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Meierten Jfliscrlkuiih

An Inside View.
Tbe published defense of Gen. Fremont con-

tains tie following letters front "M. Blaib,'
Poetmtter General, and "A. Lincoln," Presi-

dent, hieb give an exceedingly interesting and
pit-na- view of public men and public affairs
They mow that great men enter tain the same j

ideas and have the same amount of thought that
comtmn men do. "Distance lends enchantmei.t
to the view," and if we did not look at our high
public functionaries through the wrong end of the
telescope their intellectual altitude would not ap
pear greater than ordinary mortals. Read:

BLAIK TO FE K MO TT.

Washington. Aug. 24, 1861.

Dbab Gkneeal: Don't suppose that I don't
attend to your matters, and do all that I can lo
forwatd them, because I do not write frequently.
I :un to be interrupted if I uke up a pen, by
people that have tbe run of my office or house,
and sx I keep out of both, and go after your
business in person, and effect it if I can.

1 today, in reply to your letter
about Meigs, that you must not suppose that he
irrer. oi by bis telegram to Turnley to reflect
upon you. Far from it. 1 happened u his office
when he opened Turnley's requisition, and re
mirkxl to me, substantially, that he telegraphed
to Ttrnley. But he did uot know that Turnley
had any instructions from you to get horses of
anv superior quality.mm

The trouble is elsewhere. Chase has more
horn r of seeing Treasury notes below par than
of seeing soldiers killed, and therefore has held
back too much. I thiuk. I den t believe at all
ir that style of m maging the Treasury. It de-

pends on the war, and it is better to get readv
I eat the enemy by selling stocks at fifty per

cent, discount than wait to negotiate and Use a
battle. I have (,t you a splendid officer for your
Navy Department, and guns. He will he en
routt for you in a day or two, when he will be
postod up and call for what you want. Yothwill
have credit at the Navy Department when you
get 1 im under you.

I mowed the President Billings's letter, and
read him yours about Adams. He said that you
wer; right in saying that Adams was devoted to
his money beg.

had already gone to Europe about
arms when I wrote and telegraphed you, and your
leturr in replv was handed to Mr. Seward to be
forv arded to him. I suppose it would put him in
relation with Hillinffs, wh.cb would brine about
your wishes. It 1 had known when you were
hen; what you communicated to my father, I
thii k from ray knowledge of Meigs, with your
indorsement, I could have turned the whole mat
ter over to him. At the same time you must not
expect too much of me in the Cabinet. I have,
as you know, very little influence, and even now,
whim the policy ! have advocated from the first
is teing inaugurated, it Hons not seem to brin
me anv great power over the Administration.
Ths. i can ace, is partly my own fault. I have
be n too obstreperous, perhaps, in my opposition,
anu me:i lo not like those who have exposed their
mistakes beforehand and taunt them with them
afterward. The main difficulty is, however, with
Lincoln himself. He is of the Whig school, and
th. t brings him naturally not only to incline to
the feeble policy of Whigs, but to give his cotifi
de ice to such advisers. It costs me a great deal

.

of labor to get anything done because of the in- -

of mind n the part of the President or
j

tuerolers ol the Cabinet, including Chase,
who never voted a Democratic ticket in h:s life - I

But you have the people at your back, and I
.
am

dean all I can to cut red tape and eet
J ne. I wHJ be more civil and patient than

b, and see if that won t work.
Tours, truly, M. Rlaib.

tux ratsiDLST s riasT lkxtki to ex. ratjio.MT,
ASaU.'O HIM TO MODI'T HIS raoCLAM ATIOX.

Private J Washington, D.C. Sept. X, 1SS4.
To Major Gen. rrenioiu.

Mr Dea Sie: Two points in your proclaua
t'on of August 'M give me some anxiety.

First: Should you shoot a m m according to
the proclamation, the Confederates would very

srtainlv shoot our best men in their hands, is re
ilisUuii; ans as, man for man, indeAaitely. It

it , therefore, my order th tt tu allow no ass ts
e ssVot, ander the proclamation, without my ap- -

Srernni: i tkhik there is great danger that
beetwtig awraarrantt. in relation to the conetila

lion of pintail ty. and the liberating slaves of trait--(

finis owners, will alarm oar Southern Union
friends, sad tern tknrn vai ii iierhftps ruin
aar rather foir prsw-e- st lor Kei.tuckv. Alio

tee therefore, to ask that you will, as of your own
fealjii. aeodifr that paragraph ao as to conform
to theJtrmi and fmmrik section of the Acs of Coo
ujaasssj. entitled, "An act to confiscate' property
seed for Irwawrectionary pnrpoaes." approved Au
(est 6, 1861, and a copy of which sot I her own

jand you. This letter is written in a spirit of
hut. on, and hot of censure 1 end it by a

me-seng- er. in order that it may certainly
yen.

very truly, A. Limcolx

Interesting M nepa.s nf the Tai Bili-r- hi

Old fueiff Jnfes ne Legn!
Tenater.

W sSHtjinTO . March 9.

Additional of the tat bill
It ' mini

sr., horse dealers, where gross receipts are over
$1.000 annually, flu each; manufacturers of tal
firw candles, half a cent per pound; sperm, steer

Ms er wine, fire cents a gallon; ground
and spices, ose cent a nound: refined secar

.usd candy, two mills a pound; saleralas, five

mills; com starch, four mills; common gunpow-
der, one cent; rirle powder, five cents; white lead,
twenty five cents hundred pounds; paints, five
per cent.; inks, all kinds, three per cent, ad vain
rem; bats and caps, twenty five cents to one dol-

lar sod fifty cents per dozeu, according to value;
hoop skirt, two dollars to four dollars per dozen,
according to value; clocks, twenty-fiv- e to fifty
cents each; umbrellas ami parasols, five to twen-

ty five cents each; railroad iron, $1 50 per ton;
writing paper, two cents; wrapping paper, three
mills a pound; common woolen, flax, bemp,
India rubber, wood, iron and other metals m mu
facti. eed, three per cent, ad valorem; all patented
articlu five per cent.; auction sales, the tenth of
one per t . it. on tire gros amount; piano fortes,
four dolls. - forty ounce silver spoons or plate
silver, exempt from dutv; dividends insurance
companies, three per cent ; publishers official ad-

vertisements may add tax to price fixed by law;
incomes of citizens, resident abroad, five per
cent.; stamp duties, agreements or contract", five
cents; bills of exchange, from two to twenty-fiv- e

cents; bills of lading, from five to ten cents; ex
press bundles, three to ten cents; bonds, twenty
five to fifty cents; certificates of stock, profits or
damage, twenty five cents; certificates of depos-
its, two to five ceuts; other certificates, ten cents;
charter parties, three to ten dollars; contracts,
ten cents; convevances, one dollar; telgraphic
dispatches, three cents; custom house and ware
housing entries, fifty cents to one dollar; policies
of insurance, fifty cents to two dollars and fifty
cents; lease, fifty cents to one dollar; manifests
of cargo, twenty five cents to five dollars; mort
gages, one dollar; notarial acts, twenty five
cents; passenger tickets abroad, fifty cent to one
dollar; powers of attorney, ten cents to one dol-

lar; probate will, fifty cents to twenty dollars;
ware house receipts, twenty five cents; legal doc
uments, fifty ceuts; medicines, three to ten cents
a bottle.

Five hundred thousand dollars are appropri-
ated for salaries and expenses.

It is doubtful w hether the section of the House
bill, passed yesterday, making Treasury notes of
the old issue legal tender, will get through the
Senate. Leading Senators say that, the notes
being already above par, don't i.eed this

From the Sew York Evening Post (Republican.)
The Uisfraarhisement of States.

With this deep sense of the enormity of trea-
son, however, we cannot yet persuade ourselves
of the justice or policy of the scheme which pro
posies to disfranchi.se the seceding States until
such time as they shall be of better mind. It
proceeds, if we understand it, upon the ground
that those States, by the very act of secession,
bate abrogated their functions as States and re
verted to the condition ol Territories, in which
condition they are to be held and treated until
again admitted as States. Hut that is certain I i
not the theory on which we h ive thus tar con
ducted the war. Iu the I resident s proclamation
and in all the subsequent acts of the Government
secession has been regarded as the rebellious
outbreak of unlawful combinations of men, and
not as a deed having the least legal validitv or
force. Every act or ordinance of secession, be-

ing inconsistent with the fundamental law of the
land, is null and void from the first. No State
convention, no legislative body, no popular as-

semblage of any kind has authority to overthrow
the general Constitution of the nation. The re
lations of the States to each other and to the
Federal Government are created by that iustru
ment, and until that is destroyed, those relations
remain the same, whatever course any single
State may see tit to pursue. If a State could,
by an act of its own, annul its own existence,
then the doctrine of secession is right, aud we
of the North have been warring against a cor-
rect principle.

But the position of the North, we repeat, has
always been that every law promulgating disun-
ion was treasonable, rendering the individuals
concerned in it liable to prosecution for treason,
but invalid in its effects upon the existing political
status. For that reason, our Government has
uniformly treated rebel agents, whether official or
otherwise, as insurgents against its authority, and
nothing more. The State Governments which
have confirmed the rebellion are held to be in
suspense, but not annulled. As organizations
they have been perverted from their purposes, but
not annihilated. They still exist de jure. As
soon as enough people loyal to the Federal Con-
stitution are gathered to put their machinery in
operation, they will be revived. They are as
much factors of the Union now as they ever
were, because the Constitution which creates aud
defines them is in full vigor, although their own
local constitutions are for a time paralyzed.

It would be a departure then, from sound theo
ry, to treat those States as territories; it would
be doing by legislation precisely what their peo-

ple wish to by arms, but which we would not suf
fer them to do; and it disfranchises abruptly all
their loyal inhabitants because of offenses com-
mitted by the disloyal. In either phase the
scheme is likely to awaken hostility, not at the
South alone, but at tbe North. Our present
unanimous prosecution ol the war against rebel-
lion would be complicated with an intricate and
doubtful political question, which would eventu-
ally lead to serious party divisions, and greatly
embarrass the energetic action of the Government.
All tbe zealous adherents of the doctrine of State
Kights, ourseives among them, would feel com-pelle-

to oppose the new doctrine, or any other
which involves the legal dismemberment of the
nation. We are not, as our readers are aware,
superstitious worshippers ofany instrument, how- -

ever venerable cvpii the Constitution of the Uni
ted States but the principles of national Union
and local independence which underlie it are. to
our minds, the finest results that political wisdom
has yet attained.

The President's I man. nation
Scheme.

We deeply regret that the President should
have considered it his duty to send to Congress
the special message which was published iu our
columns yesterday. It was, in our opinion, ill
timed and out of place, calculated to create di- -

vision aroaf)g the loyal men of the free States
and to alarm the loyal men of the slaveholding
States Yet it is perhaps, in one reuse, the most
terrible blow which the President could give to
the ultra Abolitionists, because iu it he directly
takes issue with them on the assumed power of
the Fetleral Government to deal with the ques
tiun of slat err in the States. The President
recognizes the right of the Slute$ exclusively to

tjuUicaie Hie question ol slavery, leaving it to
Congress, if that bodv sees proper, to encourage
an emancipation policy by appropriating money
to indemnify idaveholtleis for the loss of their
property. Taking this view of the great t,neslion
at issue between the Conservatives and Abolition
ists, we regard it as certain that the President
would consider it his ttolemn duty to veto auy
such measure as that prowing to ir 'ke free Ter-

ritories out of the revolteu States, or iu any man-
ner to interfere with theqnes'on of slavery with
out the consent and against the wishes of the
States themselves. We are rejoiced that the
President has taken this position.

We can not but fesr, however, that tbe Presi-

dent's message will be liable to misapprehen
sion in one quarter and to misrepresentation in
another ' Loyal men in the border States will
be apt to regard it as the entering wedge to Ex
ecutive ami Congressional dictation, demanding
of them to take measures for the extinguishment
of slat try in their respective States, while in the
more Southern States it will be represented by the
rebel leaders as an out and out Abolition proriun

I cutuento. In this light we regard the message as
most uniorttinate and calculated to work gieat
mischief to the cause which we have so much at
heart. Nor would the passage of the joint resolu-
tion proposed by the Piesident be of auy binding
effect. It would be merely an expression of the
views of those members of tbe present Con-

gress who voted for it, subject to be repudiated
by any future Cooajress. Our own opinion is

that were this question made an issue iu the elec-

tion of members of Congress, bat few In favor of
tiling the people to buy up the negroes of the
South would be chosen. The voters would rea
sonably conclude that if the institution of slavery
had les-ora- e so burdensome as to warrant its abof
isbment, the States so desiring to abolish it would
be the proper ones to bear the burden.

But of all others, the present ia the most inop
portuoe time to inaugurate a discussion on the
subject of slavery, either at the North or at the
South. Long before Missouri or Kentucky could
decKte upon sc momentous a question as theabo
Htion ol slavery, we hope to see the Union entire
ly restored, and the last hopes of the cotton State
traitors extinguished. It the war should le pro-

tracted till the people of the liorlcr States rfiuuld
decide to abolish slaverv. we fear tieace would be

J a long way off JV . I Aerfyer

lasolr nr. .

It is now as habitual for a cert tin class of pa-

pers to accuse Democrat of being "secession'isus"
as it was wben the war first broke out. The ut-

ter foolishness of tbe accusation is all that pro-

tects its authors from such rebuke as wouUI not
soon be forgotten. If it was true, wlmt would !e
the fate of tbe country ? What resistance could
be made to rebellion if the North was divided?
The great Democratic party, true to all its tra-
ditions, is now the chief pillar in tbe temple of
the Union. Its members and organs are the only
reliable support which tbe President and General
McClellan have in the conduct of the war. Let
that support be taken away and the war cannot
be carried on an hour.

But Democrats have their way of suppressing
the rebellion; a way, too, in which they are ssav
tained by thousands of meu who do not beong
to their organization. They point to the Consti-
tution as the authority by which, and as the end
for which the war shall be carried on. They live
up to the "bond" as it was made by the fathers
of the Republic. They simply insist that the
struggle shall not be made poliiitml. Have they
not a right to do this? Is it not their duty to do
this?

We sincerely regret the factious spirit which
cause the class of papers referred to to indulge
in these malicious imputations. We fear that all
men will not view them with the indifference wc
do. They are undoubtedly des'.ne! to inaug-
urate civil war at the North. This, at least,
be lieia natural tendency , if Democrats regarded
them as entitled to consideration. Detroit Free
Pret.

Tbe Ericssen Knttcrr.
Tbe Ericsson floating buttery, just completed

and known as the Monitor, in shape and machine-
ry, is an ordinary propeller. 173 feet in length,
41 feet beam and 11 feet depth of hold. A re-

volving fort, which contains two 11 inch Dihl
gren guns, is pla.ed upon the deck near the cen
ter of the vessel. This tort or bomb-proo- f is 2d
feet diameter inside. 1Ü feet in hight, and 8 feet
in thickness. The hull is built of iron, and to
protect the sides, the vessel is covered with oue
layer of oak 16 inches in thickness, another layer
of onk 15 inches iu thickness and the whole plated
with six plates of one inch iron. The whole
thickness of the sides is ther efore three feet of
solid wood and iron, exclusive of any ribs or
braces in the interior. Theie are no bulwarks
upou the deck, which is covered with heavy plates
of iron, sufficient to resist any glancing shot or
shell which may be thrown upon it. The smoke
pipe is made with telescopic joints, whicn can be
lowered into the hold during an engagement.
The guns in the interior of the fort are loaded
from the inside, anl are free from exposure to
the enemy's tire. She is propelled by steam en
gines

The Monitor was constructed at the Conti-
nental Iron Works, Greenpoint, under the su-

perintendence of Thomas F. Howland, of Brook-
lyn.

She was launched a short time since, and re-

tained tor a period at the flace of launching,
alter which stetm was got up aud the vessel ran
down to the navy yard iu Brooklyn, where her
guns were put aboard. It was afterwards con-
templated to have made a trial trip at sea on
Saturday last, but this was delayed; and mean-

while, late on Sunday night, intelligence was re
ceived from Washington of the ordering of the
Monitor at once to Fortress Monroe.

The vessel was built under au act of Congress,
making an appropriation of $1.500,000 for build-in- ,

irou clad vessels for the navy, and Captain
Ericsson presented the plan for the Monitor. He
stipulated to launch his battery one hundred
working days from the date of the contract, Oc-

tober, Mil, and to test its impregnability and
efficiency b fore the battery of an enemy at the
shortest ranges of the guns. In this trial of etb
ciency the Government is to supply officers and
men, guns and ammunition. The day of the
launch was the 101st working day from the time
the contract was rna.le.

The previous description indicates one hull lo
the vessel, but there are in effect two hulls. The
lower one, which is entirely under water, is sharp
at both ends, flat bottomed, built lightly and about
six feet deep, with sides inclining at an angle of
fifty-on- e degrees to the vertical line. The second
or upper hull, which comprises the defensive por
tion, has straight sides, is longer and broader than
the under one, is five feet deep, sinks into the
water three feet and is covered with the heavy
irou armor above described. It has no bottom
except what is required to enable it to fit exactly
on the top line of the lower hull, both of course
forming the consecutive sideof the vessel.

The construction of the two bulla is such that
the upper one, the sides of which are straight,
project over the lower one, which is nearly flat
bottomed, to the extent of nearly four feet on the
sides, and twenty-fiv- e feet at the bow and stern.
The upper hull being iron plated, and submerged
three feet and three inches, thus fully protects tbe

I

bottom part of the vessel from injury, and re-

ceives against its invulnerable sides all shots
which can possibly cause damsge.

The turret has two port holes for the guns. Its
plates of iron compl:ely overlap and nre riveted
to each other, so that but one joint of one inch
thickness of iron exists at any one spot. A shell-proo- f

flat roof of perforated plate iron, planted
i

on forged beams inserted six inchesdown thecyl
i

inder, covers the top.
Several sliding hatches in this cover, which

give access to the top of the turret, are perforated
an inch in diameter to give light, and are useful
for musketry fire, in case the battery is boarded. '

A spur wheel, 61., inches in diameter. 11 inches
full, moved by a double cylinder engine, turns
the turret around and also the guns; a rod, con-

necting with the running pear of the engine, en-

ables
'

the gunner to coutrol the aim. The two
port holes of the turret are a ithin three feet from
the deck. The gnus move in forged iron slides,
across the turret, the carriages being made to fit
them accurately.

Tbe buttery being sharp is incidentally one of
the moat powerful steam rams ever built in the
known world. Tbe batterv was commauded bv
Lieut. J. S. Worden. U.S" N.

The President's Emancipation Policy
The Springfield Register, in reviewing the re-

cent message e of the President in favor of grant-

ing pecuniary aid by the General Government to
the States that may adopt a system of gradual
emancipation, remarks:

The President's policy of emancipation is per-

fectly absurd. The slave States do not desire it
and the North wilt not have it on the terms pro-

posed. The North has voted money and de-

clares! its willingness to pay taxes to a limitless
extent to carry on the war to put down tbe rebel-
lion, but they have not voted a cent to buy ue
gross with, and they will not. The Abolitionists
will not submit to such taxation, because they
believe in robbing 'he slave owners by abolish-
ment without remuneration; and the Democrats
of the North will oppose it because slavery is a
constitutional institution with which they wish
to have nothing to do. We do not wish to buy
their slaves, and the South do not wish to sell
them by any such mode as the President pro-
poses. It is unmanly to insult them, in their
present situation, by such proposition.

Among the various humorous ideas in the me- -

s .e not the least striking is that of the "incon-
venience" for which the Southerners are to re
ceive compensation. It would puzzle "any mem-

ber of Congress" to find out how much of a bill
that would run up. The President does not tell
us how the money is to be paid out iu making the
purchase how good faith is to be secured, etc.

The message ia a palpable failure It will en- -

rage tbe Abolitionits. disgust the Democrats, ex- -

cite the derision of Southern Unionists and pro--
yoke the ridicule of all the outside wor.d.

Ba or Tbk State We hear of one of the
branches of the Bank of the Suite of Indiana
that has refused to pay coin for its bills, tender-
ing demand treasury notes instead. The bank
takes the ground that these notes are a legal ten-

der, grounding its conclusion upon the construc-
tion given to the law by the Secrt-ar- y of the
Treasury. The fact, however, that there is now
a bill before Congress, making the old iset.e legal
tender, is evidence that the Taw anthnriiing the
new issue did not impress this fenuture upou the
notes crested under the act of July, 1861. Banks,
therefore, that undertake to test the redemption
i,us.linn nn tiAir rSnht to no the I'tii'.pd States
paper now in circulation as a legal tender will be
very apt to go to me wall, or iney win at least
be at the mercy of parties who nvi? protest in Of
ftult of payment in coin. in Hat.

The monthly returns show that the army of
the P tomac Is iii excellent and improving health

a ttae It. iu i . ; , Hirly f r o-- M . t r
For many years it has been the constant prac-

tice of the opponents of the Democrat c parly to
assail it with the cry that it was pro slavery, and
from the fact that, latterly, the Southern States
voted for Democratic candidates for President,
mm v honest, fair minued men were made Itf be
lieve that there was some ground for the aaser- -

tion; whereas, the truth is that the abstract
question of slavery was never introduced into
any Democratic convention, and no opinion was
ever expressed upon tbe subject. Every one was
left free to form his own opinions and views
upon this question, without let or hindrance from
any one. How, then, has tbe opinion gained
such footing as to mislead some men of real in-

telligence? We can oniy answer this question
by referring to the action of the party, and thus
show the utter falsity of the charge. The frst
resoh lion adopted upon the subject of slavery
was i t the Democratic National Convention held
at Baltimore on the 5th of May, 1840, and was
in the following words:

"Resolved, Tht Congress has no power, undrr
the Constitution, to interfere with, or conta.1,
the domestic institutions of the several Slates;
and that such States are the sole and proper
judges of everything pertaining to their own af-

fairs, not prohibited by the Constitution; that all
efforts bv abolitionists or others, made to induce
Congress to interfere with questions of dajery,
or to lake incipient steps in relation thereto, are
calculated to lead to the most alarming and dau-gero-

consequences, and that all such efforts
have an inevitable tendency to diminish the hap-
piness of the people, and endanger the st:b !ity
aul permuiency of the Union, and ought not to
be countenanced by any friend to our political in-

stitutions "
The stand taken in this resolution was always

maintainel from that day forward. The party
planted itself upon the Constitutioi., and whit
ever interfeied with States or individuals, con
trury to the Constitution, was opposed. The
leaders of the party did not pretend to piss judg
ment upon the institution of slavery, because it
had already lecn decided by the highest tribunal
in the land thi.t it was a local or domestic ins.t' .M

tion over which the United States had uo control.
There were doubtless inanv Democrats wlo
thought and believed that if the negro race wis
to remain in our country in any considerable
numbers, luey must for a long period, if not per
niatieiitly, remain in servitude; that, under the-- e

circumstances, slaverv was uot an evil; while
others believed very differently. It was a singi-la- r

fact that that portion of the parly the fartbeit
removed trom actual contact with the negro racs,
the least acquainted with it, and knowing tie
least of its capacities for- - civilization and free-

dom, were those who were imbued with tie
strongest anti slavery opinions.

The Convention of 1644 re adopted the reso-lutio-

of 184U. leaving the party to stand
as it hud before. No new principle was

udopted uo new proposition was even made O
the Convention. Iu 184d the same resolution
was re adopted without change or alteration. It
1&52, at the time Mr. Pierce was nominated, th
same resolution was re alarmed, and the follow
ing additional resolutions were adopted:

Rewlted, That the loregoing proposition cov-eis- ,

und is intended to em'irace, the whole sub-
ject of slavery agitation in Congress; and, there
fore, the Democratic party of the Union, stagi-
ng on this national platform, will abide by, uid
adhere to, a faithf ul execution of the acts known
as the compromise measures, settled by the last
Congress, the act for reclaiming fugitive slaves
included; which act being designed to carry out
au express provision of the Constitution, cannot,
with fidelity thereto, be repealed, nor sr
changed as to destroy or impair its efficiency.

Rttolved, That the Democratic party will re
sist all attempts at renewing, in Congress or oit
of it, the agitation of the slavery qcestiou, us
der whatever shape or color tbe atteiupt may be
made.

Surely, up to this time, no grounds of com-
plaint could be made against the Democratic
party that it was pro-slaver- It adhered in its
resolves closely to the Constitution. By that iu
stiuiuent it stood. If that can be called pre
slavery, then the Demucfatic party might be
called so also. If not, then how cm auy such
complaint be made? When we have finished
with this review of the platform of the Demo-
cratic parly, we will bestow such attention as may
be necessary to show how the Republican party
veered around towards the Abolitionists, a: that
party was ascertained to hold the balance of
power between the two. We think we shall be
able to show to the satisfaction of every caniid
man, that hile there is uo reason for catling die
Democratic party pro slavery, there are good
grounds for calling the Republicans quasi Aboli-
tionists.

We have already referred to the action of the
Democratic National Conventions in lc40, 1844,
lc4ö and 1&52, upon the question of slavery, and
fouud uothiug from which eveu an inference
could be drawn that the party, as such, ever held
any opinions upou ibe subject. All the t'on en
lions ever underioitk to declare was, simply, that
Congress had no power to "interfere with, or con
trol, the domestic institutions of the several
Slates." This was the Constitution, and by .hat
the Conventions not only resolved to stand brm
ly, but it was made the duly of every man lio
was a member of that party to staud bv the Con
stitution and obey it, and obey the laws of the
land.

During the administration of General Pierce,
the question of the latus of slavery in the Ter
ritoriesol Kansas and Nebraska bad been raised,
aud excited much angry feeling. At the meat
ing of the Democratic National Convention in
1 -- .'). at Cincinnati, much anxiety was fell by tin
leading men of the North, as well as the Soutfc.
to lay down a platform which would prove such
a clear expression of the Constitution, aud. cos
sequent i y , of the party, that all would be satis-
factory therewith. Alter much deiiberati kp, the
Convention adopted the resolutions which had
received the sanction of the convention iu ItHi),
and had been leaffiimed successively in
184Ö and lt53, with the aiditioiial resolutioas
adopted in the taller year. But the danger ol a
sectional pnrty had vastly increased, and as the
question of slavery in the Territories acquired
trom Mexico had to be met and disposed of, the
following resolutions were added:

And Unat we may more distinctly meet ths is-

sue on which a sectional party, ubuting exelu
aively on slavry ayitation, now relief, lo test the
fidelity of the people of the North and Soulk to
the Constitution and the Union:

"Retained, That, claiming lellowsbip with, and
desiring ihe co operation of, all who regard t e
preservation of the Union under the Constitution
as the paramount issue, and repudiating all sec
tioual parties and platforms concerning domestic
ah very which seek to embroil the States and in- - j

cite treason and armed resistance to law in the
Territories, and whose avowed purpose, it con- - i

-- animated, must end ii civil war and disunion,
the American Democracy recognize and adopt
the principles contained in the organic laws es tab
lishing :he Territories of Nebraska and Kvusis,
as embodyiug the otily sound and safe solution of
the slavery question upon which ihe great nation-
al idea of the people of this whole country can
repose in its determined conservation of the
Union, and of Congress with
slavery in tbe Territories or iu the District of
Columbia.

" fiesolved. That this was the basis of the com
promie of 1850, confirmed by both the Demo-
cratic and Whig parties in national conventions,
ratified by the people iu '.be election of 1853, and
rightly applied to the orgauitalton of the Terri-
tories in 1854.

j "hevdxxd, That by the uniform application of
the Democratic principle to the organisation of
Territories, and the admission of new States with
or without domestic slavery, as they may elect,
the equal rights of all the States will be preser
red intact, the original compacts of the Co nstit u
tion maintained mriolate, and the perpetuity and
expansion of the Uuion, insured to iu utmost
capacity of embracing, In peace and harmony,
every future American State that they may be
constituted or annexed with a republican form of
government.

Resolved, Tbat we recognize the right of the
people of all tbe Territories, including Kansas
and Nebraska, acting through tbe legally and
fairly e i pressed will of tbe majority of tbe actual
residents, and whenever tbe uumber ot their in-

habitants justifies it, to forte a Constitution with
or without domestic slavery, and be admitted in
to the Union upon terms of perfect equality with

j tber States
It will be seen from a careful perusal of these

additional resolutions, tbat the party simply re-

solved to stund by the Constitution still, as they
had for years before For the purpose of effec
toally excluding the whol subject of slavery
from the halls of Congress, the right of the Ter- -

ritories, so far as the Constitution permitted, was t'nl. Jahn A. Hendricks Utile.
declared to have the complete disposition ol the The numerous friends of Col. Joa.x A. Hex-subje-

within their respective limits. This was DRICM wiU m5eive wjth gjneere regret the intel-tb- e

celebrated popular sovereignty doctrine of
Jir Douglas, which waa theo acquiesced in. not heDce of h'8 timely end at the battle ol Pea
only by the party assembled in convention, but Ridge. He was appointed Lieutenant Colonel
ntterwards by almost every leading man of the
party, ettner in congress or in the campaign
which followed. Will any man aay, who has any
rtirard for the truth of h- -to th, th ....
ground in these resolutions for tbe charge that ! tfle oldest son of William Hendricks,
the Democratic party was pro slavery? We who was the second Oovernorof tbeStste snd af
think not. At different periods lc40 to terwanl8 "" '" Ind"na theLu,ted SUtes,n
1636. almost all tbe Northern States which had Jever been Democratic, formed Constitutions, and enut- - U w native of Indiana, b orn in

into every one of them was inserted an article Madison, and about forty rears of age. He was
forbidding shivery or involuntary servitude. In a eemleui.in of abiütv and education, a lawver by
these constitutions ill be found the jude ment "... '
snd opinions of the leading De nocratic states j Prof! "d twice had enlisted in the military
meu of the North upon tbe abstract question of service of his country. In the Mexican war be
slavery when applied to their own respective j was a Captain of an Indiana regiment, but re-Sla-te

Governments. But tliev 'ih.Z!! "Sned before us expiration. A husband, ato nrescribe a rule of action lor
the South, whether they helonod to th n..
eratic or Whig parties! They conceded to them
as full and i?rfect a right, uoder the Constitu
tion of the United States, to regulate the dome-t- ic

institutions of their respective States aa thev
themselves claimed and exercised at home. Anil
more, they held it hut right and proper, w'nen
any State had made its election, it should be
trea teil kindly and courteously, for tbe Coii.titu
tion declared that, "the citizens of each State
were entitled to all privilege and immunitiei of
citizens is the several States." The comity of na
tions, nay, more than that, the it:imaie relations
existing between States forming such a Govern-
ment hs ours, demanded of each State the turnout
circumspection and prudence in expressing an
opiniou as to the Institutions of another State en
titled to equal rignis and ejual privilege. This
was all the Democratic party demanded, and this
the Constitution reo,nired.

We have thus traced the principles of that
party, as declared by the only body having anv
authority to speak upou the subject, from the d iy
it was first introduced until the year 1&56. In all
this time there was not a word which indicated
that the party was pro slavery, but on the con
trary, its whole action clearly and distinctly pro-
claimed that upon this subject it only adhered to
the compromises of the Constitution.

Tbe political contest of lb6u is too recent, has
been iaWMal upon the minds of the people too
firmly by the appalling events which have fol
lowed in uuick succession, until the country is
convul?ed oy civil ware, to need much comment
We all remember the action of the Democratic
party, and know that it was neither justly charged
wilh the taiui of Abolitionism bv the South or
pro slaveryism by the North. But to make the
record complete, we irive the resolutions aii.mted i

at Charte i uo and Those at Charles-
ton were asVollows:

, Resolved, That we, the Democracy of the
Union, iu convention assembled, hereby declare
our affirmance of the resolutions unanimously
adopted aud declared aa a platform of our princi
pies by the Democratic Convention at Cincin-
nati in the year le56, believing that Democratic
principles ure uocbangable in tlieir nature when
applied to the same subject matters; and we
recommend as the only further resolutions tue
following:

Resolved, That it is the duty of the United
States to afford ample and complete protection to
all its citizens, whether at home or abroad, and
whether native or foreign.

Resolved, That the enactments of State Legis-
latures to defeat the faithful, execution of the
fugitive slave law, are hostile in character, sub
versive of the Constitution, and revolutionary in
their effect.

At i'. alti more the following additional resolu
tion was adopted, with only two dissenting votes:

Retoloed, That in its accordance with the in-

terpretation of the Cincinnati platform, that du
ring the existence of the Territorial governments;
the Illr i.ilreot rest lictirin sh. .iiu . nr. it. ,..,. i... '- - --- i i in rz ,

imposed by the Federal Constitution on the pow
er of the Territorial Legislature over the subject
ot the domestic relations, as tbe same tu been,
or shali hereafter be finally determined by the
Supreme Court of tbe United States, should be
respected by all good citizens, and enforced with
promptness and fidelity by every branch of the
Government.

Here ends the record of the principles laid
down by the Democratic party upon the subject
of slavery. Theie is not a sentence, a word, a
syllable, eveu, to indicate or show that the party-- ,

as such, is now, or ever has been, no
more than there is to show it is favor of abolition.
At all times, at all places, and under all circum-
stances, it has stood boldly up to the Constitution,
and declared its readiness aud willingness to have
that instrument carried out mi good faith, and,
instead of being called sectional or pro slavery,
it has well earned the name which history will
accord to it, as a great constitutional party ,4which
administered the Go vein ment with eminent wis
dorn and success for many years, and at last fell
before the fierce attacks of fanatics in the differ
ent sectious of the Union. Detroit Free Press.

General 1 ( Irllan.
We ate advised by our special Washington

correspondent that to-da- y General MeClellan will
cease to be General in Chief ot the Army of the
United States, sad that an order announcing the
change will be issued this morning by Secretary
Stanton. This will not take any careful reader
of the Gazette by surprise. It has been known
to us, that soon after the inauguration of Mr.
Stanton, he lost the confidence not onlv of the
Secretary of War, but of the whole Cabinet, and
also or tne rresident. it was fully determine
some weeks ago that he must either bring forth
fruits worthy of the fine army he controlled, or
retire. Ol this decision, we understand, he was
advised, when he asked for an opportunity to
lead his army against Manassas. This was grant-
ed. The movement took place, and the result is
known. The rebel army had departed. The place
was there, and nothing else. And now it appeirs
that this fjreat army, which menaced for so nianv

of
thousand

Gen
as

for is

the when

with
unanimous approval Senate, and cor- -

assent of the people, he entered upon what
to b3 a r.bnhai ant career. In Ins

movements he was sustained resources of!
the nation in men money, meeting no
sitiou from an v quarter; and encountering no in
terference, the President, even, having surren

.

dered everything into Ins hands, until it became
that he was uot equal as com

uiander to the emergency Then, not be
fore, did a patient people begin to express dissat- -

isfaclion. It is our purpose here to recount
failures of General Indeed this

...u "v t wvr eh luii Jul ip. itiii vrt tire
course of the The events

hours make it evident that he was
. Ti .

noi remove! an nour too i ne couuwv is
-

peril, and no man can be allowed to enilanger
it Jbv retarding the great undertaking the nation

,v
.
m hand. task was delicate one.

we are sure no one regrets for
that has been taken than Mr. Lincoln;

but country will strengthened en
couraged to find that energy and resolution now
P at the helm. this let the people re
joice while they sympathise with the General

failure led to the iu the com-
mand of arniv Cincinnati

island york

miles

ew Orleans. Tbe elevation of the at this
point hundred feet above the

the delta, mouth.
the water at this point is ninety to one
hundred feet, breadth of the
streim from mainland mainland
hundred yards. current runs bv the island
at a moderately fast rate, and power or

three nvers Mississippi, Missouri Ohio
The island is near the southern, or

what be termed the eastern, bank of the;
river, that, at this point, str-a- m varies
from southern course turns abruptly to the
northwest, Island the southern
angle of bend. It is about forty fire
bv of the river, south of Columbus,;

about twentv-si- x miles from Iti
nearOMenville.

of regiment Indiana volunteers upon its

deceased,

from

Baltimore.

orgsnization, was in command of the regi- -

ujent in tbat engagement. Uol Hendricks was

valued ckiien cut off in prime
of life and usefulness another victim added to

long who felt it their duty to offer their
upon the altar of their country in the un-

natural strife maintain Constitution and
preserve the Union. This regiment
Two of its field officer.-- , Taxxe and Hendricks,
have fallen

A warrior's weapon a warrior's soul.
Ami recent terrible conflicts at Pet Ridge

and Fort Craig are but the precursors of the sad
news which yet reaeh many hearthstone
and desolate many a household before peac? and
union again bless the land.
O'er tbe prond beads of free men ouretar-banne- r wavea,
Men firm as tbfir mnuiitaiu nial tlirirgTaves,

shall pour uut tlieir life-blo- rata;--V- ft
come back In triumph, come not again.

The Tax on Iteal I. stale.
There seems to au impression that

Government imposed no direct tax on the
real estate of the country. By the entitled
"An act to provide increased revenue from im

ports, to pay interest Dtiblic debt, and for
other purposes," passed on the of August.
ie6li it ifJ pruvi(lcd "that a di rect of twenty

JT, .'h " "f dollars be and is hereby annually laid

uPn United States, and same shall be
is hereby apporti oued in the manner follow- -

Maine 420,826 Indiana. . . $904.874
N.Hampshiie 218,4(16 Illinois . 1,146.551
Vermont 2ll6b .Hifsouri 761.127
Massachusetts 804.51 Kansas 7 1.743
Rhode Island. 116.96:1 Arkansas. 261,8f6
Connect cut . . Mc,2l4 Michigan. . äiii ,76)

York. ..2,603.918 Florida .

New Jersev. . 450.1.14 Texas 355.106
Pennal ru nia.. 1,946.719 Iowa 452.088
Delaware.... 74,6b.'f Wisconsin . . . 519.688

436.K23 California 254,538
Virginia 9M7,55(i Minnesota . . 108.524
N. G rolina. . 576.1'I4 Oregon 35.140
S. Carolina.. 36:1,57m New Mexico. 62.64-26.9- r2

Georgia 54.367 Utah
Alabama 529.313 Washington . T.T88

413,084 Nebaska 19.312
.... 385,886 Nevada 4.592

Ohio 1.567,09 Colorado .695
Kentucky . . . 713,695 Dacota 3,241
Tennessee . . . 669.495' Dis. of Col... 19,47

The law further declares that tax "shall
be assessed and laid on the value of all lands
lots of ground, with their improvements and
dwelling houses, at rate ot them is
worth in money on first day of April, 1862."
There is a provision, however, in the law which
allows the Stetes Territories to assume the
payment of the amount apportioned to them

in which a of fifteen
pei cent, is allowed.

The President on
The suggestions of the President in recent

message in favor of the General Government ex-

tending pecuniary aid to those States which may
adopt the policy of gradual emancipation, to com-

pensate them for public private incon-

venience attending upon such change system,
are consii'ered by leatling organs of public
sentiment from entirely different stand points and
with widely different conclusions. The New
York Tribune, the organ of the radical Republi-
cans, hails it as message of freedom.
One of those few great scriptures that live in his-

tory and make an epoch in the lives of nations
and races." It thus tbe suggestions of
the President:

He sees that, however often rebellion miy be
suppressed at South, it will never be ended
loug as slavery has an assured existence. The
continuation slavery as permanent institu-
tion on which no inroad has beeu made is the
contiuua'ion of the war, resistance to
Federal Government must be permanently sup
pressed, and resistance brings war. Whatever is
indispensable to this end mast be done, and slave
ry, therefore, must fall either in one way or the
oilier. Let the slaveholders begin the reform and
we win give mem our nearly aiu; u iney w.u

j theu we do it withut them as a necessary
step toward establishment of permanent
peace supremacy of the Union, for slave
ry is rebellion. South has the choice of be-

ginning the work with the help of the whole
country, system thus to be left to gradu-
ally disappear from natural but causes;
or she may and resent the offer and take

consequences of continued resistance. This

The New York Herald regards the proposition
the rresident "so so just, so profound

."I." u,ai "e mfc P " "
tbe final solution and settlement of the

moet perplexing difficulty in our political system."

It regards it as a conservatn e ine.isure, in direct
conflict the fanatical, uuwie and dangerous
schemes of Abolitionists. It thus interprets

PrsxidAni' nnliv'

M, Lincoln reafBrms the institution of slavery
fis n luciii mtuier juuiuien uuuer control,

Ä.a, j

uive oi orunuji --ui - ui .umu,. .
their radical abolition associates. With this

. .
titditly within Ins grap, Mr.

.
.Lincoln

.

proclaims to the revolted States iu returning
... ...;,....,. ..: ,,

were, will be retained, and that each State con
cerned will be left pertectly free to choose be
tween the retention and the gradual abolition of
slavery. This official declaration of itself cannot
fail to exert a wholesome influence in favor of
peace throughout the South; and, if seconded
Congress, it will leave the intractable managers
of this rebellion without a pretext of justification

0rlen to laboriously contended acaitisi
much obloour reproach, and principles
on which the Constitution was founded, and ex
presses bis conviction, that whatever plan
adopted, gradual in nctpation would be better
than immediate abolition. Good men, from the
earliest daya, have desired to see some plan for
the removal of the system, and substi
tution of another labor in its place;
their desires would long ago have been accom
pjgned in several Stales now knows as slave
States, but lor the interference of radical
litiou acheme. which effectually blocked all the
ÄdTenCe of free labor plans in Maryland, Virgi

jft snj ot,w gut.
'

9uot,nl? h on th' President d.c

täte to Oongres for adoption , that paper places

mouths the capital the nation, and blockade! is clearly Mr. Lincoln s meaning, and his convic-th- e

Potomac, did not exceed forty men. tions are of a characrer that do not proclaim
The dismissal was fairly deserved, It could not themselves merely in words. Taking no counsel
have been avoided. MeClellan has no right of flesh and blood iu this matter, but remember-t- o

complain. Never did a occupying such a ing his responsibility the head of a great
snd holding many months within his ti'u whose very existence threatened, he goes

control destinies of a great nation, enjoy straight to the root of the disease, he sees
such advantages for distinction as he en- - j tbe time has come, and determines upon its erad-joye-

Elevated by the President,
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among honest men at home and abroad.
Islaxd No. 10 This is situated in T, yew Journal 0j Commerce, the rep-th- e

corner of tbat bend of the Mississippi nver i

few reeenutave of another class ot public sentiment,which touches the border of Tennessee,
miles-farth- er up the river than New Madrid, al- - j says:
though nearly southwest of point. It is lo- - r. Lincoln does not propose anj plan for re-cat-

about two hundred and thirty from moving slavery. He adopts the views of Wasb-8t- .
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the following constructions upon the recommend

stions ot the message:
This resolution proposes to recognize three dis-

tinct principles, which underlie the foundations of
the slavery system, snd which are necessary to

be regarded in the ultimate removal of the insti
tution.

1. That the relation of master and slave is a
relation of ownership and property, for which

compensation ought to be made.
2 That the people of the whole nation, North

and South, either from bavins origineted thesys
tem, which once existed by British law, snd un
der British protection, throughout the land, or for
other reasons, may of right be called on to aid
those who are pecuniarily interested in the system
to remove or modify it, so as to remove the qual
ity of property from the relation of master and
servant, or employer awl laborer.

3. Tbat tbe several States are the proper and
only powers to originate emancipation plans.

These are all sound principles, and their enun-

ciation by the President at this time makes them
especially note-worth-

If the President should happen to read these
Tsxious interpretations of bis recommendations
to Congress and the country in favor of gradual
emancipation in those States which may elect to
adopt that policy upou toe principle of compensa

tion to the owners o! that kiud of property out of
the public Treasury, which the Cincinnati Gazette
said were so understandable that there could be
no question as to his meaning, would be some-

what puzxled to comprehend the policy he had in

view. We think the great body of the people can
ea-il- y comprehend the whole question. They
will overlook the humanity of the proposition in

tbe practical application of the principles of nun

intervention. If the people of any of the States
which now tolerate slavery, believe tbat the in-

stitution is an evil and that the substitution of
free labor would be to their advantage, they will

not be slow to comprehend their duty and policy.
For these reasons slavery has been abolished in

several States since the adoption of the Federal
Constitution by gradual emancipation, without
soliciting aid from the General Government. As

slavery becomes unprofitable and undesirable,

snd whenever and wherever public policy de-

mands its eradication, it will yield to these con-

siderations, as it has in those States in which it

has already been abolished, without a tax upon
the people of nou slaveholding States therefor-Th-

people of Indiana, of the Northwestern
States, of all the Slates North, will hardly con-

sent to tax themselves to compensate the owners
of slaves for property which has become insecure
and unprofitable and which would not be surren-

dered unless such was its condition, with the
pro:pect of additional burdens being thrown upon

the industry of the country to provide for a popu-

lation in a state of freedom when its labor can no
longer be made ;rofitableto the owner even by a
system of compulsory servitude.

"The Grent Evncnntion
The Cincinnati Gazette, radical Republican,

and a special opponent of Gen. McClxxlax, is

particularly severe upon the generalship which

directs and has directed the Army of the Poto
mac. In commenting upon the recent evacua-

tion of the refel army, tbe Gazette remarks:
This may be a movement to contract the rebel

lines and withdraw within the cotton Stales,
where they rely much on the climate to help their
defense, aud w here another season might pass
before Gen. MeClellan would be readv to follow.
This policy was intimated in Jeff Üavis's mes-
sage, in tbe declaration that in trying to delend
all points they had undertaken more than they
could perform. The Southern press is also urg-
ent for contracting their line of defense and
m.issiiig their troops in great columns for offen-
sive operations, or for attacking our divisions in
detail. Or it may be only a falling back to the
Rappahannock, which furnishes a strong line for
defense, although this would hardly explain their
abandoning a position which they have found to
be so highly respected by Gen. MeClellan as
Manassas, and so eminently safe.

We await with some concern the reappearance
of this absconding army, which flits so invisibly
to our generalship It is perhaps a great moral
victory lo have the rebel armies evacuate places
against which we have been so long and expen-
sively preparing, but the strongest moral effects
iu war follow material ones. These armies will
have to be followed South and conquered at a
greater cost of men and money. The peaceful
evacuations of Bottling Green, Columbus and
Manassas are rebel triumphs. Their occupation
and fortification by the rebels has cost us enough
in preparation aud in the effects of waiting to
have paved the way for tbe retreating rebels with
gold; and unless a change takes place iu tbe strat-
egy on the Potomac, we see no reason why the
waiting to get ready is not to be repeated at each
point at which the rebels may make a stand to
fortify.

"The President's lacsareaieaces."
A correspondent of the St Louis Republican,

writing from Belleville, 111., comments with keen
irony iifon Mr. Lincoln's emancipation message.
His texts arc introduced thus:

The resolution adopted by the Congress of
I79d, reads thus:

Revolted, That Congress have no authority to
interfere iu the emancipation of slaves, or in the
treatment ot them in auy of the States; it re-

maining with the several States alone to proride
rules and regulations therein, which humanity
and true policy may require.

President Lincoln says:
"I recommend the adoption of a joint resolu-

tion by your honorable bodies, which shall be
substantially as follows:"

Resolved. That the United State ought to co
operate with any State which may adopt a gra-
dual abolishment of slavery, giving to such
State pecuniary aid, to be used by such State in
its discretion, to compensate for the inconveni-
ences, public and private, produced by such
change of system.

The correspondent naturally noticed the differ-
ence between these two propositions; but it mut
be borne in mind that the President's resolution
is offered as "a means ot ending the war," though
it must be admitted that the framers of the Con-

stitution omitted to name that mode in the list of
provisions on that subject. It does not even come
within the provisions of the Chicago platlorin.
the framers of which believe in stealing, not buy
ins, slaves: and several of their most prominent
leaders are in favor of confiscating these incon
reniences in tbe rebel States. Their measure ia
unconstitutional, but not more so than that of
the President. Springfield Hl ) Register.

'Hebel Triumphs.'
The Gazette of yesterday, in an article attemp

ting to ridicule General MeClellan, says:
"The peaceful evacuation of Bowling Green.

Columbus and Manassas, are rebel triumphs "

It is a most strsnge perversity, which discovers
"rebel triumphs" in the abandonment of the three
great strongholds prepared by the enemy to pre-

vent the advance of our troops into tbe heart of
the insurgent States. According to Gazette logic,
the more the territory uow held by the rebels is
occupied by our troop, the more triumphant tbe
rebels wil become When Jeff Davis skedaddles
from Richmond, the point of the triumphal pro-
cess of rebel evacuation will be distinctly before
the country. When our troops occupy New Or-

leans, great will be our discomfiture. And when
the old fing is restored to its pride of place over
every one of the rebel fort and cities, and their
armies have been disperse.) we shall discover
tne full extent of our misfortunes. Cin Com-

mercial.
av ss- -

Senator Sumner could hardly command pa-

tience to speak of Gen. Halleck, and the Wash-

ington Republican, a dirty, wooly concern, calls
the General "an upstart."

The Paris women are excited about an elec-

tric bead dress invented for the Empress Euge
nia. It is a crown formed of globules of glass,
lighted by electric light, and set with diamonds,
rabies nd emeralds. It emits such an effulgence
as to light up of itself a dark room, and if ever
put into general use will tuperaede the necessity
of gat jets or wax candles. Every lady will be
her own chandelier


