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I "THE UNION OF THE UNIONIST8, FOR
I THE SAKE OF THE UNION ! I"

IpBT Brother Editors, will you do ub the fnvor
I iolet your readers know that there is an AmerI

ican paper published at the Federal City.
Ipr Thanks for your kind and truthful noI

tice of the "American," Messieurs Maupin, of

I the Hardy, Virginia, Whig.
IHT Editors of the Weekly, Missouri, Tele-

graph, thanks!

fW Mr. Speaker Orr declines being a candidatefor re-election to Congress.
yy t« It Mid that E. V. 1'ratt, son-in-law of

lion. Rufus Choate, will be appointed Assistant
Treasurer at Boston."

Chonte supported Buchanan for President.
The laborer is worthy of his hire.

Te have devoted much more space of
late to the subject of Kansas and Lecompton
than suits our own taste; but it is the all-inallsubject here.the rod of Aaron, which
swallows up everything else; and it is difficult,
almost impossible, and perhaps not advisable,
to avoid what is in every one's mouth and
thoughts.
Upon this subject, American* are by no

means united; some going for, and some against
Lecompton. It is not a party measure with
them, and therefore each one takes what course

he thinks proper and right, without reference
to his Americaninn, and without disturbing
his party relations. For ourselves, we strcnouslyoppose the Lecompton Constitution, becausewo think it fraught with evil, and will
prolong agitation; but other Americans take a

different view, and so we differ amicably. If
we use strong language, so do they; hut no

exception is taken by cither. The American
papers of Kentucky, without exception, wo believe,oppose the admission of Kansas under
the Lecompton Constitution, and so do many

I other Southern papers; while nearly all in
Virginia, Alabama and Georgia take tlio other

I side.

MR. SEWARD ON THE AMERICAN
PARTY.

«« AA .U. : .1 IL. >....] A ilminial no

Ition came in, under a President who had obtained
success by the intervention at the polls of a third
party.an ephemeral organization, built upon a

foreign and frivolous issue, which had just strength
cDough and life enough to give to a pro-slavery
party the aid required to produce that untowaid
result."
The ab ive is an extract from Mr. Seward's

speech in the Senate last week. It is the latest
sneer and kick at that party we have seen.

LEFT IN TIIE NEXT TRAIN.
41 The news of the triumph of the Republican

party last night, drove away from our city in the
next train, a large number «f our most conspicuousgamblers, piostitutes and other offenders. II
they wjgh to escape merited punishment, the balancehad better leave to-night.".Chicago Ditnocrut.

" The balance had bettor leave to-night.".
Balance,.bit-lanx.two dishes; equipoise,
equilibrium. The two dishes, the equipoise,

4 or equilibrium, had better leave to-night 1
i We wish our editors and members of Congresswould use and speak the English language,and not corrupt it so villainously.

SLAVE TRADE.

Many Southern papers, and among them the
Baltimore Clipper, energetically oppose the reopeningof the slave-trade, considering it an
4< advance backwards" of just half a century.
We have learned to be surprised at nothing in
these days, and should not be at a proposition
to establish terfage, or the Faudal syttem in
this country. We have no doubt there are

.
thousands in the United States who would ad,. vocate the latter form of society, provided they
knew they would be Lords, and their neighborstheir va&scls, and that they would bo put
in possession of baronial castles and estates.

SIDE BLOW.

Mr. Senator Hunter, in his oration at the inaugurationof the statue of Washington, took
occasion to give Mr. Buchanan a very severe
aide-blow. Speaking of Washington, he said :

41 The very constitution of bis Cabinet gave evidenceof bis peculiar genius and his own consciousDewof power. He sought no unit Cabinet, accordingto the set phrase of succeeding times. lie
' aaked no suppression of sentiment, no concealmentof opinion ; be exhibited no mean jealousy
' of high talent in others, seeking for inferior instrumentsbecause such only he could expect to command.But he gathered around him the greatestpublic men of tneir day, and some of tbem to be
* ranked with the greatest men of any day."

41 Look on this picture, and on this." Who
could fail to see the contrast here presented betweenWashington and Buchanan.
HOW WILL THE SOUTH LIKE IT »
At the late office-holders Lecompton meeting

i lately, held in New York, where the late Scnn
tor John A. Dix, a noted Frec-Soiler, presided,

' he aaid :

^ ^

44 That the Constitution of Kansas, framed by the
i/ecoropion Uonvention, will be amended, no one
doubt*. It is true, it contains a provision that it
shall be on alterable until 1864. Hut I regard all
ch attempted limitations of sovereign power as

entirely nugatory. It is the right of every peopleto amend or abolish at will the form of governmentunder which they live. No power on earth
cast prevent them from exercising the right whenevertitey please. It lies st tho foundation of all
ropttkr Sovereign ty

If this doctrine prevails, what will prevent
the peopl* of the United States altering their
constitntfon at anj moment? And as (he peopleof the free States greatly outnumber those
of the slave States, what will prevent the
former from altering it just to suit themselves?
We hold ta no such doctrino ; a constitution is
s shield, hnckler and rampart to protect minoritiesagainst the arbitrary will of mijor,itiea

ViaoiwiA.. By the Constitution of tit# State the
sessions of the Legislature are biennial, and limitedto ninety daya. The late session was to have
terminated on Saturday. A resoint ion had passed
lite Senate to extend the seasion to the 16th of
March, but h waa lost in the House of Delegates
for want of the constitutional majority of twotMrda,(»a,) the vote being 18 to 46. It require*
two-thirds 10 pssa an appropriation bill, and all
the Important internal improvement bills are yet
on the calendar. Both Houses adjourned on Saturday,but a sofident number of members having
signed a request to Governor Wise for an extra
mien, he has weeded to the request by oonvenlugan extra esssisn.
As AaaiVAJ. from Curaooa reports rumors of a

revolution la favor of Bees.
Dates from St. Domingo to the 1st ult, state

that BaoiheM hisown against Santa Anna. Hehrd
an abundance of provision# from Onraeov, and hadI purchased a number of schooners and converted
them into men-of-war.
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IMPROPER EXECUTIVE INFLUENCE.

In tho course of a discussion in the Mouse,
on this subject on tiie 4th instant, the follow- (

ing remarks were made by Mr. Nichols, of ,

Ohio, an I Mr. Qiddings : (

"Mr. NICHOLS. We know that when political t
parties have the control of this Government, and (
when they marshal themselves ill favor of a politicalmeasure, the Executive of the nation, the le '

[resellUtivo of the great controlling party, seeks I
to accomplish a national purpose. We know, t
without investigation, that the power and patron* (
age of this Government are brought to bear to
effect that object, not, perhaps, in a direct and of-
fensive manner, but the recognised doctiiuu that t
1 to the victors belong the spoils' is carried out in (

practice, ami an Administration prefers none bui
its friends. Who does not understand this y Was 1

it ever otherwise in the history of political putties t
since the days of Jefferson ? r

Mr. GIDD1NG3. With the permission of my (
colleague, I will tell him of one instance. I once

heard my old friend, John Quincy Adan 8 charged '

with having perverted his patronage to tiie sup- «

pot t of his purty. lie rose here, in the presence
of this body, and declared that ho had never advisedthe appointment of any man in any Depart
incut of this Government save one, and that was v

when his honor, Judge AlcL an, was PostmaHer (
Generul of the United States. Au old friend of e
Mr. Adams, and a friend of his father, called on

him, and he wrote a note to Mr. McLean, saying 1

that he should be very much gratified to have this *

ffis>n<l unitoiii#j><1 a il. inifv noMfiiniHtpr Mr. Mc- r

Lean returned, for answer, that the man was unfit ^
for the position, aid refused to appoint him ; and
that was the i ml of it.

41 Mr. NICHOLS. Mr. Speaker, I know there f
are solitary exceptions. My colleague's rccollec- i
tion goes further back than mine, but I can give j
him a fiesher instance than the one he has referred
to.an instance where a dominant majority of this
House retained in office a politicul opponent. Hut
such instances are like spiings of water in the
desert, to which the traveler resorts when thirst
impels him to seek relief; the general rule is the
other way.

Mr. G1DDINGS. So much the worse.

Mr. NICHOLS. Who expects otherwise? I
do not, for one, certainly. When my colleague
says so much the worse, I respond heartily to it.
I say, Mr. Speaker, so much the worse. It is
this principle, this disposition to reward the victorswith the spoils, which is diing more to corruptthis Government than anything else which
affects its interests. I have no qunrrol with my
friend about that. But the point I make in this
case is this : is there sufficient in the charge itself
to warrant this House, a grave, deliberative body,
in ordering an investigation based upon a newspaperparagraph, even though my colleague [Mr. j
Burns] desires it? I siy, for one, that I will net |
upon nothing of the kind.

Mr. Nicho's seems to think that because the
doctrine that " to the victors bolong the spoils ,
of office," has been acted on as far back as his
memory can go, it was always the practice, at ;
least since the days of Jefferson ; and he asks
in a tone that implies that he expected a nega-
tive answer, "was it ever, otherwise in the
history of political parties since the days of
Jefferson ?" ,

We can answer this question; and we do
answer, YES ; it was alieayt otherwise until
Jackson came in in 1829. Neither Mr. Madi-
son, Mr. Monroe, nor Mr. Adams ever made a

single removal fr >m office on political grounds,
or to enable them to reward, or appoint a politicalfriend. They would have scorned to do
it; and they would have scorned the man who
should have asked them to do It. Neither did
Mr. Jefferson do it; he made very few remo\alsfrom office, though he did not re-appoint
somo of his political opponents when their
term of office expired, and some he did re-appoint

In those days our Presidents supposed that
they were elected by the people to take charge
of and conduct the public business of the nation,and not to 44reward " or ^punish" any
one for exercising tho right of an American
citizen to vote according to the dictates of his
best judgment. The question with them was,
44 is he honest, is he capable, and is he faithful <

to the Constitution ?" not, 44 is he a Democrat ?
did ho advo ate my nomination ? did he vote
for met is he a true party man? and will i
his appointment strengthen the Democratic i

party t" c

The latter is the present Democratic test. In '

modern times party has been substitu'.od for '

eoun try; tho good of the party, not the good 1

of the country, is now the great object; and 4
instead of the interest* of the eovntry, we hear f

members in the two halls of Congress con- 1

stantly speak of the intereete of the Demo- t

eratie party. What is the consequence of r
... . . . i . . « . (
mis placing piTiy aoove me country r uno 01

consequences is, that Democratic " Platforms" /
.a tiling of which our fathers were profoundly *

ign >rant.now override, and are looked upon '
as more binding upon individuals than the
Constitution; and further, whatever measures 1
the Administration think proper to adopt must
ho sustained, right or wrong, by every nu inber j
of the party, or he is anathematized and ex- t
communicated, and if an office-holder, behead- j
cd tan* ctremonie. No man holding an office c
under the General Government, must now dare

. r
to have an opinion of public measures, or in
regard to what is right or conducive to the

fl
public interests, different from that entertained ,

by the President. ^
Such a state of things the framerg of the c

Constitution never dreamed could exist under I
that instrument It was propo-ed in the con- t
vention which formed itT to restrict the Presi- r
dent from making removals from office, on the s

ground that he might abuse the power, just as \

it now is abused; but Mr. Madison opposed (
the proposition, and said that if a President j
should remove men from office without good t
nil Kiilliricnt ennui'. such »s incftrandenrv had <

character, Ac., he would he liable to he impeached;and that thin would effectually pre
vent Huch removals. Hut we have seen that he
misjudged Congress and the people. Whoevershould talk now of impeaching the Prcsi
dent for making removals from office for politicalcauses on:y, without regard to the public
interests, would be laughed at Mr. Nichols
seems to think that even if the charge were

true, that a member of Congress's vote were

influenced by the Exo utive by promising
such member an appointment if he would vote
as the President desired, he, Mr. would
not consider it sufficient to warrant an investigation! So, at least, we understand him..
The least suspicion of an attempt on the pait
of the President to tamper with members, 6r
influcnco their votes upon any question by a

promise of an office, or anything of the kind, <

would once have been sufficient to cause him to
beimpeached; now, however, itcxcitceno "specialwonder," nor calls forth any severe remark.9tich is onr progress downward.

Mr. Buchanan is at this moment acting upon
the same principle as Louis Napoleon. The
safety of the latter, and even his life, despendupon the fidelity and loyalty of those
whom he appoints or permits to hold office
under his government. In like manner,
Mr. Buchanan requires all who hold office
under the Federal Government to he true,
faithful and loyal to him, and if any are

/

found not to be ho, they #ro uncercmonihhIvdecapitated.
That it was not always bo, the following cir;umstanccwill show. While Mr. J. Q. Adams

van President, certain prominent gentlemen
ame to this city for the purpose of procuring
he removal of the Collector of the Port of
Charleston, South Carolina, and the appointnentof another person in his place. They
irst called upon a known friend of Mr. Adams
mil told hitn what their errand here was, and
emarking that if this were done, South Caroinamight be qirriod for Mr. A., if not, he
vould not obtain her vote. The gentleman
ipon whom they called, inquired of them
vhcther there was any complaint made against
he Collector as a public officerV to which they
eplied in the negative, lie then told them
hat if that were the easo, Mr. Adams would
lot remove him. But they determined to try, '

.nd did.
Upon stating the case to the President, he

sked them what sort of a public officer Mr..
ras V To which they replied, very good;
here was no fault to be found with him in his
ifficial capacity. Then, said Mr. A., I shall
lot remove him. I have 110 right to interfere
vith him except as a public officer, and if he
lischarges his duties as such, ably and faithiilly,that is all I have to see to. As to his
irivato opinions about men, whether he pre-
ers another to me or me to another, I have
lolhing to do with them ; he is a freeman, and
ias a right to think for himself. The gentlenensaid that if he were not removed, Mr. A.
vould lose the vote of" that State; and if ho
vere, they thought he would get it. Mr. A.
eplied that he could not and would not
emove any man from office for political reasons,even if his re-election or defeat depended
lpon it; and he did not

IIOW CAN SUCH THINGS BE ?

It is a mystery to us, past finding out, how
iien of character, standing, and high position,
vho are respected by their neighbors, and who
espect themse'.ves; men who would scorn, as

nflividuals, to bo guilty of, or be in any way
nixed up with fraud or falsehood, or do inusliceto others, can, as Senators and McmDcrsof Congress, consent to become the apologistsand supporters of such foul and disgraceu)frauds as have bem practised and are now

ittcmpted to bo practised upon the people of
Kansas 1 Can such men suppose that their
Senatorial or Congressional robes will protect
them from contamination, when they take fast
hold of this Kansas carcass, the odor of which
tills the whole Union, to bear it through the two
halls of Congress? If they fatter themselves
with any such idea, we think they will greatly
deceive themselves; no man can handle tar
without sortie of it sticking to his fingers; nnd
110 public man can take part in perpetrating a

great wrong, without losing (hat high characterfor stern integrity and lofty statesmanship,
which it should be the ambition of all public
men to maintain. Is it possible to feel a high
respect for men who deliberately and willfully
perpetrate, or sanction the perpetration of
fraud nnd injustice ? And is the fact that it is
demanded by the despotic decree of a party,
any excuse or palliation for wrong? Such au

act was once perpetrated in the Senate, when
the records of that body were sacriligiously
mutilated and expunged; and the actora in that
dark scene will never be forgotten. And when
the Lccompton Constitution shall be forced
upon a people to whom it is detestable, by the
votes of Senators and Members, there will be
farmed a record that no time can efface; a recordthat will forever rise in judgftient and
condemnation against every man who records
tiis vote in the affiimative.

If the measure is carried through the House,
t is well known it will be done by the cor-

upt use of Executive patronage, and the force
)f party drill and fealty. It is well known that
ho uninfluenced judgment of members would
yithout a moment's hesitation condemn the
neasurc; it is well known that members inendtovote for P, who admit that it is a great
mtrago, but excuse and justify themselves
ipon the ground of party fidelity and party
luty, as if their duty to their country were
tot for a momont to stand in tho way of their
calty to the President, as the head of tluir
>arty! But how those acknowledging no

ugh fealty, but arrajed politically against the
'resident, can become the allies of that party
n the jcrpctration of fraud and oppression, is
o us inconceivable.

py By the liberal use of threats and promses,the guillotine and Executive patronage,
lie President has done much to keep tho spoilsovingDemocracy of the North in the tiaccs
>n the Kanpas fraud, and the Lccompton
neetings held lately in the city of New York,
it Harrisburg and elsewhere, pretty clearly
ihow that much the largest portion of the Denocracyare ready to slick to their leader and
["HE PARTY in the perpetration of any ini|uityhowever flagrant or abominable. Mr.
)awson, upon taking the chair as President of
he Harrisburg Convention of submissives, rcnindedthe members that in 1854, upon the pas-
age of the Kansas-Nebraska act, the State Con-
reninn which met at llarrtsburg to nominate a

iovernor, failed to endorse that act, and " ad-
onrncd prematurely, and with a hurried Btep,
o cHcapcthe imaginary danger;" and the increnceis, that aa they were then afraid of the
joople, they must be more bold now, and fear
lothing. But the Democratic parly were debatedthat year.defeated by the Kansas-Nebraskaact; and Mr. Dawson may rest assured
hat d deat awaits them now.

The Administration are trying to impress
he public mind with the belief that the momentK nnRas is admitted as a State under the
Lecompton Constitution, the Kansas agitation
will cease. But they know better; they know
Lhat so far from ceasing, it will rage with tenfoldmore fury. That constitution can ntvor
be crammed down the throats of the people of
Kansas; never.

[From the Louisville Journal ]
EDWARD EVERETT.

Since F,d»erd Everett oommenoed the delivery
of his great oration on Washington, he has tiieii
greatly abused by eertsifi journalists at the North
because he did not see fit to use language of a settloral character. Thoir condemnation has been
unmeasured ; and one, after reading their tirades,
must wonder what he has been guilty of to re
oeive such treatment. But the abuse of Mr. R,
as we have already said, is not confined to the 1
North. The Richmond South not long sine j as
united him In ths most confr mpt'.ble m inner ;
but al! such attacks, either from the Noith or the '

South, fail of their effect, as he Is not to be injured I
In the least by such tradncers. The Ohio Ptate ]
Journal relates the following, apropos to ih r as- ]
Mult upon him hy the Richmond Sonth:
" When General Harrison, in 1MO, nominated

Mr. Everett as Minister to England, the s'ave power
1

n the Senate Bought to d jfoat bim on the ground '

t *

fiat he wu 4 an Abolitionist.' He had written a

letter to a Free Soil Committee, when a candidate
for Governor, tu ying that he waa oppose.i to the
extension of slavery, and in favor of abolishing it
11 the District of Columbia. Wiliiam H. King, of
Alabama, waa Chairman of the Committee on For
ign Relatione, and reported against Mr. Everett's

confirmation, and made a speech sustaining his
report. In the course of hia speech he said, ' that
if men entertaining the seutiments of Mr. Everett
in his letter to the Free Soil Comini toe were to be
entrusted with high official positions, and sunt to
represent our country abroad, the Union would
on be at an end.' llenry Clay, during the speech

of Mr. King, was walking in the rear of the Presi-
dent's chair, listening all the while to the speech,
and when Mr. King came to the pa t wo have
quoted as above, he came round to his place, and
taking the words of Mr. King, he drew himself up
to his full height, and pointed his long and skinny
forefinger at the Alabama Senator, hiaeye Hashing
fire, and his whole frame trembling with excite
ineiit, lie thuudcred out, in the fullness of his
magnificent voice, 4 And I tell you, sir, if you re-

|ect the nomination of the distinguished citizen of
Ma sachuseita for the reason you have stated, the
Union is dissolved already."

44 No report of this scene in the United States
Senate was ever published. Mr. Morehead was

At the time a colleague of Mr. Clay, and was au eye-
witness of tho whole of it. He said he never saw

Mr. Clay so great as upon that occasion. The t ITcct
was electrifying, and when ho sat down the case

was settled: Edward Everett was conhrmed."
We can confirm tho sta'cment of the Ohio

State Journal. Wo have often listened to tho
accounts of Senators Mangum, Morehoad, and
Simmons of this scene, and have heard them
talk it over. They concurred in saying that
the speech delivered on that occasion by Mr.
Clay, was the most eloquent they had ever

heard from any human being; and they thought
it tho most eloquent the great orator himself
ever delivered. Mr. Clay spoke on that occasionabout twenty minutes, and those who
were present declare that it was a continued
stream of electric and electrifying eloquence,
which took Senators by surprise, and held
them in breathless silence during tho whole
litno.

THE SPIRIT OF THE DEMOCRACY

Tho Democratic pnrty lately held a conventionat llarrisburg, Pennsylvania, to give in
their adhesion to Kino James I., and assure

him of thur support in his Lcoompton swindle.Tho remarks of some of the members
aro rather st?iking, and of a chara tcr that
would please the car of tho most despotic monarchin the world ; they would delight even the
" Brothel- of the sun and father of the moon,"
his Celestial Majesty, Emperor of China. We
select two specimens:

" Mr. Hopkins, of Washington, addressed the
Convention in regard to his positiou. The county
convention which nominate^ him pas rd resolutionsagainst the Kansas policy of the President,
with the knowledge of his sentiments on the subject.He declared in the Convention that he would
never cast a vote in censure of Mr. Iluchannn,
either in relation to the Kansas question or any
other measure. He spoke at some length in laudationof Mr. Buchanan. lie regretted that the
Lccompton Constitution had not been submitted to
the people; but ho would sustain Mr. Buchanan in
his position. '

,

* '* * *

Mr. Cassidy, of Philadelphia, gave in his adhesionto the repot t of the committee. The Philadelphiadelegation, he said, would stand by Mr.
Buchanan and his policy. Mr. Buchanan had no

stronger friends than the Philadelphia delegation.
He said, by authority, that William A. Porter
would stand on any platform the Convention might
adopt."
- N. B..Mr. William A. Porter, son of tho
late Governor David R. Porter, was a candidatefor the nomination of Judge of the SupremeCourt, and was nominated as such. Ho
was willing, it seems, in order to secure a nomination,to "stand on any platform tho Conventionmight adopf." That is to say, he was

willing to Bwear that white is black, and black
id white, it the convention says so; that Lecomptonis right or wrong, just as the conventiondetermines I A very independent, uprightJudge he would make, very! But he
will not he elected.

[From the editorial Washington correspondence of
the Richmond Examiner.]

JUDGE DOUGLAS AND THE PARTY.

"The future position of Judge Douglas is still
I matter of speculatipn here. But (ear AdministrationDemocrats expect him to co-operate with
them hereafter. Almost without exception, they
characterize him as a deserter, and a strong r term
is not unfrcqucntly applied to him. What a theme
for moralizing on the ephemeral nature of the
fame of the- party leader. Less than one brief
year ago, a majority of the party that lias nearly
always ruled this country, would have crowned
Stephen A. Douglas with the highest honors withinits gift. Now, he has utterly forfeited the conBdenceofthe great body of that party, and finds
hut few apologies even except among those who
not long since hung and burnt him in effigy I
And why should the editor express such

special wonder at tho change that has taken
place in Judge Douglas prospects? Is it withouta parallel? By no mc&nR. Tho fate of
Buckingham, at the hands of Itichard III, that
cfWolsoy, under Henry VIII,and that ofmany
i man who served a tyrant rather than his
country or his God, are similar and instructivelessons to public men. Ono may wade in
hlood a mile to serve a tyrant, but if he refuse
to take another step, his head pays the forfeit.

The British money-lenders, holding large
imounts of Mexican stocks upon which the intermtis very irregularly paid, are looking round anxiouslyto find somebody who will shoulder the debt
and save them from loss. The London Times, as
the organ of then; stock jobber*, proclaims its enLirewillingness that the United Rtates should take
p issession of Mexico, and thus make themselves responsiblefor the Mexican debi. The New York
Times, with most amiable simplicity, snaps eagerly
at this proposal to divide Mexico, the nut to the
British bond holders, and the burrs to us; nrges
tho assuming at once the protectorate of that
oountry, and the taking measures to establish a
stable government there, able to pay the Mexican
debts.
" But in making this recommendation our co

temporary eeoms to have neglected one of the
most pregnant suggestions of the London paper
from which it quotes 1 The capacity of the Mexicanpopulation for appreciating a constitutional
role, is not so remarkable that we should voluntocr
to Administer it' And if not Great Britain, why
should the United Rtates volunteer to administer
the government of a country in whose finances and
trade they have so much smaller an interest?.
Why should we risk the burning of our fingers for
the sake of raking the British chestnuts out of the
fire ? When we shall first havo to-established iaw
and order in Kansas and Utah, and paid up our

debts, it will then be quite time to dispose of our
superfluous energy by taking Mexico in hand.".
N. Y. Tributu.

It in rumored hero that Mr. Seward is in favorof absorbing all Mexico and Csntral America;arid that the New York Times has taken
the course it has by his advisement. We know
not how much truth there may be in this report
ir a bill has been reported from the JudlsiaryCommittee of the New York Assembly, modifyingand amending the usury laws; it makes the

egal rat# seven per cent, but suthoricee the collectionof the principal and the legal rate of interest
where a higher rate has been paid. Also, to
imend the law against gambling by imposing a

ine of $1,000, J

POSTMASTER AT CHICAGO.
" The appointment by the President of Isaac

Cook, E-<|., to be postal ster at Chicago, was con
tinned by the Senete on Tuesday. The Union
says Mr. Cook is an aotive, intelligent, and reliable
Democrat; and we are glad to know that he baa
passed the Senate's ordeal, where his merits were

severely questioned."
And who is Mr/Cook? We have been in-

formed that he formerly kept a low " doggery"
in Chicago, whore he manufactured, or accom

modatod drunkards, lie then built and kept
the spacious drinking and gambling establishmentcalled "the Young America." He therebybecame a prominent and important man in
the Democratic party, and was made Post
master under Pierce's administration, and is
charged with having been a defaulter to the
tunc of $1,500. IIow this is, wo do not know,
but it seems he has got through the Senate, *

ind may have been assisted to pay up.
Cook attended an anti-Lccompton molting

sometime ago; but finding the Administration
ready to pay well for Lecompton men, seized
the first opportunity to bargain for the post
office. Hire's a patriot for you! Hurrah for
patriots 1 Who will now say that Republics
are ungrateful?
HOW A PATRIOT GETS REWARDED.

The Washington correspondent of the New
York Tribune, gives us the following bit of
history:

" The reward which that venerable patriot, Sam
Medary, received for hia adhesion to Lecompton
ought to be embalmed, after the fashion of Caisar's
victory.Veni, vidi, vici. He came to Washington,he saw the chance, and lie conquered. His
special mission was to engineerM inn ssota through
Congress, having been the territorial Governor
who, alter Democratic tastmn. naa cerunca tno

minority to be the legitimate Convention. Just
then the breach widened between Douglas and the
White House. So ho tan over to Ohio for a fortnight,and returned to assure the President that
while the rascally politicians.mind, the men who
scent spoils from afar off.wore against bim, }ho
people were with him. Such eloquence was overpowering; and as Mr. Cox, the member from
Columbus, had followed in the wake of Douglas,
the axe was applied to the head of his postmaster,
and Mtdary went back rejoicing, singing pmans to
Lcconipton, which, though it has buried many,
has resurrected a few, who may as well, to save

expense, preserve their political shrouds for the
demand of 1880."
Sam has been famous for his principles for

the last thirl/ years; they are seven; namely :

five loaves and two fishes.
Wood and Gunpowder Incombustible^

The day of fire annihilators does not seem

to have entirely gone by. A French artillery
officer has made & singular discovery, by which
all danger from explosion of a powder magazinetnay be prcvmtcd. His method is to mix
the powder with common coal dust. Its efficacyhas been demonstrated on a large scale,
by filling a magazine with the mixture, and
then setting it on fire, but no explosion took
place, and after burning a considerable time,
the fire was extinguished by applying water.
The gunpowder burned like other combustible
matters, such as pitch or tar, from which it is
presumed the dust must have been that of bituminouscoal. When ttie powder is required
for use, nothing more is needed than to separateit from the dust by means of sieves, when
it resumes its original explosive property. The
theory of this curious discovery is very simple.thodust prevents the several grains of
powder from coming in contact with each
other; hence, as one explodes, the dust prevents
the explosion from reaching another grain. But
a fire-annihilating discovery, which is much
more likely to become generally useful, has
nlso been made in France by M. Carpcron,
who has proved its value by numerous cxperi
inents made in presence of the Emperor. The
process renders wood, tissues of all sorts, drosses,decorations, Ac., absolutely incombustible.
Ladies' dresses of the most gauzelike materials
wcro set fire to, and would not burn. An
officer's tent, containing a bod with muslin
curtains, resisted successfully the application
of numerous flaming torches. A cottage, half
of which was secured by M. Carpcron's preparation,and the other half filled with straw,
was set on fixe on tho unprotected side. Tho
llamcs quickly spread and raged with fury, and
consumed half Of tho building; but tho fire
died away when it reached the prepared part,
and left it sound and altogether uninjured. A
theater was then prepared, with all its scenery,
robes, and decorations, and reneatnd affptnnt*
were made to destroy it by fire, but in vain.
it would not burn. Such a discovery, introducedinto our cities, and applied to the drcBscsof the ignorant Irish and German pi'Is,
who are so frequently burned alive by using
camphcne, would be a great blessing.- Another
Fronch contrivance, not exactly of the same

order, is noticed in recent publications. Its
object is to economise fuel, an article which is
enormously dear in Paris and all other
French towns. It consists of a mere pipe of
thick sheet iron, into which logs of wood are

thrown, and beneath which the fire is lighted.
This contrivance produces so much heat that
the apartment is throughly warmed during the
day, and at night the logs, completely charred,
but not consumed, ye withdrawn as charcoal,
and will sell for double their original cost as

wood. The inventor of this chimney'is M.
Renaud, and the French journals anticipate
great things from it. Rut it would seem to be
otily a modification of the tyell-known Americanair-tight stove, which was highly rcc nimendedby an old woman about the time it
was first offered for sale, who declared that in
the morning she put three cents worth of wood
into it, which kept her room warm all day and
night, and that next morning she had sixpence
worth of charcoal to sell.

The use or Iron.

A celebrated English writer thus forciblyalludes to and describes the uses of iron :
"Of what consequence the discovery of one

natural body and its properties may be to humanlife, the whole great Continent of America
is a convincing instance; whose ignorance in
useful arts, and want of the greatest part of
the conveniences of life, in a country that
abounded with all sorts of natural plenty, I
think may be attributed to their ignorance of
what was to be found in a very ordinary des-
picable stone.[ mean the mineral of iron.
And whatever we think of our art* er improvementsin this part of the world, where knowledgeand plenty set-m to vio with oach other,
fet to any one that will seiiously reflect 011 it,
suppose it will appear, past doubt, that were

the use of iron lost among us, wo should, in a
few ages, be unavoidably reduced to the wants
and ignorance of the ancient savage Americans,
whose natural endowments and provisions
come no way short of those of the most flourishingand polite nations. 80 that he who drat
made known the use of that contemptible
mineral, may be truly styled the father of arts,
arid author of plenty."
Onk hundrod and eighty towns give a Republicanmajority of 4,600, which will be about the maorityin the Stato.

DOINGS or CONGHE8S. »

Our Bummr y of the doings of Congress du- ji
ring the past week may be comprised in a nut fi
shell. The discussion of the Kansas question M

has occupied nearly the whole time of both Jjbranches. a
Mr. Green, of Mi.-souri, who heads the maiorityof the Committee on Territories, having a

given notice on Monday that it was the inten- g
tion of the majority of the Senate to take the v

vote on the bill to admit Kansas on Monday
next, the whole time of the Senate, excepting ^the morning hour, has been given up to this t
tubj' ct. .v

Some significant votes were taken in the j
House on Thursday, ft is known that Mr. i

Stephens of Georgia, headB the majority of the
select committee of lllleen, appointed sometime
since by Mr. Speaker Orr, who in that instance
placed on the committee a majority of memberswho were opposed to the object for which
the House ordered the committro to be appointed.Mr. S. prepared a report for that
majority, and sought to make it to the House;
failing in that ho caused it to bo published in
the Union, as the report of the majority, though
it hod never been made.

Mr. Harris brought the subject before the
House on Thursday us a question of privilege,
but the Speuker decided that it was not a

question of privilege, and that no question of
privilege could arise out of it. From this decisionMr. Harris appealed. A call of the
House was then moved, and the ayes and noes

demanded; being taken, they stood, ayes.1)9
noes.108.
The ayes and noes were then taken on a

motion to lay the appeal on tho table, and
stood, ayes.07 noes.112. Being a majority
of 15 against the friends of Lecoinpton, or of
the majority of the select committee. A motionto adjourn was lost, ayes.89 noes.129.
Another defeut of the friends of Lecouipton.

The question was then upon sustaining
the decision of tho Chair; but at the request
of Mr. Marshall, of Ky., the appeal was postponedtill yesterday at one o'clock.

These proceedings created great sensation in
the House and galleries, and may bo taken as

some indication of the present feeling of that
body in regard to the admission of Kansas underthe Lecouipton Constitution. Nothing so

significant has occurred since the select committeeof 15 was ordered.
Among tho extraordinary incidents of the

past week in Congress, may be mentioned the
presentment of the resolutions of the Stato of
Texas on the Kansas cmbrolio. They are
what may be called, and what are called by
the papers of that State, the ultimatum of
Texas! They threaten terrible things if Kansasbo not admitted under the Lecompton Constitution,and the Slate has made a large appropriationof money to carry out her threats!

Well, this is rather funny.Texas so latoly
begging to come into our Union, and to whom
tho United States actually (/ace ten millions of
dollars to enable her to bo honest and pay her
debts, now threatening to dissolvd tho Union
if ker ultimatum is not.ace -pted by Congress!
Who can help laughing ?

Summary of Foreign News by the Earora.

The steamship F.uropa, which arrived on

Saturday evening last, brings six days later
intelligence from Europe. Among her passengerswas Mohammed Pasha, the long-expectedTurkish Rear-Admiral. The Governmenthad been defeated in tho House of Uom-
mona upon (.ho Conspiracy-to-Murder bill, by '

a vote of 234 to 215, and (here were popular
demonstrations against the measure. The bill
to abolish Church rates, which was opposed <

by (he Government had been ordered to a

second reading by a large majority. Further
debates had taken place on the proposed India
bill and there was a decided vote in favor of its
introduction. Capt. Dunham bad sold the bark
Adriatic to the Russian Government or to a

Russian firm, and was on his way to England.
The triAl of the conspirators against Louis

Napoleon was to have commenced on the 25th
ultimo. The new penal law, slightly amended,
had been again reported by Count do Morny
to tho Legislative Body, where some bold
words had been spoken against it. An applicationfor a large amount of secret service
money for the Minister of the Interior was underconsideration. Tho Federal Council of
Switzerland had decreed the removal of the
foreign refugees into the interior; the Sardinian
and Belgian Governments had yielded, or were

about to yield, substantially to tho demands of
Franco respecting the refugees and other
obnoxious persons. The Bank of France had
lowered its rates of discount from 4 1-2 to
4 per cent Cotton and consols had advanced.

Later news from India had been received.
Sir Colin Campbell was about to commence
the subjugation of Rohilcund, whence he would
march upon Lucknow, where the rebels were '

in great force. All was quiet in the Punjaub,
and in the Madras and Bombay Presidenc'es.
Sir James Outram had defeated the enemy at
Alumbagh twice with great slaughter. From
China there iR no later news, but ample details
of the bombardment of Canton are given.

Bombardment of Canton.
Tho whole of tho operations had been concludedwith a view to occasion the smallest

possible sacrifice of life. At the last,moment
tho Chinese showed no sisma of surrenderine. <

but continued to fire at their adversaries from '

the tops of houses. The position of the allies
was such that they could entirely destroy the
city in case of continued obstinacy.
The official despatches from tne naval and (miliiary commnnacrs-in-rhicf report that tho

city was escaled and captured witn trifling loss [
on the morning of the 29th of December. t

CANTON ON HUE.TltE SCENE AT NIORT.
Then came the night.and such a night I '

The Bhips almost ceased from their firing, but
tho city soon became like our own Shropshirb "

iron countries at night.a plain of fire. At tfirst it appeared as though tho besiegers were
bent upon reducing the place to aRhes; but lit- t
tic by little, as I gained by a change of position a
some idea of the scene an a whole, tho dosti uc-
lion was not without a plan. There was a great
blaze at the northwest angle of tho city. Tho
gate there is surmounted by a Chinese guard- ]house, with the usual grotesque upward point- J
ed roof, fthclls and rockets were poured in \

volleys upon this structure, and it soon became J
a sheet of flame through which the roof, tho
rafters, and the walls stood out in dark outline. .

By constant showers of rockets the flame was c
led up and down the city wall, and in an incrediblyshort time the long, thin line of fire
shot high into the heavens, and then subsided
into a smouldering smoke.

While this was still raging those vengcfiil ®!
rockets described a new parabola. They came _

hurtling through the moonlight along the lino
of the eastern wall. They sought out the three tl
spots which have been marked as the objects *

of tho triple assault of the English and French T

troops to-morrow. As those dreadfbl twenty- ni
four pound rockets flew, flames arose. They o'

1
f

eemed to lead the fire about an a tame elephant
.precisely as they willed; aud, »t ange to say,
t never seemed to spread inward, or to stray
roin the line of the city walls. 1 expect that
/hen, at some more convenient season, 1 come
o see the interior, I shall find that all the conlagrationswehave been watching to night with
,n awe stricken pity have destroyed only that
ine of old houses which leant againtst the inner
ide of the wall, and afforded cover to those
;igalls whence all our groat losses in affairs
nth the Chinese have arisen.

tub btoum and kscaladk of TUB walls.
I mark the change of days, but they are not

livided by repose. All night the city was girt
>y a line of flame. The approach of morning
ras indicated by a suspension of the rocket
>ractice, and by the reopening of the mortar
mttery with redoubled energy. As the day>rokc the flames sank down and the sun rose
ipon a perfectly smokeless city.Tho charges of powder must have been inireasedin the mortar batteries, for the shells
iow Hew high up to tho hill forts. One of them
vt dav break burst UDon an embrasure of Fort
Sough, and another went right over it. The
ihipB that had been enfilading the eastern waH
iow ceased firing. It was the moment for the
issault. In thts neighborhood of the east fort
.he three divisions formed and the rush was
nadu. For two hours nothing is visible but
mioke.nothing is heard buttnerattlo of musvotryand loud cheering.

What deeds are done among this broken
ground.among Umbo trees and brushwood on
the tops and in the interstices of these gravecovered hillocks.how faro these forces, spread
iver more than a mile of attack, what divisions
ure fir»t, who fall and who survive, I must tell
liereafler. At 8 o'clock the wall is gained, and
[ see the bluejackets, English and French, racingalong it northwards. Gough's Fort gives
>ut its fire, let us hope without effect, but, well
icrved, its guns might sweop the wall. There
is a check and silence for half an hour. I can
rccognizo the blue trousers of one of the divisionsof our naval brigade. The leaders are
probably teaching them how to take that five
storied pagoda upon the northwestern wall.
Along the city wall, and protected by its

battlements, they pass, I think, unscathed,
the fire from Gough Fort away to their right,ind come in front of a gleaming white battery,newly built, and full of guns, erected upon
& ledge of tin rock upon which the wall and
the five storied pagoda here stand. If the assailantswould only go to a proper distance,
how these guns would riddle them. But with
a rush and a cheer a detachment strikes from
the cover of the wall, which the guns do not
command, and houses itself Bafelv at the foot
of the very rock which bears the battery. Not
a shot can it fire. The riflemen from the walls
now ply this half moon for some minutes, and
in a quarter of an hour the detachment at the
foot of tbo rock has gone round and taken the
position from behind.

Relieved from these guns, which mighthave swept them down by hundreds, our men
in serried masses are now swarming along thewall. The five storied pagoda (which is no
more a pagoda, according to our notion of
a pagoda, than it is a bumboat, but an old
squared building divided into stories) is carriedby tho bayonet, and the French and
English colors are hoisted simultaneously.Now Gough's Fort opens out sulkily upon its
late al y; but the assailants, not waiting to
reply, hurry along the intervening wall westward.I can follow them for some time from
my position, and I hear them cheering whenI lose them in the hollow.
A few minutes of sharp fusillade, and blue

jackets emerge from the trees and buildings
upon Magazine hill. A moment after, and up
go the the two bits of bunting which tell that
this key of Canton is our own.

It is now twenty minutes alter ten. In four
hours, therefore, the hill defences of this city
have been captured. Gough's Fort yet holds
quiet; but this is a mere question of a few
hours or minutes more or less. The Magazinehill commands it, and it is within point blank
range.
Seven Daya Later irom Europe.-Arrival of

the Canada.
IlALirAa, March 10..The royal mail steamer

Canada, fiom Liverpool on the 27th ult, is below,coming up.
The Derby Cabinet has been modified by Lord

Stanly taking (he Colonial Department, Sir BulsrerLytton having retired therctrom.
mi. .-'-i r .v »

xue u-uu 01 vne conspirators against >apolcon'ilife had resulted in the conviction of Oraini, Ruiio,and I'icrri, who have been sentenced to death;tnd Gomez to penal servitude during his life.
The Danish ministry had resigned.
A new English Cabinet has been constituted, as

fellows:
Premier, Earl Derby.
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Disraeli.
Lord Chancellor, Sir F. Thesiger.President of the Council, Earl of Salisbury.Lord of the Privy Seal, Earl Hardwick.
Home Secretary, Spencer Walpole.
Foieign Seen t<ry, Earl of Malmeebury.Colonial Secretary, Sir Eulwer Lyttou.War Secretary, General Peel.
Admirality, Sir J. Packingham.Postmaster, Lord Colchester.
Pr. sident Board of trade, Mr. Henly.President Board i f Control, Lord Ellenborough.Public Wotks, Lord John Mauners.
Attorney General, Sir F. Kelly.Viceroy of In Knd, Evl of Eglington.Chancellor for Ireland, Justice Blackburn.
Chief Secretary for Ireland, Lord Naas.
The allied troops had made a final attack on

Tanton, obtaining entire poesession of the city on
the 29th December. Commissioner Yeh and a
distinguished Tartar general ai e among the prisoners.The allies have determined to hold Gentonunder a protectorate until satisfactory terms
an be insde with the Imperial government at Pekin.
The allied losses amount to only ISO killed. All
was quiet at Canton when the mail left, and there
was a prospect of a renewal of trade withiu a
week.
The American shlps-of-war Minnesota, Mississippi,Portsmouth, and San Jacinto were at HongKongon the 14th January.
Sir Colin Campbell was gathering strength for

in entry into Oude, where the final struggle and a
letcrmined resistance were anticipated.
The British Parliament bad adjourned to Mareh

1st, when a fuilher adjournment tothe 12th would
take place.

Mszxini, the Italian red republican, haa publisheda letter in the London Times in defence of Urani,the assassin.
There had been a terrible colliery explosion at

Mountain Ash, in Wales, at which nineteen men
sere killed.
At the admirality court In London a verdict waa

bund against the owners of the steamship North
ttneriran In the matter of the recent collision with
.he barque Leander. An app al was taken by the
le endant*.
Recont letters from Franoe indicate that a better

celiog prevails there with regard to Fngland.An immense numl>er of arrrsta had taken place
imong the republicans in Paris.
The Belgian Chambers had passed a bill relative

0 attempts upon the lives of foreign sovereigns.Bullion In the Bank of England has increased
"290,(>00. Money generally unchanged, and very ^bundaut.
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FASHIONABLE CARD ENGRAVER,
MTO. 450 l'ennsylvania avenue, between Third
.W and Four-and-a-Ilalfstreeta, Washington, D. 0.
1 raiting Cards At Home Cards Hifver-warc and
Tedding Cards Business Cards Jewelry, Ae
nvitation Cards Kill Heads
Door Number Plates, Ac., engraved in the neatest
nd most approved manner. Call and examine speimens.mar-18.wit

WANTED. T]A SITUATION us Compositor»» or
Pressman". country situation preferred. Good remumndatinncan be given if required. Addreea "0.

I. B.f" (stating terms, Ac.,) Washington city, D.C. H

KRev. Mason Nekle will prsa< h laI
h Presbyterian Chnroh, corner of Mai yland

venue and Hixtti street, to-morrow (Hunday.) 8er*
ices to commenoe at eleven o'clock.

Inthe afternoon, he will give the fifth of a sorted H
r l<ectnrea on the Holy Land, commencing at thrM Hblock.


