
the officer said jt wt»e his intention to execute, at

proper on such an occasion. He, however, after
wards abandoned that determination, and for wlrai
reason)' Why, that if he had tired, he would
have killed everybody about the cannon, not onlj
the boys, but everybody else who might be aboul
it. My blood almost ran cold when I heard hie
so picture to biniBelf the scene about the market
house; when I heard him say that he marched up
with the design to order the firing. He changed
his intentioB, but he did not come up so as to out
flank them aud elarge upon and capture the whole
party. It ia a great pity tb&t he did not do so, foi
id#ii you wouia nave naa trie guilty parties; and
then there would have beeu uone of tins shooting,

* Though h« said ho did not consider it hie business
to ruD after the fugitives; he left that to the police
and the magistrates, and to the lawyers; lawyer as
I an, I maintain that it was more his duty to capturetiian to shoot those in charge of the adversarygun; and it would have brought no disgrace
on his military prowess, if he had outflanked and
captured them- I think it would rather have added
a plume, than plucked a feather, from his cap.
But, perhaps, his militury ardor was excited. It
is not always agreeable in military affairs to take
prisoners: sometimes they shoot them to get rid
of them, and, perhaps, -on this occusiou, it would
have been tees trouble to shoot them than to take
them. However, I do not attribute such feelings
to the worthy gentleman; but I think the worthy
commander had an idea that an achievement was
accidentally thrown in his way, and required the
swivol in the hands of those boys as a trophy of
the occasion. Ho had one hundred and fourteen
Marines armed with muskets and bayonets,
charged with cartridges containing a bullet and
three buckshot each, on the first day of June, iu
the your of our Lord, I8o7, on Seventh street,
in the city of Washington, and tie charged, gallantlycharged, and victoriously conquered somo
half dozan boys witli a swivel that could not be
Mred! That is an achievement! They charged
in gallant style, in a manner which has been
described as running at the top of their speed
aeross the street ; no doubt ench man vied witli
the other for the honor of being first to cross a
bayonet over that cannon. There waa no attempt
made to catch the boys. The Marines came
across at a charge, and the moment the boys saw
the gleam of the bayonets, they ran. Of course
they wight be expected to run. They could not
be expected t® withstand a platoon of Marines.
And as they ran some of them pitched stones at
the Marines. I thihk one witness saw a stone
strike a bayonet of one of the Marines; some shot
pistols at tho Marines; according to a groat many
witnesses, ouo pistol; according to ethers, several; and according to Major Tyler, there were

fifty or sixty. Be fhat as it may, when tho
>*

. Marines charged bayonets and drove the boys
away, in the true spirit that belongs to our race,
they determined to show some little spunk on
the occasion, and some pitched stones and some
took out their little pocket pistols and popped
away. The Marines, according to my comprehensionof the word, did not stand tire. Gallant
men, soldiers, would never have shot promiscuouslyat flying boys or into a crowd. Well
trained veterans stand the crack of a pistol undisturbed,but here they fired their deadly muskets
into the party of spectators. The gallant soldiersstood in battle array, armed with muskets,
and performed the glorious achievement of firing
their deadly weapons upon flying boys, killing,
not tho boys, or the parties engaged in the muss,
but a poor innocent negro, who was passing
quietly far awto from the scene of this disturbance;yes, tney shoot, kill, maim, and wound,
God knows how luuiiy others. Aye, gentlemen,
it was a gallant action. There was such equality
between the partie.! But now the swivel was

taken; the terrible conflict was over; the one
hundred and fourteen Marines, woll officered and
armed, had beaten half a dozen flying boys,.who
popped their pistols in their retreat. It waa a

great achievement to capture their cannon; to
catch them was not .the business of soldics. The

k most gallant act of all was to' shoot them down
A as they ran away. It huppened that one of those
% pocket pistols took a marine in the faco and

wounded him in tho cheek.not dangerously, but
X t it drew blood, and no doubt made him present

ouitc an awful anDoaranrc to his comrades. He
^wiis shot iu the face. I expect ho \va9 a gallant

lelloiv, for be was not shot iu the back. I should
A like bim to hare given to you, gentlemen of the

jury, his account of the other Marines as he gave
, it to us. Eyes as big as saucers! Well, he was

shot in the face. He was of the charging party,
I to whom the honor of capturing that gun belongs.

Having received his wound, he left his position,
ae deubt staggered, and lie falls down upon his
comrades, who were in the line. There was bia
bloody face, his streaming wound, at the sight of
which tome one cried out, "Eirol" and then the
fellows levelled their muskets on the innocent
crowd at Allston's corner. It is clear, gentlemen,
that that lire, about which so much lias been said,
was drawn forth by the presence of that marine
upon the line, to which he bad retreated, and the
sight of his blood, for Major Tyler, hearing tiro in
hia rear, turned to see what was the cause of it,
and beheld men falling, and dying, and weltering
in their blood, on too pavement at Allston's corner,and the deadly muskets of the next platoon
ready to fire. lie tells us he ran down the line,
and roost fortunately arrested that second fire,
and demanded frem the second in command what
caused the firing, Gentlemen, you repiember his

I answer. One of his men hod been shot in the
I faoe, and thereupon the Marines fired. He did

not say, accordiag to my recollection, that CaptainMaddox ordered them to fire, but that was

the exense for the firing. The wounded marine,
from the affray about the swivel, had fallen back
on hia lino, hia bloody face was exhibited to his
comrades, and instantly the cry of " fire" is heard,
and theso parties plunge their fire, not into the
offending, the armed party, but into citizens,
spectators, many of whom, according to the proof,

J were drawn to the scene with the Marines themselves.At that flro Allston fell in his own doorway.Why was that firo delivered? If it was

ordered, where is the officer that ordered it?
Had 4$ been an order by an officer, the mrt LavIingbeen proved to have stood under arms, I supposethe order would hare been, "right, aim,
fire," in military style. But there is no proof of
that. It was a rabble fire, the work of n mob, a

military mob, without tho sanction of official
authority.

If any officer commanded it, why is he not hero
to prove it? Why has not Captain Maddox been
summoned by the United States, and put on the
stand? Why has not Lieut. Henderson been put
on the stand? If that excuse for firing is real,
that atonfs were thrown and a pistol shot from
Allston's corner, why is it not proved? There

1 urana a Ckf f ho Vf i> r-in..a [.tnnf I IniwIi.reAn

Ion the left of tlio corps, Mnjor Maddox, and an inferiorofficer in command, and if they fired becauseof the alleged pistol shots, why hare not
some of these parties been brought here? Why
has it been left to the unsupported testimony of
officer iiirkhead, a fugitive himself, a runaway
from danger, skulking, according to his own testimony,Ivo doors below. There were crowds of
persons there, military and civil, official and private,crowds on all sides; a large crowd immediatelyat the corner, all spectators, dreaming not of
the presence of danger f into whose heads the idea
never came, that it was within the range of possibilitythat the armed military that stood in that
street, could lie induced to firo their deadly weapon*in that direction. If the pistol was the cause
of the firing, why have you not brought the officer
to psovc it ? If the pistol was flrcu, why has not
some one been found out of the spectators to supportthe testimony of your runaway policeman ?
Why, sir, we have called a legion of witnesses
from that corner; and if wo could communicate
with the sr»irit-land, wc would call for tho testimony

of the dead.of the murdered. We have called
a peraon standing at every point on that corner,
within tho limits of that deadly fire, men who stood
unblenched in tho midst of it, whilst tho righthandneighbor of the one, and the left-hand neighborof the other was shot down.spectators of the
scene, who could havo seen, and who must have
seen if these things occurred, when they oecurred,
and how they occurred; and they all toll us they
did not occur; and yet my worthy friend, the
p.-nM<ntini> ittiirapr who knows that the law

B»av*, in it* benignanry, that every doubt, is to be

given in favor or the accused, gets up here, upon

i the unsupported testimony of hie fugitive police'uian, contradicted as it is by every other mail that
t has testified, and askp this jury to convict one of
I these parties as a participant in the riot in firing
r thatpistoiand throwingatones. Gentlonieri, what
t opinion he has of yoi»: and of your intelligence,it is not for me to say. It U a poor compliment

to your intelligence and impartiality, when the
» prosecution addresses these remarks to you, and
I makes this demand at your hands.

Now, gentlemen, if the Mayor was not right in
using the military to capture this swivel, he is ro-sponsible for the manner in which he and his offiIclals performed the service. I have shown to youthat that is the law. There is no question about
it. If he had no such right, he was, himself, vioibating the law, and not keeping it. Then the priu>ciple is clear tliat he and his aiders and abetters,and instruments are all guilty of murder, and liableto be indicted, tried, and hung for it, under the
law. Perhaps they are in no danger under the
administration of the laiv here. If I say the use
of the Afarines was unlawful, then the principle of
the criminal law is a clear ono, I need not stop
to read it; that a homicide committed in the exe-
cutlon of an unlawful act is a felony, murder or

manslaughter, as the case may be, but it is a

felony. Now, whether ho had the right to use
the Marines, depends upon the question whether
he was justified under the circumstances of tbo
case in calling them out; or if it does not depend
upon that question, it depends upon whether
there wqus necessity to use them. Gould not civilianshnve managed six boys V They stood uround;
they did not undertake to exercise authority, but
they took the cannon and turned it round. Supposea dozen, or two, or threo, or one hundred
and fourteen Civilians without the paraphernalia
of arms hud been detailed by the Mayor on the
spur of the occasion, and told to go there and
take that piece, and arrest those boys, why could
it not have been done ? Where was the Marshal
of this District that he was not there ? He know
of the disturbance.
The DISTRICT ATTORNEY. He was there.
Mr. SCOTT. Where was bis fosse 1 The law requiresthat, first, the civil power is to be resorted

to, and the military power only in an extreme necessity.If the civil power is competent to arrest
the disturbance, the law says it shall be used. His
Honor has explained the law to you in his instructions.It is only where the civil authority is inadequatethat the military is to be used. Now
suppose that when these marines, these gallant
fellows, were drawn up on I street, their commandingofficer had not undertaken to act upon
his own hook, the disturbance about the markethousewould not have been half so great, and the
disturbance about tho polls, but*of little consequence.If he had left them on I street, from
which they were mardhed without orders, I ask
what would have been the difficulty ? I say nothingof the Mayor. Unfortunately, you seem to
have elected a man who does not command the
respect of all your fellow-citizens. That, I gather
from the evidence. What do you say of the Marshall?What would have prevented either of them
from summoning, and enlisting on the spot, a

posse of civilians, with or without arms, who would
have been competent to have arrested those boys
and taken their swivel? Is there any man in the
hearing of my voice, who does not know that that
could have been done ? Men do not ehrink from
the performance of duty because danger lies
in the path. Danger would be their attraction.
Am I to understand, that amongst the sixty thousandpopulation of this federal city, men enough
in the civil walks of life could not have been found
who would have been willing to assume the duty
of taking that swivel, and arresting those boys ?
Why, my friend the District Attorney, with his
clarion voice, could have commanded more than
a sufficient number. There was nothiug but a

foregone determination ; nothing but what I am
bouud to charge as a malicious determination, on
the part of this official, that ever led to the use
of the military on that occasion. The whole case

proves the malice.the preparation of the affidavit.theapplication to the President.the hot
haste with which the military were resorted to.
the blind refusal to take any steps to prevent a
breach of tho peace. Why were not those " Plugs "

arrested before or alter the disturbance ? Why
were they not followed and captured by the police t
The explanation is, no such attempt was made,
because it was the foregoue determination of this
officer to make an opportunity to call upon the
military of the United States, to parade it under

t his command. Certain it is, there was no necessityfor them. Suppose there was not. Then
the law, the uucontroverted law is, that every
homicido committed in consequence of it, is felonious,and they are guilty of felony who are aideraand abettors, and accessories.those who were
accessories after the fact, equally with those who
were engaged in the pcrpretratioir of it. But supposeyou thiuk the military ought to have been
used to capture the piece, what justifies those
who stood in the line in firing upon Allston's cornerV Tbey say a pistol shot came from there ?
Suppose it did V They say stones were thrown,
not from the crowd, but thrown from out in the
street: sunnose it was true: snnnosc that Darties.
as staled by the fugitive Blrkhead, came into the
street and fired and threw stone*, would it excuse
the marines in murdering them? Why, if I cast
a stone at you from the distance at which were
these people, and hit you or not, and you shot me
down with a musket, it is felony in every land
where Christianity and law prevail. You have
the right to take the life of another in case of
necessity to save your own life from destruction,
or your person fronf grievous bodily harm; but
a stone thrown from the hand of a boy at a party
of marines, could neither endanger their life nor
cause them great bodily harm ; it, therefore, could
not justify, it oould not excuse the homicide committed.A pistol shot, fired without effect, would
not justify the party, at whom it was aimed, in
shooting down the assailant in his retreat. If lie
did it the law condemns it as felony; there is no
escape from it, and I warn my friend, the District
Attorney, to guard as to how be touches this
branch of the case. Justice may not sleep in this
city forever. The blood of these slaughtered men
may not appeal in vain for all timo to come, and
his efficient services may bo required.everybody
I think, must agree, that they ought to be required
in a proper judicial investigation of this affair.
But if the Marines were justified in shooting

down the fellow who fired the pistol and cast the
stone, did it give them the authority to shoot down
innocent people, and plunge their fire into the
crowd at Allston's corner? Take it, that they
were defending themselves. You must so defend
yourself, as not to commit an aggression upon
another, or you are responsible for it. If aiming
at one man in a crowd, without regard to the effectof the shot on innoocnt people, you kill another,
the law holds you responsible for it. So, look at
this question as you will, if the Mayor was not

justified in calling on the military, all arc murderers,
fro n the Mayor, down-to the lowest Marine that
was used that day. If he gave them the authority

| to fire into Allston's corner, ho and all those who
fired are responsible for the murder. If he gave
no such order, those who did fire are responsible.
If they fired upon the mistaken idea that the
wounded Marine was shit in their rank, the miijtake is no plea or excuse; it is murder, unadulteratedmurder. They cannot pload their mistake
in rnrriifrl it\ thn hlruul nn ilin Mfkriiip'fl fjipo. If ihfiV
liad i\ right to Arc at the parties that shot the pistol,
they cannot plead that as an excuse for the muidor
of Allston and others, who stood on that corner. For
the men, or all the men, who fire deadly weapons
at random, and indiseriminately into a crowd,
though thoy nifty have no special malice against
A, B, or C, the law draws malice from the enormity
of the net, and stamps the homicide as guilty of
murder. Take it, therefore, in whatever light youchoose to view it, murder was committed upon the
peaceful citizens at Allston's corner, and the perpetratorsof that murder have not been brought to
justice, nor has any attempt been made to oringthem tojustice. Nay, heroin the witness box, in this
very court, during this trial, a witness has testi,Bed to what would convict him of the fact. One
of the Marines.Kearney.broughthere for another

Surpose, let out the fact that he was one of the
ring party. Ho said he heard the word " flro
where it came from, who it came from, he did not
know, but ho heard the word " Are," and when
others were shooting at Allston's corner, he levelled
there too. He said he did not shoot at any particuIlar persons.he was enveloped in smoke.ho was

excited by the tiring, and be popped away iuto the
urowd. lie Mid he had before that beau struck
on the head by a stone, and my friend argued tbat
it corroborated Birk bead's teatiuiouy, but how he
could, I do not know, as he was iu the rear rank.
My friend did not show where it cuute from, and I
tiiink it is out of place iu a Prosecuting Attorney to
seize upon a fact so utterly inconclusive, and seek to
sway the minds of the jury to such a conclusion,
Now, whether he (ired with or without orders, I do
not know how it will be held in the City of Washington, I know how it has been held iu anothercountryw here the laws are admirably admiuistered, fori
believe in uo country under the sun, are the rights
of persons, and the rights of property, more sacredly
respected, more carefully guarded, and held more
secure than in the kingdom of Great Britain. I
wish I could say the same for this country. He-
publican as we are, Democratic as we are, 1 wish
I could say that our laws were as equally, us faith-
fully, us impartially administered us they are in tho
country from which wo derived them. J find a

pertinent casein the work from which I have al- t

ready quoted.Kussell, (113.to which I will call I
your attention. It is the case ol' a sentinel on an i

English armed ship, who shot a man who was ap- |
proaching his ship. It is in these words: i

" If a ship's sentinel shoot a man because he }
persists in approachlug the ship when he has been
ordered not to do so, it will be murder, unless i
such an act was necessary for the ship's safety. 1
And it will be murder, though the sentinel had t
orders to prevent the approach of any boats, had t
ammunition given to him when he was put upon t
guard, and actod under the mistaken impression t
that it was his duty. The prisoner was sentinel a
on board the Achille when she was paying off.
The orders to him from the preceding sentinel
were, to keep off all boats, unless they had
officers with uniforms in them, or unless the
officers on deck allowed them to approach; and
he received a musket, three blank cartridges, and
three balls. The boatB pressed, upon wnioh lie s
called repeatedly to them to keep otf; but one of
them persisted, aud came close under the ship;and he then fired at a man who was in the boat,
and killed him. It was put to the jury to find ,whether the sentinel did not fire under the mistakenimpression that it was his duty; and they (found that he did. But, a case'being reserved,
the judges wore unanimous that it was nevertheless ,

murder. They thought it, however, a proper
case for a pardon; and further, they were of
opinion that if the act had been necesB&ry for the
preservation of the ship, as if the deceased had
been stirring up mutiny, the sentinel would have
bein justified."

It will be observed that the crowd on Seventh
street never received a word of v ning. If theydid, from whom did it come? I >i or without
warniug, they were shot with ii ; while in
England a ship's sentinel with ;; ailed gun putinto his bauds, with orders to keep .off any one
that might approach his ship, after giving the
warning, shot a man; and what was the consequence? The sentinel supposed he was acting in
accordance with his duty; but that was not allowed
to pass unnoticed; that poor boatman was not al-
ioweu to go to nia grave witbout enquiry into that
act. In Great Britain, under the laws that pre- t

vail, and under the administration of those laws,the homicide of that poor boatman was enquiredinto judicially by the proper authority ; it was as- ^
certained who shot him, under what circumstances; |and the porpetrator was brought to trial. A jury,under the guidance of a learned judge, sit uponhis trial, and the law was expounded to that jury
so as to cause them to find him guilty of murder.
It was a hard case upon a poor sentinel. The law
made it murder; and as in that country the law is <
administered, the law condemned him; but the
merciful prerogative of the crown was put in requisition,and he was pardoned. So that, I say, if you
sat here to try the man who testified there, and
had nothing but his confession before you, youwould convict him of the unlawful shooting, and I
doubt if a British judge would not have put him
into custody under his bench warrant before he
left the presence of the court. Be that as it may,Americans were slaughtered, maimed, wounded,
and left weltering in their blood, upon the pavementsof the streets, and the city authorities, the
criminals, the spectators of the sight, turned from
the bloody scene, and proceeded to and regaledthemselvos in a public otiice, and left those poor
men to be put into their bloody graves without an
inquiry as to the cause and manner of their death ;
and we stand here investigating these circumstancesin a case of misdemeanor!

Is it that this prosecution has been instigatedfor the purpose of shielding greater criminals ? Is
it to relieve the public mihd, to coaduct the pub-lie inquiry into this channel, that the public mind
may not require a public inquiry into the criminal
homicide of the first of JuneY Who were those
that figured in this prosecution? Hen who come
into the court with their hands dripping with the
blood oi those murdered persons, with their gar-
ments stained with their gore. They are the men
who figured most largely in the prosecution. Look
at their evidence when they come to you in such
apparel; scau their testimony; seek into their
mnMvtl All thoku) fKinira onrl mniu» */v
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done, when you come to determine the credit that
is due to the testimony. If you fiud them strainingfacts, distorting what they have seen, swearingto what is inconsistent with what others have
sworn to; if you find that, in the course of thia
proceeding they have sworn to what is confessedly
false, and practised imposition upon a confidingExecutive, you will think that they are the responsibleauthors of the bloody work; you will see a
motive to actuate them in giving Bhape and color,
and direction to the testimony. You will see that
it is to their interest to get up this prosecution,to lead off the public mind, to hoodwink the publicjudgment, that in the conviction of these parties,or of some of those who are arraigned here,they may escape the consequence and the penaltiesof the crime of which they must feel conscious.
Gentlemen of the Jury, I have occupied, I am

aware, a great deal too much of the time of the
court, and I really regret that I have made so poor
a return for the indulgence which his Honor granted to me yesterday. I shoqld not have asked it,hut I did not like to complain of being unwell. It
would seem to be an excuse easily hatched up. I was
not mu-.h unwell, but I was out of condition to
make an argument, and I say again, I am sorry that
I have made so poor a return for the indulgence of
the court. Hut, gentlemen of the jury, I speakwith others, in behalf of persons against whom,
under the instigation of this set that I have been
describing, this prosecution has been gotten up,
and is sought to be conducted to its conclusion I
under the authority, and power, and means of the
United States. I speak in behalf of humble citizens
in defence of au accusation started by individuals
who prosecute under the sanction of the govern- '

inent. I speak in behalf of those who stand in as '
unequal a contest before this court, as those poor t
navy-yard boys did in the contest between them ,
and the Marines ; I speak in behalf of men whoso

(rights and liberties have been stricken down ; in
behalf of men, some of whom may be guilty of a
k.»nl. .,f tVw. I. II. F II. ,
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the law, but their offence is a trivial one, for which i
it acorns tome fine and imprisonment, incarceration
in the public jail, would he an unmeasured punish- ,
inont. I apeak in behalf of men, who, though actors
on the occasion of the first of June, were humble (

actors, and played an insignificant part on that oc- <
fusion. I say, I speak in behalf of these men, when ]
other And higher criminals whose crime is blood, >

walk your stroeta unquestioned, nay, who were

brought here to aid the prosecution. I say in bo-
half of them that, according as 1 understand the
law of this case to be, they are punishable but for i

one offence. They are tried under an indictment
with a single count, which alleges but one offence,
a riot, whon the only charge that could be properly
proved against them is the offence in the morning,
whon they had a shindy with the Irish. Some
have been proved to have Ireen engaged in that.
I do not apologise for thsm. I do not excuse it.
They arc guilty of an offence against the law, and
for their guilt merit punishment. But I say I
would not transcend tne law to subject them to
punishment; and if they cannot be convicted by
the law. thev are entitled to their dlschartre at
tho hands of tho jury, and at the hands of this
court. Whether guilty or innocent, depends upon
the single question whether that shindy was a riot
in tho contemplation of law, or an affray accordingto the definition which I have read to yon.

Gentlemen, I will not repeat, to you my argument
whether it in a riot or an uttiuy. I attempted to
show by fair criticism of the occurrences of that
day ; by a fair appeal to law, T attempted to bhow,and I trust I have successfully shown, that these
parties were not guilty of rioting as charged, but
that their offence is un uffruy, a light, a shindy.Gentlemen, wo always have shindy's where there
are Irish. They are accustomed to it. It is a

part of their birthright. As a man who went
West, and subsequently returned to his originalhome, representing as the cause that ha could not
get a herring; so the moment Irishmen cannot get
a shindy they will leave the country. An Httray,gentlemen, as I have already explained, is derived
irom ine kronen word effraytr, to terrify. Now,gentlemen, they hare attempted to make thin a
iot, but, ad there woe in this cose a " tight," a
" fright," and a " flight," if that does not make it
in affray, I do not kuow what will.

1 thank you, gontlcmcu, for the attention youiave given to me during this protracted discusdon,and I again give expression to my ackuowcdgincntsfor the indulgence which his Honor
itforded me yesterday. 1 regret that the course
rnrsued by my learned friend, the District Attorley,has imposed on me the necessity to detain
i'OU so long.

It was my intentiou to have commented on tho
natructions given to you by the court, utid to
iave said something touching tho censure atemptedto be cadVon the Commissioners of Elecionfor tho act of closing the polls and refusing
o receive votes in tho presence of the military,tut I must leave these facts of the case fdr myissooiates who are to follow me.
The Court adjourned.

THE AMERICAN.
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 5,1857.

Cardinal Maxims.
1st. The Federal Union must be maintained.
2d. The reserved rights of the States must be

espocted.
3d. The decisions of the Supreme Court must be

mforced.
4th. A union of Church and State must be prorented.
6th. The rights of conscience must be guaranteed.
6th. American interests must be promoted.7 th. An American nationality must be cherished.
8th. Sectional agitation must be terminated.
9th. Foreign paupers and criminals muHt be excluded.
10. The naturalization laws must be amended,
lltb. " Squatter sovereignty" and alien suffragemust be repudiated.
1 OtV, k ~.: » .> »
>«iu, xLiiicuctuui must ruiw America.
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For First, Second, Third and Fourth Wards, HenryJohnson, residence 409 K street.
For Georgetown, (The Embodyineut.;For Seventh Ward, Mr. Burgess, corner of Eighthind D streets, Island.
For Sixth Ward, John Little.
For Fifth Ward, Mortimer Smullwood, No. 874forth Capitol street, between B and C.Dr. J. W. Perkinsou, Parker street, between Lomjardand Pratt, is our agent for the city of Baltimore.Henry Boyeu, Agent for Alexandria.

gy See Fourth page for interesting matter.

jgg" Don't forget the meeting to-day at ton
o'clock.
par A variety of articles are crowde< i

to-day's paper.
THE GREAT FORT SNELL1NG44 STEELE."
It so happens that occasionally a single transactionof the Government smacks so of fraud, oi

the malfeasance of those employed as agents in
the particular act, that those who know all the
circumstances cannot resist the idea that there
has been gross dishonesty and corruption in it.
We need not illustrate this. The purchase aud
sale of the military reservation at Fort Snelling,
Minnesota, by the Government to Mr. Franklin
Steele, sutler of the troops at that post, is at once
a fact and an illustration.

This stupendous swindle has attracted much
itteution, as well it ought, and has been so
severely commented on by the public press, that
the Government have thought it necessary to
endeavor to make out that it was a fair and honest
transaction on their part. The "States" ha«
undnrlaknn Is .tnfaiul *Vi/> 1

.-w -v.v.iv. »«IV VIV/*VI UlUCllIf) <H1U IV.

show that it i* an honcat transaction and a goo<J
sale.

It appears that MigorS. Eastman, United Stalet
Anny, and W. K. Heiskell, were appointed com
miasioners to examine and dispose of this rescrva
tion, reserving twenty-five acres to the Catholit
church now standing thereon. They were di
rccted to "sell all that part of the reservation no
included in auy tract to which an actual settle)
may have a just claim, either at public auction
after giving due notice in the principal papers ii
the Northwest, or at private sale, in tracts or lot
of forty acres each, so as to enable persons o!
small means to purchase, or in whole, whichever,
in their opinion, might be deemed best: but ir
neither case at less than $7 50 per acre."

In their report to the Socretarv the commis
sioners say:

" With a view to the best manner of disposingof this reservation, under your instructions, we
came to the conclusion that, unless we sold the
same at private sale, it would in all probability b4
sold at little, if any, over $1 25 per acre."
How they could come to any such conclusion it

is impossible to divine; for any one who knows
anything about the value placed upon that propertyby the people of St. Paul, St. Anthony,
Minneapolis, and their vicinity, and who knows
what a general anxiety to purchase portions ol
this reservation prevailed among them, must
know that, had the reservation been divided into
ots of forty acres each, and sold at public sale,
the competition would have been very great, and
the land would have brought an average of at
least fifty dollars an acre. The utmost astonishuentis expressed and the greatest indignation
felt by the people in the vicinity of this reservaInn»k.» !« »l.~ «... -1 .1 . -»»
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it least a chance to acquire a small tract, of it,
jach; and, in the second place, that it should
lave been disposed of tecrelly and in tfu dark, to
i single individual, at about one-fourth, perhaps
lot a fifth part, of its value!

It is admitted by all that the site of Fort
snclling is one of the most eligible and beautiful
>n the Mississippi river for a town. It is a high,
Tommandiug position, at the confluence, of the
Minnesota or St. Peter's river with the Mississippi,
The country back is extensive, and a highly rich,
agricultural one, rapidly settling with a good,
substantial, well-to-do farming population. Th<
toil of the reservation is a rich prairie, and it
worth seventy-five dollars an aero; and yet it wai
»old to Mr. Stkilk, secretly, at twelvo dollars at

icre.

Major Martin, the commissary of that post, hat
teen heard to say, that had the disposing of thii
property been committed to his charge, he woulc
have laid off* a town site where tho Fort not

stands, and sold the lots at public auction; ant
that he would then have had the rest of tin
reservation surveyed into forty-acre tracts ant
sold in the same manner. This would have beet
the proper, open, fair, and honcat course.

Mr. Heiskcll, in a letter to Mr. Floyd, datet
June 17, says:

"I iouud, ou mixing »rith tho people.to whom
I woe entirely unknown.that the subject of the
sale was discussed at the dinner table and on the
streets; mid the plan of operations appeared to
bo settled thai the lots should bring from $1 26 to
#2 60 per acre; and if all tho property should be
offered together, they stated thut the price should
not exceed $50,000. As we arc limited in price
to $7 50 pei acre, the combination that had been
formed would have preveuted any sale whatever."
We have conversed with a geutlcuiau from
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that city aud section of country wolJ, who pronouticoHthe above statement of Sir. Heiskell to
he untrue from beginning to end. Ho tar from
the subject being discussed at diuuer tables, the
whole thing was studiously kept in the dark, and
scarcely any one knew that the sale waa authorized.Even the authorization of the sale by Congresswas surreptitiously obtained.so cuuningly
and clandestinely, indeed, that probably ouly a

very few members, either of the Senate or House
of Representatives, knew what they were voting
for when the amendment by which the sale was
authorized passed.
And how was the thing accomplished ? Why

thus.aud mark how stealthily, cautiously, f.nd
noiselessly.how like 41 a Steele" it was done,
fly the fourth section of tho act making appropriationsfor the support of the oruiy for the year
ending June :*0, 1858.the army appropriation
bill.it was enacted.that the Secretary of War be
authorized to sell the military reservation of Fort
Knelling? Oh, no; but 44That the provisions of
the act approved March 8, 1819, entitled 4Au act
authorizing the sale of certain military sites,' be,
and they are hereby, extended to all military
sites, or to Buch parts thereof as may become
useless for military purposes."
Not a word about Fort Snelling, not even the

squinting of on eye in that direction. Who could
dream that this was intended to effect the sale of
that reservation, and 44nothing else"?

This little Bly, stealthy, cat-paced piece of
legislation, was discovered by mere accident, by a

gentleman of Minneapolis, tbrough whose ageacy
it became known. The suspicion was entertained
that its object was the sale of Fort Snelling; and
when this was suggested it was denied point
blank by Mr. Steele and his right-hand man, who
had been here all winter, ostensibly in regard to
the railroad bill, but really to effect this object.
When, however, it was pretty well understood
that Fort Snelling was the plan aimed at, it was
announced by Mr. Steele's friends, and even by
the St. Paul Pioneer and Democrat, a paper in
the interest of Messrs. Rice, Steele, Sibley, and
their clique, that the reservation had been sold
by the War Department to Mr. Steele i'or eleven
dollars an acre, and that therefore it was too late
to apply to the proper authorities here to have it
sold at public sale!
The sale, however, ha<l not then been made,

nor was it until two or three months later.
Meantime every one in the secret " kept
dark;" all were still as the house of death,
and moved like a midnight burglar, woolshod,gathering together his plunder. But
the purchase once consummated, there was no
further need to keep silence, and the fact soen
became known to the public. The Pioneer and
Democrat now comes out and lauds, and, of course,
justifies the sule, though there is scarcely a man

in that section of oountry who does not denounce
it as a stupendous fraud.

Talk of "(talphinism!" Here is a fraud that
throws all former rascality entirely in the shade.
Hereafter, let stupendous frauds be known by the
expressive term of " a stkile."

THAT INFERIOR PAPER.
The honorable Secretary of tho Navy, Ex-Seuator,paper-maker, contractor, &c., has not had

time yet, we presume, to turn to bis books and see

how many thousand reams of paper, of a quality
greatly inferior to the kind he contracted to furnish,he sent to the Superintendent of Public
Printing, for which he received $6,06 per ream,
when it was not worth over $4,25 here, and could
be bought where it was manufactured for about
$3,50 to $8,75 per ream. It would be well for
him to attend to this little matter soon.

By the way, our question, namely : how a man
'

can live at the rate of five or six thousand dollar?
a year on a salary of $2,500, and honestly sav«

out of his salary from $2,600 to $8,000 a year, hai
: not yet been answered. Perhaps the Superintendentof Public Printing, who is a cute chap at
' figures and figuring, can help us to a solution of
r this problem. With the aid of the Secretary o

the Navy, and some folks about tho Capitol, w<
1 have no doubt he ran answer the question,
8
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The out-and-out Americans, headed by Gov.
i Gardner, oppose Mr. N. P. Bunks, declaring that

he is not, politically, an American. They say he
never joined an American Council in that State,
but represented that he had joined one in this city.

; The latter statement is not true, and we doubt if
Mr. Banks ever entered a Council here or olse!where.

LORD NAPIER.
Mr. Walsh, writing from Paris, to the Journal

of Commerce, thus speaks of the British Minister
at Washington :

" Wo aro highly gratified by the skillful and fe'licitous address of Lord Napier at Cambridge, at
the Triennial Festival. He surpasses all his predecessorsin that kind of oratory. The language
of the British Government and of this accomplishedMinister is obviously |>olitic under the present
circumstances of their country ; yet such conciliationmerits all the favor, applause, and general reciprocitywhich enlightened Americana are disposedto accord.''

CHEAP BREAD.(.ODD TIMES.
The Boston Journal takes the following comfortableview of things for the coming year
" It accords with past experience to say that

when bread is cheap nud cotton dear, labor thrives
best, and we have 110 doubt that the coming sea1son will correspond in this respect to former precedents.If accounts of crops from all parts ol
the union can oe renea on, wc snail nave an imIniense surplus of all the cereals, and unless there
is more demand for them from Europe than presentindications lead us to expect, bread must be
cheap ehough to satisfy even the poorest consumer.On the other hand, even if present pries?
should hardly be sustained, cotton will be dear
enough to gratify the most avaricious planter, and
there will be surplus enough to pay, with other
exports, for more of foreign productions than w«

i can consume. Thus we shall be able to keep more
i gold, leading to easior rates of Interest, and stim,ulating enterprises that will give abundant employmentto labor.

"Thusthe picture looks now.'1

' Locomotive Works, Jxasnv Citv..On Monday
I last, the extensive works of Brcesc, Kncelsnd A
r Co., in Jersey city, in which about 800 men wefi
J employed, suspended work. The men were in
e formed that there would be no more work fo
1 them at present, until other arrangements wer
i made. It is believed that the cause oi this step i

the failure of Western Railroad Companies, whos<
1 bonds as custome.rs are largely held by the manti

faeturers.

THK KEWs.

A Kicu Coat-owa.Cat my, il* celebrated com
poser, leocntly deceased, Hi Vieuua, left a fortune
of nearly 100,ooo lloriua.($6o,Ooo.) lie knew
of no person to whom he was related, but be so

willed it that In ease any relative should appear
I within six years, he will receive the filth part of
the above amount. The remainder is distributed
in legacies, chiefly among his domestics and those
by whom he was surrounded, and after to charitablesocieties.

Tjjs Yellow Fives..The yellow fever is said
to be prevailing very seriously at Havana. Some
800 of the officers and crew of the Spanish line
of battle ship Isabel Legunda, arc understood to
have fallen viotiws to it. Nevertheless, the Spanishgovernment is, at this season, sending out more
soldiers there.as if to be victims to the pestilence.
The Mexican Consul died on the 14th ult, of

yellow fever.

llihuop Boonk, of the Episcopal Church, with
his family, arrived at New York on Saturday, in
the Golden West, 1'roin Woosung. The labors of
the Bishop are said to have been very acceptable
in China.

A Bio Rattle Snake..A rattle snake was recentlykilled in Randolph county, N. C, the bIzc
of a man's leg, about six feet in length, aid hav-
iug ten rattles and a button.

A Small Fkjc..The Fort Smith (Arkansas) Heraldstates that the Creek Council, at its recent
session, allowed Albert Pike, $130,000 for bis s«i
vices in posecuting their claim.

At the late election in Missouri, the usual Bentonvote fell off 19,378, compared with the Governor'selection. It is estimated that of the Bentonvote, which was polled, Rollins received 7063,
and Stewart 1086.

The Attorney-General has decided adversely to
the extraordinary claims of Hayward, the late
Marshal of Utah, more than (20,000 of which were
for conveying the Judges of the Territory to and
from the places of holding the oourta. Tho expensesfor numerous guards, horses, wagons, and
provisions, were not those of the ministerial officers.The Attorney-General states that the expensesof a Judge on,his way to court are his
own.

Prxshtterian CoNvtNTioN, Richmond, Sep. 2.
The Convention adjouned sine die at one o'clock
this morning. The preamble and resolutions were
ail adopted, merely changing the fourth resolution
so as to make the call for the Knoxville Synod, on
the first Thursday of May, 1858, instead of the
3d.
A resolution was also adopted expressing the

desire of the Convention to unite with the Old.
and recommending the Knoxville Synod to invite
the General Assembly of the Old School to a fraternalconference with that view.

Tuk Minnesota Constitutional Convention,
St. Pauls, Aug. tit'..The conference committee
appointed by the " double-Headed" constitutional
convention to prepare a constitution for Minnesota,
made a favorable report yesterday in their respectivebranches, which was adopted. But one constitution,conforming with the views of both parties,
will be submitted to the people.
The dispute being thus amicably settled, the

convention will probably adjourn to-day.
Anothkk Bank Defaulter, New York, Sep. 1.

An officer of the Mechanic's Bank Association was
arrested this morning, charged with being a defaulterto the amount of $70,006. The bank has
closed it doors in consequonce, and there is almost
a panic on the street.

Vermont Election..Sixty-seven towns have
elected 50 Republican Representatives and 11
Democrats.
The vote in 50 towns, for Governor, stands as

follows^ Fletcher, 7,080; Keyes, 4,018.
The votes in 20 additional towns heard fron.

foot up for Fletcher, 3,300; and for Keyes, 1,640.
Resignation or Judge Curtis, or the United

States Supreme Cocet..Boston, Sept. 2..The
Portland " State of Maine" announces the resignationof Judge Curtis, of the United State*
Supreme Court, to take effect on the 1st of
October next

Another Bank Failure in Cincinnati..( it
cinnati, Sept. 2..The Deposit and Discount Bank

, of Hatch and Langdon suspended thin morning.
There in considerable excitement, an there were a: large number of small depositors. Tho hank was

' involved in the failure of Beebe A* Co., of New
York.

The Cuttkr Tankv STRCCk iiy Liobtnino..
, Augusta, Wednesday, Sept. 2..The Cutter Taney

was struck by lightning oft" Tyboe on Monday' morning, which shivered the fore-topmast, topsail,
head-foreuiant, foregatf, then passing into the
hold. The decks were spread with fragments.The cutter was momentarily a sheet of flame, but
the fire was subdued. No one was killed, but
several persons were stunned.

A little girl under fifteen years of age elopedfrom Saratoga on Sunday last in company with
John Travis, a celebrated pistol shooter and sport
ing man. He kept a pistol gallery there. The
girl is represented as pretty and artless. They
are believed to be on their way to St. Louis.

An elderly woman named Margaret Roach fell
from the second-story window of house No. 14
Carroll street, Brooklyn, to the sidewalk Tuesday
evening, and was almost instantly killed.

In Westchester county, Dr. Beqjainin Brandrcth
is a second time asspring to the honors of the
State Senate. But he is not without opposition iu
the Democratic ranks. Hon. John B. Raskin,
member of Congress elect, leading the anti-Brandrcthfaction.
The Bellcvue Uaaette, (Nebraska Territory,) of

August 20th, announces the election of Judge
Ferguson as delegate to Congress instead of Bird
Chapman, m heretofore believed.

The scarlet fovor is very prevalent in Appomatoxcountv. Vr.

The Ohio River..Wheeling, V«., 8ept. 2..
The river this morning is in a good navigable order
at five feet.

Rev. Dr.IInmner will preach on tabbathmorning, (to-morrow,) at Sixth Presbyterianf Church, Island, from the words " Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest." Service at 11 a. in., and 4 p. m.

Notice..There will be a Temperance Meeting
held at Gorsoch Chapel on Wednesday evening. Oth
inst, aLS o'clock. Dr. J. R. Wooater, and others,will adnreas the meeting. All persons favorable to
the cause are invited to attend.

3AM NINTH STREET 3AM

BAKERY, CONFECTIONERY.
ANT)

FRUIT STORE.
WM. HUTCHIN80N,

P No. SfiM, on Ninth Street, betwen / and A,
I %% ANTS it. generally understood, but juirticu
P _* " Inrly known, that fresh, sweet Jtread, and

Tea Biscuit, (everyeyening» Cakes and Pies ofeven
i- description, fresh Fruits of the mwsoii. and Confer
,r tionery, generally, can at all times be bad at his es

tablishment at as reasonable prions, as any place in
the city. He flatters himself that by his personal

9 attention and knowledge of hia business, to give en

B tire satisfaction to all who may bestow on him their
patronage,

* Also, wanted, an Apprentice, a well grown boy
preferred, an 5-8t


