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We can hardly think it necessary to urge
upon those who hold that Americans ought to
rule America, the importance of havinga p:r:r
at the seat of the Federal Government, which
:ﬂh:l'l enunciate and advocate the doctrines o

A paper quI:va any of the great centres
of & nation, but especially from the political
Metropolis, in the present age, not in this
country only, butin %mtﬂrihin, France, and
wherever there is the least freedom of discus-
sion, is a medium through which those hold-
ing similar sentiments in regard to public af-
fairs and public policy, may make known, dis-
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of the mensures of their antagonists, It Id
earnestly labor to give a Eropar direction to
g:;:lid.o opinion by enlightening the public

The AupricAx is the only paper published
at theseat of the Federal ({ovemmnt which
advocates Americon doctrines; the only sen-
tinel of the party stationed where a near and
clear view can be had of the movements and

and political eampaigns planned;
mmwﬂd and lrlw'lrted,

and here at certain mntthcz:nrpolit_i-

cians most do congregate; here, in short, is

the centre of the mrfﬁm maelstrom in

which so many thousands are constantly plung-
and forever gyrating.-

national party, it should not be without a
mshﬂhﬁmqhwhighit.a;;m,k.eknuwg
to pqﬂ- Views, aims Opinions, an
which shall also refute the calumnies that are
from time to time ultered against it through

or a less excusable motive; and we,
mmmm&aMH,md-
will stand, upon the p
American party, advocating, as it will advo-
the paramount rights of native-born citi-
eschewing, as it will eschew, all interfer-
national concern, and

maintain, perfect free-
conscience in religion,

Juﬂfdltmly ©
commend itself to their
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, a8 illustrated by the broad light of his ad-
Eﬁhﬂlﬂ:‘ is our political text-book and vade
mecum ; and shall be our compass and chart,
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Revolutionary
W and hitherto manifested to us, their de-

coendants, in the ﬂwdoflhlligurﬂu,lh
inlependence, the nnion of these Biates,
24, The of the Federal Union, as

5 perpetuation
the palladium of our civil and rel libe
and the ouly sure Lulwark of
dence.
84, Americans must rule America, and to this

Btate

oouatitutions ( each its sphere ) as paramount

to all other lawa, as rules of political action.
The unqualified ition and mainte-

sens of the United States to the right of suffrage,
or of office. ’
oth. A in the lawe of naturalination,

e —
» SPEECH

OF )
HON. JAMES F. SIMMONS,

. OF RHODE ISLAND,

On the Admission of Kansas under
Lecompton Constitution,
Ix rue Sexate oF Tan Usrrep Srares,
March 20, 1858,

Mr. SIMMONS, Mr. President, I always feel
some embarrassment in attempting to addross the
Beoate upon any question ; but the importance of
this, and the protracted diseuseion it has already
undergone, make this one increasingly embar-
rassing. There is nothing connected with it
which has not already been commented upon with
8o much ability that an endeavor to add more
appears to be an act of temerity. I have no dis-
position to repeat what his been said upon the
topics Involved in this question of the admission
of Kansas into the Union as a Btate, and shall
therefore, find the most difficulty, in what I have
to eay, in trying to avoid a repetition of what has
been gaid by others; and I should not address the
Senate at all, but for the fact that the question is
one of deep interest in the Btate I, in part, repre-
sent here; and our Legislature having passed reso-
Jutions of instruction, may expect some remarks
a8 an accompaniment to the vote I shall give in
accordance with those instructions. -

I may here say, that the difficulties surround-
ing this question, although ingly so threat.
ening, are all, in my judgment, capable of a peace-
ful and satisfactory solution. We have only to
act—as I trust all of us are disposed to do—hon-
estly and right, and the matters can easily be
settled, I can add nothing to the powerful ap-
peals made to the Senate to do this, by the dis-
tinguished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Ormr-
TeNpEN,] and the distinguished Senator from
Tennessce, [Mr. Berr.] This question involves
the American doctrine of self government; upon
which I regret to witness a diversity of opinion
in this Chamber. A ber of Senators on the
other side only admit that the people have a right
to be well governed ; and to secure this, they con-
tend that the forms of law only are to be observed
and regarded: while on this side, it is contended
that the people have the right to govern them-
selves, and that they shall enjoy this right sub-
stantially, viewing the forms of law as the means
of securing that end; and that if the end be not
accomplished, the forms are worthless, There is
great diversity of opinion, and equal unanimity
of votes, with the advocates of this measure as to
the meaning of * popular sovereignty.” The Sen-
ator from Bouth Carolina [Mr. Haimwmonn] de-

it as populous; or populace sovereignty,
a kind of mob-rule, with which he will have no-
thing to do,

The true doctrine upon which our institutions
rest, a8 laid down by the Father of his Country,
is, the will of the majority authentically ex-
preased. z

I ask Benators to examine all the proceedings
in relation to the formation of the instr t
before us, and the constitution itself, and
then say if, in their judgment, there is, in the
whole series of acts, a single expression of the
will of the people of Kansas authentically made.
There i nothing authentic about these proceed-
ings, from the origin of the Territorial Logisla-
ture to the last et of this Kansas Convention.
The fountain was corrupted at the outset, and it
has sent forth nothing but bitter waters ; and the
sooner we dismiss it, and remit it to the people
of Kansas, for settlement, under a Legislature
now chosen, and admitted to be the first elected
by the people of the Territory, the sooner peace
will be restored to the country.

The Benator from Missouri [Mr. Porx] said
that, by the first census taken in Kansas, there
was a mnjority there from the Southern States,
which showed there was no peceseity for an in-
vasion from Missouri to carry the first election,
and furnished strong presumptive evidence that
no such invasion was made. That Senator must
recollect that Mr. (or General) Atchison, of Mis-
souri, in a letter to the people of the Southern
States, complained that the emigrants they had
induced tp enter Kansas from the South, when
there, nearly all turned against the project of
making Kansas a slave State. These emigrants
were not slaveholders ; and if not, although from
the South, it was their uterest to have Kansas free.
Exciting as political questions are, they will not
entirely control men, and induce them to vote
agninst their interests; and if it be true that a
majority of the first settlers were from the South,
the knowledge of the fact that these very South-
ern emigrants were in favor of making Kansas a
free Territory, may have been the occasion for the
invasion ; for the Missourians saw it would not
answer their purpose to let even Bouthern emi-
grants settle the question for themaelves,

1 bave listened to this protracted debate, nd
still am unable to see what authority this first
Territorial Legislature had to take the sense of the
people as to whether they wanted a State consti-
tution or not. The Senator from South Carolina
has said that this body was elected mercly to or-
ganize a territorial government: all have said that
it was contemplated that when there should be
sufficient inhabitants they should apply for admie-
slon as a State. Does any one ‘pretend that by
the act authorizing territorial governments in
Kansas and Nebragka, which are said not then to
have contained four hundred American citizgens,
the first Legislature of Kausaa bad any power,
either by that statute, or by the common law of
this country, to take steps for forming a constitu-
tion and Btate government at its very first session ?
If that Legislature had been legally chosen, it
would have been an not of usurpation, on their part,
thus to attempt to control the fature population of

the
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Congress and the country from the origin of the
Government—nay, from the origin of the Revolu-
tion; never angrily, except when political power
was connected with the decision. I had oceasion,
eleven years ago, to participate In such a debate
here, although I never allude to the subjoct unless
it is Introduced by others; for, from my expe-
rience, it hua not proved a profitable one of dis-
cussion in Congress, and but for that experience I
should not now address the Benate.

Mr. President, when I look over this body and
am unable to recognize a single individual here
who was & member of it the firet year of my ser-
vice here, I am taught a profitable lesson. I look
again, and find but one whose service here dates
prior to my own, and I turn paturally to him for
counsel and for guidanee.

What are the recommendations of that Senator
[Mr. Crixrenpen] to us? Do they breathe any
spirit of ill-will? Do they regard this question as
too difficult to be surmounted by the wisdom and
patriotism of the SBenate? No, sir. The course
he points out is as obvious as the path at noon
day; do right, that is all that is wanted. We have
had difficulties from the outset on this question of
slavery ; but they have always been surmounted.
It was brought into discussion when the Declara-
tion of Independence was made in 1778, It was
presented to the convention of Virginia, which
sent delegates to the Congreas of 1774; and wus
never presented to a Congress of the Colonies or
States of the Union, without eliciting some differ-
ence of opinion, if' not dissatisfaction ; and yet, for
more than eighty years, those difficulties have been
overcome by a fraternal and liberal regard to the
interests of the whole country.

The Senator from Virginia [Mr, Mason] invited
us, the other day, to go back to the course of the
futhers of the Republic; to deal with this subject
in their fraternal spirit, and according to their
teachings. I am willing to meet him on that
ground, and to meet Senators from the South on
the precise ground, to deal with the question as it
has been dealt with, in a spirit of candor and
frankness, with no desire to excite aunkind feeling
in any one, It has become environed with diffi-
culties, which did not originally exist. I desire
the Senate to recollect the history of this contro-
versy. It has been made to embrace some points
which are contained in a recent declsion of the
Supreme Court of the United States, often referred
to in this debate, as to who are citizens; and also
the power of this Government over ths Territo-
ries of the United States—questions which origi-
nated before the Constitution was formed, and
which, in my judgment, wus settled either before
the Coustitution was made, or when it was estab-
lished. <. Tl 58

If Senators will cousult the record, they will be
in no doubt as to who were made citizens, and
none a8 to the powers of this Government in the
Territories. I will read as to the first introduction
of slavery into these coloniea. I do not find the
seccount to be, as stated by the Senator from Vir-
ginia, [Mr, Masox,] in 1620. Mr. Jefferson, one
of the fathers, says :

““The first establishment in Virginia which be-
‘came permanent was made in 1607. I bave
* found no mention made of negroes in the colony
‘until about 1650. The first- brought here as
‘alaves wore by a Dateh ship; afier which the
¢ English commenced the trade, and continued it
¢ until the Revolutionary war.”

Mr. Jefferson is pretty good authority as to the
early history of Virginia, and he says slavery
was first introduced in 1850, by the Dutch. Ef- |
forts are now made to show that the trade was
commenced by England, and that slavery existed
by the common law. I do not know how that
may be, or that it is material; but the court in the |
‘Dred Scott case say, that at
~—*‘this day it is difficult to realise the state of
¢ publie opinion in relation to that unfortunate race
* which prevailed in the civilized and enlightened
* portions of the world at the time of the Declara-
‘ tion of Independence, and when the Constitution
* of the United Btates was framed and adopted.”,

They had for more than a century before been
regarded as so far inferior as to have “no rights
which the white man was bound to rewpect, and
that the negro might justly and lawfully be re-
duced to slavery for his benefit,” &c.; that up to
the time of the adoption of the Constitution this
right had not been ealled in question, or words to
that effect ; and that all public acts and records are
to be construed in reference to the opinions pre-
vailing at the time they were written, and not as
if written in our day, with our enlightened and
hamane opinions of that unfortunate race, &e.
But to retarn to the history of African slavery in
the colonies, which was introduced into Virginia
in 1650, I find in the nnnals of Rhode Ialand
that in 1652 the government there passed this
order:

““Whereas, there is a common course practiced
*amongst English men to buy negers, to that end
‘they may have them for service or slaves for-
‘ever; for the preventinge of such practices
*among us, let it be ordered, that no blacke man-
*kind or white, being foreed by covenant, bond, |
‘ or otherwise, to serve any man or his nesignoes
*longer than ten yeares, or until they come to be
twentie four yenren of ago, if they bee taken in
‘under 14 from the time of their cominge within
Cthe libertien of this collonie. And at the end |
* or terme of ten yearea to sett them free, ns the
‘manner is with the English servants.”—

That docs not look much as if, by the common
law of Eogland, they were hek!*mg(-n
—*“ And that man that will not let them goe free,
“or shall sell them away clsewhere, to that end
i that they may bee enslaved to others for u long
i time, bee or they shall forfeit to the collbnie forty

ia ™

that vast region, considering the fow men then in it.
It is insulting the common sense and understand-
ing of the people to contend that the first band
who should hop into the Territory could ai once
mould and determine the institutions for the future
people of that Territory wheo there should come
to be sufficient to make a State government and
ask admission into the Union, I believe their pro-
ceadings began without anthority; have been car-
ried on in all stages without precedent, or au-
thority of law ; and, what is satill worse, in my
opinion, withouat the slightost intention to do right.

I kuow that this Lecompton constitution, eatab-
lishing slavery in Kansus, is made tho exciting
question now in this country; but there ia a quos-
tion underlying this, which gives it ita import-
anoe—that is, a guestion of power, always an
angry one. It Is a question whether power ean
be continued in the hands of the few at the ex-
pense of the many, in this country, and in deflance
of the will of the many. Such a question must be

~ an exciting one,

The question of slavery has boen debated in

1 suppose that is about as early a law for the
prevention of slavery as ean be found upon ree-
ord. The next law, I suppose, was made against
the Duteh slave trade, and was in this form :

“ Ordered, That all Dutchmen, except inhabi-
‘tants amonget us, are prohibited to trade with
‘the Indians in this collonie; and in case they be
‘found to teansgress herein, they shall forfait to
*the eollonie goods and vessell if proved ; and this
torder to be in force two monthas after the date
Chereof ; and i this case como to be teied, it
tghall be tried in the Generall Court of Tryalls,

“The President, Mr. John Bmith, is chosen
‘Moderator of the Assembly this 20th of May,
‘1652, k

 Opdered, That the President ahall give notice
‘to the Dutch Governor of the Menadoes touching
“the laws of prohibition of trade with the In-
L} dmﬁ

1 suppose Menadoes means Manhattan Tsland,
on which the city of New York ls now situated.
1 do not recollect any other place on our cosst
where there was n Dutch Governor.
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This legislation, (which is probably the earliest
to be found on this continent to prevent alavery,)
was before we had a charter from England ; and [
read it to show that in the earliest history of the
people of this country, when uncentrolled by the
power of England, or other commereial nations,
they had the same just notiogs of the rights of
men to hold others in slavery that at this later
day they bave in England. I call attention to
these old records on account of what is said here
in debate by Benators, who seem to think these
are new dootrines, and that to act upon them, or
believe in them, is an aggression upon the Bouth.
They may be too old for present use, and I come
to the history of the times, referred to by the
court, and to the acts of the fathers of the Re-
public. I read from a paper written by Mr. Jef-
erson, and laid before the Conventign of Virginia
in 1774, from which instructions were to be drawn
for the members from that State 1o the Congress
to be held in reference to our difficulties with
Great Britain, and to petition the King :

“ The abolition of domestic slavery is the great
{object of desire in those colonies where It was
‘unhappily introduced in their infant state. But
¢ previous to the enfranclisement of the slaves we
*have, it is necessary to exclude all further impor-
‘tations from Africa. Yet ourrepeated attempt

*“ to effect this, by prohibition, and by imposing
*duties which might amount to a prohibition, have
‘ been hitherto defeated by his Majesty's negative :
¢ thus preferring the immediate advantages of a
‘few British corsairs, to the Insting interests of the
 American States, and to the rights of human na-
*ture, deeply woundedby this infamous practice.”

In this paper it is declared that the abalition of
slavery is * the great object of desire in the colo-
niea,” The next paper I will call the attention
of the Senate to, is the original draft of the De-
claration of Independence, as reported by the
committee to Congress. I refer to the clause in
that instrument which, Mr, Jefforson says, ¢ was
stricken out in complaisance to South Carolina
and Georgin ; who had never attempted to re-
gtrain the importation of slaves, and who, on the
contrary still wished to continue it.” That stricken
out was in these words :

“ He has incited treasonable insurrections of
‘ our follow-citizens with the allurements of forfeit-
‘ure and eonfiscation of our property.

“ He has waged cruel war against human na-
* ture itself, violating its most sacred rights of life
tand liberty in the persons of a distant people
t who never offended him, captivating and carry-
‘ing them into slavery in another hemisphere, or
* to incur miserable death in their transportation
¢thither. This piratical warlare, the opprobrium
* of infidel powers, is the warfure of the Christian
¢ King of Great Britain, Determined to keep open
tn market where men should be bought and sold,
‘ he has prostituted his neg-tive for suppressing
‘every legislative attempt to prohibit or to re-
¢strain this execrable commerce. And that this
¢ susemblage of horros might want no fact of dis-
¢ tingnished die, he is now exciting those very
‘people to rise in arms among us, and to pur-
¢ chase that liberty of which he has deprived them,
‘by murdering the people on whom he also ob-
¢ truded them : thus paying off former crimas com-
¢ mitted againgt the liberties of one people, with
‘ crimes which he urges them to commdt against
* the lives of another.” ) '

It is proper to say that although this was strick-
en out, for the reasons assigued, its substance was
declared in another form, by saying, ‘ be bas re-
fused his nssent to laws the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good ;" which may have
included the one referred to by tbe Senator from
Louisiana [ Mr. Bexsauin] as having been passed
by South Carolina in 1760, for suppressing the
¢tlave trade, which he said the King refused his
assent to. At this period of our history there
seems to have been a stronger feeling agninst
alavery than at any time since the adoption of the
Constitution. Not only in Congress, but in the
primary blies of the people, were such fecl
ings expressed, as was natural, and often declared
that whereas we were about to assert our rights
to liberty, it was proper to recognize and sssert
the right of all men to it. During the war of the
Revolution, Rhode Island passed a law giving to
every slave his freedom whio would enlist in the
service and serve for a term of three years. Many
did so; and thus secured their own freedom,
and that of their former owners,  The court
must have forgotten, or overlooked, all these
facts, so pr t in our revolationsry history,
or they would not have felt it necessary to put a
a conatruction upon instruments written at this
period of intense love of liberty, and be compelled
1o resirict the application of liberal doctrines to n
single class of men, when they declare if they
had been written in our time, they should have
considered them as embracing all classes,

1 mean, however, to have no dispute with the
Bupreme Court, although their decision haa in-
volvod this question in most of the difficalties
that surround it

I agk tho attention of Benators to these facts, to
show that this ques'ion of slavery, and the best
means to prevent its further increase in this coun-
try, was a prominent one with the people, with
their Representativea in Congre 4, and in the con-
vention which framed the Constitution upon which
our Government rests. In the convention thore
wore but two States that threatoned not to unite
with the rest if power was given to Congress to
prohibit the slave trade before 1808—the same
two in complalsance to whom the clanse about
sluves was stricken from the Declaration of Tnde-
pendenee; but the convention wis more success-
ful than Congrees was, for after they had altered
the Declaration, South Carolina voted against it;
and Georgia was divided, and did not vote forit;
wherens, the convention, by inscrting a clanse in
the Constitution, that Congress should not prohibit
the importation of such persons as any of the
States then existing should think proper to admit
prior t5 the year 1808, induced both these States
to adopt the instrument. By Inserting and adopt-
ing this elause in the Constitution, the importation
of slaves was not sanctioned or authorized by the
convention or people; for if the Constitution had
either authorized or sanclioned t, being the su-
preme law, no State could have prohibited it until
1808, nor even then; for at that time, this power,
which had been in abeyance, so far as Congress
was concerned, beeame theirs to exercise, and was
exerciged by them, and the States ceased to have
anything to do in the matter, though most of them
had prohibited the trafic before Congress acted.
I think, therefore, the court bave used a little un-
gound reasoning in trying to show that the people
committed this Government to the support of sla-
very by adopting this elause of the Constitution,
which simply poatponed the time when Congresa

should prevent its further iucrease, This post-

ponement was not readily agreed to, as 1 bad oc-
casion to show in a debate here eleven years ago,
when this same question was before the Senate, I
then read the remarks made 10 the convention by
the distinguished ancestors of the Benator from
Virginia, who urged us the other day to go back
to the ways of “the fathers" upon this slavery
question. Upon this demand of Bouth Carolina
and Georgin to withhold the power from Congress
for twenty years, Virginia then eaid, by Colonel
Mason :

* Thisinfernal traffic originated in the avarice of
¢ British merchants, The Hritish Government con-
‘etantly checked the attempts of Virginia to put
‘astop toit. The present question concerns not
*the importing States alone, but the whole Union.
*The evil of having slaves was experienced during
‘the late war, Had slaves been treated as they
‘ might bave been by the enemy, they would have
‘proved dangerous instruments in their hands.
‘ But their folly dealt by the slaves as it did by
‘the Tories. He mentioned the dang insur-
* rections of the slaves in Greece and Bicily; and
* the ipstructions given by Cromwell to the com-
‘ missioners sent to Virginia, to arm the servants
‘and slaves, in case other means of obtaining its
‘ pubmission should fail. Maryland and Virginia,
‘he said, had already prohibited the importation
‘of elaves expressly. North Carolina bas done
Y the sume in substance. All this would be In vain
¢if South Carolina and Georgia be at liberty to im-
tport. The Weetern people are already calling
tout for slaves for their new lands, and will il
‘that country with slaves, if' they can be got
* through Bouth Carolina and Georgia. Blavery
“discourages arts and manufactures. The poor
' despise labor when performed by slaves. They
¢ prevent the emigration of whites, who really en.
‘rich and strengthen a try. They prod
*the most pernicious elfects on manners, Every
‘mnster of slaves is born a petty tyrant, They
‘bring the judgment of Heaven upou a country,
* A4 pations canuot be rewarded or punishod in
‘ the pext world, they must be in this. By au in-
¢ gvitable chain of causes and effects, Providence
* punishes national sins by national calamitics. He

e e e e et
territorial limits over which its jurisdiction ex-
tends. You _cannot coustitutionally withdraw
your suthority from the States or the Territories.
Bo far as that instrument imposes upon you the
duties and obligations to govern, if Iaws exist in
Territories, this Government must see them faith-
fully execated. They cannot place themselves or
be placed by this Government beyond its jurisdio-
tion,

Mr. President, I regret that there is a design
here to make this Kansas question, not the eause,
for that lies deeper, but the ocession, for a separs-
tion of these States, There are those who affect
to believe that the Union is a disadvantage to
them—those who have “calculated its walue.”
This was suid by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr.
Toomus,] but he did not say he had caleulated ita
cost, for no figures can represent the cost of this

Union; and, lightly as he may spenk orhink of |

it, I believe it to be worth more than it cost to
the whole country, although the patriotic blood
and treasure sacrificed to secure it were emough
to enrieh an empire. Let it be preserved; it has
blessinga in store for us and our posterity, if we
but act according to its injunctions,

I do not pr to enlarge upon this topic; but
T do say that, 8J far as I know the objects of those
with whom I now act, they bave no meotive or
purpose to disturb the inatitutions of the South,
or to ereate any ill-feeling between the different
sections of this country; snd, having lived some-
what longer than most of the Benators here, I will
tell them all that I will act with no party, at any
time, that entertalns or proposes any such meas-
ures, Bir, the warmest and closest party tics that
bave existed with me have been severed., I do
not know where the party is to which I was proud
to belong. 1 do not know how, or by whom, it

NO. 18.
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eign one. I walch the prices of their products as
closely as they do, and sppreciate their influence
in our Intercourse with the rest of the world ;
and I never have and never shall support a policy
that gives to other nations a control of the market
and the prices of the leading productions of this
country.

It i8 for these reasons, as well as others, that
we can do better together than we could without
the nid of each other. But if our pecuniary in-
terests were not improved by our Union, there
are others which cannot be forgotten. We shall
always remember the past; we shall always have
the history of our revolutionary struggle, the fame
of our ancestors, the prosperity, the liberty, and

‘glory of a common couniry, and these are the
etrongest and happiest ties that bind sodietics and
Btates together. Sir. I could say more of the advan-
tages of our Upion, but I donot regard it a8 in any
immediste danger : though I regret to have one of
the cords weakened by any uukind expressions.

Mr. President, much has been sald of the right
of the people of aState to change their eonstitu-
tion without regard to the provisions it contnins
for muking such change. The President has said
that if we admi®Kanses under this constitution,
it may be modified whenever it may suit the peo-
ple of the Btate to do it, notwithstanding the ac-
tion of the people may conflict with its provisions ;
and many Benators have expressed the same opin-
jfon,  The Benator from Virginla [Mr. Masox]
does not coneur in thig; nor does the Senator
from Bouth Carolina, [Mr. Hamwown;] but the
Senatersfrom Missouri give the docirine a quall-
fied approval, and others unreservedly approve
the views of the President, as the true vorsion of
their party’s ereed. .

There are two modes by which the people can

hange their constitutional form of government,

was destroyed; but its principles will endure ss
long as this Government lasta. Most of the great
men who upheld them have passed away ; but they
have left a history, and we shall leave its princi-
ples, whick will yet be acted upon, to the pros-
perity and renown of our common country. Others
may have the honors, but that will make no dif-

¢ lamented that some of our Eastern brethren had,
‘s from a lust of gain, embarked in the nefarious
‘traffic. As to the States beingain possession of
*the right to import, this was the case with many
Cother rights, now to be properly given up. He
‘held it essential, in every point of view, that the
‘ General Government should have power to pre-
‘vent the inerease of slavery.”

This argument, as well as all other extracts I
have made from revolutiouary documents, shows
the determination of our # that the * Gen-
eral Government should have power to prevent
the increase of slavery.” No arguments in thia
Senate, or reasoning in the court below us, can
conceal these facts. The feeling against slavery,
instead of being stronger now than when the Con-
stitution was framed, as the court have argued, I
think is just the reverse; for slavery has become
much more profitable since the adoption of the
Constitution than it was before; and interest has
a powerful influence upon the minds of men, even
in such questions. It is from interest that the em-
igrants from Southern States who are not slave-
holders deeire Kansas to be a free State. The
slaveholder, from the same caleulation of interest,
wants the uncaltivated lands to be withheld from
the free laborers, and reserved for the profitable
employment of his slaves, when, by their growth
or importation, he may have sufficient slaves to
cultivate them. The difference between the two
classes of men is, that the free laborer is here now,
and wants the land for cultivation; the slave labor
ia subject to all the ingeneles of a distant fu-
ture. The moral aspects of the question should
be considered elsewhbere; the Benate is not the
place to discuss or decided such questions. I will
say a single word in answer to the repested
charges from the other side of the Chamber, that
Senators on this side are all rabid Abolitionists.
I do not believe there is one bere who can truth-
fully be called a rabid Abolitionist. T know [ am
not one, never was, and never expect to be, in the
sense in which that term is used by Seoators of
the Democratic side of the Chamber.

Bo far as my vote in this body may contribute
to affcet the measures of this Government, it shall
be given in the spirit of the Constitution under
which we live—interfering with no questions de-
signed 1o be lefi with the States. T believo this
will best promote the happiness of all clagses and
races of men among ve: and, while I believe that
slaves are held in some States where the people
would be better off without them, it is their busi-
ness, and not mine. I sball not interfere with
euch questions myself, or act with any party who
may propose such interference, if any such should
ever exist

I can see no real cause of irritation between
the two sections, if those living upon the borders
belween the slave and free States will observe the
bligations of good neighborhood in their inter-
course with each other. With such a disposition
to obeerve the obligations iniposed by the Consti-
tation, T can see no reason why the South should
be annoyed with the sentiments of the people of
distant States. What could the people of Rhode
Island do to annoy them ?  They could not mo
lest them if they would, and would not if they
could, Why this denunciation of the Northern
Stnten—distant States—for any oplnjous they may
antertain on the question of slavery ? They are
not responsible for the irritation which arises be-
tween the | in the i dinte neighborhood
of slaves, I see no disposition at home, and have
seen none for thirty years, to produce frritation
at the South, As to this controversy about Kan-
aad, it is made by the South itsclf.

T4 this a suitable place to try the experiment of
forcing slavery into a Territory, a country with-
out lawe, and where the only power which has a
right to govern has abdicated government ? for |
insist, whatever may be said about ** popular sover-
eigoty” that this government hag the constitutional
power to govern the Territoriea, We may, as
we have done, authorizo a Territorial Legisln-
ture to participate, when a given number of in-
habitantes have settled thore ; but this Kansas-
Nebraska act is the flist instance in our history
where power was delegated to a Legislatare with-
out reference to the popultaion, and without con-
trol on the part of this Government over their le-
gislation, Under the Constitution we have no
right to abdicate government anywhere, if that
instrument imposes upon ua the duty of govern-
ment. Under the Articles of Confederation nine
States hadl a right to establish a new government,
and abdicate gavernment, in the other four, if they
should notadopt it and eome into the Unjon ; but

when adopted, the Constitution has no provision
for abdicating government anywhere within the

ference to you [ Mr, Sxwarp, who was in the chair]
or to me,

Mr. President, I have made these references to
our early records to show what were the doctrines
of the futhers of the Republic. And these show
conclusively thal the same-opinions were held by
them that arc now acted npon by Senators upon
this side of the Chamber; and what may appear
singular, they are met by the same kind of com-
plaints and threats which have been used in this
‘‘infected district,” embraced in tho Btates of
Bouth Carolina and Georgia, from the Congress of
1976 down to the present time. These Btates
were not suited with the Declaration of Independ-
ence w8 originally reported; they threatened the
convention, in 1787, not to unite with the other
States unless the Constitution was altered; and
both instruments were altered to suit their views
about slavery; and since this discussion com-
menced, every Senator who has spoken upou it
from the four Btates now oceupying the original
territory of the two referred to, have threatened
us with seceasion unless this question is settled to
suit them; no other Blates seam so ready with esti-
mates of the value of the Union, with plans for
peaceable secession, and inquiries of how it is to
be prevented, and extravagant estimates of the re-
sources nod power of the new Republic. Bach

things would be alarming, if now made for the

firet time; but they have been the peculiar char-
acteristics of the eame region for more than eighty

years; and yet they have been got alovg with in |

some way or other, without much real danger to
the Union. It is but justice to these States to say
that they have furnished many patriots, many
sound and able statesmen, and have been regarded
a8 banner States, for the high quality of their dis-
tinguished men. To all these threats of secession
and disunion, I have ouly to say that, in my judg

ment, we can get along better together than we
can separately. It does not alter my mind about
this to hear the Benator from Bonth Carolina
sound, in tones of triumph, that * cotton is king,"
and rules the commercial world ; that the Bouth
bave only to fold their arms, and all nations must
come to their terms; that they need no eonnection
with the rest of the United States, and very little
intercourse with the world. Well, sir, it is well
1q fee! pleasantly, and the Bouth is a pleasant re-
gion: they have a good country and profitable
productions, and I rejoice with them at that: but
this idea that o State can isolate itsell sod live
alone, is & mistake.

+ I recollect to bave read somewhere that a man
who thinks be can get along without the restof
the world is very mnch mistaken ; but that he
who thivks the world canoot get along without
him is much more mistaken, It would be still
more strikingly the case with States than with in-
dividuals, The Senator supposes, if they should

refise to plant cotton for three years, the thrones
of Earope would topple and fall. This reminds
one of the tone of the English presa just before
our war with that country in 1812, They demon-
strated that we should come to & dead lock il we
undertook to get along without them ; and as 10
maintaining a war with them, that was only ridi-
culons, But we fought them about three years,
and were just beginning to learn the art of war,
when peace waa wade. If we had fought thew
three years more it would have been of litile conse.
quence to us whether we renewed our trade with
her people or not ; we should have made oor-
selves independent. T am, however, in favor of
commeree, il reciprocal ; but with no degrad.ng

inequality or dependence ; and I have no notion
of acknowledging any such relation between this

conntry and England, or any other country, as
was set uff by them before 1819, T think the cot-
ton planters are imbibing this English notion I
hava reforred o, in supposing that their staple
rules; instead of this, 1 think it Hicely, that if they
stopped planting cotton  for five years, instoad of
overturning all governments and all creation, ns
they fancy, mankind would learn to go along with-
out cotton ; and just beforo everybody bowed 1o
them, they would forget that there had ever been
such a thing as cotton used for their convenience

It is within my lifo-time that thia material has
been extensively cultivated in thisgountry, Itia
a very valuable crop, and ministers greatly to the
profit and comfort of man ; and it is becanse of this
that the connoction of the growers and workers
of it is most beneficial ; two are better
than one for them. If we at the North did not
consuine six or seven hundred thousand bales of
thelr annual erop, it would be dificult to find as
good & market for this, in addition to what thay
now send to Burope for sale. 1 donot wish to
see the Sonth dependent upon one market for the

sale of their great staples, and that market & for-

which are in accordance with the American idea
of popular rights : one is a constitutional mode,
and is to be exercised in conformity with the pro-
visions of their own agreement, or constitution ;
the other, an inherent right, not controlled by
compacts or laws—a revclutionary right, which
may be a peaceful one, or may come to be a right,
to fight in order to reform abuses and wrongs,
This last governments do not give, and cannot
take away.

The Benator from Louisiana [Mr. Brwsasux]
ghowed us the other day, by an exhibit of his
researches into history and law, that the British
Government had imposed slavery upon their col-
onies, the Old Thirteen States, against the will of
the people of the colonies; and made an applica-
tion of the facta to sustain the positions of the
court in their reasoning in the Dred Scott case.
1n reference to the iniguity of introducing slavery
into this country, it may be admitted that the
whole belonged to the mother country; and what
did **the fathers” say of it? They enumerated
this as among the acts of tyranny which justified
revolution ; and, by fuir analogy, we must admit
that if we impose slavery upon the people of Kan-
#18 against their will, by adopting for them this
L pton constitution, we shall justify rebellion
aud revolution on their part, to rid themselves of
& tyranny as odious to them us the similar crimes
agninst liberty were, which cansed the revolution
of 1776. If the President refors to such a right
in the people of Kansas to remedy the wrong he
recommends us to inflict upon them, nobody will
question the soundness of his position ; bat that
will not excuse us for doing a deed so unreason-
able and unnecessary,

Is any one to gain by producing such a atate
of things in Kansas? Are not the people there
already excited, nay, exasperated, by attempta
to impose slavery upon the Territory against the
will of the majority ? The question has ceased to
be one about slavery, and has become the more
serious one of the right of a majority to govern.
Can you expect a peopls, educated as Americans
are, pesoceably to surrender such a right ?

According to the doctrine of the Kansas-Ne-
braska act, a8 expounded by the party in the Cin-
cionati convention, this attempt to legalize slayery
by & Territoriel Legislature ia clearly a usurpation.
They say Congress cannot legislate upon sluvery
in the Territories, and the act itsell says they do
not intend thereby to carry slavery into the Terri-
tories, or exclude it therefrom. The power of
Congress to legisinte upon slavery is denied. It
will not be pretended that Congress can delegate
& power to a Territorial Legiclature to do what it
has no power to do itself, It has been said in
this Chamber that slavery is not established in the
States by positive enactment to that effect, but by
Taws protecting the owners of slaves in the right
to the labor of slaves, and their control over them,
&o., by just such laws as have boen passed by the
Territorinl Logislature in Kansas. I it is by this
specien of legialation that slavery is established,
and if without such laws it could not exist, as it
appears it conld not, it follows that Congress has
delegated a power to the Territorial Legislature of
Kansas, which, sccording to the doctrine of the
party who did iy, Congress itsell could mot exer-
ciap, These laws were made before they formed
this constitution, which included the result of
them within it, and required men 1o swear to tg-
port it, in order to vote upon it as to whether they
would have a further importation of alaves or not,
No freeman would take such an oath; none should
be required to take any test oath to scoure the
right of franchise. You, wir, would not take it; I
wonld not. I would not take one cither to support
this Lecompton constitution, or to do as I pleased
about it

The Senator from Missouri, who reported this
bill, asked what harm there was in requiring a
man to swear 1o support the constitution or a cer-
tain code of laws, before he waa allowed to vote ?
I answer, it is an insult to his understanding to
require i There is no such test oath anywhero
else, and there was no right to establish it in Kan-
#as, This test existed when the vote was taken
to detormine whether or not they wished to form
a State constitution, and from this eanse this con-
stitution with slavery is here agninst the will of
the majority of the people of Kansas,

Sir, I believe, as the Sanator from Kentucky
[Mr. Omirrexoexn] has said he did, that Congress
had power to prohibit slavery north of thirty-six de-
grees thirty minutes; and I also think thet it has
been made to appear by the vory doctrines asserted
by the court in the oase of Dred Scott, in which it
is attempted to be denied. Tn this case, the
court would seem to have decided a great many
questions ; and it would be strange If some of
them were not decided right. There are but two
thit weredirectly connected with the qaestion of
the freadom of the plintiff, and in some way with
the question byfore 18, and they are all T shall
notice now ; one thai the plaintiff was wot & eiti-
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