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less than $1 per share all round.

Grorge TieBETT, on trial for murder at Bakers
ficid, has been declared not guilty.

Fire at Alton, IiL

At Cherry Vale, Ks., two men perished in the
flames of a burning building. -

THE Germans at Petersburg, Va., are making lib-
eral contributions for the sufferers in Upper Silesia.

Severe shocks of earthquake occurred at Havana
Thursday night— an unprecedented experience there
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF FAILURE.

Once a year a circalar is published by
the mercantile agency of Dun, Barlow &
Co., which gives an insighticto the darker
side of business life. It is a document
giving the statistics of failure throughout
the United States, and it is full of instrue-
tion for those who desire to learn the real
tendencies of civilization. We have just
received this circular for 1879, and it is
even more than usually interesting. It
appears that there were last year 6,658
failuresin the United States, with liabilities

acgregating  $08,000,000. In 1878 the
failures were 10,475, with liabilities of

£234.000,000. The decrease for 1879 was
being in numbers
$136,000,000.

therefore very large,
3,820, liabilities

and in

{ Nothing could be more convincing proof

than these fizures, of the reality of the
wave of returning prosperity which last
year swept over the whole country with

the exception of the Pacific States. That

| the wave did not include the latteris shown

It countains full pho- |

e Senate |

with equal clearness by the statistics. For
example, we examine the table of geographi-
cal distribution and percentage of failures,
and we find that the percentage of failures
In the Eastern
States, 1 in every in the Middle
States, 1 in every 100; in the Southern

in 1879 was as follows:
85

States, 1 in every 93; in the Western

| States, 1 in every 159 ; in the Pacific States

| and Territories, 1 in every 45.

The extreme north end stocks |

It is fur-
ther to be boted that the average liabili-
ties in the Pacific States were greater
($13,940) than in the Western States ($13,-
theugh in the latter the failures
were 1 in 159, and in the former 1 in 45.
the Western States
xampled, as shown

158),

The prosperity of

ly small percent-

extraordinar
In the same regicm in

by the
age of failures,

| 1878 the failures were 1 in every 70, or

than twice numerous  as
last year. In regard to the Pa-
cific States the fact is to be noted that
whereag they escaped the waves of ad-
the East
onwards, their

more as

versity which swept over

and West from 1873

| decline has been coincident with the re-

| vival of business

Tue Irish relief fund received §700 from the Grand |

Opera House performance in New York.

Tie Pope denies that he was indignant at Cardinal
McCloskey’s reception of Parnell in New York.

SIXTEEN prisoners escaped yesterday from the jail
at Greensburg, Indiana.

NEAr Watsonville, yesterday, a whale nearly sixty
feet long washed up on the beach.

A DIABOLICAL attempt was made on Monday to
poison an entire family at Sheridan, Nev.

Tue annua! encampment of the Grand Army of
the Republic is in session at Oakland.
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in the Atlantic and
Western States. Why this should be so
will perplex the average inquirer, and it is
certainly nota problem to be solved with-
out patient examination. It would be
natural to suppose that even if California
did not share the burdens of her neighbors
during the bad years, she ought to share
their prosperity when the reaction came.
but it seems as though- the occurrence of

| that reaction had been the sigual for the

and “The Household,” |

In the Assembly a number of bills were intro- |

The Gov-

ernor returned Assembly Bill No. 1 approved and

duced, read and reforred to committees.
signed. Tt was resolved to appropriate $480 for the
purchase of forty copies of Hittell's Code. The As-

sembly adjourned until Monday.

COLOR-BLINDNESS.

Science has at last been brought to bear
upon everyday business in regard to color-
blindness. . It has been shown that about
one person in twenty-five in this country is
color-blind ; that is to say, is unable to dis-
tinguish red from green. Now, as red and
green are the colors used in the railroad
service all through the country for signal-

ing, and as a mistake as to either of them |
may at any moment lead to the most seri- |

ous casualties, it is evident that the ques-
tion whether railroad employes are or are
not color-blind is a very practical and im-
portant one. In most of the European
railroad systems we believe tests have al-
ready been made, to weed out color-blind
employes, and the same undertaking has
recently been commenced in Massachu-
setts. This is the first step made in the
United States to apply the discoveries of
science
clearly become necessary to adopt the
examination plan on every American rail-
road, for it is certain that the public will

in this connection, but it will

|

demand it as soon as they realize that any |

engineer or conductor is liable to be color
blind, and that if he is he may drive a pas-
senger train into another one, or into an
open draw, by mistaking a red danger
signal green  safety  signal
Color blindness has no doubt been the
cause of many railroad and steamship ac-
cidents in the past, and often when it has

for a

seemed to the public that some casualty
could only be accounted for on the theory of
incredible stupidity, the truth has been
that the engineer or steersman was unable
to recognize red or green when he saw it.

. -

WARDEN.

The Board of State Prison Directors
have not yet appointed a Warden, and we

|

ave therefore encouraged to hope that they |

intend to give due weight to the earnest

representations which have been made to |

them on this subject. They have it in
their power to reform the administration
of the State Prison, or to allow it to fall
again into the disgraceful condition it has
occupied  hitherto. The problem before
them is one which any business firm would
solve in ten minutes. It is whether they
shall secure a traned penalogist to do the
work which none but a trained penologist
can effectually accomplish, or whether they
shall appoint somebody who possesses only
political claims. To do the latter would
be to abandon everything at the out-
set, and to proclaim that, notwithstanding
all the efforts to get the State Prison
out of politics, it is still regarded
as one of the legitimate ‘‘spoils,” We
should entertain but faint hopes of reform
if this line was taken by the Directors,
and for the reason that no sophistry can
conceal the plain path of duty in the
premises, or justify its abandonment upon
any consideration of political expediency.
An opportunity is now offered to introduce
reform to the penal administration, and
reform is not to be had by appointing peo-
ple to administrative offices who have ev-
erything to learn concerning their duties.
There ought not to be any need of insist-
ance on this matter, but unfortunately
dffice-seckers are persevering and human
nature is weak. i

3 . . -
collapse of business on this coast.- No
doubt it would be a mistake to imagine
that any one cause is 1esponsible for this

singular condition of thiugs, but it must

be realized that the very agencies
which separated wus from the rest
of the Union as far back as the

rebellion era, and which have maintained
here a currency and a commercial system
unknown to the other States, have made it
impossible to bring us into harmony with
our neighbors when their fortunes began to
The causes of business prosperity in
California have, moreover, been in several

rige.

respects artificial and not natural, for many
years. Trade was stimulated here during

the inflation era by purchasing in green-

| backs at the East and selling for gold at

greenback rates in California. Our people
were bled fearfully in this way, and noth-
ing could have induced them to stard it
but the traditions of flush pioneer times

which still survived, to make the masses

| reckless and wasteful in money matters.

The practical collapse of the Comstock
Lode, and the uncertainties and apprehen-
sions caused by the blatant advocacy of the
most outrageous communism, came at the
same time to supplement the depression
caused by the failure of that commercial
bonanza which the gold premmum had
proved for years to our merchants. Re-
sumption, in fact, bronght no new benefits
to California, but abolished some very posi-
tive avenues of profit which had existed
up to its advent. The local agencies, which
threw everything out of gear, also estopped
the public from longer maintaining that
carelessness in money maiters which had
so long characterized the conventional
Californian. They could not afford to pay
the extravagant additions to Eastern prices
which it had become the practice to charge,
but for charging which no justification
existed. Had our merchants been saga-
cious enough to realize that a new national
departure had been taken, and that it was
therefore mnecessary to trim their sails
afresh, we believe that they would have
escaped much of the disaster which fell
upon them. Buat they made the mistake
of endeavoring to maintain a state of
had

was failure and misfor-
evident to
some time

things which become impossible,
and the result
tune. It must been
all thoughtful persons for
that sconer or later it would be necessary
to bring down prices on this coast to a fair
proportion with Eastern prices. When re-
sumption was accomplished the time for

have

this reduction was really reached, but our
merchants did not perceive the truth, so
they suffered for their lack of perspicacity.
The same hopeless attempt to keep up war
prices after they have reached the bed-rock
in every other part of the Union, must
prolong the depression of last year if it is
not abandoned. Only when the facts of
the situation are recognized, and the
onerous, tariff, which custom and nothing
else has established, is abandoned,
will the Pacific coast regain its pros-
perity, and be prepared to share
in the reaction which is enriching
the East and West. In this regard
the isolation of our currency has brought
us evil. Daring the era of inflation and
filse values that isolation preserved us
from the feverish speculation that leads to
collapse, but when the greenback was
brought to par, our want of connection
with the East prevented us from benefit-
ing from the fall of prices which was the
natural aceompaniment of that event. If
our business men had had the foresight to
adapt their prices to the Eastern schedules
a year ago, California,would have been for-
tified to a considerable extent against the
depressing influences of those local mis-
chiefs which contributed to render 1879
one of her gloomiest years.

But these local mischiefs were of them-
selves sufficient to do a great deal of harm,
and there can be no doubt that they made
the difference between pressure which
could, and pressure which could not, be en-
dured. The new Constitution and the
break in mining stocks' came together,
The spurt in Sierra Nevada, which oc-
curred in the fall of 1878, had demoral-

!

ized the publie, who, after the failure of
the Bank of California and the segregation
of the leading miues, had leen strongly
disinclined to speculate freely. The Si-
erra Nevada episode whetted the public

appetite, however, drew much hoarded
woney into stocks, and paved the
way for that crash which lefv the
public pockets and nerves equally

flaccid and limp. At such a juncture
nothing could have prevented a general
decline but the free investment of capital
in legitimate industries. The capital was
here, and the will to use it was not want-
ing. But precisely at that moment the
demagogues who were seeking to crawl
into place and plunder by flattering the
ignorance and feeding the prejudices of
the masses, began their crusade against
capital, and all through the
mer this fight kept up
a ferocity and a malignity almost incredi-
ble. The result was what might have
veen expected. Capital withdrew into
hiding. No
man who had money dreamed of putting it
into productive enterprises in a State
where thrift and industry were denounced

sum-

was with

Investment was suspended.

as crimes, and where it was seriously pro-
posed to put every prosperous man under
the harrow of taxation until his wealth

was dragzed out of him. When
the new Constitution was adopted
the alarm reached its climax. It

was useless to think of building up a State
thus given over to ruin by its own people,

capitalists concluded, and accordingly

many of them began to wind up their |

affairs, and prepare to leave California.
All through the year these agencies worked
together to produce the most depressed
and paralyzed condition ever known on

the Pacific Coast, and this in spite of a |

good harvest, and an unusual European
demand for - breadstuffs. The aggregate
amount of failures for the Pacific States
and Territories in 1879 was $9,953,358.
The failures for the Kastern and Middle
States together were only $41,000,000,

though the proportion of people in busi-

ness in these sections is as 312 (in the
FEast) to 32 (on this coast). If we com-
pare Pacitic Coast business with Eastern we
find that 1879 was for these States a worse
year than 1876 was at the East. For ex-
ample, in the latter year the failures at the
East were 1 in 69, while in 1879 they were
1 in 45 here. Canada alone can show a
greater depression than this, and her fail-
It remains to
inquire how the example of 1879 is to be
bettered on this coast. We have shown to
what extent our Lusiness men have it in
their own power to stimulate trade. They
must wake up to the fact that the days of

high prices have passed away, and that the

ures last year were 1 in 29.

Chinese Wall between California and the
East can no longer be kept up.
the mischievous effects of the new Consti-
tution the remedy is less easily availa-
ble,

and construction,

As regards

and in

seriously with the progress and prosperity
of the State. The mining situation is the
only remaining factor of importance, and
the indications are that this will in nolong
time adjust itself.
lic faith in the honesty of Comstock manip-
ulations is dead, and that speculation hence-
forth must be confined to a game of ‘* dia-

“mond cut diamond.” It is hardly possible |
that the people can be again gulled as they

have been in the past, and if the other two
great factors are once brought under con-
trol stock-gambling will probably not inter-
fere seriously with the restoration of better

times.
> -

A SALUTARY MEASURE.

A bill has been introduced by Assem-
blyman Braunhart to prohibit the paying
of percentages on prescriptions by drug-
gists to physicians. A meeting of drug-
gists was held in San Francisco the other
night to discuss the measure, and it was
unanimously approved, and some amend-
ments making 1t more comprehensive were
proposed. There were also some physi-
cians present-at this meeting, and a contro-

versy arising as to where the responsibility
for the percentage system rested, facts
were adduced showing that both druggists
and physicians had at various times sought
to extend and maintain it. There can be
no doubt that the percentage system is an
inequitable and dishonest ome. It is in
fatt an imposition upon patients, who are
thus forced to pay a second fee to the doc-
tor, in an underhand manner, and for no
consideration. The physician has no claim
whatever upon any part of the purchase-
money of drugs, but the money that is so
paid him of course never comes out of the
druggist’s pocket. It is the consumer, as
in all such cases, who pays the tax, aand
the consumer would be just as well off if
the doctor added the percentage to his
regular bill. In fact, this would be the
better plan of the two, for it is alleged
(and by druggists themselves) that the
percentage system sometimes leads to such
a tampering with drugs as completely in-
validates the prescriptions of the physi-
cians. For instance, a certain druggist, to
gain the custom of as many physicians as
possible, will put his percentage very high.
Experience soon shows him that he has put.
it s0 high as to cut off his own profits upon
preseriptions involving the use of costly
drugs. In order to save himself from loss
he therefore deliberately tampers with the
prescriptions, and only puts in half or one-
third the quantity of the more costly
drugs ordered, thus of course peutralizing
the physician’s combinations, and in many
cases doubtless depriving the medicine of
its beneficial effects.

It is bad enough for the public to be
charged two fees instead of one, butitis
still worse not to be able to put confidence
in the faithful compounding of the physi-
cian’s prescriptions. In such cases the
practical outco:e is that in order to screw
a little more money out of the patient the
doctor endangers the results of his own
professional efforts. The fact is that the
drug business is at the best one in which
the prices charged are out of all proportion
to the value of the things sold. There is
probably no business in existence where
such exorbitant prices are maintained, and
this has always been the case. Druggists
uszd to be called Nioety-niners, because
the tradition went that they made 99 per
cent. profit upon everything. They make
a great deal more than that, however,
upon many things. * Probably 1,000 per
cent. would be no exaggeration of their
gains in a number of instances. And
when, therefore, these normally inordinate

still  further enhanced
addition of a percentage

are
the

prices
by

e i e T

for the benefit of the physician,
the robbery becomes greater than the
public are called upon to endure. At the
meeting referred to a druggist stated an in-
stance where, because of the percentage
system, one of the trade had charged $3 50
for some medicine which could have been
put up at any other store for $1 50. In
this case there was a dead robbery of the
patient amounting to more than double the
value of the medicine ; and if the actual
cost of the drugs used in the preseription
were known, it would probably appear
that 50 cents would have covered every-
thing, and that all the rest was clear profit
—or sheer plunder. It is said that re-
spectable physicians and respectable drug-
gists are equally opposed to the percentage
system, but we fear it will not do to accept
this statement, lest it lead us to the awk-
ward conclusion that the number of re-
spectable physicians and druggists is un-
pleasantly small. Rather let it be said
that the system is a bad one which has
grown up ouft of custom and competition,
but which produces such ill effects that it is
clearly public policy to put an end to it.

- - -

priate laws. We are afraid that few mem.
bers realize the confusion and pressure that
are now being prepared for the latter part
of the session, when the committees have

most important character come up for dis-
cussion and settlement. It is therefore
not without good reason that the Repub-
licans have resolved todo what they can to
expedite and simplify matters, but it is
plain that all other members are equally
under oblization to assist in this work.

e

THE GERMAN ARMY,

A bill has been introduced in the Ger-
man Bundesrath providing for an increase
of the army. It is proposed to bring the
peace footing up to 427,000 men. The
reason given for this demand is the in-
crease of the armies of neighboring powers.
No doubt the bill will be carried, and this
fresh burden will be laid upon the people
of Germany. But as there is nothing to
prevent Russia and France from following
the example of Germany, and as every
fresh increase on the part of one power
may be availed of to justify a still further

FOREIGN IN.URANCE COMPANIES.

We have already given some reasons
why the bill to impose a stamp-tax upon
foreign insurance companies should not be-
come a law. We will now show, from the
absolute madness of the proposition. The
paid-up capital of companies of other
$27,935,00.
The paid-up capital of foreign fire insur-
ance companies doing business here is $27,-
074,000, and that of the foreign marine

Q0=

insurance companies is $11,325,903 ; total

States doing business here is

It lies in conservative legislation
the repeal of |
whatever provisions are found to interfere |

It is evident that pub- |

366,333,903,

|
{the California fire and marine insurance
|

companies is $2,100,00C.

for the benefit of the representatives
of these two millions of
ital that a stamp-tax is sought to be
imposed upon the of
sixty-six millions of capital. The amount
of risks written in California by the home
companies in 1878 (fire and marine) was
579,374,002,
by companies of other States doing busi-
ness here in the same year was $54,930,-

home cap-

representatives

The amount of risks written

793 ; the risks written by foreign fire com-
panies amounted to $120,842,760; and
those of the foreign marine companies to

; $60,598,165. Total of risks written by all
outside companies $236,371,719, as against

$79,374,092 written by the home compa-
nies.

the outside and foreign companies, more-

! over, was not much more than three
{ times their paid up capital, while
giu the case of the California com-
| panies  the risks amounted to thir-
[ teen times  their paid wup capi-
| tal. These figures ought to be con-

clusive of the whole matter. It is per-

fectly apparent that California depends

{ rine losses upon the outside companiés
| doing business here, and that any legisla-
tion of a proscriptive and discriminating
character undertaken against them would
react most disastrously upon the business

interests of the State. It is also perfectly
apparent that no reliance could be placed

upon the howe companies in the event of

any wide-spread disaster, and that in such

must lie 1n the solvency of the foreign

companies.
| -

Whoever drew up the bill we are dis-

tcussfng must have been misled, for it is

inconceivable that anyone should with his

eyes open undertake to deprive the public
| of protection against casualties by a delib-
erate attempt to drive from the State the
corporations upon which the security of
nearly all
Nor is it as though local capital could take
the place of foreign, if the latter were
forced out of business. It could do noth-
ing of the kind. Perhaps there may be
local companies that would be willing to
take all the risks that might be offered,

but assuredly they could not effi-
ciently protect those risks, no mat-
ter what their nominal capital,

for the reason that their assets would be

had underwritten, in the event of any ex-
tensive disaster.

given above. Prudent business men

naturally prefer to insure in companies
whose available assets are not exposed to
The ountside and foreign

local dangers,
companies, moreover, represent far the
largest aggregate of capital, and are there-

fore the more available. The logical con-

sequence of these considerations is
that legislation hostile to foreign
insurance companies is emphatically
against  public  policy, and that

the only admissible legislation is that
which invites and secures full and free
competition. It is not the interest of the
foreign companies that is in question, but
the interest of California insurers. To
protect their property every facility should
be afforded for the widest distribution of
risks. Unless this is done a fire will occur
some day which will destroy San Fran-
cisco, and when the claims for insurance
are presented it will be found that they
are not worth the paper they are written on.
> o

THE REPUBLICAN

CAUCUS.

The Republican members of the Legisla-
ture did a sensible thing in holding a cau-

of the public business. It is already evi-
dent that much more methodical practices
will have to be adopted if the present ses-

days, and it is clearly the duty of the Re-
publicans to bring that about if it is pos-
sible, The session so far has been almost
altogether wasted. There has been as
much frivolous discussion over trifles as if
the whole year was before members, and as
if it cost the people nothing to run this
| elaborate machinery. If the rest of the
| hundred days is to be frittered away in
like fashion an extra session of about three
hundred days will be required to accom-
plish the work on hand. The feeble appre-
hension of the magnitude of the task be-
fore them which many members exhibit is
strikingly illustrated by the reckleseness
with which new bills are brought forward.
It looks now as though enough of them
would soon be on the file to occupy the at-
teation of both Chambers to the end
of the session, and yet besides all this new
legislation all the Statutes of the State
have to be revised from begianing to end,
| and a multitude of untried corstitautional
provisions are to be enforced by appro-

THE PROPOSITION 70 LEGISLATE AGAINST |

statistics of ivsurance in Califorma,  the |

paid-up capital of all outside companies, |
The total paid-up capital of ‘

It is therefore |

The amount of risks written by |

mainly for protection against fire and ma- |

a case the only hope ot the uummuuityl

destructible property rests. |

destroyed together with the property they |

The normal tendency of |
. . . o |
healthy insurance is shown in the figures |

cus to arrange for the swifter disposition |

sion is to be completed within one hundred |

increase on the part of the others, the pro-
| cess can be carried on until the entire adult
population of all these countries is under
Jefore that period is reached, how-

Noth

arms.

ever, there will be war. ¢ else can

| come of the present policy of these powers, |

{

| Their tremendous efforts to outdo one an-
| other in military preparations showj that
| the certainty of war is accepted by all,
! that being the case the strongest

ani
and

swiftest will be very apt to choose its own |

| time for fighting. It is becoming more
i probable every day that Germany has re-
I solved to fight Russia soon, hoping to
| cripple her before France can come to the
| rescue. That is the favorite policy of Bis-
marck, and though the great German cap-
| tains are now nearly all old men, there is
no reason to suppose thai their right hands
| have lost their cunning, or that they are

not capable of sustaining another great | other transcontinental line similar to that |
| already existing, nor does 1t merely mean |

| war. Meantime’ German commerce must

| languish, however, and the progress of the

{ nation be suspended while the revenues are { nental line on which there shall be mo | Field, 9;
{ break of ownership, and which will be |

absorbed in military preparations.

> -

THE PRIVACY OF DISPATCHES.

A bill has been introduced to Congress to
secure the privacy of dispatches. This
weasure ought to be adopted.
sential that the privacy of dispatches
should be secured as that the
should be inviolate.
{ cisely the same in both cases.

And the
| political events of the last few years have
conclusively proved that it is not safe to
| withhold this guarantee from the telegraphic
‘»sc.rvice, for that politicians are only too
Eready to avail themselves of real or as-
tsumeﬁ authority to violate the secrecy of
{ dispatches whenever any capital can be
lmade out of such work. Every dispatch
' credly asare the mails, and there should be
no means of prying into their contents. It
| is evident that to give this gnarantee is the

| only way to secure to the telegraph its full

| usefulness, for as the case stands men must

that it may become unavailable at the
| very moment when its services are most

|
| urgently needed.

| be deprived of the temptations which the |

| possibility of reading the dispatches of po-

ness public ought to be secured against
at
Thisisa

|

| those violations of confidence

| pre sent are too lightly punished.

which

| matter which the public should urge upon
| Congress with some emphasis, too, for it is
not safe to leave to any Government the

power to tamper with the communications
of the citizens.

—_—— e e

| A MAP WHICH SHOULD BE PROCURED.

We are informed that a map of Suisun

|
{ Bay and its surroundings has been pre-
| A &

{ pared by the Pacific Coast Survey Depart-
|

ment for the use of Congress, which ought

| to be in the hands of every member of the :

I o - n .
| State Legislature. This map shows the

| .
| encroachments which have been made upon

| the water marks of former times in
{ the clearest manner. It gives the |
| condition of the bay many years

x
{ago, and its present condition, and it

shows how steadily the flow of mining
debris is filling up the surrounding water-
ways, and threatening navigation. The
map has not been engraved, but no doubt
| it could be lithographed at a small expense.

|
i It would be of great use in the coming dis-

| cussion of the debris question, and on a
|
{ I

| Congress would unquestionably permit a |

| be erected warehouses, from which the |

i copy of it to be furnished to the State.
i motion to thiseffect put in the form of a
| joint resolution would be all that was nec-

-

TEE FUSIONISTS IN MAINE.”

i essary.

The Fusionists in Maine appear to be |
preparing to recede from- their defiant |
Why they have been permitted |

| position.
| to keep up the pretense of a separate
i Legislature so long is not at all clear. If

| the Republican Administration and Legis- |

{ lature are the only lawful ones, it follows

that it is the daty of the authorities to
disperse or arrest them. It is possible
that the apprehension of resistance, liable

to involve particans on both sides in a

ministration to refrain from positive action
heretofore, but it is" clear that
be submitted to as
rangement, and that soonmer or later
Governor Davis and the Republican Legis-
lature will be compelled to vindicate the
{ legitimacy of their position by treating the
Fusionists as fomenters of sedition. The

thing further in the way of capturing the
State Government, will no doubt tend to
weaken the Fusion members who still hold
out. Evidently their best policy now is
they hang on the less likely does it appear

from their own faction.

A LIGHTMNING-ROD FRAUD.

As an illustration of the low grade of
scientitic knowledge commonly possessed it

long since incorporated in the West for
mzking a new kind of lightning-rods, the
principle of which was that they had no
connection with the earth. They were
laid along the ridge of the roof, and at
each end a point turned up. Of course
they were considerably worse than useless
as protectioa against lightning, for they
actually exposed the buildings to which

It is as es- |
mails |

The principle is pre- |
| railroad men) for the unjust discriminations

sent by telegraph ought to be guarded assa- |

always hesitate about trusting momentous |

matters to such an agency, and 1t is plain | x : : ;
| the other roads to unite with them in cut- |

ting down rates, aud so being compelled to

Partisanship ought to |

litical opponents hold out, and the busi- |

yroper representation from the Legislature |

that the Fusionists are law-breakers, and |

serious quarrel, may have induced the Ad- |
the |

spectacle of a double Legislature cannot |
a permanent ar- |

fact that the Democratic politicians gen-
| erally have given up all hope of doing any- |

unconditional surrender, and the longer

that they will obtain any effective support |

may be stated that a company was not |

they were attached. But they sold for all
‘that, and the company was making money,
when some educated man exposed the
franud. The company had the amazing im-

all reported, and a mass of questions of the | pudence to sue him for libel, and claim

| 50,000 damages, and he has procured let-
ters from every scientifie electrician in the
world, almost, declaring the so-called in-
vention a preposterous fraud. The com-
pany will be beaten, but the Western peo-
ple who bought the new kind of conduct-
‘ ors do not even yet appear to realize how
ezreiously they were swindled.

A GREAT PROJEOT.

How the Southern Facific Railroad will
Benefit California.

[Saeramento Correspondent S. F. Examiner.]
A good many of the railroad people are
{ here, and fro:m them I learn much of in-
% terest with regard to the Southern Pacific
{
{

ente l'llri:c, al
| tance to San Francisco than seems yet to be

| appreciated. Work on this road was stopped |

i last May, the heat of the Arizona desert
| being so intense during the summer that
{ work cannot be done to advantage. 1t was
| the intention to resume it again in October,
{ but another delay was caused by the busi-
| ness boom in the East, which so crowded
the rolling-mills with orders that the steel
rails which had been contracted for could
not be obtained with promptness. Now,
rails, ties and materials of
have been accumulated av
and on Monday last the

gang of men for the resumption

of work started from San Francisco
and have since been followed by other

however,

all kinds
the front,
| first ga

1 Sl
| bodies.

tions, but track-laying will proceed at the
| rate of from one to two miles a day. By
the time May %omes again the intensely

hot district will have been passed throngh, |
and the work will be pushed without stop |

until tide-wateron the Gulf of Mexico 18
reached. Within eizhteen months, or at
most two years, this road will be com-
| pleted from ocean to gulf, and a continuous
line of steel rails, owned by one company,
will stretch from San Francisco to Galve
| ton, and perhaps to New Orleans. Now
| this means not merely the opening of an-

a line of 1,600 miles from ocean to ocean,
instead of 3,000. It means a transconti-

{ controlled from the Pacific coast, and, no
| matter how selfish 1ts owners may be, con-
| trolled with a view to the settlement and
| d«-’\'clnpment of the Pacific coast.

{  The Central Pacific Railroad is now but
a single section of the great overland road,
and in all their arrangements relating to
through business its owr
at the mercy of the Eastern roads.
is the reason (I am giving the statement of

{ which compel Nevada wool-growers to first
| ship their,wool to San Francisco, to be
| brought back again on its way East, and

which makes 3 ticket from San Francisco |
| to New York cheaper than from Reno. |
| The Central Pacific people, they say, have |

long realized that these discriminations are
{ agamst their true interests, and have
wished to put down fares to such a low
| figure as to attract immigration, but have
been prevented by the demands of the
| other roads, the Union Pacific, especially
{ having been actuated by the policy
| of keeping the tide of immigration
from flowing west of Ogden, 1in
order that it might spread along its line,
taking up its lands and building up a way
business. Of the 265 charged for
grant tickets, the Central Pacific g

ts but

stand the brunt of the feduction them-
But with a road from
ocean to ocean, they will be masters of the
situation. They will not only be able to

carry passengers and freight as low as they

{ tively low rate.

]

| please from New Orlcans to the Oregon |
line, but they will be able to dictate terms |

to roads, which, when the Southern Pacific
| advances a iittle further eastward, will be
! anxious to make connection with it.
Duaring the next year and before tide-
water on the other side is reached, it is
| the intention, by building a road along the
| northern verge of the Mojave desert, to
{ avoid the heavy grade and the long tunnel
| on the present line of the Sonthern Pacitic
between San Francisco and Los Angeles.
{ This cut-off will be the main line over
which all the through busiress will be car-
| ried, only light local trains being run to
{ Los Angeles. Thus a road will be secured
between San
which will nowhere have a grade of over
| 42 feet to the mile, on which one locomo-
| tive will be able to pull 65 freight cars, and
i where there will be no difficulty from snow,

and the great expense of maintaining snow- |
rether |

sheds and lonz tunnels will . be alt
} u\':»j-ien]. 3 )
The owners of the Central Pacific already
have a line of steamers running from San
Francisco to China.  They propose to put
on between l,l\'('r]nml and thewr eastern
| termins a similar line of large iron steam-
| ers, which may be run swiftly and cheaply.
{ And this done, they will be preparea to
| compete with the Cape Horn route for the
| carrying trade of the Pacific coast, and
with the Suez Canal for the carrying trade
{ of Kastern Asia and Western Europe.

grain export of California. At all the
tions in our great interior valleys will

grain will be dumped in bulk into cars. |

Orleans it wiil be
of steamers, and

| At Galveston or New
emptied into the holds
| be raised at
elevators, thus avoiding the cost of hand-
| ling, and what 1s a still greater item, the
There will also be paid the
cost of insurance, all but a nominal rate

cost of sacks.

as well as three months’ interest. These
items taken into consideration, the charge
they propose will be so low that they will

| grain over their line, and in the cars, which
must be hauled back,'they propose to carry
heavy freight westward at equally low
rates, ’

Jut the great advantage of the Califor-
nia farmer will be that he will thus be en-
| abled to profit by every rise in Liverpool
I quotations. Now when wheat rizes in
| England tonnage rises in San Francisco,
{ and a great part of what should be the
profit of the California wheat-grower goes
in higher freights. ‘

benefit of increased prices.
I have not space to follow up this mag-

|
! nificent scheme in all its main features, to |

say nothing of its details. It involves the
| development of Southern California, of Ari-
{ zona and New Mexico and Western Texas,

of the Northern States of Mexico, and ulti- |

mately, of that rich table land which din,
ages ago was the seat of empire and civili-
zation. It involves the opening of a new
channel for the greatest trade of $he world;
| it involves such an impetus to the growth
| of California in population and wealth as

| has not been given since the discovery of |

gold.

|  That the railroad people consider the
{ Southern road as their *‘ big thing,” is very
¢lear, and the statement printed by the
| New York 7'ribune yesterday, of a sale by
| them of a large block of Central Pacific
stock is doubtless but a step in a well-de-
fined policy.

The net gain in population by last year’s
passenger arrivals in California was 9,477,
being less than for many years preceding.
For ten years ocean steamers have taken
away more passengers than they have
| landed. The Panama steamers last year
| brought 2.150 and took away 1,500 ; the
| China, 6,545 and 6,906 ; the Hawaiian
Island, Australian and New Zealand steam-
ers and ships brought only 1,926 and $ook
away 4,262; British Columbian vessels,
1.411 and 1,671, and Mexican, 549 and
204. Tke arrivals by rail were 472,811,

l The ©'Brien
L

enterprise of more impor- |

Unless some unexpected obstacle |
intervenes, there will be no more interrup- |

:rs are very mach |

This |

emi- |

36, they not having been able to induce |

selves, in order to make even a compara- |

Francisco and New Orleans |

They propose to take in this way all the |

Liverpool or London by |

between the Gulf port and the Englishport; |

be able to turn the whole export trade into |

The railroad rate being |
uniform, the wheat-grower will get the full |

PACIFIC SLOPE NEWS.

—_—

DIfPATCHES OF LAST NIGHT.

WESTWARD-BOUND PASSENGERS.

Uuasuccessful Attempt to Toison a Family
in Nevada.

GRAND ARMY ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

The Case of the O'Brien Fstate Submitted
Witheut Argument.

BNIA.

Estate €Case — Submitted
o Without Argument.
*Sax Fraxcisco, January 234.—The ex-
| amination on the opposition of John H.
Burke to the allowance of the account filed
hy the executors of the O'Brien estate was
eop ';1_\. for the purpo-e of u”uwil]{.’
on of an instrument signed by
Colew:an and Mrs, McDonough, the
7 itees named in the will, ap-
s eales of stock to James G. Fair
r 19, 1878, amonuting to $743,000.
July 20, 1878, aud acknowledged
efore a Notary Public January 23, 1880,
| and a duplicate of the original, which is lost.
| The e hen submitted for a decision of
; the referee without argument.
‘ Annual Encunpment of the G, A, R,
OAKLAND, January 23d.—The annnal en-
| cam nt of the Department of California
of the Grand Army of the Republic con-
| vened this morning 11:30 o’clock, in the
! Germania Hall building. The appointed
hour for assembling was 10:30 A. »., but, as
the San Francisco and other delegations were
| delayed by the fox on the bay, the camp-
| ment was not called to order until the hour
i There was a full attendance of
lepartment from all parts of
the coa Oregon and Nevada.
i After t appointment of mnittees and
| the usual introductory routine business had
‘lweu conducted, "a recess taken until
| afternoon.
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|
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delegates

was

San Jose President al straws,
| Sax Josg, Jannary 234 —The San Jose
| Herald has had interviews with 100 leading
| Demoerats and 100 Republicans, who give
| the following Presidential preferences : Dem-
ocrats— Field, 25; 19; Bayard,
| 15; Sevmour, 13 ; Hendricks, 13; Hancock,
Tilden, 6. Republic Blaine,

{0
()
| o3

| Washburne, 26; Gr man, 11;
Conkling, 13; ; Hayes,

{ 1. Non-committal—Dewmocrats, 4; Repub-
| licans, 6. Opposition to Grant is based on
seruples eoncerning a third term. Nine Re-

|
{ publicaus favor ld on general priuciples,
| and because he is a Californian,

} A Whale Ashore,
| WarsoNvIiLLE, January 23d. —A whale
about 60 feet long washed up on the beach
near this town last night.

i Yerdiet of Not Guilty.
BAKERSFIELD, Jannary 234.—In the case of

George Tibbet, for murder, the jury brought

| in a verdict last night of not guilty.

BT Pt N T

NEVADA.

Passengers Passing Cavlin for California.

CArLIN, January 23d.—The following
| passengers passed Carlin to-day, to arrive in
Sacramento to-morrow : Geo

r« W. Johnson,
| James D. Lynch, New Yurk City; Mirs.
{ Burnham and family, Omaba, Neb.; Miss
| Cochrane, New Orleans, La.; Mrs. L. Swarn,
Miss Emma Swarn, Iswa; .J. Johnson and
family, J. J. Kittel, New York City; S. N.
{ Burk, San Jos . S. Graves, New Orleans,
hu L. e, Cahifornia ; W, T, Curt-
i ; Charles C, Huff, In-

1, San Francisco ; J.

{ La.; Je

diana
W.0 s m A. Farish, Den-
ver, U J. Jot Kansas ; E.
H. Gammon and wife, ] . A, B.
Johnson, Wasl n, D Charles Hel-
wig, Indianaj . Ind McDBurney,
Pat. Rian, Elke, Nev.; 28 e ts, includ-
ing 21 males, to arrive in Sac uto Janu-
y 25th.
Diaboltcal Aitompi o Poi-on an Emtire
{ L amily.
| CARrsoN, Janunary 231.—On Monday last
at Sheridaun, a swall place twenty-two miles
south of Carson, Eutler, a n for-
merly a resident of i, Was of
| havirg poisoned ¢ e food in of

| Johr: Boston, with murderous intent.
| noon he bought a bottle of strychnine, and
| immediately after was seen hanging around
| Boston’s house. He was arrested a
what he did with the p«

d asked

n, and appeared

wuch frightened. He answered that he did
| not know. Butler’s house was then searched
‘:mni a strychnine bottle was found nearly
| empty. At 1 Pp. M., Peter Steffers, a German

{ farm-band employed by Boston, went into
{ Boston’s for Innch and took several bites of
| bread and butter lying on the table. The
| food tasted bitter, and he stopped eating and
| went into a2 saloon, where he was taken seri-
ously ill : f f Dr. Smith
| was cal pronounced it a case of
strychnive poisoning. All th
| ton’s honse was then exawined, and the
| bread, meat, vegetabies and preserves were
| found to be thickly covered with strychnine ;
it was even thrown in the water-bucket.
Steffers had noticed it on the butter and
| thought it v salt. The evidence against
Butler is circuinstantial ounly, there being
‘ nothing positive, though there is little doubt
| that he did it. PButler had made a pet of the
| seven-year-old duucshter of the sister-in-law
i of Boston, but the latter disliked the look
| Butler and had ordered him not to call agai
| at the house. It is supvosed that Butler was
| enraged in consequence and determined on a
terrible revenge. The examination of the
case closed vesterday at Genoa, and Butler
was he re the Grand Jury in
S5.000 bail, in default of which he \\“h- re-
| manded to jail. Steffers is still alive, with

food in Bos

| some possibility of his recavery.
|
]
|

SAN FRANCISCO ITEHMS.

|

{ [From San Francisco exclhanges of

January 23d.]

The force employed on the sea-wall has
| been increased to 175 men. About 150
1;)1115 have been driven for the third sec-
Lon.

| Bogus standard dollars of the issue of
{ 1879 are in circulation. They are a good
imitation of the original, and well calcu-
} lated to decetve.

From 10 to 25 per cent. of the domestic
| unmailable letters daily sent to the Dead
Letter Office from this city are addressed
! to Oakland, and are dropped into the Post-

office here with only a two-cent stamp on
them.
| The Board of Health met in executive
| session at the rooms of Mayor Kalloch, in
| the Palace Hotel, thismorminzs. Present
| Mayor Kalloch and. Drs. Douglass, Simp-
| son and Toland. It was decided to allow
{ the cabin passengers in the quarantined
| steamship City of Peking to ccme on
shore.

Cyrus S. Barnard and Charlss F.
having pleaded gnilty in the United States
| District Court of robbing the Santa Bar-
bara Postoflice, were sentenced by Judge
| Hoffman to-day, each to pay a fine of $50
| and to be imprisoned for six months. The
{ prisoners are 18 and 19 years of age re-
| spectively, and are represented to be well
| connected.

Two American ships came into pert yes-

terday with coal from Callao. It is re-
| lated of these vessels that both left Liver-
| pool on the same day, that both arrive Iat
and sailed from Callao within a day of
each, and that one arrived here yesterday
{ morning and the other yesterday afternoon.
| The names of these ships are the Alexander
| Gibgon‘and the Alexander Mc( ‘allum,
{ Daoring the year 1579, 27 vessels regis-
| tered at this port, aggregating 8,233 tons,
{ were wrecked, involving a loss of $700,000.
| Of these 19 were schiooners; 3 barks, 1
| steamer, 2 sloops, 1 brig zuul_l ship. The
| largest single loss was that of the steamer
Great Republic, valued at §360,000. The
number of persous drowned was 44 and 3
were killed by the breaking of a capstan.

About 425 men have been dispatchedd to
work on the eastern end of the Southern
Pacific, and no more will be required for
the present. Of this number some 125
were Chinamen. It is caleculated that one
mile of track will be laid a day, at which
rate it will take less than 65 days to reach
Tucson, and probably a third longer befere
the road will be completed to the Tomb-

(1089,

and the departures 280,869.

stone mining district,
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