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, the Senate to prevent him? And, supposing a man

mwl rhn stem in favor of | 48 enti
settlers on the public lands w o shall inhabit and cul- | all the o poo.
tivate the same and raise o log cabin ; and the | tion defence of the Government at home
on the amendment offered by Mr. ;!_:m,d-bmsa:amp. hl:dmoun ll:u to
i ﬁw}lll and swol ty to our coun-
. ol‘,=mt,unmblumhﬂx the whole ny. T oaniot aod oM A :"nl'“y .

bill, as 8 :
“ Btrike out ll after the enactfng clause, and insert
That actualsettler on any of the

such as are hercinafter reserved, be-
e o & e by
s in o , by
mpmd:m_‘ R bt o8 Al ol proig vend
of this act, and for four months next E;‘::H
be entitled to a pre-emption in the of the land

#0 settled upon, not one quarter section, at
the minimum mw‘l., law.” .

Mr, TAP .&g-, of Ohio, first offered, by consent,
the following : 5
od further, That no person, being

.with their rifies

their settlement would mﬂu
lator, who was

on the day of public sale, and t :
there for the purpose of buying their farms over their
heads, would receive a very intell ble intimation that
his absence would be more o than his compa-
ny; and such * notice to quit” was in every case very
promptly obeyed. He thought, therefore, that the
amendment would be inoperative. A man might be
even required to swear that be had not removed from a
settled home to come on the public land, but in how
many various shapes would such an oath be evaded ?
Still] if the mover woul so modify the amendment as

tﬂm}uimthc oath as & security, Mr, L. was ready to
v it

ote for it. ;
Mr. FULTON, of Arkansas, said that he was a
ntative of the log cabin interest, and it was
their policy to improve every foot-of the public land as
fast gtblc When the object of the bill was to
en;hz hardy pioneer to get his little farm at some
two or three cents anacre lower than if he Eurchu_od
pat the publie sale, could it possibly be an object with

had made one improvement, was that any reason he
should be prevented from mnl'u:ﬁ another 7 Hemight
have earned one home for himself, was that any rea-
son he might not wish to obtain another for his son 7

The question being put on Mr, Tarpan's amend-
ment, it was ndnpud?:g yeas and nays, as follows :
Yeas 26, nays 18. : :

The question theanil’rﬁng on ;1!'19\' substitute for
the bill r. PreExTIss, ermont—

M:m M the yeas and nays; which
were ordered. 5

Mr. PRENTISS then went into a brief explana-
tion of the. i " which, ﬁgm&teeﬁeﬂmmgf
his voice, was tp&l r heard by the Reporter. He
was understood u_objce:i’ng to the bill beforethe Sen-
ate as being both prospective and as applying to lands
surveyed and unsurveyed. As. it held out an invita-
tion, not only to our own - eitizens, but to aliena from

land, to come and- seitle without any cendition,
;:’:l'oa would beto make the public lands an object
of general scramble. 'When former pre-omption bills
, they nl::‘r rexind the lands to have been
rat surveyed, and nover before had it been 'H?:ﬂd
T e B
that must were ine . Thg bill went,
in fact. to supersede the whole land system. It was a
totally new and untried experiment ; such & onoasthe
Government never had sanctioned, and he
never The whole policy was of
very doubtful a:ﬁhﬂq, even when made retrospec-
tive in its operal l?mlhhbdlpoyoﬂmwﬁu
Eion e ey ol 1ot s et
schen one utter e n
proy . Mr. B moved a substitute by
-way of the intentions of the Senate,
ﬁr. CLAY,of K;;Imcky, now rose and addressed
the Senate nearly as follows :

The mndugm now offered by mu'rhnd from
Vermont, by drawing a line between the legislation
heretofore pursued with relation to pre-cmptions, and
the pew hensive, and interminable legislation

b E:pmem bill, opens the whole question
E:] inmJon; and 1 avail mysell of the opportunity
thus afforded, to present to the Senate some of
views I havetaken of this subject, and Linvite,
'a the outset, the serious, and, 1 would say, thé solemn
atiention of the Senate to the bill before it. Before,
however, I proceed to its provisions, all
me, in passing, to notice a most nevel and surprising
doctrine advanced y the Senator from New
York, (Mr. Waigu;) not that 1 to discuss,
at this time, the tion he assamed, but that T ma
here enter my rm against it, lest, should
remain silent, it might be lhmﬁhl by any that I yield
my mnttnlk. T‘le Senator's position is, that it is
competent to a State, under the Constitution, to admit
an unnaturalized

to hearthe gentleman from New York express a dif-
ferent upinion—look upon him as in
ﬁi , and authorized, by the exercise of the elective
ing our entire

obligations.
a distribusion of 17,000 of his serfs the
St‘:t:cpgf this Union (if the States wouldmper-
mitted them to vote)
the triumphant result of the vote of November last, and

have continued those in
ded, and manly ex

and long-tried system which should induce us to re-

. | san

: lﬁ%d, and, as

the | move them; and thus, under a species of moral duresse,

low | 8fied with

I TH

igs '

ed in our

toexert an influence in,unsettling or chang-
fouiign Powes: k ﬁiﬁyitwmﬁuﬂﬁdm“'
orei ower, he lies under u i native
gat f the doctrine be admitted to
be a sound one, then, as has been shown by a calcu-
lation which I have seen, the r of Russia, by

ht have changed the glorious,

power whao, by the full, deci-
on of the public will, have
been declared unworthy to be the depositaries of it
any longer. :

ﬁm it is with another subject that I have risen now
to deal—the feurful extension now pro 1o be
given to the Pre-emption System. Wehave now had
a land system in operation for upwards of forty years.
Is there any thing in the practical effect of this old

udiate it for u new, untried, and wild experiment 1
hat have been its results? It commenced, about
forty years ago, or a_little more, in one of the great
‘Western members of the Confederacy, (the State of
Ohio, ) the settlement of which took place as much aa
twen ”“K.a Inter kt.lm:inm'thc f‘m of h!;:r sister and
neigh ntucky. what is ation
now?1 KFrom the mrurm of the new umul?no?:lfwnd
to amount to a million and a half of souls—nearly
double that of my own State, although Kentucky had
preceded her by such a great length of time. if
we then 'go to Indiana, a still younger sister in the
great y of Btates, we shall find that she exhibits
a p?dndon of between six and seven hundred thou-
nearly equal to that of a State which was her
ecessor L‘I:, lh&:uhlhhment‘ ofﬁ?drpcnda? Bm.l:
sovereigni ‘years, ‘1 will not go throug
the list. tAzlll lhenn’nheu-nr the Senate are doubtless
familinr with the returns of the late census.  All these
and' astonishing results have taken place under.
at system which we are now asked to change. s it

T T R

b,

ment .

What is the history of these pre-emption laws?
They arose, 1think, in the first instance in the case
of what is called Symmes’s Grant. John Cleves Sym-
mes hased from the Government a large tract of
Innd mun the Great and Little Miami rivers, in
Ohio, ineluding the spot where Cincinnati now stands.
He was unable to pay for it, but finally made a com-
promise with the Government, and took a less amount
of land. He had, in the mean time, sold out to nu-
merous sub-purchasers, who, being innocent third par-
ties, and having purchased in good faith, were suppo-

sed to have a fair title to pre-emption for the improve-
ments they had made lnme farms they had opened
to cultivation, Co g8, accordingly, granted to

purchase from the Government the
lands they held at the minimum E—ice prescribed by
law. Then came the cession of Louisiana, many of
the occupants of which had settled on, their farms
while that Territory belonged to the Spanish and the
French Governments, under grants freely made, while
others had entered on their lands with confidence that,

them a right to

country, donations of land would be obtained, totally
unaware of the change of sovereignty which had pass-
ed upon the country without consulting them. “The
question then arose, what ought, in equity, to be done
in their case 1 And the American Government came
to the conclusion that all who had thus come into pos-
session of their land were equitably entitled to the
right of pre-emption, which was accordingly extended
to them, Next came a third case—that of the Koho-
kin, Kaskaskia, and 8t. Vincent settlers in Illinois and
Indiana. These inhabited French villages were set-
tled in some cases more than a camur{ sEo, and were
not drawn . within the action of our land system till
about 50 years since. These people, having settled
under like circumstances to those 1n Louiainnn, were
held to havea elaimn equally equitable, and pre-emption
was granted to them also. Thus the system stood till
1830, under Gen. Jackson's administration. Then,
for the first time, was introduced an entirely new prin-
ciple, and it is that which is contained in the substitute
for this bill proposed by the Benator from Vermont.
There is, however, a wide Jifference between what
this bill and the practice introduced under
Gen. J ’s administration. i
T he pre-emption laws, as altered in 1830, allowed a
right an pre-emption 10 all settlers on the public'lands
from a8 day, who shonld assert their rights be-
fore the expiration of the law, the operation of which
was limited to two years, This new principle con-
tinned to be periodically re-enacted till some seven or
eight _years ago, when it encountered a gallant resist-
ance from n.fr‘i‘vnd} who | regret is not by my side,
but who has from this place, and, according to
public. yumor, is destined to a more useful and higher
sphere than even that of a seat in this body, august as
it may be. Great frauds and abuses were detegted in
the execution of the pre-emption laws, Spectilators
freely used them. Floats ly were found to be
fraught with iniquity. With the. efficient aid of my
friend, ( Mr, Ewing,) wo succeeded in arresting, for a
time, these pre-emption laws. “We sucoeeded 1n put-
ting an end to special and unlawfal Frhilqm. Ve
succeeded in restoring the principle of fair equality in
the of the public lands. But those interests,
ulative and others, which are always awake,
mu.,. watchful, always on the alert, to get up
pre-emption laws, under the convenient and plau-
sible guise of benefitting the poor, made a rally in
1838. We were then told that not less than thirty
thousand settlers had entered the Territory of Iowa.
The Senate was assured that these persons could not
be removed from the public domain; that all the mili-
tary force of the Unon would be insufficient to re-

you were induced to pass the law of 1538 : and it has
now been in operation for two years. But, not con-
tented with all the victories heretofore ]u.tlllﬂed, n'?ta::-

pro-emption laws restricted in point o X
and limited as to the theatre on which they were to oper-
ate, gentlemen now come forward with a new and hold-
er, and more extensive demand. They have mddm'lf
become converts to log cabin doctrine, [a laugh,] and,
under a log cabin on, they demand the passage
of a new law, boundless in the space on which it is to
operate, of restricted only by the limits of the public

“beliove, n most hazardous experi-

according to the established usages and customs of the | pr

_ & quar-
1o the right of pre-emp-

chnnugu
a , rudical, entire
all the public lunds, sur-
operation of a pre-emp-

And here let me stop and look for an instant at
what are ngt&;a I:iuil‘ sole ndul_mgum - h:i to the
pre-em ; apoint on W exists
gre]:l::l possible misco; either on the part
of other gentlemen or myself. T'he whole practical
difference which this bill is to work in our receipts
from the public domain is said to be some two or |
cents per acre. Here is a message of the President
of the United States, sent by him to C%ﬁ De-
cember, 1837. It is, in many respects, o t and
sensible paper, so far as it treats on the subject of the
public lands, The President here pruises the old land
system us it deserves. He describes those who enter
on the pablic domain, without title or E_reum:a of title,
a8 “ trespassers,” * intruders,” and he recommends
the passage of one more pre-emption law, and one
only, and afterthat the adoption of stronger measures
for the purpose (in his own language) * of preventing
these intrusions.” The
Benton) spoke to us yesterday of the President as he-
ing a capital pre-ewptioner now, although when he
was here as a Senator he was decidedly opposed to
the whole & , and although when he came into
office he talked about *“ trespassers” and * intruders”
on the publie lands, and recommended vs to adopt
measures to put a stop to these ** intrusions” in future.
It would seem that the President is an attentive listen-
er o the adviee of his friends, and always open to con-
viction. I must admit that he has exhibited ne a lit-

3

those who havé his ears. [ will make my position
more general. I think that both the Seécretary of the
Treasury and the President have shown remarkable
ease in opening their ears to the counsels of gentle-
m:‘? wlmham strong advocates for Pr?::;miot?hhr.
and for the practical a iation o public do-
main o tho heneit o .

ug

in 1838, and the
millions. The

thnghu?oratiheydnk_lharlwmhlc
emption laws mpdon aws

to save him ﬁumpr:imi 3 e
tration of the public domi
to inflict. ‘What, 'sir, is it

Bifaaninin . i

any bis

,jl‘l“ is
his mind, and in the minds of the friends of gradua-
tion and pre-emption laws. I will not attempt to des-
cribe the whole of the consequences of this law., One
of its effects is to convert the existing cash

into a crEpiT system. Do you not see it 1 hat is
the fact as tv the pre-emption laws heretoforg granted?
They gave the pre-emptioner n credit of two years.

his credit to one year; but, whether the term be one,
two, or three years, it changes our land system from a
sale for cash to a sale for credit.  And thus the whole
120 millions of acres of the public domain will all pass
under this newly revived crEpiT system.
And who are they who propose this change? The
very men who deery all credit, who clamor for hard
money, who inveigh against banks, and denounce the
credit system as lﬁn source of all our woes ! and yet
here, now under the name of a pre-emption law, they
opose to revive the whole credit system! Can it be
doubted that such will be the result of the bill1 "Will
any man, who can get his land on a credit of one or
two years, buy it for cash 'I—cuspecially when he can
dispose of his cash at a rate of 18 per cent. interest, as
prevailgin lllinois and some other new States 1
This is & grave feature in this new experiment, and
deserves the serious consideration of the Senate. To
what will such n system lead 7 Have we had no ex-
perience on this subject? When you have parted
with your land from year to year thus on credit, you
will at length have accumulated a mass of debtors on
whose behalf petition after petition will be presented
here, and their inability to pay will be most patheti-
eally set forth, till at last your compassion will be mov-
ed. and you will forgive these poor debtors the amount
of their debt, and consent to take remuneration for
their Innd in some other form of advantage to the pub-
lic service.
Itis not correct, though it has been said and re-
peated by some gentlemen here, that the sole differ-
ence effected by the pre-emption law in the price you
receive for the public lands is some two or three cents
per acre. First, there is the difference of six cents
which the President states; and how is this made
out T The public land is sold either by nuction or at
private sale; but owing to correction, to violence, to
combinations, and the open contempt of law, (a state
of things which has grown with the multiplication of
pre-emption laws,) the proceeds of the auctien sales
are now much less than formerly. 1 cannot believe
with the Senator from Missouri, {Mr. Linn,) that the
people of the United States are incompetent to protect
their own property. 1 believe that it can be dong by
a steady, firm, and upright administration of the Go-
vernment. [ believe that the people of the United
States are capable of protecting their rights against all
who assail thew, whether from within or from with-
out. Assuredly, if the Government cannot protect
what is its own, it must be very incompetent to"pro-
tect us and ours. But, I ask, how is the six cents
excess of sales over the minimum price, referred to by
the President, made up? Itis by running an
average over the total amount of sales, both by auction
and by private entry. Now, the amount sold at auc-
tion is not one-fourth, no, I believe, not one-tenth, part
of the whole. The Secrotary takes the auction sales,
where the lands brought from 5 to ®20 an acre, and
sprends that amount of excess aver the whole remain-
ing nine-tenths of the total amount sold by private en-
try, and then he makes an average, and araws the in-
ference that the whole gain in selling the public Jands
in the established and customary method over what
they bring under the pre-emption laws amonnts to but
six cents an acre! ls this fair T But even this amount
of six cents, under a proper administration of the
system, would cover the whole expense of survey and
sule. Butisthatall? You areto add two years' in-
terest on the minimum price, which, on a eredit of two
years, amounts to fificen cents. 1f one year's credit
only is given, it will be seven and a half cents, which,
ndded to the six cents, makes thirteen and a half conts
on every acre of the public domain, which would be
gnined by the continuance of the old system.

But more. This bill amounts to s virtual repeal of
the auction. That eystem applies only to new lands
recently brought into market. But of what avail is

*Understood tobe the Fon. John Dovis.

forgigner to vote in our elections. |

-
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an auction il you proclaim to the whole world that

Senator from Missouri ( Mr. | ples.

tle flexibility in yielding to the suggestions of some of

The Secretary has
ht down the receipts from the public lands to
three millions of dollars. They were three millions
very pext year they rose to seven
e : ;m'nfmmlhthh gource Hh:i? mbo'
subject to great fluctuation ; the past year a little above
thmmiﬂ:%r::. They are now rinking, and it seems
out for pre-
uation laws!.

ruin in the adminis-
which his system is about
possible that any man—

the principle assumed by the Becretary of the
, and it‘:;owl'lhe opil-'l’inn which operates in

The gentleman from Amamn (Mr. Clay) now limits

 may got pi i they
only come and setile on it, and that before

' existin is the intro-

means of

B @iseant policy in rexard to os of TR
terests g&%}f"n it ;"E,hu  that the
m !M‘n‘ mw out
of power shall be made to an the new i

?ﬂwllwir jud, the matter T The progress
h.-&d:- Mminii-jmg:h n of“;.bo American :o'vmmm
‘developed in the practical operation of our syste
‘P"m“”d:““m“ Mﬁw:
are. ] -

nt phenomenon ace

from any thing which exists in Europe. llr‘Eu-

constitutional Glovernments, when a ministry

the or the

yields to the of

with the nation. But
i i et g Vet s o 5 o |
: or in i , In ao E
it their duty to dol T will tell pﬂgnwh::‘f :
do in the like circomstances. I would institute |

new measures of policy. mtﬂﬁ i

machine in motion, 1 would grease’
raipair and preserve all its parts in a statoof prepa-
ration for :ﬂlﬁm “those Iﬁmln- for
wihiich the whole was constructed; but 1 would av-
tampt nothing new in the permanent policy of the
country, foreign or domestic. By such a mmlerate
coarse alone can the evils of the anomaly to which I
have adverted be prevented. 1 would not ask gentle-
men to deny themselves a fair exercise of the Execu-
tive pnmm.Es from now till the 4th of March next
I do not ask them to do what was done when Mr.
Adams was expelled from the Presidoncy—1 should
say, lost his election. 'What did they do then? The
Senate refused to pass on important Executive nomi-
nations till aftér the 4th of March, and then several of
them were withdrawn, and substitutes sent in by the

three | new President: The Senate refused him the consti-

tutional exercise of his official right from the time of
his lost election till he went out of office. This I do
not ask, T dare to say General Harrison, when he
comes, will look at those whom he finds in office, and,
if he finds that they are honest and capable and faith-
1ul, that they have not been noisy mf?orwml politi-
cians, nor broaght their official influence in conflict
with the freedom of elections ; if any such there be, (a
laugh.) I hope he will let them stand (though I fear
there will be but few) as monuments of the liberality
of WhigaAdminjnntion, acting on patriotic prinei-

(Sensation and remarks of “That's fair.” But
if gentlemen expect that General Harrison, because
they, choose to rush on and muke appointments, with
a to thwart his Administration, will, when he
comes here, fear to do his duty, either they or I have
mistaken the man, General Harrison means to be the
President on the 4th of March next, which his fel-
low-citizens have elected him to be. And no prema-
ture bill, no stretching out of the policy of this into
the next Adminlstration, is going to restrain him from
looking at those in office, and deciding for himself
whether they possess the requisite qualifications for
the discharge of their official duty.

But, to come back. I put it to gentlemen whether
it is right and fair to make this great change in the
land system of the country at such a time? Would
you like us teo do it if conditions were reversed ?

But there are other considerations which admonish
us aghinst legislating on this subject at the present
time. 'We have not yet officially received theresults
of the census for the last ten years; we cannot, there-
fore, see whether the new States have filled up as ra*
pidly as we could wish. Let us first see what is the
number of their mpnhlhn; #0 that we may judge
whether any further stimulant is needed to quicken
the rate at which their numbers inerease. ?knaw,
indeed, that the result will show directly the contrary.
From tables which I eaused to be carefully construct-
ed nine years ngo, it is shown that the pepulation of
the now : sases at a utc’}tlyov«tm of

ing the price of the public [ands from n do and o IOPLT “tlis - n ey m
uarter Lo twenty-five cents, or, in some insta to'| Does it consist in some notions of charity to the poor ?
Semts. you wil get. mors money for them 1 et | | have formerly adverted to that subject. Where do

entlemen get their right to set up eleemosynary laws
or the benﬁ of the poorer pmigm of the communi-
tI: % But if they have, what will be the zsnlion of
the system in this respect ? Tt is pretended to be for
the advantage of widows and orphans, (orphans over
eighteen years, however.) Isany gentleman here ig-
norant of what will and must, of necessity, be the prac-
tical operation of such a law? Will a widow in
Maine travel all the way to Missouri that she may
receive the boon pr to be given her by this law?
Will not its benetits be confin
locality 7
the pre-emption onall widows and minors. But will not
the benefit, in fact, be limited to widows and minors
residing in the Btates within which the lands Jie?
Surely. That, then, is the extent ol your charity.
lum:iu:; very well, and I do not feel very m;:'c en-
couraged by L experience in oppusition to this bill.
My hope is eh;cwwherl:: though I Pwi::kl trust that ho-
norable Senators would at Jeast pause before they take
such a leap.

There are other consequences on which I might

dwell. We have heard that this bill and another al-
lied to it are to increase the revenue: and I believe
that one of them was, pro forma, sent to the Commit-
tee on Finance on that ground. The new plan is, to
increase the resources of the now impoverished exche-
quer; but 1 have already shown that, for the present
at least, the revenue will be diminished instead of in-
creased by it; for the wmount vested in the public
lands under this law will be on a eredit of one or two
years, and cannot come into the Treasury till the end
of that time. And ss those disposed to make such in-
vestments will avail themselves of the credit, there will
be sales to but an inconsiderable amount for cash, and
a consequent diminution of the proceeds during the
present year. Therefore, with an exhausted Treasu-
ry, with a vast national debt, ascertained and unascer-
tained, besides a large amount, to be soon redeemed, of
Treasury notes outstanding and running on interest,
it is now proposed, instend of replenishing the empty
coffers of My. Secretary Woodbury, by an imposition
at once of daties on luxuries, to increase, instead of
removing, the existing deficit in our pecuniary re-
SOUTCOs.
Our land system heretofore has been the admiration
of the world for one of its best and noblest features,
viz. the perfect security it gave ns to the land titles of
our new settlements. No man who had eyes to see
the marks upon a corner tree, or upon a stone stand-
ing in a prairie, could possibly mistake the limits of his
own tract; and no other man could have color of
right to disturb him on the ground of his title. Secv-
miry-—absolute security in land titles—has been one
of the highest blessings in the new States, But are
you sure that this will con*inue te be the ease under
your new pre-emption law? Do but conedive how it
will work. Imagine that a new district of rich and
choice land had just been thrown open. The Indian
title has been extingunished, but the fresh and fertile
lands have not yet surveyed. They are open,
however, to the operation of this bill; and, in the
course of a few weeks, may become worth from fifteen
to twenty dollars peracre. You proclaim to all who
come rushing in torrents u ntﬁe new acquisition,
crowding, contending, scrambling for the fairest spots
and best situations, that they shall have a pre-emption.
W hat scenes of confusion, contention, heart-burning,
uy, of bloodshed, must naturally ensue. 'When a na-
tion, heretofore esteemed wise and prudent in the
management of its public domain, proclaims to all the
world that the first man who comes and seizes on it
shall have it, who ean caleulate, who can conceive the
confusion, disorder, and mischief which must ensue?
Who can estimato the effects of the broad foundations
that will be laid for uncertainty, controversy, and liti-
gation in lund titles 1

Again, this bill must work a vast increase of the
Executive power ; for all disputed pre-emption rights
which, according to the cautious policy of Virgimia,
were referred to the decision of the Judiciary by caveat,
or ¢jectment, or bill in chancery, are now ultimately
cast on the Execative of the United States; for the
bill provides that they shall be settled ““ summarily”
and definitely by the Register and Receiver of the
land district in which the dispute arises, these officers
to decide under instructions from the Commissioner of

to the widows of the

the General Land Office. 8o, the disputant is put
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In terms, to be sure, it proposes to confer | E™

now, | ask, ':hil li‘llll..“ll‘. you
more especially to that portion
ve been in the iu’bh of esteemi
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was not lon n single
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m:r o; :o:‘qg&on, or, Bor

power is tremendous,

oppose, that will pause before sanction
untried upemm of wach mmw‘:‘! magnitude.
ask l_._llm&wuil for the xrgaluor tl:;dh&mou.
population of t w

and the relative rate at which I:.h;n
before they part with a land system
hour the pride and ornament of the ation of the
Congress of the United States, and which has brought
to the nation such rich and invaluable fruit,
to pause l—and if they will not abandon the plan,
that they will at least consent to embark on these new
experiments with greater light to guide their course
than that which they now have.

Twenty-Sirth Congress,
SECOND SESSION.

IN BENATE.

Tuespay, Jan, 12, 1841,
Memorials and Retil.iom were presented by Messrs.
gor\rell, Pierce, Ruggles, Wall, Hubbard, and Ben-

n.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

By Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian
Affairs : A bill for the relief of Gary Hinant.
Also, from the same committee, an adverse report on
the claim of Wm. Dickerson.
By Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee .on Indian
Affairs: A bill for the relief of Sarah M. Charlton
and others,
By Mr. LINN, from the Committee of Private
Land Claims: A bill for the relief of Jaques Bon and
Alexander Coleman.
By Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee
on Public Lands: A bill to regulate the land offices in
the State of Indiana, and for other purposes, with an
amendment.
By Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads
and Canals: Asking to be discharged from the con-
sideration of the following memorials :
From the Directors of the Mount Carmel Railroad
Company ; from the Legislature of Louisiana; and
from the citizens of Allegany in relation to the navi-

Hopkins.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

diana and Illinois.

| * Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend the 9th joir X

be : ;
“That before any committee of either House o
Co shall

committee to call upon the proper departmen
business of whicrn
such ent, or any officer thereof,
claims; the answer to which shall be
said bill."

ossed :
_ A bill confirming to George Tucker, his heirs or as
signs, a certain tract of land in Alabama.

Arkansas to sell the lunds heretofore a iated for
d“,:l\ u::l Iuf ac:htt:olu in that State, i
for the relief of Francis Laventure, Eb
Childs, and Linus Thompson. A
A bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the Ar-
kansas river, held under New Madrid locations and
pre-emption rights, under the act of 1814,
A bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod.
A bill for the relief of James M. Morgan.
A bill for the relief of Francis Gehon.
A bill for the relief of James H. Relfe.
i Il:llll _lbr‘lftlj_rplicfof.]ubul B. Hancock.
ill in ition to an act to mote the progress

of the useful arts, w ;
_ A bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry
wtone,
A bill for the relief of Thomas Haskins and Ralph
1askins.

A bill for the relief of J h Bogy.

A bill for the relief of 'I?;z[;mn B{;’(.Inpos.

A bill for the reliefof John C. Reynolds.

A joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of the

redsury to extend further indulgemce to certain de-
posite banks.

SPECIAL ORDER.

The Senate then proceeded to the di of the
special order, the bill relating to the permanent and
prospective pre-emption systom, when

r. CALHOUN rose and addressed the Senate at
lengthin favor of his substitute for the amendment of
My, CrrrreNDeN.

Mr. CRITTENDEN followed, and was replied to
by Mr. BENTON, when, at a late hour, the Senate
adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Tuespay, January 12, 1841,

Mr. ADAMS had leave to present a petition of
Redman Burke and Geo ix, complaining that
they have been discharged from work on the public
buildings in Washington; which was 1eferred to the
Committee on the Public Bui 5
Mr. GREEN asked the consent of the House to in-
troduce the following resolution :
Resol: ed, That the Committee of Ways and Means
be instructed to inquire into the ex ney and ne-
cessity of Inying such duties, for the purposes of reve-
nue, upon wines and silks, and such other articles of
luxury imported into the United States, as will meet
the necessary ex ures of the Government, and
pay off the debt already incurred by the issue of Trea-
sury notes, and all such othex debts as may be owing
by the Government of the Unite! States, and that
suid committee r?rt by bill or otherwise.

Mr. TURNEY called for the reading of the resolu-
tion. It was read accordingly.
Mr. PICKENS was proceeding to mnke some re-
marks; when
Mr. HUBBARD objected to the introduction of
the fesolution ; and there the matter ended.
Mi. CAMPBELL, of 8. C., asked leave to intro-
duce a resolution directing the Speaker to issue a sub-
pana duces teeun to Samuel Hart, clerk of the court
in Philadelphia, to appear before the House with the
election returns of member of Congress for the 3d
distriet of Pennsylvania, in 1838, L S Ta
Many members objected to the introduction of the
resolution, and it was returned to Mr. Campbell.
Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, to which were referred four billa from the

the

bt o | thse

to pause— |'

gation of Allm river
By Mr. BARD, from the Committee of| To preventthe
Claims: An adverse report on the petition of Royal

The following bills were introduced, on leave, twice
referred :

read, and a :
ot (0o Kngte Mathhad 48 Dot Ot ook
e ilt om| .
By Mr. YOUNG: A bill for the en‘:t?gnltion of

the Cumberland road through the States of Ohio, In-

ngre & bill in favor of ivate
claim, it shall be the duty of the chlim::,o?' ;u:h

said claim i ected" mﬁ:;' ‘Eﬁ
cialm
such facts and evidence as mayub:oi:n pmu-mn’ ion of

touching such
mpnﬂeg with

The following bills were severally consid i
Committee of !ihe Whole, and grd:rud zdbeue::

A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of

Mr. BERGEANT the bill from the
mﬂﬂybmm st
in certain cases, without am

M:. 8. the provisions Land the
it. And he that it might now be put to itethind

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the bill -ﬁu
out the words “wahdlluuﬂnb.,“l:" -

mummuwmzwmrm

not to :

. FABERSHAM objected, he said, to the whole
I&iﬂ.uvlﬂ;:b;.lhom - ul the last #ession of
He moved, therefore, to recommit the bill to the Com-
mittee on the Judiclary, with the following instroe-
Lions :

* To report a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt
under process issuing from the Courts of the United
States in all cases except where the judgment shall be
.'If;:“ an officer of the Unlted States for a defulcation
in ﬂmﬂl"

Mr. PECK sustained briefly the motion to recom-

mit.

Mr. SERGEANT e his views in relation
to the constitutional point as between the United
States and the weveral Suutes, and earnestly opposed

the amendment.
Mr. BRIGGS here rose, and reminded the House
that Mr. NayLow, who was entitled to the floor in
i of his argument, had yielded to bis col-
(Mr. Beregant,) under the supposition that
e ‘be dis afew moments-
.w“m several voices calted ?r-lhs “ previous ques-

r. VANDERPOEL said he would move the pre-
vious question if the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr, Bri )wou!.dcﬁw way.

And Mr. BR having yielded the floor—
uﬂn'dr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques-

And there was asecond, 2
The SPEAKER said that the previ uestion
would eut aff the motion to recommit, arnd weuld bring
the House to a vote, first on the amendment, and then
on the third reading of the bill, B
And the House ordered that the main question

should be now put, .
Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on his
amendment, which were ordered, and, beingtaken,

were yeas 31, nays 110,
So the amendment was rejected. - |
And the bill (having been ordered to u thind reading
at this time) was read a third time and passed.
It is in the following words. ; .
A BILL supplementary to an act to abolish impris-
onment fordebt in certain cases.
B it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of Americain Con-
gress assembled, That the act entitled * An act to ubol-
ish imprisonment for debt in certain cases,” approved
February twenty-cight, eighteen hundred and thirty-
nine, shall be 80 construed as to abolish ‘mprisonment
for debt, on process issuing out of any court of the
United States, in all cases whatever where, by the
laws of State in which the said Court shall be
held, the i nment for debt has been, orshall
hereafter be, abolished. s
Mr. SBERGEAN'T, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, reported. three bills fiom the Senate, viz.
To confirm to the State of Indiana, the land select-
ed by her for that portion of the Wabash and Erie ca-
nal which lies between the mouth of Tippecanoce river
and Terre Haute, and for other purposes,

dm’ ’
m, ver, or other coin, and 'wmbrei?;:rgﬂ
the United States or utteringany counterfeit for-

ign , silver, or other coin.
a‘l‘cm;dgmm ?m_maMd
provide punishment of certain crimes
the United States, and for other purposes.
These bills were then committed to the Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union
Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, again asked
leave to move a resolution, which read at
Clerk’s table, and is a

to -

]

f

in{ Hart, 1
or by deputy before this House at 1 o'cluck, P. M. on
Friday, the 15th instsnt, with the electivn returns and
other papers on file in his cffice g to the Con-
gressional Election in the Third Congressional Dis-
trict in the State of Pennsylvama in 1 there to be
examined in evidence in the case of the contested
election mow pending between C. J. Ingersoll and
Charles Naylor, from the said Congressional District.

Several members objected.

Mr. CAMPBELL then moved a suspension of the
rules to enable him to introduce the resolution, and
the question was put and decided in the negative with-
out a division.

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION.

The House resumed the consideration of the ease
of the contested election from the Third Congression-
al District of the State of Pennsylvania between Mr.
Naylor and Mr. 1 ¢

Mr. NAYLOR resamed his argument from yester-
day mn supr;n of his right to the seat now held by
him ; and before he had concluded,

The House adjourned.

IN SENATE.
Webnespay, Jan, 13, 1841,

The Senate met at the usual hour, 12 o'clock.

After prayers and reading of the journal, My,
Kxnr, Senator from Maryland, appeared, was quali-
fied, and took his seat.
Afier other morning business, of an unimportant cha-
racter, consisting oi;cﬁrinle bills, &e.,
. Mr. KING, according to previous notice, on leave,
introduced a bill regulating our commercial intércourse
with the port of Cayenne in Guiana.
Also, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea-
sury to refund certain duties collected on the French
ship Alexandria; both which, on motion of Mr. K.
were referred to the Committee of Commaerce, together
with the dence relating thereto, and ordered
to be filed in the Clerk’s office.
The resolutionof Mr. Tappan, offered yesterdny,
came up in order, ibing certain duties for the
chairmen of commitiees of Congress, in relation to
private claims; which was laid over.
Mr, GRAHAM, from the Committee on Revolu-
tionary Claims, reported a bill authorizing the building
of a mon nt in ation of the wervices of
Brigadier Generals Davidson and Nash, of North Ca-
rolina, who fell in defence of their country: which
was read, and ordered to a second reading.
The ills yesterday ordered to be en 1 (which
are noticed in Tuesday’s report) received their third
reading and were passed.
The morning hour having expired, the Senate re-
sumed the consuleration of the pre-emption bill. The
question now pending being on the amendment propo-
sed by Mr, Calhoun to the amendment of Mr. Critten-
den ; on which—
Mr. PRESTON was ontitled to the floor.
Mr. PRESTON then rose, and with his accustom-
ed ability and skill enchained the attention nfllju: Sen-
ate in n speech of an hour and a half, in oppesiNon to
the amendment.
Mr. SEVIER then rose and expressed a desire of
speaking, but as the hour was late, moved that the far-
,E:: consideration of the subject be postponed till to
morrow ; which was agreed to,
Mr. PHELPS then submitted a resolution in rela-
tion to the death of the Sergeant-at-arms; directing
the Secretary of the Senate to pay the sum of five
hundred dollara to the order of the widow of Stephen
Height, deceased, late Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen-
ate, to defray the expenses of placing his body in a se-
cure coffin, properly protected, in the Congressional
burial ground, at Washington, and the expense of the
transportation of the body to his friends in Vermont,
and its burial there; and that he further pay to the
said widow, the salary of the deceased, for the residue
of the term for which he was elected.
A fior some conversation on the resolution by Messrs,
Wright, King and White, it was adopted.

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of
Executive business, and, afier a short session, ad-
journed




