniog Hinch and the regu-
lators to be on the ground early in the
morning.

Befors sunrise in the morning, Hinch
arrived with six men. [ was waked by
his loud blustering and swearing. He
was, a5 [ afterwards understood raving
about Henry; calling his story about the
meeting with the remarkable personage
all humbug, and asserting his bolief that
if the murder had been committed, Hen-
ry wos its suthor. Ouar host quicted him
in some way, and when we came out to
join them he grested us with a snarling
sort of civility. He was a thick set, broad
shouldered, burly-looking wretch, with
blood-shot eyes, and face bearing all the
marks of riotous debauchery, Our search
was for sevaral hours unsuccessful, until

In| whole management, related many ango-
the midst of this, a horse’s feet were heard | dotes of the proverbial cunning of mad-
gallopping up to the door, and a loud | men,

lethicket, passing out of sight again before
“The orazy man! ejaculated several | the observer could recover from hia sur-
1{::*1“; then mounted, he was seen flying
| 1i

seen with their own eyes these wonderful

story of Henry's, aud the tracks which
only served to tantalize them. It must
be some dread snpernatural visitation of
their hideous crimes, They shivered
while great dropa started from their fore-
head, and without thinking of looking for
any trail, or even gathering up the bones,
they started buck at full ?ced, spreading
the alarm every whers, The excitement
now became universal and tremendous,—
Nearly the whole conotry tumed out for
the purpose of unraveling this alarming
mystery ; and the suporstitions frenzy

These incidents were all 8o unaecount-

culiar dexterity of his escape and

The wildest, most absurd, sod in-
credible stories were now afloat among
the people concerning this deadly and
subtle foeof the regulators; forit was now
universally believed and remarked, that

others, the bearded ghost, was seen in a
half & dozen places at the same time;
now on foot, stalking emormous stridea
across some open glade from thicket to

ke a shadow of a summer cloud over the
prairie, or beneath the gloom of forests,
alwaya haggard, and lean, dressed in skins
with the hair on, and that long, heavy,
tarrible rifle on his shoulder. I noticed
that there was only one class of men who
ventured to sssert that they had sctually

sights, aud that was constituted of those
who either had suffered, or from their
characters and pursuite, were most likely
to suffer perscontion from the regulators—
the class of hunter emigrants. These
men wers most industrious in embellish.
ing all the ciroumstances of characters,
feats and relentleas batrod to tho regu-
lators, a8 highly as the excited credulity
of the public would bear. They never
saw him except in the vicinity of the
homes of some ono of these hated tyrants.
In their version this being was forever
hovering around them, waiting the mo-
ment to strike while they were alone and
far from any help.

They carried this thing 5o far as to at-
tract attention to it, and aroused in the
cunning mind of Hinch the same suspicion
which occurred to Henry and myself,
namely, that all of this was the result of
a profoundly acute and well organized
scheme of this class, headed by some man
of peculiar personalities and consummate
skill, with the object of exterminating or
driving off the regulators. It seemed im-
possible, that without collusion with many
others, the murderer should have been
able to o baffle our pursnit. Hinch and
his band had been thoroughly cowed and
awed; bot the moment this idea ocourred
to them, the reaction of their base foars
was savage exultation. Here was some-
thing tangible; their open and united force
could essily exterminate sn enemy who
had ackvowledged their weakness in re-

to look up, and hinted that they

when the noble animal he rode t :
the States become fatiguad, sssisting !us
flights and concealments, and furnishing
him with information, as well as spreading
the exaggerated stories about him. One
bluff, old fellow remarked :

inst the rangers, and all that nncartain-
:}s!wu confined to them, be he the devil,
ghost, madman or Jack Long, the public
had no intention of interfering sgain. It
was a porsonal issus between him and
them; they mightsettle it betwoon them-
selves. Indeed, men felt in theirinmost
hearts that every manof the ten engaged
inthe lynching of Jack Long, deserved a
dozen times to be shot; and now they
looked on coolly, rather enjoyingthe thing,
and earnestly hoping that Jack might
have the bestof it
And of this thers seomad to bo a strong
probability, for the regulators made only

one attempt to get together ; but auother

of their number beingkilled on his way to
the rendezvous, his body bearing that well
known and fearful siguature of skill, the
remaining five, perfectly unnerved and

overwhelmed with terror, relreated to

their houses, and scarcely dared for seve-

ral weeks to put their heads outside their
own doors,

The class to which Jack bad belonged,
at least those of them who had managed
to. keep a footing during the relentless
proseription of the regulators, now be 3

known of Jatk's return from the time of

Stoner's murder, aod had aided and abet-
ted his

urposes in every way in their
power ; furnishing him with fregh horses,
k from

“ You are fools to talk about Jack’s be-
ingorazy! Te's as calm and as cold as

a frosty morning ap in old Kentuck ; and
his head's as clear as a bell!
got his Tndian fightin® and tory hatin’ blood
waked up in bim by them stripes, That's
a blood, you know, that's dangemomer
than a catamonnt, when it once getsriz !"

He has just

Jack was now frequently seen, but it

was known that his work was only hall
done, and that he meant to finish it, and
Lo was regarded with grest curiosity sud
awo, The five wretched men were en-
tirely unstrung aud panio-stricken, The
made no attempt at retaliation, but all
their hopes seemed to lie in the effort to
get out of his reach. That long, heavy
rifis haunted them day and night. They
gaw its dark muzzle bearing on them from
every bush, and through the chinks of
their own cabins!

One of them, named White, who was

an inveterats toper, with all his terror,
could not resist his inclination for liquor,
aud, after o confinerment i his house of
nearly three weeks, determined to risk all
and go to the store and buy him a barrel.
He went i a covered wagon, driven by s
negro, while hie lay stretched on the bot-
tom, in tho straw.  The barrel of liquor
was obtained ; he gotinto the wagon, la
down beside it, snd started for home, All
the way, ho never raised his head, until
pear the mouth of his lase. A log
been placed on the side of the road, which
tilted up the wagon, in passing over it, so
a8 to roll the barrel on him. He forgot
his eaution, and sprang up, with his head
out of the cover, i0 curss the boy for 't;l“
carolessness ; and at that momont & rifle
was discharged. Ho fell back dead—shot
through the eye. The boy said that his
master suddenly cat short his oaths, and
exclaimed “ There be is ! at the moment
the gun was firsd. He was a tall man,
with s beard banging down on his breast,
dressed in skins, walki

off through the

"
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: oy Tkt ; : of some of your horses, when the viclent | Henry by accident found the place where | sorting to secret combination and sssas- | bushes, with hisrifle on bis shoulder.
ance, or defy pursuit or investigation,— | i8] admiration in his expression which | 5re to practice professionslly among them- | to a tree s short distance from his house. | shying of my horse caused me to mise| he h?d sncountered the od ghost o8 | sination from “the bush.” They forth- The next man, named Garret, sbout two 1
Not oaly did they band together for their | Was demanded, he snatched up the board | 1y g0 that ng was loudly depounc- | Hinch in front of him, with a knotted eyes. And, by George! it was

operations io this way, but a single man
would carry off a horse or commit a mur-
der with & most open andacity, and if he

and thrusting it insnltingly close to his
face, roared out—
“Here! You Jack Long-Shanks, look

ed, and threatened on every side, and or-
dered to leave the couatry forthwith,

rope in his hand, his wife on the ground,
wailing and clinging with piteous en-

my
enough to have ‘stampeded’ a regiment of
horse | On tite left of the trail stood a

some one christened him. Here one of
the keen eyed hunters fonnd the tracesof a
largemoccasined foot. These were pursu-

with proclasimed “war to the knife,” with
the whole ciass; and during tha mext
week several outrages, so revolting that

weeks after this, got up one morning about

sunrise, and, in his shirt sleeves, stepped
to the door, and threw it of

to breathe

These proceedings Jack by no means | treaty round the monster's knees, his chil- | vory tall skeleton figure, dressed in skins; | ed several miles and lost, but on spreading | I will not detail them, were perpetrated | fresh air. He was rubbing his eyes, being
only succeeded in eseaping here, was pub- at that! Take a good look! Can you comprebended, “ug’fell. di.lpjt;oed to be dmn’ weeping by her, and outside this o:?fuul advanced, as if be had stopped | our line and cootinning the same general | upon thess men in different parts of the | about balf ssleep ; and, when he gotthem
licly protected. I do not mean to be un- | beat it K h moved by; but gave them one and all to | group a circle of men with guos in their| in the act of stepping across it, and a long | course for some distance further, we st | country; and the fact, that during this | fairly open, there stood the gannt nul:ignu
derstood thet tha whole population at| Jack drew back with a quiet laugh and | ypderstand, that he meant to remain| hands. That fearful awakening was &| heavy gun just swinging down to the lev- | last found indeed the body of Stomer, It| general tumult, nothing was seen or heard | beside & tres in the yard—t fatal rifle
this time were men of such stamp avow- said, good humoredly, where he was until it entirely suited his i

edly.

“Pda! You don’t brag on such shoot-

couvenience to go; and if his time and

pew birth to Jack Long! His eye took

¢l bearing on me. Of coune my heart

had been so much mutilated by the wolves

of the mysterious rifleman, encouraged

leveled, and waiting till his vietim should

: in every thing st one glance, A shud-|leaped ioto my throat, and my flesh |and ratens that little examination was | them with the belief that they had suc- | see him distinetly. He did see him ; but

There wera some few whose wealth to | i’ 88 that, do S theirs did not happen to sgree, they might | der, like that of an oak rifting to its core, | shrank and crept. Before I could think | made of the btomes. We gathered them | ceeded in getting rid of him through the |it was his last {oak. The bullet "l;
a degree protected them in the obsery.| Dbrag on it! T'd like to ses such &| make the most of it—nnd Jack was such | sprang slong his nerves, and seemed o | of raising my gun, my eyes met those of | together to them home to his family, | intimidation of his confederates, dashing through his brain. Loog is sai
ances of a more seemly life, though they | moon-eéyed chap as you beat it 1" an unpromising, snaggish locking some- | pass ont at his feet and through his fin-

were compelled st least to wink st the
doings of their ruflianly and more numer-
ous neighbors ; while yet there is another
but large class of sturdy, straight forward
emigrants, who, attracted solely by the
beauty of the country, had come into it
and settled themselves down wherever
they took o fancy, with characteristic
recklessness, neither enquiring nor caring

“I don’t know as I'd be very proud to
beat such bunglin® work as that.”

“You don't, don't you?" yelled the
fellow, now fairly in & rage at Jack's
coolpess. “You'll try it, won't you ?—
You shall try it, by I We'll see what
gort of a swell you are I”

“0Ob, well,” said Jack, interrupting him
as he was proceeding to rave for quantity,

body, and his reputation, which had now
spread gverywhere—of ing such
consummate skill with the rifle, that he
thought it a condescension to shoot game
anywhere else than in the eyes—was so
formidable, that no individual felt disposed
to push the matter to a personal collision.
He might, therefore, have been left in

gers, leaving him as rigid as marble; and
when the blows of the hideous mocking
devil befors him fell npon his white flesh,
making it welt in purple ridges, or spout
dull, black currents, be felt them no more
than the dead lintel of his door would
have done ; and the agony of that poor
wife, chrieking a frantic echo to every

this strange figure—and what eyes ! Sar-
prize at ﬁa'r cold, unnatural expression,
suspended my action; buming with a
chill, singular brilliancy, in deep sunken
sockets, they looked as if they never had
winked. Dwelling steadily on my face
for a moment, they seemed to be satisfied,
and the gun was slowly thrown back npon
his shoulder, and plucking at a long gns

the

and in doing this I noticed the fracture
of a bullet throngh the back of the skull.
It had been stripped bare of flesh, and
both eyes plucked out by the birds, and
was too shocking an object for close ex-
smination. But what puzzled all parties

most was the discovery a short distance |

off of the trail of a shod horse. Now there
was not one horse in Shelby county that

They had now been for nearly a forl-
night in the saddle, and glutted them-
saves with v and as they con-
coived, broken down this dangerous con-
spiracy sgainst their power; and if they
had pot succeeded in M and pun-
ishiog, had at least frightened off their

si fos. They now concluded they
might safely disband. That day, after

to have told one of his friends that he
never, in a instance, shot one of
these men m:d.;“fnlml in the man saw
and recogniz im .

All were now gona l:m{ Hinch and the
two youngest men of the party, Williams
and Davis !hatmhummu-
ted to escape. Whether it was re-
lenting on the of the dread avanger,

part
8 1 quiet, but Hinch bad unfortunately taken | harsh, slashing sound, seemed to have no| beard with an impatient gesture of wara shoes, and certainly not one in our | they se ,one their number, named | or that e had observed some trifling ‘Mﬂ
who were their usighbors, but trustiog in | “Just setup board, if you want (0 59€ | 5, the impression, from Jack’s eoaductin | mors effect upon his ear than it had upon | bony hands, the figure maede s stride| party. Bhoeing is never thought of, being | Rees, a8 bad and savage o man as | in their demeanor, on the oocasion of ¢
their own stout arms and hearts to keepa | me put a ball through every hole you ¢ad | the shooting-matoh afiair, that he must be | the tree sbove them, which shook its

footing. Of course all such were very
soon engaged in desperate feuds with the
horse thioves and plunderers them;
and as they were not sirong enough to
make head efficiently, were one after an-
other finally ousted or shot. It was to
extorminate this cluse that the more law-
less snd brutal of the other associated
themselves ond ssumed the name of
“regulatorm.” They numbered ten or
twelve, and, under the orgauization of
mngers, commanded by s beastly wretch
named Hinch, they professed to wnder-
take the task of pnn;f;:g the county lim-
its of all bad and suspicious characters;
or, in other words, of all men who dared
refuse to be as vile sa they were—or, if
thay were, wha$hose o act inde t-
Iy of them and their schemes, is

cious meighborhood scon hecama the
scourge of allthat region. Whenever an

make"

Perfectly astonished at the rash beard-
ing of the lion—for it was dificalt to tell
whether contempt or simplicity dictated
Jack’s maoner—the men set up the bosrd

whﬂi:-l:e walked I:;:i:-k En.:ha stand, and
swingi fi
;:.lhon der, !hvc:! mmingl;yu‘::ici’:‘:

t

“Irs a trick of mine,” said he, moving
toward the mark as he lowered his gun ;
“] canght it from shootin’ varmints in the
eyes; always take "ems there, It's & no-
tion I've v's my fun? ey

They all ran angerly to the target,
mmhﬁ , which was
than H hed passed through
same hole, widening it.

“He's a humbuag! It's all accident !—

fian, turning pale till his lips looked blue,

individual was unfotbunate enoggh to

Ha can’t do thatszain ™ shouted the ruf- | borses

a coward, and if this were tros, then all
his skill amounted to but little ; and like
3’1&"' hloedm y, selfish mr be mi:llon-
u more e or the very

resson wiuh would bave disarmed a
generous foe, Besides, Jack bad given
fresh snd weightier matter of offense, fn
r'-ll he hi refased to ob."i‘;:d defied

suthority ssa regulator.
ing of that suthority scemed m':eqnin
now that wholesoms example shonld be
made ofhim.msri of .nw:h:-o
parions i wretch, w

32 cud®ing and ferocicns, and hed sworn
in his iomost heart to ruin and disgrace
from the moment of triomphb, now
himself v ol all his

inflnence snd know of the society
around Hu_:,hu::ld&hdll Baveral

rious stren blnph-ﬁnthyfdl.
be- Mghnoo‘u;veihon face with a

green leaves to the self-same cadence the

bad held yesterday in the breeze. His
wide-opened eyes wera glancing calmly
and scrutiniziogly into the faces of the
men who stood sround—these features
are pever 1o be forgotten! for while
Hinch lays on the stripes with sl his fu-

cold, k searching inteusity, ss if it
nnkld.:l.:,cmto bsl:‘ﬁanben(illhlll
The man's air was awfol—so0 concentral-

ed—s0 still—so. endaring! Ko sever
Mum,-w&a—mm
intsnse eyes of his ! the wretches couldn’t
stand them, and began to shuilie and get
behind each other, But it was too late;
llahad'lhmdl—tmm—ﬂeymrg-

We will drop the curtain over this hor-

as the was held up. “I'll bet the

rible scene, Suffice it to say, that after
lashing him until he fainted, the reguls-

across the trail, and without speaking a
word, planged into tha thicket. T wasso
confounded by this dumb show, that he
was neatly concealed in the brash
I found my tongue to shout to him to
stop ; but he kept on, even
his bead. I was provoked, and

unnecessary where there are no stones.—
This was as perfect a as even Hen-
story, and threw yet a greater air of
inexplicability around the affair. It was
thought that this track might be eanily
traced auy distance, but after worrying

about it for several it was given up | road,
iudsptil,mdm'ﬂ:m'ﬁdgudms
disheartened,

scattered for their respective

riding
in d%htol‘hh own house, when he was
shot from it. His negroes the gun,

and secing his horse galloping up to the
house ﬁ;s&us.ud snorting wildly, they
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