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PROSPECTUS OF THE WASHINGTON

S5 AMERICAN,

“We' can hardly think it nccessary to urge
upon those who hold that Americans ought to
rule America, the importance of bavinga paper

seat of the Fideral Government, which.
wll enunciate and advocate the, doctrines o
the American party. :
A paper issucd from avy of the great centres:
espeoia]

m 't:“ ihe t not in thi

~present age; is
country only, butin Great Britain, France, and
wherever (here ig the least freedom of discus-
gion, is & medium thriugh which those hold-
lnF similar sentiments in regard to public af-
fairs and public policy, may make known, dis-
cuss and defend  their views, and expose the
impropriety of the principles, and the impolicy
of the measures of their antagomsts, It should
enrnestly lnbor to give a proper direction to
public opinion by enﬁgﬁtenlng the public

The AmrricaN is the ongupspar published
at the seat of the Federal Government which
advoeates Amaricon doctrines; the only sen-
tinel of the party stationed where a near and
clear view can be had of thﬁe:imementa and
deings of their o ents at their headquarters.
Here P?tlz:mm goncentrater, and
from undinutomrﬁ part of the em-
j NEre W res and movements are
mﬂmm{. 35 political campaigns tglumwd;
here stratagems are concocted and thwarted,
and here at certain seasons of ihe‘yw politi-
cians most do congregate; here, in short, is
the centre of the great. political maclstrom in
which so many M are constantly plung-
ing and forever gyrating. :
the American party is desirous of being a
rtational party, lt;:rho{lld not be withou%u
B e
to all le itg views, aims 8
whiehp:l‘:‘.l also refute the ulumnlz that are
m time to time utered agaivst it through
i wor'm excusable motive; and we,
efore, take hope that the AMERIcAK, stand-

' 1 1 the platform of th
%ﬂwg"mmu it uint;dvo?

it

the paramount rights of native-born citi-
:r:. ¢ ns it will eschew, all interfer-
ence with slavery as a pational concern, and
maintaining, as it will. maintain, perfect free-
dom of jon and of conscience in religion,
will find favor in the ol ull truly patriotic
citigens in theland, commend i to their

generous support.

Lest we may not have been spo_dﬂccnou.gh
in declaring onr pﬁm‘igl we that the
Fannwere Anpress of the Father of his coun-

. a8 Hiustratod by the broad light of his ad-
miﬁnﬁm, is our political text-book and rade
mecum ; and shall be our compass and chart,

 PLATFORM
(f the American Parly, Gdopted al the seaion of L
Aational Cousicil, June 2, 1857,

“et. An humble scknowledgment to the Su-
nrene Bdn‘.t: lis pro _eare vouchsafod
to our fathera in their I Revolutionary
tirn and hitherto manifested to us, their do-
“ean n the of the liberties, the
Ledependence, the naion of these States.

!J.Tbamtmﬂoudﬂnw Union, as
the palladiom of our civil and relj ‘u;l:dipwm

and the only sure Lulwark of A
denrce.

4d. AMMI rule America, and to this
ol wortive-horn citizgns lllolﬂld
St~te, Foderal, and muni
et oem t In plxa
Q¥ '

i in, Persons born of American parents residing
tsmporurily abroad, should be cntitled to all the
#ighta of nativeshord citizens ; but
Bth. Ko person siould be sclected for
flation, ( whether of native or foreign birth, ) whe
rovognissa any allogiance or obligation of any de-
sciiption toany loreign prince, polentite or power,

“or who refusca to mﬁnhu the Federal and Biate
w

1]
constitatione ( each within its spliere ) as parsmount
to oM cthor iwwe, as roles of | metion.

and mainte.

Hth, The ungqualitied
reservod of the several Btate

nauce of th rights

an] the cultlvati ol harmony abd fraterual

. l:l-m edd@amdlhn;u_wﬂ&uu,lln_
-futerference Congresa w

M"qum % ‘the ndividusl

. tarten, wnd m-murnnﬂm{q each State with

Tth. The of ‘the + ghto! the native
horn and m;l Unhrd‘hr&n;tea,
in an eol, to

e Shelr constitniion pod Jams, 04 40 ¢ gulate
their demestic and social uffairs in their own mode,

* the affairs of any other Srate.

‘ol admisgion into the

& -qmna:aqph'mum Federal Con-
. witution, with the privileie
: :}numm-m the -

requisite  popula-
ot in Lrovided
e o ob o
the

vhereof, and whe i s

a ' Any
F;Pﬂ }ﬁ;l:?or in tboal:a::ht:nam ol
Tawe for said Terdtory

or Btute.
An enforcoment of the principle that no

1% Wit or Territory ought to admit others than citi.

R -
. of tha Uiited ‘Btates to the right of su :
. Mrage

| m
. B, A change in the lawe o nutiinlisation
paking » continned redence o' tweniy-ane years,
all not horeinbefore provided tor, o Indilpeb—
o citizenship hereasor, and ex-
s and convicled of crime,
; but no interforonce

Hm.mm
with religious faith, or

Investigation into any

roement of all

til gnisl Inwa =hall
] vull vod void by

of all political

ly from the political -

SPEECH

J. J. CRITTENDEN,

OF KENTUCKY,

The Admission of Kansas into the Union
undir the Lecompton Constitution,

DELIVERED
IN 1ur SBexare oF Tur Usiep Staves,
March 17 18568,

The Senate having under consideration the bill to
adnit Kansas into the Union as @ State—

“l.:d l:hJ:IIONE. l':u::*ﬁh l;; I:ﬂ H'r. Keitt
quo t passa “Mr. Pinckney's speech
on the Missouri Jguwon, which had bel;n quoted
on the opposite side of the case previously, His
in quoting it was to show that Mr. Pinckney
did not llmport the Missouri compromise upon
principle, but he did not indorse the sentiments
expressed by Mr, Pfekms;in that extract.

Mr. CRITTENDEN, I aceept the explanation,
Certaioly 1 had no intention to t any
ﬁnumm by -retdi_nf the statements expreased in

is pamphlet. I say it was not antld&alod from the
firat that Kansas would be u slave-holding State.
What is the South to gain now by having it admit-
ted? It may gain a triumph in the admigsion of this
constitution—admitted against the will of tie
rity of the people, It is a triumph, but is it not a
baren one? Tsit & triunmiph wortliy of the South ¢
It will produce nothing
and perhiaps, on the'part of those
t whose will it i:ipg;rced, i only in the
Territory, but elsewhere. It may give new exasper-
ation to the slavery Jumim 1 new agitation, which
God forbid. It would be a vietory without results,
without profit, barren, stervile:—as to all the ordi-
nary and beneficial fruits, there is none. I do not
lknow how anything is to be gained to the Sonth,

supposing, as 1 verily believe, and as every gen-’

tleman bere believes, that it cannot be a slave
State; t at there is a mmjority there opposed
to it, and who will put it dowu. Pass this,
wnd we may have a fuw years longer of exasperated
siruggle and exasperated agitation in the country.
That is all the cousequence of (he barren victory
which would be obtained by admitting Kansus with
this constitution. That is not a fruit, I think, which
any one would wish to gather. Now, if you attempt
to inforce it, we are by Mr, Walker—I know
nothing abont it, but from »ll that he and Mr,
Btanton tell us, and they are Democratic wituesses
n—:hen is danger of resistance and danger of rehel-
0,

Where ia the necessity, then, for our doing it
now ? Can wa not resovk o romc othor means by
which we may uvoid all these consequences of
exasperation, of danger, of resistance, of tumnlt,
or of nagitation, upon: this eubject ; and end this
contest iu a short time by authorizing the people
of Kansag, under the high mandste of this Gov-
crnment, to form for th lves a Itution,
iff they want to come into this Union—n constitu-
tion fuirly to be made, and fairly Lo cxpress the
will of the people It defers the subject but a
little while. I it not better to do that: i= it not
better to suffer the evils we have, thau to fiy to
others we know not of ¥ I think every prodentinl
ooneideration ia in favor of our forbearing to en.
force this constitution on the people of Kansas,
and of our affording them an opportunity of making
their views fully an:l perfectly uaderstond, Phis
will be in J with the g principles
and policy that the South bas pursued heretofore,

The t’amﬂebu‘skn bill was reeommended
to the Bouth, chiefly, by the repesl of the Mis-
souri compromise, and the recognition of the
right of the people of a Territory, when framing

| & constitution of State government for them-

1 el

them.
| which be emi

.| from that time. Often
Mr. Toomns,] and T, and all

| in n southern Sinto.

selves, to bBe “ perfectly free” to frame it as they
—admitting or excluding alavery, and reg-
g their domestie institot in their own
way, subject only to the constitution of the United
States,

Every citizen has an equal interest and right in
Territories belooging to the peopls of the United
States; and the result of this equal right see 18 1o
me, to be, that, where there is no positive law to
thé contrary, any citizen nay lLiwfully carry hia

slaves into thoee Territories, and may lawlully hold |

They were his slaves in the State from
ted, and must remain his, till di-
vested of his right, by law—just as an apprentior,
ander the same circumstances, remnaing bound to
his master.

My opinion is, that the rep al of the Missouri
compromise was a blunder; Sut I concur in the
principle that the people of our Territories, whin
they come to form a constitution for themselves,
have a right to form it as they please.

acti
I feel mysell bound to give the benefit of it to the
e of Kaneas, Let the majority make such a
constitution as they please. That is the greut Ame-
rican principle, that rises sbove all others. Lot
them govern themselyes, and g the majority de
cide, so let the constitut'on and 80 let the laws he. T
lltink we are infracting that great principle—the
of the Routh itself, on this very identical

| subjech, by foreing this constitution, at least of

doubiful authenticity, upon the people, 1f there is
& majority in favor of it, it is not mueh trouble for
them to ratify it. If there is a_majority opposcd
to it, they are entitled to bave their will and their
way., They are entitled to that upon prineiple;
they are entitded to it by the express pledges of
the Kaneas-Nebraka law.

8ir, I feel that | have already ocoupied a great
deal of your time—more than [ waz entitled or
expected to do; and yeu there are some general
toples upen which T wish to say something, though
not so immodiately connected with the dirret
question bafore us.

Mr. President, I am, according to thg denomi-
nations now ususlly emploved by partics in this
sountry, a southern man. T have lve d all my life
I have beon acoustomed fiom
my childhood 1o that frame of society of wh'ch
tluvery forme a part, T am, 8o far as regards the
necessary definse of the Fights of (he Beath, ae
prompt and a8 ready to defind them as any man
the wide South contsine; but in the ssme resobute
snd de'ermined spirit in wh'ch 1 wonld defend
any invasiou of its rights, and for which I would
put my an far ns he who went forthest, T will
eoneede to others their rights, and 1 will maintain
and assert them.  He who kinows how to value
bi4 own rights will respect the rights of others,

When the Missouri eompromise was abolished
great fears were excited in the North, and some
vague hopes entertained in the Bouth, that slavery
might be catablished in Kangas, and «xtended in
that diroction. 1 did not believe it, [believed that
the Missouri compromiss Nuoe fixed in 1820, was
ahout that territorial line, north of which shvery,
If it eould exist, would not be profitably employed ;
and our experienge since hos shown that the wike
men who made that compromise jodged rightly,
T believed that the idea of making Kanme a slive
State was a dolusion te the Sonth ; that her hopes
would never be realized, if abe entertained such a
hope as that. T thought, therefore, it would have
been better, without examining eerupulously into
Its constitutionality, o let the Missourl compro-
mise stand. I regreteed itarepeal. I did not be-
lieve the South wauld gain anything by it, or that
the North would gain by It

That compromise was a bond and nesurance of

1 would not have disturbed s It was

In my gsim tion by the memory of

the men who made it, It was hallowed by
the beneficial consequer.ces that resulted from it
It was bailed, at the time it was ninde, by the
Bouth. It produced good, and nothing hus good,
have you, sir, [addressing

S the old W;lhig par-
trinmp At act as one of the t
ZEhmuh of aur lender, Henry Clay. II.K’::!
from that, among other things, (that he dorived the
proudest of all his titlee—that of the pacitieator
and peace-maker of his conctey. We ageribed to
him a great instrumentality in the ?mng-s of that
law, and over and over sgain have T claimod erediv
whd honor for him for thia net. Thile, for thitty

increasedebitleruess |

majo- | jsed th

[ eams bad_been my steadfust opluian. L have
n growing, perhaps, during that time, = little

older, and am a little less susceptible of new -
pruieml and novel opiaions. I cannot lay aside
the iden that the law which made that line of di-
vigion was a constitutional one. I believed so
then, The people sinee have geverslly believed
it, T must be permitted to retuin that opinion
still; to go on, at any rate, to my end with the
hupe that I have not been praising, and have not
been claiming credit for others for violating the
Congtitution of their country.

Eir, the men who passed that measure were
great men; they were far-secing men. Without
argument now, T am content Lo rest my faith upon
the nutherity of those great men—Clay, Pinckuey,
Lwwndes, President Movroe, he last of the putri-
arehs of the Revolution, with his learned and
nble Cabinet—and then, what is more than all,
thirty-five years of acquiescence in it, and
under it in these SBtates. Whatever quarrels you
may have had about it in Congress, there was al-
ways enough to uphold and susiain that law ; and:
never, until 1854, was it repealed, or its constitu-
tionality questioned, that I know of. I regretted
ita repeal, b cause 1 feared thut it would fuu] to
new nagitations aud new dangers, Has it not?
‘What beon our experience?

The authors of the measure which that
compromise—honorable and patriotic I know them
to be, many of them my persounl friends—prom-
i Ivea from it peace and greater
repose by localizing the anvgry question, 18 it was
enid, This act was to loealize the question of
slavery, and all agitation was to be at an end.
It was to give peace to the country, The Presi-
dent in his messige at the commencement of
this session, or in his speciul message—I do not
know which-—imagines the country to have been
in great agitation on the sulject of slavery, when
the Kausas-Nebraska act came aud put a stop to
it uneil, some time aftcewards, it wap revived.
Why, sir, exactly the contrary seems to me lo
be the trué history of the transaction. We were
bevoming tranquilized under the compromises of
1850 i addition to the Missouri ise;

TP | ————
natural cause of union between us. It would out
do for us all to make cotton, nor would it do for us
all to work in your manufuctories. Nature seems
to have organized here this muﬂ:{. adapted toa
union of North and Bouth, Natire has
given her sanction to the Unfon. Nature has
traced that Union, and you alone disturb it. Gen-
temen, you alone distutb it by this subjeot
of glavery the cause of dissension, dissen-
sion has been Iu]pt up, though we but seldom come
to any practical question that oalls upon us to
act on the subject. Now, if we were through with
this peity Kansas affair, what a summer ses of
boundleas expanse lies before us, where there is
nothing but repose. Tliere Is no other territory
that you can dispute about in wmy lifetime, or the
lifetime of any man bere.  This is the last point
on which a controversy can probably be made.
We have gone through many difficulties on this
subject. Now we have reached the last of it,
the Jeast of it, Let us settle this mitter in
peace; let us settle it in temper; and 1
8:e nothing before us but a period of repose,
and, I hope, of mutual coneilintion.  Of one thing
L am certain, that criminatien and recrimination
between the North and the South, the getting up
and maintaining of sectional feeling, sectional pas-
sion, sectional prejudices, ean do no good to any
section; and there i3 not one Senator here who
does not recognize and feel all this as much as |
do. I am certain of it. ‘g

My vote on this subject, sir, has nothing sec-
tional in it. The only difficulty I have in votin,
is, that thig is regs bylmunmunmﬁi
question ; and I am on one side of that section,
and I am voting for the other side of it, if we
divide on it as a sectional question, Now, T do
not regurd it as a sectional question. My alle-
giance is not to any particular section. I do not
want to know any such thing as a section in my
conduct here. I want to be governed by a censti-
tutional spirlt, and a constitutional and a jusi
pringiple, in all I do, no mutter whether it relates
to the North or to the Sowth. I do not want to

all was enbsidiog into sub pission aud acqui:
escence, when, to obtain a greater degree of
peace and secure us for the future agninst all

i the lity which exists in the coun-
try by placing amyself or my vate upon it o far
a8 regards 1.h?u fquestion, I want to wipe out that

jonali 1 wish that no one here would vot:

agitation, this bill of 1854 repealing the Missouri
compromise was passed. What has it produced ¥
Has it loealized the question of slavery? Has it
given us peace? All can answer that question.
It has given us roything but a cessation of agita-
tion. It haa given us trouble, nothing but trouble.
That has been the consequenes of it so fur,

T min s anxious now us any man here to close
up this sceme, I would vote for the admiesion of
Kansas upon. nlmost any terma that would give
peace and guiet.  If 1 thoughg this bill weunld do
=0, I should vote for it. 1 would suppressall seru-
plea for the sake of that pesce. If I was eure
such would be fte result, I would vote for it, think-
ing mysell justified by the priee that was to be
paid—the peace of my country and the restora-
tion of good will among my fellow citizens, [
do not hope for it. 1 fear further trouble. We
are again told that this will have the effect of
localizing the question of slavery, and that we
shall be no more troubled with juvy that the mis-
chief and clamor, and agitation will all be confined
to the limits of Kausas, This is the same ho
that was disappointed when the Kansas-Nebraska
bilt was passed. The mme hlta was indulged in
then, and since then there has nothing here
but agitation en the subject increasing with every
day.

Agnio, we bhave the idea of localizing it pre-
sented, Now, sir, ifit is to be dehlledhl‘nyw h':rl-,
it will be debated here ; and, perhaps, if it is to
be debated mnywhere, it is best that ivshonld be
debated here; beeanse we might hope, Mr, Presi-
dent, that in this body it would be debated with a
spirit of moderation and conciliation that would
deprive it of mmdy mischievous consequences if it
were agi nnd debated among men without our
years, without our responsibilities, and without
the restraints which our condition and our know-
lgdge impose upon us. Even here we do not de-
bate it in the right way. We allow ourselves to
beeome too much escited about it.  To this great
country, what is Kansas and this Kansas question,
and the two or three hundred slavies who are there,
that yeu and I and all the American Senate shoald
be here day and night, and using such Janguage of
vituperation and invective on this subject na we
often do? Look atour great country, and the
great subjects which claim our attention as her
legislators ; look at them all in their majesty and

| theirmagnitude, and then say, how litle, pitilul, in

]

Iam now |

that gr.at privciple of las rights,
nfupou [ etk atincipia of pomes. rig t_glell Repuhlie, to set 1o our fellow.citizens ex:

comparison, is the question ahout which we are
making #o much strife and contention.

On this subject, and on many others, it seems to
me that it becomes us, of all the citivens of this

amples of moderation and conciliation.  What

gaod does the | chorge of aggr , often
figrcely re eated? What good do these invee-
tives! Especially let me say to my frends of

the North, why indulge in invectives of the moet

hfal character, upon those who, in four
teen or fifteen Beates of this great country, nre
slaveholders? Does that give you any cause to
traduce them? Con you not live contnt with
the inetitutions which please you better, and leave
these fellow citizens, who have Just the sume right
to ndopt slavery that you have your institutions,
1o enjoy their liberty in ponco slso?  Is there any-
thing in she diferovce of our institutions which
ou ht to wake us inimical to one another? How
was it with our fathers ? Did rot they five to-
gether in peace and harmony?  Did not they Aght
together?  Did mot they legislato together * . Did
they ever ahuse and reproasch each other about the
qcu stion of slavery? Never, that | bave read of
Wiy i it tiat wo eannot do as they did? [Have
we degenernted from those fathers, or have we
rrown o much better and purer than they were?
I doubt whether we are any better; and | do not
believe, notwithstandiog all that is said about
progress, that we are at all more sensible than
thuse fathers who made the Constitution of the
United Btates, and lnid the foundation of this
great Government, They gave us an exsmplo of
trotherhood ; und when we look at sll that eon-
nects us, ull that unites and makes us one people,
how much more powerfu’ woull its influcnee seem
in be to connect ua Wogether, than the guestion of
shvery and auti-alavery to divide os? Wo are
united by cireunistances of which we eannot oivest
ourstives.  Weo are united in language, in h'rm:]
in country, in all the memories of the past, in
the hopea of the future, This is our connection,
lending and pointing to the brightest destiny that
over awaited any people.  All the unmumbered
blessings of the future are in fll prospect; but
there e thia litthe, this comparatively emall matter
of contention, that we seem disposed to purse up
into contivunl oceasion for philippics and for re-
proaches  This is not the right temper with which
to regard the subject. Crimioation aud recrimi-
nation is not the way to strengihen our Union—
that Unlon of brotherhood, of good will, of eo-
operation for all great national parposs:, w hich
our fathers formed,

1 was gravified to hear comparisons maide of the
mighty resouroes of the different sectious of this
eountry, It waa a prou ] exhibition, e honer-
able Senator from Boutl Caroline [Mr. Hasmsown)
gove e, ina very inter ceting and eloguent nmnner,
the mighty resources of the SBouth, They are be-
yond estimate—beyond caleulation. This is re-
plied 1o by a gentleman fromi the North, who gives
us tho mighty resomroes and the mighty power of
Now Eogland and the non-slaveholding Siates.
Well, sir, if the conclusion which might be drawn

it was true, that each of thoge sections would
by itself make n mighty country and a country
that any one of us might be prowd of, whata
magnificent country is made whon we put it all
together | What a magnificent abode for man,
stich a8 the Almighty never gave to any ather peo-
ple, and never placed on the snrface of this carth!

It seems to me the most natural union in the
world—the South, with her great and her rich
productions, while the North abounds with inge-
nulty, faboo, meohanieal ekill, navigation, and com.

upon it 08 a sectional question. I do not, 1 vote
upon it as a Senator of the United Siates of Amer-
ica. That is my country, and my great country.
The Oonstitution of the United States intended to
wipe out all these lines of divicion and section-
alism. It is we, we, that disturb our own Urion.
It is we that meke sections; it is we that mmke
scetionnl lines to divide and distraet the country,
whose Constitution, whose present interest, whose
future hopee, all tend to unite us.

There are somg doctrines which have been ad-
vanced here with which I disagree, anil upon
which I will bricfly express my views. Some gen-
temen have argued, and thoy buve the authority
of the President to sustain them, that the Kansas-
Nebraska act gave all the muthority that is usu-
ally confer-ed by what is ealled an enabling nct on
the people of a Territory. I mever considerd in
80. 1 donot helieve itis to be considered a0, Some
gentlemen, on the other haud, maintain that, un-
der the Kansas-Net act, the convention were
beund to submit the éonstitution to the people fur
the populir cufliage ; indeed, that it is the right of
the people to have evn? couvention submit every
constitution to them. I do not azree to that doc:

to do that, They can coufer upon a convention
the power to make s constitution ghat shall be good
without referei ce to any othier power. The goy-
ereiguty over the Territory ia in this Government.
It bel ‘ogs to the people of the United States, one
and all.  The people of the States own ir; and
they are the real rovervigns of the Territory, and
we, a8 their represeotatives. They have no more
power in the Territory than we give. They have
no government bmt what we give. 1t is notin the
nature of things that they should have. All equat-
ter sovercignties, and rovereigntics of all ,
vanish h«fnge the sovereignty of the people o}oru'\'e
United States,

Bat the President says, In refercnoe to this Kan-
sas itution, that althongh i contains a pro-
vision that after 1864 a conyention may be called
to change it, the poople can, nevestheless, change
it before that time. That ia ‘0 say, the people, by
their ** irresistible” power can at any time, notwith .
standing the provisions of their constitution to the
contrary, change it as they please. Bir, the Presi-
dent of the United States is very high auhority;
bat it i, in my humble judgment, a very dang
doctrine and a very untrue one. The people can-
nok bind themselves by a constitution! I though

-

constitution.  We admit them to be rovercign,
Why eannot they make what sort of a constitution
they please !  The constitution which sovereignty
malkes, in all its parts and in all its purposes, must
be the rule of eonduct for all. Tt eannot be abol.
ished, except in the manner preseribed and pointed
out in the constitution itseld, if any manner is pro-
so ibed,

If the President's doctrine on this sulject be
true, what becomes of the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States? Tnstead of following the mode ofamend-
ment preseribed in the Const'tution, the pesple, by
their *ir esintible’ power, may in any other manner,
atany time, chapge the whale frame of our Govern-
ment. There 4 not a State constitution in the
Union that does not impose some restraint as to
the manner of change. What would a congtitution
be if it were just as liable to change as any ordi-
nary aet of the Legislatwe? It would lose jts
charncter. Those who talk to the penple about the
unlimited and Nlimitable power they possces are
tenching a dangeroas dootiine. That is a sort of
sovercignty which the people eannot exareisn, |t
may be made vory flatteritig o their ears, but it iz
impracticable in ths nature of things. It eannot
‘| ba exercised at all. The people must cxercise their
povercignty through agencies. They must exercise
it through representatives and governments ; they
only exercise it safely th constitations,  If
they could not make constitutions bind shemselves
their sovercignty never wonld be safe.  1F it were
not invested in a conatitation, it would be eon.
stantly eseaping into the band of some of those
guentlemen who could ta'k most eloguently to the
people about thelr irresintible sovereignty.  That
1 would be the end of that sort of sovereignty in
people. ’

The people must understand that their sover-
eignly, their practical soverciguty, is to be exercised
through representatives and delegates, over whom
they are to hold the proper control ; and to hold
that contrel, and to fix and make permanent and
operative their sovereignty, they must putitin the
form of a constitution. That is the only security for
popular sovereignty. Therein it exista, and thervin
nlone ean it exist pracieally. Itis not troo that the
peopl t hind th Iwan, and are not boumd,
by the restrictionsof their constitution. They may
rebel againgt theic own copetitution; they may
violate their own law and constitution, just as they
could violate the luw or constitution of any other
people; but it does not follow that, because Lhey
would da that, they bave wot created a politionl
obligation on themselves by a constitution only to
amend that instrument in the guarded, tempernte,
gradual method which the constitution may have
provided for and preseribed.

8ir, 1 am sorry to bave occupled the time of the
Sgnate 5o long. 1 can eay, with the Prosident of
the United States, that on this important oceasion
I have endenvored to do my duty, with a foll sense
of my responsibility tomy God and to my eountry.
Under the couvietion that the best resulta to b
abtained under the present oircumstances, unless
some material amendment ean be made to the bill,
will be attained by rejecting this constitution, I

shall give my vote aguinst it; but so am 1
to conclude this eubject, that I intend, before it is
finally acted upon by the Renate, 1o propose an

amendment. in would not be the proper time
to offer it; Tam not propared now to offer it: but
the effoct of it will be to adimit Kansas into the
Uuion upon condition thal this constitution of hem
be submitted to a fair vote of the qualified elee-
torn o Kmnans, to be ratificd by them ; and if s

trine. The people are too sovereign to be required |

that was one of the great virtues aud purposes ofa |
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merce. The very diversity of our resources is the | ratified, the President, on information of the fact, | that could serve only

ahall proclaim it n Btate of the Union without fur- | make the contest there more fierce than it has been,

ther proceedings; and, if it be not ratified, to
have a new constitutional convention convened,

but admitting Kunsas for the present,

MR. CRITTENDEN'S
REJOINDER TO ME. TOOMBS.

Mr, CRITTENDEN. I purpose :
moments to correct & mistake which I belicve is
rendered neceasary by the remarks of my friond

from Goo I have listened to him with great
pleasure, and have cause to thank him for much
that he bas said,

I knew, sir, that Mr. Cla; ;n not the author of
the Missouri compromise |
draw the bill; but [ knew from his own declars-

did approve und concur jn its e. He gave |
it his savetion, He thought there was nothing
unconstitutional in it. T have been brought up
in the opinion that it was not only constitutiona!, hut
one of the moet beneficial ncts that had ever been
passed by Congress. It produced you, sir, a reve-
npe of peace and good-will among the people of
the United States, and that is above all price.
Whatever ganction it may have failed to derive
from the mmes of the great men who passed i, it
has received abundantly fom the swplu of the
United States, who, for the thirty odd years that
itr ined on oar book, gave i thrir ap-
provad and support.  During all that period it gave
peace to the country. It was for that I valued it.
1 haited that compromise when it was first made.
I have cherished iv ever since. It had become

cal system. I regarded Mr. Clay, as did the whole
country, a8 entitled to the credit of that preat
measure.  And it was for this that his eountrymen
conferred upon him the proudest and the noblest
of h'a titles—the pacificatorgl his country.

impressioug. T admit the SupremeCourt to be
the great arbiter, a8 the gentleman asseits, and
while [ differ from it, I do not the less admit its
cons'itutional and supreme power in all the matters
that come within its jurisdiction, and I am not
wanting In eonfidence and respect for it. But yet
we cannot ulways yield up our long-settled convie-
tiong, even to the nuthority of that high tribunal.
I find myself now in that eondition, and I must be
permitted to retain the opinion long established in
my mind, that the Mizsuuri compromise was a con-
#titutional act.

My friend [ Mr. Toomns] has said that some gen-
tlemen seemed disposed to give no confilence
whatever to the action of any of the Territorial
Legislatures of Kansas until they fell into the
hands of the Black Republicans. OCertainly he
camiot intend sueh an hinputation for me? [Mr,
Toomns signified by a shake of the head that he did
not.] I regard it merely as the Legislature of the
Territory—the actual Legislature,  How its mem-
bers may be divided in politics, [ do not know; nor
do I eare; nor was it at all material for my pur-
pose. It is enough for me that it is the Legislature
of the Territory, and that it appoioted a vote to be
taken upon this constitution on the 4th of Jannary.
The vote was taken, and the result was as reported
to us, I bave heard nothing to impeach that vote,
nor any gingle fact alleged againat it, The result
of it was & majority of ten thousand againit the
| constitution. Certainly those ten thousaud have
at least as good u right to be claimed against it as
the six thousand returned as having voted on the
218t of December, have to be counted in fuvor of
it. That was my object. It wes to show that
there was n majority against this instrument, and
asswming all this action to be cqually legitimate,
the bers of ation had no more right.
to order & vote to be taken by the people on any
part of the constitation than the Territorial Leg-
islature had to order an election to be taken
on the whole constitntion. Both proceeded
| from organtzed recognised bodies, one the Legis-
! lature, the other the convention, When, there-
fore, the common appeal is made to us and the
constitation is broaght before ue, it seems to me
that we ought equally to take into consideration
hoth these facts. Furthermore, I adverted to the
evidence going to show that from the six thousand
in favor of the constitution there were many spu-
rions and fraudalent votes to be deducted.

Mr, President, I seknowledge that forms are not
only useful, but, in many ceses, necessary, I agree
that if at an election two thirds of the people stay
away from mere apathy or negligence, the votes of
those who do act, aud do vote, must be effectual,
and must control. 1 agree, also, that the return
in & necesaary form, and that the revision of that
return i3 subject only to the particulsr authority
appointed for it, and when that i« done, there is an
| @1d of the ease—because there is no further tel-
bunal to which an appeal can be taken; but 1 sup-
posed and nrgued that when this constitution was
presented before us, the supreme power, eallcd
upon now to recognize the validity of these acts—
called upon to recoguize what was the will of the
| people, in re-pect to them, we have a right Lo look
to all the evidence, es well to that which s fur.
nished in form ag to that which impeaches it for
fraud,

1 have spoken on these conclueiong, and T shall
act on them in voting against the aceeptance of
this Lecompton constitution. My fifend, [Mr,
Toouns] 1 have no doubt, in perfeet sincerity,
regrets that my conclusions bave forced me to
this course ;: but 1 have followed my convietions,
and 1 mean to do my duty as I unmlerstand i+ 1
confisa it i4 painful to me to differ with such a
friend on any occarion so important as the prese: t.

Mr. President, I am vot wanting, 1 think, in
those feelings of our nature which connect us with
| our neighbors. Although we have a commaon eoun-
try to look to, and ought to have n common patrint.
inm which would embrace the whole, our natural of-
fections and our natural foelin s bind o8 more close.
Iy to those with whom we are more immediatels ns
socinted, to whom we are more nearly assimilated in
manners —cugtoms, and institations—ave, peculiar
inetituth na. 1 am pot wanting in those sympatiies ;
but what is my duty ss one belonging 10 & particu-
Inr section, by his nativity, and hy his residence —
what is iny duty when a great question of this sort
comen up?  What I my duty to those noighbors,
to whom by natural sympathies and affections 1 am |
moat hound ?  lait not my duty in this bouse of our
eommon councils to give the best counsel and nd-
vieo 1 ean, or am [ to inguire whether this in to be

aa n sectional question, and follow what-
over course is indicited by a majority of its see.
tional members?  Is it not rather my duty to my
friends to give them the best counsel Lean? [ want
to soe the South slways right  How am I to ne-
complish that? By advising always what my best
Judgment thinks is right, and endeavoring o pre-
vail upon lier to take that ecourse. [s not that my
duty? s not that my duly to my common coun-
wy, and more especially is it not my duty to th se
with whom cirgumatances more nearly connicet me ?
I have done that. [ should have been gratified if
the Sotith had taken the same view of this snbject
‘hat 1 have. T am sure she would have loat noth-
ing by it. T e question of slavery ia not in the
onsc, 1 think there isnot one gentleman here who
entortaing the hope that Kansas can ever be really
aslave Swte. IF it be made so, it will continne
only for a moment, a hetle feverich moment, filled
up vefth strif; and lngtlf controveray, No genile.
man here believes it will really and permanently be
a slave State. There is nothing then to be gained
by the South, as I rega: d the subject.  The eloment
of slavery ia only thrown in the purpose of
nmnsin;rit-lllng on the one side or tho other, It
in no real element in the question before us, be-
eavite no man has any hope that Kaneas will be
aslave State.  We learn that from every source.
The hope of it was disclaimed before the Kaneas-
Nebraska bill was passed ; that view is now turned
into conviction by all that has oceurred sinco, and
there in nobody who deceives himeelf so much, or
would decsive the South so much as to tell her
that Kansas will be ade a slave State by the
adoptiof of this conatitution, except il may be for
(hat miserable and feverieh period to whieh I have
alluded, and which would be filled up in & struggle

My amendment will be an enabling act in effect, | huve been better for her, Then she would sa

knew that he did not ©
tions in conversation, and in his speeches that he |+

fixed in my mind, as part and pareel of our politi- |

Sir, 1 have not Been ablelto cast away these '

e i L

to emperﬁ-n._;l..rllal and

If the Bouth eould have taken the view of the
case which 1 have taken, it soems to me it would

*“the South to take ad ge of the lit

circumstances that might enable her w press her
claims upon a reluctant and unwilling people—
press the claim to impose slavery against their

to ocoupy n fow will ; we snateh at no such accidental advantages,

we see that the question is determined partly by
climate, and more certainly and decisively by the
majority of the people; the determination has
been againet slavery; we stand up in our justice
and in our hovor always untarnished, and constitut-
ing our great strength as Uommonwenlths und
States ; and we say we will make no etrifs about
it." If this element of slavery could be discharged
out of the case, put out of our minde, put oat of
our debates, and we could look at this queation
8 it is presented to us, I think there is no one
here who would bie willing to give his sunction to
an inatrument which is 8o stvined with fraud, and
80 munifestly in violation of the rights of the
people of Kansas.

Why need we of the South be impatient and
anxious to hasten the admission of Kansas into the
Union?  Whatever constitution you put upoa
them now will not last ; but you will have two Sen-
ators immedintely from there. Should the South
be in a hurry to have two more such Senators here
18 you would now get from there? But these are
small matters.  If the Bouth could view this sub-
jeet us L do, if they could have looked at this con-
stitution and the circumstances from which it had
ita origin, and those which attend ir, as I do, they
| would hive acted the very part which I have in-
diented ; they would take no ignoble advantaze;
they wonld eceupy no ignoble pogition of ftanding
upon little ‘mintn and nice estoppels.  No, sir, the
South would say—it is in her ¢harneter, in her
_ #pirit to say so—we go upon great principles, and
we go for the truth,  Occupying that position, she
would have stood proudly ereet, with justice and
honor seated upon her brow. That is her natural
and accustomed attitude, and in that auitude I
love to contemplate her,

8 r, gentlomen of the South from whom it is my
misfortune to dilfer on this occagion, will do me

at injustice to suppose that it was my purpose,
n anything | have said, to question or impugn the
ftlril y of their motiver. Tuey but folliw pheir
honest convictions, ns F follow mine. 1 have en-
deavored to perform my duty as a Senator belong-
ing to the same section; my opinion and advice
have been given frankly aud independently; hut,
I hope without any presumption. - 1 devoutly
hope that whatever measure be adopted, though
contrary (o my opinion, may turn out to be that
which is most beneficial to our country. I ehoose
to be in the wiong, rather than that my country
should suller from my error.

1 am neitherof the Democratio nor of the Repub-
liean party. 1 wear no party shackles, 1 nm here as
the Senator of * Old Kentucky"—brave and noble
old commonwealth, My ambition is to act in her
tpirit and by her inspiration.  1did not come here
to act in the character of a partisan.  Long service
ond experience in public affairs have divested me
of much of the misconception, the prejudice aud
passion that belong to the parti an; and upon
lately taking my seat here, probably in the lust
term of my public service, it was my intention and
my hope to act ruther the part of » patriot than
that of a party man.

Iam a true son of the South; may prosperity
fill all her borders, and sunshine forever rest upon
her head. But for all this, I do not love the
Usion the less, [ am a true citizen of the United
States ; 1 clain the whole of it as my great coun-
try; and for the preservaiion of that Union which
makes it g0, I will always be ready to say and to
do whatever ju me lies. It is in this spirit, sir,
that 1 have endeavored humbly to do my duty—
my duty to the South, and my duty to the whole
conntry.

[For the American. |

THE BURIAL,

—OR—
THE CONTRAST.

In no place are the extremes of riches and
poverty so frequently observed as ina popu-
lous city. Walking some time since in mther
a melancholy mood, my steps were involan-
tarily dirooted to n spot in unison with such
feclings, and ere T was awnre of the direction
I was taking, | found mysell near a resort |
have ever been foterested in visiting, the grave
yard of- There is something in its
quiot and sequr stered heauty extremely tran-
quilizii g to the mind.  While gazing around
upon the silent dead, once g setive upon the
stage of life as ourselves, with perhaps the
same hopes, the same cares, having trod the
same thorny patn which wo are treading, it nat-
urally leads to sombre and solemn reflections;
a8 in a mirror, one cannot avoid secing hoth
the pastand the future, and the nothingness of
life.

Pursning my rounds, my eye was attraoted
to two open graves, in readiness for their re-
gpoctive occapants. The one was for a maiden
searcely yet numbering fifteen summers; the
other a little child; and as T stood looking at
the Iatter, the eoffin was lifted from the one
solitary carriagoe which contained its remains
and borue betwoen a middle aged man and the
sexton lowards the grave. Two females, the
grandmother and mother of the chilid, com-
posed the remainder of the group.  The eoun-
tenance of the former exhibited that expres-
s of stoical ind flerence which long famil-
iarity with hardship will produce. There hatl
cvidently been on their part an endeavor to
mnintain, a8 far as their circamstances admit-
ted, a respectable anpearance. They wire
cleanly though poorly elad | a simple black rib-
hon tied across the mother's bonnet, was the
only onteard mark (hat indicated her Jose —
But what to her were extornal signs? She had
ovmne to lay her only little one in its cold and
narrow bed ; this thought alone possessed the
poor, unha_py mother. Yo that believe the
poor 1o badevoid of feeling, look with me upon
this bereaved one, her hands clasped together
in speechless grief while on bended kneo sho
watches the grave into which the coffin i«
glowly lowering. Listen to her heart-rending
acconts, “ My baby " she exclaims, “my hiils

darling baby, is it heve you must sleep ¥ My
litthe Willy, my own sweot Willy, sl
mother never more see thy pretty foe, will it

never more sleop upon my bosom, durling "'
“ Nay, Susy, nay,"” interposed hor mother,
“don't take on 8o, it's no use, all the erying
and fretting in the world won't bring it back
again.”  “ Come, sho said, “let us go," at-
tempting to force her daughter away with her.
“@ne minute, mother, only & minute more,”
she replied, forcibly froeing hersell from the
grasp that would have held her. “T shall
nover see my baby more. O, grudge me not
this little minute,” she uttered, resting her thin
emacisted hand upon that of the sexton, who
hnd suffered some exhibition of impatience to
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escape him, “ I will not be long,"” en aguin
dropping: ou her knoes, she sent a searching
glance into the dark cavity which held her
last earthly treasure.

Her desire was obtained, The memory of
that look she felt, would dwell with her for-
ever, and giving hor hand to her mother, she
suffered hersclf to be led unresistingly away.

** Poor thing,” said the sexton, audibly sigh-

ing, half solliquising, and half addressing me,
who stood weeping beside him, *‘she takes on
hadly ; it would be botter that people should
make up their minds to the thing before com-
ing here, it i3 to little purpose grieving so.
This homely truth, coming as it did from
one ineapable of judging of the strength of a
mother's love, jarred upon my feelings, and 1
directed his attention to the gate, toward which
an other funeral was approaching.
Here, too, was an only child, but one of
wealthy parentage. Unlike the former, a long
line of carringes, with a numerous train of
mourners dressed in their sable vestments,
were seen following the hearse containing the
body on " the way to its final resting place.—
Here was all the * pomp and circumstance”
of woe. Nothing had bee 1« omitted that could
add to the impressiveness of the scene. ‘Here,
if [ may be allowed so to speak, was lhe pro-
pricty of grief.  No outbreaks of nature to dis+
turh its striking solemnity, True, there was
at times an occasional smothered sob, coming
from the place where the mother stood,
evincing how deeply she was suffering, tho’ at
tho same time an observer might have noticed,
a5 the coremonics proceeded an internal struge
gle to subdue such plebian marks of anguish,

The coffin was deposited, the obsequies con-
cluded, and with the same mensared trend with
which they had entered the grave yard, the
funeral trains disappeared.

And here they lie, the rich-and the poor.—
Where now are the distinetions?  The high-
born maiden and the poor widow's only child
together rest, side by side, upon the bosom of
our common mother earth; they both belong
to the family of the dead ; they both await, in
** the city of silence,” the sound ofthe last trump
which ghall call them into the presence of Him
who knows no distinetion between the rich and
the poor,

Slowly I wended my way homewards, chas-
tened, and [ trust improved, by this silent ser-
mon in a grave yard, the final home of us all,

“Wuo 11 mue Sourngry Matros ?—The
‘Southern Matron' who set on foot the hely
and patriotic work of purchasing the home of
Washington, and preserving it as a shrine at
which Americans may strengthen their pa-
triotism by contemplating the virtues of the
Father of his Country, is a native daughter of
South Carolina, though now aresident of Rich-
mond, Va. She is not a matron at all, but a
maiden lady—Miss Cunninghain, by name—
and has, for years, been a confirmed invalid.
She has devoted herself to the noble work, and -
is powerfully seconded by other eminent women
of the South, smong whom are Mrs. Cora
Ritchie, formerly Mrs. Mowatt, and Madame
Le Vert, the charming writer of Mobile, who,
herself, has raised $4,000."—St. Louis News.

We have the pleasure of knowing Miss Cun-
ningham, and it is indeed a plessure. She
has, as the St Louis editor says, been an in-
valid for years; she has never known health
since her early giilhood. She has suffered,
physically, long and much, yet she has borne
her suffedings with more than resignation,
They have given a calm and sweet and besuti-
ful serenity to her pleasant and even joyous

countenance, whilst they have etherealized and
exalted and cnnobled her mind, She seems not

to repine at her lot, but to be happy in the ex-
creise of the wondrous energy, with which,
even upon her bed of pain, she devotes her-
self to the great work of effecting the purchase
of Mount Vernon.

Miss Conningham's voice is as swoel as a
bird’s, her heart as fresh as a spring-flower,
her @pirit cheerful and enthusiastic, and her
conversation, not only upon her favorite theme,
but upon all others, glowing and eloquent. We
have loved to listen to her words of lofty pa-
triotism, Born and reared in South Carolina,
and related to some of the most distinguished
disunionists of the South, she early contracted
the southern contagion and longed for nothing
more ardently than for the seccssion of her
native State even if it should secede alone.  But,
when she beeame deeply interested in the char-
acter of Washington, and began to dedicate her-
self to the sacred work of securing his tomb and
the home of his living years as anational shrine,
where all the pilgrims of liberty might be free
to linger and worship, a new and loftier spirit
took possession of her soul, and s'c gives to
the whole country the love and dovotion that
she gave asection. She earnestly believes that
the Union, if saved at all, tnust owe its salva-
tion to that deep love and reverence which the
general movement throughout the United States
for making Mount Vernon a national Mecca
must tend to inspire in the hesrts of our peo-
ple for the character of Washington and his
patriotic counsels.— Lowisrille Journal,

A Sposer Cateciisn ApAPTED 1o THE Trms, —

Q. Who was n contributing member of the
States Hoso?

A. Baorrett.

(). Why was he a contributing member ?

A Beeause he is the friend of “ Law and
Order.”
| Who got Eashy removed?

Berret.
W hat did he get him removed for ?
. Far five hundred dollars,
Who supports Berret?
W. B. Magruder.
W ho supports .m?
James (1, Berret.
. Why do they support each other?
A. Because they are reciprocally the friends
of "' Law and Order."”
Q. Who is to be chief of polise ander Bor-
ret?
A. The president ol the Keystone Club,
Q. Why?
A. Becauso all the Keystones are the friends
of Law and Order.

ErCHrO-O0p0

in town?
A. Yes sir.

Q. Canyon tell whois thabin-tbm'
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