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Belgium --r- Poles Be-

lieve Christ Returns to
Earth as a Little Babe
on Christmas Eve.
Midnight , Masses In
France and Italy.
Christmas in Austria.

the warring
THROUGHOUT the Christmas

necessarily 'be but
an attempt at merrymaking.

; The Tuletide's approach only tends totring home more keenly to the hearts'f the people of the war-rive- n lands
I h nldeousness of the brutal conflict
J ?nd the mockery of "Peace on earth.

rood will toward men."
But. reports state, all of the warring

j nations, with the exception of Turkey,
t are striving' to bring some small part
i at least of the usual Christmas happi- -
J ness and good cheer to the men at the

front, the unfortunates Interned In
J prison camps and the sick and dying
; sufferers on their cots of pain in the

hospitals.
! .v

., In Europe the loving hearts of the
"women at home are guiding their busy

j .hands, and th children's difctle fingers,
t to' form the, multitude of gifts which'
5 reports state are soon to be dispatched

to the different armies in time for
t Christmas, as was done last year.
J When a lull comes in the fighting the
t jnen will be permitted to feast and be
I as merry as they can; and each will

celebrate the day, as far as possible,
J according to the customs of his own

3nd. .. . ;.. . :
Of all the countries now at war per-- ihaps none makes more of the Christmas

J festivities than does the German na- -
tion. Many months in advance the
German hausfrau and little madchenbusily ply their needles so that each

J one in the family, and near friends as
well, may be remembered with a hand-- t
made gift when the great day comes,
when the locked and boltefd Christmas, room Is at last opened and the splendid

j tree Is seen in all the glory of myriads
i of tiny tapers, glistening balls, fes-- -

toons of tinsel, gay paper cornucopias.
Its branches laden with toys and bon-bon- s,

an dthe "pfefferkuchen" so dearto the children's eyes.
SZ Th pfefferkuchen is a spicy cake,

made In all shapes, but usually in cir- -
,.," clea. figure eights, or stars with a hole

In the center, that they may be easily
fastened to the tree. These Christmas
cakes are made by the German bakers
In three classes, of differing quality

. and cost, so that even the poorest
children may save up a few pfennigs
and purchase them.

, The "krlngeln," a transparent sugar
J candy, and the sweet almond paste

known as "lubecker marzipan" are
I both sure to be found on the German
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a sympathetic chord among the others
who respond in unison:

"Oh, God, give us peace!"
Finally they rise and leave, singlj

and in groups, retiring to their home
with bowed heads, the children stum-
bling through the snow with faces too
sober for little ones on Christmas eve
a snowy Christmas eve, when Santa
Claus can travel best.

A mother and two children entei
their home, consisting of two rooms,
one for cooking and eating, the othei
for sleeping. In one corner of the bed-
room stands a spruce tree decorated
with cheap bits of dyed rags, home-
made paper dolls and an occasional
glass ball. There are some shapeless
cookies, a present or two wrapped In
coarse brown paper, and over all hangf
the Madonna of the Tear.

The kitchen table Is set for a suppei
of veal, coffee and war bread, of which
the little family partake in silence. A1

the conclusion of the meal the mother,
w'th a slight shrug of her shoulder
and a cast of her hands, motions th
children to the bedroom, while shj
lingers to gaze dry-eye- d upon a
phonograph of her husband in his flrsl
military uniform. At last she rises
and silently removes the Presents from
the tree, standing by while her chil-

dren's black eyes sparkle and their tin,
tongues prattle over the cheap gifts.

10 o'clock when the tlraIt is not yet
has come for bed. The little famljj
kneel before the tree In the
lieht of the lamp and the mother",
earnest voice pleads softly and clearlj
in the silence of the shabby home.

, foito careyou"Oh, God, we pray
and Protectour father and husband

Mm from the bullets of the enemy that
return to us again. For w

he may
need him. Amen."

Condition of the Indians
and Aleuts of Alaska

Indiana of Alaska and tlu
THE are children of nature anfl

of the nation in a

way. and ther condition gl. conc

to the government ---- ---

. . ,.t them and to ate

them V the ways" of prog ress. Th,
home of the Thllnget mman.
southern Alaska, from akutat t

wbiie their ancestor
Aleuts, they are todaywere like the

vastly different in Iooks. language
habit. The Aleuts live on mo
southwestern Alaska, along the coasl

.1.. iio.vn nenlnsula. and as lai
north as the Prlbllof Islands and Bris-

tol bay. B. Lester James, then deputy
commissioner of fisheries, in a report
of Alaska investigations, said thai
nothing In Alaska interested him moM

to him more than the In--

dlans and the Aleuts, from the fad
that their lives, surrounaea or uuuai- -

. Hctntifiil to them, aretiuan mo -

being made more unfortunate each day.
The white man, he aaia, nas oomo

their territory in many cases infring-
ing on their prior and jusfrTlghts. Th
saloon, he said, prevails in whatevej
lands the white man settles,
had. it is charged, more to do with

undoing and ruination of the Indianthe. . , . . i ,on all rither cause!ana xne ajcu " -
put together, and where saloons ar
not to De iouiiu "I""'
the guise of pay and bribes.

one time physically and mentally
strong, dui mo uiuucuo iew
surrounded them for- - the past fifty
vears have lowered their standard, un
. . , aom anil in tfinnv. loca.ll
1 1 1 111 Jlld.ll .t - -
ties they are on a very low plane. Be
cause ot tne eaoy ""uspeople made for unnumbered genera--
. i i a .Via of 'utransKrl.IIOHb UCl HI J - n
among them, it is said that they have
now become as a cias motpeuuoiii,
lazy and unreliable. The white man, it
. i nn a littlA tn AnMlirftffi
their uplift, and is largely to blame fot
the demoralized couuiuuu i
body of the native.

Last season there were about 4,00
Indians and Aleuts employed In tlu
canning and fishing industry of Alaska.
That Is about one-thi- rd of : the .total
number of natives living on the coasl
of Alaska, or about one-eigh- th of th
entire number in the whole . territory,
but with those natives who at times
are willing to work there are many
labor troubles. - '

?i

"lT"M"A"vrv-5T-rrT!nTjr- A

just as the Polaznik is about to seat
himself by the fire, the idea being to
make him fix, by sitting down hard, all
the good wishes he has just uttered.
Afterward he is wrapped in a shawl
and seated by the Badnyak, while the
young people exchange kisses across
the log. The shawl or blanket is sup-
posed' to insure thick cream for the
Coming year, and the kisses of the
shepherds and shepherdesses to secure
peace and love among the sheep and
other live stock.

Before the principal meal of Christ-
mas day is eaten all the members of
the family gather in a circle around
their father with ligrhted tapers in their
hands. Reverently bowing their heads,
they listen to his fervent prayers for
good luck. Then all embrace and kiss
one another before sitting down to the
roas. pig and the rest of the savory
repast. At the end of the meal all
stand and drink "to the glory of God
and to the glory of Christ's birth!" aft-
er which special toast the Christmas
ceremonies usually are brought to a
close.

While the sultan's Subjects in Con-
stantinople, the great Osmanli capital,
are mostly Moslems, Christmas day
there is observed by many celebrations.
The Greek Catholics, Roman Catholics
and Armenians, as well as other na-
tionalities, all celebrate in' their own
way the feast of the nativity. As the
Mohammedans honor Jesus and the Ko-
ran even maintains the sinless birth, of
Mary, His mother, the day is one whose
observance is looked npsn by the Turks
in a more tolerant spirit than any other
Christian holiday.

Christinas in Constantinople to the
Greek boys of the city is a full of
noise and firecrackers and the shooting
off of pistols as was our own observ-
ance of the Fourth of July before the
safe and sane method of celeVrating the
day came in vogue. After services the
Greek Church congregation exchange
presents of fruit and flowers fijom home
10 nome ana me poor are rememterea
fcv the gift of a good dinner.

In' Russia, as In Greece, Bulgaria, Ser-
bia and other countries lj which the
people still cling to the oM Julian cal-
endar, Christmas now comes thirteen
days after ours, for December 25 by the
Gregorian calendar is only December
12 by the old style of; reckoning. To
make the discrepancy ' less confusing,
Ihe Orthodox Greek Church countries
usually give both dates. Thus St. Nich-
olas' day Is written "December 9.

"Kolenda" is the Russian Christmas
eve celebration. The peasants- - go in
bands and serenade the rich nobles,
their masters. . TJie- - whole company,
young men and o'ld, scramble in the
snow for the coins tossed them from
the windows. Later they enjoy a gay
masquerade in which the whole coun-
tryside takes part, both sexes dressing
up in absurd costumes supposed to rep-
resent animals the idea being to com-
memorate the" fact that Christ was
born in a stable among the humblest or
Hie animals.

Russian children peep out into the
dark snowy rtiight oh Christmas eve to
catch a glimpse of poor old Babouska,
whose sad story every little Muscovite
is sure to know. The legend tells that
one night, when cold and weary, she
met a grand procession headed by the
three kings in white robes and golden
crowns, who told her "The Christ is
bornt Come thou with us and worship
them." But Babouska was cold andeager to get home. All night she heard
the Babe call, and next morning she
gathered togetner a oag or toys and
started out to find Him. But search as
she may, she never finds the holy Babe,
and as she goes stumbling through thesnow in her vain search she dropsa
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ped ' to deceive Inquisitive eyes while
arousing curiosity. .

A servant in livery announces the
feast. Guests In evening dress form a
stately procession and gather about the
table, quivering under its burden of
boiled turkey, baked game, mountains
of mashed white potatoes, other vege-
tables, costly wines of every descrip-
tion and a few slices of war bread.
Jokes are passed and puns exchanged
anent the war bread, which is barely
tasted and passed by for whiter and
more edible cakes baked attractively.

The host rises and pronounces his
blessing over bowed heads, ending with
a prayer for the success of Austrian
arms and the long life of the emperor.
Always do they mention the revered
Franz Josef In tones of love and loy-
alty. The feast Is on.

In due time, when appetites are ap-
peased and the last after-dinn- er speak-
er has expressed the thoughts then
foremost in his mind, the children, who
have eaten their Christmas eve dinner
In the nursery, are called forth and
gather around the great tree for their
songs and dances, while the tallest
man In the assemblage stretches for
the gifts and bestows them with ap- -

greetings upon the personsFTopriate they are intended.
Ere the last gift has been removed

from the tree the clock haa struck
midnight and sleepy, happy children
are sent to bed with their nurses, to
arise for early mass In Maximilian
Platz. The older folks, reaching the
acme of joy, retire to the largest room
In the home and dance well on Into the
morning hours, many proceeding di-
rectly from the feast to masses in
progress. Thus is Christmas eve cele-
brated among the rich of Austria-Hungar- y,

even in wartime a joyous
round of feasting, drinking, gift dis-
pensing and dancing. -

It is a long cry from the rich to the
poor, and as the visitor wades through
the snow across stubble fields toward
a faint lamp glow in the home of a
Hungarian peasant he feels the con-

trast keenly. At a crossroads stands a
wayside shrine. Snow has fallen upon
the tiny roof, but the shnine Is un-
touched. Kneeling in a harf circle be-
fore it In the snok are a dozen or more
peasants, mostly women and children.
None, of them are wearing their vari-
colored, gaudy holiday dresses, and in
their faces is. a look of worry and grief.
They are praying dilisjently, and now
and then one raises her arms and voice
in an outburst of pleading that strikes
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her lover to her own home, where her
father takes charge of the regular
betrothal.

In Italy," In the "Vat dl Rose, Italian
highlands, for centuries there has been
the quaint and pretty custom, at
Christmas, of making votive offerings
at the shrines of the Redeemer of fruit
and flowers, by the peasants, each

In the picturesque dress of. hisfarbed In upper Lombardy, par
ticularly, musicians visit the shrines
and. accompanied by little children
dressed as angels, make a tour of the
villages and towns, collecting alms,
which are distributed later to the poor
as gifts from the Christ Child.

In times of peace In Austria-Hungar- y

the mention of Christmas bring an an
ticipatory light of welcome to the eyes
of patrician and peasant alike. It Is
an occasion for joy and sprightly com-

memoration in that Catholic country.
It is a time for' carnivals, publlo cele-

brations, innumerable masses, musicals
and wine parties.

But In war time it is vastly different.
Public functions are discontinued by
tacit agreement, public dancing la pro-

hibited and the people of the middle
classes devote their holiday to modest
home pleasures and' the solace of
church worship. . Only the very rich,
who have not really, felt the pinch of
war, usher In the birthday of our Sa-

vior with the former joviality common
to the dual monarchy.

Picture the home of a wealthy Vien-
nese family- on Christmas eve. Bright
lights are burning In every room. In
the air is the aroma of cooking fowl.
Gay voices ring back and forth through
spacious halls. Guests are arriving,
sweeping layers of fine snow from their
great fur coats and shouting greetings
to their friends. It Is Christmas eve and
every one must be happy.

In one room stands a giant pine tree.
Its highest branch bending over at the
ceiling, the better to display a gorgeous
creation of "Kristkindchen," or Santa
Claus, as we know the patron saint of.
children. Upon all the other limbs of
the tree, weighing them down almost
to the point of breaking, are good
things of every description cookies,
candies molded into odd' shapes, tightly
wrapped bundles that hint of mysteri-
ous contents, etc. Under the "tree are
piled many more gifts, carefully wrap

flavor of their old pagan practices.
their very word for Christmas beinsr
"Bojich," which meanS "Tbe Little God."
As in ancient times the Serbs sacrificed
a pig to the sun god, so 'oy in every
Serbian home roast pig should "be the
principal Christmas dish.

Christmas eve is known amonsr the
Serbians as "Badnyi. Dan," or the day
of the old Badnvak "who is some sort
of a divinity connected with the young
Bojien 01 cnristmas: day. " Very early
in the" morning two of the family's
strong young men, attended by theyounger Doys, make their way to theforest, where, after having crossed
themselves three tijnes,. a.s is tb.e usualcustom among the Greek Church Tol- -
owers, or afteroeayiner a brief srayer.

they select a tree which is tobe Tcnown'
as the yadnyl. Before setting out they
have provided themselves with a sup-
ply of grain, wheat kernels being usedmany times in the ceremonies which
mark their queer rites.-

Greeting the tree - with the wnrrtn.
"Happy Badnyi day to you!" one of theyoung men throws a handful of wheatupon it, while the other carefully plies
his ax. Great care must be taken in
chopping down the tree, for it mustran toward tne east, exactly at the
moment the sun god rises. The first
chip that falls is carefully preserved by
one 01 vne cnuaren ana Drought home
with the Badnyi, which Is always cut
into two or three pieces, the longer logbeing the most precious.

-

On reaching the house the mother of
the family comes out, bringing a small
nat wheat cake of unleavened flour
called "ppgacna," which she breaks- on
the longer Badnyi, the logs being left
outside the house each side of the door.
the whole day is spent in making
preparations for the following day, the
women baking cakes shaped like sheep.
pigs and chickens, and other good
things, while the men folks get a fatpig ready for roasting Just at sunset
one of the men is given new woolen
gloves, to go out and bring in the
Badnyak.

As he passes the threshold the mother
of the family "throws at him 'a handful
of wheat from a bowl in,whieh she haskept all day the chip brought her in
the morning. The young man greets
all present. And then, in many remoteparts of the country, the father drinksa glass of wine to the health of theBadnyak, and pours wine on the logIt is considered most important thatthe great log be kept brightly burningall night. When the log is lighted, theyoung folks run out and fire off guns orpistols, and when the roast pig is donethat fact also is announced to thepeighborhotv with much noise and thepopping of earms. - -

The first visitor In every Serbianhome on Christmas morning must al-ways be the "Polaznik." He is usuallya neighbor's son, who arrives veryearly armed with a glove full of wheatAt his knock the door is opened .andbe merrily throws the grain.- at thecompany at thfirestde and IntVtliWcorners of the rwm, saying: "Christ isborn I" To which the house mothe? re-plies by throwing wheat on him, whileall join in exclaiming: "He ia born in-
deed!"

Taking up a heavy shovel, the Christ-mas guest uow strikes trie Badnyaksnarp diows, which make. the sparks"
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toy on the doorstep of every poor fam-
ily.

The Bulgarian peasants, the Germans
and others all share the legend that
animals are conscious when Christmas
eve comes round. Many of the coun-
try folks really believe that at mid-
night the sheep awake and march in
procession, and the cattle kneel in their
stalls, while by a holy miracle all the
beasts are able to converse together.
But it is a mortal sin for a man to at-
tempt to overhear them; a sin puriish-abl- e

with sudden death.

i
InBelgium there are Christmas serv-

ices in the churches; but the children
lae'k the joy of a tree and the presents
and good things which usually accom-
pany the day. Bands of beggars often
go about on Christmas eve singing and
asking alms, or bread, from door to
door, but the custom is not encouraged.
Many little Belgian boys and girls
look under their pillows for the engels-koe- k

on Christmas morning, believing
that the angel Gabriel himself will
have placed the angel cake there.

Among the Poles it Is commonly be-

lieved that every Christmas eve Christ
again returns to earth as a little babe,
and on the holy night other biblical
occurrences are thought to take place.
The pure in heart are said to be able
to see St. Jacob's ladder and the angels
descending to earth to scatter their
gifts--o- f peace and love.

In Italy, France and other Roman
Catholic countries, the midnight mass
on the night before Christmas is one
of the most impressive services of the
year. The altars are made beautiful
with myriads of glowing tapers and
fragrant with the perfume of flowers
and burning Incense. The custom Is
common on the night of the nativity to
have a miniature representation of the
Holy Babe In the manger. The cretehe
is often quite complete, not only hav-
ing the figure of the infant, but also
dolls dressed to represent the Virgin
Mother and St. Joseph, and little crude-
ly shaped animals.

In France and Italy there Is a pretty
custom. It consists of giving special
welcome to the first babe left on
Christmas morning at the door of the
foundlings homes. A handsome cradle
and fine soft linens are made ready,
and the poor little waif is taken In and
given a ceremonious welcome in the
name of the Christ Child.

In Russia, a few days before Christ-
mas, the peasants prepare for the
quaint ceremony known as "bride- -

choosing." All the marriageable young
folks try their fortune by sitting be-

fore little piles of grain. Just at mid-
night a hungry cock Is brought in, and
the pile of grain which lie first eats
designates the one who will be first
married, and th'e second the next, and
so on until he will eat nt more.

The bride choosing occurs annually
on Christmas ere, at which time all
the unmarried girls gather at the house
of the elder of the village, where they
sit In a demure row; with their heads
carefully covered by white veils. The
swains in search of a bride are then
called In, and make their selection
without seeing the face of the girl.
But, being a daughter of Eve, the Rus-
sian maiden wears a particular dress,
or has a bit of ribbon on her shoe, or
other sign, by which h&r lover may
know her and make no mistake. The
uncovering of the bride seems to be
merely a lopy of the Mohammedan
idea. After having been chosen, the
bride-to-b- loses no time In hurrying

Christmas tree, no matter what ItsJ
j buuu imuHirftu can manage

to supply them. A figure, usually of an
i angel or fairy, tops the tree, and on

small tables and chairs under the
J Iadened boughs are heaped up great

plies of daintily wrapped presents
J neatly inscribed with the name of each

member of the family.
No one is forgotten. Even the German- -

children of tender years jeltght to give. their parents presents of their own
J making. Funny little Christmas cardspainted with astonishingfy brilliant
J ' flowers and birds are popular, while the

older children copy appropriate verses
J la their quaintly formed writing.

Christmas cards are now known and
Jn general use the world over, but the
first one originated in London, in the
year 1S45. In that year the Rev. Ed-
ward Bradley, Author of "Verdant
Green," had a printer make him some
holiday ' cards from his own design, to
send to his friends. Two years later
the Newcastle printer put out a num-
ber of cards which sold at 2 pence, 4'
cents, each. One was recently sold in
London for 210, or $1,250.

While little American and English
phildren delight to hang up their
stockings at bedtime' near the chlm-ne- v

on Christmas eve. the bovs and
girls of France,', Serbia, Bulgaria and
many other countries place their shoes
In a corner, or near the fire, that the
good Pere Noel, or the little Christ
Child, may come 'and. fill them with
goodies.

Faiths differ, and with them the ob-
servances of the Christmas celebra-
tions, but all countries have their
pretty legends quaint beliefs and odd
superstitions which from time imme-
morial have attached themselves to the
ancient festival, like the sacred mis-
tletoe of the Druids to the oak.

The use of the bright holly and mis
tletoe for Christmas decorations today
are plain reminders of the old pagan
festival. Long before- - the birth of
Christ, the Druids, with mystic rites
and the holly and mistletoe, perform-
ed weird ceremonies In the forests of
Britain, at which time the Yule log was
burned not in honor of the Prince of
Peace, but of Thor, the god of war.

After twelve centuries of Christianity
the Serbian observances of Christmas-tid- e

are still strongly marked with the

ny, wniie ne pronounces good wishesfor each of the family, the cows, goats
horses, sheep, bees and fields. "Having
kissed his host, he falls on his kn'ees
and kisses the end of the Badnyak. Italways Is placed on the fire so thatone end protrudes into the room. -- The
Polaznik crosses himself . a nujiiber ;oX
times and then place a auiaUypoiu on
the log as his Christmas gift'

An amusing part of the ceremony is
the custom of pulling out the chair

- ' . . v
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