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At War

Though the Nations
Are in the Grip of War,
Effort- Will Be Made to
Observe Old Christ-
mas Rites —In Ger-
‘many Christmas Is the

.Great Day of the Yedr.
The Serbian Badnyak.
"‘Christmas Celebra-
in the Sultan’s
Domain — Russian
Christmas Eve Cere-
‘mony—In Bulgariaand
Belgium — Poles Be-
lieve Christ Returns to
Earth as a Little Babe
on Christmas Eve.
Midnight Masses — In
France and Italy.
Christmas in Austria.

HROUGHOUT the warring coun-
tries of Europe the Christmas
seagon will necessarily 'he but
an attempt at merrymaking.

The Tuletide’s approach only tends to
®Bring home mors keenly to the henrts
©of the peopla of the war-riven lands
‘the hideousnesa of the brutal confllct
and the mockery of “Peace on earth,
#ood will toward men.”

But. reports state, nll of the warring
nations, with the exception of Turkey,
&re siriving to bring some small part
At least of the usual Christmas happi-
ness and good cheer to the men at the
front, the unfortunates Interned In
prison camps and the slek and dyving
sufferers on their cots of paln In the
bospltals,
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In Euyrope the loving heartz of the
women at home are guiding thelr busy
hands, and the children’s listle fingers,
to form theg multitude of gifts which
reports state are soon to be dispatched
to the different armles in time for
Christmas, a8 was done list year.
When a lull comes in the fighting the
men will be permitted to feast and be
&8 merry as they can; and each will
eelebrate the day, as far as possible,
mccording to the customs of his own
Jand.

Of all the countries now at war per-
haps none makes more of the Christmas
festivities than do&s the German

na-
tion. Many months in advance the
German hausfrau and littic madchen
busily ply their needles s0 that each

one in the family, and near frlends as
well, may be remembered with o hand-
made gift when the great day comen,
when the locked and bolted Chrlstinas
room ia at last opened and the splendid
tree Is seen in all the glory of myrinds
of tiny tapers, glistening balls, fes-
toona of tinsel, gay paper cornucopias,
its branches luden with toys and bon-
bona, an dthe “pfefferkuchen” so dear
to the children's eyes.

The pfefferkuchen Ig a spicy cake,
made In all shapes, but usually in cir-
eles, figure sights, or stars with a hole
in the ¢enter, that they may be eanslly
fastened to the tree. These Christmas
cakay are made by the German bakers
in three classes, of differing quality
and eost, %o that even the poorest
ehildren may save up a few pfennigs
and purchase them.

The “Kringeln,” a transparent sugar
candy, and the sweet almond puste
known as “lubecker marzipay” aras
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“Bojleh,’”” which means ““The Little God.”
Az in anclent times the Serbs sacrificed
a pig to the sun god, B0 Luay in every
Serbian home roast plg should be the
prineipal Cheistmas dish.

Christmas eve iz known among the
Serblans as “Badnyi Dan,” or the day
of the old Badnyak, who is some sort
of a divinity conneg¢ted with the young
Bollch of Christguas day. ~ Veéry early
In the morning two of the famlily's
strong Young men, attended by the
younger boys, make their wiy to the
forest, where, after having crossed
themselves three times, ag Is the usual
custom among the Greek Church Tol-
lowers, or afterasaying o brief rayer,
they select o tree which Is tode known®
a8 the Badnyl. Before setiiu® out they
have provided themselves with a mm-
ply of grain, wheat kernels being used
many times In the ceremonles which
mark their quesr rltes,

Gireeting the tree with the words,
“Happy Buadny! day to you!"” one of the
Young men throws a handful of wheat
upon it, while the other carefully plies
his ax. Great care must bs taken In

choppmg down the tree, for it must
fall toward the east, exactly at the
moment the sun god rises., The first

chip that falls Is carefully preserved by

both sure to he found on the German
Christmus tree, mo matter what It
aize, If the good hausfruu cun manage
to supply them. A figure, ususily of an
angel or fairy, tops the tree, and on
small tables wnd chairs undear the
ladened boughs are heaped up great
pllee  of daintlly wrapped presents |
neatly inscribed with the name of ench
membder of the family,

No one ia forgotien, Even the German
children of tendar vears felight Lo give

thelr paresats presents of their own
making, F'u_ln-._\ Tittle Christnins cards
palinted with  astonishing’Vy brilliant

older chlldren cony o 2
in their quaintly ?grmn:é’r“};ftflr:: e
*
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Christmas cards are now Kknown and
n genernl use the world over, Lut the

first one originated in London, in the
year 1545, In (hat year the Rev, INd-
ward Bradley, author of *“Verdant

Green,” had a printer make him some
Noliday cards from his own design, to
send to his friends. Two years later
the Newcastle printer put out & num-
ber of cards which sold at 2 pence, 4
cents, each, Ona was recently sold in
Londen for £250, or $1,250.

While little American and English

ghildren delight to nang up their
stookings at badtime near the chim-
ney on Christmas eve, the hovs and

girla of France, Serbla, Bulgarin and
muny other countries place ‘their shoes

in 2 corner, or nefir the fire, that tha
good Pere Noel, or the Jittle Christ
Chlld, may come and #flil them with
goodies,

Falths differ, and with them the ob3-
gervances of the Christmas celebra-
tions, but all countries hHave thelr
pretty legends® quaint beliefs and odd
superstitions which from time imime-

morial have attached themselves to the
ancient festival, llka the sacred mis-
fletoe of the Diruids to the oak.

The uege of the bright holly and mis-
tietoe for Christmas decorations today
are plain reminders of the old pagan
festival, Long beforee the birth of
Christ, the Drulds, with mystic rites
and the holly and mistietoe, perforin-
ed welrd ceremonles In the forests of
Britain, at which tiine the Yule log was
burned—not in honor of the I'rince of
FPeoce, but of Thor, the god of war.
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After twelve cemturies of Christianity
the Serbian observances of Christmas-
tide are still strongly marked with the

v
: -

| pistols, and when the roast pig Is done

one of the children and brought homa
with the Badnyl, which (s alwavs cut
into two or three pieces, the longer log
being the mo=t preclous.
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On reachiing the house the molher of
the family comes out, bringing a small |
flat wheat cgke of unleavened fAour!
called "[!'::1“*;!.' which she breaks on
the longer Badnyl, the logs heing left
outalde the house ench side of the door
The whole dny = spent in making
preparations for the following day, the
women baking cakes shaped ke sheep,

pigs and chickers, and other good
things, while the men folks get n fat
pig ready for roasting. Just at sunset
one of the men is given new woolen
gloves, to go out and bring in the
Budnyak,

A8 he passes the threshold the mother
of the family throws at him a handful
of wheat from a howl in which she has
kept all day the chip brought har in
the morning. The young man greets
all pregent. And then, in many remote
parts of the country, the father drinks
a glusz of wine to the health of the
Badnyak, and pours wine on the log
It is coneidered most important that
the great log be kept brightly burning
all night. When the log is lighted, the
Young folks run out and fire off guﬁs or
that faet sleo Is announced &
nelghborho \ with much uotsl- al:?d :{-::
POpPPIing of % carms,

The first visitor in every Serbian
home on Christmins morning must al-
ways be the “Polaznik.” He is upsually
a4 nelghbor's son, who arrives very
early armed with a glove full of wheat
At his knock the door is opened and
he “merrily throws the grein at tha
compuny at th fireside and Into tlfe
corners of the m, saying: “Christ is
born!" To which the house mothep re-
pllea by throwing wheat on him, while
all join in exclaiming: “He s born in-
[ T
Taking up a heavy shovel, the Chyist-
48 guest pow strikes the Badnynk
sharp blows, which make thé spnrks
fl¥. while he proncunces good wishes
for edch of the family, the cows, goats
horses, sheap, beés nnd fislds. ‘ITuva,:
kissed his bost, he falle on his knees
and kisses the end of the Baduyak, It
always Is pleced on the fire so that
one end protrudes into the room, The
'olaznik crosses himself o nuguber of

times and then places a smnllcoin on

the log as bis Christmas zift. =
An amusing part of the ceremony is

the custom of pulling out the chalr
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make him fix, by sitting down hard, all
the good wishes he has just uttered.
Afterward he Is wrapped in a shawl
and seated by the Badnyak, while the
voung people exchange kisses across
the log. The shawl or blanket is sup-
posad- to insure thick ersam for the
coming vear, nnd the Kisses of the
shepherds and shepherdegses Lo secure
peate and love among the gheep and
other live stock.

Before the principal meal of Christ-
mus day is eaten all the members of
the family gather in a cirele around

their father with lighted tapers In their
hnnds. Reverently howing their heads,
they liaten to his fervent pravers for
good Tuck. Then all embrace and kiss
one another bhefore sitting down to the

roas pig and the rest of the savery
repast. At the end of the meal all
stand and drink “to the glory of God
and to the glory of Christ's birth!™ aft-
er which special toast the Christmas
ceremonies usually are brought to a
close.

While the sultan's subject=s In Con-

stantinople, the great Osmanli capital,
ire mostly Moslems, Christmas day
there {2 ohserved by many celebrations,
The Greek atholics, Roman Catholics
and Armenlans, as well as other na-
tionalities, al: celebrate (n thelr own
way the feast of the nativity. As the
Mohammedans honor Jesus and the Ko-
ran even maintains the sinleaa Birth of

| Mary, His mother, the day is one whose

observanes is looked upon by the Turks
in & more tolerant spirit than any other
Chrirtinn holday.

"hiristmas - in Constantinopla ta the
Greek hoyvs of the city Is as full of
nofse and fireerackers and the shooting
off nf pistols as was our own ohserv-
ance of the Fourth of July before tha
safe and =ane method of celel rating the
day came In vogue After seryices the
Greelk Church congregation exchange
presents of fruit and flowers fgom home
to home and the poor ars remembtered
k- the gift of a good dinner.
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In Russia, as In Greece, Bulgaria, Ser-
bila and other countries in which the
people &till cling to the ol Julian cal-
endar, Christmas now ecomes thirtesn
days after ours, for December 26 by the
Gregorian calendar is only December
12 by the old style of reckoning. To
make the discrepancy less confusing,
the Orthodox Greeck urch countries
usually give heth dates. Thus St. Nich-
olas' day ls written December 6-19.

“Kolenda" Is the Russian Christmas
eva celebration. The peasauts: go In
bands and serenade the rich mnobles,

their masters. The whole company,
young men and old, scramble in the
snow for the coins tossed them from

the windowsa., Later they enjoy a gay
masqguerade in which the whole coun-
tryside takes part, both sexes dressihig
up in absurd costumes supposed Lo rep-
resent animals] the ldea being to com-
memorate the' fact that Christ was
born Ilo 2 stable among the lrumblest or
the animals.

Russian children peep out into the
dark snowy might on Christmas eve to
wiiteh o glimpse of poor old Babouska,
whose sad story every little Muscovite
ig sure to know. The legend télla that
one night, when caold and weary, she
met & grand procession headed by the
three RKiugs in white robes and goliden

crowns. who told heér “The Christ is
born, Come thou with ue and worship
taem.” But Babouska wns cold gnd

eager to get home. All night she heard
the . Babe cail, and next morning she

thered together o bag of toys and
siarted cut to find Him. But search as
gha may, she never finds the holy Babe,
and @8 she goesa stumbling through the
snow In her valn search she drop‘a
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flavor of thelr old pagan practices, | just as the Polaznik s about to seat |toy on the doorstep of every poor fam-
their very word for Christmas being | himself by the fire, the Idea belng to |y

The Bulgarian peasants, the Germans
and others all share the lezend that
animals are consclous when Christmas

eve comeés round. Many of the coun-
try folks really believe that at mid-
night the sheep awake and march in

procession, and the cattle kneel in their
etalie, while by a holy mirucle all the
heasts are ahle to converse together.
But it is a mortal sin for 2 man to at-
tempt to overhear them; a sin punish-
able with sudden death.
-
K
in Belglum there are Christmas serv-
lces in the churches; but the chlldren
laek the joy of a tree and the presents
and good things which usually accom-
pany the day. Bands of beggars often
go about on Christmas eve singing and
dsking alms, or brend, frem door to
door, but the custom is not encouraged.

Many little Belgian boys and girls
look under their pillows for the engels-
koelk on Christmas morning. believing
that the angel Gabriel himself wdll

have placed the angel cake there,

Among the Poles it 1s commonly be-
lleved that every Christmas eve Christ
ggaln returns to earth as a little babe,
and on the holy night other biblical
oecurrences are thought to take place.
The pure in heart are sald to be able
to see 8t. Jacob's ladder and the angels
descending to earth to scatter thair
gifts of peace and love.

In Ttaly, France and other Homan
Catholie countries the midnight mass
on the night before Christmas is one
of the most impressive services of the
vear. Tha =zltars are made beautiful
with myriads of glowing tapers and
fragrant with the perfume of flowers
and burning incense. The custom Is
common on the night of the nativity to
have ~ miniature representation of the
Holy Babe In the manger. The creche
is often quite complete, not only hav-
ing the figure of the infant, but also
dolla dressed to represent the Virgin
Mother and St. Joseph, and little crude-
1y shaped animals,

Tn Franee and Italy there Is a pretty
custom. It consilsts of giving special
welcome to the first bahe Jeft on
Christmas morning &t the door of the
foundling homes. A handsome cradle
and fine soft linens are made ready,
and the poor little walf is taken In and
given a cersmonious welcome in the
name of the Christ Child.

*
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In Russia, a few days before Christ-
mas, the peasants prepare for the
quaint ceremony known as “bride
choosing.” All the marriageabls young
folks try their fortune by sitting be-
fore little plles of grain. Just at mid-
night a hungry cock is brought in, and
the pile of graln which he first eats
designates the one who will be first
married, and the second the next, and
so on unti! he will eat b more.

The bride chooslng occurs annually
on (Christmas eve, at which time all
the nnmarried girls gather at the house
‘of the elder of the village, where they
sit in a demure row, with their heads
carefully covered by white wveils. The
awains in search of a bride are then
called In, and make thelr selection
without seeing the face of the mirl
Hut, belng a daughter of Eve, the Rus-
sinn maiden wears a particular dress,
or has a bit of ribbon on her shoe, or
other sign, by which her lover may
knoew ber and make no mistake, The
uncovering of the bride seems to be

merely a —copy¥ of the Mohaimmadan
idea. After having been chosen, the
brideRMo-be lozes no time in burrying

her lover to her own home, where her
father takes charge of the regular
betrothal.

in Italy, in tha Val 4l Rose, Italian
highlands, for centuries there has been
the quaint and pretty custom. at
Christmas, of making votlve offerings
at the shrines of the Redeemer of fruit
and flowers, by the peasants, each

arbed in the plcturesque dress of his

wn district. In upper Lombardy, par-
ticularly, musicians wisit the shrines
an accompanied by little chlldren
dressed as angels, make a tour of the
villages and towns, collecting alms,
which are distributad later to the poor
as gifts from the Christ Child.
- .
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In times of psace In Austria-Hungary
the mantion of Christmas brings an an-
ticipatory light of welcome to the eyesa
of patrician and peasant allke. It is
an occasion for joy and sprightly com-
memoration in that Catholic country.
It is a time for carnivals, public cele-
brations, innumerable masses, musicals
and wins partles.

But in war time It is vastly different.
Public functions are discontinued by
tacit agreement, public dancing is pro-
hiblted and the people of the middle
classes devote thelr hollday to modest
home pleasures and the solace of
church worship. Only the very rleh,
who have not really. felt the pinch of
war, usher in the bhirthday of our Ha-
vior with the former joviallty common
to the dual monarchy.

Picture the home of a wealthy Vien-
nesa family on Christmas eve. Bright
lights are burning In every room. In
the air Is the aroma of cooking fowl
CGiay volces ring back and forth through
spacious halls. Guests are arriving,
sweeping layers of fine snow from their
great fur coats and shouting greetings
to thelr friends. It Is Christmas eve and
every one must be happy.

In one room stands a gient pine trae,
its highest branch bending over at the
ceiling, the better to dieplay a gorgeous
creation of “Kristkindchen,” or Santa
Claus, as we know the patron saint of
children. Upon all the other limbs of
the tree, weighing them down almost
to the point of breaking, ara good
things of every description——cookies,
candies molded into odd shapes, tightly
wrapped bundlegs that hint of mysteri-
ous contents, eic. Under the tree are
piled mi\my more zlfta? carefully wrap-

ped to decelve Inquisitive eyes while
arousing curiosity. .

A servant In llvery announces the
feast. Guests In evening dress form &
stately procession and ther about the
table, quivering undef {ts burden of
boiled turkey, baked game, mountains
of mashed white potatoes, other vege-
tables, costly wines of every descrip-
tion—and a few sllces of war bread.
Jokes are passed and puns exchanged
anent the war bread, which is barely
tasted and passed by for whiter and
more edible cakes baked attractively.

The host rises and pronounces his
bleasing over bowed heads, ending with
a prayer for the success of Austrian
arms and tha long life of the emperor.
Always do they mention the revered
Franz Josef In tones of love and loy-
alty. The feast la on.

In due time, when appetites are ap-
peased and the last after-dinner speak-
er has expressed the thoughts then
foremost in his mind, the children, who
have eaten their Christmas eva dinner
in the nursery, a&rs calied forth)and
gather around the great tres for thslr
songs and dances, whils the tallest
man in the assemblage stretches for
the gifts and bestows them with ap-

ropriate greetings upon the persons
or whom they are intended.

Ere the last gift has heen removed
from the trea the clock has struck
midnight and sleepy, happy children
are sent to bed with their nurses, to
arlse for early mass in Maximilian
Platz. The older folks, reaching the
acme of joy, retire to the largest room
in the home and dance well on into the
morning hours, many proceeding di-
rectly from the feast to masses in
progress, Thus is Christmas eve cele-
brated among the rich of Austria-
Hungary, oven Iin wartime—a joyous
round of feasting, drinking, gift dis-
pensing and dancing.

*
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It is a long cry from the rich to the
poor, and as the visitor wades through
the snosws acro#s stubble flelds toward
a faint lamp glow In the home of a
Hungarlan peasant he feels the con-
trast keenly. At a crossroads stands a
wayside shrine. SBnow nas fallen upon
the tiny roof, Lut the shnine is un-
touched. Kneeling in a ha¥ circle be-
fore it In the snok aré a deozen or more
peasants, mostly women and children.
Nons of them are wearing their wvarl-
colored, gaudy hol‘.dug’ dresses, and in
their faces is nt ook of worryand grief.
They are praying dillzently, and now
and then one raises her arms and voice
in an outburst of pieading that strikes

2 sympathetic chord among the othefd
who respond in unison:

“Oh, God, zive us peace!™

Finally they rise and leave, aingly
and in groups, retiring to their home:s
with howed heads, the children stum-
bling through the snow with faces toc
sober for little ones on Christmas ave—
a snowy Christmas eve, when Santa
Claus ¢an travel best.

A mother and two chlldren enté:
their home, consisting of two rooms
one for cooking and eating. ths othes
for sleeping. In one corner of the bed-
room siznds a spruce tres decorated
with cheap bits of dyed rags, home-
made paper dolls and an occasional
ziass ball. There are some shapeles:
cookies, a present or two wrapped In
coarse brown paper, and over all hangs
the Madonna of the Tear.

The kitchen table is set for a suppet
of veal, coffce and war bread, of which
the little family partake in silence, Al
the conclusion of the meal the mothar,
with a slight shrug of her shoulders
and a cast of her hands, motlonsa the
children to the bedroom, whila she
lingers to gaze dry-eyed upon a faded
photograph of her husband in his first
military unlform. At last shes rists
and silently removes the presents from
tha tree, standing by while her <-1_1'.‘.-
dren’s black eyes sparkle and their tiny
tongues prattle over the cheap gifts.

It iz not yvet 10 o'clock when the timae
has come for bed, The little family
kneal before the trese In the unc-*rl:\l'n
light of the lamp and the mother’s
earnest voice plexds softly and ci_s_-arls
in the silence of the slmbm:' home:

“g)n, God, we pray you ito care [o®
our father and fhusband, and r-roree:
him from the bullsts of the enemy tha
he may return to us azaln. For we
need him. Amen.

condition of the Indians
and Aleuts of Alaska

Indians of Alsska and the

“ Alsuts are children of naturs and

dependents of the nation in =
and their condition gives concern
to the government authoritles whose
duty it i1s to srotect them and to ald
them in the ways of progress. The
home of the Thiinget Indians is In
southarn Alaska, from Yakutat o
Ketchikan, and, while thelr ancestors
wers like tha Aleuts, they are today
vastly different in looks, language and
habit. Ths Aleuts live on the islands i
southwestern Alaska, along the coam!
of the Alaska peninsula, and ns Iax
north as ths Pribilof Islands and Bris-
tol bay. E. Lester James, then deputy
commissioner of fisherles, in & raport
of Alasks investigations, sald thal
nothing In Alaska interested him more
or appealed to him more than ths In-
dlans and the Aleuts, from the fael
that their lives, surrounded by condl-
tions naw and distasteful to them, are
being made more unfortunate each day.
The white man, he said, has come Inte
thelr territory? In many cases infring-
ing on thelr prior and just:righta. The
saloon, he said, prevails in '_whn.r.evm
jands the white man settles, and lzu
had, it is charged, more to do with
the undeing and ruination of the Indian
and the Aleut than all other causes
put together, and whera saloons are
not to be found liguor reaches them Ino
the guise of pay and bribes,

The Indians and the Alsuts were al
one time physically and mentally
strong, but the influences that havae
surrounded them for ths past fifty
yvears have lowered their standard, un-
til fn many cases and in meny locall-
tias they Are On & Very low plane. Be-
cause of the easy living which thess
people made for unnumbered genera.
tions befors the coming of strangera
among them, it I= =aid that they have
now become as a class Independent,
jazgy and unreliable. The white man, it
is charged, has done littls to encourage
their uplift, and is largely to blame for
the demoralized condition of mind and
body of the native.

Last season thera were about 4,000
Indians and Aleuts employed in the
canning and fishing Industry of Alaska,
That is about one-third of the .total
number of natives living on the coas!
of Alaska, or aboul one-sighth of the
entire number in the whole  territory,
but with those natives who at times
are willing to work there are inany
labor troubles.
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