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HIGH EXPLOSIVES
IN NEW BERN

State Iasurance Department Critici-

zes Firz Department of New Bern
and Finds éot Negroes Had High
Explesives Stored in Their Houses

Ralcigh-Criticizing the city fire
departrment, estimating the loss at $2,
250,000 and asserting that a large
amount of high explosives was found
in the negro houses and even in one
of their churches, the state insurance
department issued the report of W.
A. Scott deputy commissioner on the
New Bern conflagration.

“A strange incident ,of the fire,”
says the statement, was the finding
of mwany high explosives in the negro
houses and even in one of their chur-
<ches.

At to the origin of the fire it was
unquestionably due to ignition of a
shingle roof by a spark from a terra
eotta flue in use for twenty years in
the home of Henrietta Bryan, color-
ed. A small boy discovered the fire
ran oid told Henrietta and she, with
a half dozen others saw the fire burn-
ing eround the flue in the attic.

Owing to the delay of the fire de-
partmment five houses were burning
fiercely and the wind blowing a gale
before help arrived. When the de-
partment arrived it found it had left
a nozzle and on procuring the nozzle
had to go again for a Wrench that
had been left.

The Rowland Lumber Co’s fire out-
side the corporate limits had the en-
tire fire department there when the
other fire begun and precious timg
was lost by the company not having a
standard size coupling, causing great
delay, where the loss was $300,00
with a total value of $550,000 and
blankc¢t insurance coverage of $430,-
000,

The losg in the city is estimated
at $2,250,000 with insurance of only
$35,000. The lumber fire was from
frictivn in a hot box and it is sug-
geste!d that a law be passed requir-
ing private fire systems to have swan-
dard couplings.

Captain Scott says that he found
a forcstof chimneys where 1500 hou-
aes staod on an area of forty blocks
that of the 6,000 rendered homeless
aeariy #ll were colored and that none
was geriously hurt or burned, the on-
by cazualty biing that of an old col-
ored woman, who being unable to
walk was hurned to death.

SEEKS A NEW TRIAL
FOR AN OLD CRIME|

Setenced to tei e from 25 to 30
wears in the :tute pr. o for the mur-
der o7 29 venrs ago, Ves
Wink er of Wilzes v =ty, who, if
the evidinee ags -t hrm 13 to be be-

s wifa

lieved, is # !ty «. what i+ prehaps
the rost “ing orime I, the en-
tire history, +t the . ate. yo _orday
had his last ¢ v ot the Lanids of
the Tnw when Lo case vos prese
20 t.o supreme vonr. by 0 OB

of Jcfferson {

The record of the <o~ bristl« wit
mevoiting tetails and  he  Croum
stances surrounding the rial i Sy

Vias,

percor Court are most p -
diace Wingler, wife of the © " adnut,
died in May 1893. On Moy 16 a
died in May 1893. On Muy 16 u
coroner's inquest wae held and on
May 28 the body was exhumed and
another inquest held, the coroner's
jury rendering a (verdict that Mrs,
Wingler had met her death by fall-
ing out of the loft of the cabin of
the defendant and receiving fatdl
wounds. No further action was taken
in the case until this year, the de-
fendant continuing to reside in the
eommunity, in the meantime. miarry-,
ing again and raising a family.

Wingler took out a warrant against
the son of one John Shepherd, charg-
ing assault on Wingler's daughter by
the last marriage. The accused has
gince been a fugitive from justice,
but John Shepherd, two days later,
took out.a warrant charging Wingler
with the murder of his wife 20 years
before.

At the trial in Superior Court
Shepherd, who testified that Wingler
had confessed to him and three aunts
of the first Mrs. Wingler were among
the chief witnesses of the State.

According to Wingler's story his
wife met her death by falling from
a ladder on which she had mounted
to the loft to segure some soap, while
the State allﬂﬂmt Wingler killed
s wife with & mattock and conceal-
ed the crime.—News and Obsérver.

MRS FRANK BEECH TAKEN
TO THE STATE ASYLUM

SherifiCritcher on Saturday last,
took Mrs. Frank Beach to the west-
ern Hospital at Morganton for treat-
mept, this being her fourth trip to
that institution. Her attacks of vio-
lent insanity seem to come on her

jcally, and she is absolutely
wild, and much of the time extreme-
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{ ZVERYONE MUST READ

NORTH CAROLINA ASSURED |

OF AGRICULTURAL RANKING

North Carolina has made such
great progress in agricultural devel-
opment this year that it is “assured
of fifth rank, or Better, in'crop val-
ues,” and its “contribytion in taxes
to the national treasu% is remark-
ably high,” Frank A. Parker, agricul-
tural statisticion of the state and
Federal departments of agriculture,
declared Friday in predicting greater
progress will be made in 1923.

“This state has bee necalled the
‘try-out State' of the union, It meant
that any thing that would succeed
here would do so anywhere,” he said
“This being the I’.esting erea, others
must wake up, for'the tar heel real-
izes its backwardness, and not ask-
ing help from any one, is striking
out for itself, '

“Who would have dreamed of this
unpretentious State, with its back-
ward farming and business methods,
aftaining the enviable rank it now
holds in value of crops, manufactures
and revenue among the States of the
nation

“Even though tobacco and cotton
are highly responsible, there is some-
thing back of i all which should not
be overlooked. This State has the
largest percentage of native Ameri-
can and Anglo-Saxon blood of all
She has had the largest conflict be-
tvseen capital and labor, or perhaps
in railroad strikes and manufacturing
cvrcailment. Whatever the main rea-
<on, the situation today indicates that
North Carolina ,in an economic sense,
iz fairly sound as compared with oth-
er States. Trade early became active
here., Failures have been much few-
er than for the proceeding two years.
“Even though agricultural products
declined much, faster and further
than others, and even though they
have been slower to start in the re-
covery cycle, yet the farmers are
still on the job. There has been no
strikk. Their dollar of wages had to
compete with the urban two or three
dollar scale. This meant the families,
iucluding women and children, had
to produce the food that some in

rial stricker lived on while shirk-
ng the national responsible of get-
ting back to normal, as the unorgan-
ized but far more loyal farmers had
to do and did the right way.

“The few farmers who have kept
their heads above the expanse flood
are slowly recovering from the shock
but many will never get. well. The
surprising part of it all is that the
urban business men have rarcly yet
realized that the farmers' walfare is
always a' barometer to thews pros-
perity,

“If they would only invest more
generally in practical means of bet-
tering the farming interests they
woould butter their own bread. thus
helping both sides.

“The stort is made; the movement
iz on. Let us all join in to hasen
the exchange of more products and
money,” he stated.

SCRAWLS WRITING IN SKY

Captain Cyril Turner had to go
twoe.miles up in the air to astonish
New York.

He is the man who writes in the
shy. A thick jet of white smoke is-
suing from his aeroplane writes
words for the crowds below to read.
He's a British aviator who is trying
to sell the sky at space rates for ad-
vertising purposes.

“Sky writing is a success in Eng-
land,” says Turner, who lives at Ho-
tel Pennsylvania when he isn't up in
the air. “I've advertised everything
from cigarettes to camisoles. I'm
going to tour America now,"

Turner consgiders himself the first
person to come from Europe with d
message for America which every-
body will have to read whiether he
wants to or not,

“The airplane travels 125 miles an
hour,” said Turner, “and the smoke
pipe releases 250,000 cubic feet of
smoke per second. I've written
with a 70 mile gale blowing. Some
times the smoke letters retain their
shape for half an hour, The letters
are written horizontally and are a
mile in length—but 10,000 feet in the
air they look enly a few feet high.

More than 7,000 telephone calls
reached Turner after he wrote his
telephone number in the sky.

“Just curious, most of them,” he
said. Some were advertisers—and
some wanted me to write the sort of
messages you read in the personal
column,

/Not a bad idea that. I could
find Jane's missing swceetheart by
writing in the sky—or tell Jim to
come home that all was forgiven!

“One bashful chap wanted me to
help him propose! What a mix up
if I wrote ‘Mary—Marry me? John.'

standing on the curbs and the house-
tops trying to signal me with a Chau-

tauqya salute.”
Turner -shuddered.
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BANE, THE LOCAL COMMERCIAL CENTEK

While the business men of Boone are striving, cver striving
to bring our town to the front, hundreds of peonle in Boone and
the county at large are blocking its progress by trading through
mail order catatogs. They never seem to realize that ou. village
of a few years ago has grown into a bustling, wide-awake, pro-
gressive town of today. with good markets, stores, banks, manu-
fucturing plants, etc. All of these, mentioned further along in
this article are controlled by good honest, conservative business
men, who beyond everything else, strive to give yvou a fair deal,
courteous treatment and good wifl in anything you may try to
a::complish. Practically all of them are county men, and those
who are not have come into our midst with the hope of making
Boone the livest little town on the map, and Watauga a county
well worth living in. Blood of this kind is more precious than
gold and encouragement in large measures should be offered to
every new man who casts his lot in the town of our choice, But
are we offering the right sort of encouragement? Sometimes we
are lead to doubt it. '

One of the greatest leaks in Watauga’s resources is the pro-
duce of the county. All of this is moving by trucks and wagons
int.o Tennesses and other markets and sold at a much higher
price than produce grown elsewhere for the reason that it is
from that far-famed trucking county Watauga; and with the pro-
duce moves the greatest lump of Watauga’s money. Other mar-
kets reap great benefits from our efforts, while the men who
have put their capital into buziness enterprises here in our own
town must suffer the consequences, Taking the matter of mar-
keting buying and living in Boone we give an insight to the
following business houses, all of them awaiting your demands:

WHOLESALE—The Boone Produce Company. dealers in coun-
try produce hides, erude medicinal roots and herbs pay in accor-
dance with New York lists, also carry a large line of groceries,
feed, grain, ete. wholesale and retail.

The Boldin Wholesale Grocery Co carries a well appointed
stock of groceries

John W, Hodges & Son, wholesale flour, grain, and feed. Well
stocked at all times

GENERAL MERCHANDISE—The M. B. Blackburn Store is
known all over Wutauga as a stove of high quality, with 4 com-
plete line from groeeries to clothing.

The Watauga Supply Company with a slogan of “Quality and

Service” which is well carried out, gives you fair treatment and

honest merchandise six days a weck.

D. J. Cottrell down jn East Boone with a line that will please
and prices that are falr, 2

R. M. Greoene's Five and Ten Cent Store sells for less. “Noth-
ing Cheap But the Price.

HARDWARE—The Boone Hardware Company dealers in hard-
ware all the way throuh, welcome an opportunity to secve you.
Their motto “if we haven't got it we will get it” is in perfect ac-
cord with their policies. They are now preparing to move into
their commodious quarters. in the Watauga County Bank block,
where their business relations with vou can be carried oun with
a greater degree of nicety.

J. L. Qualls with a partial line of well-selected goods plans to
open his gtore within the next few weeks.

DRY GOODS—The Davidson Department Store always on the
alert for better bargains for their trade grect you with a display
of goods unsurpassed in much larker towns.

T. Hill Farthing specializing in ladies ready- to-wear, keeps
his stocks new and up-to-date at all times.

DRUGS AND CONFECTIONERY—Boone Drug Company, “the
Rexall Store” boasts of one of the most modern small town stores
in¥ Western North Carolina under the care of a registered phar-
macist. Fountain in connection.

Greene & Bingham the Edison Parlor, phonographs, fountain
service, Books, choice confections. ete. Modern and complete in
every respect,

FURNITURE—J. M Moretz, house furnishings, coffins and
caskets, is now prepuring to move his business into one of the
store rooms in the Jones Building where a larger stock than ever
before handled will await the purchaser.

BUILDING MATERIAL—The Watauga Furniture and Lum-
ber Company dealing in “Evervthing to Build a House—Cellar
‘to Chimney" are now erecting a large woodworking plant on the
lots recently purchased from E. C. Rivers. Estimates farnished
and plans given on any buildirg lurge or small.

GROCERIES—Be:ides the general merchants carrying Gro-
ceries we have two exclusive siores, W. AL Thomas ahd L. L. Crit-
cher, both handling every thing good to eat,

- GARAGES AND SALES ROOMS—I. B. Tayior, Dea'
Lincoln and Ford Cars trucks and tractors, complete line of
repairs, serves the public in a plearing manner

W. R. Winkler dealer in Nash trucks and cars solivit.
trade with a promise of good work at low prices,

BANKS—The Watauga County Bark with resources of n

war

" than half million dollars appreciates your business and give

kind and courteous treatment free with every transaction. Now
preparing to move into their new building, possibly one of the
most modern in Northwestern Carolina.

The Peoples Bank and Trust Company now sceking larger
quarters in the Jones Building is a newer organization, taking
great strides in advancement on the basis of impartial treatment
and sound busingss policies. :

HOTELS: AND EATING HOUSES—The Critcher Hotel, Am-
erican plan, hot and cold water in every room will give you the
most courteous‘treatment and the best of service.

The Blackburn Hotel remodeled and hospitable,

The Boone Cafe in its new brick home specializes in home cook-
ery and service that satisfies.

The Greene House, with steam heat and baths, new and elab-
orete, is just opening for business,

MILLINERY —Miss Jennie Coffey's Store, Millinery and a gen-
eral line of Ladies’ Wear,

BARBER SHOPS—Ilodges, 0. K., and Hi-Land Barber Shops
all well equipped and conducted by barhers who know how.

PRINTING PLANTS—The Watauga Printing Company, com-
mercial printing done by experienced hands,

The Watauga Democrat, printing and publishing. All new
equipment.

Besides the many organizations mentioned above we have tin
shop, shoe shop, harness shop, jewelry shops, livery stable, truck
and draying services, three taxi lines, and in fact everything that
goes to make up a real live town. With careful thought upon
the business houses above mentioned we can conceive of nothing
more ridiculous than our own people choosing to spend their

money with mail order houses and sc¢ll all their products to out-,

siders, who perhaps have no interest whatever in the welfare of
our community except in the profits they reap from our efforts.
How much longer will our peoplé continue in this habit which
is a stumbling block in the road to progress. All our town today
is composed as we have said of the best of citizens, cach of them
awaiting an opportunity to offer you the treatment you want.
Give them your trade and they will build for you a county widely
kknown, a town unsurpassable, :
We have churches and schools that have no peer, professional
men as good as the best, a bunch of citizens that have no equal,
and what more could a man contemplating on & place to trade
or a town in which to live, ask for than this town of ours? Nes-
tled in the hills, where sparkling waters and wonderful scenery
holds sway, our town and our county can easily be put on the
map in big letters if the people of the community will stand to
the backs of our local men. Without the support of our own
people, how can we expect outsiders to come_ in? '
Remember that the eyes of the State are centered on Watauga
“The Swi of North America” and the prog
ure depend on ouf pwn people
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OBSERVATION

In passing vp and down cur eoun-
ty for the st «ight years U nuyve hiald
a very good opportunity to observe
the education, agricultural, and eco-
nomical changes taking place,

|  Taking the courity as a whole,
,we have Solomon's ideal citizenship
in one respect at least, neither the
(very rich nor the very poor. I am

| say about other necessary quantity
; about which he has so much to say,
I}Wisdum, however 1 think he would
lpass us up as a good average at
*least and 1 think a little above.

The social and economical con-
ditions have certainly made long
strides forward in the recent years.
You could hardly stop at any home
in the county where you would not
find a welcome and a good dinner
on short notice.

Living conditions have greatly im-
proved, better homes,.nicely painted
houses in the most remote sections,
better living conditions in the homes,
cleanliness and health conditions
carefully looked after, with a de-
creazing fewness of exceptions.

Many of the old ideas of the form-
er days have disappzered, however
we still have a pretty good number
of citizens of the moon and a few
still have faith i the disembowlad
gentlemen on the first page of any
of the othodox almanac. There are
things however that effeet better
{the good citizenship of any commun-
I Ity.

The agricultural progress of the
county for these years has been mark-
| ed, I would say, in every community
in the county. The method of pre-
! paring the sale of crops has changod
| very much,

The one-horse plow in the rarest
thing of all, in fact, I don't remember
kaving seen one in use for five years,
| The old method of shallow plowing
‘is no more tolerated, hence you sec
very little soil washing any more.
i The methods of cultivating have,
 prehaps change as much as any one
thing, The one time method of cul-
Itiv:tling corn by tearing up the rools
| with a single plow, followed by pil-
(ing high hills around the corn is a
thing of the past in Watauga.

The introduction of improved farm
machinery, with the reading of agri-
¢ultural papers and other means of
farm education have made most mar-
velous changes in Watauga, however
[ have felt that we have not gune
forward to the extent that we should
in the very recent years. [ have very
recently had the opportunity of ob-
serving agricultural and other condi-
tions in four of our ne’ghhering
counties and when I come back and
compare our conditions and oppor-
tunities with othirs about us I am
much impre &, .th the wonderful
possibilities ol our own county. It
seems to Lo ow,oy are almost unlimit-

ed. It o s to mr ¥ 1 <) over Lhe
coun s Lodab we are not v ng (nough
1\ Y | wrl Ereep &Kt v orL 134 the
op oe6f sdstled ¢h poncer than
t year swoo 1 owu not know

Wil ¢ LaY Gnaks ke .'.|.~_‘.Il“-- -
I { ghe n, but o sees very fus
comn cod wilh a few years ago.
Loer v o mye unat pature hue given
Giavory beo d hint by eoveriage these

v b4 with finest zrass in the
corld viode she has dented 50 many
vt I do know hat sheep raising

r proper conditions is certainiy

¢ e of the best paying propositions

1ol any county so far developed.

| Sheep raising in Watauga is very
| much lile raising blackberries, get
a good kind and well, just let them
alone. The writer had a little flock
of eight ewes last year from which
I raised twelve lambs that averaged
U2 |bs at selling time, and brought
$110. The total feeding cost of the
owes and lambs was about one dollar
for the whole bunch besides the graz-
ing. '

I am sure that our farmers need
a lot of education along the line of
markoting in order that they may
get above the cost of production.

I trust our farm demonstratioy
agent may be able to help them work
out many ways and means of in-
i ervasing the income.

! Next week I desire to give some of
| my observations by townships.
| Smith Hagaman

A TIRELESS LETTER WRITER

Pa!metto Post!

Your home paper is really a tire-
less letter writer, if nothing moie,
Week after week we prepare chis
printed letter for those living here
]nnd for those who have moved away
|m some other locality, telling of
marriages, births, deaths, the com-
!ing and going of people, of business
accidents, crops, improvements,
meetings, and so on. In fact every-
thing of importance and interest. If
vou should undertake to write a let-
ter to an absent friend eyery week
telling all the news, you Would get a
faint idea of the task of preparing a
newspaper Some of our townspeo-
ple recognize this and take pleasure
in giving items of news and also by
sending the paper regularly to ab-
sent relatives and friends.. It hel

A}

not quite sure just what he would|’

BIG GROWTH AT
" "BANNER ELK

Attorney L. D, Lowe Writes Enter-
tainingly of the Present Building
Program: at Banner Elk—Educa-~

tional Advantages. :

Banner Elk is forging its way by
the construction of magnificent and
costly buildings. Three stone strue-
tures hav? been erected and others
of the same material will follow. The
first stone building to be constructed
is the Presbyterian Chureh, the see-
ond is the rock house on the corner
called the"Tea Room"” and the first
one of the three buildings of the
Woodrow Wilson Junior College is
nearly compieted. The building has
a slate roof, the rooms have been nic-
ely plastered and it will be ready to
be occupied by spring. As soon as
this building is completed work will
be begun oa the construction of the
second. It is understood that the
two other coliege buildings will be of
the same size as the one nearing com-
pletion, and the three will be desig-
nated as the North Carolina, Virginia
and Tennes:ce buildings respectively.
Such buildings as these college buil-
dings will cost from $40,000 to $50,-
000 each.

The workmunship on these stone
structuresi s well done by native tal-

used to tie the stones together, and
it would require something like a trop:
ical earthquake to jar one from its
foundation.

During the fine weather consider-
able headway was made on the hos-
pital.  This building is to be of Ten-
nessee hrick, with concrete bassment
and conerete floers throughour and
steel will be used where wood is us-
ually employed for building matgrial
and the building will be III\-_:sli'.&l‘ly
fireproof, so there wiii b no more
danger of five than (here woald "Le
in a vault. The hospital s to have a
heating plant in the basement, laon-
dry, three sun parlors and ali equip-
ments and - pliances are to be mod-
ern and up to date in every respect.
It will require an expenditure of
something like from $40,000 to $50.-
000 to construct, equip this hospital
and grade and beautify the surround-
ingrs,

From where and whom does all
this money come? This question nat
urally arises when we learn of such
undertakings, but when we are in-
formed that one woman gave $18,-
000 toward the erection of the hos-
pital, that not long ago a man gave
210,000 to the school and provided
an endowment fund of $50,000 in
addition thereto, then it is to be re-
meémbered that this school has been
reeeiving liberal contributions and
donations for the past number of
vears.

When such institutions are once
estublished and become well known
they tive ofter remembered by those
who are approaching their carly dis-
solution, and having large fortunes o
dispose of, they feel inelined wo make
libugal provisions for educatiohhi,
ligious, benevolent and charitable cau
SCH.

Within the past fifteen months
Banner Elk township has been con-
solidated into one publie school dis-
trict, a high school building has been
constracted at Banner Elk at a cost
of $17,000 and with the aid of a
School Bus all the children of school
wgre i the township attend this school
during the fall winter and spring, ex-
cept those who see cause to attend
Lees-MceRae Institute during the
spring, summer and fall and about
ity children at Grandfather Orphan-
age. where a seperate sthool is taught
for the benefit of the orphans,

So during a.great portion of each
vear from eighteen to twenty teach-
ers are enpgaged in school work in
and near Banner Elk, and if we can
have a system of good roads so as
to connect ourselves with other see-
tiuns this section wiil improve rapid-
iy for years to come,

IJ. [).
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LOWE.
Banner Elk, N, .

PROTRACTED SERVICES CLOSE

The protracted services held at
Howard's Creck Baptist church for
several days, by the pastor, Rev. Dan
Wheeler, and the Rev. Sebastian, a
noted divine from Wilkesboro, came
to a cluse last Sunday. We are told
that much good was accomplished.
There were quite a number of addi-
tions to the church, and great inter-
est wus manifested throughout the
series of meetings,

Mr. Thompson of Blowing Rock
if company with Mr. T. H. Coffey of
that town, was in Boone Friday. The
former in the promoter of the Wa-
tauga Power project, and was
primarily to consult with some

o et

ing both towns with “juice’’ for light
= 1B8R. - -- .'i‘ r'

our leading men relative to furnish- &



