UNITED STATES SENATE.
EXTRA SESSION.

Moxoay, March 8, 1541,
. MERRICK moved 10 take the resolution
ui.'ﬂdb't-nm.-uwu Monday (-
day) o 19 . choek, e Senate proceed o the election of

Mr. MANGUM said this had been so fully discuss-
ed some two woeks since that he deemed it wholly un-
W to add a single word to what was then

He should not, on his part, and he perceived no ne-
for remarks; he A mmrffa, the question
MIOP? be taken on the resolution.

Myr. BENTON called for the reading of the bond.

Mr. BUCHANAN had no doubt bu! execution

wan to be done, and that speodily, on Bloir & Hives.

But, before that, he had & few words to say—not in

nent, because he know that would be

it

:

i

i

*hh; ﬁ respecifully called the yeas
on uestion.
I:Tll.llck should not discuss the question at

he office was one of great importance. That
Congress had grasted a sum of money to the widow
of the late at-Arms, was very good in itself.
But it certainly wunmnwola“ should be
degrived of such an officer. T'he now Was va-
cant, and it was proper that it should be filled, and on
this sccount he had moved to fill it.

Mr. ROBINSON read the rule of the Senate, pro-
viding that on the segond Monday of the first session
of each Congrgss, the Scnate should elect their Ser-
geant-at- A g, &o. :

Mr. KING suid that, afler having given to their
preceding officer the salary of a whole year, when
there was not a particle of business to be performed,they
were delermined o go into the election of an odker,
they were about to give a salary for the discharge of
no duty whatever. If this was the reform that had
been promised, rulnlz the pew Administration party
had much to boast of.

Hero an officer of the Senate, not wanted for one
solitary duty, was to be forced on them merely togive
himn the salary.

He spoke plainly. No gentleman could deny it.
No gentleman could get upin his place and say that
this officer was wanted—and if not, why eleet him 1
They had got along in the business and confusion,
and transucted all the business.during the past ses-
sion with their present officer. ’

If this was to be a specimen of what might be ex-

from this Administration, many estimable citi-
zens who gave them their support under the i
sion that economy was to be the order of the day,
would turn with regret from what they had done.

Benators must remember that they were responsible
to the , and to the he would leave them.

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said it really appeared to
him that gentlemen on the other side, were disposed
to make a E:“' deal out of small affairs. On what
authority (he asked) did the Alabama Senator ven-
ture the assertion, that this resolution, if

£

amounted to nothi butopwbhmnhu F;rl.h;
PR I ING a5 the fact disef
Mr. CLAY. was none. There was an

existing office with certain duties attached to it
was vacant, If the office was unnecessary, bring for-
ward a proposition to abolish it—dispense with it al-
together. And if that was done, they would not un-
dertake to fill the office, whilst such a ition was
under consideration. Here wos an existing office
with all its duties attached to it. There might be,
and in all Ehnhﬂhy would be, an extra session of

. He spoke on commen rumor—on informa-
tion attributed to the President of the United States
himself, on a recent visit at Richmond, when he de-
clared his intention to call an extra session. Sup-
pose an extra session took place —was it not of some
consequence then that this office should be filled 1—
And it by a pew person, was it net of consequence
that he have an opportunity to become acquainted with
ita duties 1 .

|

1f there was an extra session, he believed no one
would deny that there should be a Sergeant-at-Arms

" If there was an extra session two months
%ﬂ being 1500 per year, the salary to
s to S0

v

us leaks on the Treasury,
ed it Lo a stato of bankruptey: this
which the new administration
ntry by making.
But gentlemen talked about having used the salary
by a grant. That was to say, that gentlemen, those
in the major.ty, had made a charitable grant to the
widow of J Haight, and because they had exer-
cised their charity in this way, the public was not to
be furnished with an officer whose duties were neces-
eary. Wae this the sort of reasoning by which they
“ndwl.b'.i detained from the performance of a neces-
uty

mﬁn did not complain of this charity ; but he denied
that on this account they should not fill all offices,
the duties of which might
haman probability woul

of some forty, fifty or sixty days from this time.
As to the rule. It was a standing rule requiring
biennial elections of certain officers.  And what was

riodically before the Senate, that the Senate
might decido on the expediency of their re-election.

i nihmhla‘s if a vacancy occurred
%dut in the office of Arms and
oor-keeper, the day after their election, thut the Se-
nate were lo wait till the of two years, be-
fore these offices were 1 No. Here was an
;:\::I:lo&u *:mu “'mﬁ"" ok
! ' - necessary in
tbhlthz!. Wt{uoﬁu He
hoped that - perceive, that it was not
a case in which any thing could be gained Ly a pro-
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g:l H, of Ia., ;:oniddvm for the resolu-
o adverted to w n en place in th
Nm‘ﬁm tbc,xdid not ﬁ:‘l.ﬁi-h:ﬂ?ul—:
the duthos of the station’ & and, notwithstand-
ng the amount given to the widow of the late Ser-
Eﬂ. rom that ,mamwlnunnf;\;n;lo
'-g—!.dmr 1,000 extra for about six
zks service, :harging the duties of that office.
It M‘mnﬂ 500, thus giving n double
advocated the ;uohtion, therefore, on the ground
P R Rbustiy, rne sihey Sestintad by M
_ was
KING, SEV BENTON, and MEllhl{lclg.m
Mr. BENTON moved that the resolution be Eod
lﬁﬂl Monday of next session of Con-
this called the yeas and nays, which

All Benl Buchanan, Cal-
1 mhﬂ, “?’nltn:. an‘? Linn . A
Smith, Conn.,

|

&

.

poned till the

lker, Williams, Wright,

It|P

(cern of the Senate. Would that admission help them

arresting Iﬂ&l
vain, bot o purpose of stating his idea of the cha-
racter of this case. He apprehended that a principle
would be estublished by this proceeding long to be re-
membered in this country, und deprecated,

Inthe Inangural Address which was delivered the
uther day he found this sentiment .

“It was the remark of a Roman Consul, in an early
period of that celebrated Republic, that a most striking
contrast was observable in the conduet of candidates
for offices of power and trust, before and after obtain
ing thewn—they seldom careying out, in the latter cuse,
the pledges and promises made in the former. How-
ever much the world may have improved, in many
respects, in the lapse of upwards of two th 1 years

in thelr argument in tho slightest
l;c‘ynenuud’thm—

tet into contract with i
bindingon it1 Bu
of 1819, had declared, in
ers shiouk! be officers of
declares that they #hall have the
nate through the whaole Congress,
give bond and security 1o sXecute
the Senate, by dismissing these
selves from 1t':r obligations of the
plied, “'no,” and pledged every thing
if the plain, simple question, were
argument, to the tribunal below them,
be decided; so Llnl ‘"lmt: ot
by proviog il they could L el
.rm. !Thﬂr jf*“ no new Senate. This
same body, constitutionally, and in w law
hnd existed from the first day the et
election

until the present mowent,

For a great many years there was no
officers ut all. There was always a Presiden,
the Secretary held his office; lln!raull not get
of him except for misdemeanur, This body was
manent, Every writer, without exceplion, whe
treated on this subject, had described the Benste

H
Es

since the rewark was made by the virtuous and in-

- | dignant Roman, 1 fear that a strict exainination of the

unnals of some of the modern elective governments,
would develope similar instances of violated confi-
dence."

What is the aspect before us? Let us venture our
opinion on it. it mot illustrate the position in
the most striking manner, cited by that distinguished
man, now Piesident of the U. States. This was not
& case of removing an officer of the Senate, or guasi
officer—no such thing. But, the case of the Senate
undertaking to violate as solemn o contract as could ever
be entered into by human langusge, The case of the
Senate, now making an attempt, in which they would
succeed-—after a contract had been made, and afler
these men—American citizens, have acquired such
rights under this contract—done befure the world, he
would not be afrnid to leave the question to any Jadi-
cial Tribunal, —the question of the Senate coming in
by might and power, and trampling this contract under
foot, and we would sappose from the style in which it
is done, that we had a distinguished ; Military Chief-
tain st the head of our Government, its langunge was
very precise, stiiking, and much to the point:

Resolved, 'T'hat Blair & Riven be dismissed as prin-
ters to the Senate for the 27th Congress.

Short, pointed, direcily to the purpose, 1t was in the
style of Hi::hud the !\ird—"I:):fP;:m his head, so
much for Buckingham." And, if rensons were as
thick as black-berries, he supposed their friends would
not give them one ; and why“ He believed there was
not one. Had not Blair & Rives faithfully performed
their duties as printers to the Senate 1 And why were
thea]ln be dismissed in this military style

as it not because they were editors of a political
newspaper, which has contained editorial articles in
opposition to the present Administration party 1

' Of withthehead." What sinfhad ever poor Mr.
Rives committed—a partiier of the firm—a mechanic;
who had entered into this contract, that he is to be
executed, and the sin of Mr. Blair must be visited on
his head, and the whole Globe be prostrated on account
of the sins of onc of its printers.

This was not a matier, as he humbly conceived, to
Jjest about, but a question, and he said 50 with the ut-
most solemnity and sincarity,~of greater importance
t.l_un bad been before the Senate of the United States,
since he had boen a member of the body.

Let us give the facts. In 1819, a joint resolution
El.lgnd Congress, approved by the President of the

nited States, declaring that each House of Congress,

revious to the adjournment of the old Congress,
shoull elect and provide a proper person to exccute
the Prlptm for the next session of Congress. The
resolution fixed the manner in which the printing was
to be performed. It stated the prices which the con-
tracturs were to receive; and the obvious policy of the
resolution was clear—it was utterly impossible that
any man could be prepared (without any notice) for
the performance of it. Was there any thing in this
resolution which called this mechunic an officer of the
Senate, or in the nature of his employment? The
resalution itself spoke of a contract, and (hat of the
most solemn character, First, he was to give bond
and security that he will execute the work with neat-
ness, fidelity, and despatch. And what power is grant-
ed to your Clerk under the terms of this resolution, if
our printer fuils to cumpfiy with it? The Secretary

a right to employ anothes, and if he pays an in-
creased price, the inference is to Le from
the other's wages.
_ There stands the ease. A solemn contract entered
into by an existing law, confirmed in 1829 ; and here
was a requisite election under the law- bonds and
secunly were givon—a contract, perfect and complete
ﬁn"uu years under the mull;i‘ﬁnn; and Blair and

es a right.on tendering per-
formance to demand payment, as ;peuau had ﬁl?ny
bargain. Ten limes in succession had the Senate
ucted under the joint resolution of 1819—ten times
elected printer—ten times submitted to this election,
and the eleventh occasion, which was the present,
they were to contiovert what had before been done by
the Senate: and what is the reason?—©ur prede-
cessors have all been wrong. The Congress which
pussed the resolution Jnew nothing about the provi-
stons of the Constitution. Al Congresses which huve
acted on this rule hape been perfect doate.

But they were told that it waa so plainly a violation
of the Constitution of the United Siates, that he who
runs may read.  And now, ou this side of the House,
they were seized with constitutional seruples, and thoy
think they have been violating their oaths in thus
elecu'u printers heretofore. ithout proposing to
cast reflections on any one, it appeared that tﬁry were
mmg :ﬂn the old mf;.m'rh:l ‘;‘;hey should take

ve the er, ar & k B
eangene s '{:&T’J: ) Yy shou eep who can.

Now, if a printer is an officer of the body, what
makes him 507 What argument had been used to
prove him an officer of the body 7 He had heaxd but
one. The argument of the Sonator from Delaware:
and which was proposed by some other gentle-
men, and it appeared that to prove this, he had to go
back to a period of the world, before the art of print-
ing. 'If the art of printing had not been discovered,
you would have had to employ a great number of
amanuenses.! Would every copyist be an officer of
‘the Senatel No. It would then be still more neces-
sary than new to provide, by the preceding Congress,
for the performence of the work, which then would have
been much more laborious and expensive. And then,
what dothe gentlemen nssert?  T'hat there is no power
in_this Government, by act of Congress, to provide a
E'mu;r before the new Congress comes into existence.

ut is there any foundation for this argument? 1s
not the bare style and statement of the proposition
sufficient to convinee any can:lid and honest Senator
of the United States 7 They had entered into a con-
tract to keep the clock of the Senate going; and did
the clock-muker become an officer of the body? No.
The printing of the Scnate was mechanical work, to
be performod by men having skill in thatart; and they
might as well call any man who performed any duty
:rhatown for the Senate, an officer, as to eall the prin-

er.

The joint resolution was conceived in wisdom.
What was the case before? Congress met—printing
was immediately required, and the Clerk authorized
to employ the printer; but he was not prepared—do-
'l.:]'l l.nn‘h place; and in order to obviate this difficulty,

v tion' was p |
In his humble estimation, the prineiple which would
be established by these prncaedr:gn iﬁwlud tremen-
dous consequences. Unce establish the precedent
that the Scnate have a right to violate a solemn con-
tract, deliberatel enlmmf into, and what becomes of
this country 1 Does it not go immediately to the posi-
tion, which had been attributed to his party, but which
he had ever denied—that any legislative budy have a

t to annul contracts entered into.
he proceeded

iple on which this resolution
o L e
empl w ing to an-

nul bonds of the s-.u“or Missinsippi. Itm-‘vn the
e which lay at the root of it. Blair & Rives,

iy virtue of solemn_ contract, had a right to perform
for two years this printing; and we come forward and

nullify this vested right, and on the foundation that
the zm of Bhir & Ri resolution vi
Woe e Coninatinn. T T N -

were told probably there might be a

n, U"{

BI:!‘CL' the United States chartered, or ot least he
believed an attempt would be made at the extra ses-
sion.  Would not our movements hie asked ) be con-
sidered revolutionary it we to vote on this
question, as the party did on the question of
printer, and then proclaim that the moment the de-
imocraey should be again triumphant we would

ity charter, because we believed it to be unconstityt

all  Did it not involve this principle—that hecause
:vi halin;almdcﬂln: t:L the United States to ba a

ol onstitution, wern not perfect]

justified, if any precedent could Justify ¢ l:"-cd s

was at will-
Collectors, Distelet”

per t There were always two thirds
its members in existence, and generally far
two-thirds. [1 was the wheet-anchor of
tution, on account of its permanency.
was, and muost be, o permanent body : and
had the speciacle presented to them of the
all furms of law, two weeks ago, mhmsw
tion, and now, at this day, sfler the ., N8
called him, had been elected, of the Senate
the contract und dismissing the officer. 1f
be dowe—if this body, of high and
embicnnlhi. country, could thu::‘pﬂhﬁhm
—W Licre was o muc i
the eountry to disregard the faith of solemn contracts
—eoulil step forward anid sanction the prineiple that
no €ontract can be binding on them—Heaven only
knew what would be the result throughout the coun-
try.  In point of propriety, there was no differcnce
between the violation of this and any other contraet.
Now it was said they were not bound by a contract,
and now, at the eleventh time, they were not about to
execute that which was the law of the land. The
Senator from Mo., sume time since had endeavored to
get this resolution repealed. It was resisted with
power by the Senator from South Carolina, Mr. Pres-
ton. He was against ita repenl.  This was the only
mode of getting rid of it. But no repeal of it could
affect the rights of Blair & Rives. The powers of
the Government—of this Senate—no human power
in this land could violste any contract without the
consent of Lthe parties injured by such a viojation ; and
just as eertain as they had a futarity befors them, the
duy would come, il Blair & Rives wern deprived of
this contract, when it would be made good to them in
damnges—the day would come, and that very speedily,
it it was inthe power of Bluir & Rives, to bring a suit
against the Senate of the United States.

He had ever beld, and trusted he ever should, that
contracts were sucred, and however much he might
desire, in any instance, to change the printing of the
Senute, he trusted that hus party feelings would never
carry himso far as to trample on the righ's of any in-
dividual. He was opposed to doing this execution on
Bluir & Rives.

Mr. BAYARD said in the course of this debate,
objections to this proceeding had been placed on three
grounds:
1st. "That there was no power in this body, as now
assembled, to go into such an election ; or being ns-
sembled, that they were here assembled in & particu-
lur capacity—in the particular exercise ofunother fune-
tion.

The next ground was that the printer is not an
officer in this body.

And 3dly. Ifhe be an officer, a confract has been
maﬂs with him which they had not the power to re-
scind.

These were the principal grounds The Sena-
tor from Pa., made an addinion, in relation to the cha-
racter of this body, whieh, it seemed to him to go the
whole length of this subject. That thie was a perma-
nent body—the same Senate, which ceme into politi-
cal existence on the 4th March, 178)—which has
continued from that day to this, and would continae to
all time as long as this Government shail endure, ifthe
respective States perform their duty, The Senate be-
ing perpetual, has perpetual rights. 'What are they 1
Tgny must be absolute or relative, and whether abso-
late, relative, or inherent, belong to the body at all
times. T'here was no such classification of Legisla-
tive and Executive functions, as had been drawn. It
was a body possessed of these rights; whith might be
dormant, but they always existed—always inhere in
the body, and are to be exercised as the circumsinnces
of the case may present.

A part of the absolute rights of this body, was—

bat. o judge of the elcotion, returns, and qualifi-
cations of its members. ‘There was no question but
tho hodg‘muld do this, whenever nssembled.

Aﬁt er abgolute right, was, lo decide by a majority,
on a westion.,

Another, to make ils own rules and regulations.
Another,to eleet ite own officers—expressly given it
by the Constitution.
All these have no relation, whatever, to any other
depariment of Government ; but are inherent, and ab-
solute, which may be exercised whenover the Senate
is convennd. They could not assemble in the city of
Philadelphia ; or at any time they thought proper.
But, whenever assembled, these were inherent, abso-
lute rights which might be exercised beyond all con-
troversy—beyond all dispute.
What other rights were there 1 There was the
relative right, when a session of Congress takes place,
of acting in a Legislative capacity. This session of
Congtess must occur once in the course of a year. If
no other day be appointed by law, the Constitution
says, the first Monday in December—but might it not
occur in some other way? It might, Apd when
they were assembled, then the ecasus occurred when
they might exercise their legislative rights. When
they were assembled in Congress did that prevent the
exercise of their absolute, inherent rights 1 Might
they not elect their officers T And turn out their mem-
bers who misbehave themselves 1
T here were other relative rights. The Senate was
commonly called a part of the treaty-making power
and of the appointing power. These powers they held
in connection with the President.
Another relative right inherent in the body, exercis-
ed when the proper cull rrmntu itself, whether they
hoppened to be assembled in a session of Congress, or
when the other House was not in session, and when
of course there is no session of Congress, was the
power of electing its officers.
" It must then be apparent to every one that there
can be no doubt that this Scnate possesses the abso-
lute, inkerent right to elect its own officers when it
happens to be assembled, without reserence to any other
case, when it may be called on to exeicise its relative
rights.
That being true, let us sce whether or not the prin-
ter be an officer of the Senate.
The Senator from Ala. says that he is not an qfficer,
but a guasi officer. He (Mr. B.) did not exacily un-
derstund this. He had heard of such a thing as
guasi corporation—a body possessing some of the at-
tributes of a corporution, but wanting others.  But he
had never heard before of guasi officers. They must
be officers who have the name without employment.—
Now, whatis an officer T Webster, in his Dictionary
—the hest perthaps in the English language—has thus
defined the word officer: ** An gfficer is one who ex-
ercises an office of sume kind.” ** Qffice,” a particular
duty, charge or trust conveyed by public aothority,
and for a public purpose; employment taken by com-
mission from Government, and those who administer
it It might ulso be a duly or employment of a pri-
vate naluie.
Did any one undertake to say that the printer had
no employment 1 It he had none, he agreed with the
Senator from Alabama, that he was a quasi officer.—
But if' he had, he was one. He was trusted with the
printing of all their docuinents—their eonfidential
ones tov. He thought the Senator from Pennsylvanin
would find some difficulty in saying that he was not
an officer. His employment was very important; all
the Journals and private proceedings were trusted to
him. Yet the Senator fiom Pennsylvania said he was
no officer.  hat does he do by means of types?
What your Secretary does with his pen. He tran-
scribes your documents and your Journal, and fur-
nishes you with a requisite number of copies. Was
not this public employment1 How was he paid 7 Out
of the conlingent funds,  And how appointed 1 Elect-
ed by the Senate; and rﬁ:t“lho Senator from Penn-
xlunjluy-hc‘unou ; and the Senator from
|='Mhn says ;qmui officer. hich

: t him to the last ition, which is,
itis a :"'“‘lm 1f it was a co&?amhh':'ﬁoﬂﬁ be
the last san in the Senate to violate it. 'What sort of
8 contract was it7 A contract which carried in gre-
mio the principle of its own dissolution—n
made with an officer who holds his office at will of the

Senate. He should like to know whether the em-
ﬁoymm: of any officer was not a contract1 [t be-
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n a manner, in pursuing the same course, and | bon ed 1o this class of contracty—** have
dnmh:!ng the act unconstitational, and giving notice runfm the work, | will pay you." "“IZ"F;
to world that they would r:-ly_nl it the very mo- | contract; and in aceepting an office, which ¥ el
mln:&ﬁq had the er? Andifthey were to pur- | an office at will, the 1 e do
sue Aounegne nk ofthe United Statos could be | sderstion—ihat he could be rem: .lr“ onant.
established d eoqil‘llul,lfnmtn or domestic, would | It was a parl iamentary office: and all such were al
-Mb. : .'moxy-, nowing that the charter would | wil. No principle was better understood (han that
o taken away the very moment of a political ehange | all parliamen officern mgﬂs All wore at
3 will, * vos
it be admitted that Blair and Rives are offi- il ‘%ﬁ m not our

ye, aod

o od” Matdhale, hold

w sl Wy Muts‘huh_
the power, we shoukl corect 8
we would sulfer & Geve parisan
thrown un we, for whem we = e
means of soppont,. Wo =
thpe thal thew was no right to et i
They would do i, whon they had bt e o
1o remain in power.  We guve thew
MMMM-LH*
stwill 1owas an camone of mere
Muﬁ--tuhq«lhn:--qn
It was an abuse of r - itw
unmmnnh.:;tu-h-uw
the terins of that rsvluiion i was & prospectiee
menl—il was undertaking to give thew

the 271k Congress —to anlicipete this maliey,
80 fur two years to come, we should be
0 sUpporn & mere par oditor | &
been extromely wanion ia its coures,
specics of detraction, both as lo individeals
racters and members of the party

It was an abuse of power on their pant; and
mymhm-ﬂmuumﬂ-h. this, st
, 80 fur as his vols weul.

Mr. BENTON offercd the following smendment
to the resclution :

Resolved, That Blair & Rives haviag been
clected printers 1o the Seoate, m
of Congress, under the jutnl
Houses, providiag for the clection of
gress, and the Bonate having scted
and inits legislative character, in
it is not now competent for the
its executive character, 1o annul
thereby divest the Bilair

ights whieh
have acquired from election, and the
sulting Irom it.

Mr. BUCHANAN would say & fow words in re-
ply to the Benator from Deolaware. The Senatorsald
that the printers were officers.  He should not sow
enter into that argument ; he thought he had shown
conclusively, that the printer was not_an officer.
said he was just like the Collector of
York, or the Secretary of the Senate here.
the Beoator from Delaware one ‘;ﬂ'
not the Senate, if they please, a
tract with a mechanic, be he gficer or nol qfffeer,
endure for two ynn* And it they bave s -zh
enter into coniract of this kind, have any right
nullify it, by declaring that the officer shall continue
no | r in office 1

Mr. BAYARD said: Uu}:ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬁlﬂ,
might enter into a contract ; but all
contract must be . Pant of
this contract was, that it was defeasible in
ture, But if the office be held at will, the 'm
was incorporated into the contract itself, and
it was deteasible at any time,

Mr. BUCH&NAP{mmiuM. This was just as
he understood from the Senator. This Senate had
n right to enter into a contract to do the
work for the Seuate for two years. And
they did it solemnly, and promised that they
employ & man for two years, they had a right to devi-
ate from the contract next day, because the qffice
waa defeasible.

That was the position; and if any Senator, how-
ever ingenious he might be, could define such a con-
tract, he woull give him praise for his skill in reason-
ing. The terms of the juint resolution were as pre-
cisely fixed as if each member of the Senste had en-
tered into a contract with this printer: * You shall do
the work for two years; and if you do not do the
work according to contiact, we give to our Secretary
power to have the work done by rome other person,
and ch ou the difference between the contract
price, and the price paid for doing the work,"”

'T'he English language could not make a more bind-
ing contract than that,  The resolution was passed in
1819, and ifit be the same case as with an officer of
the bml&:ttanding tounrlo{hmnu in Ihinrcb-mlur. or
as the ant-at-arms for the purpose o ng or-
der in l.hf:Ha!l,Lbo was quite :,l: a loss to :Ern‘nnd
ite nature and cler—a lution directing the
manner in which the printing of Congress shall be
executed, and fixing the prices, the pnl.'Lﬂ items, and
the pay. ‘I'he concluding clause was, ‘' Each House
shall proceed to hallot for a printer to execute’--the du-
tivs of an gfficer? No. I'he word “officer” was not
mentioned in this resolution ; but “to execute its
work ;"' and how long? **During the pext Congress.”
T'be printer, then, was employed to execute the duties
of the 27th Congress—not the ‘duties of any office
whatever. And that was the very reasun of the adop-
tion of the resolution; if it was not for this, no man
could ever be elected printer for either House except
Gales & Seaton, or Blair & Rives. It was absolutely
necessary, in order to prevent a monopoly—to enable
the mechanie to have his materials here.  And let the
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the circumstances of this case. A reso:
by which lholwo”

awn printer—to do w
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majority was

the election. Tb‘:-,mlhn-l
to be respected—unne-
unconstitational ; for the
bt oF Gk Mot " b i oe 1504 0
ax as or
"::-'b-—u this resolution.  They
have throwa the of & printer, at the opposite
-ldz.-h. st the commencement; and the

House had adjourved now without electin ter,
T'hia was nt the whala. The Elouse lied pot ool
st cousidered " bound by the resolution, whic
uouoﬂl-- law of ihe sase, but the House
gone on 1o vary the terms of the printing. And,
by & iesslution ot last sewsion, the terms of the
it of 1529 were varivd and considerably re-
duced.  The Houss, therefore, was not bound by the
rosolution, sither as 10 the thoe or the teris; and if
n“ wot Sound, on what could it be
that the Senste was 1o be bound to a contract
betweon bodi—a recipracal obligation 1 And if either
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That were officers, he thought had
ed by the resolution of 1819, There was an
Who succeeds 1 ‘The one having & majority—voted
by ballot. How declared 1 In the usual

was
the Senator from
Pennsylvania, or any of his friends, favor them with
the delinition of an officer. The case was the common

case of any o 3
They fnd been reminded of & passage from the
Inauguaial Speech, delivered the other day, and which
:ﬂ ui!umd the gentleman would study and
ts parts.
They were with violating some of the prin-
apu.'zr the party now coming into power, which
profiessed whon out of power. How 1 (he asked.) Did
gentlemen on the other side ine that they were
ﬂng o consummale the uirliun umt
ey protested against proscription w ']
ministration wm‘dearrywing it on with sach a high
hand through this nation; when they were sweeping
out every body, without regard to merit, services or
up.hiiil{"ul‘ i.ul.rot:uc:::‘ mmmmbﬂw
L. t possible persons ]
x&'a lay l.h.: flattering unetion Lo :h:.ii souls, a.?".'ﬁ

these persons were to be continued in office, because, | ber

when the of prosctiption was un, thczr
protested against it 7 Why, sir, continued Mr. C.,
they were to be continued in office, it would be the
triumph of proscription. He knew not the rules that
would be in Harrison's sdministration, but
trusted that none but those who were incapable, dis-
honest, faithless to the Constitution, or had improper-
ly intermeddied with the elections of the country,
would be removed from office,

That was his principle. But from the sym
manifested at this day, honorable gentlemen seemed
disposed to put th Ives in opp to this act of
the Senate.  Did gentlemen think that they could, by

rinter now, bring him from New Yurk, Philadelphia,

altimore, or Richmond,—let him set up an esta-
blishment for the purpose, and the first day of
the sesasion after, dismivs him. Say, as the Senn-
tor from Delaware does—*‘ you took this contract
ander the implied condition that we could turn you
out whenever we pleased.” No, sir; in order to pro-
mote a competition between all priniers, this joint
resolution was passed ; and an absolute contract was
to be made for two years, which the Benate has no
right to violate; it did not refer to an office at all, bat
placed the thing on its proper ground, and the party
having the greatest number of voles is elected, and
shall give bond for the prompt, accurate, and neat exe-
cution of the work : and in case any unjustifiable de-
lay should be experienced, the Secretary is authorized
to employ another, and tuke the cxtra charge paid
from the salary of the printer, Would the printer
casunlly employed be an officer ?

Throwing aside 11l the ingenuity of the arguments
used on the other side; was not this the very case.
have entered into a contract with a man to build me a
house, provided that it be done in two years. 1 take
bond and security in a proper manner for its perform-
ance. And if he does not do it properly I may employ
another, and charge him the difference, and I am to

ay him a certain stipulated price, when completed.”
Fieu turn about m-.r:n I reserved, in my own mind,
the power of annulling this contract and, as nbove Jaw,
I annal this contract, and you shall not recover any
thing trom me for it,

Tiay had neither the moral nor the constitutional
right to violate this contract, and if done, Blair &
Rives, some day or other, before some tribunal, would
recover o full indemnity for all losses sustained.

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said, when the appeint-
ment of Blair nnd Rives took place, about ten or
twelve days ngo, on his side of the House they consi-
dered it one of the most extraordinary instances of
the exercise of high-handed power which they had
witnessed from the other side during the present ses-
sion of Congress.

It was admitted then—avowed then fo be an act of
power—pure, naked, angualified power. On that oc-
casion they had given n to gentlemen on the other
side of the House—to the world, and to the Printers,
that if they did go into an election, under the exiat-
ing circumstances, they should, at the carliest mwd
possible, endeavor to correct the procedure by i

I“*hunuf Rives was mentioned, and their sym-

were endeavored to be exeited in behalf of poor
g . Rives. If Senators would pardan him, he would
describe hig case by telling an aneedote: A notorious
felon h'_‘ the name of Tom Moore, who at last got
mn n jail in England, after having for a long

jackdaw to pronounce a fow broken sentences.

Tom amnsed himeell by playing cards, and continu-
ed his schemes while in prison. The jackdaw was
looking at him, and strictly observed him whon he
wos 3-115; those with whom he ‘:oyu!. The jack-
daw would ery out, “damn it, how he nickes them.”
Wlﬂ.':m was ;;;:mln The éu:kdaw, by WM
means, however, . He to company w
his own of birds, ‘l?luy i %

[ | power,

carrieil on a aystem of villainy, had mestructed « | The

this course, interest the sympathies of this country
with auch a being as Francis E Blair? Let them at-
tach themselves to him and go out uttering their argu-
ments with him— proclaiming the injustice which had
been done this poor person—hut all he pressed was
not 1o attach the Harrison party to him, If there
was no other ground of proseription, he would pro-
ceed on the infamy of character of the print and
printer. T'hat was the ground he would go on, He
wished to be allowed to say that, the other day when
the late President of the United Siates, and the pre-
sent, were exchanging official courtesies with each
other—a spectacle with which every manly man must
have been'highly gratificd—that very day was selected
by this Globe, (a8 a foreign minister remarked to him,
for he scarcely ever snw the dirty sheet)—that very
day was selected by this man, whom the gentlenwn

would force on them against their will, for a tirade of

abuse and scurrility against the actusl President in
If they regarded the character of the coun-
try at homne or abroad they ought w be dismissed.—
And there was scarcely any circumstance at home or
ubroad that had done thelr party more injury than the
serviees of such a press as the official organ. On the
round of the character of the man and his paper
they ought to consammate the purity of their nation
character, by ridiling themselves of him. The noto-
rinu-d“y bad character, both of the paper and printer,
would justify the action of the Senate in dismissing
them, and no longer to give them the exeention of the
official work, either of the Senate or Government—
the whole Government or m‘r of it. What in-
jury had been done to them
the Benate tothe 3d March—they executed all the
duties upto that time. They were notified that
would be dismissed if thus elected. What inj
could be done to them? Asto their bond, he
ift necossary, an order would be made to return

profit by, in | peten
and
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' % BERRIEN addresscd the Senate i support of

: affirmed two things:
&lﬂu&hﬂ the power 1o do the aet,
shiin Sk yenet ol thiss v propesiisas b0
i olt at length, showing conclusively their va-
 jaiit: BENTON succeeded in opposition (o the reso-
M. our;p e '
e i
:ﬂulmvhhnrm lh.h;m,.u
act, he would 1 s Tt Bicommtivs
session, and at question be taken,
MG walved e SEINASE S thete seety
e caring i .
taken, s follows: e "
YEAS—M Archer Bates, Ba
Berrien, cu.'::':,“ W
ﬂ‘:"- Hu'ﬁ",g“ Kerr, m.
Simmons ¥ Smit ; ’.'ﬁ g 3
White, and W, a0 wige,

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cul-
houo, Cley, of Als., Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn,
MecRoberts, Nicholsun, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Stur-
gu:g, Toppan, Walker, Williams, and Woodl ury
Thus the resolution was adopted.
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, moved the following

order :

Ordered, That the official bonds taken from Blair
& Rives os printers of the Sonate for the 27th Con.
gress be delivered to them by the Secretary of the Se-
nate,

On this Mr. BENTON called the yeas and nays ;
which were orderad, and the motion carried, gby a
recisely rimilar vote to that on the above q n.)
CEL) Nays I8,

The PRESIDENT then, pursuant tothe notice gi-
venin the momiﬁ, begged lenve to withdiaw fiam .L.
Chair; and accordingly retired.

On motion of Mr. CLAY,of Ky., the Senate then
proceeded to ballot for & President pro tem.

On the canvass of the votes, it appeared that forty-
three votes had been cast; twenty-two of which were

necessary for an election.
Mr, KING received - - 15 voles.
Mr. SOUTHRARD - . 2
M:, PRESTON . - i, 18
Mr, CALHOUN - . - il
Mr. SOUTHARD having received twenty-six
votes was declared elocted “took the chair.
He then addressed the Senate nearly as follows
Senarors: A custom prevalent from the day of the
t of this Government requires my ac-
knowledgments of your kmdnmnm l;nl a
rﬂin‘ stronger than the custom d this at my

Five yours successively | have been a member of
this y; and associated in the obligations of this
office, in the conflicts of opinion, in the strifes of de-
bate, my conduct must be intimately known to all.
Under such circu I must be far less sensitive
than flﬂ feel i?{'dr l:? be, arth;h ul.imnrte o?, mkh‘;d‘r
may for could receive 1 ) y
"q:."d thhwl sensibility and g-rawt:?ul ngm‘:o.

ou haveimposed on me duties for which you may
find that I am incompetent. Forms I have not studied —
rules of order I have examined only to enable mysell
to keep within their limits, OF experience and prac-
tice in the situation I am elected to | have none. But
perhaps my l.biii‘lr to learn something on this sabject
way rml a partial apology, at least, in the order and
decorum of the ings of this body. The skill
and intelligence which has heretofore been called to
presidd over its deliberations, and tha feelings of re-
rl.forﬂudi‘nky of which, each member has hia

Il share, have left to individuals very little desire o
permit themselves to contravene the rules. I seek
then, in the kindness and candor of the body, some
apology for the points where you may find me incom-

L.

In entering on the duties of the chair which I am to
hold but foi a very short period, I can make no promi-
e no pledges as to the mannerin 1
Ay ghrdea ol
em, it ma to ce T Sita
close inv . ant :

b to cover a departure i the

last, lrlmw in knowledge of the yules,
in the ordinary duchu]: of the dutics, [ know thal
| ava a refuge in the noble kindness and liberality b
generous men ; if 1 fail in the latter, you are not i
extend that cl:uity which ‘suffers long and cov
ing of the importan!

much.”
tbgi:mi 1t would be worle

T will not detain you
of the deliberations of
than superfluous. There is no aet, however unig-
portant snd uninfluential it may appear at the no
ment, whichmi: |nnuc‘l¢dmdin this body, that does 1
operate on great permaneni interests ofl a
uri:hlg nation, and which will not be made of
moment in its influence on the basis and pm;;z;
of those free institutions which secure liberty to min.
Let us, then, each look to it in his proper positign,
that with regard to him his hands be pure, and §is
conscience clean, where the great interests of dar
common country are concerned.
On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate then went
into an Executive session.

Diew,
| In ths city, on Friday last, Mr, Evimsa Doxmam, of
South Lee, Mass., aged about 70,

Drawn Numbers of the Union Lottery, No. 1, draw
6th March, 1841,

D. 8. GREGORY & CO. Managers.

31 T4 68 5 % 67 37 41 B 1662644275

Whole ticket No. 5 63 74 entitlad to the prize of
E8,000, and whole tickee No. 37 41 67 entitled to u
| prize of $4,000, in the a! Lottery was sold at the
office of the Man ushington City ; the latter
in a certificate of a age.

BRILLIANT SCHEME.
$60,000  $30,000  $15,000
And Sixteen Drawn "ﬁ.’.’:‘.:."“" more prizes than

UNION LOTTERY,

To be positi .? ':" o shﬁu.dm,lm' D.C., on 8a
be itiv rawn at x . C., on Ba-
o turday, April 1Th, 1841,

By authority of law, for Internal Improvement in A-

Sond 1o them. xandria. D, C. 'State T , Delaware Col-
It was nothing but & naked trial to their and & e s State of Dela-
power after the expiration of their power, and force :'m" Useful Manufactures in the State of Bouth
on the present Adminimration unwelcome printets, | G jing ~ Green and Pulaski Monument in the

hich, t notified at the 1 shou'd wt-
lu:m';:"w Ei'-m at the very nm“ﬁ':"ou:fﬁ’. wb:

force enough 1o diemiss them, The time
come, and he that they would avail 1hew-
solves of it and get rid of these men

Mr. WALKER briefly opposed the resolatien.

Wepxeapay, March 10, 1841,

Mr. WRIGHT, at some length, opposed the reso-
debate was continved ? Messrs. BE
AYJ\I.D&: expla-
Senate
went into an Executive
The PRESIDENT, Hon. Jony Tyisa gave no-

lation,
WALKER, WOODBURY,

Tuaunevay, March 11, 1841.
tice to the Sennte that be would to-dsy vacate his

on a far-
waxr's barn, and commenced havoc on his grain with-

He was followed by Mr. MANGUM in its
nation) ; nmi, without taking the question,

The Senate convened at 12 o'clock.
chair, and give the Senale an opportunity to elect &
President pro tempore.

City of Bavannah, and Btate of Georgia. Public
L.::umum States of Louisiana sad Kea-
,-

D, 8. GREGORY & CO. Managers.

ion of them from office. And on the 4th Mareh, the| Mr. HUNTINGTON next took the floor ; and on GRAND PRIZES,
;u.:nro'_r our Lord 1841—the very day when these | motion by that gentleman the Senate adjourned. 1 prizeof  $60,000 | 4 prizesof $3,000
nters’ contraet commenced operation, his friend 1 de 0000 65 do 1,750
M. Manaum) who sat near him offered the resolu- Tuespay, March 9, 1841. 1 de 15000 | 10 do 1,500
according to the form of which theso men were | Theresolution relative to the dismissal of the 1 deo 10,000 | 10 do 1,250
1o he-das from office, if it was carried. ntors was discussed by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, 1 de 8,000 |50 do 1,000 |
He considered it one of the most extraordinary in- | KING, HENDERSON, and SMITH, of Connee- 1 o 7000 | 60  de 500
stances of the exerciseof high-handed power. hat | veut. 1 do 6000 | 50 do 400
was done]  An attempt by a defosted MJ to con-| The amendment offered by Mr. BENTON, afler 1 de 5,000 | 100 do 300
tinue their and appointments beyond the offi- | being slightly modified by Mr. KING was k 1 de 4,000 | 100 do 250
gial torm of existence of their power. An attempt to | Yeas 18, Nays 25, 1 de 2500 | 170 de 200
throw their cast-off clothes on us. And what sort of | The question then, recurring on the -Ixhnlu-“ 1 de 2311 [ 19 do 150
 soiled clothes were they 1 Such that if his servant | tion, was farther debated B' esrs, E LHOUN, ™ of
o O s et i h}%ﬁbﬁ!‘}%(m. KING, CLAY, of Ky, ) m.u-.u‘.‘i’n $50, §40, %6,
would have driven ex that ig-| of Ct, o RES $ then, on e
” WRIGEHT, the Senate adjourned, %, 05, 913, o%0.
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