
OUTDOOR AMUSEMENTS.

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE LOVERS OF
FIELD SPORTS.

fin this department, as the head indicates, we pro-
pose to make record of current sporting events.
Communications to the paper coucernin . such
matters should be addressed to the

"
Outdoor

Amusement Department *'] . :

CAtr Cu_.T_r.E. —
Levi Davis, Forest-

ville,Sonoma county, the carp culturist,
sends the ___. ; d-Unios another interest-
ing letter : Since last writing to you *I
have had about forty letters ol inquiry to
answer, and Inow propose to answer the
most |! iii,"nt ones through your col-
umns. First question :

"
How do you

build your ponds,?" Answer :My ponds
are on a narrow- spring branch, and Imale
them by placing two stringers across as far
•part as 1 want my dam thick, boarding it
up, -and then excavate from where 1 want
my pond, and filling in between the
two as: high as Iwant my dams. Be-
fore filling Iplace a sluice-box at

'the bottom through the dam, with a
a flood)ate at the upper < ml.so Ican draw
allthe water out of the pond, and when
the dam is high enough Iiluce another box
across the top to carry oil" all the surplus
or waste water. The upper end of this box
Ikeep well screened, so that no fish can
Bet oat. If the situation required a long
dam, Iwould row up a levee with the
aforesaid boxes. A good breeding pond
wants tobe about four feet deep in the
deepest place, with a considerable portion

'only from six inches to a foot deep, and
that covered with grass and water-weeds.
But for older fish the ponds might be six
or eight feet deep.

Second question
—

Will they do in dif- j
ferent temperatures of water .

"
Answer—

Iwillrefer you to the United States Fish
Commissioner's report, page 877: "There
is no other fish which will with proper
management be as advantageous as the j
carp. Its frugality in regard to its food;
its easy adaptability to all waters, in riv-
ers, in lakes and inponds, and even in

-
lit

water estuaries *. its regular, rapid growth, ;
and its value- as a pond fish, tire its best
recommendations." 1 think this is enough.

Thirdquestion —
'-What is your price for

carp
"

Answer
—

good breeders, C fish
for $12; 12 for $20 :25 for $37 50 ;50 for
$50 ;100 for .80. For young fish, 25 for
$12 50 ;50 for .20 ;100 for$30 :1,000 for
-250.

Fourth question—" What am} how do
you feed your fish?" Answer—lwill
quote again* from the United States Fish
Commissioner's report, page Si_s : The
carp likes, above everything else, vegetable
matter, such as boiled cabbage, lettuce,
corn, turnips, pumpkins, melons, etc. The
refuse of malt from breweries and distil-
leries is also very good food for carp, ami
whenever such refuse can be had it should
be given to the fish." Igenerally feed my
young fish with the scraps from the
kitchen, or bread baked of middlings.
The curd of sour milkis splendid.. Chopped
feed of any kind, and in fact anything in
the vegetable line that a hog will eat, is
good, thrown in promiscuously. Imight
continue at greater length, "but 1 fear this
is rather long now. The whole subject is
interesting to me, and especially when it
comes t.i the eating art, then Ican hardly
quit as long as there $re any fishin sight.

Racehorse Supply. —In the course of
an article reviewing the past racing season,
B. G. Bruce writes as follows concern-
ing the future supply ofrace-horses :"We
do not believe there is any speculation that
would pay better than the formation of an
importing company to send to Ens-land
and import a number of brood-mares, colts
and a few high-class stallions. Thorough-
breds are very low in England, and brood-
mares, with colts at their side, and in foal
again to a good sire, could be purchase i at
such prices as would pay a handsome divi-
dend and improve the stock of the coun-
try. Withthe increased mm. hen.:' courses
for Ism), the demand for race-horses will
far exceed the supply, and without an im-
portation we cannot sec how the deficiency
is going to be made up. We didnot breed ;

in 1878 more than_6oo thoroughbreds, and ;

we doubt if l*-7!» did exceed it. There
will be fully 800 to 1,000 horses trained
west of the Alleghaniea, ami nearly as
many east of the Aileghanies. The pro- '
grammes arc being so ranged that there \
willbe a demand for any kind of a horse
that can gallop, and we expect to see
prices, from the scarcity of horses, to be
high. There is nothing that willpay so
handsomely for the next ten years as to
breed thoroughbreds, and farmers should
provide themselves with a few brood-
mares, if they know their own interest.''

—
[New York Sportsman.

Mors White Deer.
—

The San Diego
Xeics says :Only a short time ago we de-
scribed the skin of a white deer brought
into this place which was killed in Fine
mountain, and now we have the following
froma Virginia paper at Richmond :Itis
well known that white deer have been
killedin Dinwiddle county for two years
past. The first seen was considered a
freak of nature, but this year a number
have been seen. Last season One was
killedon the land of l. J. Cabanis. Re-
cently another was shot by Samuel Jeffer-
son. The shot put out the deer's eyes,
hurting him but' little otherwise. Mr.
Jefferson, in his efforts to secure him, i

mounted him as he woulda colt, but the
deer threw him off with great violence,
and he had to shoot him again to secure
him. The skin, with hair on it white as
snow, has been dressed, and is preserved
as a memento of a rare species of the deer
genus. Can sportsmen and naturalists
tellus if this white species is found else-
where ?

. Another Ignoramus. —
Another shoot-

ing accident and an inexcusable one. A
sportsman (?) hunting last Sunday near
Oakland sees the eyes of a wildcat in the
bushes, tires and shoots a childand a young
lady. Now this thing is altogether too
frequent. The true sportsman willmake
no such blunders. He does not shoot at
eyes without other indications of game. A
littlewholesome punishment would make
these ignoramuses more careful. This blaz-
ing away at eyes and dark forms which can
be seen sufficiently clear to draw a bead
on, is inour opinion unpardonable, when
the formis that of a human being. Men
who cannot tilla wildcat's eyes from those j
ofa blue-eyed baby (as in the Oakland case),
ought to be prohibited by law from hand- !
ling a gun or going into the woods alone. j
They are careless Killers of human beings j
and ought to be punished lor manslaughter—

art the least.
The Sports oi main Lads.

—
Some

boys were playing "follow the leader'
along the flume a couple of miles beyond
Town Talk recently. '1he foot-board was
icy, and several times some of the party
narrowly escaped fallingoff the thread-like
structure. Finally, one of them named
Wilkins, who possessed more hardihood :
than the rest, endeavored to run at the top
of his speed over a chasm where the walk
was about 35 feet above the ground. As
he reached a point midway, he slipped and
went whirling over in the abyss below.
The snow happened to be quite deep there
and he sank into it nearly out of sight.
His playmates thought at first .he was

surely killed,but a moment after he clam-
bered'out and

"
dared" them to equal his

performance. He was not hurt beyond re-

ceiviuo- a few slight scratches from the
crust of the snow.—[Nevada Transcript.

Fallen Through.— Owing to the lack
of representation and want of co-operation
of the more influential clubs, the proposed
National Yacht Racing Association has
fallen through. This was to have been
foreseen, as the composition of the commit-
tee having the preliminary arrangements in
charge was in some respects not such as to

meet with approval.
—

[Forest and. Stream.
Blackbirds.— Utah sportsmen propose

to use blackbirds instead of pigeons in
future matches. Good idea.

Large BOCK Captured.— A very large
buck recently jumped down off a bank j

J into the claim where Pullen & Kennedy
were mining at Hamburg Bar, near the
mouth of Scott river, the buck not seeing
the m nf-rs there when he jumped. The
buck fell on striking the ground, when

IPullen immediately seized both hind legs,
grasping the ham-strings, so that he could
not move, while Kennedy made a dash at
the same time for the buck's head, and cut
his throat with a knife. The success in
killingthe buck was due to the hold gained
by Pullen, and the capture of such a large
buck in the manner stated is considered a
great* feat in the way of activity, as the
least delay to let the buck recover from
his fall would have foiled the effort.

—
[Yreka Journal.

Aconite inDistemper.
—

Let ie say a
word for aconite in distemper. Mysetter

!pup, 8 months old, was drowsy, had run-
ning at the nose and eyes, had cough aud
vomited ; would eat only at times, then

. ravenously ;very affectionate ;seemed to'
know that Ipitied him. .Ihad read of ac-

\ onite for distemper in your paper, and pre-
served the article for future need. Ihad

j a druggist put a bottle of four ounces of
;water and four drops of aconite. (Cost me

fivecents for bottle.) Commenced at noon
givinga teaspoohf olevery half hour, and
before night the cough had stopped. Next
day my wife gave the same, except that
she forgot itthree or four times during the
day. The third day the puppy seemed as

wellas ever, and Ias not shown any symp-
toms since.— [J. H.P.., inChicago Field.

HuNTI-ii;.
—

The hunting fever seems to
have abated ;or maybe itis because every

-
| body is so busily engaged iv other pursuits
| that they can't find time to indulge in field

sports. It cannot I.c because came is

J scarce, as we learn it is quite plentiful;
\ so much so in the open districts that we !
have heard some farmers complain that I
geese were causing damage to grain, which
ihas just begun to sprout. In some locali-
ties "geese-herders" are employed to

jkeep the fowloff the grain. Some of our
!sportsmen, who are net able to capture
game, ought to secure such a position anil
try their hand at frightening it away ;but
then the geese would soon learn not to
fear them.

—[Woodland Democrat.
Caution.

—
Four and five dollar guns are

freely advertised. Good sense ought to
guide every one inthis matter ;but there
are some who willbuy these suicidal weap-
ons. They are utterly unreliable, arc ex-
tremely dangerous, or else are old models ]
for which ii" ammunition can lie found, j
Beware of cheap guns. Buy of a reputable
dealer and demand a guarantee. Sacra- \

mento dealers can supply reliable guns of
any desired worthy quality. Don't waste
money on the pot-metal things advertised \
to be forwarded from the East for a mere j
song.

Exterminate the Pests.
—

For the ben-
j efit of hunters itis stated that a reward of

.•Jo apiece is off-red for coyote scalps and .1'
apiece for wild-cat scalps. Add the **2of-

: fered by the county, and a pretty good
| price is gained by the trapper lor his
; trouble. We know already of quite a
;number who intend togo to work, and no
doubt a large number will follow in their
tracks. The sheep men are troubled to a
considerable extent with the inroads of

;coyotes and wild-cats, and were compelled
! to adopt the course described to protect

their property.— Bluff Sentinel.
DOMESTICA*_T_rG. —A.J. Smith, of Men-

docino City, has a lot of mountain quail
which he is domesticating, and rightpietty

Ilittlefellows they ale. He has them in a
!large roomy cage, and occasionally shifts
;one toanother room so as to have the lonely
.one to call to his mates and hear their an-

swering notes. Smith's pets bid fair to
adapt themselves to their new home, aod go
on prospering aud happy.

Amend the Rule by AllMeans.
—

A
great many breeders are in favor of amend-
ing the rules of the National Trotting As-
sociation so as to permit horse*, young
ones especially, to show their speed at
county lairs for nominal purses, without
obtaining a bar record. Almost every
owner has a desire to help along the local

:fair, but he does not care to do it at the
expense of his property.

After 'em.
—

Those chaps who trap quail
iin this county had better look out, as they
may soon be playing checkers with their'
nose behind the prison bars unless they

1 Lave an abundance of coin to pay the tine
, imposed by law. Such **.hole.ale destroyers

\u25a0 of game ought to be informed on, in order
!that such unlawful practices be stopped. —
j[Y'reka Union.

First Thoroughbred Foal of ISSO.
—

!The Brookdale stud, Monmouth county, N.
J., property of D. D. Withers, has the
honor to report the firstthoroughbred foal

Ithis year. On the "th inst. a bay fillywas
dropped by imp. Macaroon, dam imp. Fa-, verriale, by The Palmer, out of Georgiana,
by Touchstone.

Use of Tar.
—Seth Green, the experi-

enced fish culturist, says he has always
!used tar, thinned by one-third of turpen-. tine, and put on hot with a brush, for the
:outside and sieving of his shad-hatching
j and all other hatching boxes.

Oyster PlahtlKQ in Washington Ter-
ritory,

—
The Olympia Transcript says :

I
"

The Steilacoomitts are planting large
Ibeds of oysters

—
one just above that town

: illhave 2,000 bushels, and another is to
be planted near Fox Island."

YAcnT.
—A new schooner yacht -for the

use of the members of the Pacific Yacht
Club during the coming season is nearly
completed at South San Francisco. She is
a littlelarger than the Uhispa.

Prohibit Them.
— The New York au-

thorities propose to prohibit female walk-
ing matches. It is time. Such exhibi-
tions are disgusting, and ought to be
utterly stamped out.

Coursing.
—

The spring meet of the Pa-
cific Coast Coursing Club will take place
at either Merced or Modesto the last week
in February.

Pigeon Shoot.
—

Preparations are on foot
for a grand wing match at San Francisco,
with some .1,500 in prizes.

Base Ball.—"The only Nolan" is to
return to California in March and bring a
catcher named Kelly.

Satisfied.
—

Just before sundown the
other evening a youn^* farmer came in on
the Grand riverroad withhorse and buggy,
and meeting a policeman near Twenti-
eth street, asked him to drink. The officer
explained that it could not be done, and

! the farmer confined : "Allright, no harm
| done. The harvest is over, the crops are
!safe, and I've come to town to get drunk
jand lick a man

'"
About two hours later

a horse and buggy obstructed the car track
;near Twelfth street, aud when the con-
ductor got down he found the young
farmer lyinground loose inthe bottom of
the boggy, feet and hands sprawled every

which way. His face was so badly pounded
up that it was first thought that he was
dead, but after being lifted out and
straightened around he opened his eyes
and called out: "The harvest is over,
:the crops are safe, and I've licked a man
all Iwant to for fiftyyears to come 1

"—
[Detroit Free Press,__ ....

Converting a Heathen.
—

Mirambo is
a Central African chief whom the mission-
aries are trying towin over toChristianity.
Oneof them writes :

"
1 gave two muskets,'

two pound tins of powder, two boxes of
caps, my own camp chair, one woolen
blanket, five colored cloths, and ten rupees,
and UI 10s. in gold, which he asked for
specially. He sent for two head men, and
told them to tell me that he loved me very
much ;but now he saw that Idid not love
him, or Iwould not have kept the good
guns to myself and give him the poor• things. He said he was not a pagazi to

Iuse such guns. Isent back to him that
:we didnut measure a man's love by what
he gave. But the chief did not see it,
ami nothing would please him tillIhad
given him my own good rifle."—.—__.

_\u25a0.
Aneld farmer, whose zeal at grace was

hardly sufficient to repress his appetite,
used to end his prayer in the following tin-

punctuated mariner :"Andbless us allfor
'\u25a0 Christ's sake Joe pass the potatoes 1"

THE QUIET HOUR.

TEE "TAKGLER'S" PARADISE OF CHA-
RADES, ENIGMAS, ETC.

[Contributions to this department should be ad-
dressed "l_ci_. Hour," H.'-nR.- _xio>". Write
upon but one side oi the sheet. Accompany all
contributions with the answers, the true name,
and postoftiee address. The object nf the depart-
ment being to cultivate wit, encourage patient
inquiry, and afford compensating mental recrea-
tion, contributors will receive the advice and
assistance of the department, and are privileged
to engage incourteous criticism of the productions
published.]

'\u25a0'\u25a0 •-.'•.' ' - -
:

Answers to January loth. ;
51G.

"
Hedged In,"Phelps; "FoulPlay,"

Reade; "Peculiar," Sargent; "The Early
Dawn," Schoiiberg Cotta; "The Talisman,"
Scott; "The de-cent," Willis; "The
Monastery," Scott ;

"
Little Foxes," Stowe ;

"My Wife aud I,'' Stowe; "The Twins,"
Topper.

517. RHUS
HERE
UREA
SEA M

518. Courtship.... sl9. Bright, dight, fight,
light, might, night, right, sight, tight, wight.

520. Penmanship. .. 521. Bahia. altar,
Cenei, Clara, humid, union, Seine (initial*
and finals spell Bacchus and Ariadne.)....
522. Convey, cognate, 10ne1y. ...623. Mite,
item, teem, Emma.

524. 8
E EL •!--'.

SEV E R
LEA

X
525 (I). D

SIP
SPARE

DIAMOND
-PROUD

END
D

(2) T
LIE

TIDAL
I,Ii;E R A L

TIDEWATER
EARACHE

LATHE*
LEE

R
520. Ladies ab. lib., no duties on matches.
premiums on children . . .527. China, Asia,
Turkey, France, Italy 528. Goodrich,
Peut-temon, asundered, poverty.

Correct Solution^ and Answers to Corre-
spondents.

Amy—s42, 541, 540, 538. This correspond-
ent is visiting at Santa Cruz, and writes:
"The Record- Union reached me through
the kindness of a friend. Iwould like to
solve more of the puzzles, but want to send
my letter to-night. Santa Cruz is delightful

in summer, and in winter charming. As yet,
the desire of rtyheart to see old Ocean in all
its fury has not been gratified.".... Amethyst
writes:

"
Will the Quiet Hour do Amethyst

the kindness to send the inclosed note to Hat-
tie Heath? Isend a lot of puzzles and
things ;they are all original, And Ihupe F.
M. S. won't accuse me of stealing any of
them. Please say to H. E. -P. that I
hope she is better by this time,
and will come among us again."....
Amethyst answers 501, 502, 504, 505, 507,
508, 501. 511, 512, 514, 515, 516 (inpart), 519,
522, 523, 524, 525, 526, 527, 528 (in part)....
Gus—sls, 519.... H.S.—520.... L.—
No, sir, 507 .. .Star-gazer

—
Send it 0n...

B. B. H.—504, very good F. M. S.—
540, 541. 542, 543 (X.i;but it is a good an-
swer), 534, 530.535.537 Hattie Heath—
519, 520, 521, 522, 523, 524 (nearly), 5*5,.520
[nearly), 517 (no), 518 (no), 527, 528, 529, 531
(nearly), 539, 540. 5-11, 542, 543, 532, 533, 534,
535, 530, *537, 538 Hattie Heath says :"

Please say to Trinity: ....,-
--"If ii,v home were a pen. Ishould not love it.
ri.c lotof a vassal no man would covet.
Some authors pen tangles oldand new.
We d .patch when we ship, and we man a ship, too.

"Ihave half a mind to criticise Soltaire's
Charade 509;but as Ionly answered part of
it (Palindrome), and received no credit for
that, Iwillsay nothing about it

—
only that I

thought of castles and of Ayr as the birth-
place of Burns, but was not cute enough to
put the whole together, as there was nothing
to indicate the word

"
the," and insumming

it up he , did not make the two sentences
clear."

New Tangles.

544. Enigma, by Amy:.
Mv whole is 11 word of four syllables. My first is

a part of ray third, My fourth is used in addressing
my third. rut all four into mv second ._d you
have one skilled in magic.

545. Charade, for Crooks, by Amethyst :
Ifsecond first we hear my lust,
We shudder at the fearful blast :

\u25a0 If second first we hear my whole,
Itsends delight to every soul.

546. Double Diamond, by Amethyst :
Read across :InSibyl;something wet ;aheathen;

to free;contested ;a father ;in .Maybell.
Head down :In my wife and 1;by thee ;arelish ;

clear ;laid with stone ; a boy's nickname ;inHose.

547. Square Words (5 letters), by Trinity:
(I). Anonion; incensed ;tocudgel; aromatic prin-

ciple; braids.
(_). Progressive half-square word :A letter ;an

abbreviation of a State; a fish;an animal ;a Chi-
nese vessel like a junk ;to absolve.

(_). Receding half square word:A Inst horse ;a
lost cow ;a waiter;perception ;ever ;a letter.

548. Charade, by F.M.S. :
lam a pupil, conning o'er and o'er
The laden lessons »f school-book lore ;
Whenever 1 fail inthe task assigned,
I'mkept quite late, in school-room confined.
Again,Ihave arrived at man's estate ;.In po_lu.fi tbe vote Ian interest take :
For doubling this interest, mostly enmask,
I'mkept injail,not in at my task.
Again, Iwas once a simple machine
1"look inmv face was t' read what 1mean ;
1 now wear a veil—a very hard ens- ;
Even loose but my tongue, I'll beat time and

STAGS, a
• Again, I'm a dangerous weapon indeed ;
The dancer's increased by quick, rapid feed;
Yet, fed too much, orby moisels too large,
Iblow up myself and the person in charge.

Mylast, when reversed, is withfirst the same ;
Mymiddle isa delicate man

-
(Just where a coquette would delicate be);
You've got me—l'm moss from swamps set free.

549. From Rose. Letter and Charade :
San Rafael, Pal., January 12, 1880.

-
Dear Quie*i Hour: Iinclose a charade

which would slip into my mind even when on
a visit to my old home. San Rafael is a
lovely littletown, nestling among the hills of
Marin county, which are even now putting on
their spring garments of tender green. Itis
a relief to my eyes to "lift"them "up into
the hills." Yours, etc., Rose.

When winter comes with storm and cold.
The Church, each year, a day still keeps

To my first, a saintly man of old,
Who with the holy martyrs sleeps.

Of mynext, historians tell.. How he, the talented and brave,
Once through a false mbition fell,

And filled at last a traitor's grave.

My *ast aname that's handed down
By soldier, priest and Scottish clan ;

By ita California pine is known.
And seaport town in Isle of Man.

My whole by perseverance climbed
To high positions in the land, , .

And on the pages of is time
Ins.; a record grand.

550. Hidden Books, by flattie Heath :
1. Ajhouse all the world has heard of. 2. Com-

panions not always prized. It. Amodest flower. 4.
Whit allwould like. 5 Froth and foam. 6.Home-
sick. 7. Substantial people. _. Acomfortable place
in cold weather.

551. Conundrum, by Sol Taire :
Why is one who appears at rest, though really un-

comfortable, like a kind of goat '.'

552. Hidden States and Territories, by
May :

Ella isillinno island cottage, but is at home with
her ma in East stun. Ida, hold my hat while I
carry the washing to Nelly. Dick wants you to tell
Louis Ianalyzed the soil, and an Indian amazed him
by asking hun if he had made a "riz

"
on amber.

Stewed Pigeons.
—

Truss and season the
pigeons with pepper and salt, and, havim*
stuffed them witha mixture of their own
livers, shred with beef suet, bread-crumbs,
parsley, marjoram, and two eggs ; sew
them up at both ends, and put them into
the jug, breast down, with half a pound of
butter ;cover up the jug so that the steam

cannot get out ;then set them in a pot of
water to stew. They will take two hours
and more in doing, and they must boilall
the time. When stewed enough take them
|out of the gravy ; skim off the fat, put in a
spoonful of cream, a little lemon-peel, an
anchovy shred, and a fewmushrooms ;add

(a littlewhite wine to the gravy, and, hav-
ing thickened it with butter and flour, and
dished up the pigeons, pour the sauce over
them. Garnish with sliced lemons.

-..
Question

—Why are there not so many
bad characters in a country town as there
are in a large city ? Answer

—
Because itis

a smaller place.

THE HOUSEHOLD.
HOME ADORNMENT ANDDOMESTIC ECON-

OMY—ALLAUOUN-i THE HOUSE.

[Correspondents of this department willnot be lim-
ited in their epistles, but eon ___-_\u25a0 is prefer-
able, and but one side of a page must be written
upon. Questions pertinent to this department
will he- answered iiithis column.]

« Answer to Correspondsiits.
Hard Soap.

—
you give me a receipt

for making hard soap ?
_______

L.
Answer.

—
Take C pounds unslacked

lime, 6 pounds sal-soda, 5 gallons soft wa-
ter; when dissolved

-
and settled pour off,

and add 6 pounds of fat and boil until
thick, and pour into a tub that water has
stood in;when cold cut, and put where it
can dry. Itis first-class soap. Another—
To 4 pails of soft soap add 4 quarts of salt
and half pound of resin ;boil two hours ;
let stand tillcold ;pour off the .fluid and
add 1quart more salt and boil1 hour, and
do as above. One pound sal-soda added to
this makes itbetter, anil the lye that

-
pa-

rates, when itis cold, is splendid for clean-
ing floors. \u0084

. :\u25a0

Wash Mixture.
—Will you please

publish Tin the Household a receipt for
washing mixture'

-
.Jane C. H.

Ainarcr. —Borax, 1 ounce ;bar soap, 1
pound ;water, 1 quart; heat slowly, not
boil, till all is mixed. Soak the clothes
awhile in cold or tepid water ;then rub
this soap on the soiled parts, using a pint

or more, according to the size of washing.
In the. morning put the suds and clothes in
the boiler on top of the stove, pushing
them up and down as you get breakfast,
then take them into the tub withsome of
the suds, cooling it,if need be, and rub
out, putting, meanwhile, the more soiled
garments into the boiler. When all are
rubbed through this suds, empty the boiler
onto socks or what not that have been
soaked in cold water, and fillit up with
clear water, and put the clothes in ami stir
tillscalding hoi In cold winter weather
they will only need one good rinsing in
water a littleblue. Washing can be made
the same way with soft soap.

Silk.—Dear Household : So much has
recently been said about spurious silk
being sold, can you tell us how to detect
it,or rather how to tell the quality of good
silk. E. aud S.

Answer.
—

Take ten fibers of the filling\
in any silk, and ifon breaking they show |
a feathery, dry and lack-luster condition, j
discoloring the fingers in , handling, you

'

may at once he sure of the presence of |
dye and artificial weighting. <Sr take a j
small portion of libera between the thumb
and forefinger and gently roll them over i
and over, and you will readily detect in j
the one the gum, mineral, soap and other j
ingredients, and the absence of them in
the other. A simple but effective test of
purity is to burn a small quantity of the |
fibers ;pure silk willinstantly crisp, leav- i
ing only a pure charcoal ;heavily-dyed j
silk will smolder, leaving a yellow, greasy
ash. If, on the contrary, you break the
ten strands, and they are of a natural lus-
ter and brilliancy, and fail to discolor the
fingers at the point of contact, you may be j
wellassured that you have a pure silk, that ;
is honest in its make, durable in its wear. !

Skeleton Leaves. -Will the Household
give some simple directions for preparing
skeleton leaves, and much oblige

Old Friends.
Answer.

—
The following is from a good

Eastern authority :Much care is required
to select the leaves when they are just in
the fit condition to macerate. If too soft
and delicate the maceration will reduce
them to a pulpy mass ;if too old and hard
they resist the process. When the young
leaves, as a general rule, have just har-
dened, their venation appears to be the
best time, although some, and especially
ferns, can be done at all times. Leaves
containing similar chemical constituent,
require to be done together, and not to be
mixed with other leaves. For instance,
the leaves of the oak. chestnut, birch, wal-
nut and hickory contain so much tannin
that, ifmixed with other leave-, they will
almost entirely prevent decomposition, act-
ing, indeed, as a preservative. The leaves
must be carefully examined, to see that
they are not injured by the attacks of in-
sects

—iv short, none but perfect leaves
should be used. From the middle of
June until the middle of July the
leaves of elms, magnolias, poplars,
sycamores, deutzias, pears and maples
may be selected to commence with, as they
are the first to become fit for maceration ;
none but the firmest leaves should be taken.
The leaves are to be placed in open earth-
enware or glass vessels, covered with soft
water, and placed ina warm, sunny situa-
tion. In about two weeks they should bo
examined, by taking out a few leaves and
placing them in a basin of clean warm
water; then, immersing the hand in the
water, take a leaf between the thumb and
finger, and rub the leaf gently, but firmly,
and if the leaf issufficiently macerated the
loose cellular matter will part freely from
the net-work, which will be exposed to
view. Those that are only partially soft-
ened should be thrown into a vessel of clean
water, and allowed to macerate for some
tim".longer ;but care must be had, by fre-
quent examination, not to allow the leaves
to remain inthe macerating vessel after the
epidermis of the leaf can be readily re-
moved, otherwise the net-work willbe in-
jured. This isan important point. As the
net-work of many species is very delicate,
and the pulp cannot be removed with-
out tearing or injuring the net-
work, it is advisable to use a
soft tooth-brush, or, better, a puna-
brush, such as is used in making wax-
flowers, and then placing the leaf on the
palm of the hand or on a plate, gently
brush away the pulp, keeping it contin-
ually moist. After the leaves are thor-
oughly cleansed, they are to be thoroughly
dried by carefully pressing them between
the folds of a soft towel;and then the
skeletons may be laid away in a box to
await the bleaching process, which may be
done at any convenient time. Care must
be taken, in the drying process, not to
press the leaves so firmly as to make them
adhere to the towel, as it is almost impos-
sible to remove them without tearing them.
If any of the leaf-stems should separate or

break from the leaves, they are to be pre-
served, as they can be fastened to the leaves
as hereafter directed. Fern leaves should
not be macerated, but dried between leaves
of blotting-paper, as in the bleaching pro-
cess the epidermis willbe completely eaten
away by the bleaching liquid. For bleach-
ing, take one-quarter pound chloride of lime
and dissolve itin one quart of water in an
earthen or glass vessel ;let itdissolve and
precipitate ; filter through filtering paper
(to be had of any druggist), and bottle for
use. Of this solution add one spoonful to
nineteen spoonfuls of water, or one-twen-
tieth part of whatever quantity may be
needed to cover the leaves. Immerse the
skeletons in this solution until they are
perfectly white, using an earthen or glass
jar, covering it,and putting itin a warm
place. Leaves and seed-vessels should not
be put into the same jar, and the coarse
skeletons should be kept separate from the
more delicate. If left too long in the
bleaching solution they will become too
tender to cleanse. When taken from it
they are to be thoroughly cleansed by
washing them several times in fresh water;
then dry in the folds of a soft towel, and
keen them between the leaves of a book
until wanted for mounting. Some of
the more delicate ones are apt to curl
in drying *, in this case they may be dried
between sheets of white blotting-paper.
Itis very important to have the washing
thoroughly done, otherwise they will be
apt to become yellow, which destroys their
beauty.

'
The whole process requires con-

tinual examination and delicate manipula-
tion, as the different species of leaves vary
much as to the time necessary for perfect
maceration and bleaching, the

"
first pro-

cess requiring from two weeks to four
months in some cases, according to the
character cf the leaves. Inmounting them,
whatever may be the design, the base
cushion upon which it rests should be of
black velvet ;but they always show better
ifmounted on a flat surface, made of soft
wood, upon which a piece of black velvet

has been glued. They should have a glass
shade over them;or, if on a flat surface,
they may be mounted ina recessed pi<*ture-
frame, with glass over them. Dissolve
some white gum-arabic iv water so as to be
quit, thick. With this you cm gum the
stems that may have been separated from
the leaves to them a.am ; or, if artificial
stems are needed, stiffen some crochet or
other coarse white sewing thread with the
gum-arabic, having these artificial stems of
different stoutness to suit the different
kinds of leaves.

Useful Information.
Piccalilli.—One peck of green toma-

toes ;quarter peck sliced onions, slice and
salt over night ;one handful scraped horse-
radish ; ounce tumeric powder ; ounce
each of cloves and cinnamon ; quarter
pound whole pepper ;pound each of mus-
tard seed and flour mustard. Put in a
large preserving kettle alternate layers of
tomatoes, onions, cauliflower, some sliced
green pickles, which have been cut up and
stilted over night, also one or two green
peppers, with all the other ingredients:
cover the whole with vinegar :boil fifteen
or twenty minutes, stirring carefully.
Pour off all the water • that forms ou
the pickle when they lay in the salt.

How to Select Flour.
—First, look at

its color; ifit is white, with a slightly
yellowish or straw-colored tint, itis a good
sign. Ifit is very white, with a bluish
cast, or with black specks in it, the flour is
not good. Second, examine its adhesive-
ness

—
wet aud knead a little of itbetween

the fingers ;if itworks dry and elastic, it
is good :if it works soft and sticky, it is
poor. Flour made from spring wheat is
likelyto be sticky. Third, throw a lump
of dry flour against a dry,.smooth, perpen-
dicular surface ;ifit falls bike powder, it
is bad. Fourth, squeeze some of the flour
in your hand; iiitretains the shape given
by the pressure, that, too, is a good sign.
Flour that willstand all these tests is sate
to buy.

Rabbit Cutlets.
—

Prepare the rabbits
as you would for a stew ;cut the different
limbs into the size of cutlets— such a. the
shoulders cut in half, also the legs, with
the ends of the bones chopped off. Have
ready some bread-crumbs and the yolk of
an egg beaten up. Drop each cutlet into
the egg, and then cover it with bread-
crumbs, as for veal cutlets. Fry them a
nice brown, and when you dish them up
pour round them some rich brown gravy,
which may be flavored with tomato-sauce,
ifapproved, and put round them rolls of
fried bacon.

Cheese Straws.— Take one-quarter of
a pound of flour, two ounces of butter
broken in the flour and rubbed until quite
smooth, the yolks of two eggs and white
of one ;season with a little salt ; mix all
together ;rollout to the thickness of rather
less than a quarter of an inch ;place on a
well-buttered tin,and cut into very narrow
strips four or five inches long; bake in a
moderate oven for fiveminutes ;pilein a
glass dish, laying two one way and two
over them, as lumber is piled to dry, and
the effect is very pretty.

To Make the Hands Soft.
—

Take
equal proportions of glycerine and alcohol ;
mix well; before retiring at night wash
the hands in warm water and rub well
withthe lotion.

SELLING THE FARM.

«V BETH DAT IN THK INTER-OCEAN.

Well, whydon't you s.y it,husband ': Iknow what
you want ... Bay :

You want to taik about rolling the farm, for the
mortgage we cannot pay.

Iknow thai we cannot pay it,Ihave thought of it
o'er and o'er;

For the wheal his fai'el onthe corner lot, where
wheat never 1-ied before.

Aodeverything here's gone backward since Willie
went ..it tosea,

To pay the mortgage and save the farm, the home-
stead, foryou .el me.

iknow itwas best togive it;it was right (bat the
debts be paid,

The debts that our ihoughtless Willie, in the hours
of ids weakness, made ;

And Will would lrave paid 1' fairly, you know itas
well a. I,

Ifthe ship had nut gone down that night when no
other ship \u25a0_\u0084. ci....

But, somehow, Ididn't quit hoping, and ever I've
tried to pray—

(ButIknow if .mr Will was alive on earth, he'd
surely been here to-day).

Ithought that the merciful Father, wouldsomehow,
en <\u25a0 for the lad,

Because be was trying to better the past, and be-
cause he was ail we had.

Butnow Iam well nigh hopeless, since hope for my
boy ha« fled.

For selling the farm means giving him up, and
knowing forsure he's dead.

Ob!Thomas, bow can we leave it,the home we
have always known

*
We won it away from the forest, and made itso

much our own.
First day we kept house together was the day that

you brought me here ;
And no other place in the wide, wide world will ever

he half sodear.
Of course, you remember it,Thomas—lneed not

ask you, Iknow,
For this is the mouth, and this is the day —it was

twenty-six years ago.
Anddou't youremember it,Thomas, the winter the

barn was made ?
How we were so proud and happy, for allour debts

were paid—
The crops were good that summer, and everything

worked likea charm.
And we felt so rich and contented to think we had

paid for the farm. .*

And now to think wemust leave it, when here Iwas'
hoping to die,

Itseems as if it was breaking my heart, but the
font of my tears isdry.

There's .1man up there in the village that's wanting
to buy, you -ay.

Well, Thomas, he'll have to have it,but whydoes he
come to-day

But there, it is wrong to grieve you, for you have
enough tobear,

And in all of our petty troubles you always have
borne your shar. ;.

Iam but a sorry helpmeet since 1 have so childish
grown.

There, there, go on to the village, let me have itout
alone.

Poor Thomas, he's growing feeble, he steps so weary
and slow,

There is not much in his looks to-day like twenty-
six years ago.

But 1 know that his heart is youthful, as it was
when we first were wed,

And his love is as strong as ever for me, and for
Willie,our boy that dead.

Oh, W.lhe, my baby Willie,Inever shall see him
more ;

Inever shall hear his footsteps, as he comes through
the open door.'

"How are you, dear litt'e mother 7" were always
the words he'd say ; .. , \u25a0

It seems as if Iwould give the worldto hear itagain
to-day.

Iknew when myboy was coming, be itever so early
orlate,

He was always a whistling•* Home, Sweet Home,"
as he opened the garden gate.

And many and many amoment, since the night that
the ship went down.

Have Istarted up at a whistle like bis, out there on
the road from town ;

And in uiai.y a night of sorrow, in the silence, early
and late,

Have Iheld my breath at a footstep, that seemed to
pause at the gate.

Ihope that he cannot see us, wherever his soul may
be;

-
Itwould irrieve him to know the trouble, that's

come to father and me. • •
Out there is the tree lie planted, the day he was

twelve years old;
The sunlightis glinting through it, and turningits

leaves to gold ;
And often when Iwas lonely, and no one near at

hand,
Ihave tallied to it,hours together— as ifit could

understand
—

Andsometimes Iused to fancy, whenever Ispoke of
mv boy,

It was wavingits leaves together, like clapping its
hands for joy.

Itmay be the man that willown it, that's coming to
buy to-day.

Will be chopping it down, or digging itup, and
burning itout of the way.

Andthere are the pansies yonder, and the roses he
helped to tend

— '

Why, every bush on the dear old place is as dear as
a tried old friend.

And no*' we must go and leave them— but there !
they have come from town;

Ihaven't had time to smooth myhair, or even to*
change my gown.

*,
Ican see them both quite plainly, although it is get-

ting late.
And the straft^r's a whistling "Home, Sweet

Home," as he comes up from the gate.
I'llgo out into the kitchen now, for 1don't want to. look on his face.
What right has he to be whistling that, unless he

has bought the place.

Why, can that be Thomas coming1he usually steps
so slow ;

There's something come into his footstep like twen-
ty six years ago.

There's something that sounds likegladness and the
man th. he used to be

Before our Willie went out fiom home todie on the
stormy

__
'. *

hat, Thomas 1 Why are yousmiling, and holding
my hands so tight?

And why don't you tell me quickly— we go
from the farm to-night?

What's that ."
You bring me tidings, and tidings of

wonderful Joy ;"
itcannot be very Joyous, unless it is news of my

* boy.
Ob, Thomas !You cannot mean it1 Here, let me

.look in your face.
Now, tell me again itis Willie that's wanting tobay

the place.

MANHATTANISMS.

WIDE PREVALENCE 0? THE DB.-.V-'ING-|
-,o.__ 21-Cr.i-i__

'

Implicit Co___.-»e-_-e the Cause of Defalca-
tions—Frank Leslie's Social Ambition •—

imorson's a Wreck.

New York, January 10, ISSO..
The present month has been thus far,

and willcontinue to be, devoted to social
entertainments. The most fashionable
quarter of the town, bounded by Twenty-

third and Fifty-ninth streets, Madison and
Sixth avenues, is fullof gayety

—
more so

than ithas been for years. In nearly ev-

ery block the window, of imposing man-
sions may be seen all ablaze, evening after
evening ;the sidewalks canopied, carriages
rollingup and rolling away until long af-
ter midnight, emptying and receiving their
freight of both sexes, the men usually
looking as solemn as their sable suits, and
the women as radiant as their elaborate at-
tire. Comparatively few men, 1 am con-
vinced, enjoy what is known in a con-
ventional, restricted sense as Society ;
while women have, as a rule,

AN INSATIABLE LOVE

For it. They go night after night, from j
the beginning to the end of the season, to !

ilinners, receptions, parties, musicales, I
balls, and though they may be of delicate
constitution, they seem never to tire. The
most robust men get worn out after three j
or four weeks of such dissipation ; but |
their daughters, wives and sisters keep up !
the round of pleasure without showing j
any signs of fatigue. They live ou their
nerves; they draw on their stock of emo- j
tions ;you might think that they would <

be utterly exhausted, but they appear as |
fresh and as eager for the social fray at the :
close as at the commencement of winter.

'

One reason of this is no doubt that they j
thoroughly enjoy society ;the labor they I
delight in physics pain. They can endure
much going and coining, endless dressing
and undressing, the toils and trials of a I
fashionable campaign, with hardly auy per-
ceptible wear, because they relish the ex-
citement, the variety, the bantering, the
talk, the coquetry, the sentimental perils
that it involves.

But society very soon bores men. When
they are very young they embrace it with ;
zest for four or five seasons ; dance the
German ;escort young ladies with alacrity ;
are glad to shine in drawing-rooms in !

perfectly-fitting swallow-tails and flawless :

gloves. But they are easily cloyed. Ere
they are 30 they affect cynicism ; pro-
nounce society tedious and stupid ;haunt
the clubs ; evince a love of braudy-and- j
water, aud go to parties reluctantly, per-
suaded thereto by sister, sweetheart or
wife.

Women not only keep the gates of soci- ,
etj,they are the inward force that holds :
it together. Without them it would go to .
pieces, and they know it. Therefore, they

'
are so resolute and active in drumming up

'
masculine recruits and retaining them iv,'
the ranks after they have enlisted. They ]
are busy enough just now. Many have
five or six engagements for the same even- \u25a0

ing, and some try to fulfillthem all. Itis
'
i

not uncommon to see ladies at a dinner !
betweeii 7 and '-1o'clock, at two or three
receptions or patties between 9 and It.', and I
at a ball after midnight. Imight name , \u25a0

several who seem to have an unappeasable
passion for this sort of thing. (io where
you may, you encounter them. Tlieyseem ',
to be übiquitous, and to he made of iron.
They go out fifteen or twenty times a
week. They arc forever nibbling, sipping
wine, talking,.flirting,smiling, posing, and ,
have been doing the same thing for years.
They are not the novices, the maidens, the
young ladies of a certain or uncertain age.
They are the experienced, the veterans,
the dowagers, Ihave one in mii.d who is

A SOCIAL MONOMANIAC,

If ever there was one. She is indefatiga-
ble ;she ia acquainted with everybody ;!

she is conspicuous inall sets, and there are j
scores of sets here, each of them the very
best, if their own story is to be credited ;j

she knows the old families, the merely
rich, the church circles, the musical peo- !
ple, the artistic fraternity, the journalistic |
ami literary folk, and she enjoys them i
all. She seems never to refuse an in-
vitation ; she was never known to de-
cline or send a regret. She is loyal,
socially, tothe backbone. She can be de-
pended on always for entertainments with-
out number. Her husband, like most men
who have seen a good deal of the world,
cares nothing for society ;indeed, dislikes
it,and consequently keeps out of itas much
as possible. This,however, does not hinder
her in the least from prevalence inall cir-
cles. She always contrives to find escorts j
who are of infinite variety

—
men and I

old men, natives and foreigners, lawyers,
journalists, merchants, authors, bankers

—
all are fish that come to her net.

She is welleducated and accomplished, J
she has traveled, she speaks several lan-
guages, and would be a very interesting
companion, were she not socially disor-
dered. She wants to see and talk with so
many people that no oue person can com-
mand her attention. While talking to one
woman, she is looking at another. She
asks a question of this man, and before it
can be answered, she is making an in-
quiry of his neighbor ; wherefore, she is
prone to mental distraction and oral inco-
herence. Although she. declares that she
always has a good time, she appears to be
preoccupied, restless and discontented. |

The reason is that she is ever trying to
compress what she should do in a week luto
a few hours.

-
One day, at a barbecue party, a friend

said to her, "Mrs. ,1should think
that you would die from fatigue and
nervous excitement, so continually are you
in the whirl"of society.""

Die ?
"

echoed the lady.
"

Not I,in-
deed ! Have you ever heard of anybody
dying of happiness Society is my food,
mylife,my joy. I_love itpassionately ;it
makes me very, very happy."

Just at this time this victim of drawing-
room distemper must be on the top crest
ofdelight. She is going out incessantly, i

and has been sorely distressed the last fort- j
night,Iunderstand, because she has been
obliged, for lack of time and omnipresence, j
to absent herself from fully a dozen en- I
tertainments. One cause of the crowded
gayeties of this month is that the Charity I
ball takes place this year, the 2<.lth instant,
and many of the fashionably-pious^ regard
that as the close of the modish season, be-
cause they deem it necessary to observe
Lent by a period of seclusiou, and by a
certain role of high-toned repentance for
many elegant sins. Such fashionables are
Episcopalians alone, for Roman Catholics
cannot be considered fashionable here ;butI
their absence from entertainments affects j
society sensibly. The season really ex- I
tends into and to the close of March, but
January is the queen month. .. ,.

The defalcation of Benjamin C. Bogert,
Treasurer of the Produce Exchange, has
caused

A GENUINE SENSATION
And .general surprise among all his ac-
quaintances. But Ido not know, why it

should have done so. True, he was con-
'

sidered entirely upright, he was wholly be-
yond suspicion, as dozens of defaulters here
have been. Scarcely* a fortnight passes
that some wholly trusted and prominent
member of a well-known firm or corpora
tion isnot discovered inwhatare delicately
called irregularities. The unfortunate
man's course ol wrong doing is almost uni-
versally the same, lieis implicitlytrust-

ed ; he ha. losses in business .. or in
speculation : he is

'sorely pressed
for money ; he thinks if he should use
funds that are under his control that he
could soon return them, and nobody be
the wiser. His losses increase; he uses
more money not his ; he sinks deeper and
deeper in;he tries vainly to get out ;be
suffers day and night ;his life is a torment
from constant fear of detection. Finally.........

exposure comes ;his .name is blasted ; In
i. penniless ;he has ruined himself fo

\u25a0tiling. The wages of his sin are bank
ruptcy and shame. I J.*f_S«__

;,, .1.. i,._,... the direct cause of so man]
deifications is the absolute .confidenci
placed in the defaulters. If they wen
considered fallible, if they felt that theii
accounts were liable to be examined any
time, they would keep guard over them-
elves ; they would not be apt to yield tt

temptation. But knowing that they are
completely trusted, they are ever in dangei
of dishonesty,, and unless they be remark,
ably sharp, they take the fatal step whee
they are fairly beset by pecuniary diffi-
cult es. . r.:icf

Bogert, like many others, might have
been saved from himself, had he- not
been above suspicion. It seems strange
that he should have been driven to sui-

dc f. r so small a sum as he had taken.
In all probability the fact that his father
.ad destroyed himself impelled him to a

similar act. Suicide is in a certain sense a
disease, and is hereditary often as gout,
cancer or consumption. But for over-faith
in Bogert by his associates, he might have
been alive to-day. Perfect confidence sent
him to a dishonored grave.
.Henry Carter or Frank Leslie's death,

which occurred this alternoon, though sud-
den, can illybe said to have. SURPRISED EOS INTIMATES,

Since he has been very seriously ailing for
years. It will strike the public as odd
that, when he bore another name than his
own, he should be engaged in a lawsuit
withhis son, who hid seen lit to change
his name. Leslie was very enterprising

—
he has been the publisher and proprietor of
as many as twenty different weeklies and
monthlies at one time

—
and knew how to

appeal to a large class in the community.
He was not a man of fine taste or sensibil-
ity, however ;none of his publications was
what it should have been. They were de-
cent enough, but they were very cheap,
trashy, and never read by people of cul-
ture. His sole object, uutil recently, was
to make mouey, and he made it. But
withina few years, and especially since his
(second) marriage with the former wife of
E. G. Squier, the archa-ologist, who was
for years in his employ, he had been ambi-
tious to get into a higher kind of society
than he had been accustomed to. To thia
end he spent a great deal of money

—
his so-

cial ambition is believed to have been the
cause of his failure and assignment —

but
without attaining the object inview. He
had the name of a good fellow;but he was
not calculated to be harmonious with the
kind of people to whom he aspired. It is
said that he had taken George W. Childs,
of Philadelphia, as his model. He hoped
by lavish hospitality to become an influen-
tialmember of a large and influential circle.
There were insurmountable obstacles inhis
way

—
obstacles arising from his tempera-

ment, his antecedents and his connubial
career. Nevertheless, he persevered right
manfully, and was struggling actively and
managing shrewdly to achieve his purpose
when he died. He was so handicapped
that he never could have succeeded ;but
he passed away, poor fellow, in happy ig-
norance of a fact patent to everybody save
himself.

VARIETIES.
It is reported that Robert L. Stuart, to

whom his brother, Alexander Stuart, lately
left all his property, valued at some 57,-
--000,000, has made nine handsome endow-
ments to the city in his will,but that they
willnot be divulged until after his death.
He is about seventy, worth fullyas much
as his brother was, and without children,I
believe. The report is probable enough,
for he has always been very charitable ;but

j few people here can think that a New York
millionaire willmake any public bequests.
Our rich men very rarely do such things.

A private letter from Concord, Mass.,
says that Ralph Waldo Emerson is fast
failingmentally ;that his memory isalmost

igone, and that his friends are greatly
troubled about him. He willbe seventy-

. seven next May.
John Fiske, of Cambridge, is to deliver

ithis month at Chick-ring Hall, four of
] the series of historic lectures which wero
i so well received and favorably mentioned.
t some months since inLondon.

A Brooklyn jeweler sold toa bridegroom
the other day a pearl and diamond neck-
lace for 945,000, the original price having
been -*00,000. It was given to his wifeas
a
"

slight testimonial of his marital ..lie.
tion."

George Rifley, the veteran reviewer of
the Tribune, is reported to be in quite
delicate health. He is, Ithink, 75 years
old, but his mind is as vigorous as ever.
He was one of the original members of the
Brook Farm Community, and also a Uni-
tarian clergyman. He has been connected
with the Tribune since its foundation.

One day during the holidays a very
prominent house of gold aud silversmiths
here made sales of 55150,000 —the largest
they had ever made in a single day. Itis
the heaviest house of the kind on the con*

tinent. :
The French and German masquerades

this winter will,it is expected, exceed any,
that have been given by the societies they
represent. They willdoubtless be in shin-
ing contrast to the deplorable failure ofthe
American masquerade this week at the
Academy of Music.

Three grand parties, to be given between
this and the close of the month willcost,
itis estimated, $20,000 apiece. As may be
supposed, the givers are the wives of mill-
ionaires.

Another Spanish newspaper, in the in*
terest of Cuban independence, aided by
ample capital, is talked of in this city.

Chavbert.

HOW A KING TESTED PHRENOLOGY.

"Who," said KingFrederick of Prussia,
at a fete at Potsdam, which had attracted
an unusally brill assemblage,

"
who ia

that tall, bony old man, with ahead so full
of character }"

"Sire, it is Dr. Gall, the famous phre-
nologist.

"
"Ah!the phrenologist, eh? Command

him to dine with us to-morrow evening."
Next evening the King received the

doctor affably, and they sat down todinner
with a dozen other convives, allblazing
with decorations and uniforms but awk-
ward and constrained in manner and con*

versation."Doctor," said the King, at the conclu-
j sion of the repast, "pray Itt us see some-
Ithing of your wonderful skill. Examine
| these gentlemen's heads, and tellme frankly
Iwhat you think of their characters and dis-'

position from the indication afforded by
their crania developments."

Call rose and felt the head of his neigh-
bor on the right, a stout, powerful man in
a resplendent uniform, who had been ad-

Idressed as "General.". . .
"Speak frankly," said the King, seeing

that the phrenologist seemed embarrassed."
His Excellency," said Call, "must be

passionately addicted to-—to field
'

sports
and exciting pleasures ;he has a decided
fancy for—tor the battlefield, and —

Th. Kingsmiled, and pointed the phren*
ologist to his other neighbor, a small, alert,
keen-eyed man in the diplomatic costume.

"This gentleman,' said the doctor,.. Via
hum hum

—
is an expert in gymnastic ex-

eteues, au accomplished pedestrian; very
iiat and gracfeul inail operations requir-'
ing maiiii..! dexttritj —" > n

"Enough," said the King, rapping on
the table, ..:id _.. a score of soldiers entered
be com!.. to the stupefication of Dr.
Gall, "remove those gentlemen to their
cell*. Allowm* to put in plain language
what you were reluctant to say. -The Gen-
eral is a murderer under sentence, anil
your other neighbor is the most expert
pickpocket and cut-purse in all Prussia,

-
who has eluded capture on innumerable oc-
casions. Examine your pockets." \u0084

The Doctor did so and found that his
handkerchief, purse, watch and snuff-bo-,
had disappeared. They were all returned!
to him next day, with a complimentary'
letter from the King, and a costly si. :_.
box ring Frederick's portrait set it}
brilliants,
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