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STANDING BEHIND THE GOVERN-
MENT.

The manner in which the large man-
nfacturing plants of the country, re-
gardless of what their product Is at
the present time, are beinz offered td
the government indicates the rescurces
which this nation has at hand to sup-+
port the position which has been taken
by thiz government in connection with
Germary. While some of the largest
ordnance and steel manufacturing
cancerns in the country are included
in the steadily growing lst, they are
by no means confined to those lines of
production.

Conspicuous is the position taken

v Henry Ford who has offered jn the
event of nocessity to place his entire
factory a# the disposal of the go =
ment without a cont of personal pMbfit,
and this in spite of the fact that Mr.
f'ord is foremonst in the ranks of pa-
cifists. But Mr. Ford makes it plain
that there are limits bevond which his
peace ideas will not o and he indi-

cates that that stage has been
reached.
Mr. Ford {s therefore in line with

the others who are ready to respond
to the nstion’s ¢zll. It represents the
proper spirit of Americanism., and
what has been offered by him and oth-
ers Is only what the zovernment had
r right to expeect. It will take some
time to met such an array of manu-
facturing establishments organized for
efficient production but it can he done
and should It be necessary to take
the step it would be found that this
country could produce the needed
kupplles over and above those already
on hand in a comparatively short time,

THE NEUTRALS' DECISION.

There can be no great cause for
surprise in the declination of those
neutral nations, which bhave answered,
to join with the United States in sev-
ering diplomatic relations with Ger-
ma%y because of the new policy it is
engaging in of unrestricted naval war-
fare. As has been pointed out they
are in & different position than the
United States, for, even though they
may not have .taken the same stand
in tha past as this country and de-
clared that Germany would be held to
striet accountability, it must be real-
ized that they are situated in a much
different manner geographically even
though theéir sentiments may be in en-
tire accord with the action of this
country. To Dbreak relations would
simply mean to invite Invasion and
bear the brunt of the results,

Thus the position of Switzeriand can
be well appreciated when It declares
that it s &= case of life and death
with It and decides that it must main-
'ain its meutrality under the existing
rircumstaneces. The situation Is much
the same with Holland and Denmark.
While Sweden must needs give serious
ronslderation to any such step, Nor-
way and Spain are a lijile more re-
moved but it would not a very dif-
fAcult problem for the central powers
to rush ints the first four and gather
In quantities of supplies which are so
greatly needed, but which the coun-
'rles that now possess them must take
sare to preserve. for thely own con-
sumption. These countries are there-
fore giving consideration to themselves
first, and under the cirocumstances
their ecourse cannot be Ilooked upon
vtl}erwlse than: being a rational one.

MUST RESPECT CONFIDENCES.

Tnasmuch as it has been’ established
by the Investfeation committae that
the leak regarding the president's
peace note was caused by two men
engaged In newspaper work, or writers
at ljeast who combined othér things
with thelr newspaper work, steps of
a.most decisive character must be
taken by the members of the news-
paper fraternity in Washington either
to put the screws upon the peddiers of
such conf tial information or else
=ee that do not get it from those
to whom it Is 1y given.

g

:

is entrusted to them. The correspond-
ents must realize themselves that they
must protect the goose that lays the
golden egx. -

msn:' AN VESSELS. |
in s have been

German vessels laid up in the ports
af the United States, because of the
war and the danger which would be
encountered should they attempt to
=ail, have been seriously damaged by
thefr officers or members of the crews,
In some Instances this has taken place
in spite of the fact that the vessels
are in charge of civil officers in this
country because suits against them
aré pending. HBEstimates of the dam-
nge which has been done to the ma-
chinery of the lners and freighters
reach the sum of $30,000,000, thouzh
this is not all based upon actual in-
spections. 2

But what i= the meaning of this de-
structive work? Germany is polnting
to the fact that the treaty between
the United States and Prussia dated
1999 ahd reaMrmed In 1828 provides
for the protection of such property.
and it has been reported from Wash-
‘ington that the administration has not
intended seizing the =ships in  any
cvent. - It is certain, however, that
whatever was done "with them would
not be done In excess of our rights.

It would appear therefore that this
creat damage, or whatever damage
has actually been done on these ships,
has come as the result of Germany
judging this eountry In accordance
with what H would do itself. With
the action taken simultaneously there
is the best of reasons for believing
that it was done in accordance with
directlons, and that gives further rea-
sow for the belief that the interpreta-
tion which this country placed upon
the German note wis just what was
expected regardless of the statement
of Berlin officials to the contrary.

END THE PORK.

If reports which come from Wash-
ingten are correct there Iz a growing
sentiment for the abandonment of the
pork barrel appropriations. And why
shouldn’t there be? This country is
facing some large appropriativns in
preparation for war even though it
may be hoping for peace. Those ap-
propriations will run up into figures
which are unusmal even in congress
and it is but proper that all the avail-
able fundes which are at command
ehould be turned to such use.

It is unreasonable to think that con-

will insist upon making sppro-
tions for public buildings in in-
significant hamlet® throughout. the
country, which are not entitled to such
structures even when the United
States treasury is flush, or of fatten-
ing up the rivers and harbors appro-
priations just to get certain sections
taken care of, when the work can be
deiayed as well as not and such delay
would cause no harm to the locality
or to the government.

It is the time of all times for a re-

vision of opinion on the part of the
‘poric advocates. There are greater
needsto he taken care of and the mii-
lions which wonld be put Into nesd-
less projects under normal condi-
tions better be utilized in some other
way.
Unjustified appropriations ought to
be vetoed by the president anmd they
undoubtedly would be, but congress
ought to be able to see the need of
putting the money into other channels
without waiting to have the sugges-
tion come through & refusal of the
president to approve their action.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
That “leak™ investigation at Wash-
ington appears-to be undergeing al-
most a total ecclipse.

Patrjotissn and loyalty are always to
be desired, but this is certainly *‘u
time for the jingo to let loose.

The plumber, has to joln hands with
the icemen {in*.«declaring these cold
snaps aré great things for business,

In spite of the efforfs in behalf of
daylight saving there is strong evi-
dence that civilization I= pushing the
clock backward Instead of ahead.

this method to
shorten the war, it declares, Ger-
many is talking the same way that
Rumania did on a recent memorable
ceccasion.

Germany takes

Conditions have been so0 changed
that a good many people will have an

apportunity to make alterations in
their views regarding the value of
preparedness.

Now that General Pershing has

reached American Soil with his troops,
Carranza will have nothing to Inter-
fere with his putting down of the ban-
dit menace.

The man on the cormer says: The
ground hog may be a cloxed incident,
but that is mere than can be said
about the chap who holds onto the
end of the seat.

Those U;Ited ‘States diplomats who
have been looking after the interests
of the b:*xeﬂmt natlons will now
have an reciated rest. And where
they Iay down their tasks others of
course must tzke them up. .

It is a noticeable fact that the Ger-
man order of ungestricted naval war-
‘are is having no affect upon the sail-
ing_of British shigls. Possibly Great
Britain is of the impression that it
wiil amount to no more than the aerial

attacks.

Complaint has been lodged with the
New York Bar association ‘becauss a

ing gum. And when one stops to thisk
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magistrate fined a witness for chew- |

being natural for Imogene
quiet. She hurled herself
neck and beat me raptuously with her
fists,

“*‘Henry!" she cried. ‘It's
1 see how we can have the new

%

ve for you, eith-
Why didn't 1 think of it before!
You wouldn't mind *getting up earler
mornings and I already have that per-
fectly dariling smock gand
foppy haﬂl;“md then, besides, I can

what to do with!"

“By this time I was putting Imogene

find the doctor in.
. She sald it wouldn't
with the washing, either,
was not high. At this I began to
shake, because I thought it was all
over at Jast and a padded cell for Imo-
gene, whom I love in spite of the life
ghe leads me.

“I'nen she grew more coherent. She
sald if a mere farmer's wife with mil-
lions of other things to atiend to
could make so much money thera was
na reason why she, dévoting her whole
time to it mext summer, could not
grow a small fortune's worth of bel-
ladonna in our back wvard., which at
present served no other purpose than
a spot In which to dry clothes.

“i'Belladonna!" 1 ecried, horrified.
“Why, that's rank poison! You'll be
known as the ia. of the neighbor-
hood and the ommunity will be
strgwn with and dogs and chick-
ens that have sampled your shrub-

I STORIES OF THE WAR

¢ Million Women at Work.

Almost a milllon women—exactly
988,500—have entered all kKinds of po-
&itions held by men before the war
began, and of this number necarly all—
ex::tly 233 000—were actually substi-
tuted for men called to the front or
diverted to other war activities.

This is shown in a survey of the
whole movement toward woman labor
sinca the outbreak of the war, made
officially by the British labor depart-
ment, with data down to the last two
months. It shbws 3,281,000 women now
employed in a1l branches of Industry
and commerce, or about a million more
than when the war began. It is this
new million of women workers one
sees at every turn, on the tramways
and motorbuses taking fares, in the
government offices taking the pluce of
the men clerks, in the hotels and res-
taurants as waiters and cushiers, in
banks and business houses, and run-
ning cinemas. theatres, public houses,
and the whole range of business ac-
tivities.

Just how far this has gone the gov-
ernment has now figured out to a
nicety- In banking and flinunce, for
instance, there were only $,500 women
employed before the warr; now * the
number has increased four-fold to 48.-
500. In government departments. also
the women workers have Increased
from 66,000 to 133,000, displacing men
in all but 3,000 cases. In Industrial
trades the increase of women has been
of which

greatest, reaching 393,000,
314,000 replaced men. Another wverzr
large increase of women s in the

zovernment ammunition works, where
there were 2,000 before the war and
117,000 now. The government figures
give the entire 117,000 as directly re-
placing men.

In commercial eccupations, clerks in
stores, offices, ete, the increase of
women is 268,000, of which 184000 re-
placed men. In professional occupa-
tions, connected with the law, medi-
cine, maguzine ‘and newspaper work,
etc., tha increase of women is 15000,
of which all have replaced men. A
curious fact is that each woman has
replaced about two men in hotels, pub-
lic houses, cinemas, theatres, etc, the
increase of women being 15,000 and
the displacement of men ‘30,000.

Op buses, trams and varlous kinds
of - transgprt service the women have
increased 41,000, the entire number re-
placing that number of men. Men
teachers are also largely replaced: al-
so men on municipal transport work,
the total inerease of women In this line
being 24,000, of which 31,000 replaced
men. In farm work many men have
been drawn off for the war, but few
women have replaced them. The men
on farms replaced by women ls given
st 20.000 while the number of women
farm workers is 20,000, and the in-
crease since the war only 500. Women
nurses have increased 34,000 since the
War.

Summing up the substitotion of
woman for men, the government state-
ment says there has been an increase
of 150,000 since last July In the num-
ber of women directly replacing men.
This shows a slight check in the rate

repl In trades, like
clothing and textlles, women workers
have decreased probably because they
were able to get better wages in the
many new flelds now opening to them.
Iin October 40 per cent of the textile
firms reported they were unabie to get
all the women they required so that
while the =upply of women workers
has increasecd, the demand s also In
creaxing in many branches. -

This replacement of men by women
i=s introducing new elements in ecaon-
omic and socia] conditions which wiil
have to be worked out when peace
comes. The women are doing the
men's work quite as well as the men,
so that a new element of competition
is Introduced between, the eexes. Thse
woman have the advantage of posses-
=ion of the million places, and it re-
maing to be seen whether they will
hold them, or whether there will be
another displacement, of women foT
men, when the millon men come back.
Many co : have prom-
ised to take ‘hack men. but wheth-
er this means'displgcing the '
keepl both, is
or :

of the great chewing contests
which £ 0 fn & court reom the Bro- |bat
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perspade Mr. Graham -not to build the
he was talking about—and did

1 think that possibly she could get the

back yards clear down the block.

“You will recall that the plan was
for me to arise early mornings and
weed the belladonna feld, and as I
saw it grow I realized that something
must be done quickly and eflectively.
I told Imogene that while it was a
wonderful scheme and a credit to her
I couldn't permit my wife t nter
vulgur trade. T sald =he had nded
me sorely by the suggestion, and that,
while some women were fitted to toll
roughly, she was far too delicate and
Jovely to think of such a thing. No,
I sald, T wond conti to slave down-
town instead of I ng her labor
among the belladonna fields for me.
And after weepiug a littie she =aid
mayvbhe 1 was right and it would be
too hard on her.

“So [ shan't have to get up before
davlight and don overalls next sum-

er after all, and the nelighbors are

in speﬂkin;_: to us—buot it was a nar-

row escape’
“Huh! Yen thrive on them,” said
the man from Woodlawn. ‘*Danlel

had nothing on you!"—Chicago News.
-
LETTERS TO THE EPITOR

The Health Department of City and
” Town. 4

Mr. Editor: It would seem to the
casual obgserver that while the osten-
sible purpose of the bill of Senator
Barnes now before the Ilegislature
sacks to promote efficlency and efon-
omy In the administration of the
health department ‘of town and city,
that this resuit couid have easily been
accomplished had our representatives
in the general assemblygof 1915 kept
their ears closer to the ground and
heeded the voices of the people and
mitcde at least an attémpt to defeat the
passage of the law which forced med-
ical inspection on the schools of the
town. On three different occasions
our clitizens in town meeting assembled
and volced an emphatic protest nst
the prassage of such a measure, but
there is no evidence at hand that the
gentiemen who represented the town
of Norwich 214 our senatorial district
at the session of 1515 pald the slight-
est heed to the demands of the people
at that time. With the legitimate ap-
plication of the police power of the
stute for Lhe protection of the public
he=zith by wise and humane measures,
with its Wtary regulation and con-
trol of emics and contagious dis-
eases the citizens of Norwich have had
no controversy; but when as has been
the case In most towns throughout the
cpuntry, this power is prostituted to
base and selfish ends; when  its
minions Invade the dom?: of pri-
vate medical copinion an practice;
when it forees upon protecting citi-
zens medical measures that destroy
health and caygse disease we feel en-
tirely Jjustified in protesting. We
hold that the state has no more right
to invade the domain of theapentics
than it has to invade the domain of
religion. Both are necessarily and
inherently matters of personal and
private judement, That this school
legislation had for ils purpose the
compuisory vaccination of the chil-
dren o our schoois no one who has
watchaed the trend of events medical
for many vears can doubt.- As such
legisiation was and still is unnege:
many of us are led to conclude that
the animus was political rather than
altruistic . There has been no at-
tempt to show that the officials of
either town or city health departments
have failed to render good and efficient
service in the legitimaie discharge of
their duties. However. in sk much asa
we ace to have an opportunity afforded
us to talk over our affairs in town
meeting once more it looks as if we
conuld with perfect propriety ask a few
pointed questions for the purpose of
learning how expensive Lthe medical
end of our educational system is. So
far as ean be learmed by the inquir-
ing citizen it does not ap r to be
considered any of the public’s businesa.
There is a lurking suspicion however,
that the sum to be expended is much
In excess of that voted at the annual
town meeting of 1915. _

Now., Mr. Editor, permit us a word
concerning the change from the form-
er district system of condunting our
schools {o that now in vogue. When
this change was originally proposed
we were led to believe that its purpose
was to save excessive expense in ad-
ministration, to produce greater effi-
ciency in schalarship, and above all
things to keep our schools out of poli-
tics. Would it not be well to investi-
gate this phase of our school affairs?
In short should we not do as all ef-
ficient business corporations do at the
present day, take an inventory, so
that we may act intelligently on this
question which most votl_ll{,
us as a m:nim:lty'.’ Shou
find it desirablé to revert to the district
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who 1 un-
orstand is a cripple, and s fAghting
hard to get a living honestly, and who
through this new Sunday
lose his best day's earnings.

I dom’t think,

sale of some things and stops oth-
ere. i

I wish to call your attention to the
stand Mayvor Brown took Monday ev-
ening at the council meeting when he
spoke on the case. He said that eig-
arettes and tobacco dre purchased not
to take home, but to be

¥ are purchased. ¥

ny men he ever saw smoke all the
cigarettes oc tobacco where the pur-
chase was made. As a rule all peo-
ple who purchase tobacco on Sunday
take it home in a package and smoke
for a little pleasure.

Smoking after ali is a luxury. Why
not cut out the luxury and allow the
necessity, such as fruit to be sold
Fruit can be used where anybody Iy
sick, 1 thereofore think that Mayor
Brown iz entirely wrong in the stand
he ha= taken with John Stefanos.

If AMayor Brown wishes to enforce
the Sunday law why doesn’t he put a
stop to everything just the same as
the Jews did when theéy enforced
the Saturday sabbath law. They en-
forced it to such extent that they ever
prohibited the carryving of money in a
man's poclket. Perhaps if the city of
Norwich tried something like that it
would be more satisfactory to all the

peopie.
A READER!
Norwich, Feb. 6, 1917.

'OTHER VIEW POINTS

Everybody would prefer that every
immigrant coming to this country
should know how to read and write
But of all undesirable qualities In
immigrants, illiteracy is perhaps the
ienst objectionable. Ior it is most
easily remedied. We cannot put a
new brain in an idiot, 2 new charae-
ter in a criminal. But given a sound
body. a sound bLrain and a sound
character, we have the ‘undamentals
of desirable citizenship—we can ndd
the education ourselves.

The children of illiterates are doing
the best work in our schools. One
generation wipes out the I[gnorance.
And we could remove the stigma of
illiteracy from most of the parents

if we took the trouble. . They are
willing.—New London Telegraph.
The Connecticut board of heaith

adrises: “Take time to walk —or
make time to walic. The pernicious
habit of hopping on a troliey car to
g0 a block or two robs many of the
necessary healith-preserving exercise
they should have. Walk for health!”
The recommendation is sound . but
why should those wha ride In auto-
mobiles be left out? The inveterate
users of motor cars need to be told
to walk more quite as much as the
rest of us. Nowhere is the ridinz
habit easier to acquire than where
an automobile i= at heck and ecall
Even the rikers who desam the trol-
ley car a necessity would often be
advantaged by keeping their neckels
in their own pockets, and thereby im-
viging more ph¥sical and mental vig-
or. We are all sinners when it com
to the fallure tdé keep in touch wl!
the open.—Springfield Republican.

An Encglishman In an expensive
New York hotel broke the glasg and
punched the auxillary fire alarm but-
ton. He wanted the “lift,” which Is
Londonese for “elevator” He got a
battalion of fire apparatus and a fire
collection of hard looks. Over In
New Jersey a man deposited a-few
hundred circulars in a new rubbish
can. He wanted to mall them. They
were later retrieved Ifrom the ecily
dump. Some time ago a New York
citizen opened a fire alarm box and
pulled the hook. He wantd to mall
a letter, but, like the Englishman, he

achieved fire apparatus and hard
looks. The peint is that these three
men and hundreds like them who
dajly rise tg rarefield heights of

boneheadedness, could easily pass the
literacy test which congress (= trying
to erect between the immirrant and
the land promise—Waterbury Amer-
fean. =

New London has a bill asking the
genera] assembly to appropriate =a
modest 3$500,000 for the construction
of 2 grain elevator—at New London.
The object must to keep the
$1,000,000 state pier at New London

e soing. ious]

e cautio in thie
matter beeause ev state ’uuanm
are not inexhausti and Tbecause

BE CAREFUL WHAT

TAKE FOR A GOLD

The m'uhuuudmmr “which many
-ummr'mmtm‘ depend on for

. FIREMAN'S
NEMESIS

| One Reel Drama

“Some Bravery”
Comedy

FEATURE
FILM PLAYS

Concert
Orchestra

S -
TODAY AND TONIGHT

MADAME PETROVA
The Black Butterfly

BURTON HOLMES TRAVEL SERI

ES Il CHRISTIE COMEDY

COMING FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

Dustin Farnum in “The Parson of Panamint”

DAVISTH

Jau WA

),

EATRE

—
NEW SHOW TODAY
ALL BIG FEATURE
ACTS AND PHOTOPLAYS

v

TWENTW MILES
SPECIAL SCENERY

Boy Scout ™
ndent

America’s Youngest
War Corres

Oklahoma Four
In a Whirlwind Novelty Western Comedy Frolic

FROM NO WHERE"
ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

CO.
l In the Screami Comedy Sketch
“GETTING THE MONEY"

—IN—
THE HOUSE BUILT UPON SAND
Part Triangle Feature

plant, boller,

dock, a ship-building
engine and machine shops, a fire-boat
and eventually a ship to use these fa-
cillties,

The ship alone will be a consider-

able item of expense and as New
London, with all her available wealth,
makes no effort to provide one, and
as nobody who owns a #hip thinks
enough of our unapproachable harbor
to approach it and tie up his ship at
our million dollar state dock, we sup-
Ppose the state of Connecticut must
eventually spend a couple million
dollars for a ship to use the New
London wharf. Otherwise it will be
necessary for Byran . Mahan to glve
up the postmastership and run for
representative to the general assem-
bly once more.

“Ask and ye shaill receive™ is New
London’s motto.—Waterbury Republi-
can.

We are no lomger as sure of life as
we were a wech ago, but we refuse to
gurrender our faith In the triumph
af right. It is no time 10 speculate.
it is time' for calm reason to hold
We have confidence fin our
government, and the men who are In
eharge of it We assure them of
our support and of the support of
every right-minded Ameriean. We
had no hand in the miking of the
wer, nor in the prolongation of It
Our volce when raised. has been for

sway.

| forcement

peace., It Is now raised for national

To Make

Doctor Says It
Eyesight 50 per

Schemer Skinny Schemes

Co*‘ Plgtuu
CONCE ORCHESBTRA

bonor and national Integrity;: for the
rights of neutral nations: for the en-
of iInternational obliga-
for the principles of humanity
we are ready as

tions:
Lt cagne what may
nation to meet

a unlte} ’ iL—New
Haven Journal-Courler,

Any incHnation shown by th e legis-
Iature toward economy should be en-
couraged. But It la possible, by an
unwise parsimony towards the de-
velopment of projects that the state
has underway, to do more barm than
could be repalred by twice the money
asked for the continuance of the
work. This is particularly true In re-
gard to road maintenance. ThLe
highway department should be en
a sufMcient sum to make possible the
retention of the state highways at
least In thelr present form =mnd the

ling In of the cld stretches betwevn
the links of trunk. highway. Thal is
aefficiency and ecomnoemy, too. Where
the old roads are fraying out and dis-
integrating they should be peplacod
with permanent highways that wiil
stand the heaviest of traffic. In this
way only can the sum approprinte]
for good roads be intelligently ex-
pended and made to produce resulrm.
Neglect of the roads we.-have or
fajlure to replace those which are go-
ing to the bad wounld work ruin In
a short time to our system of high-
ways.—Ansonia Sentinel.

Amazing Power of Bon- Opto

Weak Eyes Strong

Strengthens

cent in One

Week’s Time in Many Instances

-

A Free Prescription You
Filled and Use at Home

Yictims of eye strain and other eye
weaknesses and those who wear glasses,
will be glad to knmow that according to
Dr. Lewis there iz real hope and help for
them. Many whose eyves were failing say
they have had their eyes restored by this

Can Have

remarkable prescription and many who
onece wore gay they have thrown
them away. e mAn sSays,

it: “I was almost blind. Could not see
Now 1 can read

ully. Now they
It was like a miracle to me,

& L
was bothered with eye strain eluuod"-
overworked, tired eyes, which

across the street now, which several
{un hlITE l«m&e‘!‘:'t like : dim fo blur
O me n Q:'Pm

it b donaf:r me. ™y Joy St what

able time and multitudes more will
able to strengthen their eyes so us to be
spared the trouble and umu of ever
fﬂilll glasses. KEye trou of many
escriptions may be wonderfully beaetfiad
by the use of this prescription at home.
Lt to any active drug stof® and get a
bottle of Bon o tablets. Drop ons
Bon-Opto tablet in a fourth of a glass of
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