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Tin- - Western

Fremnni IHs Ac A iertmentK and Hi Shortcoming
By Whom lie it Surrounded and fry Whom He it not
Ssen.

Correspondence of the X. T. TTmea.

St Lot is. Friday. September 20, 1861.

The New York and other papers throughout
the country appear to be very much engrossed
with the case of Gen. Fremont, and the merits of
his late proclamation. Most of the journals that
I have read assume that the proclamation of
Gen. Fremont, liberating the slaves of traitors,
and the supposed personal difficulties between
the General and Col. F. P. Blair are the only
questions brought betöre the Government nt
Washington. These assumptions are erroneous.

For the purpose of correcting this error, and
presenting the real causes of complaint, (as I
understand them,) I ask a place in your columns.

I will give a brief history of events; Gen. Fre-

mont was assigned to the command of the De
part ment of the West on the 2d of July. Gen.
Lyon was then in the Southwest and the Depart-
ment at St. Lours virtually without a had. Gen.
Fremont did not reach St. Louis until the 25th
of July. The Cabinet at Washington, (and I
believe Gen. Fremont,) had been written to and
telegraphed that it was all important that the
commander should at once enter upon his duties.
But the only information we could get was that
the General bad gone to New York to await the
arrival of his wife from California, and could
learn nothing more until his arrival at the time
above mentioned. Whether this delay was the
fault of Gen. Fremont or of the Department at
Washington I know not, but this I do know, that
by this delay great interests were neglected in
Missouri.

When General Fremont did arrive, dispatches
were said to be awaiting him from Gen. Lyon,
(then at Springfield,) urging bis need of men and
supplies.

On the 26th of July Major Farrar, aid to Gen.
Lyon, and Captain Ca vender, called on General
Fremont to urge the wants of Lyon's command.
About the same time Major Phelps, the well
known member of Congress, came to St. Louis
as a special messenger from General Lyon, to
explain to General Fremont the condition of the
South-west- , the great strength of the enemy and
the want of reinforcements and supplies for Ly-

on's army.
About this time Pillow, at New Madrid, and

Hardee, at Greenfield, were threatening Bird's
Point and Pilot Knob, and to those points the at-

tention of the Commanding General was also
called by messengers from our camps. To meet
all these demands required more troops than
Gen. Fremont had at his command, and it was a
matter of judgment how the trjops he could con
t.ol should be disposed of.

Prominent citizens of St. Louis known to be
high in the confidence of the Government, some
of them personal and political friends of General
Fremont, called on him and urged the necessitv
of sending troops to Lyon. They suggested to
him that the South west was the natural route
for Governor Jackson to return to the State and
try to recover the Capital; that if the rebels
could depart, or force Lyon to retreat on St.
Louis, they could expect large reinforcements to

them on the Osage, and thus insure the re
establishment of the rebel government at Jeffer
son City; and that as by the South west was the
only really feasible route for a rebel army to
reach the Capital, the movements of Pillow and
Hardee were only feints, intended to divert atten-
tion from the movements of McCulloch and
Price, where tbe blow was to be struck.

These arguments did not convince General
Fremont, and he decided to reinforce Bird's
Point instead of General Lyon, and, with an en-

ergy that I could not disparage, called in troops,
m uie his preparations, and in one week after his
arrival left with a force of 5,000 men for Cape
Girardeau and Bird's Point, taking some heavy
artillery for their defense. While due credit was !

awarded to the General for his energy in getting
up toe expedition, yet there were some criticisms
ventured among old fashioned men at seeing the
General go down to the boat in an open barouche
drawn by four horses, and to see him go aboard a
magnificent steamer, chartered for the exclusive
use of the General and suite. But then the Duke
of Marlborough fought well, if he was extrava-
gant.

After an absence of three days the General re
turned to the city to meet more appeals in behalf
of General Lyon, and to receive more certain in-

telligence of the great strength of the enemy in
the south-wes- t. The General's answer to these
appeals was want of troops to send.

I am told that it was suggested to the General
th.tt Wyman's regiment and Stevenson's regi
ment, both stationed at Rolla, could be spared
and sent iorwari. snd that ll anv troops were re
quired to guard the store at Rolla, Home Guards
at 9t Louis could be sent out to perform --hat
duty.

I am also told tint Colonel Wyman, who com
ii in-le- a splendid Illinois regiment, wrote to the
General begging that he might lie ordered for-

ward. But no troops were sent, and Lyon and
his Spartan band were left to their sad fate.
Our only consolation is, that, at Wilson's
f-e- k, they made a record of glory that shall
never die.

Intelligent officers engaged in the battle ex
press the opinion that two more regi menu would
have eained us a ölend id victor , and saved
south western Missouri from the desolation which
has followed. Many good and true men in Mis
souri, with no unkind feeling to General Fremont
believe that the defeat of Lvoa was Fremont's '

ult.

A second cause of complaint has been found in
tbe selection of a staff, composed, in great part, of
Italians and Hungarians, some of whom can not
speak onr language, and who can have but an
imperfect knowledge of the best mode of warfare

in our extended West, especially .. ith an enemy
composed, in great part, of roving guerrillas. Ad
ded to this annoyance is his Hungarian body
at his quarters, with all the paraphernalia of an
Luropean palace.

The third objection is the great difficulty of
seeing the General ou important business. I
have Known Colonels of regiments spend three,
four and five days in St. Louis, seeking an inter
view wu'h the General, to tender regiments for
the public service. Some of them gave up the
case as hopeless, and went home "without the
sight. " When perseverance was crowned with
success, and regiments were accepted, I have
known them wait for necessary orders two or
three days. This last delay may have been the
fault of bis staff, but if so, the General should
provide against such deUys in his own office.
Among the Colonels referred tc as offering troops
but delayed, I will name Col. Turner, Col. Tin
dell. Col. Glover, Col. Foster. Col. Hays, and
Col. John S. Phelps.

Governors, Congressmen, and leading men of
the West have failed to obtain interviews with
the General when calling on business of impor-
tance to the public service. If this statement is
doubted by your readers, let then inquire of Gov.
Gamble, Gov. Yates, Wood. Sen-
ator Browning, and others who have tried the
experiment.

A fourth cause of complaint is neglect to pro-
tect northeast Missouri from Martin Green's band
of marauders. They were allowed to sweep
over several counties, disarming and robbing the
Union men of those counties before any effort
was made to check them. It was a still greater
ueglect to leave Col. Mulligan without reinforce-
ments at Lexington, when it had been known in
St. Louts for ten days before Price reached Lex
ington that he was marching on that place with a
large army.

A fifth cause of complaint is his extravagance
with the public money in all hts expenditures;
one of these expenditures being the surrounding
of the city of St. Louis with fortifications that
will, if completed, cost a million of dollars.

A sixth cause of complaint is the importation
of contractors and others from California, some
of them as follow: Major Wood, once connected
with the Express Company in California, Private
Secretary; Mr. Beard, Contractor for earthwork
about St. Louis estimated amount of contract
$255.000; Mr. Haskel, said to be of the late firm
of Palmer, Cook k Co., contract for wagons and
horses to an enormous amount; Major Selover,
formerly auctioneer in San Francisco, dealer in
and seller out of contracts generally; and Col.
Adams, of California, contract for building two
propellers, forty floating batteries, lie. There
are some other Californians here said to have
contracts on a smaller scale.

Now, I do not wish to disparage California or
any of her citizens, but is it not straube that a
digger of ditches has to be brought from Califor-
nia, and the work let out to him by contract? Is
it not strange that the contract for wagons shall
be given to a Californinn, not a mechanic, instead
of going direct to the wagon makers of the West?
Is it not strange that a contract for boats and
batteries in St. Louis, is given to a Californian?
and that all these fat jobs are let out privately?
No advertisement, no competition.

In alluding to these matters. I make no charge
of corruption against General Fremont; but I do
fear that he allows his confidence to be imposed
upon. Such operations, if continued, will drain
the treasury faster than Secretary Chase can re-

plenish it.
h tTo sum up then, in brief, the causes of com-
plaint that have gone up from Missouri against
Fremont. ar his neglect of the gallant Lyon; his
neglect of north east Missouri; his neglect to re-

inforce Lexington until the enemy were upon it;
his exclusiveness and neglect to see Governors
and Colonels on important business; and his ex-

travagance in the expenditure of public money.
So far as Iiis proclamation was concerned, it did

not meet the hes-rt- y approval of Union men in
Missouri. They thought it too important a step
to take, and too great a political issue to make.

itbout consulting the President; they thought
it showed weakness to proclaim martial law in
Missouri, without the power to enforce it.

At the very date of his proclamation, some of
the bounds within which martial law was to pre-
vail were in the hands of the enemy; within a
week thereafter, St. Joseph City, and the rail-
road leading to it, were under the control of Se-

cession. Hence, his proclamation was a mere
"paper blockade." and calculated to bring its
author into ridicule before our enemies. But
while this was the opinion entertained, it was not
made cause of complaint at Washington. Our
people care not for such trifles. They would put
np with a new proclamation every day, if they
could see any evidence of generalship in the
marshaling of our armies, and in meeting and
overthrowing traitors. Yea, more; they would
stand the squandering of a few millions of the
public money, if done by a dashing and victori-
ous conqueror.

But to see the court style of Princes set up in
our midst to see our General surrounded by
those not only ignorant of our institutions and
the geography of our country, but ignorant of
our language to see the first men of our coun-
try, calling on important business, denied inter-
views with the Commanding General to see the
Public Treasury bleeding, and nothing done to
relieve us from the sweeping march of traitors
through our State these are among thecauses of
our complaint. These are the grievances of
which true Union men with no desire but the
public good, with no wish to injure Fremont, but
from duty to the country and the cause have
complained, and will continue to complain, until
the ol the Army and Navy
of the United States remedies the evil, and gives
us a man better calculated to direct the grand
army of the West.

A change in this Department will be made it
rests with the President to decide whether it shall
be made "before Manassas" or "after Manassas."
Such are the convictions of Candor.

The Itebel Army.
Forney's Press of Thursday, in its Washing-

ton dispatches, gives tbe following interestin

items in reference to the rebel army upon the
Potomac:

The Position or the Army. The pickets and
parties from the army of the Potomac,

together with the observations made by those
who are daily going up in tbe balloon, have giv-

en the fullest assurance that the enemy remains
in full force in front of our advanced pickets.
Their eavalrv is also on the scout, and our pick
ets have, by the approach of superior numbers,
been forced in on some points, only, however, to
take their advanced positions again It is re-

marked by experienced officers, that the situation
now much resembles that of Solferino. in the
length of the lines, the number of the troops on
either side, and the general characteristics of the
country. It is intimated that General Be.ture
gard has actually selected positions to carry out
the details in an exact counterpart of that battle-
field. But of this I have no positive assurance.
It docs appear evident, however, that no engage-
ment can take place now without the whole
length of the army being drawn Into the conflict,
as they are now lace to face for a distance of
nine miles.

The Rebel Army Clothing. Capt. Thomas,
of the clothing and equipage de
p art ment. has on exhibition at his office a con-
siderable amount of clothing belonging to the
rebel army, which was captored at the time of
the advance of our troops on Munson's Hill.
Some of the coats and pantaloons for the officers
were of the finest French cloth, and of the most
substantial character.

They were captured in a rebel wagon, together
with a number of muskets, sabres, pistols and
several Colt's patent rifles. The
clothing is elaborately adorned with tinsel.

jy Hon Willie P. Mangum died at his resi-
dence in Orange county, North Carolina, on the
lltb inst., aged sixty nine years. Mr. Mangum
has suffered with paralysis for several years past,
and his death was probably hastened by the loss
of his only son, who wss killed at the battle of
Manassas. Mr. Mangum had served as a mem
ber of the North Carolina Legislature, as a
Judge of the Supreme Court, a Represenative
and a Senator in Congress. In 1836 he received
the vote ot his State lor President. During 1 y
ler's administration he was President pro Urn. of
the Senate, and acting Vice President of the
United States.

X3f For your wall and window paper, buff
and green Holland, window rollers, cord and tas-

sels; school, medical and blank books, stationery,
he., go to Werden k Co.'. No. 26 F. ist Wash-ingto- n

street, opposite Glenn' Block. wltt

From the National Intelligenter. Tin.

The President and Gen. Fremont.
We regret to observe that a portion of the Re-

publican press in the North and East (we are clad
to say a small portion) betray a disposition to
raise questions of political discrimination, and to
agitate topics ot sectional sensibility, in the pre
ence of the more immediate and grander issues
which deserve to encage the attention of the
whole loyal population, as they must continue to
engage the plighted faith and activity of the
National Government. We allude tc tbe dissent
which certain journals have expressed from so
much of the President's recent "open order" to
Major General Fremont, as restrains and modi-
fies the proceedings of that officer under his proc-
lamation declaring martial law in Missouri.

We remark that the exceptions taken to the
propriety of the President's ruling in this matter
proceed in every case from such newspapers as
have been heretofore distirgu'shed for the zeal
ami virulence with which they have assailed not
only the political extravagance of "Pro Slavery
leaders," but the entire" social system of the
slaveholding States, so far as that system depends
on the institution of slavery. And to such ex
tent is this animosity carried by one most intelli-
gent journal at the North that simply because
certain papers, not heretofore in direct political
sympathy with the and charged
with being too favorable to the cause of the se
cessldntsts, have expressed their warm approba
tion of the President's decision iu this regard, it
intimates the hope that the President will find in
this very fact an admonitory lesson by which to
"learn whither he is tending." As if praises
rendered from any quarter to the strict observ-
ance of a law passed by the late Reptiblicah Con-
gress ought to be a source of shame to a Repub
lican President.

We cite this single case to show the origin and
political aminus of the criticisms passed upon the
conduct of Mr. Lincoln in this discharge of his
duty under the Constitution and the laws, and
that too by journals which have been among the
first to urge a total putting away of partisan dis-

tinctions in the face of the perils besetting the
very existence of the Govemmeut.

It has been proclaimed by the Administration
from the beginning of the hostilities forced upon
it, and by the National Legislature in providing
ways and means for their vigorous prosecutiou,
that this "deplorable civil wat'" is waged with a
single eye to the restitution of the national au-

thority, and with no purpose of subverting the
social institutions of any State. In this spirit it
was that both branches of Congress, with a unani
mity unparalleled in a matter involving questions
so delicate, and still warm with the passions of
cotemporary politics, passed the resolution of
Mr. Crittenden, affirming "that this war is not
waged in their part in any spirit of oppression, or
for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, or
purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the
rights of established institutions of any State,
but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the
Constitution, and to preserve the Union, with nil
the dignity, equality and rights of the several
States unimpaired : and that, as soon as these ob-

jects are accomplished the war ought to cease."
True to the letter and spirit of this declaration,

the present distinguished Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in his spirit stirring address to the people of
the United States, calling for their material aid
in carrying on the war, held the following appro-
priate language :

"Is it unreasonable to hope that the auspicious
result of peace may be hastened by the reflections
of the citizens of the States in insurrection? That
they will review their action; weigh their own
welfare; consider the disposition of the people of
the whole country, to recognize all their constitu-
tional rights and to allow them their full share in
the benefits of the common Government, and re
new that allegiance to the Union which, in an
evil hour, they have been tempted to throw off?
Will they not reflect that the war into which the
Government of the Union has been constrained,
is not a war for their subjugation, but a war for
national existence, and that an auspicious result
to the Union will benefit as largely the States in
insurrection as the States which have remained
loyal?"

lt passes our comprehension that any loyal cit-
izen should impute as a fault to the President the
fidelity with which he seeks to keep the faith of
the Government in this regard. We know that
the disunion and secession press has been swift to
predict that the Administration would prove re-
creant to its duty and its pledges under this bead,
but we had never supposed that professedly loyal
prints would be forward to second the justice of
such representations, by confessing to any sur-
prise or regret at a decision which forever defeats
rxpecutions so discreditable to the sincerity of
the national Government under its present Ad
ministration. Those who think it a matter of
reproach to the President that he has, by his firm-
ness, won the praise of his political opponents,
might well be reminded that in falsifying his con-
stitutional engagements, so as to merit the ap-
plause of some anti slavery extremists, he vould
only justify the predictions of the most envenom-
ed among those in arms against the Government.
And we are free to express the belief that such
a dereliction of duty on his part would not please
the latter any less than the former; for tlie Seces-
sion leaders know full well that any such policy
would be fatal to all hopes of restoring the Union,
and that the contest, by degenerating into a pure-
ly sectional conflict between slaveholding and

States, would henceforth lose
that national prestige which now gives to the
Government its highest claim to the support of all
loyal citizens, without regard to State lines, as
without regard to former political differences. If
the contest should ever Jose the character now
impressed upon it by the whole theory of the
Constitution, and by the direct legislation of Con-
gress, it would pass into an entirely new sphereof
ideas, and would demand new civil as well as
new military arrangements to conduct its opera-
tions. Under these circumstances, with the new
combinations that might be expected to result
from such a dissolution of the political elements,
already deeply stirred by the agitations of the
times, we should indeed have "confusion worse
confounded" in our distracted land. It would be
to superinduce, in the worse possible form, a con-
dition of things in which

Chaos umpire sits
And by decWon more embroils the fray
By which he reigns.

And those who assail the firmness of the Pres-ideu- t

for maintaining intact, as far as possible in
this revolutionary crisis, the Constitution of the
country and the law of Congress, appear to for- -

get that to allow a different course on the part of
. I . r--. , . . ... I

tne jaajor uenerais unaer nis command, would be
virtually to abdicate his functions as the Execu-
tive head of the nation, and as the Commander
in Chief of all the forces now in the fiel i. It
has been well said by a New York cotem-porary- ,

which ardently sustains at once the Ad
ministration and the Government we ailude to
the World that "unity of action is indispensi-bl- e

to military success, and unity in military
movements can be attained only by by submitting
them all to one directing mind." Those who
dissent from the wisdom of the President's or-
der, restraining the proceedings of General Fre-
mont within the limits of the law of Congress,
are ready, it seems to acquiesce in the parceling
out of the national authority into as many Major
Generalships as we have Major Generals in the
field. These latter, in their several military dis-

tricts, and not the President as their constitution-
al Commander in Chief, are to control, without
let or hindrance, all military operations, and de-

cide questions of civil or social law which nei-

ther the Constitution nor the laws of Congress
have remitted to the adjudication of the one or
the other

It can not be doubted, as has been well said bv
another of our New York cotemporaries, that an
advancing army will necessarily make what use it
can of all property of "rebels in arms," and in
doing so will, without waiting for the processes of
courts, seize aud consume provisions, transfer to
its own use all arms and munitions of war, horses,
wagons, and available goods, and, of course, un
der this general rule, as tbe Government has
already declared, rights to slave property, "de
pendent on the laws of the States within which
military operations are conducted, must be neces- -

saniy suooruinaied to tne military exigencies cre-
ated by the insurrection, if not wholly- - forfeited by
the treasonable conduct of parties claiming
them. ' This may effect the virtual freedom of
many slaves; nor do we see how a people in arms
can expect any other result than this in the im-

mediate localities where the war is carried on.
But this, which may be called an incidental effect
of the war, is a very different matter from confis-
cation of property, aa that phrase is ordinarily and
properly understood, to the perfection of which a
legal proceeding is necessary, involving a convic-
tion for treason, or a decree of confiscation on ac-

count of treason by a competent court.

It must be obvious to all wha pause to reflect
on the relation of slavery in Bats conflict, that,
so far aa they may be suspended or destroyed by
war, it must be mainly due to such incidental et
fects as are likely to result from the exigencies of
mnitarv movements maoe in araies "wnoiiv or
oartiallv under insurrectionary control." Even
f liberation of slaves were an avowed object l

01 tne wur, it rouiu oe aecompusneo only in the
track of a liberating armv, as mere edicts of
emancipation would be utterly powerless, except
so far as they were carried into effect by the law
of force against the wishes and interests of the
parties concerned as and tbe theo
retical contradiction of any ,.ch policy, proceed-
ing sm it would oa the prrnciole that "the boon of
freedom" is to be given only to the slaves of
"rebels in arms" against the Government would
seem to discredit the philosophy as well as the
feasibility of tbe scheme it proposes.

And as the che me could not be carried into
execution without to some extent impairing the
tenure of slave property held by, loyal masters
(for what would be the condition of the loyal
planter with the slaves of neighboring rebels set
free around himi) it follows that any such theory
is as partial and inadequate, when viewed in its
governmental as in its philanthropic relations. It
only remains, therefore, for the patriot, equally
with the humanitarian, to sustain the hands of
the President in the just and legal attitude he has
taken, in conformity with the Constitution and
the laws under this head. And the more vigor
and determination he shows in the maintenance
of his own honor and of the plighted faith of the
National Legislature in this matter, the greater
will be the respect he must receive from the great
mass of the loyal population, upon whom his Ad-
ministration in this day of trial depends for its
support.

War I or a 1 1 is in Missouri.
Localities in Missouri are becoming so note

worthy by everyday events of the war that we

fire some special descriptions and distances,
are three railroad routes leaving St. Louis

for the interior of Missouri which do not cross
the Missouri River.

The Iron Mountain Railroad in the mineral
region, takes a course toward the south-we- st part
of the State, being completed eighty-seve- miles,
to Pilot Knob.

The Pacific (Mo.) Railroad takes a course
north-west- , striking the south bank of the Mis
souri at Franklin, thirty-seve- n miles from St.
Louis. Here the south-wes- t Branch diverges to-
ward the southwest part of the State, and is com-
pleted to Roila. seventy six miles from St. Louis.

The main route leaving Franklin pursues the
30uth bank of the Missouri eighty-eigh- t miles be-

yond Franklin, to Jefferson City, which point is
one hundred sad twenty-fiv- miles from St. Lous.

Jefferson Uitv, ou the Missouri river, is the
Capital of the State, distant by water from St.
Louis one hundred and fifty-fiv- e miles. Sedalia
is sixty-fou- r miles beyond, and is the present ter
minus of the Pacific Railroad, which is to be i

complete! to Kansas City, on the Missouri River.
Sedalia, where the cars reach, is between j

Georgetown and Warrensburg. Both these points
are of present special interest, as it is reported
that Price and McCullough, and perhaps Hardee,
with united forces some say forty thousand
are between these towns.

Georgetown, the capital of Pettis county , is
situated on an extensive plain and near Muddy-Creek-

,

the west bank of Limine river; it is thirty-s-

even miles W. S. W. of Booneville and near
Sedalia station , one hundred and eighty miles from
St. Louis.

is the capital of Johnson county,
on Black river, near the mouth of Postoak
creek, ninety eight miles W. by N. from Jeffer-
son City. It bears about the same distance to
Lexington northwest of it as Georgetown bears
to Booneville, which is northeast.

Lexington, on the south bank of the Missouri
river, capital of Lafayette county, is one hun-ere- d

and twenty miles by the road from Jeffer-
son City.

Glasgow is below, in Howard county, on the
north bank of the Missouri, seventy-tw- o miles d

northwest of Jefferson City.
Booneville is further down on the Missouri

river, being forty oight miles northwest of Jef-
ferson City.

Above Lexington, about five miles from the
M issouri river, is Liberty, capital of Clay county.

Westport and Kansas City, the latter three-quarter- s

of a mile below the mouth of Kansas
river, are near the boundary line of Missouri and
Kansas.

Independence is about fourteen miles this side
of Kansas City.

The North Missouri Railroad crosses the Mis-
souri river at St. Charles and at Sturgeon, 130
miles from St. Louis, approaches within twenty
miles of the Missouri river at Glasgow; it pro-
ceeds directly north, intersecting the east and
west Railroad from Hannibal to St. Joseph at
Hudson. Distance from Hannibal to St. Joseph,
206 miles; from St. Louis to Hudson, 168 miles;
from St. Louis to St. Joseph, 304 miles. Atchi-
son City, on the Missouri river, is 20 miles below
St. Joseph, and Leavenworth 20 miles below
Atchison City.

Chillicothe, in Livingston county, is on the
Hannibal Railroad, a point nearest Lexington by
that route.

Richmond, Capital of Ray county, 7 miles
north of Lexington, is where ex Councilman H.
A. Edwards was missed from the Groesbeck reg-
iment; perhaps he was taken prisoner. The en-
emy, at Lexington, learning of the arrival of
inforcements of Gen. Sturgis from Chillicothe,
seized the ferry boat and sallied out toward Rich-
mond to cut off the aid to Mulligan. Sturgis by
forced marches was compelled to retreat up the
river to Kansas City.

Wells fennty Democratic Conven-
tion.

The Democracy of this county met in conven-
tion at Bluffton on the lst of September. The
Banner says it "was respectable in numbers and
enthusiastic in spirit." Judge Garton was called
to the chair and J. G. Smith was appointed Secre
tary. L. P. Milligan, Esq., of Huntington, ad-

dressed the convention in an able, eloquent and
patriotic speech.

The following resolutions were

1. Retched, That the civil war by which our
country is at present distracted, is the natural
offspring of misguided sectionalism engendered
br fanatical agitators North as well as South-
aud that the Democratic partv, having eoual- -

ly opposed the extremists of both sections, and
having at all times zealously contended for the
administration of the General Government with-
in its constitutional limits, is in no way responsi-
ble lor calamities that have resulted from a de-

parture from its doctrines, and a disregard of its
warning and advice.

2. Resolved, That in this National emergen-
cy, the Democracy and other Union men of Wells
county, banishing all feelings of passion or re-

sentment, will recollect only their duty to the
whole country ; that this war should not be
waged in any spirit of oppression, nor for any
purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor for the
purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the
rights or established institutions of the States,
but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the
Constitution, and to preserve the Union with all
the dignity, equality and rights of the several
States unimpaired ; and that so soon as these ob-

jects are accomplished, the war ought to cease
3. Resolved, That the volunteer soldiers who,

at the call of their country, promptly went forth
to do battle in defense of its Constitution and
laws, are entitled to our hearty thanks for the
gallant manner in bich they have discharged

j their duties.
4. Resolved, That the freedom of speech, the

liberty of the press, the right of trial by jury,
j and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus,
are the great bulwarks of American liberty; that
no citizen can be legally deprived of the benefit

j of the writ of habeas corpus, except by Congress
and then only in case of rebellion Or invasion
when the public safety may require it; that we
regard free speech, and the right to fully, treely
and temperately investigate all the acts of the
Administration, as among the inalienable and
most sacred rights of American citizens a right
which we expect, being responsible for the abuse
thereof, to exercise and enjoy, and a right which
no good citizen would seek to destroy or with-

hold; and that it behooves every loyal citizen
to see that it is not destroyed, either through the
forms of law or by attempted violence.

A. Resolved, That the General Government has
no powers except those specified In tbo Federal
Constitution; that all other powers ar t reserved
and belong to the States respectively, or to the
people; that the preservation of this Government,
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whether in sunshine or storm depends altogether
on a strict observance and adherence to the pow- -

era of the one and an entire and total boo inter- -

vention with the rights of
.
the other; that everv

department and everv atent of the General Gov- -
:

i j o
em merit should alwavs act within and never out
side of tbe powers thus delegated

6. Resolved, That the Indiana Stute Sentinel
and Bluffton Banner be requested to publish the
pioceedings of this meeting.

General Fremont.
We republish from tbe New York Times, an

Administration print, an interesting letter from
St. Louis, detailing the operations of General
Fskxokt since he assumed the command of the
army of the West. That paper states that the
author "is one of the earliest and best known
citizens of St. Louis--one distinguished for bis '

public spirit and intelligence-w-ho is neither I

politician or contractor. -- o man in tue army
wag more highly extolled by tbe Republican press
than General Fsucmoxt when he was called to his
present position, and for whom s brilliant and

successful career was promised and expected. To-

day the same press are unanimous in expressing
their want of confidence in him. Personal pop-

ularity is oft but a bubble which a slight puncture
vanishes. But a few weeks ago General Scott
was by universal consent regarded as the great
Captain of the age, but since the defeat at Bull
Run his name is scarcely mentioned. Success,
with or without merit, makes reputation. As an

j

interesting record for the future we quote the
comments of the leading Republican papers of
New York upon the present status of General
Frkmont.

The Tribune cautiously and properly remarks,
"Let no one be condemned till the facts shall
have been ascertained; but whoever is responsi
ble for this cruel blow, no matter how exalted or
how strong in the public favor, must be deprived
of the power to work further mischief." The
Times significantly writes: We leave the case to
the Administration, believing firmly that they
have the honesty and the fearlessness to deal
with facts as they find them, without favor or
affection. It ts a sad day we have reached if the

Executive of the Nation, who has nothing to
hope for, nothing to live for, but the country "s

welfare, dare not do his duty ou an occasion so

raomenitous aud in a crisis so grave."
The Post mildly observes: "We have of

caurse no desire to prejudice the case of General
Fremont, but he owes to the public and to his

own fame some explanation of the fact. Has not

the greatness of his plan interfered with the vigor
of his performance?" Tbe Commercial Adver-

tiser bluntly declares: "That document (the
proclamation) was only in keeping with his

whole career in the West, as showing that he

meant to take the reins of authority in his own

hand and ride roughshod, so to spvak, over Pres-

ident, Cabinet, Congress, law, Constitution
everything, in fact. He was to be the 'coming
man,' in the great valley

Beneath whase broad fooUteps the Ganges went dry,
And the mountains recoiled at the flash of his eye.

Unfortunately, our Caesar has been as barren
of great deeds as he has been presumptive in
language and haughty- - in bearing. It strikes us
that it would be time enough to put on airs after
clearing the rebel hordes out of Missouri."

The Cincinnati Gazette of yesterday, thus puts
the Pathfinder upon trial:

Up to the time of Gen. Fremont's advent to
the command of the Western Department, the
operations of the National forces had been suc-

cessful. Since then they have been continually
disastrous. A great part of Missouri has beeu
overrun by rebels from the other States, and the
disaffected, the doubtful, the timid, and the large
class of poor vagabonds, whom a demonstration
of strength on the part of the Government would
have restrained at home by fear, or would have
drawn to the strong side, have, by the weakness
of the National forces, and the superior strength
and vigor of the rebels, been carried into the re-

bellion. Missouri has now not only to be reliev-

ed from invasion, but to be conquered.
The leaving of Lyon's little

army to be sacrificed bv a superior force, whose
approach was long announced, requires an ex
planatlon. The assumption that Gen. Fremont
had not the means to reinforce him will not an-

swer. That fact must be shown. It is due to
the reputation of fhe commander, as well as a
duty to the Government, that a formal inquiry
should be made.

The sacrifice of Col. Mulligan's command
and position, when the whole country was expect-
ing day after day to hear that he was reinforced
from St. Louis, imperatively demands a formal
inquiry. To say that just at that time the Gov
ernment ordered six regiments from the Western
Department to Washington, is altogether inade
quate to answer this inquiry. The public want
to know, and the Government should want to
know, how many men Gen. Fremont had in St.
Louis; and if in spite of the Government's in-

fatuated draft for six regiments for the defense
of Washington, he could not as well have sent a

force to relieve Col. Mulligan, as to have taken
the field with a large army, after the Government
had been disgraced and weakened by his capture.

The Gazette justly remarks that "these matters

demand a formal inquiry, as well in justice to
Gen. Fremoxt as for the satisfaction of the Gov-ernme- nt

and people. No general assertions will

answer. Nor will any great projects of an ad-

vance into the South be accepted as a satisfac-

tory excuse for defeat and disasters at home.
Nor will a proclamation, however right in princi-

ple, be accepted as a sufficient consideration for

failure in action.

Tne Govemer's Proclamation.
The appeal of the Governor to the patriotism

of the people of Indiana will, without doubt,

meet with a cordial response. Indiana has al-

ready done nobly. More than her quota of the
five hundred thousand men authorized by Con-

gress is either in or is ready for service, and vol-

unteering is now progressing rapidly all over the

State. Col. Fitch's regiment will be full in a

short time, and so will Col. Dcnuam's, the rai-

sing of which was authorized but a few days ago.

In a few weeks, Indiana will have sixty thousand

men enrolled and in the service of the

Federal Government. In addition a large force
will be raised in the Southern border

counties for home protection, and who, if occa- -

sion requires, will do efficient service. In no

State has there been more energy displayed in

responding to the calls of the Government, if it
ha. Kann r. II B 1 A. Til. Tatrtntif ftnil ISOVbJ AO 11 ft

the borders would not stand in fear

of from the

Spirit tbe English
tone of tbe English papers received by

the arrival rs more than usually bitter. For

example, the Morning Post
says: "Secession is now an accomplished fact.

A of terror has been inaugurated in

the North. In fact, more hava

been perpetrated upon individual liberty the
than even King Bomba attempt-

ed to in Naples." And the London

Economist remarks in reference to Nor: hern
States, that liberty is "far more be

moted by their defeat, than tbeir
other no better.

j llie Feoale of Indiana.
In the progress of events, this wicked and un- -

natura! rebellion, having for its object the over- - j

l. of our Government, and the subversion of
our institutions, has extended into our

State Keutucky. Ün several occasions
within the last few the people of Ken-

tucky, by overwhelming majorities, have declared
their loyalty to the Union, and their determina-

tion to adhere to the Constitution. There is,

however, within her borders, a desperate and fac-

tious minority who are determined, at all hazard.
to plunge the State into revolution and all tbe
horrors of civil war.

To this end they have inaugurated a reign o
terror, and thro win off all restraints of law. dto- -

cl&im Ä war of ruction and desolation
Hves p of M loval and ünion.

loving citizens.
In this atrocious attempt to coerce a loyal State

into rebellion, they are aided by Urge bodies of
sstnNfl men from Tennessee and other seceding
States. These rebel troops have entered
State from the south-eas- t th-ou- gh Cumber-

land Gap, from the south-wes- t, occupying Colum
bus ind other points, but chiefly from the direc

'

tion of Nashville toward Louisville, seising and
holding the Nashville and Louisville up
to w'hin forty mites of Louisville. A glance at
the mrp will show the immense importance of
the:.- - position, and advantages they have
gained. From their camps south of Louisville
they can communicate by railroad with every
seceding State but two; and can thus transport to
their aid, in a few hours, men and munitions of'
war. from every part of the South. It is the de-

termination of the invaders and conspirators to
subjugate the loyal people of Kentucky, aud
seize for plunder and vengeance the wealthy and
populous cities on the border of Ohio and Indi
ana.

It should require no argument or appeal now

arouse the people of Indiana to forth all
their strength. When our State was in her in
fancy, the brave men of Kentuckv came to the
rescue of our from the scalping knife of
the savage, and their blood is mingled with our
soil on many a field. Aud shall we not stand by

Kentucky now, in her hour of peril? Not to do
so, were base ingratitude and criminal folly. We

can best defend Indiana by repelling the invader
from Kentucky, and carrying the war thence to
the heart of the rebellious States.

Indiana has already done as well as any other
loyal State, and better than many. Her troops
are to be found iu every camp from the Potomac
to the Missouri, and wherever their valor has been
put to the test they have been found to tbe
occasion. But liecause other States have not done
their whole duty , it would be worse than maduess
for us to refuse to do eveu more than ours, to crush
out this rebellion and bring about the speedy res-

toration of the Union, and peace with all its
blessings. We have done mnch, but we can do

more, and the sooner it is done, the quicker the
conflict will be ended. There is no curse like
that of a lingering war. If, with the immense
superiority in wealth, population and resources of
the loyal States, their power was promptly ex-

erted in anything like an equal ratio with the
efforts made the seceding States, this rebellion
would be speedily extinguished. Let Indiana set
the glorious example of doing her whole duty, and
show to the world how much can be accomplish-

ed by the brave and loyal people of a single
State.

To this we are promoted by every considers
tion of hope, interest, and affection, all we

are, all that we hope be, is in issue. Our canse
is the holiest for which arms were ever taken, in-

volving as it does, the existence of our Govern-

ment, and all that is valuable and dear to a free
people.

If other considerations are required than those
of duty and devotion to our cause, they be
found in the fact that the war has reached our
own borders, and that if the energy and insolence
of the rebels are not promptly met and punished
our own soil is not secure from pollution by an
army of traitors.

I therefore call upon all men capable of bear-
ing arms, and who can leave their homes, to cast
aside their ordinary pursuits and enroll themselves

the ranks of the army. Let the farmer leave
his plow, the merchant his store, the mechanic
his workshop, the banker his exchange, and the
professional man his office, and devote
to their country, and by enrolling themselves
either in the services of the General Government
or under the military law of the State, be pre
pared to defend their country and their homes.
Every man in the State capable of bearing arms
should be in the service of the General Govern-

ment or the State. Let personal ease and private
interests submit to the overruling necessities of
the hour, and let us show to the world by the
sacrifices we are willing to mako in person and
property, that we are worthy of our sires, and de-

serve to retain the inheritance they have be-

queathed to us.
Upon those who remain home, I would urge

the solemn duty of making provision for the fam

lies of those who have or may hereafter enter the
army. The soldier in the field should have the
sweet assurance that his wife and children, and

all who are dependent upon his labor for a living,
would be provided with sufficient food and cloth- -

ing. Such an assurance would nerve his arm in

the hour of battle and enable him to bear with'
cheerfulness the hardships and privations of a
soldier's life. It would be a lasting disgrace to j

our people if the family of any soldier should
want for bread r raiment while our country is

full to with the necessaries of life.

In a time like this, we give freely of our

substance for the relief of those whose husbands,
fathers and brothers are periling their lives in

battle.
I therefore earnestly recommend that every

town, township and neighborhood take efficient
j and systematic steps for the accomplishment of
j this purpose. 0. P. Morton,

October 1, 1861. Governor of Indiana.
I ""

a political and was a personal friend. Under

these oirensnstances there can be no doubt but

his strictures upon the management of General

Fbfmont since he assumed the command of tbe
armv of the West are justified by the facts in the

case:
St. Locus September 1, 161 .

Dkar Judge: I wrote you quite fully about
our affair here by Judge Gamble, and I am more
and more convinced of the views I stated to you
in letter. Affairs are becoming quite alarm
ing in the northern part of the State as well as in
the south. Men coming here to give information
are not to approach Fremont, and go
away disgust.

I have felt it my dnty to tell him what they
say, and be throws himself behind the reports of
his officers, who are trying to prevaricate and
shield themselves for neglect of and lie still

--wn . " . . Frank. Blair Letter to Poatiuaater
of Indiana will do their whole duty in the pres. Blair.
ent crisis of the country. If the same zeal hail '

The following is the letter of Col. Blair to his

influenced the National Administration in its con- - brother, the Postmaster General, which accasion-duc- t

of the war that has distinguished out State ed the arrest of the former by Gen. Fremont for

Administration iu performing its duty, the Federal "conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentle-force- s

would not be occupying the humilia- - man." Col. Blair was in favor of the appoin-
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clings to them, and refuses to see for himself. I
told him he would not escape responsibility in
that wav, and be would very soon and on nrsny
of 10.000 strong on hit hands in North Missouri,
threatening St. Louis and diverting bis attention
and occupving the forces he desired to use against
McCullough and Pillow. He talks of the vigor
be it going to use. bat i can see none of it, and I
tear it will turn out to be some rash aud iocon
siderate move adopted in haste to make head
against a formidable force which could not have
accumulated except through gross and inexcusa-
ble negligence. s Oh! for one boar of our dead
Lyon. Many have been disposed to blame Fre
mont for not sending reinforcements to Lyon,
and thus averting the calamities brought on bv
his death, and tbe abandonment of Springfield by
his command. It is very certain that if ts end
sent the regiments to Lyon that be took to Cairo,
when it was supposed that place was threatened.
Lyon would have driven McCullough from the
Sute. I can not say whether the attack was se-

riously contemplated on Cairo that time or not;
but I am disposed to believe that the movements
by McCullough and Pillow were intended to be
simultaneous and but Lyon should
have had some part of the reinforcements at any
rate, and if he had received two regiments his vie
tory would have been complete. I undertake to
saj if Fremont acted on them as be does now (I --

was away and can not speak on that bead) be
could not have Informed himself very accurately
of the necessities of his position. Tbe event
shows that no attack was made on Cairo, and it
was probably averted by the reinforcements sent.
If the same or one half of the regiments had been
sent to Lyon, we should have had equally satis-

factory results.
The views I have given of this matter are facta

becoming public opinion here, and I think the
Government should know it. Probably you have
information that will satisfy you that Fremont
was to blame. If so, the public here should know
it also, in order that the confidence of tbe people
should not be withheld rom the Commanding
General. I could not think, when I first returned
here, that any part of the blame could rest with
him. but my observations since have shaken my
faith to the very foundation.

There is one point which I did not refer to in
my letter, and which 1 intended to remark on.
and that is the utter want of discipline in the
camps round and about St. Louis. It is a rehear-
sal ot the state of affairs in Washington before
the fight at Manassas, and will, I am apprwheti
sive. conduce to similar result. I brought these
matters to Fremont's attention, but be put it
aside by saying that it would not do tobe too ex-

acting at once. Our enemies at the door, and yet
too early- - to impart discipline to our troops and
keep them out of the whisky-shop- s ! ! ! I know
that you and I are both in some sort responsible
for Fremont's appointment, and for his being
placed in command of this Department, and
therefore I feel another and an additional motive
to speak out openly about these matters. My
decided opinion is that he should be relieved of
his command, and a man of ability put in his
place. The sooner it is done the better.

I have given you my opinion and the ground
for it. If the Government knows more of his
plans than 1 know if you are satisfied with
them then you can burn this paper and say that
I am an alarmist; you know, however, that I am
not.

No man has been more hopeful than I have
been up to within a few days past. I felt satisfied
on my return here that affairs weie critical, but
that the success and elation of the enemy could
be turned to good account, if the proper steps
were promptly taken. They have not been taken,
and either the Government has failed to support
Fremont as he should have been, or he has failed
to apply the means at his disposal.

Affairs are worse than they were two weeks
ago, and are getting wcrse every day. Secession
increasing, Union men driven out, and the Gen
eral, I fear, incapable of comprehending bis po-

sition. His recent proclamation is the best thing
of the kind that has been issued, but should have
been issued when he first came, when he had the
power to enforce it, and the enemy no power to
retaliate. Now they are substantially enforcing
against us the substance of his proclamation out-

side of St. Louis and onr garrison. I want you
to lay these things to your heart, and get ready to
applv the remedy before it is too late.

I will write you again very soon. I hope I

may have better news to give you. I shall be but
too happy if anything occurs to restore my confi
dence in Fremont.

I am well better than I have been for eight
months. Tours affectionately,

(Signed) Frane P. Blair.
The preliminary correspondence between J esse

Bextox Frekost and the President, and the let

ler from Judge Blair to Gen. Fremont forward-

ing the letter of his brother are somewhat graphic
and may possess a historical interest. For these

reasons we give them:
LETTER FROM MRS. FREMONT.

To the President of the United States:
I was told yesterday by Mr. F. P. Blair, Sr.,

that five days since a letter was received, from
his son. Colonel Fraak P. Blair, and laid before
you by his son, Postmaster General Blair, con
taining certain statements respecting General
Fremont and his military command in the West-

ern Department, which letter was submitted to
you as President.

I was further told by Mr. Blair that on that
letter you sent Postmaster General Blair to St.
Louis to examine into that Department and re
port.

On behalf of, and as representing General
Fremont, I have to request that I be furnished
with copies of that letter and any other commu
nication, if any, which in your judgment have
made that investigation necessary.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,

Signed Jnss Benton Fremont.

mrs. Fremont's second note to the president.
Mrs. Fremont begs to know of the President

if his answer to General Fremont's letter can be
riven to her without much further delay. Mr.
Frenont is anxious to return to ber family, and
takes the liberty of aakiug a reply by the mes
senger.

Till PRESIDENT S BEPLT.
WinrffiTOs, Ll. C Sept. It, 1861.

Mrs. General Fremont Mf Dear Madam:
Your two letters of to-da- y are before me. I
answered the letter you bore me from General
Fremont on yesterday , and not hearing from
you during the day I sent the answer to him by

marl.
It is not exactly correct, as you say you were

told by the etder Mr. Blair, to say that I sent
Postmaster General Blair to St. Louis to examine
into that Department and report. Postmaster
General Blair did go. with mv approbation, to see
and converse with General Fremont as a friend.
I do not feel authorized to furnish you with copies
of letters in my possession, without the consent
of the writers.

No impression has been made on my mind
against the honor or integrity of General Fremont,
and I now enter my protest against being under
stood as acting in any hostility towards him.

Your obedient servant,
(Signed A. Lincolb.

GENERAL FREMONT TO THE PRESItEWT.
Septesnbw 17, 1SS1.

To the President of the United States, Wantnaxon. D. C.

I respectfully request you to have furnished
me a copy of the letter relerred to in your letter
to Mrs. Fremont, provided you have received tbe
consent of the writer; and if you have not re-

ceived that consent, I respectfu '.y request you to
have it procured.

Signed J. C. FaRMCST,
Maj. Gen. Commanding.

POSTMASTER BLAIB S T.FTTER TO GKWtKAL FRE

MONT.
WaawnwroB. D. C , Sept. lt, 1S61

General Fremont, Major General Command
ing: I will send Frank's letter. It is not uo
friendly. Release him. He should have no diffi

cultv existing with the public.
Signed M. Blair.

Postmaster General.

Col. Willichs Regiment. The Louisville

Journal of Thursday says: This gallant Indiana

regiment was the sensation in tbe city yesterday.

A number ol their friends and tbe number is

very great in tis city gave them an et ertain-men- t

at Woodland Garden yesterday afternoon.

We are gratified to learn that the regiment will

be quartered in this city for a few day.


