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w .tn wachine and gurverad himes!l 35 b= bur s expect vonddurmble lojuries
y ar ey he conld tn the little sircle of mirtor. .4 ne deathe” Ira was
: : He bestowed a second or two on Yis : nint szl
“tie and begmn 1o caress his pigstcfe '
SR Y Ted ¢ameencdd (0 pave th '
. i At Teast Tl olzsimed fL was a mns- "_‘ ¢ n]{ il -.:ﬂr ‘n
: . Nar i > = ST § : arotury of unziely L euuld baly
HEN you go to New Vore "Well why under the sun doesn't ho was not farming. Just after dinuer he for good. Al any rale Ted was doing ten. Such a disturbance fn this quiet (RChE; but wers he not 4 cix-loste ,
they show you the Wool- bor a real sutomobile? These Fords

worth  batllding tha
Bridge, wnd when with
raned pock or bulging oyeées you ere-
* pasp and ssclaim "Hy heck]™ Hhaen

we

Bl Ly

rour Maubaltan friead nonchalantly
ran away whH the temark, *Net a
egl Mty Bullding™

Just s do the natives of Woodie'd

eotigive thalr ¥isiting friends fo tho
5-.;1! i potndry farm.  Stranzers. in-
variahly ndmire

iha magnllicant homo
and praunds of the miliionaire ow'nae
sb sight of the imthense Barm “jet

0

slarir with powiiry hatizes lavariabi;
the.r esea Bulge, ey gasp and de-
<imre, ‘Good nlgsT!” “it's certainly

wome pluce” thay ea¥, “but one thing
ptrales me. You say this Stalford i
s nulilonaten ™ :
“Fas alr, Ted Stallord mnde Kl plle
nil right,” and Cy smiles to Llmsellas
13 snjosing some secont foke

of Ly are cumouflagad with ‘wire
whealy and made-to-order bodies so
thuy almost decsive you, but stil] they
a'e only Fords when all's sald and
ugne.™

A-na! Oy knew that was coming, He
Hels his chops and begins. For of ail
the stories that Woodfield iikes to tell
aboul hor citizans that ia the fuvorite,

It was eight ypars ago in the month
of June Ted Stufford and his mother
lived topither op their littie farm dn-
Ing a very proaperous egg buginess,
the mucleus of the BStafford pouitrs
farnt. When Tod graduated from Har-
“vurd two years previous he was en-
tirely sulisfied to settle down ay u
former.  Already the farm was show-
fug uigns of progress under his man-
spoment,

This June afterncon, however. Ted

took & bath and donmed hiz “eity"

ciothes. When le walked into ths
Idtehen, straw hat in hand. his mothor
appraised him with an expression of
proud admiration.

“Idéar me, Ted,” she foked. "it's no
wouder Ruth likes Woodfleld, 1 eer-
tainiy admire her tasts”

“AW, out it out, ma. BSay, ma, do
you llke this tie?”

Of course she did. And ¥ ma i,
then Ruth surely would.

Rath Burnett lived in the house
next to the Staffords until ghs waz 15,
The two families had been close
friemis even after the Burnetts moved
to the eity. where Ruth was now a
dchool teacher. What is more, Mrs.
‘Staford tuvited Hulh to Woodfield 1o
spend part of Ler vacation every Sum-
mer, and rumor had it thet in the near
fuliire g wos —oing 1o Woodfleld:

&ll he could 10 maks the rumor true.
Just now he was sefting out for the
stafion to ineet the 3:45, which was
bringing Ruth from the ciiy. As the
old horse jogged sioug thes suady road,
Ted's mind was #lled with the pleas-
ure of anticipation. For ne knew that
the two weeks of Ruth's risit wouid
be & delightful break in the dull mo-
ngtony of country life, He knew that
it meant canoe trips with lunch wndar
the trees; fishing trips where they
never caught any fish; rideg along the
eountry roads; and this Juns it means
all thess things and a lot more—this
June, Ted decided, he would ask Ruih
1o come 1o Woodfield Lo sfay.

T don't know how he knew, but hs
was pretiy sure what the pretty littla
school teacher's suswer would be, and
that probably explained Ris fregquent
bursts of song. “Yip-4-addy-i-ay!” The
Dirds and the bulifrogx stopped to lis-

laue was 1mheard of.

It was asbout gquarier-past three
when Ted alighted from the depot
wagon. He bistled into the atation
and shouted a greeting to Ira Jones,
who performed {he duiles of ticke:
ngent, baggege master and telegrapl
operator, and whose official title waa
“station agent” [ra was the news
center of Woodfleid since he picked np
the doings of the surrounding (owns
from the agents along the line. Out-

‘wide of this, the use of the felegraph in

Woodfleld was neziigible
“What's new, 1177 queried Ted.
“Well, they got & new barber down
= Johnsonviile, &nd there's s bur-
lesque show ‘comin’' inter Eastway
Thursday night. Rackon Woedfielil's
maie popuiation will be kinda deplai-
ed Thursdav . m. Think you'll go
down?"
"N, T =uiess not, fra”

sonie of his sequainiances might
differad. However, It was
young and, like nli young
rather weak,
it

“Ted!™ Spmething W Tra
sturtled hhn, and Be pushed to the
ticket window. C(Consternation =»
writien on evers line of Iras face

“&-say, Ted, w-was there some fricnd
of yours on the §;457"

"What’s (he mofter ™

"It's gone over the banking =¢ Fair
flald Junetion. Some ‘tll £lg-
nalz—had a colligjon ™

Ted felt the hot blvod sigze taroogh
his arteries. "My God! iry, do they—
was anybody hurt?™

Ira spent the nest
frantically clicking his
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