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taught and departs to the farms of
Maine there comes an equal number
trooping in with their blankets and
good dispositions, etc.

Prof. George D. Simmons of the Uni- - i

versity of Maine is in charge of theagricultural projects of Winthrop Cen- - ,

ter camp. The general discipline and
military instruction are under the di
rection of Lieut. Fred D. McAlaray, a
retired officer of the National Guard, of
Waterville, Me. The way he has
mapped out the day for the lads of the
reserve has all the earmarks of a busy
business. The first call is at 5:30. This
means rise and dress. Flag raising
and reveille come ten minutes later,
followed by assembly at 5:45. Mess
call sounds at 6:15, while chapel is held
at 7 o'clock. Such rapid-fir- e motion
goes throughout the day until, at 8:30,
taps are heard and all is quiet. Sev-
eral hundred boys already have been
trained.

From Arthur F". Payne, who is acting
director of the reserve in New York
state, there oomes the report that
"there has been a decided reversal in
the attitude of the farmers toward
these boys, as they are now very glad
to have them. Of all the boys sent out
F.......r - , Viiii- -...... V- n -. 1 ritv nn!v....... rnnrtpen. . .

have returned. I feel that this is a
remarkable showing. The farmers are
doing their share and are treating the
boys carefully for the first week or so,
studying them and making the very
best use of their individual abilities."

!

"The reserve,' sum .in. xirtu, li..,,.
director, "is asking the state and other
organizations under which the boys are
working to see to it that careful and
frequent inspection is made of the con- -
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Special Corr-po-n fiance tI.T-
Wafihington,p. Aug 1917.

NE of the - very latest "Subjects
tor study- - in the new curricu-
lum created by wai- - is boys.
A summer semester in this

course has been undertaken . by men
scattered over the country and ordi- - granization," jaid an authority on the

''' at the general headquartersnarily ?ubec';.engaged in straightening out here, is working through state and
. quite different problems.. And prob- - ;,oral bodies merely aiming to

lernB'" is the word, according" to the ordinate the work of these various.
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WILLIAM C HALL
t Sew York city, who Is Servian a

stional director of United States
Boys' Working Reserve.

their employers, but from the state,
which the farmers reimburse. A Junior
Volunteer is paid $1 a day and his
board. He is also supplied with a
khaki uniform and a pair of good
boots. His railroad fare to and from
his home is given him, besides trans-
portation from, the camp to the fam

.and back each day.

There is a veritable New England
system connected with such generosity,
however, and the . number of articles
compulsory for each volunteer to bring
from home might be, in size, akin to
that which a freshman dreams of dur-
ing the summer preceding his entrance
to college. A blanket, a dress hat,
swimming tights, cocoa butter for sun-
burn, a Bible and a good disposition
are a few of the numerous require-
ments.

Rev. M. H. Wakefield of the Baptist
Church at Windsor, Me., once chief
herdsman on a famous farm in Massa-
chusetts, lectures on the subject of
cows, and gives practical lessons in the
delicate business of milking. More than
half of these boys have had experience
working on farms, however, and they
will not need so much drilling and tu-
toring.

It is claimed that discipj-n- e is the
watchword of the Y. M. C. A. camp at
Winthrop Center, overlooking Lake
Cobosseecontee. These lads in the
khaki suits, having practical demon-
strations given them upon matters
vitally concerned with farm work, pre-
sent a training camp no less than sim-
ilarly uniformed soldiers getting into
readiness for the business of war.
There is room for 300 in this camp.
and just as soon as the full quota is

which cannot be controlled in the or-
dinary field, does not operate adversely
against the pen. It has moisture,
drainage, ventilation and all the con-
ditions necessary to good potato grow-
ing practically insure a perfect crop.

Aside from the enormous yield the
saving of labor and of land by this
method, are strong factors in its favor.
Also, when outside conditions are un-
favorable the production can be carried

ditions under which the boys are work-
ing. The federal organization does not
aim to take the place of any of the
state or other associations formed to
do similar work, hut merely to co-o- r-

dinate the work so that the best resultsmay be obtained in mobilizing the boys
of the nation for doing their best in
tne present emergency."

New York alone asks for the
of mure than 20,000 boys foragricultural purposes. The recent cen-

sus of farm help in this state, with agreater population than any other, re-
veals the fact that there are 18.000 lesslaborers employed on its farms duringthis year than there were during theprevious year. while nearly 50.000young people born and raised in therural sections of the Empire state haveleft the scenes of their childhood forthose of the cities. There are thirtvenmps of New York city boys scatteredover the state.

Arthur TT. Wilsron. an assistant to Mr.
Hall in his capacity as national director,
left Washington during the latter part
of June to visit various fruit districtsin New York and later discuss condi
tions with ofhe-er- s of the state organ- -
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tnuumriv sua i affect the Questions ofmore intensive recruiting methods, so
as to aid the farmers in securing' thedesired help. The idea of sending bovsfrom other states to New York harvestfields and fruit districts is also underdiscusnlon by this group of interestedmen.

" r i nn irr i fa --.ttlni, iti.l. 1 .1

prejudice and now admit thai th nre- -
fer city boys to the kind of labor on
which they have been obliged to deoendduring the harvest season in previousyears," Mr. Hall told a correspondentrecently. "The demand for hoys on
farms." he slid, "Is greater in many
placesthan can yet he filled. In many
sections farmers usid to pick up what-ever unskilled labor they could find.
This year they are beginning to realize
that clean, healthy yeunfr men who are
willins lo work and have a sense ofresponsibility are far better than cheap,
uncertain and irresponsible labor.

"While inexperienced erfty men seem
to bo failures on the farms, the inex-
perienced city boys are commendable.
It is probable that In New York, at
least, as one remit of this experience,

s after this year will call for
boys as harvest helpers. Thousands of
boys are now gaining valuable experi-
ence.

"From Pennpyl vri ia reports come that,
from among sovonty-cig- ht lads who
went to work nji farms in Mercer county

tall but four were satisfactory to their
s. ;ov. Brumbaugh of that
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ly felt the shortage In labor and need-
ed help to maintain crop In other
parts of the Keystone state there are
thousands of boys who have gone into
the fields for the summer. The lads
working close to the Citv of Brntherlv
love are directly under the auspices of
the Fhiladelph'a mobilization commit-
tee.

m

In Indiana fifty boys have befn called
for to work in onion fields, many hun-

dreds of acres having been planted with
that more useful than fragrant vr;rtahl.
In Connecticut the camps were started
by J. A. Van Dus, secretary of the New
Haven Y. M. CL A. At one of these camps
they are using the grandstand of the fair
grounds for a lodging house. In Cali-
fornia and New Jersey many thousands
of city boys are organised Into rtvervs
bands' for picking fruit, helping to har-
vest grain and working in vineyards and
cranberry bogs.

The. intensive training camps which have
been established by local nrpanita'inns
for boys outside of New York, t'hllad-l-lhl- a.

New Haven and some other larff
cities have been proving of excellent ad-
vantage in fitting the hoys to make Rood
from the start on the farms. In most of
these places they have been unable to
hold the lads during the full iraniig
period, since fanners have taken them
away.

In no way has the boys' working reserve
anything to do wilh the bdy pr
who farms or irardens fr hi? own
and It is also to be from ,'
prrmnnent work of the emphymcnl rv-ice

conducted for men and hoy by
immigration bureau of the Department of
Labor.

H'?ys must be physically fit for work.
ir.u-- t b at least sixteen and r- - more
than twenty-on- e years of Hge Tney rnU't
secure the' consent of their parent rr
miardianH to enter the reserve force.
There is sufncient y connected
with the wnrkirgs of the organisation to
render the idea, of bctnf? h iart of It
worthy the serious con:;ld ration of your.g
men.

There is an "oath of service'' wh'rh
they sign and which is signed lv the
enrolling ofllcer of t'?e district. Rut en-
rolling does not conM i t wte ineinbersK ip In
the reserve until the applicant Is fomallv
accepted hy being licensf-- In wear the
official badge furnished !' t!.e leserva.
Various conditions are auarlied to t'::.
When the applicant has provM hln
by actual work for th- - prind stated, he I

fiven the official bronze bnrine. and at t're
end of the year ll17. providr-- he has
worked faithfully, he itihv receive a
bronze bar to be attached to t;ie r

part of the bridge, on which is Inscribed;
"Honorable Service, 1fl7."

The I'nited States divided info s't-tee- n

zones for organization p'irpoefl.

riircctor. llliam f.. Hall. The ns'lnnnl
committee consists or the several states
or their appointees and the leader of
the national boy organization. There
are traveling organizers, too. All are
sworn into federal service.

are startling. The average yield of
potatoes to the acre Is 2."0 bushel. Rr
the new method it is. possible to rslse
2S.0OO bushels to an acre of grojnd
space. As a solution for the h' h lozt
of living, the idea seems well worth a
trial.

The Old Spirit.

)jM OW that we Americans are in this
war," paid Booth TsrklnTton the

other day, "we'll show the allies that
we've still got the old bridge builder's
spirit.

"Stonewall Jackson, you know, hada bridge builder calied old Miles. Mileswas very necessary to Jackson because
the flimsy bridges on the line of marchwere continually being swept away by
the floods or destroyed by the enemy,
and in these contingencies Miles was a
Jewel. He could run you up a bridge
in the time it would take another man
to make the measurements.

"One day the Union troops burned a
bridge across the Shenandoah. Stone-
wall Jackson called old Miles to himand said:

" "You must put all young men to work.Miles, and you must keep them at It allnight, for I've got to have a bridgeacross this stream by morning. Myengineer will draw up the plans foryou.'
"Well, early the next morning Jack-son, very much worried, met old Miles." 'See here." he said, dubiously: 'howabout that bridge? Did the engineergive you the plana?
"Old Miles took the cigar from hismouth and flicked the ash off with asneer.
"General.' he said, 'the bridge la

done. I dunno whether the picter la ornot.'

Our Failures.
p EX. GOETHALS was talking about

a man who had not succeeded Inlife.
"From the start," the general said,"he was one of those chaps who pride

themselves on tho excellence of theirexcuses."

state reccnrly issued a proclamation rn zone in under a district dlrn irr,
for the express purpose of increasing who has offices for the. work of this sn-th- e

enrollment ill the Hoys' Working I eral supervision in one of the lartrr-- r

Reserve. Appeal was mado to Key J of the district. There Is also p. ni'loml
Scout companies and other organiza- - advisory board which acylser. the mtfral
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state director, vrhose headquarters is
in Salt Lake City, telegraphed during:
the latter part of June to announce to
the Department of Labor the placing
of twenty-liv- e oys a day in the sufrar
beet fields. He added that 250 appli-
cants had rushed in at the-firs- t call for
help on farms. : .

"The reserve, while a national or-

state organizations toward ' helping to
solve the present" emergency labor
shortage on farms and in industry. The
majority of the boys are sent to the
farms either singly , or in small
grroups, but wherever practicable they
are sent in camps of twenty-fiv- e or
more. They go out from there to the
surrounding farms every morning. The
boys in these camps have a leader, who

either a TV M. C. A. man, a teacher
some agricultural school or some

one who is used to handling boys.

"When the boys go out on the farms
singly the federal reserve impresses
upon the local body jthe importance of
having some supervisor or:. instructor
who will make regular weekly trips

the farms to see that the boys are
being well treated and that the con-
ditions under which they are living

what theyehould be in every re-
spect. These inspectors also take up
the adjustment of' any question ofwages which may arise. For instance,

one place some boys were hired by
farmer. They lost three days be-

cause of rain, yet ipsisted that they be
paid for that period. . This had to be
taken up and adjusted by the inspec-
tors for that vicinity.

"In most cases wages have to be
fixed by the varying conditions. Theboys average from fl to $1.50 a day,
with board and lodging. In some places
where they are working picking fruit.beets and vegetables for canneriesthey receive from 20 to 30 cents an
hour. Jefferson C. Srnith, director gen-
eral o'f .boy labor. in .Maine, has written

the office here something I think
worth .Quoting. One sentence in his
letter reads: 'Our boys think as little

the money they get as do theprivates in the National Guard. They
working for tneir country.'

"One purpose of" the boys' working
reserve is to prevent duplication of ef-
fort. In nearly all of the- - states the
director for the reserve ie an officer of

state council of defense. No at-- r

tempt is being made by us to take
over the work of the state bodies, but
simply to impress them witn certaingeneral lines which should be followed.

Bsliels
ment eclipsed the others by producing the
astonishing total of forty-tw- o bushels.

This new method. of potato culture
solves the problem, of an unfailing source

cheap food supply. The details of the
construction of the pen suggest a plan by
which any one having access to a small

of ground can raise a crop that will
supply an average family for a year.

Before going into the .details- of Mr.
Hendricks' plan, and to bring this new
method of potato growing within the
reach of all, another idea of a similar na-
ture may be suggested.- - If is possible to

potatoes in a barrel, and for many-peopl- e

this plan may be more readily-adopte-d

than that of the eight-fo- ot pen.
ordinary sugar' barrel which costs no

more thp.n $1 is procured and holes an
in .diameter ire . bored around it.

row of holes encircles .the barrel at
about six inches from the bottom, other

are . bored six. inches apart until the
of the barrel is reached. The soil and

fertilizer is placed in the barrel up to the
of the first row of holes, then the po-

tato seedlings are set in this soil in suchposition that the sprouts, when they be-
gin to grow, can come through the holes.
Alternate layers of soil, fertilizer amipotatoes are placed in the barrel until

is full. As soon as the potatoes begin
send forth their sprouts the barrel will
a mass of green.

The pen works on the same nHncinle.may be built eight-fee- t wide bv anv
length, just so it is strong enough to keep

sides from spreading. Any kind of
material may be used, though light

lumber or boards, require an additionalbracing with wires. Rich earth and good
fertilizer, preferably well rotted manure,

required to fill the pen to the top.

The pen is built as each layer of po-
tatoes is placed and planted. One may

boards for the ends
sides and leave a
space between for the sprouts to
through. The pen In started with

six-inc- h layer of dirt.' The plot is then
marked off with gufd.e lines, a foot apart

way, allowing six Inches of space for
all around the edge .between the in-

side of the pen and' other place for therow of potatoes. Plant a potato
at every cross line in .the plot, which

BE ENJOTfUVfl

In Maine the organization of boys is
termed the junior volunteers- of Maine.
In New York city the military train-
ing commission of New York is mobiliz-
ing the boys for farm work and al-
ready has sent out more than 1,000."

Regarding the status of the reserve
in Arizona,, a letter received on July
9 by the Department of Labor had this
to say:

"It may interest you to know that
nearly one thousand acres of land in
cotton have been hoed and thinned by
our boy squads to the great satisfac-
tion of the owners of the land. There
is certainly an increasing demand for
the boys, and their work is being done
along strictly business lines, es they
run their own commissary,- pay their
own bills, and thus far have made a net
profit over the cost of operating of over
$1,200-- . We now have three squads of
twenty-fiv- e boys each in the field; two
squads of - boys from the high school
and one squad of Indian boys from the
United States Indian School.

"As this is rather an unique demon-
stration of how boys in this time of
national crisis can be of great as-
sistance, I am sending you a eouple(
of photographs, ur.-le- r separate cover,
of one of our groups of boys."

Maine has a unique plan in- - getting
together the farmers and the boys. The
latter do not get their wages from

amount to forty-eig- ht hills of potatoes.
Then put an inch or two of fertilizer over
the potatoes and sprinkle with water.
Lay six inches of dirt as before, mark off.
plant, manure and water again, repeating
tllft Dnprptinn witli mnr).h tavns to fill
the pen to the top, which may be six or
eignt teet from the ground.

As the pen rises, Mr. Hendricks sug-
gests, place on the fourth layer in the
center of one side, about two feet from
the ground, a moist tester. This may be
made of any piece of timber about the
size of the arm. four by four inches by
three feet long, placed so that it will pro-
trude from the pen about a foot. Afterthe potatoes have been planted threeweeks loosen this tester, pull it out andrun your hand in the opening to determinethe moisture condition. By doing this, onelearns how much water to use on the pen.
After the tester has once been removed, itis easy to make the test once or twice aweek afterward. This will keep the soilin proper condition.

The pen should be near a water supply
so that it may be well watered during a
dry spell. It should be watered from the
top about twice a week, unless nature
performs the task with rainfall. As an
aid, the top layer should be sloped toward
the center so that the soil will absorb
moisture and not shed it, but care should
be taken by the grower so that mud does
not form on the top and bake into a crust.

When this preliminary preparation
is finished the potatoes will soon begin
to grow through the sides and top ofthe pen the nearest way to the light.
Aa the shoots emerge through thecrevices, they conceal the woodenframework with the coat of livinggreen.

As soon as the potatoes are matured,the pens may be taken down and thepotatoes rolled out of the thin covering
with a rake, the soil may be saved foranother year. This is the extent ofthe operation.

The pen may be started as early andas late as desired. The potatoes
mature in ninety days. In the norththe potato crop is usually planted from
March to June. Under this new methodthey may be planted much later. This
is possible because the hot dry weather.

Department of Labor, which has ae- -
cepted the services of William E. Hall
as national director '.of the, season's

. syjdi". How this - enthusiastic, experi---enee- d

young conjtfnc-- :
lion with the" Department of "Agricu-
lture and under the Department of La-
bor for the canners and farmers who
need help, is progressing is worth islooking up. in

A want ad for 5,000,000 boys appears
to be rather a large order,, yet this
number being put on farms o work,
tander the direction of the Unite?
States boys' working reserve, is up. for
consideration. Mr. Hall' reports that
almost half that number of youths in
this country between the ages of six-
teen and twenty-on- e are unemployed
during June. July and August. .' He
doesn't believe in idle boys, regardless toof the shortage in labor Just now. and
he is credited with knowing something
of the subject of "bays", through what
is characterized as his untiring efforts are
in establishing and maintaining clubs
ior them in New York city.

in
aThe phrase "the mobilization of boys"

Bounds like, the Jast war qry. 'of Ger-
many, though, in fact, such a
is in constant use by the officials ot the
reserve. Several governors of states
have come to Washington to talk the
matter over, Gov. Sleeper of Michigan
being among the last to visit the De-
partment 'of Labor for that purpose.
Michigan wants boys for fruit picking
as well as harvest field work and
"chores." Any one who has eaten
peaohes from Benton Harbor, Mich., to
would take a chance on going to the
Etate that is across the-lak- from Chi-
cago, as an admirer of the Windy City of
once put it in locating .the state .of
hemlock and - spruce. - are'

On his return to Lansing;1 the capital
city. Gov. Sleeper named a state- director
for the hoy: working' reserve-,- and
since then a call for J0 lads t gath-erin- g

crops or - canneries d the
the offices .of., the reserve.-- - was
an" offer accompanying, to. givs transportation

and lodsring also. .

From Utah j: Edward Tayipr.tbe

Forty-tw- o
Special Correspondence - ,---"
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, OW would you like to raise

enousrh potatoes oh a'plot no ofMl bigger", than a fiower-he- d- - to
supply your family for. a year

It can be done. . - - plot

R. E. Hendricks of Kansas City; Mo.,
lias come forth lately with the announce-
ment that he raised forty-tw- o bushels
of potatoes on a plot" bfwpT6u-n'- 'eight
feat Bquare, Sy(rbwife. ffiera. jjis. raise
He has als4 'iJWde 'pnMi the "fletaiIsof
his method s Jbf tfcej Denrt-men- t An

of AgrkMirjSafc b&2slns inchpossess a great deal .( merit. , r One
The tl JaJt ,ti5m"frJof

fjardening on an, intensive spa,Ie, and top
rows

winders raait .t--e saccompHshed: Syretjch
a scale of pfant" clture: with a"mc?st fehy linecrop. But. in the light of last winter'ssoaring prices f .pttatoesf an Q na-
tionwide

a
carrrfJargh- - to speed up' ttiS" food

production of the country, Mr. H'en-drjek- s'

plan, asHnmes 'a' 6iHrtiflcartce that
It ' could nrt command" if world condi-
tions

itwere normal. to
- ." .. V j it- - f,f A be

To begin " with,: the whole plafj, .Is It
fotjnded on simple principles Kely theevery housSwff e khoa 'that a '(bta.to .stout
pile in a cellar bin, foi ahstartee? fwill
send out shoots in the springtime
through every" possibJa-'crstclC'aud- crev-
ice. Sometimes these sprouts twUl r,ra.wl are
along the' floor a distance ' of "several
feet to reach the light. .: From' this basic
fact Mr. Handrtcks. conceived theideathat if this pile were removed info theopen and givenVsoti .nd 'moisture-- "

potatoes wculd ,ktow ajid rpproduce. use
His potato pen is nothing more 6r less and
than a huge potato "hiil wHh.ithe sides
supported by a loosely conatr.uctecLin-clooure

built after the -- fashion df "an come
old rail fence.. - - i .' a

In a pen onJy eight by eigh,, fet in sizp,
with the potatees planted th tirirr layers eachof-di- and fertilizer until tb iTnon.ru iwaseight feet high, a. yield of fortv.bush.ejs soil
was obtained?-- - The seconef - exiferrment
brought forth' outer
the same sizerl peri. L. Tha 'thir e.perj- - seed

foot Plot hy Mew MetlnocSof Potatoes. From an S--
on under glass. It has even been sug-
gested that with the aid of steam,
properly regulated, with a temperature
of about seventy degrees maintained,
and nitrogen electric lights burning
twelve hours each day. potatoes may
be grown in pens erected indoors
throughout tho winter. But this, of
course, is anticipating the specter of
either world famine through failure of
ordinary ci-- s or prohibitive prices of

nnnnnnnnnn

tions to support the movement in tne
state and to endeavor to sustain the
federal government in 'its lofty service
to humanity and democracy.

I Near Philadelphia more than 50n boys
have been placed on farms which keen- -

foods, for no other condition but an
abnormal one would make such exces-
sively intensive agriculture worth
while.

At present Mr. Hendricks is experi-
menting with different kinds of pot.
toes to see which are best adapted to
the pen arid he says he will have some
interesting announcements to make
next November.

In any event, his revelations to date

-- y A
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METHOD OF RAISING THEM.
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ARE PLANTED ACCORDING TO THIS

laid on top of dirt, with "moist tester"
'
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SHOWIXG HOW THE POTATOES

Fiarure 1. End elevation.
Figure 2. Layer plan, showing; plat as

Indicate how potato seed Is placed.
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