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suggestion

In G o t . Brayman's message to the Leg
is lature of Idaho he has given a statement 
° f  l$9 «Oftdltion of the Territory,
Tjtficfe 1 ihttW s' badly. He has also made 

gestiöns for their improvement which 
b'ÿlofalfehtlb"h. We fjuhte as fol

low«:

The fihanéial condition of the Territory 
seem s to require your first and most care
fu l c6$i{}deffUion. f  Iri tb«Oi*g*nic act, and 
b y continued annual appropriation^, Con-

Ä made provision for nearly all our 
’ ekWnsel. A Territorial gov- 
l  hurt à  temporary arrangement 

tor the preservation of order and the pro
tection  o f life ,and property. Congress 
m ay, a t any time, abolish the organisation, 
and attaqh its arefi to contiguous states and 
territoria l, n ts  governm ent has few of the 
attributes of sovereignty; no const it utioiV; 
no power of perpetuating its own existence 

■v|. »—not even of making and enforcing laws,1 
farther than Conrgess may permit. 

tWjihie.s^ai» limited pow ers, and so,preen- 
?fdh»rih «v iften ce, it is not to be inferred 

? t b i t  w r Général Governm ent conceded the 
n ecessity , or intended to leave excuse for 
thp^M M tia» » lo a f ,perm anent Territorial 
debt. It w as more reasonable to expect, 
that aftriFan! UdbdeTand «conâo mical use of 
the annual appropriations of Congress, the 
local L egislature would make up, by a 

tb e ^ p io u n t  needed tor purely 
« r ? ^ o , a n d  take care to keep 

th e  expenditure within the limit of actual 
incom e. Such considerations, however, 
do not seem to have prevailed, for to-day 
the Territory stftggerB under a fast increas
ing debt, tha t demands at once, increased 
tax*AÜOffï<daBeweaopoiTTy imcollcctions and 
expenditures, dr “confessed repudiation.

To enquire how or why this debt was in- 
« é é f & S F #  what becam e of the mobey it  

represents, would be a painful and profit
less task. The results do not appear in 
the improved navigation of our rivers, in 
railrM isgtfiaivblidgpS or highways. No 
ample buildings hAve been erected for your 

**lh>ftdtab)6 bod ies and your public officers, 
^*S»itb their* convenient furnishings; nb pub 

lic library; rio colleges; no prison for the 
publshm ent and reclamation of criminals; 
no a sy k tm sfp r  the insane; the blind, the 

a |  life fu m b; »el home for the oçphan 
lie poor—none of these attest the wis

dom . hum anity and foresight of the past, 
OT-Offer to  one people o t  to-day, and of the 
fnture years, any equivalent for the bur 
den* of this debt, which honor, rather than 
a sense of benefits received, compels them 
to b w . .

i *: rippears tha t  on the 4th day of Decera-
I W u W h  »2*;two >'e*ri ftftervth? organiz-

alioq  o f tb e  'férrildry, à debt had accnrnu-, 
lated, of $60,529 13, beyond tbe means of 
pay a fè f t l  tKhPÜAffilHng ffirfieikricy was 
perm itted to increase from year to year,

, .without any, apparent effort, to impose 
VneCK 6r utÊlt urittl I t  this time, you en
counter a coin debt of $71*396 45, and ft 
currency debt öl $ îC |8 * ; 5 7 t  i  3J*he peoplfe 
pay their taxes in currency. Coin debts 
fp p i t . b e  met by purchase, of that coimnod- 

J lte A n lh e  market. The present rate is ten 
.ÄfT.flr it . . I» requires $1.11 H  of jjL peo- 

ple '«.t»xe*\\q buy $100 in coin. Applying 
UM*«tof4*iof computation to our^coift debt,

DeductirM |Jl5dB54|4ô now ÿMbe Treasury, 
it  fo llo w iln a tftb e  'Ber|i|ory i f  Idaho no\t 
ow es, b e& n d fits  m a g i  o fe^ ym en t, one 
hundred sffid # ijtyfelv#Ä )oii«*nd nine hun
dred and thirty-five dollars and twenty- 
«even cents.

A h e  jM ci»H p»n#i||o i
d # W J o l [  „  _ _____

The côla. debt comprises—First—$21,964- 
80 now (en per cent, bonds under the fundi 
in g  lam ^ fcja im w yd gh #4875. payable Dec
ember I s tT bÖd.—Second—$43,075 twelve 
per cents« issued under the funding law of 
1866 and 1867, now-{met due. Adding ac 
crued interest ou all specie ponds, the coin 
debt now past due and to be provided for, 
fo 49,421 65. .-hun.» .

The unfunded, debt outstanding in the 
form of Comptroller’* warrants, is, nrinci-i 
p a l$66,164 70;àccèoèdititerest$12,296 87, 
being $ 7 2 ,4 0 0 M j>s.F rom this, deduct as 
before $15,854 75, now in the Treasury,

. ^ ^ n g ^ u n a b l Q 8to meet our obligation a t  
t'ßls t im V  i l l s  due to our creditors, as 

people them selves, whose bou- 
e r  {« invo lved , that at this session , meas
ure«' be taken which will afford sufficient 
t in * ;tn # * W h a r  ia^tnore Im portant st ill, 
provide the m eans o f paymentaccording to 
the new prom ises we make. Tbe actual 
am ount is not so large aa to discourage 
effort. With time and prudence it tan  be 
easily  mastered. Tbe danger lies in per
m itting it!  accum ulation, and in the losses  
incurred through a rained credit.

It is recommended that an act be passed, 
ppßpleipeptal.to that o f  January 8th 1975, 
providing for a  new series o f ten per cen t. 
h»»d#rlt»!iiB g'fifteen y ea n  from December 
le t  1816, w ith  interest sem i-annually, both 
pwyhMe a t  Ah« Territorial Treasury. Let 

qf lh e  coib debt, y e tn n p ro -  
vid

W 3r.Fr'm'

y « s n v  p w t w w  — —- -

---- - r
led  io r , be merged in  these b o n d i  Al

low to creditors ten per cefcp. diffidence the past two years, is. by my predecessors, | 
upon t h e  principal o f  their old bonds, but two; by myself, two, leaVine in custody a t  
none on accrued interest. Permit credit- this time fifteen*. T h e  c o s t  of keeping pris
ons to make exchange immediate and direct j  oners for the years 1875-6 is $8,327 18,
at the Treasury, repealing so much of the I against $4,320 54 for tbe years 1873-4.
Act of 1875 as require advertisement, pro- j t j3 suggested whether economy and 
posais and saie. The new bonds, already ! efficiency of service would not result from 
issued, have now but eight years to run. J  ft chftDge ,n the mode of electing and pay- 
As the Territory gains seven years longer , jUg Prosecuting Attorneys, whereby each 
time, and does not pay the interest or difler-’ county should elect its own officer who 
ences on the interest now due them having ! should receive fees upon conviction with a 
already exchanged at par, and are to be first | sraa]l annual salary, each to do all business
paid, will suffer no hardship by reason of 
their generous acceptance of the terms of 
the existing law; especially as it would be 
proper to place them on the gold coin ba
sis established for the new issue. The 
prompt adoption of a measure of this char
acter,  will, it is hoped, so far improve tbe

of his county, civil and criminal—the in
cumbent for Ada county to be also ex~ojficio 
Attorney-General for the Territory, with 
an addition of salary according to the ser
vice required. As- it is now, the Territory 
has no legal advice—no officer to briög 
suits in its behalf in case of forfeited bonds

credit of the Territory as to justify n- p r o - , or ofiScial delinquencies; nor has any fund 
vision allowing but five ppr cent, difference 
on bonds exchanged after tbe expiration of 
the first half year and none after one year— 
assuming of course, that certain and full 
provisions will be made and carried out, 
for paying the interest when due.

H t is also worthy of consideration wheth
er it is not sound economy to put the war
rant dçbt into currency bonds having suffi
cient time to rqn to give us the advantage 
of growth in population and resources.
Let this be done, and a sure income pro
vided to pay as we go, all our current ex
penses as well as inferest. This will ju s t i 
fy tbe repeal of the law under which we 
now pay ten per cent, interest on waarants 
which we sell at thirty per cent, discount.
For example, your present contract to pay 
the United Htates one dollar per day in cur
rency for boarding prisoners, is complied 
with by giving a warrant for one dollar 
and thirty-three cents, bearing ten per cent, 
interest. In just five years, the one dollar 
becomes tWo. All purchases made for the 
Territory and all service must be paid at 
the same rate. Thus poverty becomes a 
crime, to be punished by increasing the 
burden, as we become more and more un 
able to bear it. It will be better economy 
and more satisfactory to public creditors, 
to provide with certainty for all current 
payments of interest and all expenses as 
we go, thus bringing our credit up to par, 
before undertaking to pay the principal, 
for when in this condition our bonds will 
be sought by capitalists as a profitable in
vestment, instead of being spurned from 
the market.

While it is desirable that the rate of tax
ation in the counties be uniform, and the 
burdens imposed m adeequal,  it remains 
necessary that the Boards of County Com
missioners, who best understand the wants 
and resources of tbeir own constituencies, 
have charge of tha t matter.

Iu the present condition of our indus
tries, and the diminished resources of the 
people, compared with former times, it is 
not regarded wine or necessary to increase i 
rates of taxation. The sum now le tied, if j 
carefully collected and expended, is enough J 
to .serve all county purposes, anà bring ■ 
sufficient to the Territorial Treasury to pay j 
in cash all current expenses and interests on ) 
the public debt; also, under necessary re
forms in our financial management and the j 

return of prosperity, to provide for the j 

steady reduction of our deferred debt. All 
that is wanted to secure this result, is to so 1 
adjust the laws that a certain sufficient ! 
amount shall be brought into the.Territor
ial Treasury, above and beyond all costs 
pf collection, and all appropriations by 
gpunty authorities. It appears to have 
been formerly tbe habit of County Commis- 
ioness to make allowances upon and 
charges against tbe  Territory and ordering 
lb«m»paid.-<HU of Territorial funds—the re 
ceipts theçsfor being returned to tbe Terri
torial1 Treasurer^ arid improperly allowed 
by him as cash; whereas the money ought 
to Usvebeen paid in and the claims pre
sented for audit to the Comptroller who is 
'chftfged'by lato* with tha t duty. The rfb|&- 
tion does not seem difficult. It is only fle- 
cessary to ascertain wfiat per centage, or 
proportion of the amount collected, will 
be required for Territorial uses, leaving 
the remainder at the disposal of the proper 
authorities of the counties, who, acting in 
the presence of their immediate xionstitn- 
euts, will uot be likely to fall into error. 
It is certainly the desire of every good cit
izen and public officer to restore the pub
lic credit—to save as well as to get: and 
t.o so àdjnât tb e  machinery of administra
tion as to accomplish the object without 
clash of interests, or conflict of authority. 
There are many ways in which expenses 
may b e reduced, a t  the same time giving 
greater efficiency in tbe public service.

The cost of conveying prisoners to the 
penitentiary is a heavy tax upon the Treas
ury, and the discount on warrants increases 
tbe cost of their support beyond a  reason
able amount. If possible, means should 
be provided for their instruction, and for 
employing them at steady labor, whereby 
they can be made to pay all or a part, of 
the expense of keeping them. Id many 
States tbeir labor is a source of actual io- I 
come over their expenses. The wholesome 
rule, tha t idleness is the parent of mischief 
and crime, is not out of place, even within 
prison walls.

Th« number of pardons issued duriog

heretofore been provided for such service; 
by reason of which, persons so inclined, 
may plunder tbe public Treasury and tbe 
tax payers with almost perfect impunity. 
The counties are in the same condition. 
Tbe District Attorneys, while receiving 
liberal salaries for holding their offices, 
and large fees for the business actually 
done, which may be,and isoften performed 
by deputy’}'are understood as required to 
transact criminal business only, except in 
collecting delinquent taxes, lor which a 
generous commission is provided.

The law providing for the pnblic prin t
ing and furnishing supplies, to be paid for 
by the Territory, may be profitably amend
ed so as to give fuller opportunity for com
petition, and by regulating the receiving 
and opening of proposals and the awards 
made upon them.

Though it may not be well to change 
the frame work of tbe Revenue Laws, there 
are provisions requiring amendment. As 
now administered, the parties are to bring 
suits against delinquent tax payers, in si
militude of suits at law, thus burdening 
each with a bill of costs.

J. K. VINCENT,

AUCTIONEER,
LEWISTON, I. T.

A LL BUSINESS ATTENDED TO 
,/m.Promptly and Faithfully. 1-tf

CALIFORNIA 
♦BREWERY,

NEAR HEAD OF FIRST ST., 
LEWISTON, I. T.

Call and see them. WEISGERBER BROS.
1-tf

I

C. E .  SPALDING,
DEALER IN

WATCHES, JEWELRY
AND PL A T E D -W A R E .

WATCHES & JEWELRY 
and Warranted; also,

REPAIRED 
all kinds of

J e w e lr y  M a d e  to  Order.

ALL ORDERS SENT BY EXPRESS WILL 
BE PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

I-tf

HEXTER & ALEXANDER,
B holesale and Retail Dealers in

M e r o h a n d i s  e
« ,

OF ALL K IN D S.

A GENERAL ASSORTMENT OF DRY 
Goods, Clothing, Groceries, Crockery and 

Glassware, Cutlery, Tobacco, Miners’ Goods, 
Etc., Etc., Etc. 1-tf

L E W I S T O N - 

B A K E  R Y

M O N T G O M E R Y  S T R E E T ,  

LEWISTON, I .  T.

C. C. BUNNELL,
.* : • j Q, C s

d e a l e r  I1V

HARDWARE, STOVES,
-  t  S : • H  ) ’Jj

Tin, Copper, and Sheet-Inm

w a r e ;

Mining and Fanning

11SÆ F JL. E 3SÆ B 3ST T S.
U i f . i \

C A R P E N T E R S ’ TO O LS, LOCKS
B O L T S , NAILS, R O P E , 

P IT C H , OAK UM , AM - 
M U N ITIO N , H O U SE 

H O L D  A R T IC L E S ,
E T C ., E T C . 4 ’

SOLD AT G R E A T L Y

R ED U C ED  PR IC E S .

Ev e r y  v a r i e t y  o f  w a r e  i n  t h i
Line Manufactured ant «paired.

A ll O rders P ro m p tly  A tten d ed  T o .

1-tf C. C.'BUNNELL.

L I V E R Y  S T A B L E ,
M. N O LAND & W .  A . , C A L D W E L L

PROPRIETORS.
«H«! ■ . v • U V' ; •

A*T THE OLD STAND FORMERLY KEPT 
by H. Crites, on the north side of E Street,

LEWISTON, N ÖL T il IDAHO.

G E N E R A L  F E E D ,  S A L E

AND

EIVERY BUSINESS.

Old and new Patrons are invited, who will 
find the management

“ Mot So C o a r s e .”
l - t f

JAMES CAG E,
G EM ER A L R E T A IL  D E A L E R

BIN ■
' • , : t ■ ^  y  y

Groceries and Merchandise.
ALSO

C O N F E C T I O N E R Y .

G iv e  “ T b e  N e ig h b o r”  a  C a ll
Lewiston, Oot., 21, H76. ]_tf

O R O  F I N O
E X P R E S S ,

BY

HDHJHWIEILIL <& § (M .

CARRYING Ü. S. MAIL AND PASSEN-
gers to and’from Lewiston and Pierce 

City, transacting business with W B L L 8 .  
FARGO & CO’S., Express, leaving 
Lewiston on Monday and arriving at Piero. 
City on Wednesday, leaving Pierce City on 
Thursday and arriving at Lewiston on Satur
day of each week 1-tf

J. C. BALDWIN,
Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

<3- H I S T  E  B ,  A ,  Xj

Br e a d , p i e s  a n d  c a k e s  ; a l s o  g r o -
oeriee, Confectionery, Liquors and Cigars 

CONRAD WINTSCH, I 
S. WILDBNTHALER. I

LEWLSTON, I. T.
I*

l- tf

i
H

i


