Two Ships to Join
the International Fleet
at Shanghai — Will
Clean the Sea and Riv-
ers of Chinese/Pirates.
Cases of Atrocities Per-
petrated by These Cut-
throats—Fighting the
Pirates a Hopeless
Task Until the,/Other
Nations Tooks/a Hand.

Bpeclal Correspondance,
W.LEHIKN..'D. €., August 7, 1614,
‘ N WO  “pirate de-
strovers' have just
been added to the
United States
Navy, The one end
jand “aim  of thelr
sexistence will be to
¥ sweep from the
" now-a-day oOCcERN
hordes of freebpot-

Ing gentry—the
" twp-centuryv-ago

demise of "Blatk-
beard” Teach and the iswinging of Capt.’
William XKijdd gibbet high in chains off
Execution dock at a thme bheyond the
memory of living man, to the vontrary,

Now, there {8 no gaimsaying that when
Justice pulled the blindfald from ons eye
lomg enough to catch the buccaneers
England, Rackam, Lowther, Kidd, Black-
beard and another score of the Jolly
Roger brotherhood red-handed, sending
them to look their last through hempen
collars whila they danced on air, the
Lady of SBcales and Bandage did a pretty
thorough job.

Yet, after all of these and many of the
lesser lawless lights were swept from
the seas, there remained that which cal-
lows tree nor king's sloop-of-war could
lay—the spirit of piracy,
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The *“'pirate destroyerz"’ will not go to
the now peaceful Spanish main, or sall
the stretches where once the plate ships
of the King of Bpain struck colors to
raking broadsides from low. black tap-
saill schooners, for the spirit of plracy
now dwells along the shore of the sham-
bling China sea, and rldes the reaches of
ths Sulu and South Pacific waters, upon
the prows of great pirate junks er can-
non-bristling Msalay prahus.

And so. the station ‘of the twe “pirate
destroyers” - of the United States Navy
will be at Shanghal, within easy striking
distance of the great Yungste river
along whose banks are thousands of set-
tlements where American concessionariés,
agents of great commercial enterprises
and missionaries spend perilous jlves.
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Although the United States maintains
& score of vessels on the China station—
most of them spolls of the war with
Spain—it so happened that there were
no light-draft gunboats among them, and
the volume of water necessary to Hoat
them was 8o great as to make anv pur-
sult up rivers and canals Mttle less than
a farce,

So it was that the United States finally
krew tlred of having the light-draft pirnte
craft show clean heels and zet away In
safetly, which exhibition on the part of
vellow outlaws soon became n joks nt
which Uncle Sam could not and would
not laugh. Therefore was the construe-
:Ir.m of the “plrate desirovers" author-

A long time ago the Unlted States ms
talned among her ships in eastern wa
a side-wheel, fron sheathed, steam
sall vessel—the Monocacy; and aulso a
fcrew tug of iron—the Palo=. And be-
cause of the honorgble history of both of
these veasels, which long ago went to the
Lunk heap, the two river gunbouats lave

een named for them. .

Taking pattern after the type of
boat exampled fn the Britsh Wi i
these two lttle craft were constructed
the Mare Island navy vurd Bu: th

and

(?onms OoN Bo
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who will now be no longer safe In :h(.-!
shallow wstreams which untll thi= time
have sheltered them.

The gunbonts sre 1€0 feet over all, with
A beam of 24 feet 6 Inches nnd a displace-
ment of 1M tons. Wherever her com-
mantier can find two feet and & half of
water there can elther of the littie crafy
be taken ot A speed of thirteen and a half
knots.

Hull and deekhouss sheathed with spe-
clal dArmor plate—which Incidentally costs
£1.25 a pound and will turn modern high-
powered rifle ball and small cannon shot
at cloge range—theé armament of each
of the boats consists of a4 maln buttery
mounting two six-pounder rifles and six
thirty caliber machine rifles from which
high-powered service ammunition is tired,

These ure remnforced by two d-inch
fleld guns for the use of landing parties.
In addition to this. the deckTiouse walls
are plereed with loopholes [or riflemen.

Each gunboat iz officered by two come.
missioned officers, two chief petty offi-
cers and forty-three men.

Within a short time the Palos and
Monocacy will be in full commission, the
first commanded by Lisut. Friank Rorscl
ach and the second by Lieut. Carter. who
wis second In command of assembling
them,

For time out of mind plracy has been a
favored calling In the China sea. Nor
kas the downfall of the anc¢lent Chinese
dynasty under which It thrived appa-
rently been any deterrent to these iow
less predatory orews, who are a tribel
apart from the coolle Awellers of thel
land side of the late celestial empire. and!
they carry on thelr slit-gullet, looting
trade today totally unawed by the fact!
that the hands of all thelr countrymen |
aré ggainst them.

*

wers too amall to stan e trip ac
ztlse“l’uclﬂc; where t%:pgo::r}_\ .r'.tjI '?-,‘

41 are frequent. herefore they a1
“knocked down™ and shipped 1.:1'\ s“ ::J‘i-';
ocean liner to Shanghal, where they -.u.-- [
reassambled by Naval Constructor 7
der, assisted by Lleut Andrew [ Carte

. B N. A few weeks ago they wore
launched and given their trial trips, [
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Although the “misquitoes” of the China
station were too small to undertnie-
transpacific trlp, they will be none the
less efficlent against the pirate men. who
depend largely upon fighilng at hands.
Erips In overpowering their vietims, ana

the
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Plira
two generpal forms The firct is
practiced Hy the crews of
posped war Junks whith o
the waters neayr Amoy and S
which formerly, if not todav,
rendezvous In the TFle-tse

|

|
nefdr the Tonkin gulf, &lthe hey |
quently have appeared much farther, =
down the const ]
These greatl junks, ecarrying hundreds |

of hal-naked [rreebooters are a con-|
stant menace to small unsrmed trading |
ships and steamers, as well as to smaller |
Junks owned by the great commercisl|

QLp MoNocACY
Towing LAaNDINGPARTY
AGAINST CorREAN fORTS
JUNE 10.1871

i

A PIRATE JUNE ONTHE YANG- Tse-KTANG Rwer

AN EXtcuTtioN OF CAPTURLY
PIirATES [ SHAMOMHAL 1910

Junk nt-“- ‘“up coast.’™” This is wusually accom-
plished by inclosing e: 4
sten
Com

rate’s methods of attack are

Four months
aboard one part of the ship they will
the loss of the ship and 188 British

BUl someth

in Chinese walers todax T,:H-.'_'.“-I- precautions

amer #ntered the Bocca Tigri
foderate of the pirates smuggled him l

from this source

wed down

the | naked r

ch_ deck of 1t
r in wire nett: 3 preventing
nication between any two of the
=0 that If pirates manage to gt

segrezated
=
* *
g went wrong with the
onrd the Talon on the
ht of April 25 last, for, be

o

fore the

. A I'!'I-ia

nhaard, and when the *leamer
to enfer the Canton river |
digabled the machinery |
gines put., the Talon rocked |

=well. while from the
iwo sreat junks, pro-

peiled by o sweeps in the hands of

LW Ny v .\ DArsmMen, shot out 1o

noe on2 upon her =t yoard, the other
upaon her

port while scores of l’*'-.!l'—]
na boarded her

Warted in time 1o arfi themselves, :1-.-5:

Repreeentative
C. H. Sloan of ‘~I=:
braska i= from the
Iand of big farms—
farms whose corn-
flelds run along a
rafiroad sometimes
for ten miles, while
In 1tz wheatfields
several G erman
principallties could
Be lost. So Sloan i=
usefl to takinz a
blg view of thins
as well as viewing
thinge from the
gtandpolnt of a homesteade,,

During this warm weather the secur-
ing of & good attendance in the Housze
has been a difMcult jJob., and the fp-~.
quent three rings for a call 1o the
Housze is common over in the gofices.
One dry recently Bloan went avav py
the chamber to find but few men there.
All around were rows on rows of empty
seats, with only a few oases of mem-
bers in & desert of desks. It remind-
ed Sloan of his big quarter sections gut
in the bounding prairies. So he rose
to his feet.

“Mr. Chairman,” he said. "I have
looked aroupnd on the vast unoccupied
area in this House, and, not desring
*to ralse a question of no quorum, wish
to submit a parliamentary inquiry.”

“The gentleman will state 1" ra-
sponded the chalr,

“] wish to ask, Mr. Chalrman,” con-
tinued Sloan, “If it would be properqto
make & filing for a homestend on th=

gEreat un;.enﬂphd RuUblio domain in ihis

What Is the Brand? l

; Repre sentative |

North Dakota is of '
Norwegian descent ;
In his district ‘is|]
the famous Devil's
lakg, which in re-
¢ent yvears has re- |
ceded =n ‘h by |
the “dryvin up .47
the walers tha
the town of

namé. ofnce |
hank, s now ~#E
b miles Inlsnd.
- In the course of
time the water will be entireiy gone and
the lake but a “tale that is told 1L was
called Devil's lake on account of the In-
dinn legend connected with it
The story runs that once, in times far
before the coming of the white mun. two
tribes lived on opposite sides of the
water. There were frequent fights, ang at
last ane day both took to thelr war
canoes amd set out simultaneonsly for o
rald upon the foe
In ahe middle of the lake they et ln
deadly embmce.- The batile was short
and bloady, and s a few moments the
list cunoe Had sunk LBepesth the wiavies,

A Big Asset.
H. T. Hogesen of| | |

of Minnesota hates
above all else it

|

| ns
i.
|

|

a representative’

must admit that
who stood at Lthe back of bhis ©
"Walter,” he sald.'” please 1

Aml now, on’ & stormy night, when the

ters, It shows the stream Hlleg  with
ranoes, and painted men with tomohawks
In thelr hands Moat in ghostly armay in
the mists, the fleet melting away In the
storm clouds, N

lightuing s Nashing across the dark n:s-l

cortainly doex look the parr”™”

Representative

fin
The man took the onrd, looked at it in
® punsied way, then gave It back
“Ise sorry, boss, thut I can’t help you
out,”™ he siid, with a shake of the head,
“but you sge 1 ain't got mugh cducation
either.”

voting for men

who look the part™

Both in Same Boat.
Senator Albart B

ol lowa

In Initials
shnilar to those hy
which the dinla

matiec mediation

1m i sslon was

aled. for the
Arst lettere of his
three names are
A, B, C. His fam-
i1y originally came
from Pennsvivania
but they emigrated
to lowa some years

aBRD

If Cummins has g fad It is books. and

hooks, at that His Ha

cent, and

particularly rich

hiztoiical works His pride Is his ancient
tomes, thouzh he {5 equally proud of the
fne farms of which his =tate boasts

There is o story told on Senator Cum-
mins to the effect that last summer he
and his wife went to a fashionable roof
gurden In Washington. After a day at
the Capitol, the cool breeze and music
seemed delightful; sop the senator be-
thought himself of something to eoat
Taking up the card, he tried to read It
without his glassex, which he had left

hir desk, but wes wnsuccessiul

He appealed to Mrs, Commins, but that
lady bhad also forgotten hers. S0 he hadd-

the cnrd to a smillng colored waller
air
J this

e,

e

Tulon, with all of his Eu

Chinese waters takes the form «
piracies. The pirntes thomuslves nare, |
unlike their deep-water outlaw
more of the jackal
Iy, but still murderous 3

iy wh
ever they fall in with partles.
They s%t the Uow r g, crecks

freebc -
shallow waters. and =0

= n .
waler freeho
Yangiwee-Kinng
with them.

out trouble over the shallows ami raplds
inland =s far as Chungking, which is
| more than ‘.""' miies I

|

| Chinese government, wr the
| tained by the

| promptls

crew met the yellow boarders in n hand-
to-hand conflict. The passsngers, pro-
tected by the wire nettings, gained the
boat deck In safety, where, nunching
the lifeboats.. they made thelr escape
from the ship under cover of the dark-
ness and confusion.

But the crew; outnumbersd three to

one, were beaten back., and those who
escaped the plrate Kknives leaped into

and add several vessels to the
ternational flest, for it has been recently
twenty-five-mililon-
tag! loan, negotated Hy the new repub-
lie with an American steel plant and ap-
proved by the Chiness president
devoted to the construction of small éruls-
ers and large gunboals rout out the

the last two years

the sea to drown,

Left wictors, the pirates Jooted the

steamer and then spplied the torch, but
the flames of the bhurning Taion
ed the attention of other steamer
they, speeding full ahs
vesrfel, managed to p

tirack-
2, and
ad for the doomed
nll the pas-
il of the
pean officers
The second form of frechootiing in
river

ers and Capt W

slinking coward-

the China

%« which cut In

- %
The big junks. In use
5. are of no

ft known lo-
“serambling

ke uss of light-draft
crabhs’” '
West river nsar

ound for the
- although ¢
river is alsa  infested

In their little craft they navigate with-

m the

and nstead of pre thve
chant ships and ste nf the
loot villazes nvelers
| white B ®, Aand cause
l 5 old tre the ssinnaries af
whom there are many bhundreds in this
part of inland China Atd it = azainst
| these river pirates par ' I that the
itie= of the little Palos and Monov-

bhe dire

f.ong ago. it AMe Anparent that the
Chinesre gover either would not
could oot ope with the parpetrators of
pirnte outrage Rut rthis was learnsd
oniyx after the barces awnerd by the
Standard Ol Company to carty case ol
| mtand had bean repeatedls atiacked and

sached: neveral vessels londed with te
bareo belonging to o Eritls

controilsd entirely by Amert
had Ebeen looted, and Americ

h company

an capital

been murdered

lucking the necessary
of irsting the piratea and b
them to justice, & # em of "Vvics
puni=shment” grew up in the Chinese prov-

inces By this-=retem perpe-
tration of an out: P | 1 Con-
sul would file his com th the!

I vernment
upon learning the amount o e BLSs-
eprédation. or the indem-
1 Tor Lhe loss of lfe. would
¢ the amount upon the vii-
lmge nearesl to Lhe scene of the crime,
w
- "

But this system, it wns soon discovered,
worked only hardship without lessening
tc any sppreciable degree the number of

nity demante

pirate atrocities; for seldom &id the lvot- |

ere come from the village assessed and,
upon one occasion a few years ago, the
head man of & village was forced to =ell
his six young daughters Into siavéry to
pay an indemmnity for a crime whichh note
of his villpgers Ll compitiel,

HBo, veallzing at lnst that the ““viearioons

' re M
systein” was worse than neffective, sach

nathei™ having commercial lnterests in
Chinn bas sent e e Shanglial =talion
Hgght-deaft river sunboats to huot down
and bring e Justice the bandis of the
Fivers, andd In this way o sipmp out. pl-
raiy wherever Its hydra head shows

For severazl vears now Hnoglamd, Ger-
mansy  and Japan have maintained these
Hght-draft river boats. Now the United
Stntex has added ber complement In the
Palos and the Monocacy

China herself Is about fo come [glo the

the pirites of the China water-
and Sheidon is as typicil s any
American citi-
% In the Government Col-
toward which they were

i'he start of thelr jourmey huad
been safe enough in a large river steamer
to Hankow and the

a smaller boat

rethren, |

to tanke to a
t. which they propelled them-

%

The first was
lonely little

 made two fatal blunders

#r rabbers!

aout of thelr bagzage.
aAnton it
wns murdered as
sleeping. Sheldon was malmed for

tora of this outrage re-

villnge were held re-

near Newchang,
and it Is frequent-

been on China

that time there were numernus rebel

o far on that date as to Nire
a Standard Ol

citizenx§ o merican Mg

™ Ag soon A= word of the
| and missionaries without number bhad|

the matter was

twenty-one EUns,
later refused, were ncno_rdu_‘dl
to the Mag by the rebel troops July 30.

Monocacy and the Palos for
two new gunboats were chris-
T aw lonz and hoporable service In
the Chinese waters, agminst pirates both
of China mnd Korea and the taking aof
n forts on the Salee river, In
hle C 1 celebrities as
Admiral Winfleld Scott Schley ana Ad-

prominent part in the fighting s also to
| be aeccredited with the remarkable achleve-
ment of taking
of the fAighting, notwithstanding that feld
was In lts nfancy

+ Korenn forts
June 1, INVL upon the United States gun-

they were situsted. The forts were man-
nedd by Creeuootiog solillery, aod aithough
repicisal was mads to
nent oo mtion was t(skel

Henr Admisfil John Hodgoers, com-
‘manding the Asiatic Meet, ordered an ad-

with the orders the
- and four steam

launches, together with the Benecin, on
board of which there were 0% men (o
the various ships of the fleet, enteved the
Salee river, and befors forty-elght hours
bad passed five Korean forts had been
fnlkeri, 20 guns destroyed and one battle
fought. in which the loss of the enem?
was 350 killed and wounded., while the
forces of the Tnited States lost only
three killed and nine wounded
The steam lnunch Weehnwken, sound
ing. led the asdvance of the fleet June 1L
1851, followed by the Monocacy the
Beneciz, three steam jnunches and the
Palos towing in the landing party of nite
teen boats In the order named.
-
- W

An hour Iater they shelled the Korear
buttery on Louise Isiand, which did nol
reply, and then engaged the second of
the line of forts. This fedoubt gave
them battle, and the Korean shots cut
away the standing rigging of the fleet,
but did not damage their hulls. This
fort silenced, the fleet ppoceeded to the
third embankment, whera under shelter
of fire. the landing party and artiilery

| were put ashore.

Fort du Conde and the karthworks at
Sun-tol-mok fell before the Korean cita-
del was attacked, and when that fell to
the American forces it was discovered
that the enemy had lotrenched them-
seives upon a knoll a mile to the north-
ward, and it was there that the hand-to-
hand fighting took place In which Lijeut
H. W. McKee received a mortal wound

The late Rear Admiral Winfleld Scott
Sehley, then lHeutenant commandsr, and
the man who organized the expedition,
was the second to galn the Inside of the
redoubt with Lieut. McKee and he It
was who shot down the Kerean who had
given MceKes his mortai wound. The re-
doubt wns later renamed in honor of the
voung leutenant. Here ls. Schiey’'s own
report nf the fighting =t the redoubt

“About 1250 pom., June 11, the charge
was made through a deep ravine fully
eighty feet deep, with 350 sallors and ma-
rines. The approach was clear of any
rovering and the fire af the enamy most
terrific and severa Nothing could with-
stund the men The impetuosity of the
charge wus met by brave men in the
fort. who contested indh by Inch and
whe fought hand to hand.

““Tha honor of gaining the firgt foothald
in the fort fell to Lisut. McEKese, who
was at once charged by the enpemy. But
a moment had elapsed before I galned
the inside and went to his ald In his des-
perate fight. In a moment he foll mor-
tally wounded by a musket ball in the
groin and a spear stab in the side. The
same brave ane who had speared McKeae
rushed upon me, but the spear passed
between my left arm and my body and
before he could withdraw it for a second
trial he wae shot dead and lUfeless at
my feet.™

.Improving the Potato.

FRE‘.\'(.‘H agricultural experts have dee
cided that the potato, that standard
food of the western hemisphere, needs
rejuvenation. The common practice In
raising new potatoes Is to cut up old ones
and plant them After a sseries of experi-
ments the sclientisis have come to the
conclusion that the continual! reproduc-
tion of the potato without the use of
seed has resulted In Its deterforation, on
the sstme theory that the loterbresding
of antisels will resalt o thelr deteriora-
tion.

tence they have, with the ald of &
certain fungus, bhegun the planting of
crop which has so fur shown ilself prac-
theally immune froth pelato diseanes. It
was At fArst thougbt that the potate cro
could be tmproved I raised Trom
This process, however, proved too long
and weary. T

The new fungus process will m

be adepied iy Sther aenminie: 3
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