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IMTKD STATES SENATE.
HATHA 8KSS/OX.

MomdaT, March 8, 1841
Mr MERRICK weed to uk« up lha resolution

islraillH In In m Saturday,. thai on Monday (to
dev ) at If > turl, the Sens'. proceed to the election of
-S, *nni~nf Am* 4lhl I KH»I kffU f

Mr BUCHANAN sh. uld vote against the reso

lot urn. At the death of Judge Height (the lata Satgeaat-aS-Arms,)the Senator Horn New York made a

ettotsg appral to tiita body in behalf of hie widow, and
arrangedten t* were at that time made, under which
ehe waa to reserve the entire salary of the term for
whrrk he wae rfectrd The Door-keeper at that tune

agreed to perform the duty of Sergeent-at-Arms..
*1 Ma coarse wae pursued trom motives of the purest
charity, thai the Government of the United Stale*
might not be competed to pay two aalariea, and at
the same Umr, the widow might receive that of which
aha stood greatly in need. Now, at the very close of
this Eircuiive aeaeion, when there was no earthly
need of a Sergeant at-Anns, why should be imposed
on the Treasury the payment of double aalariea 1.
When they had the power, they refrained from this
election j flue the purpoee of doing this charity, determiningthat they would not electa Sergeant-at-Arms.
They had a right to have electal one.there was no

such officer Now, when the election might as well
be postponed to the meeting of the 27lh Congrees, he
should not vote for it; and reapectfully called the yeas
and naya on the question.Mr. MERRICK should not discuss the question at
length.
The office was one of great importance. That

Congreaa had granted a sum of money to the widow
of the late Sergeant-at- Arute, waa very good in itself.
But it certainly formed no reason why they should be
deprived of such an officer. The office now was vacant,and it was proper that it should be filled, and on

this account he had moved to fill it.
Mr. ROBINSON read the rule of the Senate, providingthat on the sceond Monday of the first session

of each Congress, the Senate should elect their Sergesnt-sl-A rtne, &c.
Mr KIMQ said that, slier having given to their

preceding officer the salary of a whole year, when
there was not a particle ot business to be performed,they
were determined to go into the election of an officer,
they were about to give a salary for the discharge of
no dntv whatever. If this was the reform that had
been promised, really the new Administration party
bad much to boast of.
Hera an officer of the Senate, not wanted for one

solitary duty, was to be forced on them merely to give
hiin the salary.
He spoke plainly. No gentleman could deny it.

No gentleman could get up in his place and say that
this officer was wanted.and if not, why elect hiin 1
They had got along in the business and confusion,
and transacted all the business^! uring the past sessionwith their present officer. »

If this was to be a specimen of what might be expectedfrom this Administration, many estimable citizenswho gave them their suppoit under the impressionthat economy was to be the order of the day,
would turn with regret from what they hod done.
Senators must remember that they were responsible

to the |>eople, and to the people he would leave them.
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said it really appeared to

him that gentlemen on the other side, were disposed
to make a great deal out of small affairs. On what
authority (he asked) did the Alabama Senator venturethe assertion, that this resolution, if passed,
amounted to nothing but to provide an office for the
purpose of tilling it 1

Mr. KING said, the fact
Mr. CLAY. There was none. There was an

existing office with certain duties attached to it. It
was vacant. If the office was unnecessary, bring forwarda proposition to abolish it.dispense with it altogether.And if that was done, they would not undertaketo fill the office, whilst such a proposition was

under consideration. Here was an existing office
wiLh all its duties attached to it. There might be,
and in all probability would be, an extra session of
Congress. He spoke on common rumor.on informationattributed to the President of the United States
himself, on a recent visit at Richmond, when he declaredhis intention to call an extra session. Supposean extra session took place.was it not of some

consequence then that this office should be filled 1.
And if by a new person, was it not of consequence
that he have an opportunity to become acquainted with
its duties 1

If there was an extra session, he believed no one
would deny that there should be a Sergcant-at-Aims
appointed. If there was an extra session two months
hence, the salary being $1500 per year, the salary to
that time would amount to $250.

It was not with little matters of this sort, that they
had held out to the country these promises ofretrenchment,but on the great and imi>ortant sources of expenditures,those monstrous leaks on the Treasury,
jghich had redueed it to a state of bankruptcy: this
was the kind of reform which the new administration
would benefit the country by making.
But gentlemen talked about having used the salary

by a grant. That was to say, that gentlemen, those
in the majority, had made a charitable grant to the
widow ot Judge Haighl, and because they had exercisedtheir charity in this way, the public was not to
be furnished with an officer whose duties were necessary.Was this the sort of reasoning by which tbey
were to be detained from the performance of a necessarydutyl
He did not complain of this charity; but he denied

that on this account they should not fill all offices,the duties of which might be necessary, and in all
human probability would be necessary in the course
of some forty, fifty or sixty days from this time.
As to the rule. It was a standing rule requiringbiennial elections of certain officers. And what was

the purpose of the rulel To bring these officers in
review periodically before the Senate, that the Senate
might decide on the expediency of their re-election.
Did any human being suppose, if a vacancy occurred
by death in the office of both Sergennt-at-Arms and
Door-keeper, the day after their election, that the Senatewere to wait till the expiration of two years, beforethese offices were filled 1 No. Here was an
office to be filled, the duties of which, in all human
probability, would become indispensably necessary in
a short time, and it was proposed to fill this office. He
hoped that gentlemen would perceive, that it was nol
a case in which any thing could be gained by a protractedargument.

Mr. MERRICK modified the resolution, makingthe time Monday, the 8th March, at 1 o'clock.
Mr. KING farther opposed the resolution.

SMITH I. .UnlJ r... .1 1..
V. *u> , OMUUIU *UtC ifl tut: *CBUIU"

tion. He adverted to what had taken place in the
case. Notwithstanding they did not fill this office.
notwithstanding the Door K- eper agreed he would
perform the duties of the station, and, notwithstandingthe amount given to the widow of the late Sergeant; from that quarter, came a resolution giving tc
the present door-keeper #1;000 extra for about six
weeks service, in discharging the duties of that office
It passed this body, giving $500, thus giving a double
salary to one officer.
He advocated the resolution, therefore, on the groundof economy.
The discussion was farther continued by Messrs

KING, SEVIER, BENTON, and MERRICK.
Mr. BENTON moved that the resolution be postponedtill the second Monday of next session of Congress,and on this called the yeas and nays, which

were ordered and resulted thus:
YEAS.Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun,Clay, of Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn,M< Roberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn.,Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright,Woodbury,and Young..20.NAYS.Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Bates,Bayard, Clay, of Ky., Choate, Clayton, Dixon, Evans,Graham, Henderson Huntington, Kerr, Morehead,Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, Rives,8immons, Smith, of Ind., Southard, Tallmadge, White,and Woodbridge. .26.
Thus the motion failed.
IThe question then tecurring on the resolution, aftera few remarks from Mr. WRIGHT in oppositionto it, the question was taken, and tho resolution adopted,by yeas and nays, as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Bates,Bayaid, Clay, of Ky., Clayton, Choate, Dixon, Evans

Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons
Smith, of Ind., Southard, Tallmadge, Woodbridgeand White.2t>. 1

NAYS.Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun,Clay, of Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn,MrRoberta, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn..
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker^Wright, Woodbury, and

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Sergeantat-armaI The Preeident on a canvasa of the rotea, declaredI that forty-eix rotea had been caat, and twenty-fourI were neceaaary for an election.IMr. Edward Dybr, of Waahington, having receired fwenty-aix votea, waa declared elect *1,IMr Dtkr then took the oath ofoffice, adminiatercdH by the F'reaidentIMr. MANGUM moved that the Senate take upthe resolution now before them, vtr.IRuolrtd, That Blair A Rivea be diamiaaed aa printare of the Senate tor the 97th Congreee.

H
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Mr. MANGUM Mid this had been so Ailly discussedsome two weeks since that he deeuied it wnolly unnecessaryto add a aingle word to what was then
aid.
He should not, on his part, and he perceived no necessityfor remarks; he hoped, therefore, the question

would immediately be taken on the resolution.
Mr. BENTON called for the reading of the bond.
Mr. BUCHANAN had no doubt but execution

was to l>« done, and that speedily, on Blair tit Rives.
But, before thut, he had a few words to say.not in
arresting judgment, because he knew that would be
vain, but tor the purpose of stating his idea of the characterof this case. He apprehended that a principle
would be established by this proceeding long to be rememberedin this country, and deprecated.

In the Inaugural Address which was delivered the
other day he found thia sentiment:

"It was the remark of a Roman Consul, in an early
period of that celebrated Republic, that a most striking
contrast was observable in the conduct of candidates
for offices of power and trust, before and after obtain
ing them.they seldom carrying out, in the latter case,
the pledges and promises made in the former. Howevermuch the world may have improved, in many
respects, in the lapse ofupwards oftwo thousand years
since the remark was made by the virtuous and indignantRoman, I fear that a strict examination of the
annals of some of the modern elective governments,would develops similar instances of violated confidence"
What is the aspect before usl Let us venture our

opinion on it. Docs it not illustrate the position in
me muil striking manner, cited t»y mat distinguisneu
man, now Pieaiuent of the U. Statoa. Thin was not
a case of removing an officer of the Senate, or quasi
office!.no such thing. But, the case of the Senate
undertaking to violate as solemn a contract as could ever
be entered into by human language. The case of the
Senate, now making an attempt, in which they would
succeed.after a contract had been made, and atter
these men.American citizens, have acquired euch
rights under this contract.done before the woild, ho
would not be afraid to leave the question to any JudicialTribunal,.the question of the Senate coming in
by might and power, and trumpling this contract under
foot, and we would suppose from the style in which it
is done, that we had a distinguished; Military Chieftainat the head of our Government, its language was

very precise, striking, and much to the point:
Resolved, That Blair & Riven be dismissed as printersto the Senate for the 27th Congress.
Short,pointed, directly to the purpose. It was in the

style of Richard the Third." off with hit head, to
much for Buckingham." And, if reasons were as
thick ai black-bcri ies, lie supposed their friends would
not give thorn one; and why ! He believed there was
not one. Had not Blair & Rives faithfully performedtheir duties a» printers to the Senate! And why were
they to be dismissed in this military style 1
W as it not because they were editors of apolitical

newspaper, which has contained editorial articles in
opposition to the present Administration paity 1

" Off with the head." What sin|had ever poor Mr.
Rives committed.a partricr of the firm.a mechanic;who had entered into this contiact, that he is to be
executed, and the sin of Mr. Blair must be visited on
his head, and the whole Globe be prostrated on account
of the ains of one of its printers.

This was not a matter, as he humbly conceived, to
jest about, but a question, and he said so with the utmostsolemnity and sincciity,.of greater importancethan had been before the Senate of the United States,since he had been a member of the body.Let us give the facts. In 1819, a joint resolution
passed Congress, approved by the President of the
United Slates, declaring that each House of Congress,previous to the adjournment of the old Congress,should elect and provide a proper person to execute
the printing for the next session of Congress. The
resolution hxed the manner in which the printing was
to be performed. It stated the prices which the contractorswere to receive; and the obvious policy of the
resolution was clear.it was utterly impossible that

. any man could be prepared (without any notice) for
the performance of it. Was there any thing in this
resolution which called this mechanic an officer of the
Senate, or in the nature of his employment! The
resolution itself spoke of a contract, and that of the
most solemn character. First, he w as to give bond
and security that he will execute the work with neatness,fidelity, and despatch. And what power is grantedto your Clerk under the terms of this resolution, if
your printer to comply with it 1 The Secretaryhas a right to employ another, and if he pays an increasedprice, the inference is to lie deducted from
the other's wages.
There stands the case. A solemn contract entered

into by an existing law, confirmed in 1829 ; and heie
was a requisite election under the law- bonds and
secuiity were given.a contract, perfect and completefor two years under the resolution; and Blair and
Rives had now as^jood a light,. on tendering per-
iuruimice 10 (lenianu payment, as a person Dad in anybargain. Ten times in succession had the Senate
acted under the joint resolution of 1819.ten times
elected printer.ten times submitted to this election,and the eleventh occasion, which was the present,they were to contiovert what had before been done bythe Senate: and what is the reason 1 Oot predecessorshave all been wrong. The Congress which
passed the resolution knew nothing about the provisionsof the Constitution. Alt Congresses which have
acted on this rule have been perfect doats.
But they were told that it was so plainly a violation

of the Constitution of the United States, that he who
runs may read. And now, on this side of the House,they were seized with constitutional scruples, and theythink they have l»een violating their oaths in thus
electing printers heretofore. Without proposing to
cast reflections on any one, it appeared that they were
practising on the old rule. That " they should take
who have the power, and they should keep who can."
That was the rule.
Now, if a printer is an officer of the body, what

makes him sol What argument had been used to
prove him an officer of the body 1 He had heaid but
one. The argument oI the Senator from Delaware:
and which was proposed by some other gentle(men, and it appeared that to prove this, ho had to gohack to a period of the world, before the art of printiing. 1 If the art of printing had not been discovered,
you would have had to employ a great number of
amanuenses.' Would every copyist be an officer of
the Senate"! No. It would then be still more necessarythan now to provide, hy the preceding Congress,

r for the performcnce ofthe work, which then w. uldhave
been much more laborious and expensive. And then,what do the gentlemen assert 1 That there is no powerin this Government, by act of Congress, to provide a

B-inter before the new Congress comes into existence,
ut is there any foundation for this argument 1 Is

not the bare style and statement of the prepositionsufficient to convince any candid and honest Senator
of the United States 1 They had entered into a contractto keep the clock of the Senate going; and did
the clock-maker become an officer of tne body"? No.
The printing of the Senate was mechanical work, to
be pcrformod by men having skill in that art; and theymight as well call any man who performed any dutywhatever for the Senate, an officer, as to call the printer.
The joint resolution was conceived in wisdom.What was the case before"? Congress met.printing

was Miliuminu:iy required, unu me Uierk authorized
to employ the printer; but he wan not prepared.delaystook place; and in order to obviate this difficulty,the resolutinnwas passed.In his humble estimation, the principle which would
be established by these proceedings involved tremendousconsequences. Once establish the precedentthat the Senate have a right to violate a solemn contract,deliberately enteied into, arid what becomes of
this country 1 Does it not go immediately to the position, which had been attributed to his party, but which
he had ever denied.that any legislative body have a
right to annul contracts entered into.
The principle on which this resolution proceededwould, in his humble judgment, justify Qov. McNutt

in the ou rageous attempt which he is making to annulbonds of the State of Mississippi. It was the
principle which lay at the root of it. Blair 6c Rives,by virtue of solemn contract, had a right to performfor two years this piinting; and we come fotward andnullify this vested right, and on the foundation thatthe election of Blair & Rives and the resolution violatesthe Constitution.

Again, they were told probably there might be aBank of the United States chartered, or at least hebelieved an attempt would be inade at tile extra see,sion. Would not our movements f he asked) be consideredrevolutionary if we refused to v,.te on thisquestion, as the other party did on the question ofprinter, and then proclaim that the moment the democracyshould be aguin triumphant we would repealits charter, because we believed it to he unconstitutional!Did it not involve this principle.that becausethey believed a Bank of the United 8tiu< »« t«e «

violation of (ho Constitution, were they not perfectlyjustified, if any precedent could justify them in actingin auch a manner, in pursuing the aatne course, anddeclaring the art unconotitutional, and giving noticeto the woild that they would repeal it the very momentthey had the power! And if they were to por uethia course, no Bank ofthe United btate* could beestablished. No capitalist, foreign or domestic, wouldadvance his money, knowing that the charter wouldbe taken away the very moment ofa political changein power.
suppose it he admitted that Blair and Rives are officersot the 8enate. Would that admission help them

in their argument in the slightest ifafM 1 N«w *4

they are officer* of the Senate. taaao the Sea ale en- b
lei into coot fact with iU own uBmi, which dealt he
binding on it 1 Suppose the law.the joint iimhli » »l
of 181'J, had declared, in specific terms that the pctet
era should be officer* of the Senate The reset-tee*
declarer that they shall have the printing ef the Mr
nate through the whole Congre**, and htndethem »« '

give bond and security to execute line eeretoe.«w*U
the Senate, by dismissing thee* officer*, reite«< ihaeaselve*from the obligations of tho contract t lie re

plied, "no," and pledged every thing deer to htm that
if the plain, simple question, were submitted, wHhout
argument, to the tiibunal below them, that it would m
be decided) ao thai gcntieinen did not gain their pwnt
by proving if they could that they were officot* "* the
Senate. There was no n«w Senate. Thu was the
aaine body, conatiiutionaliy, and in wiat of law, which
had existed from the first day the Senate met in 17-*"4
until the present moment.
For a great many year* there was no eiertion ef

officers at all. There was always a President, and
tbe Secretary held his office; they could riot git fid I
of him except for misdemeanor. This body wee aer
manent. Every writer, without exception, whs bad.
treated on this subject, had described the Senate as a

permanent body. There were alwaya two Uwrds of
its member* in existence, and generally far more than
two-thirds, it was the sheet-anchor of the Conati
tution, on account of it* permanency. The Sonata
was, and must be, a permaneut body and here they
had the spectacle presented to them of lb* Senate, in
all forms of law, two week* ago, entering into dec
lion, and now, at this day, alter the tflcer, as they
called him, had been elected, of I he Senate annulling
the contract and dismissing the officer. If this could
be done.if this body, of high and commanding influencein this country, could thus set aside its contracts
.when there was too much disposition throughout
the country to disregard the faith of solemn contract*
.could step forward and sanction the principle that
no Contract can be binding on them.Heaven only
knew what would be the result throughout the coun

try. In point of propriety, there was no difference (
between the violation ol tins ana any other contract. l<
Now it was said they were not bound by a contract,

and now, at the eleventh time, they were not about to t
execute that which was the law of the land. The
Senator from Mo., some time since had endeavored to

get this resolution repealed. It was resisted with '

power by the Senator Irotn South Carolina, Mr. Pres- j
ton. tie was against its repeal. This was the only
mode of getting rid of it. but no repeal of it could Jj
affect the rights of Blair & Rives. The (towers of ((
the Government.of this Senate.no huctan power ^
in this land could violate any contract without the (
consent of the parties injured by such a violation ; and ^
just as certain us they had a futurity before thi m, the

#
day would come, if Blair & Rives were deprived of
this contract, when it would be made good to them in
damages.the day would come, and that ve-y speedily, f
if it was in the power of Bluir & R.vcs, to rring a suit t

against the Senate of the United States. e

He had ever held, and trusted he ever ihould, that c

contracts were sacred, and however muah ho might s

desire, in any instance, to change the prilling of the 1
Senate, he trusted that his party feelings would never t

carry him so far as to trample on the righ's of any in- r
dividual. He was opposed to doing this execution on t
Bl >ir & Rives. e

Mr. BAYARD said in the course of this debate, <

objections to this proceeding had been placed on three i

grounds: i

1st. That there was no power in this lody, as now

assembled, to go into such an election ; or being as- i

sembled, that thev were here assembled in a particu- <

lur capacity.in the particular exercise ofmother func- t
tion. t

The next ground was that the printer is not an ^

officer in this body. i
And 3d!y. If lie be an officer, a contract has bepn

made with him which they had not the power tore- I
scind. t

These were the principal grounds. The Sena- i

tor from Pa., made an addition, in relat.on to the cha- l
racier of this body, whicti, it seemed to him to go the <

whole length of this subject. That this was a perma- i

nent body.the same Senate, which csme into politi- 1

cal existence on the 4th March, 1789.which has
continued from that day to this, and would continue to i

all time as long as this Government shad endure, if the I

respective States perform their duty. The Senate be- i
ing perpetual, has perpetual rights. What are they 1 <

They must be absolute or relative, and whether abso- t

lute, relative, or inherent, belong to the body at all t
times. There was no such classification of Lcgisla- \

live and Executive functions, as had been drawn. It f
was a body possessed of these rights; which might be «

vlormant, bur they always existed.always inhere in (
the body, and are to be exercised as the circumstances
of the case may present. i
A part of the absolute rights ofthis body, was. 1
1st. To judge qf the election, returns, and qualifi- t

cations oj its members, i ncic wan no question out
tho body could do this, whenever assembled.

Another absolute right, was, to decide by a majority,
on amy question.

Another, to make its own rules and regulations.
Another,to elect its own officers.expressly given it

by the Constitution.
All these have no relation, whatever, to any other

department of Government; but are inherent, and absolute,which may be exercised whenever the Senate
is convened. They could not assemble in the city of
Philadelphia ; or at any time they thought proper.
But, whenever assembled, these were inherent, absoluterights which might be exercised beyond all controversy.beyondall dispute.
What other rights were there 1 There was the

relative right, when a session of Congress takes place,
of acting in a Legislative capacity. This session of
Congress must occur once in the course of a year. If
no other day be appointed by law, the Constitution
says, the first Monday in December.but might it not
occur in some other way 1 it might. And when
they were assembled, then the casus occurred when
they might exercise their legislative rights. When
they were assembled in Congress did that prevent the
exercise of their absolute, inherent rights 1 Might
they not elect their officers 1 And turn out their member'*who misbehave themselves 1
There were other relative rights. The Senate was

commonly called a part of the treaty-making power
and of the appointing power. These powers they held
in connection with the President.

Another relative right inherent in the body, exercisedwhen the proper cull presents itself, whether they
happened to be assembled in a session of Congress, or
when the other House was not in session, and when
of course there is no session of Congress, was the
{>ower of electing its officers.

It must then he apparent to every one that there
can be no doubt that this Senate possesses the absolute,inherent right to elect its own officers when it
happens to be assembled, without reference to any other
case, when it may be called on to exeicise its relative
rights.

'Phai lifinir trim lot na arm wlmtfmr av not tKa no!r%_

ter be an officer of the Senate.
The Senator from Ala. says that he ia not an qfficer,

but a quasi officer. He (Mr. B.) did not exactly understandthis. He had heard of such a thing as

quasi corporation.a body possessing some of the attributesof a corporation, hut wanting others. But lie
had never heard before of quasi officers. They must
be officers who have the name without employment..
Now, what is an officer! Webster, in his Dictionary
.the best peihnps in the English language.has thus
defined the word officer: " An qfficer is one who exercisesan office of some kind." " Officea particular
duly, charge or trust conveyed by public authority,
and for a public purpose; employment taken by commissionfrom Government, and those who administer
it." It might also be a duty or employment of a privatenature.

Did any one undertake to say that the printer had
no employment 1 If he had none, he agreed with the
Senator from Alabama, that he was a quasi officer..
But if he had, he was one. He was trusted with the
printing of all their documents.their confidential
ones too. He thought the Senator from Pennsylvania
would find some difficulty in saying that he was not
an officer. His employment was very important; all
the Journals and private proceedings were trusted to
him. Yet the Senator fiom Pennsylvania said he was
no officer. »\ hat does he do by means of types'?What your Secretary does with his pen. He transcribesyour documents and your Journal, and furnishesyou with a requisite number of copies. Was
not this public employment 1 How was he paid 1 Out
of the contingent f unds. And how appointed 1 Electedby t' e Senate; and yet the Senator from Pennsylvaniasaya ho is no officer; and the Senator from
Alabama says a quasi officer.
That brought him to the last proposition, which is,

it is a contract. If it was s contract, he ahould be
the last n an in the Senate to violate it. What sort of
a contract was it! A contract which carried in grsmiothe principle of ita own dissolution.a contract
made with an officer who holds his office at will ofthe
Senate. He should like to know whether tho employmentof any officer was not a contract! It belongedto this class of contracts."after yeu have performedthe work, I will pay you." There was the
contract; and in accepting an office, which is ilaelt
an office at will, the person accepted it with this conaderation.that he could lie removed at anv moment.
It was a parliamentary office: and all such were at
teill. No principle was better understood than that
all parban.cn tary officers are at will. All were at
will. The S pesker of the House of Representatives
was at will- -they might remove him Did not our

Collectors, District Attorneys, apd Marshals, hold
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Uttoivmi, That Blair A Rnaa hating Maaa duly
lai'lcd (miliar* la lha Banal#, during ih* lala aaaaiaa
'I' Congraaa, under lha joint rroelutien af lha iaa

iooaaa, providing for lha .'(ration at prtairra in Can
;rcm, and lha Bt nala having aclad nnh nyan dunta
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lave acquired from that election, mm! iht rinstead reultingirooi it.
Mr. BUCHANAN would say a frw word* in re

>ly to the Senator from Delaware The Senator satd
hat the printers were officers. He should nut now
inter into that argument; be tbongkt he bad shown
onclusively, that the punier was not an officer He
aid he was just like the Collector of Customs in New
fork, or the Secretaiy of the Senate here He asked
he Senator from Delaware one simple question Has
lot the Senate, if they please, a right to make a eooractwith a mechanic, be he qfleer or not qjletr, to
sndure for two years I And it they have a right to
inter in to contract of this kind, have the* any right to
inllify it, by declaring that the officer shall continue
io longer in office 1
Mr. BAYAKD said Unquestionably, the Senate

night enter into a contract; hut all the terms of the
:ontract must be considered. Part of the terms of
his contract was, that it was defeasible in its own na;ure.But if the office be held at will, the ingredient
was incorporated into the contract itself, and therefore
t was defeasible at any time.
Mr. BUCHANAN continued. Tbie was just as

he understood from the Senator. This Senate had
i right to enter into a contract to do the necessary
work for the Senate for two yeare. And although
hey did it solemnly, and piomiscd that they would
;mploy a man foi two yeara, they had a right to decidefrom the contract the next day, because Iks office
was defeasible.
Thut was the position; and if any Senator, howeveringenious he might be, could define such a conTact,he would give him praise for his skill in rmuonng.The terms of the joint resolution were as pre;iselyfixed as if each member of the Senate had enercdinto a contract with this printer : " You shall do

he work for two years; and if you do not do the
work according to contiact, we give to our Secretary
>ower to have the work done by some other person,
ind charge you the difference between the contract
irice, and the price paid for doing the work."
The English language could not make a more bindngcontract than that. The resolution was parsed in

.819, and il" it be the same case as with an officer of
he body attending to employments in this chamtier, or
is the Sergcant-at arms lor the purpose of keeping orlerin this Hall, he was quite at a loss to understand
u nature and character.a resolution directing the
nanncr in which the printing of Congress shall be
executed, and fixing the prices, the precise items, and
he pay. The concluding clause was, " Each House
ihall piocced to ballot fora printer to execute".thedu.iis ot an qfficer? No. The word "officer" was not
mentioned in this resolution ; but " to execute its
work;" and how long! "During the next Congress."
The printer, then, was employed to execute the duties
of ilie 27th Congress.not the 'duties of any office
whatever. And that was the very rcuBon of the adop.;r;. ,i.:.

could ever be elected printer for either House except
Gales & Seaton, or Blair & Rives. It was absolutely
necessary, in order to prevent a monopoly.to enable
the mechanic to have his materials here. And let the
printer now, bring him from New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, or Ricnmond,.let him set up an establishmentfor the purpose, and the first day of
the session after, dismiss him. Say, as the Senatorfrom Delaware does." you took this contract
under the implied condition that we could turn you
out whenever we pleased." No, sir; in order to promotea competition between all primers, this joint
resolution was passed ; and an absolute contract was
to be made for two years, wlvch the Senate has no

right to violate; it did not refer to an ollicc at all, but
placed the thing on its proper ground, and the party
having the greatest number of votes is elected, and
shall give bond for the prompt, accurate, and neat executionofthe work : and in case any unjustifiable delayshould be experienced, the Secretary is authorized
to employ another, and take the extra charge puid
from the salary of the printer. Would the printer
casually employed be an officer 1
Throwing aside ill the ingenuity of the arguments

used on the other side, was not this the very case. I
have entered into a contract with a man to build me a

house, provided that it be done in two years I take
bond and security in a proper manner for its performance.And if he does not do it properly I may employ
another, and charge him the difference, and I am to

fay him a certain stipulated price, when completed."
then turn about and say I reserved, in my own mind,

the jiowcr of annulling this contract arid, as above law,
1 annul this contract, and you shall not recover any
thing from me for it.
They had neither the moral nor the constitutional

right to violate this contract, and if done, Blair &
Rives, some day or other, before some tribunal, would
recover a full indemnity tor all losses sustained.
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said, when the appointmentof Blair and Rives took place, about ten or

twelve days ago, on his side of the House they consideredit one of the most extraordinary instances of
the exercise of high-handed power which they had
witnessed from the other side during the present sessionofCongress.

It was admitted then.avowed then to be an act qf
power.pure, uakeJ, unqualified power. On that occasionthey had given notice to gentlemen on the other
side of the House.to the world, and to tbe Printers,
that if they did go into an election, under the existingcircumstances, they should, at the earliest peiiod
possible, endeavor to correct the procedure by dismissionofthem from office. And on the 4ih March, the
yei r of our Lord 1841.the very day when these
printers' contract commenced operation, his friend
(Mr. Manoum) who sat near him offered the resolution,according to the form of which these men were

to be dismissed from office, if it was carried.
He considered it one of the moat extraordinary instancesof the exercise of higk-handed power. What

was done 1 An attempt by a defeated party to continuetheir power and appointments beyond the officialterm of existence of their power. An attempt to
throw their cast off clothes on us. And what sort of
soiled clothes were they f Such that if his servant
Charles had come into his presence with them, he
would have driven and expelled him for that indignity.
The case of Rives was mentioned, and their sympathieswere endeavored to be excited in behalf of poor

Mr. Rives. If Senators would pardon him, he would
describe his case by telling an anecdote: A notorious
felon by the name of Tom Moore, who at last got
caught in jail in England, alter having for a long
time carried on a system of villainy, had instructed a

jackdaw to pronounce a few broken sentences.
Tom amused himself by playing cards, and continuedhis schemes while in prison. The jackdaw was

looking at him, and strictly observed him when he
was cheating those with whom he played. Thejackdawwould cry out, "damn it, how he nicks them."

Well, Tom was executed. The jackdaw, by some

means, however, escaped. He got into company with
his own description of birds. They light on a farmer'sbarn, and commenced havoc on his grain with-

;

£
/

km The fhrmercloead the door upon them. As soon
as be had done it, Tom Moore's jackdaw flew up on 0
beam,. white the fret of llieui had their neck* turn

off, Tom Moore's jackdaw cried out, "damn it, how he
Mrka them." t|
The fiirmar at last noticed him, and says, " pray,

air, how com you betel" "Bad company brought
om here."
Now, ao with poor Mr. Rises. It wis bad company

thai would occasion him to be dismissed along with a<
Mr. Blair. h
A In tie of the circumstances of this case, A resolutionwas passed iu IHiy by which the two Houses h

agreed each to appoint iu own printer.to do what
the t'onaututioa authorised I hem to "do. This con- w
i'«urd in full force till 185U. A majority was then
required to consummate the election. This continued Q|in torer, or at least rontinued to be respected.unneresistsin Ms origin, prrhaps unconstitutional) for the ()(
set ef eheting printer waa not an act of the two ,

House*, hot el each House. A* fur back as 1834 or
aili the llouas had disregarded this resolution. Tltey Mhe«e thrown the election of a printer, at the opposite

ml of the session, at the commencement; auJ the ^ll«ue* had sdjourued now without electing printer.
This wee nek the whole. The House had not onlv

not teswidered itself bound by the resolution, which
ihrv were u4d was the he of the ?aac, but the House
bad gone oa to my the terms of the printing. And, ^by s resolution adopted at last session, the terms of the j*
* 11 uf I#-" Were ritUrrly sarhd and considerably re- ir
dood The House, therefore, was not bound by the *

reaufwUon, eMher as to the lime or the terms; and if
the* were not Wuad, on what principle could it be h
eatd that the Senate was to be bound to s contract ^
bnwrrs ho.h. a rvetpracal obligation 1 And if either g

Cy.if the House w am hound, neither ass the
at* bound. Neither were bound, because the

r.aorisilus OB*a L, iha San.Is irrMitfd*litr« nf (h#
mhrv branch o" Congress, the power to choose iU own

The Hum. Senator from Pennsylvania bad regarded
ili,a a* a contract a binding, obligatory contract, to *

tbe laruix n of which your honor, good failh, fair _

» ding were all pfodgod How did bo make it out 1 .
I bo argu uomi of the Senator from Delaware, be
(Mr f ) ilion^hi, moat onrluaivi'ly satisfy every one
iliai there was no c..«ii«« t in the raae. Wliat wm
lU fid 1 Tbie Editr had stalked about Ihia Hall; ^
taking the liberty of Ihia Hall, on Iho si press ground
that bo oh on ^b«r, for be eoukl n* have got v

slmmsmn on any other ground; but, being regarded £
aa an officer by the V tcm President who had recently
vacated bia aoat, he bad walked about with >J| the
ftrodona and consequence of any other person entitled
t» the floor t|
A* to railing tbio a contract, the Senator* on the .

oilier hi hi, bud aaid that tho rooolution expressed the
trrma, the fcea, and the compensation, Ac. to be receivedby the public printer. Waa not tbia the caae
WMh every office* I
Mr BUCHANAN aaid the lint* waa not exprroaed.
Mr CLAY continued. Let me put a question to ,

Ibo II «n. Senator. 8u|ipoae tho party, when they
had the Booer, had chooen to elect a printer for ten
year*. The* bad the power to do it, ao as to
disable the Senate afterward# trom diaconnecting it- c

ar il from a putntied ma-», which ahould bo attempted I
to bo loobml to their t»odira and borne by them the (
vi hole lime. Or, suppose inatead of thia, they had 1
made a contract for lite. In all the case# he had cited,
of an Attorney, Marshal, or any other officer, the t
duur* were alatcd particularly as in the resolution of <

1*19.the fees wereprovuled, Ac. Ac. But all these I
flons held their office subject to the will of the ap-

I smiling power. What does this contract amount t
to 1 A contract to ftilfll the duties while they remain I
in the employment of the Senate. i

'l'hat they were officers, he thought had been provedby the resolution of 1HI9. There was an election, i
Who succeeds 1 The one having a majority.voted
by ballot. How derUrod 1 In the usual mode. The I
whole ceremony was precisely like that when they I

proceeded this morning to the election of a Sergeant-
at-Arms. If the election, by ballot, of a person for the il
|ierlorinance of a high official duty, did not cieate
office, and if the person discharging these duties was

not an offi-er, he should like to have the Senator from
Pennsylvania, or any of hit friends, favor them with
the definition of an officer. The case was the common ll
case of any officer. |
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Inauguial Speech, delivered the other day, end which
he desired the gentlemen would etudy and profit by, in
all it* parts.
They were reproached with violating someofthc prin-

ciploB of the party now coming into power, which they i

professed when out of power. How ? (he asked.) Did
gentlemen on the other aide imagine that they were

going to consummate the tiiuinph of proscription.. <

They protested against proscription when the late Ad-
ministration were carrying it on with such a high i

hand through this nation; when they were sweeping <

out every body, without regard to merit, services or

capability, and introducing persons often of inferior
merit. Wss it possible that iicrsons on the other side
could lay the Haltering unction to their souls, that all
these persons were to be continued in office, because,
when the process of prosciiplion was going on, they
protested against it 1 Why, air, continued Mr. C., if
they were to be continued in office, it would be the
triumph qf proscription. He knew not the rules that
would be adopted in Harrison's administration, but
trusted that none but those who were incapable, dis-
honest, faithless to tho Constitution, or had improper-
ly intermeddled with the elections of the country,
would bo removed from office.
That was his principle. But from the symptoms

manifested at this day, honorable gentlemen seemed
disposed to put themselves in opposition to this act of
the Senate. Did gentlemen think that they could, by
this course, interest the sympathies of this country
with such a being as Francis P. Blair? Let thetn attachthemaelvesto him and go out uttering their argument*witli him.proclaiming the injustice which had
been done this poor person.hut all he pressed was
not to attach the Harrison party to hiin. If there
was no other ground of proscription, he would proceedon the infamy of character of the print and
printer. That w as the ground he would go on. He
wished to be allowed to say that, the other day when
1... I...,. P«..;.Lnl »r llw. IT nitn.1 Bl.l... ...I O..

sent, were exchanging official courtesies with each
other.a spectacle with which every manly man niu*t
have becn'nighly g unified.that very day was selected
by this Globe, (aa a foreign minister remarked to him,
for he scarcely ever aaw the dirty sheet).that very
day waa selected by this man, whom the gentlemen
would force on thrin against their will, for a tirade of
abuse and scut rility against the actual President in
power. If they regarded the character of the countryat ho ne or abroad they ought to lie dismissed..
And there w is scarcely any circumstance at home or
abroad that had done their party more injury than the
services of such a proas as the official organ. On the
ground of the character of the man and his paper,
they ought to consummate the purity of their national
character, hy ridding themselves of him. The notoriouslybad charsclet, both of the |iaper and printer,
would justify the action of the Senate in d-smissing
them, and no longer to give them the execution of the
official work, either of the Senate or Government.
the whole Government or any part of it. What injuryhad been done to l hem 1 They were printers of
the Senate to the 3d Match.they executed all tb«
duties up to that time. They were notified thst they
would be dismissed if thus elected. What injurs
could be done to them 1 As to their bond, he booed,
if necessary, an order would be made to return toeir
bond to them.

It was nothing but a naked trial to prolong their
power after the expiration of their power, and torco
on the piesent Administration unwelcome printers,
which, tbey were notified at the lime, they should attemptto dismiss at the very first moment, when they
possessed force enough to dismiss them. The time
nad come, and he hoped that they would avail themselvesof it and tret rid of these men.

Mr. W ALKEIl briefly opposed the resolntien.
Mr. HUNTINGTON next took the floor ; and 00

motion by that gentleman the Senate adjourned.
Tcuoat, March 9, 1841.

The resolution relative to the dismissal of the public
printers wns discussed by Messrs. HUNTINGTON,
KING, HENDERSON, and SMITH, of CVnnecticut.
The amendment offered by Mr. BENTON, after

being slightly modified by Mr. KING was rejected,
Yeas 18, Nays 25.
The question then, recurring on the original rrsolu

lion, was farther debated hy Messrs. fCALHOUN,
HENDERSON, KING, CLAY, of Ky., SMITH,
ofCt, and PRESTON; and then, on motion of Mr.
WRIGHT, the Senate adjourned.

Wednesday, March 10, 1841.
Mr. WRIGHT, at soma length, opposed the resolution.
He was followed by Mr. MANGUM in its support

The debate was continued hy Messrs. SEVIER.
WALKER, WOODBURY, BAYARD (in eipla
nation) ; and, without taking the queetion, the Senate
went into an Executive session.

Thursday, March II, 1841.
The Senate convened at 19 o'clock.
The PRESIDENT, Hon. John Trt.aa gave noticeto the Senate that he would to-day vacate Ms

chair, and give the Senate an opportunity to elect a
President pro tempore.

The question before the Senate being the adoption I
f the resolution for the dismissal of the public print- I
rs, I
Mr. BERRIEN addressed the Senate in support of |»e resolution. I
The resolution affirmed two thingsi 1
1st. That the Senate bad the power to do the act. I
2d. That there was a causa foi doing it. 1
Into the proof of these two propositions he entered, I

id dwell ut length, showing conclusively their »a- I
dity.1
Mr. BENTON succeeded in opposition to the reso- I

ition. !
1 he yeas and nays were then about being taken, L;hen I
Mr. CLAY, of Ky., said that many Senators were I

bsent, being necessarily cccupied in preparation foi 1
leir dc|Mirture for theii homes and that it should not I
b taken without some little notice to the absentees, as 1
ley had some business in Executive session to trans- I
ct, he would mil e that the Senate go into Executive I
SBMn, and at 3 o'clock the question be taken. I
Moil of the Senators now appearing in their scats I

Ir.C. waived the motion, and the yeas and nays were I
iken, as follows: I
YEAS.Messrs Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, I

terrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky., Clayton, Dixon, I
vans, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, I
lerrick, Miller, Morohead, Porter, Preaton, Rives, I
iminous,trSmilh, of Iml., Southaiu, Tallmadge, I
Vhite, and Woodbridge.26. I
NAYS.Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- I

oun, Clay, of Ala., Cutbhert, Pulton, King, Linn, I
lc Roberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Stur- I
eon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, and WoodturyI
Thus the resolution was adopted. B
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, moved the following I
rder: I
Ordtred, That the official bonds taken from Blair fl

i Rives na printers of the Senate for (ho 27lh Con- fl
ress be delivered to them by the Secretary of the Se-
ate. I
On this Mr. BENTON called the yeas and nays ; I

diich were ordered, and the motion carried, ( by a I
rrcisely riinilar vote to that on the above question.) I
V.s 26, Nays (8. I
The PRESIDENT then, pursuant to the notice gi- I
en in the morning, begged leave to withdraw theI
lhair; and accordingly retired. I
On motion of Mr. CLAY,of Ky., the Senate then I

rocceded to ballot lor a President pro tern. I
On the canvass of the votes, it appeared that forty- I

hree votes had been cast; twenty-two of which were I
ecessary for an election. I
Mr. KINO received - « 15 Totes.I
Mr. SOUTHARD - - 26 "I
Mr. PRESTON - - 1 "I
Mr. CALHOUN 1 "I
Mr. SOUTHARD having received twenty-aix I

otes was declared elected, and took the chair. |
iic lueu auuiuBsuu mu oenute nearly as ionowa;

Senators : A custom prevalent from the day of the
wtablishment of this Government requires my acLnowledgmenlsof your kindness and respect. But a

eeling stronger than the custom demands this at my
lands.
Five years successively I have been a member of

his body; and associated in the obligations of this
iffice, in the conflicts of opinion, in the strifes of de>ate,my conduct must be intimately known to all.
Under such circumstances, I must be far less sensitive
.han I feel myself to be, of the estimate my associates
nay form, if 1 could receive this proof of your kindly
regard, without sensibility and grateful feelings.
You have imposed on me duties for which you may

find that I am incompetent. Forms I have not studied.
rules of order I have examined only to enable myself
to keep within their limits. Of experience and practicein the situation I ain elected to I have none. But
perhaps my ability to learn something on this subject
may find a partial apology, at least, in the order and
decorum of the proceedings of this body. The skill
nnd intelligence which has heretofore been called to ,

preside over its deliberations, and the feelings of respectfor the dignity of which, each member has his
full share, have left to individuals very little desire 10

permit themselves to contravene the rules. I seek
then, in the kindness and candor of the body, some

apology for the points where you may find mo incompetent.
In entering on the duties of the chair which I am to

hold but foi a very short period, I can make no promises,and give no pledges as to the manner in which I
may discharge its duties. It is not hard to understand
them, though it may be difficult to practice them. A 9
close investigation of all the rules of order and the
modes of proceeding, whether Legislative, Executive,
or Judicial.a* close attention to every thing which '

calls for the deliberation of judgment, and at limes
promptness of decision, and a firmness which must not >

permit itself to deviate from the uniformity of rule.
but above and beyond all these an unwavering and
unsleeping impartiality towards w*mherof the body.these all, are highly rcquisite.
A failure in the former inay be overlooked ; there is

no mantle large enough to cover a departure from tie
last. If I should fail in knowledge of the rules, aid
in the ordinary discharge of the duties, I know tha I
I ava a refuge in the noble kindness and liberality of
generous men ; if I fail in the latter, you are not to
extend that charity which ' suffers long and covfs
much.'

I will not detain you by speaking of the important
of the deliberations of this body. It would be worm
than superfluous. There is no act, however unimportantand uninfluenlial it may appear at the nt>ment,which is transacted in this body, that doe& rot
operate on the great and permanent interests of a

mighty nation, and which will not he made of sono
moment in its influence on the basis and prosperity
of those free insiitutions which secure liberty lo min.

Let us, then, each look lo it in his proper posiiitn,
that witli regard to him his hands be pure, and Vis I
conscience clean, where the great interests of oar
common country ate concerned.
On motion oI'Mr. PRESTON, the Senate then went

into an Executive session.

33(cfc,
In this city, on Friday last, Mr. Eusha Dunham, of

South Lee, Muss., aged about 70.

Drawn Numbers of the Union Lottery, No. 1, draw
6th March, 1811.

D. S. GREGORY & CO. Managers.
31 74 68 5 $9 67 37 41 8 16 62 64 42 75
Whole ticket No. 5 63 74 entitled to the prise of

£8,000, and whole ticket No. 37 41 67 entitled to a

prise ol £1,000, in the above Lottery was sold at the
office of the Managers, Washington City; tho latter
in a certificate of a package.

BRILLIANT SCHEME.
$60,000 $30,000 $16,000

And Sixteen Drawn Ball 4a, making more prise* than
blanks.

UNION LOTTERY,
Class No. 2. for 1841.

To be positively drawn at Alexandria, D. C., on Sa>
turday, April 17th, 1841.

By authority of law, for Internal Improvement in Alexandria,D. C. Stale Treasury, Delaware Col- '

lege, iim! Common Schools, in the State of DelawareUseful Manufactures in the State of South
Carolina Green and Pulaski Monument in the
City of Savannah, and State of Georgia. Public
Institutions to the States of Louisiana and Kentucky.

D. S. GKIvt.ttKY * CO. Managers.

ORAND PRISM.
1 prise of 4 priaee of #3,000
I do 30,000 & do 1,730
1 do 13 000 10 do 1,300
1 do 10,000 10 do 1,030
1 do 8,000 30 do 1,000
1 do 7.000 30 do 300 *

I do 6.000 30 do 400
1 do 3,000 100 do 300
1 do 4.000 100 do 330
1 do 9.500 170 do #90
1 do t,3ll 144 do 150

134 prises of #100.
Besides prises of - *> #70, 900. #60, #40, #96.

#90. >13, >19, #10
li Drawn Nonshore out of 79.

Whole Tickets #90-- Halves #lO~aoarton #6.
#4 Ml

CorUdrateo of Packages of*» Whole Tickets #9#0 00
Dodo 96 Half do 130 00

|)., do 96 Quarter do 66 00
Dodo 96 Etghtko do 31 30

r-W">, U. brkota »».< Rharra or Cartificatao Ofvizi*:S.'2Z *£*?
eri«# tW <M* and on o«lc»i account

of .»,* drawingarlu Mnmadiaulj .ftcr it » o*ar to all
who .wkjfrn. S'lUDOOEY A CO Mtnm

WwkmiMi, D. C.
war I.»a«r4wdAa

I


