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THE WAR WITH MEXI1CO0.

o ' say, that there is a moral in the contest, the effect of
SPEECH OF which 18 not likely to be lost on ourselves or others.
At the call of their conntry our people have literally
Hon. John A. Dix, of New York, rushed to arms. The emulation has been to be re-
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 1ax. 26, 1548, ! ceived into the service, not to be excused from it. In-
On the Bill reported from the Committee on Military | dividvals from the piough, the (.nuu!lng-huuse._ the
Affairs to raise, for a limited time, an addttional lgw-gtﬁct_z. and the workshop, hz_u‘e tn_kvn tlle_ field,
Mutary Force. braving inclement seasons and inhospitable climates
without a murmur; and, though wholly unused to
arms, withstanding the most destructive fire, and
' storming batteries at the poiut of the bayonet with
the coolness, intrepidity, and spirit of veterans, |
believe | may safely say, there has been no parallel
to these achievements by undisciplined forces =ince
the French revolution. [am not sure that history
can furnish a paraliel.  As to the regular army, we
always expect 1t to be gallant and heroie, and we ure
never disappointed. T'he whole conduct of the war
in the field has exhibited the highest evidence of vur
military capacity. It confirms an opinion | have al-
ways held—that a soldier is formidable in ratio of the
importance he possesses in the order of the political
system of which he is a part. It establishes another
position of vital 1mportance to us: that, under the
protection of our mnlitin system, the country may at
the termination of every contest, lay aside the more
massive and burdensome parts of its armor, and Le-
come prepared, with energies renewed by that very
capacity, for succeeding scenes of danger
Mr. President, the politeal condition of Mexico
has been gradually approaching a dissolation of all
responsible government, and of the civil order, which
constitutes her an independent state.  This lamenta-
ble situation is not the fruit alone of our military suce-
eesses.  The factions. by which that country Las been
, distracted, each in turi ganing and maintaming a
Ctemporary ascendency, and often by brute foree, lie
at the foundation of the social and politieal disorder
which has reigned there fur the lnst 1.\\1-u!.\' yenrs. To
most of the abuses of the old eolonial system of Spain
she has superadded the evils of an unstable and irre-
sponsible government,  The military bodies, which
have been the instruaments of those who have thus in
succession gained a briel and precarious control over
her atfrs, though dispersed, still exist, ready to be
re-united and to renew the anarchy which we Lnve
Nll}n't:-‘t'lll‘!!. tor the time belner, l-}' l lulilz:nr}' rovern-
ment 5 and this brngs me to the first great objection
to the proposition of withdrawing our armies from
the feld.
I have already said that no policy can deserve our
support which does not hold out the promise of a dor-

uable peace.

Mr. DIX said : Mr. President, it was my wish to
'_‘_d“’"-“" the Senate on the resolutions offered by the
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calboun,) and not
on this bill. [ should have preferred to do so, be-
cause [ am always unwilling to delay action on any
measare relating to tha war, and because the resolu-
tons atford a wider field for inquiry and discussion.
But as the debate has become gaueral, and extended to
almost every topic that can well be introduced under
either, the furce of the considerations by which I have
been nfluenced, has become so weakened, that [ have
not thought it necessary to defer longer what | wish
to say,

Two leading questions divide and agitate the pub-
lic mind in respect 1o the future conduct of the war
with Mexico. The first of these questions is, shall
we withdraw our furces from the Mexican territory,
and leave the subject of indemnity for mjuries and
the adjusiment of u boundary between the two repub-
lies 10 future negotion, relying on a maguanimous
course of conduct vn our part to produce a curres-
ponding feeling on the part of Mexico! ‘I'liere are
vther propositiens, subordinate to tlus, which may be
considered as parts of the same general scheme of
policy, such as that of withdrawing from the Mexican
capital and the wterior districts, and assuming an ex-
tertor bine of occupation. | shall apply to wll these
Propositions Lae same arguin nt=: and it | were to
unertake to ll.ﬂmj_{tll:-h between them, | wm not sure
that | should makt.-'nu_v difference in the foree of the
ap hication.  For whether we withdraw from Mexi.
cu altvrether, or tike a defensive line which shall in-
ciude all the territory we lule nd o hold I.H‘I'Tl.l'.l[li'ill]}'
&s thde gty the consequences to resuit from 1, so
far as they aflect the question of peace, would, 1t ap-
prars o me, be the same.

’I‘!n' =1 t‘nluf lil]l'!‘:“!n IS, !-]a.‘l” we relam thie prsses-
sion of the terrtory we have acquired until Mexico
consent to make a  treaty peace  which
shiall prosx ide :ll‘l)}ll«- ("l-tnpl"!.*:a'.i m for the wn nyes ol
Whicn We l!llit}:”:l, aud seitle 10 vur satisfaction the

boundary in l.l.?‘}ﬂl.l" !

g4t 1 .
S~ i

rdinge these questions as involving the perma-
of the country, | have considered them
e oriatest wtiliecroude ; and thourh never more

nent wellare
1 ]

= .\'nth;s:g seems to me more gnlikely to
1 ]

secure so desirable a result than the abundonment of
Mexico l-_\' us at the present moment without a treaty,
leaving behund a strong feeling of animosity towards
us, with party divisjons as strongly marked, and politi-
cil animosities as rancorous, perhaps, as they have
 been at any furmer period.  Even when her capital
had fallen, humbled and powerless as she was, party
leaders, stead of consulting for the common  good,
were seen strugghing with each other for the barren
sceptre of her authority.  Our retiremient as enemies
would, in all probability, be the signal for intestine
conflicts ns ill“-iu'r:l!" and sanguinary as those in
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pt.-I'-u.‘m’._s' ,’llll‘rl‘l‘\"\('d With @ sense of the resp msibili-
l_\_-' which U-':ui;gs to the sulution uf ]‘r-.h;- s ol sueh
maguitude and difliculty, my reflectivus have, never-
thiwless, led me to a elear and settled convietion as to
the course which justice and ]--‘l.c_\' seem 1o mndeate
sud demand. The first question, In of the
hughest importance, bas been answered atfirmatively
on thiis ﬂu--r; and 1t derives additions]  miterest from
the tact, that 1t has also been answered o the athirm.
ative by a now retired the  busy

scenes of political Life, who, from his tndents, experi-

itself

statesman, framm

ence, and public services, 1|.~'?3\' Collitmunus the re- : L E
g ; . wided they have been l‘II"_"I.'l_:I'lI with us—cunticls al-

spect of las countrymen, amd wWoo=e opiplons on any " ]
: . & : y * wavs the most disastrous for the greal budy of the
re entitled to be waighed with candor and de- " . , "
: . . Mexiean people, tor, on what side soever fortune
bberation. | have endeavored to attribute o e
: : p - . turns, they ave eertain to be the vietimis,  You know,
e nIions, 'l“d to thase of others who comcide with v
: : : " | I sir, there are two great parties in Mexien, (| pass by
Hua whiowy or i part, all the imporiance whicn i s o .
- ot 1 of, the minor divisions,) the ¢ Federalistas™ and “Cen-
longs to themy, and to consider them with the defer- - Py o ]
el , : i o tralislas, [he former, as their name imports, are
ence dae to the distinguished gources trom which they . = . ‘
manate. | , ' 7 faver of the federative system ; they are the true
eimnanate. beliese | bave done so: and vet | have, : - . . . .

. ) - 24 ' ; g BX T l'v;lull.lt::ln party, With us, in former times, the terims
nfter toe fullest retivetion, come (o cunclusions totadiv | Federal® . l wp bl n™ o rnated difk L
: . " S = ‘Iedera aln . epuuiican desirale ( rent
digerent trom theirs., [ believe it would be o the v P = e ! :

_ , parties ; in Mexieo, they are both employed to desig-
highest degree unjust to ourselves - : o e

- 1§ 3 . nate the friends of the federative svstem, I'he Cen-
dor, weil-founded claims on d : :

trahists are in favor of a consolidated Government,
republican or monarchial in form, and are compused
of the ariny, the clergy, and | suppose a small pisrs
tion of the population. [ believe vur anly hope of ob-
taining a durable peace hies m the firm establishment
of the Lederal party 1 power—the party rﬂprf.‘:ﬂ'nh-d

l:}' “o;lr--rn. _'\:m‘\‘l. Pena v Pena, ( li'n;ll.'ri v, and othe-
ers. | understand Herrera has been elecied Presodont
of the l:a-[mh:u‘; and this s certainly a favorable n-
dication.  but, vnfortunately, [ fear this party would

nol sueeets d n lll-’illlf"tllllll,‘_’ 1[:-{".!', Il’. _\lt'xls'l were Ilu'[‘i

1o iu;rnl'lf at the present moment w ith an imbittered

feeling of hostility townrds us.  The mulitary chiefs,

who controlled the army, and who might rally itagan
for political uses, if we wereto retire without a treaty,
" are, for the most part, encinies ol the federative svs.
ten, and conservators of the popular sbuses, to which
they owe their wealth and unportance.  Nothing eould
be more unfortunate for Mexieo than the re-establishe
ment of these men 1n power. [t would bring with 1t

a lopeless perpetuation of the anarchy and oppres-
sion which hove given a character to their supremacy
in past years—a supremacy without a prospeet of
amelioration in the eondition of the Mexican people—
a supremacy of which the ciel varation has been an
exchange of one nulitary despot fur another.

Calamitous as the restorativn of this party to their
former ascendency would be for Mexico, 1t would
bardly be less so for us. Relyving on sulitary force

t 1 Loral field fur their ::'li'llnrl. thelr ;mi;.'l,’ '.\l.u'--! be to cuntinne

be rather calealats ey i : : . :
it be rather cajcuisgiv@ 13 op=i 4 B the war as a pretext for maitaing the army in full
i=Sensiomn, und po=stidy ol t'\"“l’i.l.l - . . s s 4 M .
teifor . i ted : - i ;o Strength, or, at least, not to terminate it Ull peace
cericerence, i the Listracte ounlry, to be Ladlowed L

I T g : td‘ll‘”” a0 *:.-“ ‘. ! bt l" would ensure their own supremacy. It 1s believed
iy g Prooguliitly WV O renewd i nelive nostiutivs " =

L PERSRIRETe 938 [T WeS 0 nih that these considerations have been leading motives in

: . i _ the resistance they have n;p;ms"li to us. 1t s true, the
verely Lhe loss of the ::d\'-‘sl.?.a-_:-' Winieh we unave gain- " - \ s -
- republican party has been equally hostile, #o far as
external indications show ; but the fict s sccounted
for by their desire to see the war continued until the
army and s leaders, the great encmies of the federa-
tive system, are overthrown, U ndoubiedly the obsti-
pate refusal of Mexico 1o make peace may be very
properly reforred to the natural exasperation of every
people whose soil was invaded ; but there ean be little
doubt that 1t has been influenced, 10 no inconsiderable
degree, by considerations growing vut ot party divis-
tong, and the Jealousy and animosities to which those
My confidence 1 our abili-
!j.' to make an amicable arranrement with the federal
party, if it were in undispated possession of the (rov-

sibject o
o s

baes-

y pussessing, as we
Mexico, 1o withdraw our
f-.'(_"t's f‘!'*lll uer territory illlllu_ff'Hu'I'. and |‘\l"'|'lt.:l'__'i\'

matler --.‘"p-.:'_c_. - ;
the two counites, to withdraw
from 1t partially, and as<ume a
a lreaty i

BLWISe, as n lovkine 1o the future
pulitical relations of
Lise of deftence, with-
On the contrary, [ am in fuvor
of retaining posses~ion, for the present, of all we

have acquired, not

gl 'Jf ;H_':u"'.

but as
wt, what all
peace ; and |
Senale, ;IT---"'r'll tu

:i:i'_:rl;l‘ni" of the

subjects adumits, my objections to the course suggested

perm s et
the most eflective means of brinsine ab

most carnestly desire, a restoration of

as &

A ":I"'o""'\ .

Will, with the indulgence of the
state, with as mwuely brevity as the
l'.'. the first question, and Iy reasons i favor of the
cuurse suggested by the oteer.

Ide..—-.r.-, wl the outset, to siate this ;)r-':l»l\lh i, to
the truth of which, | think, all will vield their assent:
Ll no predicy wihneh doues nont a'?tl'!:.‘ -‘.'.;!.'. It o reasonl)-
abie assurance of healing tie dissensions dividing the
two euuntries, aud of resturinge, ;-wrnu.ul-'ull_'.‘. annci-
ble relations between them, ought to reecive our sup-
ot Wem Wy d.ffer in Upunon, nnd, perhaps, hiope-
iessiy, as to e measures best ealeulated to produce
thts result; but if it were possible for us to rume to
n agreement in respect them, the propriely of
therr adoption could scarcely admit oF contraversy.

Ling peoposition being conceded, as [ thiok 1t will be

that f the measures nroposed—1o with-

- . .
1t fuddows,
caleulated to
a specay and permancnt peace § but, on

ihe contrary,

our torees from Mexico—be not
bring about

Graw

] UaMnesLIC

with us, and under circumstances to make us feel se-

ed, and whieh 1t s ;Jrnpum-d \n-:u:J;;r,.}‘ Lo surrenGer,
—ihen Uppestrs 10 e, 1t can present no clatin to
our favorable consideration. 1 snail endeaver
show, before | sit down, that the p slicy referred to 1s
exposed to all these dangers and evils,
I do not propose to enter into an examination of the
origin of the war, From the
wwn our forces and those of
!

1o

ment tul

I 2 Ciadisiong
Mexieo on

! considered all !-.-.;u- of an
Sithout a tull trial of strenath 1o the field, to

wut of i..".‘.iuu‘r-lu-h. i :_:-'-}.t bt.l the pecudar ui.:x.:'- divisions bave giten rise:
acler of e Mexicans would render any such hope il =
MisiIve. " .

gieurree :I'.

arconi-

\\'. ;.-_ Ltlier [f.ul_ I.‘_'HEI;SI' 11 was ;-rud..-." i iu u::!.‘
ULE OWD nustakes, or wWiT it

LLeil was brought aboat by the maaner in wilneh Tex-

: - 4
whether the

ernment, arses from the belief that their motives are
honest, that they have at Leart the public wellare, and
that they must see there is no hope for Mexico but 1o
il peatie: wilh us. .‘\l}' utler distrust of the Cen-
tralist arises from the belief’ that their objects are

ns was annexed to the Union, are questions | do not
:-'.l;l =gt i
would submit whether the discussion eould serve any
uiher purpose than W exinnt divided councils to our

:
adversary, and o juspire him with the of
i i"'ll'Tl!I'_f

tuining more favorable terms of peace by
No one cun be Jess dl‘i' wmid than my-

v discss now ; oand if 1t were not too jate, |

o &

selfish, and that, to accomplish them, they would not
hesitate to saerifice the liberties of the people and the
prosperity of the country.  But whether 1 err in these
views or not, | feel quite confident [ do not err in be-
| Lheving that of our armies were to be withdrawn from
| Mexieo, without a peace, the flamea of civil discord
1o Enow. not how the war ofigivated. not : would be rekindled 1 that unhappy country, and burn
s 10 Enow, ‘ { e Wal IRy, Ot Wil Is | " A y v
: 3 e with redoubled vivlenee, | should grn*;nl\' fear that
at @ bl s A
- : 0 T L the mulitary chiefs would sueceed in re-establishing
and honorabie termination ; whe- ) % . »
_ _ gl i Ctheir aseendeney, and that no probable himat eould be
ther, as some suppose, we ougnt to relire trom the - : :
Gl iher. an aboaats T . 11 by hooe of assigrned 1o the duration of the war., I | am right,
i), O Whied T, 48 apars L =, e only e o - b -
-i' nig ’lt ‘ \.'! ". ‘ . Sl e - j P | our true pohiey isto stand firm, and, if possshle, uni-
an accommodation Lies 1 ¢ fiem and determaned magn- ted. until wiger counsels shall prevail VMexico, and
' L prevagl in CXICO, R

IIIZJ'

1 I;a .

hi« resistanee, ,
seif to abridse, 1o any degrioe, the legitunate bounda-
Put I am wot dispused o enter

mwvestigntion now. [he

Fivs of discuyssion.
pnto such an urrent concern
"P-:"’!l.'-".j.l' for 1. but i what
brought 1o a speedy

TAEY TYPLEY O 4 4

tenance of our puslilion.
The probable consequences of an alandonment of | cond, either as to the obstacles overcome, or as o the re.
the advantages we have gained may be better undei- | Intive strength of the nvaders.  Uhe tnomphs of Cortez
stood by sceing what those [ speak | were achieved by policy and by Superivrity in discipline
i a malitary point of view, Wihile addressing the | #0d in the smplements of warfare.  “The use of fire-arms,
e WA IR S T A until then unknown o the inhabitants of Mexico, was
it F d i f A h: that/the whole sutficrent 1n 1sell 1o um}u- his furce, small us 1t was, irre-
! herativh, i m“_l on Wy S - sistible.  In the eves of that Mmpiu- and sUperstilious peo.
of northern Mexien as far south ag _I':.u touth of 1he | ol he seemed srmed with superhmnan power.  Other
Lo Grrande wad the 20th parallel of latitude was vir-  ¢ir-umstances combined 1o facilitate nis success. The
nalive tribes, by whom the country was possessed, were
distinct communities, not always acknowledging the snme
head, and olten divided among themselves by implacable
| hostthiy and resentments. Cortez, by hLis consuminate
: prmlnnca and art, turned these dissensions to his own ae-
count ; he lured the parties 1o them into his own service,
and when he presented himself at the gates of the ey of
Mexico, he was at the head of four thousand of the wost
wailike of the natives, as auxilianes to the band of Span-
rards, with whieh he commenced his march from Vera
Cruz. Thus his early successes were us much the tn.
umph of policy ns of arms.  General Scolt, and the gal-
lant band he led, had 1o such advantages. "T'he whole
' population of the country, from Vera Cruz to Mexico,
were united as one man against him, and animated by the

| fiercest animosity.  He was opposed by military forces
armed like lita own, often betler disciplined, occupying
positions chosen by themselves, strong by nature, and lor-

. tified according to the strictest rules of art. These ob-
ngainst forces from three to five times more numer- stacles were gvercome by lus skill as a wactician, sided by
wus< than those actually engaged on ovur side, 1 every | # €OTps of officers unsurpassed lor their knowledge in the
oafict since the fall of Vera Croz. | artof attack and delence, and by the indomit: ble courage
CORIES { : of their followers.  With half hus loree left on the battle-
I bad cceasion, on presenting some army petitions | ey o0 in the hospital, and with less than six thousand

a few week ago, to refer to the brilliant successes men, alter a series of desperate contests, he took posses-
wiieh these acquisitions were made; end [ will not | gion of the eity of Mexico, containing nearly two hundred
trespass on the attention of the Senate by repeating | thousand inhabitants, and defended by the remnant of an
what | said at that ume.®  Dut | cannot forbear to | army of more than thirty thousand soldiers. 1 confess |
-~ —_— ' know nothing in modern warfare which excee 18 10 bril-
*“I'he reference alluded to is contained in the fullow- | liancy the movements of the Amenican army from the
jng exiract : | Gull to the eity of Mexico. 1 shall not am-m;;l to speak
f will not detarn the Senat: hy entering into any de- | of them in the language of eulogium. T'hey are not a fit
tniled review of these evenis with a view (o enloree the | (heme for such comment. | ike the achievements of
suppeal contuined ia the petition on the attention I hope, | General Taylor and his brave men on the Rio Grande, st
however, | may be indulged 1 saying, 1o justice L those . Monterey nnd Buena Vista, the highest and most appro-
who bore & part in thems, that the first cotgiest of Mexi-
cup CABNOL, B8 1L appears 1o e, be cotnpiied wilth the se-

Jl.i‘:l['f<l.l:l S Are,

hu“_‘»' i our possession, t'-vlll;-l‘r_iu*ndm;_r sbout two- |
tuirds of theterritury of that republie, and about one-
tenti of s imbabitants.  Our acquisitinus have since
been auginest by the reduction of Vera Cruz and the
Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, the eapture of Jalapa,
Perote and Puevla, the surrender of the city of Mexi-
eo,and the occupation of the three States of Vera
Cruz, Pocbla, aud Mexico, with vearly two million
It is true, vur furces have not
overrun every portion of the territory of those States ;
but their cluel towns have been reduced, the military
forces which defended them captured or dispersed,
their civil authoriies superseded, their capital oecu-
pied, and the whole maclinery of the government
within the conquered States virtually transferred 1o
our hanpds.  All tlus bas been aclieved with an army
at uo one perivd exceeding fifteen thousand men, and

and a hall of souls.

| Inets.””

| between the two countries.

| their inutual rights.

priate praise 19 contained in the simplest statement of |

mﬂ

e e e e e I Y

a disposition shall be shown to come to an amicabie || litical concerns of other continents, it becomes a gi-
arrangement with us on reasonable terms. ' gantic assumption, which, for the independence of
The objection | have stated to the proposition uf|nuliona. for the iaterests of humanity, for the tran-
withdrawing our forces from Mexico, concerns only | quillity of the Old World and the New, should be
the relations which now exist, or may exist hereafter, | signiticantly repelled.
If there were no other| Mr. President, a review of the history of Europe
objection, the question might be chId_!’d upon congid- | during llu'_* last two centuries will bring with it anoth-
erations touching only their domestic interests and | er conviction in respect to the right of Intervention—
\ that no reliance can be placed on 1ts restriction in
practice lo the ubjects to which it is Limited by every
public jurist who admits its existence at all; and that
nothing could be su diseouraging to the friends of free
government as an extension of the system to this con-
ment, 1f the power existed to introduce it here,
Though the combinations it 18 clatmed to authorize
may, in some instances, have protected the coalescing
parties from the danger of being overran by conquer-
ing armies, the cases are periaps as numerous, in
which their interposition has been lent to break down
the independence of states, and o throw whaole com-
munities of men uto the arms of governments 1o
which their feelings and principles were alike averse,
'The right, as has been seen—(and 1t canuot be too
often repeated)—with the utmost latitude claimed for
it by aay public jurist, goes no further than to author-
1ze a league on the part el two or more weaker states
to protect themselves agumst the designs of an amby-
tious and powerful neighvor.  [n s practical appli-
ention, it has more frequently resulted in a combina-
of p'n\‘orful stutes 1o destroy their weaker neighbors
fur the augmentation of their own donswuicns or those
of therr allies.  From a mere rigit to combine for
self-preseevation, they have wade 1t in practice a
right to divide, distember, and partition states at
their pleasure—not for the purpose of diminishing
the strength of a powerful adversary—but under tie
pretence of creating a system of balances, which s
artitcial 1n its strueture, and, in some degree, incon-

But | come to the second objection——one perhaps of
graver import than the first, because 1t supposes the
possibality, if not the probability, of un interference
i her atfurs by other countries, if we were to retire
without a treaty and without commercial arrange-
ments, whieh 1t would be in our power to entorce.
Tue President alluded to the subject in lis annual
message yt the npcning of Cungruss. and CXPN.‘S‘S!?(I.
an apprehension of danger from that source. l_[mr- '
ticipate in it. | shall assign the grounds on which it
rests 3 and | only regret tnat, in stating them with the
minuteness ueeessary to make them fully understood,
I shall be compelled to draw much more largely than
I desire on the patience of the Senate.

Senators are doubtless aware that the nght of in-
tervention in the affuirs of this continent was formally
assorted 10 the French Chamber of Deputies, in the
year 1545, by M. Goizot, Minister of Foreign Atfuirs,
as the organ of the Government of France. He re-
garded the great powers on this continent as 1liV|dccl
mto three groups, namely ; Great Brittian, the United
States, and the States of Spamish origin ; and he de-
clared that it belonged to France **to protect, by the
authority of her name, the independence of States,
and the equlibrium of the great political forces in
Americn.,”  To tuis declaration, | have thought 1t not
out of place, in connection with the subject under lll-"i-
cussion, to call the attention of the Senate§ not for
the putpose of undertaking the formal refutation, of !
which | think the whole doctrine of intervention, as|grucus in its clements, and which a single political
Leonvulsion muy overturn and destroy. Do we need
extmples of the abuse of the power, | wiil not call 1t
a right ! They will be found in the dismemberment
of Saxonv, the annexation of the republic of Genoa
to the kingdom of Sardinia,and the absorption of Ve.
nice by Austria.  There s another and a more aggra-
vated case of nbuse to wlich recent events have giv-
en new prominence,  In 1772, Russia, Prussia, and
Austria, under the protence that the disturbed condi-
tion of Poland was dangerous to their own tranquilh-
ty, seized upon about one=thnrd of hier territories, and
divided 1t among themselves.  In 1793, notwithstand-
ing her dimimished proportions, she had beeome more
dangerous, and they seized halt of what they had leti
to her by the first partition.  Sir, she continued to
grow tl:aﬂngnrnn« as she grew weak ; and 1o two yeurs
after the second partition, they stripped her of all
that remained. In 1815, the five great Powers, at
the Congress of Vienoa, from motives of puln‘}'. and
not from a returming seonse of justice, organized the
city of Cracow and a portion of the surrounding ter-
ritory, with a population of about one hundred thou-

it has been practically enforced in Europe, 1s clearly
susceptible, but for the purpose of denying itas found-
ed upon any well established prineiples of internation-
al law. and, if' 1t had such n foundation, of denying
its applicability to the political condition of this conti-
nent.  To enter fully into the examination of  this
important subject, would require more time than it
woltld be proper for me to devole to gt | propose unl}' .
to pass rapudly over a few of the principal ¢ msidera-
tiops 1t sugoests,

The decluration of M. Guizot was the first public
and official intimation, by a Luropean government, of
an intention to interfere with the political condition
of the independent communities on the continent Jof
America, and w influence by moral, it not by physic-
al agencies, their relations to each other. And f
had been presented in any other form than that of an
ahstract declaratica, not lll.‘t‘l.’wﬁ:lrll}' 1o ve fullowed by
any overt act, 1t would have behooved us to inquire,
i the most formal manner, whether this asserted
right of wterposition derived any justification from
the usaces of nations, or from the recognized prinei-
ples of mternational law ; or whether it was not an
assumption wholly unsupported by authority, and an
eneroachment on the independerce of sovereign Ntates,
which it would have been their duty to themselves
and the civilized world to resent as an Injury, o
wrong.

Am [ in error in supposing this subject derives new
Hmportance from our existing relations with Mexico,
one of the states of Spanish orgin, which M. Guizot

Austria, Russia, and Prussia, with a goaranty of s
independence 1 perpetuity.  Russia pledged herselt,
at the same tine, to maintain her share of the spoil,
as the kingdom of Poland in name and form, with a
constitutional government.  She Kept her pimigv Re-
venteen years, and then virtually incorporated it as
an integral part into the Russian empire.  The little
republic of Urncow was all that remained as a monu-
ment of the dismembered k;ng.l m. A year ago, it
was obliterated as an independent state by the three
great powers of eastern and northern Rurope, in vioia-
ton of theirsolemn gouaranty, and assigned to Austria,
The name of Poland, the fountain of so many noble
and animating recolicclions, is no longer to be found
on the mip of I.nruiu'. The three quarters of o cen-
tury which intervened from the ineeption o the con-
summation of this transaction not suflicient to
concea! or even to oubscure 1ts true character. The
very magnitude of the space over which it 18 spread
only serves to bring 1t out in bolder and durker relict
trom the pages of history,

If the United Siates, in the
pations, has ol remonstrate d agatust them, and con-
tributed by her interposition to maintain ltearily

L
amized and di=smembered 1n

grouped together as constituiing oune of the great po-
htieal foroes t-r this nmong which the
"y |1|1.Iihr|u|||" wis to pe maintaned ! Sir, more ”lflil.
once, 1o the progress of the war, the governments ot
],urniw have been invoked, ]I}' lt‘ﬂdlllg organs of Ihlhill'
omnion abroad, to mterpose between us and Mexico.
Is it not, then, appropriate briefly to state what this
right of atervention is, as 1t has beca asserted 1n
in Europe, wiat it has been in practice, and what 1
would be Likely to become, if applied to the States of
thi= continent ! [ trust it will be so considered.

The doctrine of intervention to maintain the bal-
ance of power 1s tus-*nlm”}‘ of lllllde.‘l’ll nfi:_[all. F!'{llii
the carliest ages, 1t 1s troue, vccasional combinations
have been farned by particular States for motual pro-
tection agamst the ageressions of a powerful neigh-
bor.  History s tull of these examples. Such & co-
operation Is dictated by the plainest prineiples of self-
preservation, for the purpose of gaarding against the
danger of beinge destroyed in detail ; and it 1s found-
ed upon such obvious mwaxims of common sense, that
it would have been remnrkable if it had not been re-
sorted to from the moment human society assumed a
rexular form of orgamization.  These detensive alli-
ances weiet defictent in the permanence and methodi-
cial nreangements which tf;stm;u:a‘h the maodern Bys-
tem of intervention.  Hume saw, or {ancied he saw,
in them the principle of the right of intervention to
preserve the balgnee of power which 1s asserted at
the present day.  But 1t could only have been the
prineciple which was developed ; they certainly never
attatned the ln:tturny or the etheient foree of a regu-
far system,

The modern doetrine of intervention in the affurs
ol uther States, which has sprung up within the just
tWo centuries, |8 far l!r'."_‘l"-lllzll‘"‘ill‘ll“l\'!‘ 11} Lis scope.
[t Las arown inlo a }'r.u'{.ml sSystlem of BUDErviIsion
ot the part of the principul European powers over
their own relative forees and those of the other States
of Iilil’","-'i and Ih*'u;_rh it may, in some instanees,
have been productive of beneficial effects 1n maintain-
ing the public tranquidity, it Las as trequently been
an tnstrutient of te grossest injustice and tyrany,
From first extensive eoalition of this nature,
winch was formed lillrm_'_f the :HII;: series of wars
teropmated by the peace of Westphalia, in 1645,
down 1o the mterference of Great Britain, Pruss<ia,
Austria, and France, in the contest between the Sul-
e and Mehemet Al in 1880, a period of nearly
LW o eenturies—an interference desigmed, in some de-

continent,

inre

procress of these usur-

of thie states thus disor

¥
violation of every rule of right, and every suggestion
of justize and humanity, it b

iatthful, against all movements of sympathy, against

the very nstinets of natore; to the principle of ab-
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stwining from all interfercace with the movements of
Luropean powers, which relate exclusively to the
condition (-f Liier li:l'it’!l‘r of Lthe ‘E_f}'lll‘ to which lhl.‘}'
l,lt'i-»n-,:. But when 1t s ;ir-lpnst'ii or threatened to ex-
tend 1o this conuinent and to ourselves a similar sy=-
tem of balances, with sll 1ts danwer of abuse and
usurpation, I hold it to be onr duty to lnquire on what
grounds it rests, that we may be prepared to resist all
practical application of it w the independent states in
this hemisplivre,

Mr. President, the declaration of M. Guizot could
huardly have been made without the previous approba-
tion of the government, of which he was the organ.
The same soverelon w't‘li;'it‘ﬁ' tae throre of France——
the same minister stauds before it as the exponent of
Is tl e declaration to be r!'grlrdn das a
tion 1n words of a design never in-
tended to be earried nto practice ! Let me answer
the question by the briefest pussible refercuce to cir-
cutnstances.  France was the coadjutor of England
in the attempt to nduce Texas to decline annexation
to the Union,  Failing i this, shie attempted to ac-
compuizh the same object mdirectly, by persuading
Mexico to recoguize the independence of Texas, on
condition that the latter <hould remain an wdepend-
ent state,  These terms were offered to Texas, and
rejected.  Iw the vear 1541, 1 believe
twelve months before M. Guizot's declaration
wade, (and the cowncidenee in pomnt of Gime is re-
markable,) a book v Vregon and Califormia was pub-
lished in l'aris by order of the Kine of France, under
the excreise of the right has been placed, theoretical- e auspices of -“"-’“‘_“:'; Soult, !"""*"]"“‘ of the Coun-
ly, on the same high ground of regard for the tran- ©ih and M. Guizot, .\ll‘m-:--r of Furelgn Affairs, and
Gquiltty of l.':r-’il-*_:uld the 1adependence of Stutes, WrLlich by M. de ""}"!r;"' ““','_"\:H.:"“"“.h”l " Lhe

French Jegation w Mexico, The first part of the
WOrK 1% d--'l.'uh-ni 10 ,“-'J\u'--, and cer u‘h|'.' conlains
some remarkable passages. e speaks of tue estab-
Lshiment of a l:;:ll‘n;w:u. monunreny us a Illﬂj"t‘t wliteh
has been suggesied as the only one caleulated to put
an the the factions
which desolated that beautiful country®  He says the
Cathulie relurion and f.uml_'.' relations, with the an-
cient possessors of the country, would be the first con-
ditions required of the princes, who should be called
to teconstruct there a monarchical government. He
then adds :

Iu:-i n‘,un;i-'u.
meve tole annuncia

L

than

waus

i
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gree, 1o prevent what was regarded as a danserous
protectorate over the aflairs of the Porte by Russiag—

Fractically, it has often been perverted to the worst
purpo~es of aggrandizement and cupidity.
I we look mto the writers on nternational law,
[ think we shall find no sutficient ground for the right
o intervention,  Grotius, wWho wrote in the early
part of the seventeently century, dented its l'.\l!‘-h'll[‘(‘:,
enclon who wrote about halt a century later, denied
y Except as o means of .‘-l'.‘“‘-pl't‘ht‘i'\le-lflll, and then
iy when the danger was real and unminent.  Vat-
tel, who wrote nearly a century afier Fenelon, and
a century before our own times, regarded the States
of Europe as forming a political system, and he re-
stricted the right of entering into confederacies and
alhinnees for the purpuse of intervention in the affairs
Lol each other, to cases i which such combinations
L were necessary to curb the ambition of any power
which, from its superionty in physieal strength, aod
its designs of oppression  or conquest, threatened to
| become dangerous to its neighbors.  De Martens, wheo
wrote half’ a ¢ ntury ago, acknowledges, with Vattel,
| the existence of the right under certuin conditiuns,
Cthough he hardly adonts 1t to be well settled as a
rule of mternatonal law ; and he lunits 118 exercise
tu uvh_li;buruu states, ur states occupylag the same
(uarter of the globe,  Bat, aceording to the two last
writers, who have perhaps gone as far as any other
publie jurists of equal eminence, towards a for-
| mal recoguition of the right, it only justifies a union
Cobanferior states within the same innediate sphere of
-action, to prevent an accumulation of power in the
Chonds of a single sovereign, which would be oo great | the son of Lowis Phillippe, to the sister of Queen Isabella,

for the common Liberty. gives additional importance to these developments:

! [ 1 \ . . & No une, either on thas floor o1 elsewhere, can deny that
| am coufident, Mr. President, that no one can rise . project has been entertaned of establishing a monaichy

rl'i)“l i review ijf Lhe I'H!'.'i'l'll"‘- |.|‘ :\I”!I"fll [‘;hrnp(f' n“d I -‘l"llfﬂ. a"d o I.|ar‘- a ,\';,j”q-.h prince on the thioue.
from an exammation of the writings of her public This project, conceived w the time of the Conde Arinda,
Jurists, without being satisfied that the right of uter- would have saved vui colonies """". the _""! fate ““‘-f ha:'e
vention, as recognized by civilized nations, is what | suffeced; but brought o “:'"d. N s o o 1'"?
. . mo-~t absurd idea that could have been conceived But we
bave stated it to be—a mere right, on the part of have uot only to deplose having excited politieal animosities
weaker stales, o {:Ul“bllit’ rl}r the !,l-.ll'iluw!' ut Ipn'\'r“{. and the Cuhsl‘-;ln'lltl?!' this lias i""'i‘“i‘ d 1 tkat country ; we
ing the subversion of their lmlt'pt‘lldt'llﬂ', and the bhave also o lament the money lost and thiown away upon
alienation of thetr territories, by a desgning and | Mexican soil.  And v order that the Cortes may not Leheve
powerful neighbor ; a right 1o be exercised only in SERNMINE B NS O, O R R g
- : f - uut pussessing prools to corictorate them, I now hold m my
cases of urgent and immediate danger. It e sumply hand a statement of the sums expended and deawn from the
n right of self-preservation, undefined, undefinable, ' treasury 10 Havana w the year 1846, sigued by the Senor
; !m\'lug no settled or ]wrnmln-lll fouadation i l’“i"”: Nuvano us avditer, and Mugica as Geasucer,  [o this state-
law, to be asserted only in extreme necessity, and | et there is an item which says: * Paud bills of exchange
' when arbitrardy spplied to practice, a most frusful
source of’ abusc, injustice, and oppressivn.  One clear

temitie | by the muuister plenipotentiany of her Majesty n
Mexico for matters belonging tu the service, 100,000 % But
and certain Limitation it happily possesses—a limita-
tion which, amid all 118 encroachments upon the jnde-

end to divisions an anuthilate

I
i
it

* The infantas of Spain, the French princes, and the arch-
dukes of Austua, fulfil these conditions, and we may athim
that, from whichever quaiter a competitor should present
himself, he would be unamimously welcomed by the Mexi-
cau prople.

“ What, then, are the 1oterests of France in these ques-
tions ¢

*The day after this speech was delivered, Me. D. 1eceived
from a friend in New York, who could have had vo know |-
edge of nbis mtenlion o speak, much less of the topics he
destgned to diseus<, a tanslation from a speech delivered 1o
the Cartes of Spain on the st ol December, 1547, by Senm
Olvzoga, a man of dstineuon, and sspposed 1o Le the same
individual who was a few  yeais since [ist minister ol the
Ciown, Py this speech it appeais that as tecently as 1846,
a year ahier M. Guizot’s dechaation was made, and two
yems after M. de Mutias’s book was published, large sums
were expended by Spain for the purpose of estabhishing a
monaichy Mexico, and of pracing a Spanish poee va the
thione, The close connection of the govertments of France
aud Si.:in by the marviage of the Duke of M alpensier, the

muoch greater than this was the authorily our manister in
Mexicu possessed tur disposing of the public funds, 1 do not
kuow whether he has made use ol 1it. [ de not even know
pz'mlnuc-e ol sovereign States, has never until onr dny tis name., bl sup;:useshe wa:‘l em;::-.y lh:-m \; :lhuscmpullau;

> . lve g ' honestly 3 but s the Spamish people s0 bounfilully supphie

n overpassed, u . » o

lf' . : o ! ‘ d ) 1‘:\' | m“.r%ul”c”"?!:m' hy the un with mlliwus that they can off .rd 10 seud them 10 the New
varying testimony of abuse iseil, 1t1s 0ot 10 be ex-| wold, for the purpose of sustaming political intrigues in
ercised beyond the immediate sphere of the nations | that distant tegivn 7 How many meritorivus military men,
colcerne. It pertains rigldly and t‘xciusiw-ly tu| wiu have shed their blood for the good of their cuuniry, and
states '.-\'“lli" ‘Ill' same l‘H‘CIt‘ “r p“lllical action. lt whose means Of !Uppn.;l‘l habﬂ? heel; Clull d(:;:‘ll l\-; the Iuwes:
y by nevw : i ! otee . ) possible pownt, mignt have been awded by these laige sums !
I8 ““i). by -m.l'“b.lm]' 1nr_ the protection of ne 1izhbors How much wisery might have been alleviated by the mouey
against nelghibors, that 1t can, even upon the 'j’r““‘l‘ which has beeu thiown aaay in this manner ! Avd where
est principles, be rightfully employed. When it tra- | do they find suthority for squandenug millions to foster foi-
 verses oceans, and looks to the regulation of the po- | e1gu inuigues ¢

sand souls, into a republic, under the protection of

| Bion,

“ The establishment ia Mexico of a monarehy of any de-
scription whatever, resting upon a solid basis, should be the
first object of our policy ; for we know that the mstability
attached to the actual form of its government, brings with it
disadvantages fur our commerce, and inconveui-nees for our
people.”

He adds, that if Mexico is to prevserve her repub-
ltcan form of government, her incorporation into the
| Union of the North would seem more favorable to

France than her existing condition, on account of the
development of commerce and all the guaranteis of
| liberty, security, and justice, which his compatriots
'would enjoy ; and that England would lose, under
guch an order of things, wuat Frauce would gain,
Thus, theugh the dismemberment and absorption of
Mexieo by the United States, are rt'g:ll‘-h-ll b} M. de
Muofras as preferable to the commercial monopoly and
the »species of political sovereignty,” as he denomi-
nates 1t, which England has exercised in that coun-
try, the first object of France, according to him,
should be a reconstruction of monarchy 1 Mexico,
with a foreign prince on the throne, and this prince
from sowe branch of the Bourbon family. The opin-
wms contained 1o this book are not put forth as tive
mere speculations ol a private person.  They are the
oprnions of an agent of the government : the publica-

ftion s made by urder of the king, and under the nus-

pices of lus two chief mimstiers, and so stated in the

Jitle page. | do not mean to hold the government  of
France responsible for all the opliions contained in
[that work ; but, can we believe that those | have
'lquu'.t-:i. concerming as they do so gruve a subject as
the dnternational relations of France with Mexico,
and of Mexico with the United States, would have
vect pat forth without modification under such ligh
{othicial sanctions, if they had beon viewed with posi-
tive disfavor ! [t appears to we, that we are con-
strained to view them, like e declaraton of M. Gui-
zot, thougn certiunly tos very imferior extent, as pos-
sessing an officinl character, which we are not at
Liberty wholly 10 disregard, when we consider the
vile e conhection with the other,

Aud now, sir, | ask, do uot these npinions and dee-
larations, especinlly when we look to the open and
direct interiecrence with Great Pritain and Iranee, by
the torce of arms, i the domestiec affiirs of some of
the South American republics within the last two
years, furmish a just ground of apprehension, if we
should retire froin Mexieo without a treaty and as eu-
encites, that 1t nught become a theatre for the exer-
cise of influence of a most unfriendly character to
us!  Wih the aid of the uumurdn--:tl';'u'i}' in Mex-

| iCO, would there not be d;ul;_fl-r that the avowed de-
sign of estublishing a throne, aught be realized ?
The chances of open interposition are unquestionably
dimintshied by the results of the war @ but | am con-
struined to believe the chances of secret imterference
are ncreased by the avidity 1miputed to us for territo-
rinl extension.  Ought not this danger to influence,
to some extent, our own conduet, at least so far as
disstade us from abandoniug, until u better prospect
of a durable peace <hall exist, the advantages we
have guined as bellizerents ! We know a great
majority of the Mexican people are radically averse
toany other than a republican form of government ;
but we kuow, also, the proncness of a people among
whom anarchy reigus triumphant, to seck any refuge
Which promises the restoration of tranquility and so-
cial vrder,

Me. President, any attempt by a European power to
interpose i the atfairs of Mexico, either to establish
a tonarchy, or to wammtain, 1 the
Lyjzot,

language of M.
*the equilibrium of the great poliiecal forces
in America,” would be the signal for 2 war far more
Lnportant in its consequences, and pscrutable o 1its
issues, than this,  We could not submit to sueh inter-
Position if we would. The public optnion of the
country would compel us to resist L. We are cons-
mitted by the most formal declarstions, first made by
President Monroe in 1523, and repeated by the pres-
ent Chief .'\l.lgh'l“m: uf the Union. We Lave pros=
tested, 1n the most solemn manner, against any fur-
ther colomization by European puwers on this conti-
nent. We have protested against any interference in
the politieal conecerns of the independent states in this
liemisphere. A protest, it 1s true, does not imply
that the ground 1t assumes is to be mamtained at all
hazards, and it necessary, by force of arms. Great
Britain protested against the interfervnce of France
it the atfiars of .“:}mltl in 1523 ; she has more recent-
Iy protested against the absorption of Cracow by Aus-
trin as a violation of the political order of Europe,
seitled at Vienoa by the allied sovereizus, and against
the Montpensier warriage as a violation of the
treaty of Utreehit: but I do not remember that in
either case she did anything more thun to proclaim to
the world her disseat from the acts agninst which she
enterea her prulr'--t. It has :t!w;!\‘s seemed 1o me to
be unwise ina government to put furth manifestoes
without being prepared to maintain them by acts, or to
wake declarations of abstract prineiple until the oc-
casion has arrived for enforcing them. The declara-
tions of a President having no power to make war
without a vote oi Congress, or even to employ the
military force of the country except to defend our own
territory, 1s very ditferent from the protestof a sover-
eign holding the 1ssues of peace and warin hisown
But the furmer may be

when they are h'i?::xi”"lh as | believe

cifectunl
those of ['resi-
dents Moncve and Polk are, in respect to European
interterence on the American continent, by an undi-
vided public optnion, even though they may not have
received a formal response from Congress. [ hold,
therefore, of any such interposition as that to which
| have referred shouwld take place, resistance on our
part would inevitably follow, and we shiould become
inmvolved 1 controversivs, of man could

furesee the eud,

!l;ITFII?". nnt :l".‘i'.‘i

whichh no

Defore 1 quit this part of the subject, | desire to
advert o soe circumsiances recently inade }.uhlﬂ‘,
and, 1f true, ndicating siguificantly the extent 1o
which Greatl Uritain is disposed to earry her other en-
cronchments on this continent, as in every other quar-
ter of the globe. Un the const of Hoanduras, iu Uen-
tral Amerien, commonly ealied the Musquito coast,
there 1s a teibe of Indians bearing the name,
suimbering but a few huadred ndividasis, and mhab-
in the n
Cape Gracias a Dios, uear the ifteenth parallel of
north latitude. Several hoendreed is the
river San Juan, running from Lake Niearagua to the
Caribbean Sea, a gpace of about two degrees of lon-
gitude, with the town of Niearsgua at 1ts mouth,
upd acastle or furt about midway between
and lake, The lake 1s only tifteen lengues from the
l'.'u‘lfic, aud cunstitutles, wilh the river San Jn;m, vne
of the proposed lines ftor a ship canal across the
isthmus.  Great Britain bas recently laid claim to the
river San Juan and the twown of Nicaragua, it she
has not actually fraken possession of the latter. | have
gecn n communteation from the i:r.'.l-.'1-.'-'!l-ini-gl,'ll!."l'a!
at Guatemala, asserting the independence of” the Mus-
lll:i!uﬂ as u

sulne

g some miserable villaves qehiborliood of

tiies sauth

the lown

| have also seen a commnunicn-
tioa from tue British consul at Bluefield, on the Mos-
quilo shore, asserting that *‘the Mosquito tlag and
nation are under the special protection of the crown
of Great Britain,' and that *the limits which the
British Government = dvtermined to mamtaie as the
right of the King of the scamprebend
the San Juan river.” By Arrowsuith’s London At
lus, publishied m 1510, the Mosquito territory covered
about 40000 square miles, neasiy as lirge an area as
that of the State of New York: but 1t dd not ex-
tend below the twelfth ;'“r:t‘.i-". of latitude, while the
river San Juan i1s on the i huve seen the
protest of the State of Niwemiagua against the occu-
pation of the town of Nicaragua ou the river San
Juan, which, as the protest deciares, Las been from
time nnmemorial in her rin.rl and P able
The state «f San Salvador, one of the

nation.

M ""']'lﬂ s

cieventin

POSses-
Central
American republics, also unties 1 the protest, and
declares her determunution, if the outeage shall be
carried into effect, to exert her whole power until the
usurper **shall be driven from the linuts of Central

| Ameriea.”

I understand, for | speak ouly from information,
that Great Britain has for some time claimed to have
liad the _\In'stlllll-tﬁ. a mere paked tribe of ludians of
n few hundred under her

Ders s, protection,*—

Through ber influence they appointed a king, who
| was tunken to H--ll’l.!'. a Dritish station on the bay of

It is saud, also, that on
the decease of the king, le wus found to have be-
queathed lus dominions o her Britunnic Majesty, It
appears o be certain that she has, under thys pretence
of" protection, extended her dominion over an unmense
surface in Central America ; that she has at least ope

Y ueatan, aud there erowned,

®*Extract of a letter from the Supreme Government of the

State of Nicaragua to the Supreme Government of the

State of San dalvador.

“A tibe with no recognized form of government, without
civilization, and enlirely abandoved to savage life, is sud-
denly made use of by culightened England tur the puipose
of plavting one of her feet upon the Athiutic coast ol this
State ; o1 rather, for the puipose of taking possession of the
port for communicalion between Earope, Amenica and Asia,

| sod other unpoitant counties at the pot wWheve the grand

inter~oceanic canal is must practicable.”

| oppression.
matter of expediency and established practice,
| assented to the doctrine laid down by the noble lord

nations, to do so.

L ried on until 1523,

| of tiue g ld.

| dullars
| beginning of the century, 40,000 000 dollars.

- US0,000,000 of gold.

| they were at onee carried away from the s

| tuey were enabled w0 reach Tunis,

ﬂm—

vessel of war, the Sun, commanded by an officer bear-
ing an English name, “Commander Trotter, of the
Mosquito navy,"” as he is styled in a letter written by
the British consul at EBluefield, and that she is still
further extending herself, against the remonstrance of
the Central American States. DBut these States, be-
sides being physically weak, are distracted by inter-
nal ft.‘lld.'.i; and if the prllt:ut‘lilllg:i C l?ﬂ!llﬂllll.‘d of be
not the unauthorized acts of British agents, which
Great Britain will disavow, it 18 hardly 10 be expected
that a usurpation, so unjustifiably consummated, will
be abanduned on an appeal to the jusiice of the wrong-
doer. Whether our government should remain qui-
escent under this encroachment upon near and de-
feunceless lwighbﬂrs. 1= a qu?aﬂioll \\'tj)l'”l}' uf cousider-
ation. Under any circumstances, it secius o me to
afford linle assurance of non-interference with the
affairs of Mexico, iff our forees were to be withdrawn
withoul a treaty.

There is another consideration which ought not to
be overlooked. In July last, Lord George Beotinck
made a motion for sn address to her Britannic Majesty,
praying her 1o take such measurcs us she mught deem
proper o secure the payment of the Spanish govera-
ment bonds held by Brtsh subjects. Those bonds
amount to about three hundred and cighty millions of
dollars, and on about three hundred und forty mullons
no interest whatever has been paid: and including
this debt nearly seven hundred and thirty millions of
dollars are due to British subjects by foreign govern-
ments—a sum equal to about une fitth of her nation-
al debt.  He contended, that *by the law of nations,
from time immemorial, it has been held that the re-
covery of Just debis s a lawful cause of war, if the
country from which payment 18 due 1cfuses to listen
to the claims of the conntry to whom money sowing."

| He quoted nuthorities to shiow that the payment of
: the debt, or the intereston it, might be enfurced with-
{ ou!

having recourse 1o arms, though as<erting the
He referred 1o
the rich colonies of Spain, and especially Cuba, 10

right to resort to foree to compel 11,

| show that there was wealth en ugh 1 1s anunual pro-
| duce and revenae 1 pay the whole debt due by Spain

He referred to the naval
force wineh Spaln possessed 1o show that thore would
not be *any very effective resistance,” and that “the
most ttid munister” need not fear i, Having, n
the conrse of las remsar ks, called the attention ot the

to British bond-holders.™

| Minister of Foreygn Affasrs to the subjeet, Lord Pal-
L merston, in responding to his call, entered into an ex-
| tended stintement n respect to the fureiga debt doe to
' British  suljeets,
| transacltions h_v one  governmesnt with anpother, Dy

He drew a distinction between
Britisii subjects with the s bjects of another govern-
ment, and vetween debts and acts of Injustice and
This distinetion, however, he treated us

He

whio made the motion for an address, and Le said, 1f it

| were the wise policy of Loglaud to Jay down a rule
l that she would enforee obligations of this character
| with the sa ae nigor as those of a different character,

she would have a tull nght, aceording to the laws of
And Le concluded by suying that
England bad not refraimed from taking the steps urged
b}' s noble friend, because she was “afraid of these
stutes, or all of them put together ;™ that it was not

1o be supposed the British Parliament, or the British

nation, would long remain patient under the wrong,

and that they had ample power and means to obtain

Justice.

| Concluded in our next)

Gorp Mixes 18 Russia.—The mines of Russia
have become the great source for the supply of gold
to the wurld, as the mines of America for the supply
of silver.  But the circumsiance which has recently
attracted much attention o these mines, was the n-
vestment by the Ewmperor of of twenty-four
mullious of dollars i precious metals, in the securi-
ties of England and France. The Paris Journal des
Debats, has emered fully into the subject and given
full particulars of the proceeds of these mines. The
gold mines are situated in the chamn of the Ural
mountaims, and more to the east, in the heart of Sibe-
rin. Lhese are immense allovions stretched out at
the fuot of the Ural mountains, or ia the vallies of
the more elevated chain of the Altar mountajns. Gold
is there in its native state, disseminated as usual in
very small quantities in the midst of sand and gravel,
The zone in which the auriferous deposits are distrib-
uted has a wean width of about mine hundred kilowme-
tres, (ratuer more than balf a mile) and a length of
several thousand Kilometres., Tue presence of gvid
on so great an extent of soil is one of the must gen-

Russia

| eral of the mmeralogical phenomena which can be
- puinted out on the face of the globe.

The working of the mines wus pot regularly car-
Till then all the gold furnished
by boreal Kussia was reduced to about fourteen hun-
dred pounds weizht, which was separated as an scces-
sory production, from the silver, of which the coun-
try has some munes. This amount represents,—ac-
cording to the tanff of French woney, which gives

110 gold fifteen times and a half’ tie value of silver—
' a sum of about

0,000 dollars.  In 1% the pro-
dictivn as officially stated, was about 10,000 pounds
Allowing for what passes off clandes-
tllu.-‘._;'. i order o aviud the impost, the pm«iul-uun
may b placed at 46,000 pounds, which represents
15,210,000 doliars. Io 1840 the amount ostained
was potl two fifths of thas suin, but during these last
years the werease has been very great.

X '-:lnir;ll't'd witl the 11!1311!;1}‘ ouf gl-]d fl.lflliﬂflt'd f'mm
other parts of the world, it 1s estitnated that Russia

' }n'ld- about double the amount.

\ more exact lea of the mmportance of this pro-
duct may be formed by comparing 1t with silver, At
the beginming of the century, America vield d over
thiriy-tive uullions of dollars of fine silver. The
Spamish republics, slmost all of them made desolate
by anarchy, have seen this prodact fall to 27,000,000
The geueral production of silver was, at the
Ameri-
of metal. There
was then produced in the world £ *muucs 33 centiines
: i ogold. At present the
total product of s.iver may be estimated at nearly
SU,000,000 ot dollurs, agninst more than 41,000,000
dullars ol gold.  Tueold proportion s thus overturned,
and must be attributed o Kussia,

e rate which was presented at the beginning of
the century was nearly the mean rate of the product

ca then turmished nine<tenius this

in stlver aga; e frane

It.»f' the two metals sinee the discovery of Americs.

Till more recent tunes America had had almost the
eaxclusive privilege of supply g the world with gold
and silver. Whgat 1t had produced from its discovery
to the first of January, 1546, may be computed to
amount 1o 7 mulhiards 120,000,000 dollars, of which
2 mulhards 340,000,000 were s silver, snd 1 eullard
It 13 conseguence of tius
great extraction of silver that the gold lad ascquired
so much value 1 relation o that metal, and that one
Kilogrum, or about two pounds of gold, which in com-
werce was formerly exchanged for ten kilograms of
stlver, had reached the valueof 15 1-2 0r 1534, In
process of tme, il as there = reason to believe, the
{'rmh:cl? of ;:'llll continues to be Rll-a-‘:'a what It is
now, the comparative value of the two metals will

| ot be slow i approaching more or less what 1t was

three cenluries apo.— N, Y. Post.

~ Dreadful Shipwreek.
Intelligence bas been recenved from Malta of the

ltlfal Iw-n‘ uf her .\l.'ljv.-l_\"s steam fr;te"ltn' .\\engvl‘. on
the Surelle rocks, off the Northern coast of Africa.

| The Avenger liad on boad 230 persons, all of whom,

it s learned, were drowped, with the exce ptiom of a
heatenant and four wen.  The vessel was conunanded
h_}' a sou of Admiral .\':.;m-r v and among the victims
was Licut. Marryatl., [t siatement

3 apprars v @
in the Malta Times, that when the Avenger struck,

' two boats were lowered, vne contannung Lieat. Rooke,

the surgeon, the second masier, amd live seamen: but
e, \\nn'il
Hu'}' saw thrown upon ber beam ends, the sea muking
a clean breach over her.  The boat reached the coast

! uf‘ .\fl'l"ll ul i';l.(.ut‘lu. but was 3w .llll{‘t'l: i the ulh'lupt

to lanag l-m_\‘ live persatis, Inciuding Laeat. l;-.-uke,
Ly the aid of some frendly Arabs,
1 le Avenger
was o first class sieawer, of 1444 tous, and 630 horse
power.

ua ed Thier s,

Axorsner Faran Smpwreck.—The ship Helena,
of I'Jumlve, bound to that port with a .rargu'\u:m‘d at
L£20,000, was wrecked on North Ronaldsba, on the
loth of Decewmber, and six of the crew drowned. The
cargo will be partly saved. It 18 (usured one-ball’ in
London, and the other 10 New York.

Deatu or THe U.S. Conxsvi ar Bsirasr.—The
Euglish papers announce the sudden and uoexpected
death of Thomas W. Gilpin, Esq., the L n.:.:d Sites
consul at Belfast. Mr. G. was e brother ol our res-
pected townsman, Heary D. Gulpi, Lsq,—Phuadeyplug
Bulletin.




