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The New Drafi.
The new draft ordered by the President, and
which was published to the conntry last Monday
It came like

morning. eanzed nn little surmise
& clap of thunder in a clowdless sky.  The rssur-
ance was ygiven when the last draft for three
hundred thonsand was ordered, that that would
be ample to crush out the rebellivn—which the
public authorities assured us then, as they do
About the first of
December lust it was anpounced, semi-officially,
that in three months from that period armed re-
bellion at least would he subduel

Ou the 4th day of Docember last, about two
mouths ago, Goversor Monrrox, then just re
turned from Washington and New York, ad.
dressed a great war mecting bheld at Masonie
Hall, in this city.
with great emphasis and dignity, ss follows:

now, was upot its last legs

His Excelleney remurked,

“*The great busines< on hand now was mising
tronps for Indiana This would be the last call.
The rebellion was rapidly drawing tom close. He
thought th:t three months, or at most six montha,
would see the war trinmphantly closed. Indiana
had responded to the demands of the General
Government in the prosecution of the war
promptly. Shall we nuw, at the conclusion of
the war, when the bounties offered nre enormous
—shall lodiana now prove lr:garnl'.' 2 ® =
Let each man do his duty; here where anwaonted
prosperity obtained, he desired all to step forw ird
and wive him their individaal aid that a deafl
ehould wot occur in Marion county. Orherwise
the draft must eome, and all must submit.”

He also remirked “that probably 1he soldiers
now enlisting might never go to the feld "

These were the

peuple of Indiana, individually and in their mu-

promises that jnoucel the

mwipal and county srgnuizations, to come forward
amd with great liberslity offer the bounties to
raize the quuta demanded of Todiana, by volun
teering
has been sbout raised, but uow more is reguired.

With extraosdiniry effor. that gquota

Siill further sacrifices are dewmanded, when the |

Governor of the State, evidently speaking by

authority, expressly declared that the call then |

punie woukl be the lest, and even move than thar,

thut probably the solliers enlisted under that eall |

might never 2o to the field.
withstanding these fair promises, that we sre nut
yet at the eonclusion of the war. Two of the
three months have expired, when the people
were promised that they should *“see the war
triwmplinptis clused " Now it appears, seconl-
Ing to }lepubli-mn :utllt!fil}'. that u drithline,
inefficient policy has thus far characterizad the
mle for
more energy amd vigor in its manigement, <o
that it should be virtually ended within the vur-
The Cincinnsti Gazetre, a leading

conduct of the war, and o demand 15

rent vear

Adasinistration orgun. mokes the following com- |

ments upon the draft just ordered, which are
worthy of cousideration, It say-:

1t is manifast that this war shoold be virtnally
ended within the current year. [t is the ponular
impresdion that 1t thay be thus ended.  Rut 'o
rire the rebellion a finish'ng blow ju the approach

But it apipears, not— |

Ipaﬂy in power. Under its rule the country,
| with its boasted free institutions have been going |

' 10 destruction with railroad speed, but it appe.-rsi

i- little more *dribbling'’ is necessary to reach
the end, l

| — — |
|*¢The Union and the Govermment."”

| eaption, attempls to eriticice the recent opiuion of |
the Supseme Court of thiz State, in which the
war power of the President iz necessarily and

| most ably discussed. It quotes the following

‘pnr-guph from that opinion as a text for iui

comments: |
“The rebellion itself did not originate inan at |
tempt, a8 we have rend i's history, 10 overthrow |
the Government of the United States, and is ot |
now ostensibly prosecuted for that purpose. The |
rébellion consists in an artewmpt, if we lmve read |
aright, to withdraw a certaio portion ol the people
land territory from under the jurisdiction of the
Government of the United States—te dicide the
{ Umion, leaving the North under the existing
| Goverument, and placing the South under a new-
Iy created Government ™

This statement is true. During the five months

| The Cincinnati Commereisl, under the atmve!
|

| mccceding  the  Presidentin!  clection  of
1860, the leading Republican press ex-
| pressed an entire willingness that the dis

Stites—the States now in rebellion—
should separate from the Union. The New York
Tribune, the Chicago Tribune, the Buffulo Ex-
press, the Indiunapolis Journal, and even the

satisfied

Cincingati Commercinl were most decidedly in
favor of a division of the Union, "lentriu;:. the |
North under the existing wud |
placiug the South ander n newly crested pov

eroment.”

government,

Not oue of these papers then even |

mooted the idea, that a separation of uvne or a |

dozen States from the Uoniwn would *“over- |
throw the Government of the United
States.” These organs of the Republican

| party now 8o fierce for a vigoious prosecution
of the war to preserve the life of 1he untion or
| Buvernment, then attempted to demonstr te the |
advantiges of a divicion of the Unive w the
North

have named ez arded the s of & dogen States s |

i we recollect aright, all the pepers we

less calamity than civii ®ar; and they have re- |
pe.tedly stated that all the now rebel States asked
waus to be let alone, W be permitted to dissolve
It is
s 1 mitier of history that the Countederste |

their esnnection with the Union in peace

States, after the adoption of the Montcomery |

Constitution, seut Commissioners to 1o Washing-

tun to agree upon terms of <eparation, and |

ther were instructed to npegotiate
basi4 of au equitable division of the pubhic pro- |
perty aud the public indebtediness, “leaving the

North ander the axisting govertiment and placing

upun the

the Soath auder » newly crested guvernment,"
and the pipers now so fiercely “uncomiitionsl |
Union" were willing to let the dissatisfied Stetes
| depart upon these conditivns It is moust absurd
to argue that the loss of a portion of it tenitory |
from whatever cause destrovs the existing gov
erument. The histery of our own nation refutes |
this The the i
 eolonies from the Dritish crown, and that too |
by force, did not destroy the then existing gov 1
| erument of Great Britain Althougzh Ly the |
' revolution she lost one of hee brightest jewels, i
yet Great Britain retained the same ‘identity, |

fallacy. separation ol

power, and even vigor that she possessed before |
| that grent. The people of the colanies not only |
| rebelled agaiust British rule, but left the jurisdic '
| tion of the British Governmeut, divided the Union,

leaving Great Britain “under its existing govern-

ment,” and “placing the" colonies, “*under a

| newly created government” ‘We do not ap-
prehend, mnor ean anyv sensible man, that
the existing joverument of the United

States wonld be overthrown even if the rrlrcl|

Stites should suceeed in securing their imde- |

penslence

from us ahout three wvears;

They have in hwet been separated |
vet the governwment
of the United States is not overthrown.  lis ter- |
ritory is Jlessenal, but the exising government |
| remains in all its vigor and power to the States
which adbere to the Union. The pargraph we |
have quote! of  the |
Court, o which the Republican press now |
object,

I:eht‘“‘.u:l did not ul‘i-»_'illulle it an ittempt “*to |
|

Irom  the opinion

is, correct in every Lespent. ThPi
overthrow the Government of the Unpitel St |Im-'.,l
{ andd i not ostensibly prosecuved for that porpese.” i
LThe war would never have heen commenced if |
the Government of the Unitel Stites would have |
consented o o peaceahle ~epararion of the Srares,
and to day the existing government could have
peace if it wonkll recugnize the ludependence of |
{ the Suuthern Coufederiey. Cin it e denied |
then, in the language of the Court, that “‘the |

rebellion consists i up sttempt to withdraw »

certain portion of the people and tertitory from |
under the jurisdiction of the Guvernment of the |

| Duitel Statest™’

! .—-——-——-—-—---— -
| Church and St
Dispatchies lrum New Ocleansstatethat* Brhop

Axis has been empowered by the War Deport

ate,

|

ment ‘o take ehirge of rhe Methadiss Churehy, |

and he is now proceading in that direction.

So |

- . & = + s ]

ng campaign, our armies must be promptly and | itappears that military necessity requires that |
; 2N { ; |

'the Administration shall assume the charge aud |
control of spiritual affiirs as well as temporal, |

largely recruited; not by the re-enlisting of vet-
erans, ar fguring up quotax on paper, but by
faruishing new, full zrown, stout tighting men—
men who will count in the field as well us ou the
wuater roll  This is the most economical way
both ns regamls blood and tressure to end the
war.  To dribble along, as we have bern doing for
e year padd, calling for three hundred thonsand
men, and receiving 6fty thonsand; onrdering
draft, aud chen postpoping it, and finally, exe
cating it in spots, is 0 waste of time. of wen and
ofigmeans [t is important therefore, that & new
leal shoula be turned at once; that the army
should be speedily reinforce] to the strength
deemed nacesary to give the stagygering rebellion

| andd 4 permit is required from the Government to i
| save souls and sdminister religious cousolations. |

The next step may be to make Bishop Ames

Pope Asmes and confer upon him the geners! ad- |

ministration of religious affiirs
ing 100 ridiculous for the party in puwer to at
| tempe
— ——
Gold in Umnh,
The Lotter-1iy Siinta, with their very liberal

There is noth |

!
!

a finidiing blow; then t> march over it prostrate | and extended views of mtrinomisl relations, |
earcass, and make clesn woek-f the busineas do- | hgve long bad it preity much their owu way in
ring the summer. Thiz connot be dove with onr | this richly endowed Territary These pious
prescut army; but it may be dune by adiding to | neighbors have been busily engaged in carving
the troops now w the field, the nvew men which | out homes in she wilderness, sealing their spirit-,
this l1st order is intended (o bring forwar). udl wives, stedling from travelers, apd deing |
Every demand of the Adminlstration for men | *0out ns they plessel  But Providence. throuyh |
the instrumentality of money and Irishmen, has

and mosey bas Been promptly met  The party | Lmen Luiliding up a great empire of civiliz un on
in power in that regand is without exeuse fur its | the Pacific cowst. and riilwnys—which semebody
failure to overthrow the rebellion. But upon the ‘ terms K’“"{‘:‘i“h“‘;‘ than mi"i';:;ﬁt’;l—':“ |
y : - | wnon open 1 wiy (o n reformat of Ui, |

heels of this esperience, the cuuntey is advied | o0, o the pascion for it will deaw the mare
“that a new lent shouldbe turned at vnce; that | gyierprising to (his region, and the development

the army shonld be speedily reinforced to (he | of ite resources will neceswarily fllow  The
rich gold fiekls which have been lately discovered

GEN. MUCLELLAN'S REPYRT.

A Succinct and Consecutive Smmmuary
of the Entire Document —Original
Scheme of the War—The General's
Letters to the President. X e «tary
of War and Military Commanders—
‘"the Virginia, Feninsular, and Ma-
ryland Campaigns—How the Army
of the Potomac Fought, and hew lts
Sacrifices were MHewarded In W ash-
Iington—Gen. MeClellan's Tribuie fo
his Soidiers.

[ We are indebted to the New York World

for the following synopsis of Gen. McClellan’s
report:]

Gen. McClellan has uhl:st been permitted
to tell his own story of t t campaign
for which the administration i:‘endem-ored
to make him responsible to history and the
country. When we say that this story proves,
beyond cavil or countradiction, that for the
campaign of 1862 Gen. MeClellan is in truth

responsible only so far as concerns the salva-
tion of an army imperilled by the reckless and

‘ignorant strategy of a knot of selfish. politi-

cians, we say what the most passionate and
prejudiced reader of these clear and guiet and
manly pages will find it hard to gainsay, at
least in the secret of his own brain and heart.
The whole sfory, be it remembered, too, is not
told, cannot possibly be told by a commissioned
General .of the army writing to the head of

the Department of War, that head being the

very man whose hand has been weighing for
evil upon him and upon his gallant troops for
0 many weary and worse than wasted months,
Of what still remains to be made known we
shall here and now say nothing.
even refrain from commenting upon the nar-
rative which has been made public, and con-
fine ourselves to the simple duty of stating, in

a brief svnoptical form, what it is that Gen. |

MeClellan tells us of the annals of this mighty
war.

The General’s report, when we consider |

that it embraces the history of nearly sixteen
months, crowded with events, is singularly
brief and condensed. It takes up the story of
his connection with the army at his arrival in
Washington after the first disaster of Bull
Run, and passes on through the whole period
of the organization of the Army of the Poto-
mac: through the preparations made in the

winter of 1861-2 for the invasion of Virginia; |

through the movement against Richmond, by
the way of Yorktown and the Peninsula:

through the fierccly contested battles of the

seven days; and through the short but splen- |
did campaign of Maryland, down to the sar- |

render by the Genceral who had formed and

developed, and disciplined, and saved the |

finest army in the Republic, of his baton of

command on a wild November night in the !

camim at Warrenton, in Virginia.

The report is dated at New York, August
4, 1863, and is addressed to Brig. General

Thomas, Adjutant General of the United
States Army. It is accompanied by the re-

ports of corps, division and subordinate com- |
manders, and by many illustrated documents, | .
'ciple, 1 did vot desire to form them until the |

such as maps, charts, and the like.

Passing briefly over his brilliant campaign
in Western Virginia, with the statement that
he was preparing for a campaign inthe Upper
Kanawha Valley when he learned at Beverly
of the disaster of Bull Run, Gen. McClellen
observes that he had received no notification
of the movements of the eastern army, and
was not therefore prepared to co-operate with

We shall

At the time when these suggestions were
submitted to the President thull-.bmrbiu:g_
tl bt of the government was the nfetz
\::imgton

No plans for general operations
were considered, and it was believed by the
| majority of those whose counsels swayed the
administration that the policy of the govern-
ment ought to be simply a concentration of
force around the capital aud an advance

' Richmond.
| CONDITION OF THE ARMY IN AUGUST, 1861.

General MeClellan found the army at |

| Washington thus constituted:

|Iulmlr;r.... ............... crrenensns 00,000
| Cavalry,oevvasnns GRS
Artillegy. . cnvevins b ownsavniag assanani 659

‘ y ' 1Y S

| with nine imperfect field-batteries of thirty
| guns.
. This force was scattered through the envi-

R R R R

against the army of the Confederates before

' rons of the city, with no g.neral organization, |
i and with no to pu of instruction
or defense. e city was defended by a few

insignificant earthworks, and “there was noth-

ing to prevent its being shelled from heights

| within easy range, which could be occupied |

by a hostile column almost without resist-
‘ance. The morale of the army was misera-
ble, and desertions were the general order of
the day.”

ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY.

Steps were at once taken to restore order
(in the city of Washington. Camps of instruc-
tion were located and filled with the new
levies; fortifications were pushed forward un-
der a systematic plan.

By the 15th of October the number of
‘;mops in and about Washington was as fol-
OWE

Provetrt $0r BU¥. oo cvsvinvaneiabaaias 133 21
| S o o000 20 E w'a 0w WaR S gin . 9.2
R PO ROIE: = s 0 b a v rsvas T P 3 1,156
AL T IR e B e G e o T |.-|3.64?
| Making, with absent troope....c.conuns 5404
Agrannd total of s svvnerernseinninnas 152 0561
By the first of Mareh, 1862, this total had
been ralsed tiv. . oon i ninnnsas L9291 ,.9T

From this number the defences of Wash-
ington. the protection of its communications,
and the main operations against Richmond, a
strong and central defensive position of the
encmy, protected by an army m Virginia of
at least one hundred and twenty thousand
men, were to be supplied.

GGeneral McClellan shows that the Army
of the Potomac proper, subsequently reached
at three different periods the following totals:

AP B .- vos v s in o rdiasmes e a 126,387
e U, . vie tresssvcasscssasensen 145,513
N IV s 54 v mome ST T v evesss 44,856

The history of the progressive organization
of the army 1s given at length, from its form-
‘ation into brigades to the adoption, under the
-direet authority of the Executive, of the or-
 ganization into army corps, of which the
General observes: “Though I was always in
favor of this organization, as an abstract prin-

armyv had been for some little time in the
field, in order to enable the general officers

first to acquire the requisite experience as

division commanders in active service? He
: dwells also upon the great difficulty of devel-
-oping the artillery and cavalry arms to the
state of efficiency which would justify riskin

' the fortunes of the nation upon a grand an§

|
|

|
|

it. Late on Sunday the fatal 21st of July,an | trying campaign. He bestows special praise |

order came, from Washington, directing him
to move into Eastern Virgimia—without, how-
ever, informing himv of the vital fact that
Gen. Patterson bad been unable to prevent
the junction of Johnston with Beauregard.
He was preparing to obey this blind and
tardy order, wheu, on the 22d,-there came

another reqnirin'_r him to turn over his com- |

mand to Gen. Rosecrans, and to repair in
person to Washington.,

Leaving specifie directions as to the fortifi-
cation of the most important points then held
by ns in Western Virginia, Gen. MeClellan
on the 23d set out for the capital, and, on the
27th, asmmed command of the *Division of
the Potomae.”

He found this army—to which was asigned
the double duty of protecting Washington

and of threatening Richmond, neither capable
of threatening others nor protecting atselfl

The extent of the resources of the South for
resistance had been most imperfectly appreci-
ated, and it was pecessary at once to alarm
and (o encourage the official mind.
GEN. MICLELLAN SCHEME OF CAMPAIGN
IN AUGUST, 1861,
On the 4th of Augnsi, 1861, the new gen-

erul laid before the President his scheme of |

the war.

In this scheme, it was laid down that our
best, if not only hope of a speedy and lasting
peace, lay in couvincing the digloyal popula-
tions, at the outset ol hostilities, that resist-
ance to the government must prove impracti-
cable.

It was pointed out that our reverses at Ball
Run had made this task at oner more impera-
tive and more difficali, since they had em-
boldened our enemy and injured our own
prestize both at home and abroad.™

Virginia having been made the batile field,
it became necessary to fight there; but,-in
order to success in the campaign agains
Virginia, General McClellan pointed out the
necessity ol opening the Mississippi, of pacify-

upon General Barry, Chief of Artillery, and

the artillery officers of the regular army, for |

| their inestimable services mm relation to this !
|

 supremely important part of his great work;
and upon the zeal and intelligence with
- which the volunteers availed themselves of
the instruction and example of these officers.

The brigade organization was effected An-
| gust 4,1861.

The divisional organization was effected
Oetover 15, 1861,

The organization into army corps, by spe-
cial order of the President, was made March
8, 1862, the army not having taken the field
in a body at all.

Of the important organization of a general
| staft, Gen. McClellan states that it was begun
“in September, 1861, by the appointment of
Gen. Marcy as Clief of Stafl.

The history of the various departments of
'the army is then rapidly but fully sketched,

with details which show how vast was the labor
' to be performed in perfeeting them, and with
| due mention made of those who, in the dis-
'eharge of their duties in the Engineer, Medi-
| cal, Commissary and Quartermaster’s Depart-
| ments, especially si;irualim-d themselves by
| their skill, fidelity and energy.
General MeClellan particularly dwells upon
| the sanitary state of the troops, which is de-
'clared to have been on the whole “better than

that of any army of the United States,” and

| this, no.withstanding the trying nature of the |

campaign of the Peninsula and the haste with
| which, after the battles of the seven days, the
‘troops were removed from Harrison’s Land-
\ing to Alexandria, leaving behind them all
manner of necessary hospital stores and ac-
commodations.

The remarkable development of the tele-
' graph corps is also noticed, and the impor-
tance of the services rendercd by the Aero-

, | nautie Corps which accompanied the army.

PLAXS OF ACTION IN OCTOBER, 1861.
| Early in October, 1861, General McClel-

|

!
|
!

|
1

ing Missouri, and of advancing through Ken- lan addressed a letter to Secretary Cameron, |
tucky into Eastern Tennessee for the purpose | at the request of the President, in which he |

at once of assisting the Union men of that re-

gion and of wizing the railways leading from
the Mississippi to the East. ’

set {orth the then position of affairs, and the

| course open to the government and himself.
| In this letter he showed that the foree

l

The impo. tance of availing ourselves as far | under his orders was greatly inferior to that |
as possible of every case of water transporta- | asked for by him in August for the prosecu- |
tion, was strongly urged, as well as of naval | tion of a vigorous and successful invasion of |
diversions against the leading cities of the | the South. He urged the concentration of |

southern  coast.
points was shown to be muach enhanced by
the existence of the great railway system ot
the South, which would enable the enemy
to coneentrate rapidly upon interior lines; and
the inference was drawn that the operations
of the main army ouzht 1o be strictly con-
nected with all subsidiary operations wherever
undertaken,

One of the subsidiary operations th
Nebraska and Kansas into Western Texas,in
connection with a movement to the same end
from the Pacific through Arizona and New
Mexico, was specially designated for its im-
portance in & political as well as in a military
sense, and it was with far-reaching

ity that an intimate alliance with Mex-
ico might be effected which would materially

The importance of these | the national forves on Virginia for the purpose |

iﬂf “striking the rebellion at the heart.” He |

| showed that for the defence of Washington
| there would be required, according to Gens.
Barnard and Barry, of the

Eugineers and Artillery. ....o0ininnns 35,600

| For Baltimore and the Potomace. ....... 15,000

| For onerations agninst the enemy ... ... 150,000

| For Lower Potomae.......... e #®,000
Totl (fectives requived ... ......... 208,000

' The actual effeetive lll’(!l:lfl'l at hisdi

{he then showed to be, includi

i

held, 147,695, with 228 field guns—some
the batteries being raw and unfit for active

ing 200 guns
as neces-

T
orver and over agvin during the past thiee years,
only 1o be remewed at thie exziration of every few
mouths Now we are wid that five hundred

thousand are necessary to “make clesn work of |

the . business during the sommer.” Vet
two months ago Governor Mortox, referring to
the call for three handred thousand additionsl

in the mountsing which well the Great Sait Like
| Valley, will bring theusand« o seek it, and intro
duce anvther element—an srmy of gold digger-—
[ which will soou rout vot polygumy. Brigham

| Young bossts that there is more gold in sight of |

| Salt Lake City thay is now veed i the commerce
af the world  The “Geutiles" will go for it —
| [Detrolt Free Press

e — i —
Rapioanisn —We see that Senator Wilson, in

faeilitate the results of such a combined move-

ment.

To effect these General Me-
mmmmmnqnmum of
about No.MmtohwmdiﬁMoJ:
Main aree¥. .. ssvawmisinivisimes oo T3000
De enseol Washivgton. .. covuvves e 20,000

Western advince ( Kenturky being loval) 20
uﬂﬂ‘m.-...s..n.--u...... '
Baltimote and Foriress Mouroe 8,000

Totalososincciisaisitiniisinnesva. JS30000
With this force, acting under the control of
s S e

sasmamE s

While these itions were under con-
sideration, the tl'isuter of Ball's Bluff took
place. Of this Gen. McClellan states that
the movement of Gen. Stone was ordered
him as a demonstration which he thought it
ﬁasiblc ight induce the enemy to abandon

esburgﬂeing made, as it was, contempo-
raneously with reconnoissances in force toward
Drainesville under Gen. MeCall. Gen. Stone
having accomplished on the morning of Oc-
tober 20th, all that he was ed to ac-
complish, Gen. McCall was recalled from

Drainesville to his camp at v. The
fact that Gen. Stone’s troops were in action
on the Virginia side was phed to Gen.
McUlellan on the 21st, and, ing the

ground the next day, he learned the ex-
tent of the disaster which had followed from |
this movement, and by 4 A. M. of the 24th
had caused the whole command to recross the
Potomac in safety.

Appointed to the command of the Potomac
Army, all Gen. McClellan’s attempts to get
the army actively in the field in Virginia, had
been defeated through a variety of causes
enumerated by him. On the 1st of November,
be was appoiuted to the chief command of all
the forces of the Union, and at once began
active operations.

The theatre of the war had now extended
about the whole circumference of the South;
and it became necessary as well as practicable,
to plan a large and sweeping combination of
military eperations.

,An organization of New E d troo
for occupying the coast line of the South on |

the Middle Atlantic, and which had been |
suggested by Gen. McClellan in September,
1861, took shape in January, 1862, as an ex-
pedition under Gen. Barnside designed to
facilitate the movement of the main ﬁod}' in |
Eastern Virginia by an occupation of the |
coast line of North Carolina, Gen. Burnside |
being ordered when he should have seized
Newbern, to occupy and destroy the Weldod |
and Wilmington Railroad as far west as
Goldsboro, and, should circumstances favor, |
to push as far as Raleigh, Wilmington being,
however, his ultimate objective pomnt.  “Can-
tion about proclamation” was recommended,
the General being urged “to say as little as
possible about polities or the negro,” and to |
state merely *“that the true issue for which we |
are fighting. is the preservation of the Union !
and upholding the laws of the General Gov-|
ernment.”

At the same time, letters were sent to Gen. |
Halleck (appomted to the command of the
Department of the Missouri), to Gen. Buell |
(in command of the Department of the Ohio),
to Gen. Sherman (commanding in South Caro-
lina and Georgia), and to Gen. Butler (com-
manding the Department of the Gulf). Gen. |
Halleck was charged with the duty of"reduc-I
ing chaos to order” in a department which |
had been wonderfully mismanaged. In re-|
spect to military operations, he was ordered
to hold the Siate by fortified posts and concen-
trate his force on the Mississippi, in readiness
for ulterior operations. |

Gen. Buvill was instructed as to the vast |
importance of the military occupation of |
Eastern Kentucky and Tennessee. In Ken- |
tucky itself he was advised “the condact of
our political affairs is perhaps more important
than that of our military operations,” and he
was urged to bear in mind “that we shall most
readily suppress this rebellion and restore the |
authority of the government by igi |
respecting the constitutional rghts of all.”
In accordance “with the feelings and opinion
of the President” Gen. McClellan requested
Gen. Buell to assure “the people of Kentucky
that their domestic institutions will in no man-
ner be interfered with;” and “to allow noth-
ing but the dictates of wilitary necessity” to
cause him to “depart from the spirit of his in-
structions.”

In respect to Tennessee, Geir. Buell was or-
dered to throw the mass of his t “by
rapid marches, by Cumberland and Walker's
Gap, on Knoxville, in order to occupy the
railroad at that peint,” and “cut the commu-
nication between Eastern Virginia and the
Mississippi.”

Gen. Buell was further counseled to avoid
“widening the breach existing between us
and the rebels” by “causeless arrests and per-
secutions of individuals.” “I have alwayvs
found,” arlds Gen. McClellan, “that it is the
tendency of subordinates to make vexatious
arrests on mere suspicion.”

Gen. Sherman was advised that the favor- |
able moment for a coup de main against Sa-
vannah had been lost, and that the best course
before him would be “to isolate and reduce |
Fort Pulaski.” But the “redunetion of Charles- |
ton and its defenses” was held up as the

reat moral advantage to be sought for. and
this was stated to be an object for which Gen.
McClelian was actively maturing his combi-
nations. Gen. Bytler was instructed as to the
obstacles to be encountered in reducing New
Orleans, and was ordered, as soon as possible
after the fall of that city, 10 “seize all the a
proaches leading to it from the cast,” and
particularly “Jackson, in Mismissippi,” with
an ultimate view as well to the capture of
Mobile as to the opening of the Mississippi. |

The instructions thus issued (o the Generals
named comprehend the entire scope of the
plans of Gen. McClellan, of which plans the
movement of the Army of the Potomac
under his own orders was the ecentral fea-
ture. It was considered by him mnecessary
to the success of these plans that they
should be ecarried out simultaneously, or as
nearly so as possible, and the advance of
the Potomac army upon Richmond by the
Lower Rappah#nock was kept in hand by
him to be delivered as the decisive blow in

1
]

conjunction with all the rest of the genéral | troops

movement.
THE PRESIDENT ASSUMES COMMAXD.

On the 27th day of January, 1862, Presi-
dent Lincoln, without cousultation with Gen.
MeClellan, assumed commd of all the
armies prepared and preparing for these
eral movements. He issued on that day his
“War Order, No. 1,” preseribing that on the
22d of February, 1862, a
ment of all the land and naval forces of the
United States should be made against the in-

ral move-

On the 6th of February Gen. McClellan
received a nAte from the President, reasoning
with him on the choice he had made of a

Ll

ik

P¢ | McClellan, by which the situation was

on the alarming fact that the *“line from

were held; the base of the Lower Chesapeake |
was finally selected for the movement ngumt!
Richmon«{uducpwem taken to prepare |
the necessary transports, under the exclusive |
direction of the Secretary of War. |
The Navy t had been invited, |
as early as August 12, 1861, by Gen. Me-|
Clellan, to take steps for protecting the navi- |
ion of the Lower Potomac. Nothing had |

n done, however, and Gen. Barnard, |
Chief of Engi that it would be
“impossible” for the army to prevent the
crection by the enemy of batteries at “High |
Point and thence down to Chopawampsic.”
As the navy took mo to prevent the
erection of ries on the Virginia shore, |
nothing was left but to mapeuver so as to|
compel the enemy to evacuate. |
THE ADVANCE TO MANASSAS. |

After detailing the measures taken bf him |
to secure the reconstruction of the Baltimore
::;1 Ohio Blilt.l;.wdl; Gen. McClellan begins
history of the Peninsular campaign. On |

the 8th of March the President renewed his
objections to the C € movement, but

after a full conversation again withdrew them; |
and the plans of Gen. McClellan bemus laid
him the same day before a council of Di-

vision Generals, they were by the majority
approved. Still the complete secrecy neces-
sary to their success had now by the course of
the Executive becn sacrificed; and on the |
same 8th of March the President issued two

new orders, still without consulting General |
greatly
modifiecd. One of these constituted the army |

| into army corps; the other limited the army

of operations to fifty thousand men in the |
event of certain contingencies; made the
safety of Washington paramount to all other
considerations, fixed a date for the commence-
ment of operations, and ordered a combined |
land and naval assault on the Potomac batte-
ries, which it was Gen. McClellan's intention

| to turn by his strategic movement.

Gen, McClellan was thus at the outset
made responsible for a great movement, all |

{ the essential points of which he was forbidden

to control, and the President deliberately took
upon himself the moral responsibility of ali
the disasiers which were to follow.

The appearance of the Merrimac modified
the Peninsular campaign in the respect that it
made the York and oot the James River the

line of the army’s communications with Fort-
i ress Monroe: but the evacuation of Manassas

b'\‘ the enemy, which followed the publicity
given to Gen. McClellan’s plans proved the
accuracy of his stragetic caleulations, and pre-

| pared the way for the full success of his plan |

of operations.

L]

With the bope of barrassing their rear, and |

the certainty of emploving the troops usefully
in the interval before their embarkation for

the Peninsula, Gen. MeClellan ordered an ad-
vance upon Manassas as soon as he learned
that the enemy were moving. This advance
began on the 9th of March.

At that time the force ot the enemy, as re-
ported by the chief of the secret service corps,
-was as follows:

At Mapassas anl vicinity. ..... ........ 50000
At Lower Decoquan and civinity........ I8 000
Lee-burg ........ e va s E R 4,500
Shevandoah Vailey., ...c. covvvnnnan. 13,000
115,000 |

With about 300 field guns and 30 siege

ns.

A striking accountis given by Gen.McClel- |
lan of the strength of the Contederate field- |
works at Manassas and in the vicinity—a |
strength which “civilians” cannot well appre- |
ciate, but of the importance of which the his- |
tory of war gives every competent military |
man a full sense.

While at Fairfax Conrt House, three days |
after the advance had begun, Gen. McClellan
was informed by a telegram from one of his |
stafl’ that an order had been published in the
newspapers of that day, signed by the Pres-
dent and relieving him (Gen. McClellan) of |
the command n chief of the Army of the |
United States :

By this ord r, the plans of a campaign be-

m and intended to be executed in conform- |
ity with a general scheme of operations, were |
eminently interfered with at their very incep-
tion.

Gen. MeClellan, though unintormed of this
most important step till it was taken, at once
wrote to the President, reiterating what he
had said before, that “no feeling ot self~
interest or ambition should ever preveut
him from devoting himself to the service.™ |

March 13, a council of generals command-
ing army corps decided in favor of the Penin-
sular campaygn. The President, renewing
his entreaties that Washington might be kept
perfectly safe, gave his assent to this move-
ment, and Gen. McClellan details at length
the history of the steps by which it was finally
carried out.

THE MOVEMESNT TO THE PENINSULA. |

Just before the expedition moved, the Pre-
sident met Gen. MeClellan and  informed
him that he had been strongly pressed to
separate Blenker's division from his army and
give it 10. General Fremont, but that he was |
opposed 1o doing so, and would not doso. A |

few days afterward, Blenker's division was or- |
dered to join General Frewont, and General

McClelian was thus deprived of 10,000 of the

troops upon which he had counted. The |
President, however, asared him that no po-

litical pressure should again induce him to

deprive the Army of the Potomac of any
more of its force. ;

Ou the 12t of April Gen. McClellan, then |
on his way to Fortress Monroe, estimated the
left to hold Washington, Manassas, and
the Lower Potomac, with the Shenandoah |
Valley, at 73,456 men, with 100 light guns, a |
larger force than had held the same region |
during the eventful and perilous months of |
July, A t and September, 1861. Gea.[
Barry, Clief of Artillery,states that at Wash-

gen-| ington there were left 52 fickd pieces, with |

men, horses and equipments.
The testimony of Gen. Hitcheock, who re-
to the President on the 2d of April |
that the foree left for the defence of“'u!l-i
ington was inadequate, is adduced to show,in |
lus own woreds, that it was clear that the ene-

!
t

by | my “had no intention of reoccupying Manas- |
sas Junction, and that, therefore, no large

force would be required (o hold that position.” |
The President, however. on the 9th of|

April, telegra to Gen. McClellan at For- |
tress Honmp.l:z] fears for the eapital, based |

Richmond to Manassas Junction was entirely
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Officer Goldsborough was unable to do more
than watch the Mernmac and her consorts in
the James River. It conscquentdy became
vecessary to remodel the campaign, and Gen.
McClellan details at ::::511- the causes which
again and again ocen to produce the -n:d
effect—diso aizinﬁplm.sonmlrnngcd
nect'!uilatin;g.the a nt of jocts
already in proces of accowplishment. A
letter from Gen. Keyes to Senator Harnis, of
New York, is hiere given, which fully explains
the operation of the most fatal of these causes
in the sudden withdrawal by the President
from the expedition of the 1st Army
under Gen. McDowell, scarcely a week after
his Excellency had promised that no such
ste sl;onld. m:lan_v aceount, be taken.
n the same letter the opinion is emphatic-
ally expressed as that ot':ﬁ competent judges
that the lines of the Fnemy at Yorktown were
too strong to be carried by assault in the face
of the force which could be there assembled
by Gen. Johnstou.

The President, however, April 6, had ad-
vised Gen. McClellan to “break the enemy's
line te Warwick River at once.”

This advice was followed a few days after-
ward by a letter in which the President urged
“action” upon Gen. McClellan as necessary to
his (the General's) popalarity, i ivel
of any military reasons for or nst. To
this Gen. McClellan replied that he could not
possibly be influenced in regard to his duty
as a commander by such considerations.

At this (t.;nnc “whole force under the
orders of Gen. McClellan for ons on
the PenidSula amounted to Sb.m‘rea
the command of Gen. Wool being detached
and independent.

By the report of Gen. Barnard it is shown
that the approaches to Yorktown were “swept
by forty-nine guns, vearly all of which were
heavy, but many of them the most formidable
guns known, besides that two-thirds of the
water batteries and all the guns of Glovcester
bore on our right batteries though under dis-
advantageous circumstance. Iine of the
cnemy’s works,” added Gen. Barmmard, *“is
certainly one of the most extensive known 1o
modern times” If we could take Yorktown,
or drive the ency out of that place, the en-
emy’s line would be no longer temable. It
was deemed too hazardous to attempt the re-
duction of the place by assault”

The details of the siege of Yorktown are
given in the reports and journals of Brigadier
General Barnand, Baigadier General Barry,
and Brigadier General Fitz Jobn Porter.

Early in the morning of May 4, information
was received that the enemy was abandoning
his works, and General McClellan at once
ordered his whole available cavalry force,
with four batteries of horse artillery under
Gen. Stoneman, into pursuit by the Williams-
burg road, Gens. Hemtzelman, Hooker and
Smith being moved forward to support Stone-
man. These were afterwards followed up by
the divisions of Kearney, Couch and Casey.
General Sumner, second in command of the
army, was then sent to the front to take
charge of the operations.

About two miles east of Williamsburg, Gen.
Stoneman came upon the enemy’s I‘OIA. foar
miles in extent, nearly threefourths of their
front being covered by the tributaries of
Queen’s Creek and College Creck. The main
works were a large fortification called Fort
Magruder and twelve other redoubts and
epaulements for field guns. The woods in the
fort were felled, and the open ground dotted
with rifle pits. From this position the enem;
opened fire upon Gen. Stoneman as his .J:
vance guard debouched trom the woods. Gen.
Stoneman, having no infantry, was forced to
retire, but held the enemy in check with great
eredit to his troops, until the arrival of Gen.
Summner, with part of General Smith’s di-
vision, at hali-past 5 P. M. The eross move-
ment of this division. made necessary by the
unpassable character of the road on winch it
had been moving, had delayed the movement
of Gen. Hooker's column between three and
four bours; but Heintzelman and Keyes
reached Sumner during the afternoon. Early
in the morning of the 5th Hooker came up.
The weather was cx«'mlinfl_\‘ bad during the

day of the 5th, and the condition of the ground
grew hourly worre.

Gen. Hooker began the attack on the en-
emy's works at 7§ o'clock in the morning of
the 6th, and for a time silenced Fort Magrn-
der Baut the enemy being heavily reinforced
attacked in hic turn.  Hooker lost seriously
in men, five of his guns were taken, and be-
tween 3 and 4 P. M., when his ammunition
wagon was giving out and his men with it,
Gen. Kearney came ap, after pushing with
immense energy through the deep mud and
dense forest. Ifcamo_\ drove the ememy back
and saved Hooker. About 1 P. M.of the 7th
Gen. McClel'an, who had remained at York-
town to wove forward the whole army, re-
ceived information for the first time that a se-
rious conflict was going on in front of Wil-
liam:burg, and that the situation of affairs
was not wholly favorable. Tle at once pushed
forward to the front, about fourteen miles,
through a most diffienlt country, obstructed
by troops and foragers. He réuached the front
about half-past 4 P. M.. and took a rapid sur-
vey of the field. He learned that there was
no direct communication between the center
and the left under Heintzelman, and, bctrinF
heavy firing in the direction of Hancock's
command, he moved the ecenter forward, at-
tempted to open communication with Heintz-
elmar, and sent Smith and to the
port of Hancock. Before Gene
reached Hancock, however, the latter Gen-
eral, finding himself confronted by a
superior force, had feigned a retreat, await-
ed their onset, and then, turning upon them
fiercely, had driven back the :iae force at
the point of the bayonet, routing them terri-
bly with a total loss 1o them of between five
and six hundred men, himself losing but fifty-
onc. For his course at this m‘&u
cock received from Gen. McClellan the hi
gt r;liac, his engage_me::f xeving.ém !

eral army s decisive
CtheSed o

The total loss of the army is set down st
2,228 men.

The troops were so much exhausted by the
marches and conflict which resulted in the
victory of Williamsburg, as to render an im-
mediate pursuit of the enemy impossible in
the then condition of the country.

On the 9th, also, Gen. Franklin’s divison,

ae

On the 15th and 16th, Franklin, Smith,
and Porter reached White House, five miles




