
IN THE WEST.

\u25a0 A SACRAMENTAN IN ILLINOIS—WHAT
HE TH.IMG OF. THE COUNIEY. -

The Weather— lced sidewalks and Pedes-. trian Experiences -California Com-
pared with the We si

'
Farmingto.v (111.), January 19, ISSO.
I'eel that Iwillbe amply rewarded

and compensated forall trouble and expense
incurred in making the try) here. lam
enjoying myself ever so much. The peo-
ple here are very genial, kind and hospita-
ble—seemingly caunot do enough for their
own personal friends, but also cannot do
enough for their neighbors and townsmen's
friends. .re, in fact, the guest of one
familyis the gue3t of all, and all strive
and are retiring in their efforts to make

one comfortable and happy, and Imust say
that they certainly succeed most admira-
bly, for Inever had time pass more nn-
notieeably eu 1 rapidly than since my ar-
rival here, and you might say the same
rule wouldapply as to time ever since*l
left Sacramento. The system of

RAILWAY TRAVELING
Hi- been reduced and brought to such a

degree of perfection that but few persons
while traveling nowdays realize the fact
that they are making a journey which a

few years ago would have been regarded as
a great undertaking, one requiring the sac-
rifice of many of the comforts and enjoy-
ments of life. Now the wants and com-
forts of the traveling community are so
carefully provided for and, supplied that
not only distance but also time is toa great
degree annihilated. The great revolution
brought about by the completion of the
Central I'acilic and Union .Pacific Rail-
roads in the manner of "crossing the
plains

"
is wonderful and at the same time

very gratifying to those who have had ex-
perience of crossing the plains under the
old style—-with ox-teams in the days of
'49. Then it was not unusual for moun-
tains and peaks to remain in fullview for
days and sometimes weeks, until the tedi-
ous monotony of the scenery had shorn it
of all its beauty and interest. Now the
rapidity with which one scene followsan-
other has a tendency to present them in a
manner which portrays to the view and
mind of the traveler thefr true beauty and
grandeur, and the superiority of nature's
art over that of all human arts. Because
of these facts, time is almost made celerity
itself, and before Iwas aware of itIfound
myself in

FAUMIMiToN,ll.l.l\'>].-,

My first stopping place. Iarrived about
halt-past six in the evening, when 1 saw

scenes altogether different from those
Ihad been used to witnessing. While we
inCalifornia have almost every luxury in
the known world, and especially in the
way of cool things, from iced lemonades
to the frigiclness of the cheek of a confi-
dence man or stock operator

—
synonymous

terms
—

yet we do not have iced sidewalks,
as they do here. The iced sidewalk i^ a
Brand thing, and often the cause of man;
ludicrous scenes, and incident*, winch
in ike many people happy, for you know it
is bat human nature forsome jiofeel happy
at the discomfitures of others, when they
are not of too serioHS a character. The
iced sidewalk is one of the Tesults of
nature's art ; that is, man furnishes
the boards or brick for the foundation,
and nature the ice, which is of very su-
perior quality, usually from a quarter to
half an inch in thickness, and of a very
hard, flintycharacter, which makes itsus-
ceptible of receiving one of the most beau-
tifullypolished ami smooth surfaces imag-
inable ;French plate-glass is not to be com-
pared with it except as the opposite and
extreme of smoothness. In order to have
a tirst-clasi sidewalk of this kind it should
be raining with the thermometer about .'!4
above zero. The thermometer should then
gradually fallto about '-'2 above, when the
storm should cease, and then the ther-
mometer should go down ti about Hi' be-
low zero, as it was at intervals the first
two days Iwas here. AsIwas about to
step out of the carriage whichbrought me
from the depot, 1 was somewhat surprised
to see two ladies who were passing near by
fall. They laughed, of course, got upon
their feet again, and, by the aid of a fence,
passed on their wav rejoicing. As Ihad
not yet been introduced to the new style
sidewalk, Iknew nothing of its peculiar
characteristics, and consequently Iwas ig-
norant as to the cause of the ladies falling,
and asked the driver what "such conduct
as those meant !

"
He informed me that

such cases were quite frequent, and
\\ are caused from ice on the side-
walks, and at the same time admon-
ished me to be very careful or
Iwould meet with the same fate, and I
was careful and made my way into the
house all right. The next morning 1
started out on a tour of inspection and in-
vestigation, and found to my great surprise
and satisfaction that Icould navigate the
iced sidewalks with abaut as much ease
and skill as any of the oldresidents. Only
once did IthinkIsaw something of value
on the walk, and being of an acquiring
mind aud disposition, Ifeltimpelled to get
down on my hands and knees in order to
give ita more thorough and critical exam-
ination, which very soon resulted in prov-
ing to my entire satisfaction that there was
nothing of value there ;that it was an op-
tical or some otlier kind of a delusion ;
that 1had been duped, deceived, and was
the

rvsrsrE<-nNG victim
Of misplaced conlidenee, or something else.
However, Isoon regained my feet without
much difficulty, and went on my way re-
joicing, happy in the fact that it was not
any worse, and with the fulldetermination ,
not to permit the same thing to occur again |
it Iooald help it. Another peculiarity of !
the iced walkis that, notwithstanding the
tact you may start with company for n
walk, you frequently find yourself left
alone

—
unless you congeal to it

—
which is

caused cither by the company or yourself j
suddenly and without previous notice .

'or warning seemingly taking a notion i

to slii'.e -which is done in the litest im-
proved, most artistic and graceful style—
for a distance of ten or fifteen feet in one j
direction or another, and it is just as likily
to be another as one. In order to be able j
to navigate iced walks welland withentire i

•afaty, one ought to be a first-class gym-
nastic and acrouatic performer.

THK WXATHKB
For the last two weeks has been very sim-
ilar to California weather during rainy ]
times. Ithas been damp and foggy, rain- !
ing at times, with the thermometer rang-

ing from 40" to 58" above zero ;in fact it j
bM ben a fair sample of the most diaagree- j
able weather we have, and Ido Ml
-itistied with it, because, as Itell my !
friends here. Idid not travel 3000 miles i

and over for the purpose of experiencing |
much had and disagreeable weather, such

as we regard of the very worst character I
inCalifornia. What Iwant is cold wea:h-
er, so that Ican test whether a Califorman i

can stand it here with any satisfaction or

not The idea entertained by most C.ili-
fornians is that they conld not stand, with j
any degree of satisfaction, the severe cold j
we"ather of the Eastern and Northwestern |
States. This Ibelieve to be an erroncur.
idea, for the few days of cold weather
Ihave had the pleasure of enjoy-
ing here did not seem to affect me

M much, in an unpleasant way. as it did
some of the old residents. In fact, I

'

rather liked it, enjoyed it ever so much, I
and only wishImay have an opportunity
of experiencing more just like it, orcolder
for that matter. Another thing which |

struck me as peculiarly strange is the fact j
that they have |

NO SALOONS

In the town. A place of this size inCal-
ifornia1 would have at least twenty-five or

thirty such places. Many old Californians
wouldnot like this ;they would feelas if
they had been deprived of their rights and
aberties, that they had no place to go,
where they could speild their evenings in
an enjoyable m»nnet by investing their
limitedcapital in a way that would bring
them increased returns, tor itis said, and I
believe very truthfully too, that by invest-
ing in a business-like way from fifteen to
thirty cents, men become Buddenly pos-
sessed of immense fortunes and wealth, in
their minds, and they would think it hard
to be deprived of this pleasure.

There are many other things thatIwould
like to say something about, butIhave not
the time at present to do so. Iwillreit-
erate, however, what Isaid at the begin-
ning, and Isuy it in all sincerity, that I
feel 1willbe amply repaid and compensated
for all trouble and expense incurred in
making this trip. Ishall return fullysat-
isfiedmat California, with its varied cli-
mate, and posse a ng as it does all the
requisites a:;d resources of an empire or
great nation, richnot only initsmineral
but also in its agricultural and horticultural

;ic of which are inexhausti-
ble, its iron, lead, copper, cinnabar, silver
and gold, and other valuable minerals, its
vaei corn, barley and wheat fields, togei r
with its great variety "f fruit productions,
the quality of which is not surpassed by
nny and equaled by but few countries
known to civilization, has everything t;>

make itone of tIK;bust countries to live in
in the world. Ihave all the time been
educated, or in some way permitted myself
to believe and many others are of the
same mind that we in California were
only in a semi-civilizi d condition, that we
were to a degree barbaiians, isolated, and
consequently deprived of the benefits usu-
ally enjoyed by the inferior from asso-
ciating and mingling with those who possess
irtore intelligence, refinement and Chris-
tianized sentiments, allof whichIfind are

EKBOXSOUS IDEAS,

And that to take the people of California
as a mass, they will compare favorably
with the people of any other country or
nation. Iwas somewhat disappointed -in
the condition of improvements here. Iex-
pected to see better and more costly resi-
dences, both in tho towns and country, arid
especially in the old settled, good agricult-
ural districts. Take the same chaiaeter
of districts in California, and as a rule
they have better and more costly resi-
dences, while in the undeveloped districts,
aa a matter of course, we are behind, for
the reason that those who occupy the lands
have not been on them long enough tomake
such improvements as th'iy would like to,
and as they Mill be able to do a
few years hence. At first Ithought it
strange that it should be so, but when
Icame to think over the matter a
littleIcould easily understand why it
was so. Here they all have good, cosy
comfortable homes, which, as a rule, have
been built for a long time, and now that
they have them they do not feel like de-
stroying them, in order to make an oppor-
tunity to build more costly ones. While
in California, those who made faming
their vocation were, as a general thing,
when they went upon and occupied their
lands, too poor to build anything more
than a very plain, common house to live
iv, until they became able to build a more
comfortable and costly dwelling, and as a
general thing they lived in their cheap and
rudely-constructed abodes until they be-
carai' amply able»to build better ones,
which they do in the latest improved style,
without much'regard to expense. Ihave
also learned that

THE
"EECOBD-UNION,"

As a newspaper
—

miiulyou, I<lo not wish
to be understood .19 meaning in a political
sense

—
is one of the best papers published

in the United States of America. Not-
withstanding the fact that Ihave an op-
portunity yf reading the local daily papers,
including Chicago papers, and thu Record-
I'niun is live days old whenIget it, yet I
tiudnews in it from different parts of the
world which is not in the others, and it
seems to me that it would be almost in-
dispensable to residents of California who
are coming Kast, for it is certainly worth
forty first-class correspondents in keeping
one posted in home affairs. Ileave hero
to-day for Washington, but do not expect
to arrive there until Saturday, the 24th,
a^ Iintend to stop at one or two places
between here and there. Yours respect-
fully, K. D. Stephens.

THE ROADS AGAIN.

Tlis Complainant Responds to the "Road
Supervisor."

Ens. EecorD-Usion : In my communica-
tion of December 2Gth Icertainly did not
invite a conflict with the Iload Supervisor of
District 31, and still do not, as he does not
know that superintenteuts and supervisors aie

synonymous (as much so as mamma and
mother are the same). Ihave not the pleas-
ure of an acquaintance with Pixley's mule,
as your correspondent from District 31 h:i«,
but my knowledge of the mule's fatheris that
he could explain the roads to Stockton with
much more intelligence than the correspond-
ent from District 31. As to rushing into
print, complaining ahout the impassable con-
dition of the roads, Isaid nothing about that.
1referred to the roads as being easily kept
inorder, and have no doubt but that they are
all in splendid condition

—District 31 as good
as my own district, which Ukept in as good
condition as anyone need want. My whole
object was the good of the county, and to
endeavor to lower the taxes levied upon the

!people, and to have taxation more practical,
so that the county might receive all the ben-
efit of well-kept roads, with taxation reduced !
one-half. The counties adjoining Sacramento
county

—
Solano and San Joaquin

—
collect a

road tax of .%2, and no doubt withas good re-
fuita as Sacramento in collecting >M

—
as, for

example, the United States Internal Revenue
Department recommended the lowering of
the tax on spirits from S2 a gallon to sixty
cents, from which the Government realized I

!a greater revenue. Collet-tins the S4 is im-
| practicable. The two days' work instead is
!without results, as fiftycents would pay for j
Imore work done than the two days' work
!amounts to. Your Supervisor goes out |
ito collect the taxes, a>id tlyi first ;
. man as-ked for taxes is Mr. Joues.

$u]>ervisor
—"

Mr. Jones, your mad
tax is $4. ran you let me have the money f

| Jones—" Your taxes are very high. 1have
in the house only $4. My wile told me this ,

\u25a0 morning the flour was all gone, and that our I
child was sick and niuirt have medicnie, and j

jit willtake all the money Ihave to supply
!our wants. Imtut beg you to excuse me."'
! Your Road Supervisor is supposed to have a
j heart within him. He next comes to a camp
I of Chinamen and »ays, "John. Iwant S4 for

road tax."
"
Ino have got," says John.

'Supervisor —
"Come. John, give me the

money. You no give me the money, the j
devil will get you." John

—
"Me no sabie j

deveil. Me sabie Georsne, me s&bie Pook :!
me no «al>ie .leveil. 'Where he live? Walnut i
Grove V Supervisor—" He lives everywhere.

i You no pay, he put you in the fire and burn
j you just now. He is out there in the bush."
|The Chinaman flees to the mountains, and
j there is no money from him. The Sujwrvisor
j then goes to our Postmaster and says,

"
Mr.

j ,Iwant .*4 for your road tax, or else
you nm*t Work on the road for two days."

iMr. replies, "
Icannot work on the road.'

1 MD compelled to keep the Postoffice open.
Bat Isuppose if you demand the S4, Iwill

;have to pay the money ;so here it is." There
i>. in fact, no law compelling a man to do

!impossible things, and were this a test case
!before a United State* Court. Ibtlieve the
, money would have t»i be refunded. Xo doubt
j the Court would hold that where a Postmas-

'\u25a0. ter was compelled to keep his office open, a
county could not compel him to work on a

I public road far two days, W'th no one to re-
!ceive or deliver the mails. What we all wish
;is that our equity Supervisors examine into
i rhis matter of working o'nr roads in the most
| practical manner consistent with the good'

)i \einmentof the county. Ihave not re-
ferred to4

the matter witb any disrespect to'
the Supervisors of the county. A. T.

The Western Oregon Railroad is now
cleared, and trains are running regularly to
Independence. The track has been laid
on the extension to within three miles of
Corvallis.

OUR LETTER-BOX.

iCURIOUS AND STATISTICAL QUESTIONS
ASKED AND ANSWERED.

]CorrespondenU willwriteupon but one tide of the
(sheet and make their questions as concise ua
possible. Replies by contributors to questions
bycorrespondents willbe liven vbfa&cpomfiauisd
by the name anil address of the writer.]

Answers Received. \
Meerschaum (toNo. 35).—Meerschaum

is from the German (foam of the sea). jIt
is not, however, foam of the sea, but is a

silicated magnesian mineral found chiefly
in Greece and Turkey. Abel, Chico.

In answer- to No. 35, "Is meerschaum
petrified sea-foam?" Ireply, no;it is mag-
nesian silicate. The name meerschaum is

from the German, mid fcignifits "foam of
the sea." Itwas given this name because
of its lightness.

Inanswer to No. 45, "Does black-lead
contain any lead ?" Ireply, no; it is one
of the forms of carbon. Most specimens
contain iron. It is sometimes found in
crystals, hiving the figure of a short, six-
sided prism, a form bearing no- geometric
relation to that of the diamond.

11. I..Miu.ru, Black's Station.
Lacquer (toNo. 37). —Ido not believe

any one but the Japanese possess the secret
of making .Japanese lacquer. Generally
lacquer is a yellow varnish made of shellac
in alcohol, colored by gamboge, .-.itFron,
annotto, etc. C. L., Sacramento.

Whalebone (to No. :>Si.— Tell "M.M."
that whalebone is not bone. The whale-
bone whale (Baluna mystieetot) is so
called, but the

"
bone

"
is a substitute for

teetlf, and develops from a pulp and ex-
ternal membrane. and differ only in form,
and in less proportion of earthy matter.
So Bays iiandu. JUKIDB, San i'raucisco.

Mosaic Gold (to No. 39). —
Mosaic gold

is bisulpburet of tin ;a yellow, flaky sub-
stance, sometimes employed in ornamental
japan work. Itis sometimes applied to a
superior kind of brass, and toa yellowalloy
vicopper, zinc aud gold.

J. 8.,Sacramento.

Black-Lead (to No. 4.")).—Black-lead is
a compound -of carbon with a minute quan-
tity of iron. S. L., Sacramento.

Lottkkies (to No. 50).
—

-Lotteries are
ascribed originally to the liomans, who in-
vented them as ameans of amusement only.
The earliest Knglish lottery was drawn in
1569, when 400,000 tickets were sold at 10
shillings each, with prizes chiefly of plate.
The proceeds were devoted to the repair of
harbors of the kingdom and other public
works. Luthkk H. C, Marysville.

Answers Wanted.
Answers are still wanted to:

No. 40. Is salad oil oil for salads ?

No. 41. Who discovered the tomato to
be tit for food?

No. 42. When did the lost ship Presi-
dent sail '!

No. 43. Who crooked the letter S?
No. 44. Whence thesaying, "Letthe cat

out of the bag?"
No. 4(5. Who invented the violin?

No. 47. Who spoke of Italyas "Alarge
and lovely prison, a par.idise for the eyts,
a hell for'the heart?"

No. 48. What is jingoism in English
politics ?

No. 49. Who proved that friction be-'
tween ice lumps generates heat enough to
melt the surfaces in contact ?

New Questions.
No. 51. Tenie [H. asks for a receipt to

color buckskin gloves.
No. 52. Whence the unine Mississippi ?

C. 1).

No. 53. Why will a lump of ice bus
peuded on two wires biuk and pass the
wires through as it melts and fall off still
a solid lump! StcDBKT.

No. "vl. What sized box willa barrel of
water fill? S. T.

No. ;V>. How came Friday to be known
as an unlucky day ? M. M. S.

[This has been once answered in the
Rbcobd-UkioH, but the

"
Box

"
is open

fsr other or further explanations.]
No. SG. Willsome one be kind enough

to tell me what German poet wrote the
lines which have been translated as fol-
lows:

'

Three horsemen halted the inn before,
Three horsemen entered the oaken door
And loudlycalled for the welcome cheer
That was wont to greet the travekr here.

Cecil.
No. 57. Why did Pope Alexander 111.

flee before Anti-Pope Octavien in the
twelfth century Who was that Anti-
Pope?

* . JI'NIUS.
No. 58. Who wrote the song "Robin

Adair?
"

The authorsnip is disputed.
S. L.

No. 59. Whence came the peculiar title
"Plon-plon?" Esther H.

TACTS AND FANCIES.
"Backsheesh," the Turkish word for

gratuity, is now thoroughly naturalized in
English. The thing was there already.

Turkish officers consider themselves in-
sulted when bribed directly. They re-
ceive pecuniary favors only through an in-
termediary, and in the prescribed form.

Says a recent essayist : "The house-
breaker rarely does more than seize an of-
fered opportunity. He lives on the care-
lessness, as well as on the property of his

The skylark, a bird over which Shake-
speare, Shelley and other poets have palpi-
tated in lyrics, is much liked by the Lon-
don lower classes. Hundreds of specimens,
three or four in a bunch, festoon the poul-
terers' shops at Christmastide, preparatory
to being baked in pies.

The Boy of Tunis is seventy years old,
and ha3no ships, little money, and badly
armed and dressed soldiers. There are
150,000 Jews in the city

—
one-fifth of the

entire population. The women wear no
skirt* of any kind ;they have long stock-
ings of many hues.

Holiday reflection :
"
It was useless to

wish a Merry Christmas to those who cul-
tivated gloom and severity on three hun-
dred and 9ixty-four days out of the three
Uundred and sixty-five, or to desire a
Happy Xew Year to the hypochondriacal ]

'\u25a0 and self-tormenting temper which has been j
iendeavoring to make itself miserable dur-
ing the past twelve months." —[New York
Post.

A hundred years ago a writer in the
Comtoitiewr, an English weekly, said con-
iterning Christmas :"There is no rank of
Ipeople so heartily rejoiced at the arrival of
!this joyfulseason as the order of servants,
ijourneymen, apprentices, and the lower
!sort of xieople in general." Many of the

upper classes, on the contrary, trembled at
the approach of Christmas, as it was"

made a sanction to every petty mechanic
to break in upon their joy. and disturb a
gentlAWu's jepose, by bringing in his
bill."

The coolie women who till the coffee
plantations of Southern India, says a
:<.']-<i_-n correspondent, have one pretty
habit whichIalways admired, and itmade
me regret their generally slovenly dress.
There Is in the jungle a flower which,I
think, is known in England by the name
of the Indian marigold. It resembles a
double stock in shape, and is of a warm
yellowand brown color. This is a "Samee,'"
or sacred flower, and is as holy as is the
lotos to the orthodox Hindoos, while itcan
protect the wearer frum all sorts of evils.
The coolie women have long black hair ;it
is not very clean, but at a short distance
is certainly very lustrous and picturesque,
and when these

"
Samee flowers," with

their pale green leaves and tiery buds, are
twisted amon^ the tresses as gracefully as

women always know howto do such things,
whether white or black, the effect becomes
striking and artistic, though whether it
proves, as alleged, effectual in warding off
aches and plagues is op«n to doubt.

NEWS TAILINGS.

Very littlesnow left at Bodie.
Austin wants a chain-gang for tramps.
Eureka is to have a dramatic association.
To incorporate Bodie 13 the effort now.
Hogs are starving to death near Bel-

mont.

Last year 178"mortgages were recorded
in B<#die.

MikeOwens, who killedTrover of Can-
delaria is in jail.

The works for bringing water into Bodie
are about completed.

The Sisters' Hospital near Tucson, Ari-
zona, was dedicated last week.

Keep away from Lcadville. You have
to pny your board in advance.

The Mammoth City Herald comes in
Ooiors this week, but it is nevertheless
brimful of news.

The editor of {he Tehama Tocsin was
thrown from a buggy last week and
seriously injured.

Chim.se are no more to be employed in
any manner on Nevada county roads, oi in
any capacity except as interpreters.

A < Salaveras Chinaman handed himself on
the 11th instant, because he thought from
tlie eclipse of tiie sun the worldhad come
to an end.

The Boca Brewery had a narrow esca n
from lire the other day. The flames made
considerable progress, but were subdued
by the workmen.

A Bodie man has invented a car that
runs fgrom the shaft to the dump, unloads
and returns entirely of its ownmotion, re-
quiring no one to attend to it.

Mrs. Norwood received her appointment
as I'ostmistress at Behnont on Tuesday,
and is tUe tirst lady that^ever received
tuuh an appointment inNevada.

Icicles the size of a man's bjdy fringe
the mouths of the mountain tunnels along
the Central Pacific, and constantly endan-
ger the brakemen ou top dl" the freight
cars.

During the past season over 40,000 head
of California sheep were driven into Col-
orado. The average price obtained per
head was : Ewes, $3 ; wethers, §2 50;
lambs, *-.

Exclaims the Bodie Free Pit**: No
incorporation, no sewerage ;no sewerage,
plenty of sickness uuxt spring. But incor-
poration means extra expense, and that
indicates a growl.

We learn that the farmers in the Clark's
valley country have got every available
acre in graiu this season. The crops are
looking splendid and the planters are in
high spirits.

—[Fresno Expositor.
During 1579 the Helena postoflice re-

ceived aud disbursed upwards of £1)00,000.
In the same time and same line of business
the Salt Lake city office exceeded the
Helena otiice by less thau STo.OOO.

An intelligent Italian, who has been
familiar with olive culture from his in-

fancy, says that eventually the California
olive will surpass the best produced in
France or Spain. Itis now larger and of
bjtter flavor, and yields an oilequal to the
imported article.

A correspondent of the Ortgoiucm, at
Rockville, "Wasco county, says : The mer-
cury ranges from 10 to '20 degrees below
ztro. We lost seventy head ot sheep,
mostly old ewes and late lambs, frozen to
death. One of our neighbors lost his entire
band and his header.

At Walla Walla, Washington Territory,
last Monday night, whita thu teachers and
pupils were at tlie City Hall enjoying the
festival, some one went through the build-
ing and robbed the school children of all
their pocket money. The totalproceeds of
the enterprise were about 8-0.

The people of Gutter Creek have effected
the organization of a I'olice Department,
and the boys of that town will hereafter
be obliged to retire from th>: streets at S
o'clock ]'. M. They willbe informed when
th.it hour arrives by an alarm from a tri-
angle erected lor tluit juirpoßu by tho citi-
zens, v hich was tested on Tucday. Jiood-
luma, beware !

The Winnemucca Silver State Rays that
a party of woodchoppera have discovered
new miues in the Kose creek mountains,
about fourteen milts south of Wiune-
mucca. Pieces of ore from one of the
leilges discovered have been brought to
town and are very rich in silver, some
specimens assaying .*.">,OUO to tho toD in
silver.

The Bismarck (Dakota) Tribune says:
The several hundred men working on the
extension of the Northern I'acilic in the
bad lands and on this side of them are hav-
ing a pretty rough time of it. With ex-

treme and unusually cold weather and
short supplies and little fuel, it will be a

matter of wonder if many of them do not
suffer.

William Nichols, a young man employed
for the past month at the Oakland Honse,
Bodie, as a bar-tender, attempted to com-
mit suicide, or at least it was supposed so,

Friday night. He took an immense dose
of absinthe and went to bed. In a little
while his actions created alarm, and Dr.
Deal was called. The doctor applied some
antidotes, and ina short time Nichols was

restored to consciousness.
On account of an abundance of rain thus

far this season, very favorable reports as to
prospects for grain crops, etc., are received
from different parts ot California. Of all
the reports sent forward, very few are as
favorable a9those from Napa valley. But
this valley never fails to produce well, and
the reports, therefore, are good at any
time almost without exception. —[Calis-
togan.

W. H. Nash and Mr. Lamb, old Napa-
ites, now livingin Santa Rosa, were run-
uing a tunnel into their mine, near Coul-
terville, when they uncovered, sixty feet
below the surface, a wooden maul and sev-
eral wedges. The implements are white
oak wood, and in a good state of preserva-
tion,showing the marks of a sharp cutting
instrument in their fashioning. Trees tive
feet in diameter are now growing on the
surface.

Three ricn started from the Savage mine
during one of the recent storms, on snow-
shoes, lor Sierra City. One of them gave
out entirely, and the party retained and
made a fresh start the next day. The at-
mosphere was chillingand the wind Mew a
perfect hurricane, darkening the air with
tine snow so they could not see twenty feet
ahead of them. One had his right hand
fi\.zen and another a wrist severely frost-
bitten.—[Do'wnievilleMessenger.

The Plumas National says : The storm
of last week was the most severe ever seen
in this cotfhty since the coming ofthe first
settler. The snow-fall was not extremely
heavy, but the wind was perfectly furious
in the higher localities, and itis something
wonderful that no more loss of life oc-

curred than is reported. The fall of tim-
ber in large quantities is reported from
every quarter, and bad the ground not
been frozen there is no telling how much of
it would have been destroyed.'"

At Darwin, on the l'2th instant, a man

by the name of Chris Norwood accidentally
killed himself with a shotgun. The gun
was lying on a bale of hay inSpill's corral,
and "in taking hold of it the deceased
caught itby the muzzle and commenced to
pull it toward him, when one of the ham-
mers caught in the hay and was raised
sufficient to discharge one barrel, the en-

tire contents of which—wads and shot-
entered his stomach, and caused death in
about half an hour. He was supposed to
be a German, between 35 and 40 years of
age, and was in company with-I. P. Au-

jderson traveling on their way from Lone
jPine to Resting Springs. „____

The storm at Lake Tahoe last week is said
to have been one of the most severe ever ex-

perienced. Parties from there say that
the wind blew a regular hurricane.
There was not such a heavy fillof snow,
but the Bleet and wind played sad havoc.
The gales that rushed down the sur-
rounding canyons were regular stem-
winders, and caused the lake to boil like

a caldron. The sfeamship Niagara was
uninjured, but the steamship Governor
Blaisdel was seriously crippled, and it will
take some time to repair the damage.
Captain Avery lost one of his barges,
which was sunk. The damage done
around the lake will amount to many
thousand dollars.

SCIENCE AND INVENTION.

Voice is Fishes
—

S. E. Pool, in a late
number ofNature, gives an account of an
interesting observation of his own in sup-
port of the claim that fishes possess a fac-
ulty of voice. He states that, when en-
,'agid in a survey of the Disang Kiverin
Eastern Assam some six years ago, he had
occasion to sound the depth of a pool.
When seated in a small cauoe and slowly
nearing it,he suddenly became aware of
the presence of a number of fish called
"mahar." They were evidently attract-
ed by the canoe, and Mr. IVol surmised
that, they might possibly think it a huge
dead fish. \Vhile watching their move-
ments, he became aware of a peculiar
"cluck" or percussive sound

—
frequently

repeated, on all siilis, and coming from
below, but near by. This was soon
traced to the mahsir, and one of them
made distinct sounds which were ansu ered
l>y others. He further states that in
sniru- parts of Eastern Assam a large bi-
valve siujiS inconcert with others.

NuwTtrßß-CuANEB.
—

Of the great num-
ber of appliances for cleaning boiler tubes,
buth by BOrapen and brushes, the latent
and most novel machine is a revolving
scraper, designed to lie driven by steam.
At the end of an ironpipe, that is at once
handle and steam pipe, is fixed a rose-
shaped soraper. Inside the pipe is a helix,
or wheel withcurved wing*, trie to turn in
the pipe and secured to the rose-head
scraper. Steam is admitted to the lower
end of the pipe through a flexible hose. A
stop cook ia provided to control the steam
and the machine has two wooden haudle.s
for guiding the apparatus. The scraper is
thrust into the tube to be cleaned and
steam is let into the apparatus, escaping
at the end, causing the helical-wheel to re-
volve quickly. Air at the same time is
drawn into the pipe and the mingledsteam
an 1 air escape into the tube at the end.
Tlie wheel causes the scraper to revolve aa
itis pushed forward, the steam softens and
loosens the dirt, driving it forward and out
at the other end of the tube. The nov-
elty of this device consists in giving a ro-
tary motion to the scraper by means of
the steam jet. The apparatus, it is re-
ported, willenable one man to clean one
hundred tubes in about twenty minutes,
and as the work is done quickly, it may
t»e repeated every day at a material gain
in the useful effect of the fuel. The idea
seems to be one that could be applied to
the cleaning of allkinds of flues, tubes and
pipes, tor either gases, smoke or water.

A Pbjcocious Ce.nti'ky-Pi.ant.
—

There
is now (January) a line century plant
(Agave Americana) in full bloom, in the
conservatory of John llocy, at Hollywood,
Long Branch, New Jersey. This plant is
only twelve years old. The notion of this
aloe only blooming when a hundred years
old is limplya tradition of the elders. It
all depends on the environment and chiefly
temperature. Blooming at-the age of fifty
years is common. To get the plant into
bloom at twenty-five years is considered
quite satisfactory by the gardeners, but
this instance of one flowering at twelve
years, in a conservatory, must be accounted
as unique.

New Coi.okini; Matters. —
The chem-

ists S.ivigny and Colineau have discovered
a method of obtaining innocuous coloring
matter from the red cabbage. This sub-
stance is known as cauline, and is useful in
painting, fur printing fabrics and for dye-
ing. The process is as follows: Cut the
interior of the cabbage and the stnlks of
the leaves in small pieces and place them
in boiling water in the proportion of one
and a half kilogramme ot leaves to three
liters of water. The infusion is left about
t.vinty-fuur hours to macerate, then the
leaves are taken out and submitted to
prauare to sijueeze out the water, which is
added to the liquidinfusion. This cauliue
is of a violet-blue color. It forms the base
of a series of derivatives which
constitute the precipitates of vari-
ous colors. For instance, to obtain aru-
cittiVnir, two grammes ot baryta are
added to five hundred grammes oi cauline
cold ;this produces a clear green dye. To
obtain ehlorocaloicauline, which is a bluish
green, one hundred grammes of anhydrous
chloride of calcium are added to half a kilo-
gramme of cauline. A false br»nze color
is obtained by adding one hundred to live
hundred grammes chloride manganese and
live grammes baryta to lire hundred
grammes oanline ;this is called mangoeau-
dine. Zincocarbocauliue, which is an ultra-
marine blue, is obtained by introducing
forty grammes chloride zinc and twenty-

five grammes carbonate soda to five hun-
dred grammes cauline.

New Drawini;Apparatus.
—

A new ap-
paratus for assisting artists and draughts-
men in making drawings of buildings,
landscapes, iigures and other irregular ob-
jucts seen in perspective, employs a table
made in two parts, one portion being of
clear glass, the other of wood. The table
is pivoted on a standard, so that itmay be
placed at any angle, and when in use i3
secured nearly upright in front of the ob-
ject to be copied, with the glass portion
uppermost. From the lower end is sus-
pended a rod, that may be raised or low-
ered at will, supporting a pantagraph, the
tracing point of which rests on the glass,
while the pencil rests on the wooden part
of the table. From the frame that sur-
rounds the glass extends an arm, bent at
right angles, so as to bring the end in front
of the glass. At the end of this arm is a
small hole or sight. Inuse the apparatus
is placed before the statue, building or
other object to be sketched, and this arm is
adjusted so that wiien the eye is in sight,
a view of the object Can be obtained
through the glass. Drawing paper is placed
on the wooden part of the table, and the
pantagraph is adjusted so that the tracing
point may be moved over the glass while
the pencil moves over the paper. The
operator, looking through the sight, causes
the point to move over the glass in line
with the object seen, following its outline
and chief lines, while the pencil at the
same time gives a reduced copy on the
paper. The apparatus appears likely _to
prove of some va'ue as an aid in making
copies of statuary, figures and irregular
buildings, as a preliminary inmaking more
finished pictures. It may also prove of
use in illustrating the principles of per-
spective in drawing classes.

BY THE STREAM.

Sweet taneled banks, where ox-eyed daisies stow
And scarlet poppies gleam :

Sweet chan;oii(r lights, that ever come and jo
Upon the quiet stream !

Once more Isee the flash of splendid »ii..--.
As dragon flies (litby ;

Once more for me the small (edge warbler sings
lleneath a sapphire sky.

Once more Ifeel the simple fresh content
Ifound in stream and soil :

When jrold«nsummers slowlycame and went
And mine was all their spoil.

Ifind amid the honeysuckle flowers,
And shy forget-me-not.

Old boyish memories of lonely hours,
Passed in this silent spot.

Oh, God of na'ure, how thy kindness keeps
'Some changeless things on earth !

And he who roams far. off and toils and weeps,
Come* home to learn their worth.

Gay visions vanish, worldlyschemes may fail,
Hope prove an idle dream,

But still the blossoms flourish, red and pale,
Beside my native stream.

There have been more cures of seminal
weakness, nervous <;»bilityand paralysis made
t.y the wonderful English remedy, Sir Astley
Cooper's Vital Restorative, than by all other
remedies combined. Why will you surfer?
Send to A.E. Mintie, M. D., No. 11Kearny
street, San Francisdo, for the Restorative, ana

he cured. Price, 63 i*r bottle;four times
the nuantitv. *10. Try a bottle.

From the London Xncx: "No sane
duck, however greedy, would touch the
mud that is now suffered to plaster the
streets of London."
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lished west' of New York.
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THE WEEKLY UNION FOR 1880.
Fully determined that the WEEKLY UNIOXshall possess every element of a great

literary, news and commercial journal, arrangements have been perfected toenrich every
department of the paper for the year 1880. In pursuance of this general plan, we are
happy to announce to the readers of the WEEKLY UNION that an arrangement
has been effected whereby a new and deeply interesting story by the celebrated
writer, 15. L. Faiueox, author of so many clever and absorbing novels, willbe published
in this journal during this year.

'This story has been procured at a large expense,
and in order to secure prompt transmission, it willbe cabled across the Atlantic to
New York. No other paper or periodical in the United States will have it, and the
WEEKLY UNION will therefore furnish its readers with a continuous tale by one of the
first novelists of the day, in addition to its other departments. The fame which Mr.
Faiueon has won is fully justified by his originality, power, pathos, and descriptive
capacity. In such stories as "London's Heart,"

"
Bread and Cheese and Kisses," and

many other works, he has shown an appreciation of popular yearnings and homely passions
and trials such as few modern authors beside Dickens have manifested. Allhis novels have
been extremely wellreceived, and the new story which the KECOKD-UNION is about to
lay before its readers willdoubtless fullysustain the high reputation of the author.

The WEEKLY UNION for 1880 willalso be enriched by the prize stories for which
we have offered considerable premiums, and as \bese are to illustrate life inCalifornia under
three very different conditions and forms of povttnment, they willcombine instruction with
entertainment, and stimulate a desire to study the romantic and fascinating history of the
Golden State. In addition to these attractions we may state that arrangement!) are in
progress by which advanced sheets of all new novels by the first authors of the age, both in
Europe and the United States, willbe secured for the WEEKLY UNION. The best pro-
ductions of Wilkie Collins, Charles Keade, George Eliot, Anthony Trollope, Mrs. Oliphant,
and many others, willthus be brought within the reach of all who take this paper. Nor
must ithe forgotten that these arrangements are altogether beyond and outside of the regular
news and literary and editorialdepartments of the paper, allof which willbe kept up to the
highest possible standard of excellence, as heretofore. From time to time new features of
interest will be added to the paper, nor willeffortand enterprise be checked until itis made
not merely the equal hut the superior of any weekly journal published on the continent.

The WEEKLYUNIONispublished in semi-weekly parts, comprising EIGHT PAGES
INEACH PART, thus presenting SIXTEEN PAGES EACH WEEK.

it. Notwithstanding this double issue, it is offered at the low rate of only

_£» 3E3 3E3, -____s_"_3ST'Cr IKE!

Free of all postage, either inClubs or to single subscribers.

S3" AllPostmasters are authorized to act as Agents. All postage willhe paid at
this office. __. __. _? 13 £6

-
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THE WEEKLY UNION FOR 1880.
The time has arrived when it is in order to remind the readers of the WEEKLY

UNION that a new year is about to begin. In advising them to renew their subscriptions
to this journal, we feel no more hesitation than they need do who recommend to their neigh-
bors the best article in the market. To our old readers it is not necessary to say even so
much. To those who have read the paper but a brief period, itmust have spoken for itself
in most respects. To all, however, we will say that whatever merits the WEEKLY
UNION possesses now shall be multiplied in the coming year.

The Paper, is Meant to be the Best on the Pacific coast,

And to make itthe best neither brains nor capital have been or willbe spared. Itis, above
all things, a thoroughgoing, determined, and reasonable journal. It does not espouse
issues or advocate theories m defend doctrines because somebody, or some party, cr some
school, has done so previously.

Itasks its readers to accept nothing that is not proved. Itcautions them against form-
ing convictions without evidence. It seeks to accustom them to insist on verifying all
important propositions.

ITS GENERAL POLICY
Is liberal, progressive, tolerant, and scrupulous in regard to all questions of morality.
Itendeavors to help its public to a higher"rather than tempt them to a lower plane. It
sacrifices nothing to faction. Itputs the good of the country first. Itaims at those
measures which are best adapted to secure the greatest happiness of the greatest num-
ber. Itbelieves in genuine popular education ;in economical and honest and efficient
government, consequently in civil service reform ;in the development of all national and
local resources in social as well as political cultivation; in \u25a0 everything which tends to
secure more comfort and independence and purity and virtue to the masses ;in everything
which tends to people the State of California with thrifty and industrious and
prosperous settlers.

It is the Organ of No Interest or Clique,
But the exponent of the most advanced views of th« most profound thinkers who think
for humanity. Itcan be trusted to tell the truth withcandor on all the topics it treats.
Itcan also be trusted to treat allthe topics ithandles with judgment and criticalcare.

The WEEKLY UNION willin 18S0 be in all general respects the paper ithas been
heretofore, but enlargement willtake place inall its departments which are capable of im-
provement. Itwillpossess a special value while the ensuing Legislature— the most im-
portant one tosit during the present generation

—
insession ;for italone of all the Cali-

fornia press will

Print Faithful and Full Reports of the Proceedings,

And so enable its readers to obtain accurate knowledge concerning every step in the
laborious process of shaping the framework of government outlined by the new Constitu-
tion. For reference and tor currer t information in this connection no other journal can take
(• » place of the WEEKLY UNION, and as the laws which must regulate the conduct
A the people now livingso long as they live are in all human probability to be made at this

ik.— ion, it is clear that the importance of possessing a reliable record of what is to be done
cannot be over-estimated. The WEEKLY UNION is to-day

THE CHEAPEST PAPER ON THE PACIFC COAST I" . •\u25a0\u25a0:.• .-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'.'\u25a0\u25a0
At $2 per year Itsupplies the practical equivalent of two ordinary weeklies, for it

is published twice a week, and this arrangement also gives its readers three days later news
than any other weekly furnished. - -

,
'

, • \u25a0

Itcontains the best editorial expression on the coast ;the best agricultural articles ;tho ,

best collation' of news; the fullest coast and general dispatches ;the matt various and
entertaining miscellaneous intelligence ; and in 1880 it will have the best itones ever •

printed in California. There willbe

AN ORIGINAL ROMANCE
By the celebrated author, B. L. FARJEON. to begin with;then there willbe the prize
stories written expressly for the WEEKLY UNION, :illustrating the early and later
periods of California ;and last, there willbe tales by the first writers of the age, in addi-
tion to the other specially attractive features.

Taking it altogether, the WEEKLY UNION for 1880 willbe a paper which any
and every Californian can afford to be proud of. Our readers of old know that we have
never promised even as much as wehave performed inthe past, and neither do we use any

: exaggeration now. We merely state what is the iimple truth, that in this journal its sub-
scribers willhave the best weekly on the Pacific coast, and a journal which, particularly as

\ regards the legislative reports, . . . .

PROMISES SPECIAL AND UNIQUE ADVANTAGES.
i

For the rest itwillbe found enterprising, prompt to obtain .the fulled and :earliest
news ;to write up new industries, to assist struggling enterprises; to redrees wrongs ;to

\u25a0 remedy abuses; to cure misunderstandings; to bring capital and labor together instead of
! cementing their quarrels ;to encourage all to help thftnselves instead of leaning on the State
I for one another ;to stimulate .manly livingin men and manly living in women;to rebuke

cant ana hypocrisy ;to magnify Truth ;to strike for justice and equity, and to stand,
1 neither for Pompey nor for Csesar, but always for Rome.


